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1, Drug Addiction, (docvment E/C.S,.7/26)

The CHATRMAN proposed & general debate on this subject. Deeming it
unnecessary to examine the document pege by page, he suggested studying
the verious kinds of drug addiction and thought they might begin With

' white drugs for example, ; : -
' Yr, ANSLINGER, (UNITED STATES) wished to make & few genera.l renerks
_.h__gh___t the effects of drug addiction in the United States: 1n 1917, the
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medical e tion of recruits for the armed forces revealed that of
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elghteen to thirty-eight' years of age who were exempt

1ce, 1 out of every 1,500 was & drug addict.
fin 19h1
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In 19‘&1, all Americen citizens from eighteen to thirty-eight years
of age underwent the same examination: this time the figures showed the'
proportion to be 1 drug addict out of every 10,000 who were exempt firom
militery service, The reason for this noteble decrease was surely to be
found in the effettive international control system, It was true that 4n
‘general the average age for morphine addicts, for exeample, wa)s higher,
but the results of the United States‘ representative's own investigation
confirmed those fwmiehed by the military guthorities, Mr, Anelinger who
thought that the decrease could be considered really noticeable, suppdr‘bed
his view by citing a 1etter from & medical doctor working in the
penitentiery of a tcwn renowned for the number of drug addicts amongst
ite inhabitants, This letter showed that the num‘ber of prisoners suffering
from the symptoms produced by deprivetion of the B:mg had decreased
considerably. An 1met1getion carried out by'*the doctor showed that the
reascns for this d.ec'rease were mainly the d’.ii'riculty in procuring drugs
end the exorbitant price of the adulterated marcotic drugs obtalnable,

According to Mr, Anelinger's statement, the Lexingtcon hospital had
revealed th&t emongst the drug eddiction cases placed under its care;
only one out of seventeen showed symptems interesting emough to Justify
examinetion, In scme cases tha proportion was even smaller.

Speeking as the representative of Canade, the CHAIRMAN sald that
within the last fifteen or sixteen years since the Canadian’ government
had begun to teke an interest in this pre‘elem, there had been a greet
decrease in the number of 'drug addicts. He referred to his 'repoi"t to
the Advisory Commission on Opium at Geneva, in which he divided arug
addicts into three categories. The firet category comprised the persons
who had no comnection vhatecever with criminals or the lower ciéissee of
soclety: the main charaeter&sfic of theee persons was & medical condition
requiring increesingly 1arge lquantitiee of narcotic 'drugs, dut it wes ;
almost always possible to hope for a cure, The gecond category includeé
crimingl addicts: <these epenf most of their 1life in prison and no '

Joractical
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“Hipetiod]l Bolution eéuld be foreseen in their case, since the milieu to
viieh théy returhed after serving their term gave them ‘a chance to revert
totleiw vice,; ‘It was therefeére a matter of preventing respeot-.ablo perscns

«afyvén PETI4NG Into this category. 3. SR

“7"-THe Chairmen else referred to a letter which he had written in July
2ghk2 ecnoern:ng the question of vwhether drug addicts became criminals or
vhether,-inversely, 1t vas criminals who beceme drug addicts. A study of

«i7%he files relating to the provinces of Cntario, Manitoba, end British
Coldribia: furniched a 118t éf 200 cases. The Chiness end medical doctors
were not ineluded 4n this 1ist. The study of these 200 éa'ses'rcvaaieél’
that Lor T4 of the pérsons a violation of the navcotic lews wes theiy
firet offence, - 93% had comidtted some offence priér to thelr first
indf6tiet ‘tn 'a"charge of usihg nercotic drugs. Flgures vere met always
ebsolutely true, but the prinéiple that 1t was the criminal who becemé’ &
drug 23d18% had been ‘confirmed by véri-ous tnited States and Canadian police
reports;’lval L2 ' :

- Mg ZAKT (Em)’ tholight that another mspect of the problem ought to
be considered, namely, the finding of means to prevent the publio Fram
grocuring &hd using nercotic dwugs. Ta Mr, Zaki's opinfon, it was

opincipdlly &'matter of education. The investigations end findings which
the ‘repienentatives of thé Unfted States and of Canada had commmicated
tathe: Commtsston showed that & normel men with &' good education would
novle'm Yegoms ‘an addiot if he were not offered & chance to obtain ‘drugs.

