
E/3727 /Rev.l 
E/CN.14/229/Rev.l 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

ANNUAL REPORT 
(4 March 1962 - 2 March 1963) 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL RECORDS : THIRTY-SIXTH SESSION 

SUPPLEMENT No. 10 

UNITED NATIONS 



ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

ANNUAL REPORT 
( 4 March 1962 - 2 March 1963) 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL RECORDS : TIITRTY-SIXTH SESSION 

SUPPLEMENT No. 10 

UNITED NATIONS 

New York, 1963 



NOTE 

Symbols of United Nations documents arc composed of capital letters combined with figures. 
Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 

E/3727/Rcv.l 
E/CN.I4/229/Rcv.l 



CONTENTS 

Paragraphs Page 

INTRODUCTION 

PART I. - WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE FOURTH SESSION ............................ . 2-162 

A. Organization of the secretariat ...................................................... . 2-11 

Staffing position ............................................. . .................... . 2-8 1 
Administrative structure of the secretariat ........................................... . 9-11 2 

B. Summary of work done ........................................ . ....... . ........... . 12-141 2 

Division for Economic and Social Development .......................... . .......... . 14-59 2 

Projections and programming ............................. . ........ . ............. . 16-19 3 
African development bank ....................................................... . 20-32 3 
Population questions ............................................................ . 33-36 4 
Seminar on Population Problems ...................................... . .......... . 37-40 5 
Economic and social consequences of racial discriminatory practices ................. . 41-43 5 
Education ......................................................... . ............ . 44 5 
Urbanization ................................................................... . 45-47 6 
Social situation in Africa ........ . ... . ... . ...... . ... . ....... . .............. . ..... . 48-49 6 
Community development ......................................................... . 50-54 6 
Social welfare ................................................................... . 55-59 6 

Division of Surveys and Trade ..................................................... . 60-79 7 

Review and analysis of current trends ............................................ . 60-66 7 
Standing Committee on Trade ......................... . .................... . .... . 67-73 8 
Foreign Trade Newsletter ........................................................ . 74-75 8 
African meeting on commodity stabilization ....................................... . 76 9 
Expert panel on transit traffic in west Africa ..... . ....... . ........................ . 77 9 
African common market ................................... . ............ . ........ . 78-79 9 

Division of Industry, Transport and Natural Resources ............................... . 80-92 9 

Industry ............................................................ . ... . .. . .... . 81-84 10 
Transport ........................................................ . ... . ......... . 85-87 10 
Energy and natural resources .............. . ... . .. . .............................. . 88-89 11 
Housing, building and town planning ................. . ....... .. .............. . ... . 90-92 11 

ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division ............ . .. . ............................... . 93-105 11 

Agricultural progress and developments .............................. . ...... . ... . . . 93-97 11 

Distribution and consumption of agricultural products ................. . ............ . 98-102 12 

Assistance and advisory services in agriculture ..................................... . 103-105 12 

Statistics Division ................................................................. . 106-119 13 

Regional advisory services ........................ . .............................. . 108 13 

Participation in technical assistance activities ............................. . ........ . 109 13 

Sub-regional consultations ................................................... . .... . 110 13 

Co-operation in the field of data-processing ....................................... . 111 14 

Developments on standards and exchange of statistical information .................. . 112-116 14 

Statistical publications ............................................... . .......... · . 117-119 14 

Public administration .............................................. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 120-122 14 

Training .................................................................. · · · · · · · · · 123-141 15 

African institute for economic development and planning .... . ...................... . 123-127 15 

Training of statisticians ....................................................... · .. . 128-129 15 

Summer course in economics for African university students 130-132 15 

Ill 



ECA/GA TT training courses in commercial policy .......... ... ... . ......... .. . .... . 

Training course for specialists in community development policy ... .. .. .. ........... . 

Training course for customs offici~ls in English-spe~king countries in west Africa ..... . 

In-service training .. . .... .... ... .. ... ...... ... .......... .... ... ... ........ .. ... .. . 

C. Relations with specialized agencies and other organizations ..... . .. . ... .. .. ... . .. ....... . 

Specialized agencies . .. ........ ... .. .. ... .. ...... . ............ . .. . ........... . ... . . . 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) ......................... . ................ . 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) .. .... . . .... . .. . .. . . 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) .. ...... . 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) .. .. ... .. .. . ..... .. .. .. ........ . .. . 

World Health Organization (WHO) .. ... . ......................................... . 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IADB) ... . ......... .. .. ... . .... . ........ ... .... . .......... . 

Other United Nations bodies .... .. . ... .... .......... .................. ... .. .. ...... . 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) ..... . ..... .. ............ ... ... .. ..... . . 

Special Fund . . ........ . ... .. . . ... .. ... .... . .. . .... ... ... . .. ... .. .. . . . .. ........ . 

World Food Programme ..... . .... . ........... . ...................... . .... . ...... . 

Inter-governmental organizations ................... ... .. .. ........ .. ... . ............ . 

Interim Commission of the International Trade Organization/General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (ICITO/GATT) . .. .................................................. . 

European Economic Community (EEC) .... . . ... ....... . . ... . . .. . ...... . . .. ..... .. . 

Non-governmental organizations .... . .. ... . ....... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . ... ........ . . . 

International Chamber of Commerce ........ . . ...... ... ....... .. .. .... .. .. .. . .... . . 

International Union of Local Authorities 

PART ll. FIFTH SESSION OF THE CO~lMISSION ..... . • . ... ... .. . ... . .......... , .. , ... .. .. ...... . 

