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1. Both the General. Ass~ly and the fc:onomic a.nd Social Council. have 

devoted. much at·i;ention tol the questim ~f assistance to Libya., 'iib:j.c:h became 

an irl4e:Pendent state :l.n ~cemoer 1951 i~ acc01"da.nce with General Assembly 
' I' . 

reselution 289 {IV). In :)?a.rtic:ula.r, refolution :;5)!J.(V) adopted by the Assembly 
• I ·' 

on 17 November 1950, emphksized the·ne~ for a comprehensive plan for .the 

eCQnOriu.c and social deve~pment of Libyf and resolution 387 (V) urged the 

Economic and Soci~ Counc:~l, the · speciafized agencies and the Secretary-G§l.nera.l 

to extend to Libya, in sol far as they nq\.ght be· in a position to do so, such 

tec:hilical ~ financial ¥sistance !is. i~ might request in order to ,estabJish. a ·. 

scur,d basis for economic ~d social prol;ress. General Assembly resolution 515 (VI) 
. · · I . i 

o:f 1 '<'c:'t-ruary 1952 reques
1

ted the Ec6nC!lljlc and Soc:ial Council to J;>tudy, in 

CO!lLuJ.Lz;c:.o>i. with the Govlernment ·of Lib;.,, ways and means by .whic:h the . I ,II._ 
. I II 

Unite.'J. lJ<.r'cJ.c.ms, with the :co-operation cif all GoverDJDents and the ccmpetent 
,' . . • II 

spac::..;.)izc>d agencies and !upon the requ~~t of the Government.of Libya, could 
I , 

. f=nish additional assis~ance to Libya }dth a view to financing its fundamental 
' " and urgent programmes of •economic. and $pcial development, giving consideration 

to the possibility of op~ning a spec:La.Jji account of voluntary contributions to 

that end. ! 'it · 
• - I ., 

2. At. its eighth sessi~~' the General Assembly again considered the. problem of. 

assis~anc~ to Libya in v~ew of. the dedkntary nature of the Libyan economy. I.t 

'?aS recognized that, in the absence of~~ substantial capital inflow ~d ot 
i~visibl~ exports, finanJial .issistailc~ from abroad would be necessary to 

I 'I 

correct the adverse ba~ce Of payment$ position and that, even with such 

55-22626 



A/2968 
English 
Page 2 

outside help, great difficulties would continue to face the Libyan Government 

for some time to come. Under these.circumstances, on 8 December 1953 the 

General Assembly adopted resolution 726 (VIII) inviting all Governments willing 

and in a position to do so to provide financial assistance to Libya through the 

appropriate mechanisms within the United Nations Organization available for 

receiving Voluntary contributions, in order to assist Libya in the financing of 

its fundamental and urgent programmes of reconstruction and of economic and 

social development. The resolution went on to recommend that, if and when 

further means became available for assisting in the financing of the development 

of under-developed areas, due consideration shOuld be given by the United Nations 

and the specialized agencies to the specific development needs of Libya. The 

Secretary-General and the specialized agencies were requested to give all 

possible favourable consideration to the requests of. Libya for technical 

assistance, and the Secretary-General was asked to make a special report on 

the q~estion of United Nations assistance to Libya in time to be placed on the 

agenda of the tenth session of the General Assembly. 

3. The present brief review of assistance programmes of the United Nations 

and specialized agencies, as well as financial and technical assistance through 

bilateral agreements with Members of the United Nations, has been prepared by 

the Secretary-General in virtue ·of the above resolution. A memorandum by the 

Government of Libya describing in detail the assistance it has received, 

assessing the results achieved, and presenting its views on the question of 

assistance as a whole, is transmitted to the General Assembly in a separate 

document (A/2969). 