J4 'wen useless to consider the question of treatment sinde addicts did
not have-enotgl Will pover to break themeelves of their bad habit, This
qugat;io‘wot ‘education was primerily a ra.mily mponei‘buity ut 1t elso
soncerned governments and gould even be consi/d.erad a8 en international
question.::Mr, Zaki suggested the possibility of inviting a UNESCO
representetive to take pert in the work of the Cormission, K;e' assistance
and advice yould ‘be particulariw valueble, HE ot T3

¢ Ap-regerds the situation in Egypt, Mr, Zaki stressed the fact that in

[view
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view of ite geographic position.that eowntry hed becgmo. en.important centrs
for the use of narcotle drugs, Fxperdments end investigstions had shown,.:
thet, adﬂiéts took the drug to ,sqtiq__ﬂrsb of ti.lﬂmslr ‘geoxual desires. !
The results tellied witﬁ as those observed in Cansde epd:the United Statesi
Addicte who were meeted were. imprisened for six months or & year and
during thet period they. stopped using nercotie Mﬁmt--fam'wmﬁ
nay came out of prisop in betier healﬂz and immediately prooseded - it
oelebrete their pehgso with their n‘iends who were themselves drug ad.d:le‘ba.
This fact proved thet it wes a question of willpover end that the oyt =
‘weamet;t poesible was eomtrol of ﬁxe production spd ddstridbutdon of i ¥
narcotic drugs.but a.},s,o end egpeecislly the improvement. of simdetion, ' It T
was not, sufficient to ;pasa,‘ leve, which were only a eurative measures::4%: '
VWMK be: betiter to ﬁuv.e,recmg to the rifevensive meesyxes-of betber ’: iri
edmt{m- o 42, pn Lot cetaid ard R Letdfondgl X
.. Fhe CHATRMAN said that eellaberetion with UNESCO could easily bei - e
‘arrenged and that there would probably be no difficulty in inviting s % i
representative of that organization %@ teke part.in the Commission's next
sessicn. ‘ . | Y wid vl vmgn s ol
* Dry LAZARTE (FERU) 414 so} have: Mimefmfmtim an the gquestien
but thought it could be epproached from a mumber of different engles.  Fom':
the ;nedim polnt of M,__ari;‘amew, sould, it seemed, berdivided imtd -
three catogoriess first of all, there vas the occasionalieddict who oy’
various reasons, such as ;Innaas,beadachu end. tq;:obtm:.muw',-wak' ta:
the use of drugs, For this category.a eure yas possible. : Peychonsurotics
might 'bG Dlﬁced in the second group: . these were the peopls Who'wepe  ln U
suﬁ‘ering from a serjous 1llness er: fram verious complexes and used drugs ¥
to obtain reJ.ie;t' and relaxation,  Thesey: too, wWere curable, Finally there *
were the persens who. followed tﬁeir immorel inclinations and vere: & denger
to.society. Because of their persistence Arrreverting to the use"of drugh
their existence constituted one of the most.difficwit problems,
' : L8y ot Lo of i pégeras
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'_ Ae regarde trea{znent Dr. Lezarté thotight that preventive trea'hnen'a

wouJ.d pro'ba‘bly be beat end hoped that: the Commission would e.gree on thie :
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Finelly the queetion should alsc be coneidéred from’ the 1ega1 aapecb.
E

It mi@t perhaps be ueeful to have ‘an exchenge of views on the Yews w:lth ;

s

regard to narcotic drugs in the various countries, A’ d:lstinction would
have to ‘be made between the various categories of addicts in ‘the 115111; of
‘these 1awe and penalties provided eccording. to the categories. o