A. Attendance and organization of the work .. . .... .. .... .. .......... . .. . ....... . ... .. .. . . 

Opening meeting .............. . .... . ......... .. ........ . ... . ... . ............... . .. . 

Membership and attendance . .. ... . .. .. . . ..... ... .. .. . . . . . . ...... . .... . . . .. ... .. .. .. . 

Credentials ......... . ......................... . .. . ................... . ..... . .... .. . 

Election of officers . . . . .. .. ..... . . .. ... ... .. .. ..... .. .... ........... .. .. .. .... . ... . . 

Organization of work ... . .. ....... . .. ... ... ...... . .. ....... ... . .. ........ .. ..... . . . 

B. Agenda ........ . .............. . .. . . . .. ... ... .. ........ . ........................... . 

C. Account of proceedings ......... . .... . ......... . .... . ............. .. . . ........... .. . . 

Membership and associate membership of the Commission ................... . ....... . 

Economic and social situat ion and trends in Africa .. . . . . ... . ..... ... .... . ... ... ... .. . 

African institute for economic development ami planning ....... . ............. .. ...... . 

Establishment of an African development bank ... . ... .. .. ... .... . . . ...... .. ... ... . .. . 

Economic and social development 

General aspects of development policies ami programming ........ .. ............. .. . . 

Public administration ............. . . .. ......... .... ..... . . . . . .... ... .. .. ... ...... . 

Community development and social welfare ....... . ............. . .... . ......... . .. . 

Housing, town planning and urbanization .. ..... . ... . ......... . ... ... .. . .. . . .. .... . 

Industrial resources and development ....... .. .................................... . 

Transport and communications ............. ........... .. .. ..... .... . ....... . ... . . . 

Agricultural problems . .......... . ... ... .. .... ...... .. ............... . .. . .. . ..... . 

Monetary, financial, trade and commodity problems ...... ... .. .. ...... .. .... .. ... .. .. . 

International assistance to Africa 

Statistics 

Training 
•••• ••• • 0 •••••• •••••• ••• • ••• • • • • • ••• •••••••••••••• •• ••• ••• ••• •••••• ••• ••• •• 

iv 

Paragraphs Pag• 

133-134 16 

135 16 

136-139 16 

140-141 16 

142-162 17 

142-154 17 

142 17 

143-150 17 

151 18 

152 18 

153 18 

154 18 

155-157 18 

155 18 

156 18 

157 18 

158-160 18 

159 19 

160 19 

161-162 19 

161 19 

162 19 

163-305 19 

163-177 19 

163 19 

164-172 19 

173 20 

174 20 

175-177 20 

178-179 20 

180-305 22 

191-204 23 

205-215 25 

216-237 28 

238-241 30 

242-271 30 

242-243 30 

244-249 31 

250-256 31 

257-259 32 

260-261 32 

262-263 33 

264-271 33 

272-277 34 

278-283 35 

284-286 36 

287-289 37 



Implementation of decisions on decentralization of the economic and social activities of the 
United Nations and strengthening of the regional economic commissions ............. . 

Staffing problems ................................................................. . 

Programme of work and priorities .................................................. . 

Date and place of meeting of the sixth session ...................................... . 

Adoption of the report and closing of the session ................................... . 

Paragraphs Page 

290-292 

293-295 

296-300 

301-302 

303-305 

37 

37 

38 

39 

39 

PART III. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS FIFTH SESSION .................... . 39 

PART IV. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ............ . 49 

PART V. PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR 1963-1964 ............................... . 49 

49 A. Observations on the programme of work and priorities 306-316 

B. Annotated list of projects for 1963-64: 

I. 

I. Economic and social development 

II. Economic surveys and reviews, finance and international trade ........................... . 

51 

55 

III. Industry, transport, natural resources and housing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

IV. Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

V. Statistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

VI. Public administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 

VII. Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

ANNEXES 

List of delegations and observers at the fifth session of the Commission 70 

II. List of publications and principal documents issued since the fourth session of the Commission . . . . . . . . . 73 

III. Terms of reference of the Economic Commission for Africa 

IV. Rules of procedure of the Economic Commission for Africa 

v 

74 

76 



•• UNITED NATIONS ~· .. : .. ~ 
~ ~ ' ,.·' ~ ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
~ '~. iJ! OFFICIAL RECORDS 

""""7 ~ THIRTY -SIXTH SESSION SUPPLEMENT No. 10 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

Annual report to the Economic and Social Council, 
covering the period 4 March 1962 to 2 March 1963 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This annual report of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), which covers 
the period 4 March 1962 to 2 March 1963, was adopted by the Commission at its 99th 
meeting on 2 March 1963. It is submitted to the Economic and Social Council at its 
thirty-sixth session in accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of refe­
rence which states that "the Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social Council 
once a year a full report on its activities and plans, including those of subsidiary bodies ".1 

1 The previous activities of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies have been reported to the 
Economic and Social Council in the following documents: Report of the first session (29 December 
1958-6 January 1959) [Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Twenty-eighth session, Sup­
plement No. 10 (E/3201)], Annual Report (7 January 1959-6 February 1960) [Ibid., Thirtieth session, 
Supplement No. 10 (E/3320)], Annual Report (7 February 1960-18 February 1961) [Ibid., Thirty-second 
session, Supplement No. 10 (E/3452 Rev. 1)] and Annual Report (19 February 1961-3 March 1962) [Ibid., 
Thirty-fourth session, Supplement No. 10 (E/3586)]. 

