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1\. Review of the 1llicit traffic in narcotic drugs throughout the
. vorld during the years 1940 fc 1945 inclusive arnd tne first helf
of 19%6 [dozument E/C,.S.7/10); continuation of the discuszion,

Tunisia

B

" The CHATIRMAN mentioned briefly that Mr. Bougquet, of Tunis, the Cannabis

{

Sub-Comnittee expert, had remeined in Tunis throughout thke occupation. Ie

RE Cmiﬂg”g' interesting article on ma'ri_huana', which\‘had appeared in the

J of the A;nerican Medical. Asscciation, and had aleo written several
peC S Rag” | :
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times both to himself end to Mr. Anelinger to ask foxr documente end material

~

for hls work es he was having earious difficvlty in obtainirg tij;‘s:n, During
the ‘war, Mr. Anslinger had been glad to be able to provide him with the
necéssary material. 4 ) y

United Steted of America

Mr, ANSLINGER (UNITED STATES OF mg:RIcA) recalled that eeizures in %he
~ United States had been discussed at the pre\rious'meeting. He wished, however,
to stress the fact that the' main source of opium intrcdﬁced. into the United
’States wés Mexico. Opiuxp was for dbidden ir; t:.h;f, comntry end its brodtiction
was clandestine, 8o that the Mexican Government had had to mako great efforts
to locate oplum ;.noppy crops. The Army eAd thq Alr Force _haﬁ. aés;lsted, but
d.espite these efforts, whicb the Government of the United.States fﬁl],v
) appreciated, the traffic had scarcely diminished. Opium continued go paes
into American territory a}nd ?art man‘qged td infiltrate as far as Cenada,
¥ after conversion 1nt/9 \heroin. The Government of é}le_ United States hoped the
Mexicen Government would intencify its ef}orts to put an end. to that 1llicit :
traffic. . ' ) ‘ - ' :
The CHATRMAN observed that Canada j;o‘g)k a very special inite.restdin that
traffic.” After corroborating the remarks of the United States rerresentative
e - } on the tonversion of raw opium into keroin, he noted that numerous arrests
had taken ﬁlace , 88 mentioned csn page 23 of the Report of the Narcotics
‘Bureau éf thfe Anerican Treasury Depértment, and émphasized th!n; the Canadian
Government was keeping in closs touch with the United Sfatee Government )vith
regard to méa'sures for suppreseing the traffic. He also exprss-ed the hope
that the ﬁexidan Government would redouble .1ts 'effor,tie in this direction.

Mr. QUEVEDO BAZAN (MEXICO) assured the representative of the United
States and the}Chairxm'an that the Mexican Government would collaborate clossly
with the Goverhments of the United States and Cenada in suppressing the
traffic \and irould meke every effort po'ssi'blé in the '.Bpeciai economic and
social conditions prevailiné in his country to achieve speedy success.

/Mr. GREENFIELD  °

N
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Mr. GREENFIEID (INDIA), refe'rring to the last paragraph on page 6, uttered
a warning ageinst placiné undnem conﬁdence in drug identity labels, He
recalled that during a eearch carried out in Bombay, the Indian authorities
had discovered a bronze plate 'be&ring tﬁe ma;rk of tlf\xe Cwalior district. That
plate had been intended for printing labels for affixing to packages of
dubious origin in order to enhance the value of the drug they contained.
s

Mr, QUEVEDO BAZAN (MEXICO) said he had no adequate statistics of opium

\

production in Mexico. Hie Government was doing all in its power to abolish
cultivation of the opium poppy, but hitherto economic and. geographic conditions
had prevented the camcaign which was being conducted. from being es effective
as 1t could wish. Nevertheless, he thought 1t would be useful to give a h
summary of the Mexican dow}e/rnment‘s activity in that sphere. '

In order t'_o put an end to ‘Ehe production of opium and oi;ner narcotic
drugs in the cocuntry, the Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare had,
in the course of the pe.st i‘ive years, conducte'd‘- regﬁlar annual campei@s in
the states of Sinaloa , Durango and Scnora, which wers the main sources of
supply for contraband for the United States,

~

Such action had not been easy but by perseverance and ‘the combined effcrts

A

of the Ministry of Health, the Am& and the Governments of the states conceraed,
an appreciable reduction the areas‘ under poppy cultivetion had been brought
about in 19&5 -6.

In 1941 the Mexica.n Govermnent had drawn up a plan for the comp...ete
abolition of poppy-growing and the prosecution of growers and traffickers.
That plen had been carried out in the following way:.