A. Technical Assistance 

4. The United Nations and the specialized agencies began to provide Libya 

with technical assistance more than a year before that country achieved its 

independence.!/ During 1950, the Technical Assistance Board approved ~d to 

Libya at the request of the United Kingdcm and France as Administering Powers, 

and, subsequent to independence, the continuation of technical assistance 

See reports of the Technical Assistance Board to the Technical Assistance 
Ccmmittee, documents E/1742; E/1911; E/2054; E/2213; E/2433; E/2566 and E/2714. 
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activities was proVided tor in agreeme~ts between the United Kingdom of Libya 

and various organizationtparticipatin~ in the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance. Provision w also made in 1952 for the appointment of a Resident 
II 

Technical Assistance Rep,
1

esentative. i; · 

5. As early as July 19~0, an explora~pry mission was sent by the' Secretary

General, acting at the r~quest.of the ~pited Nations Commissioner in Libya, to 

study the econanic end s.~ciel prob.lems ;bd to S9$ess technice.l assistance 

needs. Following the bas!ic agreement b~tween the United Nations and the 

Government of the United kingdom (Decem~er 1950) and tile supplEmentary agreement 
. I' 'I ' 

with the Government of FrFce (March 19Wl), as. Administering Powers, a joint 

UN/FAO Mission undertook 11- n\Jlllber o:f' sJ?fei:fic duties with a vie1-1 to developing 
' ,. -. II 

the important sectors of ~he ldbyen ecotQmY• 

6. In th~ light of th~ vork of this Mfssion and following negotiations with 

lo~al authorities, the Goter~t 9f thJ U~ted ~ngdom and subsequently the 

Government of France re~+st~d the Unit~d Nation;, F.AO and ILO to, send a t~am 
I I' 

of experts for the prepar~tion of a com~rehensive p1an for the econcmic and 

social development of the :country. As 1 result, over thirty experts headed by 
I ' 

an economist were sent to [Libya and begah work during the second half of 1951. 
i T 

A rl"po. rt completed in Jan~y 1952 by t~~· chief economist contained recommendations 

for the econcmic and soci~ develop111ent iPf Libya. These recommendations 

esti!Dk~ted to involve abou~ $18 million, ~ere adopted by the Government as a 
, II 

basis of its five-year de~elopment plan,i: and proVided a basis for TAB in 

orienting it.s technical as!sistance progrbme to Libya. 
' · II ' 

7. That programme has be1en described ih detail in the United Nations 

publication entitled "The ~conolllic and Sl~cial Development of Libya" .3/ The 
. &I I I 

total amount obligated undrr the Expande Programme of Technical Assistance of 

the United Nations and thefspecialized.a~encies over the period 1950~1955 
amounted to about $3 millipn; the numberjjof experts currently engaged is over 

seventy. A detailed statement of the nuri:J.ber of experts and fellowships provided 
I . 'i 

and the amount obligated rer the Expanted ~rogramme.year by year, are given 

in the annex to the presen report)/ As !I'Was reported to the Technical Assistance 
. I 'i 

. J !· 
,. i\ 
I I • 

United Nations Publica~ions Sales n~ber: 1953.II.H.8. 

See also, Report of Re$ident Represe4tative, Technical Assistance Activities 
under the Expanded Pro~ramme as of 3l December 1954, document E/TEC/REP .31. 
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Committee of the Economic and Social Council at its last session, Libya '.ras one 

of the six countries in respect of ,.;hich a.n attEmpt was made by the staff of 

TAB this year to evaluate the results of assistance given under the Expanded 

Programme. The TAB study has been transmitted to the Govel'llll!ent of Libya for 

comment and will in due course be the subject ~f further consideration by TAC. 

8. On 21 .January 1950, the Govertmlellt of Libya and the United States 

concluded an agreement for technical assistance which provided for the 

establishment of the United states Operations Mission in Libya. In plannii;g 

technical assistance programme~:~, this Mission utilized the basic studies made 

·:Jy the United Nations and the specialized agencies in order to avoid duplication 

snd overlapping. For the fiscal years 1952, 1953 and 1954, the total amount 

of United States technical aid to Libya amounted to about $4.5 million (about 

£1.6 million);~ at the end of 1954 there were more than fifty United States 

experts and technicians in Libya and a total staff, including administrative 

and supporting personnel of more than three hundred. The two fields of work 

most emphasized in the United States technical aid programme are education and 

agricultural development. 

B. Financial assistance 

9. The Libyan Government bas, frcm the outset, been faced with the necessity 

of finding financial assistance from outside in order to meet a large budget 

deficit as well as to carry out its economic and social development programmes. 