PART I 

WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE FOURTH SESSION 

A. Organization of the secretariat 

STAFFING POSITION 

2. Considerable interest was shown by the Commission 
at its fourth session in the staffing position of the secre­
tariat. By resolution 51 (IV), the Commission established 
a Committee on Staff Recruitment and Training to 
examine the recruitment and stafT training difficulties 
of the secretariat, to assist the Executive Secretary in 
promoting a long-range programme of Africanization, 
to secure a steady supply of competent Africans on a 
permanent basis or for reasonable periods on second­
ment and to devise a programme for training stafT at 
all levels. The Committee comprised seven African 
countries, members of the Commission: Congo 
(Leopoldville), Dahomey, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mali, 
Morocco, Nigeria. 

3. The Executive Secretary welcomed the assistance 
he would receive from the Committee but at the same 
time reserved the Secretary-General 's position, from the 

1 

constitutional point of view, regarding the appointment 
of staff. 

4. In its resolution 50 (IV), on decentralization of the 
economic and social activities of the United Nations 
and the strengthening of the regional economic com­
missions, the Commission supported plans for strengthen­
ing its secretariat. 

5. Meanwhile recruitment of Professional and other 
staff proceeded during the year at a much faster pace 
than before. At the end of 1960, there were 42 Pro­
fessional staff members out of a total of 105; at the 
end of 1961 there were 46 Professional staff members 
out of a total of 160; and by the end of 1962 the 
Professional staff had increased to about 80 out of a 
total of some 240. Excluding the Language Section, 
about 50 per cent of the Professional staff were of 
Mrican nationalities. The approved manning table for 
1963 is 106 (excluding the Language Section) and offers 
of appointment have been accepted or candidates 
formally recommended to Headquarters for all but 6 
of the vacant posts. 



6. It will be seen that the Professional staff has nearly 
doubkd during the year and it is likely that there will 
bl: virtually no vacancies from early in 1963. Further­
morl: the proportion of staff members of African nationa­
litic~ will continue to increase. 

7. Four staff members were provided by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
( FAO). The FAO Regional Statistician for Africa is also 
pm.tcd in Addis Ababa and is supported by a regional 
advi~cr on agricultural statistics. Eighteen regional ad­
visers were provided by the Bureau of Technical Assis­
tance Operations at United Nations Headquarters. Pro­
vision has been made for twenty-eight regional advisers 
to be attached to the Commission from the beginning 
or during the course of 1963. 

8. The financial resources represented by the posts 
remaining vacant throughout 1962 or during part of it 
were fully utilized by appointing short-term consultants 
or by borrowing experienced staff members from other 
United Nations offices to undertake specific studies or 
carry out specific tasks. The Executive Secretary would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking most warmly 
the Under-Secretary for Economic and Social Affairs 
and the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Europe (ECE) for their generous assistance in lending 
staff members despite heavy pressure of work in their 
own departments. Their contribution to the building up 
of the programme of work in industry, resources and 
housing was particularly significant. A major contribu­
tion was assistance with the trade and commodities 
section of the work programme. 

AD~IINISTRATIVE SffiUCTURE OF THE SECRETARIAT 

9. During the year, the administrative structure of 
the secretariat was reorganized and now comprises: 

(a) The Office of the Executive Secretary; 

(b) The Division for Economic and Social Develop­
ment, comprising three sections dealing with projections 
and programming; development problems and policies; 
and social affairs; 

(c) The Division of Trade and Surveys, comprising 
two sections dealing respectively with economic surveys 
and trade; 

(d) The Division of Industry, Transport and Natural 
Resources, comprising four sections dealing with in­
dustry; transport; energy and natural resources; and 
housing, building and town planning; 

(e) The ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division; 

(f) The Statistics Division, comprising four units 
dealing with, respectively, national accounts; advisory 
services; trade and computing; and mechanical matters; 

(g) The Division of Administration, Conferences and 
General Services, comprising a Personnel Office, Finance 
Office, Language Section, Library, Documents Office, 
Registry, Secretarial and Typing Pools and a Documents 
Reproduction Unit. 

10. A Technical Assistance Co-ordination Unit has 
been created in the Office of the Executive Secretary. 

II. A Public Administration Unit, staffed at present 
by regional advisers under funds of the Bureau of 
Technical Assistance Operations, has also been created. 

ll. Summary of work done 

12. Some twenty meetings- attended by participants 
from most African countries - were held during the 
year under review. The secretariat has continued to extend 
advisory services to various African countries. It is 
also playing an increasing part in helping governments 
to draw up technical assistance and Special Fund projects, 
in briefing technical assistance experts and helping in 
the work of these experts by commenting on and evaluat­
ing their reports. In accordance with the General As­
sembly's policy of decentralization, activities of this kind 
can be expected to increase in the future. 

13. During the year the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission was OITicer-in-Chargc of the United Nations 
Operation in the Congo. His special assistant has been 
the United Nations representative in Katanga since 
June 1962. 
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DIVISION FOR ECO)';OMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

14. The Division for Economic and Social Develop­
ment, which comprises the former Economic Develop­
ment Unit, the former Social Research Section and the 
former Branch for Community Development and Social 
Welfare, is responsible for research and operational 
activities within the general area of economic and social 
development. It is divided, for administrative purposes, 
into three sections dealing with, respectively: (a) pro­
jections and programming; (b) development problems 
and policies and (c) social affairs. In organizing the 
work of this new division, account is taken of the fact 
that most projects are both economic and social in 
character. Individual projects may therefore be carried 
out jointly by teams of professionals from the three 
sections. 