Dr. IShAII. (TGYPT). se1d thet the experimental work’ éarried on in
Emt had ‘been done mainly in mental hocpitals where the dosee given to
drug add.icts were @'a.dually decreased,. The results of theee methods had
not been very succeasf\:l, Yowaver,. and’ drug. addicte had rallen 'back 1n..o ;
their old v:lce once they bad ceased to be under medicel supervieion. The 4
Egyptian Government was considering the eésteblishment ‘of senatoria for e
the treatznent of drug eddicts and the Egyptian delegation hoped. to be o "
&ble to present its finding at the next session, s 5 15

Ae a mentel specialist, Dr. QUEVEDO BAZAN (ME‘.ICO) consl@ered ‘the "
problem prima.mly en educational one. : Becax se of - exiet;ng social ,.
diﬁ‘erences " peop.x.e had a tondmcy to try to establish 8 certain equellty °
by using naccotic drugs which geve them & fee.l_:ng of gree.ter security
.with regard to the futwre. Drug addicts could not be cured by ind.ividual _rry s
treatment, It was necessary for the etate to intervene in the education: -
of the people es a whole, ' Thm d:ld not me:r e.l.y mean edueation in the L
purely cultural- seunse, but tne solution of tne mo‘s‘.b“ sexious econamic apd- -
social problems. It was ‘hecessary , ‘therafore , to flght :ageine'b drug addicts
as a soclal group end to adopt medlcal and sccial geeep%'ee to secure a -
better balance between the memvers of societ*'r B ‘ '

In reply to an observation made by the Chaiv';xan . who thought the
poeeitle effects of synthetic dz'uge ought '&o e Bimdled, Mr. ANSIINGIZR
(UNITED smm'«'") evressed. the fact that the. appearante of demerol’ in the
United Stabes ves & very serlous problem, . First. ‘@iscovered 1n Gerniany ’

[this product
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this product was considered es a.oure for drug eddiction, It was now guite
Popullt‘!;g%és.?g narcoticdrug. .Producers head lsunched & strong prop_ag‘é}ida“ -
campa:léz in its favour, representing it as a drug which had the sedative
powers of morghine. but.did not:produse the seie hermful effects.: This:
Wﬂﬁ hed led to en increese in the use of this drug end caused
numerovs fresh cases of addiction, The Journal of the American Medical
Assogiation hed reported meny ceses and -réferred specially to that of &
doctof who had at firet defended demerol \in the belief that this product
d1d not have the hexpful. effects of morphine, This docber ‘had gone 80" fear
as to oppose, zl;q_: levs end had been responsible for the formation ‘of a drvg
hebit by s_e_ygz_':a;_!'._t members of his own femily. He had tried several times to -
‘effect_ a cure'butha.d not..succeeded and hed changed his ‘opinion,

Mro ANSLINGER sg:m;ﬁhat.in Geymeny, Avgentina, the United States of =
America;‘})ggxygwggd !Oar;_a,da.thi_a' druge had been included under the law
governing narcotlc druge end he stresvse’d’ his view that the same should be
true in the other countries,

The debate was ddjourned to a later meeting. .

2 'I.imita.tion of the production of raw materials from which narcotic
., @rugs are manufactured Idocumanﬁlcaé 7[3:_).

Documqnt E/C.S.7/3l gontaining the text for the reec_g;.ution epproved
by the Commission on 3 December i91l6 was digtributed to the Members of the
Comissicn, .

DECISION: The text of this reéolutim was adopted.

The CHATRMAN then ammounced that the text of the proposal end of the
draft resolution presented by the Delegation of China Bed been submi tted
to the Commission for approvel. ‘ .

‘T " DECISION: The proposed was adopted, '

]

"' The text of the resoluiion vas put to the vobe snd adopted,

3. Appointment of a special comnittee to study the pro;ggsed control of
narcotic drugs in Jepan and Korodts

A The CHATRMAN announced thet after cmsult:lng the General Cormittee he
had decided to propose to the Commission the following list of countries,
' i  [the yepresentetives
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the repreaehtativ‘ea of which would sit on this Committee: China, Frence,
India; The Netherlands; the United Kingdom, the United States of fmerica
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The President of the
Permanent Central Opium Board would attend the Committee meetings in an
advisory capacity. '

DECISION: The Chaimm'a proposal was edopted unopposed.

The meeting rose at 1:00 p.m.





