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The concept of popular participation merits consideration, since human rights
would be meanlngless if the "individual himself was unable toienjoy, exercise and
claim his rights.  Popular participation is- ‘a’ concept “that affects all aspeuts'bf
human rights, @rd it would Be well to make “sure that this participation, as s
defined, is forthcoming at all levels of the individual's political, economic ‘and”
social life.

Popular participation is one of the basic pillars of any democratic system.
It presupposes the fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the international covenants on human rights.

In its economic and social dimension, popular participation can take various

forms. Its many facets need to be underlined, since they derive from the great
differences between the various social and economic systems existing today.
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Although the actual expressign:"participation populaire" (popular participatioh)
is not much used in French, it isiihone the less indicative of a highly significant.
set of circumstances with Whl“h Freheh public opinion for the most part is greatly
concerned. POllCleS recently introduced or reintroduced place special emphasis .on
it. Mention may ‘be-made of the support glven to 1n1t1at1ves by the citizen. in
economic¢ matters, i
‘enterpriges by means of co-operatives or other structures., This embraces the whole
of the so-called "intermediate enterprises' sector in which this kind of
"participation” is likewise one of the roads to the social and profe331onal
integration of young people in difficulty. The principle behind this pollcy is
that the active participation of young people in a @mall structure which enables
them to acquire certain skills and at the same time to earn their living is one
of the best. ways of ensuring that they will be able subsequently to find-a place
in society. In this sense. such. structures are "intermediate' between the ‘economic
and the soclal, or rather, thelr purpose is both economic and social.

Development of these activities was congidered so important that it was one of
the reasons for the recent creatlon, as part of the Govermment, of a Secretariat
of State_ﬁor_8061el Economy .

Reference must also be made to the encouragement given to popular participation
in the context of social development .schemes, panticularly in urban areas - for
instance, the role played by the- National Commission for Neighbourhood Social
Development which, faced with several dozen urban areas in difficulty, co-ordinates
the activities of the various administratioris and provides incentives and active
support for efforts by citizens to develop the economic and social life of their
neighbourhood. This is partlcularl The as regardg the relatlons between the
population and the educational system.;fhere a "priority areas™ policy covers the
areas dealt with by the above-mentidoned Cémmissiorn but involves a far greater
number of urban sectors.

Thus the principal underlying action is the same everywhere: greater
participation by citizens in the life of “the community is necessary both for the
smoother running. of society and for the fulfilment of the individual. Since this
partlolpatlon has to be free and voluntary, it cannot be imposed by the gublic
authéritiss. It is, however, incumbent upon those authorities to facilitate and
promote 1t '

Srogie

Slnoe thls reply hag taken a: long tlme, I reallze that 1t is too late for
these comments ‘to be 1ncorporated into the Secretary~Getieral's report to be-
submitbed ~tothe forty—flret se391on of the : Gommlss1on on Human Rights under
agenda item. 8. ‘ s S
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