15. During the year the Division completed a number 
of studies, most of which were related to meetings and 
seminars as, for example, the Expert Meeting on Com­
prehensive Planning, the Workshop on Urbanization 
in Africa, the Seminar on Population Problems in 
Africa, the Expert Group Meeting on the Organization 
and Administration of Social Welfare Services and the 
second session of the Standing Committee on Social 
Welfare and Community Development. In addition, a 
summer course in economics was organized in Addis 
Ababa for African students and a sub-regional training 
course in community development was conducted in 
Tunis. Moreover, the Division, assisted by regional 
advisers, participated in technical assistance activities 
within its competence and provided advisory services 
to a number of governments at their request. These 
activities were especially significant in community de­
velopment and social welfare, but the necessary facilities 
are being built up progressively also in other fields. 
Finally, significant progress was achieved during the 
year on the establishment of two important institutions: 



the African Development Bank (see paras. 20-32 below) 
and the African Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning (see paras. 123-127 below). 

Projections and programming 

16. In accordance with General Assembly resolutions 
1708 (XVI) and 1718 (XVI), a Regional Centre for 
Economic Projections and Programming was established 
within the Division for Economic and Social Develop­
ment. This regional centre, which will co-operate closely 
with the Economic Projections and Programming Centre 
organized within the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs at Headquarters, has initiated systematic analyses 
of African development plans as well as experimental 
work on long-term projections of African economic 
trends, as part of projections of world economic trends, 
in order to facilitate the formulation of national economic 
plans. Steps are being taken to establish and maintain 
dose contacts between the regional centre and the central 
planning agencies of African governments. 

17. Activities in this field were also guided by the 
recommendations made by the Working Party on Eco­
nomic and Social Development conducted in January 
1962 and by the meeting of the Expert Group on Com­
prehensive Development Planning organized in October 
1962. The latter was organized through direct contacts 
between the secretariat and the planning agencies of 
several countries. The documentation presented to the 
meeting comprised one paper by the secretariat and ten 
papers prepared by the experts describing planning 
methods and procedures in their countries. 

18. In the opinion of the experts, comprehensive 
planning - planning methods and procedures ensuring 
co-ordination of the various elements of development 
plans- should be applied by African governments in 
order to encourage accelerated and balanced economic 
and social development. Over-all growth models were 
found very useful, since they make it possible to deter­
mine the preliminary targets of major aggregates within 
a consistant framework. It was noted that various 
methods had been used in African countries to ensure 
the consistency of projected developments in various 
sectors of the economy and that these methods as a 
rule involved a series of adjustments in sectoral as well 
as in over-all targets before the final plans were prepared. 
Further work would be required to test the applicability 
to African conditions of more detailed models, involving 
the simultaneous determination of a great number of 
variables. 

19. The experts stressed that planning should not 
become a theoretical exercise. Comprehensive planning 
should be preceded by a thorough analysis of the existing 
economic and social structure of the country and this, 
in turn, should be accompanied by the formulation of 
general objectives of economic and social change. 
Moreover, once the general frameworks of the plans 
had been established, considerable time should still be 
spent on further analysis of existing projects as well 
as on the formulation of new projects. Finally, the experts 
attached great importance to the follow-up and imple-
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mentation of plans. These tasks should be entrusted to 
appropriate government bodies possessing sufficient 
authority to carry them out efficiently. 

African development bank 

20. The Commission, at its fourth session, adopted 
resolution 52 (IV) which accepted the principle of the 
establishment of an African development bank, subject 
to further investigations to be carried out by a Committee 
consisting of the following nine member States: Came­
roun, Ethiopia, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Nigeria, Sudan, 
Tanganyika and Tunisia. 

21. The Committee of Nine did not find it possible 
to adhere to the timetable set by resolution 52 (IV) but 
completed its work by January 1963, after having held 
three sessions (at Monrovia, from 18 to 22 June 1962; 
at Douala, from 24 to 27 September 1962; and at Casa­
blanca, from 12 to 22 January 1963 respectively), and 
after it had conducted consultations with African as 
well as non-African governments and institutions and 
had approved a draft charter for the bank and made 
recommendations for its location. The first draft of the 
charter was prepared under the direction of a sub­
committee of four member countries, which held three 
sessions (at Douala, on 24 September 1962, at Geneva, 
from 3 to 10 November 1962, and at Casablanca, from 
7 to 14 January 1963). 

22. The Committee of Nine decided that the African 
consultations should precede the consultations with non­
African governments. The African consultations were 
carried out by three teams, which visited thirty-four 
African countries in August and September 1962. In 
addition, visits on behalf of the Committee of Nine 
were paid to Algeria in January 1963. The non-African 
consultations were conducted by two teams which visited 
the following fourteen countries in October and 
November 1962: Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy 
Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom and 
the United States of America. 

23. The African consultations indicated general 
agreement , in principle, with the proposal to establish 
an African development bank, which was regarded as 
a realistic step towards the attainment of African soli­
darity and as a valuable instrument for the promotion of 
the economic and social development of the continent. 
However, divergent views were expressed regarding the 
steps by which the bank should be brought into being. 

24. There was unanimous agreement on the point 
that the African development bank should provide ad­
ditional resources for the financing of projects located 
in Africa without diverting or interrupting flows of funds 
from non-African countries and institutions under exist­
ing bilateral arrangements. It was also generally agreed 
by the governments consulted that the bank should be 
owned by African governments and that the members 
of the board of governors and of the board of directors, 
as well as the chief executive officer and his deputy, 
should be African. Contributions from non-African 
sources were to be sought in the form of loans or grants. 



25. General support was indicated for the proposition 
that the bank should finance both infrastructure and pro­
ductive projects, directing its soft loan resources to the 
former category of projects. The view was also expressed 
that it would be possible for the bank to play an im­
portant role in promoting needed private foreign and 
dome~tic investment. 