The first Yyear, many poppy fields had been destroyed and a warning had
been issued to farmers that poppy-growing was forbidden. The' eecond ;}ear, a
more intensive camvaign had been carried out and in the state of Sono;'a alone
336' hectares oi’l poppy crops had been destroyed, as compared with 270 the
previous year, In the third year, the campaign had been extended to the

/states
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state;é of Durengo and Scmora. The governors of ‘those states sni of Cztihuahua‘
and Sinaloa had beer‘required to order the municipsl euthorities to take'
gters to prevent cultivation of thé oplum poppy in their territory.

‘The nature of the terrain made reguler supervision of rthe obssrvance
of those orders difficullt, so the Ministry of Health had to have recourse -
to informers from the cultivation areas in order to learn ‘the.‘iexiact lc;cation
of ‘poppj‘ flelds. As soon as information was received, expeditioms were
organized, with Federal Army assistence, to destroy the fields, The Ministry
of Defenoe had provided a iight bomber which had beén used for"spotting
fields and checking 'ﬁhe reports of agents scattered over the mountainous
provinces of the states of Sonora ard Sinaloa and part of the state of Durangd.
4 The Mex;téan Public Prosecutor had lent the Ministry of Public Health
two members of his staff who had taksn part in the campaign and had helped
ths Ministry's represex{tatives 1n/’t1|:te- prosecution-of the growera, This
co-operation .of the Public Prosscutor éhowed t'heugreat importance. attafzhe?
by the Mexican Government to the campaign againet narcotics. |

The Public '?rc;secutor had elso aseigned several memb;i's of his staff to
w?.tching the Unlted States frontier. They exchenged informetion from both
sides of the frontier with the América_n authorities. The results of their
collaboration had been quite striking, Numerous seizures of opium &nd heroin
of Mexican origin had been effected and a great many notordous traffickers
were now in Mexican prisons, :

Local governments had also given effective help and last year three
poppy fields had Yeen discovered and destroyed by the police of Guadalajara,
In the state of Jali\sco. In the same town ‘three leboratories for the
conversion of opium into hsroin had been discovered and importent seizures
(vérying' from 10 kilogrammes of opium to 180 packets of five each of smoking
opium) had been made. The opium-had been destroyed and the traffickers
convicted. : - A -

""[The situation
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The eituation in Mexico was not yet entirely satisfactory and the
edministration which was to assume office next Dacembezi would Increase its
efforts. in the new‘campaigns which would be.necessary to. suppress the -

Jlicit production of opi:m and othsr narcotic drugs.. The war had preyen?‘;ed.
the Government from allocating large sums of money for those camvaigns btut a
onneiderable effort had been mads. Certain chapters of the budget of the
- Ministry of Health had been devoted to the campaign and the statee had also
granted certain credits. |

°  Generally speeking Mexicens were not drug-takers and the number of -
addicte in the country was small. At the same time, production had been
high, which proved that it was mainly for eontraband to other countrilec,
There-were, however, reasons for believing that soon Mexico would produce no
. more opium, and, consequently, no more merphine or heroin. It was gratifying
to know that opiuﬁ producticn hadlalready been reduced and serious steps
teken to strengthen the Mexican narcotics lavs,

Hong -Kong
United Kingdom

- MaJor COLES (UNITED KINGDOM) , 6ald he had nothing to add to his remarks
at previous meetings with regard to the traffic in Hong Kong. Ee referred
the Committee to the gpscial documsnt which he had submitted on the subject
of the traffic in the United Kingdom. (Doeument E/C.S.7/15). He would
supply details leter about the traffflc in Burma,
Ireg '

(There were no observetions on this paragreph). I
Canada

The CHATRMAN observed that the document msntioned seizures of raw opium
without epecifying whether it was pure opium or prepared opium, Perhaps the
reason was that the distinction had not been magde.
Auvstralla

(There were no observations on this paragraph).

[Iran’

s
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Iren |
Mr. ENTEZAM (IRAN) explained that the reasons why no report had been
su'bmitfed by his government since 1940 was that Iren's aduinistrative machinery

had besn dislocated by ths presence of allled troops on its tepritory.
 Measures hed been taken in 19% as indicated in the footnote to page 8; in
any cese the figures for seizures in 1940 were very low.

Mr, DEIGORGT (NETHERLANDS) asked whether the note in question meant that
Iran would not produce eny more opium at 'all, and that as a conesequence it
would be impossible for other governments to buy opium there for medical
purposes.

