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might be too short to allow a change to be made in
the arrangements, but he wished to make his delega~
tion's position clear concerning the principle.

21, With regard to the second problem, his delega-
tion considered that if the idea of a single Trust
Territory rather than two was to be maintained the
plebiscite in the North should be held at approximately
the same time as that in the South and in a manner
which would enable the people of the Northern and
Southern Cameroons to exchange views about how they
would determine their future.

22, With regard to the third problem, in the case of
the Southern Cameroons the General Assembly had
decided that the choice to be offered in the plebiscite
should be between joining the independent Federation
of Nigeria and joining the independent Republic of the
Cameroons. There was, however, a further possible
alternative: since only a few months would have
elapsed since Nigeria and the Cameroons under French
administration had achieved independence, the people
of the Cameroons under British administration, both
North and South, might wish to wait some time before
finally deciding which would be the better choice.
They might wish to become an autonomous unit and
only later to decide finally whether to join independent
Nigeria or the independent Republic of the Cameroons.

23. The fourth problem was one to which the Com-
mittee should give special consideration. Some of the
petitioners at the thirteenth session had espoused the
idea of women's participation in the plebiscite and
there seemed to be no good reason why they should
not be allowed to take part in the decision regarding
their future. The African delegations appeared to be

in favour of universal adult suffrage and that was also
the view of the Philippine delegation.

24, With regard to the fifth problem, it was obvious
that arrangements would have to be made for the ad~
ministration of the Northern Cameroons by the United
Kingdom after Nigeria had become independent. Inhis
delegation's view the Northern and Southern Came~
roons should be administered as a single unit, in
accordance with the Trusteeship Agreement and the
Charter, and should be given the opportunity todecide
what their future should be. He considered that the
division of the Territory intotwobordered on violation
of the Trusteeship Agreement. The German Cameroons
had already been divided into two after the First
World War; was the Cameroons under British ad-
ministration to be further divided into two?

25, With regard to the sixth problem, in view of the
wide-spread illiteracy in the Northern Cameroons,
the shortage of trained personnel to staff local
government services, and the system of hereditary
chieftainships which still obtained, it seemed doubtful
whether that part of the Territory had attained the
stage of development that was the aim of the Trustee-
ship System. Those conditions would of course have
to be considered in connexion with the question of
reforms and he hoped that whatever draft resolutions
were submitted would take them into account.

26, In conclusion he said that he had tried to con-
sider the whole problem objectively, because his
delegation's only desire in the matter was that the
principles of the Charter should be respected and its
objectives fully attained.

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m,
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