2(1. The Committee appraised the results of the African 
consultations and concluded that there was general sup­
port for thl! establishment of the bank and that sub­
stantially identical views had been expressed on a 
number of important issues. It felt confident that diver­
gencies of opinion, where they occurred, could be over­
come in the drafting of the charter. The Committee 
considered that the views expressed during the consulta­
tions should be regarded as provisional and that definitive 
positions could only be expected in relation to the draft 
charter as a whole. 

27. The non-African governments which were con­
sulted welcomed the initiative of the African governments 
in preparing to bunch an African development bank. 
They all foresaw the possibility of collaboration and 
several indicated their willingness to consider ways and 
means of assisting the bank when it was established. 
However, it was generally felt that specific arrangements 
or commitments involving governments must necessarily 
await the establishment of the bank and the promulga­
tion of its charter. 

28. The need for maximum co-operation with existing 
financial institutions and the avoidance of duplication 
were urged by most of the governments, which welcomed 
the view that the bank should regard the mobilization 
of additional resources and services for Africa as its 
primary objective. It was also generally considered that 
multi-national projects should be given a high priority; 
this position was frequently associated with the view 
that the bank's activities should assist and support the 
harmonious development of the African continent. 

29. The sub-committee considered the principal issues 
involved in the drafting of the charter in the light of the 
African and non-African consultations and established 
policy directives for the guidance of the legal experts 
preparing the draft texts of the charter of the bank. 
The texts were submitted to the sub-committee at its 
final session for consideration and thereafter presented 
to the Committee of Nine. 

30. In the course of the African consultations, many 
governments expressed their interest in having the bank 
established on their territory. The Committee decided 
therefore to send a letter to African governments, indicat­
ing the facilities required for the bank's headquarters 
and requesting interested governments to advise the 
Committee of the facilities which were or could be made 
available by their respective countries. 

31. At its final session, the Committee of Nine con­
sidered the report of the sub-committee and adopted a 
draft charter for the bank including provisions regarding 
its administrative and financial structure; it considered 
proposals concerning the bank for further action prior, 
and subsequent, to the Conference of Finance Ministers 

as well as proposals concerning the Conference. ft also 
adopted its final report to the Conference of Finance 
Ministers. 

32. In carrying out its tasks, the Committee was 
assisted by experts recruited by the Executive Secretary 
in accordance with the Commission's resolution 52 (IV), 
and by ollicials of the Department of Economic and 
Social Afrairs at Headquarters and of the Technical 
Assistance Board in response to resolution !\74 (XXXIII) 
of the Economic and Social Council; that resolution 
had requested the Secretary-General to extend to the 
Executive Secretary the substantive and administrative 
support to enable him to carry out the decisions contained 
in resolution 52 (IV) of the Commission. At its seven­
teenth session, the General Assembly approved requests 
for funds needed to finance the activities of the Com­
mittee of Nine, in response to the hope expressed to 
that effect in Council resolution 874 (XXXIII). 

Population questions 

33. Two analytical studies were completed during the 
year. The first study, which was submitted to the Work­
shop on Urbanization in Africa, discussed the de­
mographic factors and trends related to urbanization 
and examined the changes in recent years in the urban 
and rural populations of African countries. The specific 
items of study were the effects of rapid population 
growth, urbanization and rural urban migration on the 
age and sex structure of the urban population; the rural 
urban differentials in fertility and mortality; problems 
raised by urban hypertrophy; and measures to reduce 
the rate of population tran sfers from rural areas to 
large urban agglomerations. The second study was on 
population distribution, internal migration and urbaniza­
tion in Africa. It reviewed factors of internal migration 
in Africa, factors of population distribution and the 
causes of urbanization and urban concentration in rela­
tion to population growth, and differences in levels of 
living and discussed the measurement of internal migra­
tion, its volume and characteristics, and methods of 
area population projections. 
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34. In addition, a study on fertility, mortality, popula­
tion growth and international migration , begun at United 
Nations Headquarters. was finalized by the secretariat. 
In this study an attempt was made to determine, from 
available and evaluated data, the recent levels of fertility, 
mortality and population growth in a large number of 
African countries and the most likely prospective trends 
in these demographic variables. Work was also un­
dertaken on the documents prepared for the Seminar 
on Popubtion Problems in Africa by outside consultants. 

35. The basic material for the Statistical Handbook 
on Population has for the most part now been collected. 
It is proposed to analyse the material and publish the 
results in stages in order of priority and as revised 
according to more 1ccent data . 

36. Collection of available data for the projection of 
the population of African countries was completed. 
Work has been initiated on the analysis of these data 



and their use for population projections required for 
African projections and analyses of development plans 
(see para. 16 above). 

Seminar on Population Problems 

37. The Seminar on Population Problems in Africa 
met in Cairo from 29 October to 10 November 1962. 
Its report (E/CN.l4/186) was submitted to the fifth 
session of the Commission. Twenty-one member States 
of the Commission, four non-member States and· three 
specialized agencies were represented; staff members 
from Headquarters and from the Commission also 
attended the Seminar. 

38. A primary task of the Seminar was to review demo­
graphic problems in relation to the economic and social 
planning of the countries of the region. Having examined 
population problems and questions of population policy, 
density problems in relation to natural resources, rapid 
population growth due to the generally high birth rates 
and fast-declining death rates, the participants concluded 
that there had been relatively few studies made of the 
economic implications of present and future rates of 
population growth and of the increasing flow of migra­
tion from rural zones to the cities. African governments 
should therefore develop their demographic research 
programmes to remedy the weaknesses of present founda­
tions for population analyses and projections. It was 
agreed that the best projections possible in the circum­
stances should be made in demographic quantities 
required for policy-making and planning purposes. 