Mr. ENTEZAM (IRAN) explained that that was not yet the case. The measures
to which the note referred were related £o the suppression of opium poppy
‘clilﬁivation‘for" the current year, i.e. the Iranian year ending 21 March 1947,

As regards the future, should the question arise, he réserved. the right
to ask the Conference on Limitation for a. production qv.ot‘a for his country.

Mr. ANSLINGER (UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA) and Mr, DELGORGE (NETHERLANDS)
observed they had understood, from the terms of the document, that the
neasurs in question would meén complete prohibition for the future and not
Just for one year.

Mr. ENTEZAM (IRAN) replied that the measure in question wes as yet only
an administrative provision, It was a decree.of the Iranian éovemment'
promulgated while the Perliament was not in session, end could only epply to
& limited period. Complete prohribition for the future required en act of
‘Perliement. It wéuld therefore be best to wailt until the next session after
which fuller details would be available.

He pointed out that the note submitted by the Delegation of thé Tnited
Stztes ulso only mentioned proaibition for one year,

The CHAIRMAN observed that the statement by the Embassy of the United
Stetes in Tehoran, quoted on page 9 of document E/C.S.7/6, had also led him

; /to think
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! to think that the moesure applied to the future. f

Mr, ANSLINGER (UNITED STATES OF AMERICA) quoted extracts from & speech
on 21 March last by the Prime Minister of Ir‘gn in which he announced that

s dlie Opium Monopoly Law of 1928, it had been decldsd thet the Ministyry
of Finance could no long»-}r issue permits for cultivation of the opium poppy
during, end as from the current yeer, and that, if fields were neévertheless t.
cultivated in any part of the territory, thsy would be! entirely destroyeds

Mr. ENTEZAM {IRAN) explainsd that in the ebsence of Parliement the
Prime l\jlinister coule only teke that measnre for the current year. - He could
not bind 1}1mself for a longer period without Parliement's ratification. '

E}’he CEAJI%MAN pointed out that the TLelegation of Iran had mentione& its
wish ;,o obtain pr’oduct:ion quotes. Thet fact appeared to indicate some
degree of ungertainty with regard to totel prohibition of cultivation for ‘
the fut:,ure. In gny case he thought 1% eesential to avold any misunderstanding
in tie Commiasion"s documents and suggested that the footnote to pége 8 of
documsnt E/C.S.7/10 e amended. e \

Major COLES (UNITED KINGDCM) thought that the footmote in guestion
should meke it clear that -‘bhe messure unéer discmwssion applied to the curredt
Yyegr only, The note was}not very clear, in any event, and he aeke'd whether
the second measure envisaged, which concerned the use of oplum, was also for
one year only. ‘

The CEAIRMAN suggestedlthat the a\dver‘b "temporarily" be added aéter the
word "prOhibfting" in the firet caee, anz befoz;e the word "uynlawful"” in
the second, ' '

Mr. ANSLINGER (U}mm STATES OF AMERICA) quoted other statements by the
Frime Minister of Iran, according to’which ths use of opium was forbidden in
yudblic places? cafes and tea roomg; no opium addicﬁh could enter government
employment while all of‘ficials indulging in the dirug wére otliged to produce
within fifteen days a msdiocal certificate showing that they had been

completely cured,

/Ho coneluded
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Ee concluded by quoting a decree of 1936 of the National Government of °
Azerbailan for'bid.ﬁing the uas of smoking opivm, ‘ W

Drs Szem..ng 878 ,(C!-mm) s reprovteur, folt that the nots should be
redrofted. was Aiffienly, however, to d,o b.at in a plenery meeting, The
protlem wes olear:l,y to bring out the eggential point, that ratification *oy
-the Irenian Parliement was necesaary conﬁe;rt a temporary msasure into a
Pormansnt moasure, That being eo, 1t was fltting that the representative
of Iran ghonld help in the rsdrafiing, end he suggested that the Secretariat
and himee:.i a..ot.ld also teke parte -’

Perscnally, he woull pref-r that en entire gentence be added. to the
note, explaining the comstitutional prosedure which had to be followed.