For the purpose of financing development work, two agencies were created: the 

Lobyan Public Development and Stabilization Agency (LPDSA) and the Libyan 

Finance Corporation (LFC). The former agency was established to undertake 

projects of a grant-in-aid nature in the social and economic fields, using funds 

contributed annually by friendly Governments. The Corporation was established 

with a view to granting loans for development purposes. Libya has so far 

~ !n addition, during the fiscal year 19541 when crop failures threatened famine 
in wide areas of Libya1 some $800,000 worth of wheat was granted to the 
Libyan Government for distribution, in exchange for labour on its publip 
works, to the Libyan people. 
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received financial assi~tance directl~ from Egypt, Fl·ance, Italy, Turkey, the 

Un:i.ted l<".ingdom and the ynited States ~f America, 

10. Paragraph 1 of Geniral Assembly ~t' solution 726 (VIII) inViting Governments 

to :proVide fjnancial as4istance to Li~ a "through the appropriate mechanisms 

Within tile United NatioJs Organizati)" was communicated to Member States by 
I I 

the Secretary-General. !

1

Replies were 
1
Fce1ved from twenty-nine Governments, all 

of >Vru.ch, while sympath~tic to the ne$s of' Libya for economic and financial 

assistance, expressed r~gret that the'~j were not in a position to offer a 

special contribution uu~E'r the Genera~!, Assembly resolution. A number of 

GoYernmeuts referred to !the substantiJ. aid they were extending for technical 
, I' 

assistance -to under-devJloped countrie~, especially through the United Nations 
I II 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistruce. Furthermore, the Governments of 

France, Turkey, the Uni tbd Y.ingd0ll1 andll the United States of America referred 

specifically to the fina~cial assistan~e which they ~1ere extending directly to 

Libya. 
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Technical assistance! to Libya 1950i'tO 1955: United Nations and 
. ·, specializr agencies 

. l - II 
' 

'· TM I 

Amounts obligated • 
(thousands of dollars): I 

1950-1951 !I ············!· 8;.4 
I 

1952~~ .......... ···········t·229.5 
1953 •...••••.......•.••.• ~.127.7 

' 1954 ...............•.•... t. 76.7 

1955£1 ·················~· 84.8 

Number of experts: 

'· 
' 

1950-1951 ..•. ......... ' .•.. -~ . 6 
' 

1952 . .....•.•...•....... ' . ~ . 14 
I ' 

1953' •..• .•.....•.••..... ~. 1.3 
1954 .. .•.......•..••..•.. ~. 8 
1955 ....................... ~·. 7 

Number of fellows: 

1950-1951 ................. ~ .. 28 
1952 ........••.....•.....•. :;3 
1953 . ...•...•..••.......• ~-· .. 
1954 •......•..••.•.••.... ~. l. 

1955 .•.•... .- •........•..• ~ .• -

no 11 FAo 

'li 'li 

·~!I 
!: 

1.0 l'l. 23.0 
18,11 160.3 

176.4 281.1 
178.4 191.8 
l,l\.8 i 200.6 

II 
·,, 

li 
' 

l .,.;.' 4 ',y_. 

7 
1'' 18 !I i 

34 
~··~~-.~i 

15 
43 15 ,, ,, 

14 33 •' 
I! 
!I 
I• 
I! 
II 

!i 13 II 
"\t': 

5 
64 2 

50 3 

I' 
!; 

UNESCO ICAO WHO 

102.0 
2ll.8 
160.2 
98.2 

126.1 

20 
26 
27 
ll 

14 

17 
23 

-

6.1 

1 

-

20.4 
34.7 
26.4 
13.8 
21.4 

3 
2 

2 

3 
3 

5 
8 

s.ource: 
: ' 1: 

Reports of the T~cbnica1 Aasistrance Board 

~ Estimated ex~enditure. 
EJ Approved programme catego~ I. 

WMO 

-
-
-
19.1 
19·9 

2 

2 

Total 

231.8 
654.4 
772.0 
584.2 

591·5 

34 
67 
91 

83 
73 

45 
74 
13 

122 
88 