39. The Seminar also discussed the need for extending 
and improving basic demographic statistics and assessing 
their quality. One of the principal deficiencies is the 
absence of satisfactory current vital statistics. The 
participants underlined their conviction -that work in 
this field was essential and required priority. Through 
the taking of national censuses and sample surveys 
during recent years, important progress has been made 
in statistics as regards numbers, geographical distribution 
and composition of the population. Important gaps, 
however, still remained. Migration was singled out as 
an important aspect in which present information was 
least satisfactory. Whereas the development of demo­
graphic statistics was continuing at a satisfactory rate, 
fundamental demographic research was progressing at 
a much slower pace. It was therefore agreed that African 
governments should direct demographic studies towards 
questions of developmental policy and planning. 

40. Regional co-operation in filling gaps in demo­
graphic analysis and in the training of specialized 
personnel was also discussed at the Seminar. Participants 
agreed that provision of advisory services, exchange of 
information and experience, through seminars and other 
means, should continue. It was also suggested that 
samples of punched cards from population censuses 
and other demographic inquiries should be pooled for 
centralized tabulations and analyses relating to demo­
graphic questions of common regional or sub-regional 
interest. During the Seminar, it was announced that a 
sub-regional demographic centre would be opened in 
Cairo in the near future. Arrangements are being made 
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for the establishment of a second centre, which would 
serve the English-speaking countries in Africa. The 
Seminar was of the opinion that the early establishment 
of a centre for trainees from French-speaking countries 
in Africa was very necessary. 

Economic and social consequences 
of racial discriminatory practices 

41. In accordance with Commission resolutions 26 (III) 
and 44 (IV), work was continued on studies relating to 
the economic and social consequences of racial discri­
minatory practices. Following the general report sub­
mitted to the fourth session of the Commission (E/CN.14/ 
132 and Corr.l) and in response to resolution 44 (IV) 
-which requested detailed studies of the problem of 
racial discrimination in such crucial areas as human 
investment, rate of growth, size of internal markets and 
growth of domestic industries, patterns of industrializa­
tion, government expenditure and social security mea­
sures - work was commenced on a study of the relation 
between government expenditure and racial discrimina­
tion, in order to determine inequalities reflected in the 
social service budget as between different ethnic groups, 
and to indicate the effect this has on balanced economic 
development in the countries concerned. 

42. Collecting material for this study has proved most 
difficult, especially as no suitable data are readily avail­
able for analysis on a racial basis. It was therefore not 
possible to complete this study in the form originally 
planned, in time for the fifth session. 

43. Under resolution 44 (IV), the Commission further 
requested that the Executive Secretary draw the atten­
tion of the States Members of the United Nations to 
the economic and social repercussions of this serious 
problem of racial discrimination and circulate the results 
of the studies already made or to be made in the future. 
It has accordingly been arranged to publish the first 
report (E/CN.l4/132 and Corr.l), which has been 
revised, for distribution to governments of member 
States. 

Education 

44. The Conference of African Ministers of Education 
was held in Paris at the end of March 1962 under the 
joint auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scien­
tific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the 
Economic Commission for Africa. The secretariat of 
the Commission participated in the preparation of docu­
ments for this Conference and also in other activities 
arising from the Conference of African States on the 
Development of Education in Africa, held in Addis 
Ababa in May 1961. Moreover, representatives of the 
Commission attended a meeting of experts on secondary 
education in Arab States, conducted in Tunis in August 
1962 and the Conference on the Development of Higher 
Education held in Tananarive in September 1962. Con­
sultations are taking place with UNESCO on further 
studies of the social implications of educational pro­
grammes in African countries and on the ways in which 
these can best be co-ordinated with over-all development 
plans. 



Urbanization 

45. A Workshop on Urbanization in Africa was held 
in Addis Ababa from 26 April to 5 May 1962, under the 
joint sponsorship of ECA, the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, ILO, UNESCO and WHO. Almost 
two years of preparatory work had been completed, 
including field missions and the collection at Commission 
headquarters of a considerable amount of material, 
largely unpublished, which now constitutes the nucleus 
of a clearing house on urbanization. Guidance on the 
organization of the Workshop was also given by the 
Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Community 
Development, which discussed the subject of urbaniza­
tion at its first session in February 1962. 

46. Twenty-three governments sent representatives, 
who discussed urban problems together with the staff 
of the sponsoring organizations and with twenty-three 
specially appointed experts. The Commission secretariat 
presented five reports of general interest, illustrated by 
a large number of plans, maps, graphs and diagrams, 
not previously published. Special aspects of urban prob­
lems were dealt with in some twenty reports presented 
by consultants and by other sponsoring organizations. 

47. The Workshop discussed a wide range of subjects 
and made a number of recommendations, the implemen­
tation of which should help to improve conditions in 
African towns. It was recommended, for example, that 
special centres be set up by governments for the study 
and planning of urban growth and that the activities and 
services concerned with urban development be co­
ordinated at all levels. It was also recommended that 
research in demography, industrial opportunities and 
social disorganization be carried out. Careful planning 
was declared essential for better urban development in 
the future and planning methods, later the subjects of 
various recommendations, were fully discussed. 