Mr, ZAXI (EGYFT) considsred that the pmbiém vas more epparent than
real, The measure in guestion had been taken in the absensce of the Iraniam
Parltsment, It had been taken as a token of the gooa.wi.u of the Trenjed . -
Government . The etatements quoted by the repres@te.tive of the United States
were further proofs of that gobd-\rillo The measures adopted by f}w Prime
M:!.nia‘fer would ’be subinitted to Parliement in the- fo*m of a bill-eg scon a8
it reassembled. He perachially thought there would be no ‘qccasxion Tor
mismdsretanding \11“ the ninutes of the mseting wvere to-refer to the good-will
of the Ira‘nien Goveznment which had taken e temporery measure, BLd vas
enxicus that 1t chould be adopted by Parliement end becoms-permanent,|

Major COLES (m EINGDOM) did not queetion the good-will of-the
Government of Iran.. He cnly wished to clarify-the text and to know what
exactly was the measure taken on 21 J*.zne 19546, The repreeentatim of. Im
had stabed that the measure .of .5.0 Arril., which forbade-cultivation of the
opium poppy, ooverod a ps"iod of one year. ga thst also. the -cass with
the measwre of 21 June forbliing-the uee-of opixal ‘

7 The CHATRMAN. thought- 1t nesessary-to make 8- dletinotion,. -I it -wes
meyely a question of a few montha. delay before the Iranian Perlizment
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ratified the meaéure » there was no difliculty. But the representative of
Iran Lad. indicated that he would ask for a production quota for opium for
medical purposes. That seemed a contradiction and he would lii:e to have the
position clarifi:ed. : By

Mr, ENTEZAM (IRAN) said that the intention underlying the measure of
21 June v-ras‘\ to prohibit the use of opium forevez.-a It was to be definitija_.

In the case of the prohibition of cultivation, it was also the intention
of the Iranian Government that this should apply permanently, -Such a
measure, however, was beyond its powere aﬁd required Parliamentary approval,

Tl\;ei'e were two solutioné to the problem:

Ftithér, the text ofv the note could be left as it was, a.nd a
pésgage included in the minutes of the meeting or their report to

the Economic and Social Council explainmgj thet ratification by the

Parliement 6f Iran was still necessary to give permanent effect to

the measure prohibiting the cultivation of the opium poppy. He

himsslf favoured this solution,

Or, to gain tims, the Secretariat, the rapporteui' and the Delegation
6flIran could together prepare & new text.

In reply to the CHAIRMAN's enﬁuiry regarding his request for a quota,
he explained that even if his government did not ~éuoceec1 in obtaining
Parliamontary approval for complete abolition, i1t would still make every
effort to reduce production and limit it to the quota“1t would then request.
He had mentioned a quota merely as a precaution.

Mr. ANSLINGER (UNITED STATES OF AMERICA) thought that the question had
been sufficiently olarified and was eatisfied. with the explanation. \

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN Mr. ENTEZAM (IRAN) explained.
that his mention of quotas had merely besn a precautionary measure and that
the Iranian Government wasc not at present pursuing any policy in that
respect. ‘

DECISION: No amendment would be made to the footnote to page 8 of document

E/C.8,7/10.
; /Nstherlands
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Net"xerlands East Inoies duik e a e v ol

<

I\ur, DEIML:RCTE (NE’I[HERLAMQ:) qtrgssed the fact that: tHe Nether..ah&s

themeelves had no*‘ ‘been mentlmed in the document ‘owitg £o the 00@16%

i -
Y =

tasnce of il..*.c*t traffic in the terri tory as & result of ke’ C—erman

oc‘cupation. He reca...led. that the. former Central Qffice: for ‘hhe C’catrol

1

“of Narcoti 8y v,hinh used Yo be in Rotterdam and kept i/ touch ‘with

=

other governments ’) 'v_ras ‘now gt The ,Hague, where -1t ‘had resumé 6d operatforso B
[ o =

The Nstherlande had. ,ooms. yp against the same mroblens of forge

v A% vi,
a

a g

prescriptione by traff:lckere a8, thoae ‘mentioned by the: mpresehhative o:f t

= ,ml

France. They also had considered using epecial paper for presciiptions’
involving narcotics 3 'but had ,reJected. the igea because patierité woula"

then havs kI'OWD. tha‘b a d_t)gg was 'baj_n‘g preucribed fox 'Uhem;’and T LT
- .

doctors did not want thau e A . BT R I AR

It had seemea. wiser to conﬁne themselves to stipu-l&ting thet 811

el

I’reﬂcriPtions shm a be made up in the town where they wors given.
Towns in the Netherlands were small and since as-a.rule pharmacists k.new

the doctors and their signatuves, that seemsd a ‘suLficlent ‘guarentes

‘1
2 7
i

against fraud, . . S

I.ourenco-‘viarqu.es
Belgium R SO S g, 8 R v dneth @ W
(There were no cbsemtiops on- the above  two paragraphs.)
Continuation of‘ t‘ne discuesion was postponed to the: next. mesting.

The meeting rose at b 45 pome . I

-
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