Social situatio11 in Africa 

48. Country studies on standards of living were 
carried out in two countries. The studies were it~tended 
to analyse existing patterns of statistics on living stan­
dards and to advise governments on methods of develop­
ing such information as a guide to social planning and 
programming. It has been found that a considerable 
amount of information exists on different aspects of 
standards of living, including education , health, nutrition 
and housing, but that it is not co-ordinated, so that often 
one department is not aware of the information which 
is available in another. 

49. A chapter on Africa for the Report 011 the World 
Social Situation was prepared by the staff of the Social 
Research Section. The preparatory work for this chapter 
revealed the need for a constant supply of information 
on trends and programmes in the social field in order to 
place research and operational activities on as firm a 
basis as possible. 

Community development 

50. The programme of work and priorities for 1962-
1963 in community development is reflected in resolu-
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tion 48 (IV), adopted by the Commission on the recom­
mendations made by the experts of the Standing Com­
mittee on Social Welfare and Community Development. 

51. In the execution of the work programme, an evalua­
tion study of the activities of United Nations technical 
assistance in community development has been under­
taken in Morocco and Nigeria by a regional adviser. 
This study deals with the contribution that community 
development can make towards improving community 
life and promoting rural development. It also examines 
the organization and planning of community develop­
ment and the possibilities for its integration into the 
development plan. 

52. The clearing house on social welfare and com­
munity development has collected and distributed impor­
tant documentation on community development, social 
welfare and related subjects in Africa, especially publica­
tions ofthe United Nation s, UNESCO, the ILO and FAO 
and information documents on national programmes of 
community development and social welfare. 

53. On the recommendation of the Workshop on Low­
Cost Housing (an activity within the framework of com­
munity development in Africa) , which met in Tunis in 
October 1961, enquiries were undertaken in eleven 
African countries in 1962 on problems of arrangement 
and rearrangement of villages and small co-opera­
tives, including programmes of self-help. Particular 
attention was paid to the technical and organizational 
aspects of low-cost rural and urban housing programmes, 
the part played by popular efTort in providing housing 
and community facilities and the contribution of local 
services and of government administration. 

54. The second session of the Standing Committee 
on Social Welfare and Community Development was 
held from 4 to 9 February 1963 at Leopoldville. The 
experts invited to participate in this session considered 
reports and documents prepared by the secretariat and 
by consultants on activities and problems in community 
development, social welfare and urbanization, and 
advised the Executive Secretary on the programme of 
work for this subject. 

Social welfare 

55. An Expert Group meeting on the Organization 
and Administration of Social Welfare Services was held 
in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, from I I to 21 April 1962, as 
requested by the third session of the Commission. The 
experts prepared a report on their deliberations (E/CN.I4/ 
169), which was submitted to the Commission at its 
fifth session. 

56. The experts laid great emphasis on the recom­
mendation that governments should be responsible for 
planning and establishing national social welfare pro­
grammes, taking into account local needs and aspirations 
and the part that could appropriately be played by 
voluntary organizations. Co-ordination between govern­
ment and voluntary organizations was considered most 
important. 

57. The group also considered that priority should 
be given to training of staff at all levels and fully endorsed 



the proposed seminar on training for social welfare 
services to be arranged early in 1963. 

58. Preliminary preparations for this seminar have 
been made during the year through contacts with govern­
ments and on the basis of answers to a questionnaire 
circulated in 1961 to all member States, to assemble 
information on organizational structures for social 
services and on existing training programmes. An ana­
lysis of the answers was prepared and submitted as a 
working paper to the Standing Committee on Social 
Welfare and Community Development at its second 
session. A number of other working papers were also 
submitted to the Standing Committee. 

59. Close co-operation has continued during the year 
with the offices of the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) in Africa in connexion with projects requiring 
UNICEF aid to social welfare services. Among these 
was the pilot project, undertaken during the year, on 
urban community development in the municipality of 
Addis Ababa resulting from the study of the applic­
ability of community development techniques to urban 
areas in Africa and from the survey of the social structure 
of Addis Ababa, conducted by the University College 
of Addis Ababa with the assistance of the Commission. 
Advisory services have also been provided to a number 
of governments on the organization and administration 
of social welfare programmes. 

DIVISION OF SURVEYS AND TRADE 

Review and analysis of current trends 

60. Two issues of the Economic Bulletin for Africa 
were published in the period under review. The June 1962 
(Vol. II, No. 2) contained revised versions of six papers 
prepared for the Working Party on Economic and Social 
Development held in January 1962; their titles were as 
follows: " Economic development in Africa: Aims and 
Possibilities "; " Economic Planning in Africa "; " Notes 
on a Method of Comprehensive Planning in Tropical 
Africa ''; " Demographic Factors related to Social and 
Economic Development in Africa "; " Some Problems 
of Social Development Planning in Relation to Econo­
mic Development "; " Social Aspects of Economic 
Development". An introduction to this issue of the 
Bulletin dealt with the main subjects discussed by the 
Working Party. 

61. The second, third and fourth of the papers men­
tioned above were reviewed in the report of the fourth 
session of the Commission (E/3586, paras. 23, 24 and 45). 
The first article deals mainly with a comparative analysis 
of some fifteen African countries, in terms of selected 
indices relating to the structure of production and trade, 
the level of infrastructure, the rate of capital formation 
and, finally, the role and impact of government. In order 
to make the comparisons more significant in terms of 
stages of economic development, the structure of the 
Mexican economy in 1950 has also been included, since 
Mexico is believed to have reached its take-off stage at 
about that time. 

62. The two social papers, which complement each 
other, deal with many aspects of social development 
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planning in relation to economic planning. Inter alia, 
they attempt to treat social development in a more 
quantitative way by discussing experience reached in 
statistical measurements as well as a number of other 
topics such as the criteria for the allocation of public 
funds for social development, the financing of social 
programmes, and the integration of economic and social 
development. 

63. The February 1962 issue of the Bulletin (vol. III, 
No. 1) contained two special articles dealing with the 
present industrial situation in Africa and with indus­
trialization prospects. As in the past, the first part of 
the Bulletin was devoted to a descriptive analysis of 
recent developments in African trade, based partly on a 
document (E/CN.14/STC/2) submitted to the first ses­
sion on the Standing Committee on Trade. 

64. According to the Bulletin, world economic con­
ditions in 1961 were considerably less favourable to the 
growth of international trade than in the preceding year. 
The value of world exports, which in 1960 expanded at 
a rate of almost 12 per cent, showed in 1961 only a 
moderate increase of somewhat over 4 per cent. Exports 
from developed areas progressed faster than total world 
exports while those from under-developed areas registered 
hardly any advance. African exports fared better than 
exports from Latin America and South and South East 
Asia, but the rate of increase recorded in 1961 was 
nevertheless drastically lower than in the preceding year: 
2 per cent only in comparison with 8 per cent in 1960. 
The change on the import side was even more striking, 
for, whereas in 1960 African imports increased by about 
10 per cent, the year 1961 witnessed an absolute decline 
in the total value of imports of the region. As pointed 
out in the Bulletin, the unfavourable change in Africa's 
trade position between 1960 and 1961 was due primarily 
to outside cyclical factors, although some internal 
factors of a non-recurring nature may also have con­
tributed to the change. The long-term trends in prices 
of Africa's main export commodities remain highly un­
certain, so that increases in production along the existing 
pattern do not appear likely to benefit Africa propor­
tionately in terms of foreign exchange proceeds. A more 
detailed account of the short and long-term prospects 
of major African export commodities was included in 
the Bulletin. 

65. The activities of the secretariat in international 
trade were aimed mainly at the preparation and organiza­
tion of the first session of the Standing Committee on 
Trade which was established by resolution 28 (III). A 
short review of the first session of this Committee is 
given below (see paras. 67-72). 

66. In addition the secretariat organized an Expert 
Panel on Transit Traffic in West Africa (see para. 77 
below) and consulted with government officials of 
various countries and with experts employed by several 
international economic organizations and the collection 
of documentation. The secretariat received valuable 
assistance from ECE, GATT, the International Chamber 
of Commerce and from other bodies in these activities. 
Advantage was also taken of the assistance of con­
sultants. 



Standing Committee on Trade 

67. The first session of the Standing Committee on 
Trade was held from 12 to 20 September 1962 at the 
headquarters of the Commission and was attended by 
sixty-two participants and observers, including repre­
sentatives of twenty-three member and associate member 
States, nine observer States and four intergovernmental 
organizations. The report (E/CN.l4/174 and Corr.l and 
Add.l-2) was submitted to the Commission at its fifth 
session. 

68. The primary tasks of this session were to review 
generally the trade and trade policy questions facing 
African countries with the object of formulating a 
practical common approach, to supervise and co-ordinate 
the activities of the subsidiary bodies of the Committee 
and to give general direction to the activities of the 
secretariat in the field of trade. 

69. Seventeen documents were presented to the dele­
gates. The three main ones dealt with recent developments 
in African trade (E/CN.14/STC/2), European integration 
and African trade (E/CN.l4/STC/4) and African trade 
with centrally planned economies (E/CN.14/STC/5). 

70. The agenda contained three main sections, dealing 
with Africa's overseas trade, intra-African trade and 
trade promotion. Little was said about problems con­
nected with the European Economic Community (EEC) 
since it was recognized that this issue was, at this stage, 
rather uncertain because of the continuing negotiations 
on a new convention of association and between the 
EEC and the United Kingdom. In the field of trade 
proper, attention was centred on intra-African trade. In 
this connexion, it was pointed out that it would be 
necessary to find means of co-ordinating the projects 
and programmes of the Standing Committee on Trade 
and of the Working Party of the Whole of the Standing 
Committee on Industry and Natural Resources. 

71. It was also noted that trade with Asia raised 
several important issues and that there were obvious 
prospects of rapid expansion for the export of most 
African products. The discussion on trade promotion 
covered a number of points of a more technical nature, 
such as state trading, long-term trade arrangements, 
fairs and exhibitions, trade intelligence and training 
courses in trade promotion. It was recognized that the 
potentialities of trade expansion were not likely to 
materialize automatically. The Committee also discussed 
the problems of commodity stabilization; for this item 
it had before it the report of the African Meeting on 
Commodity Stabilization (E/CN.l4/205) (sec para. 76 
below). It was agreed that it was vital to stop the down­
ward trend in commodity prices, particularly in view 
of the significant role played by primary exports in ceo­
nomic development. The delegates felt that commodity 
problems were highly technical and required detailed 
consideration by bodies established specifically to under­
take studies and consultations on the subject. 

72. After thorough discussion of these points, the 
Standing Committee recommended that: 

(a) The Executive Secretary should follow the work 
undertaken by other international bodies on the effect 
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of regional groupings on under-developed countries and 
suggested that the possibility of convening an ad hoc 
committee to consider these problems should be studied; 

(b) The secretariat should continue to keep under 
review the development of trade with centrally planned 
economies with particular reference to the experience of 
African countries; 

(c) A study of African trade with Asia, if possible 
in co-operation with the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East (ECAFE), should be undertaken; 

(d) The Commission should establish a standing com­
mittee on transport at its fifth session; 

(e) The secretariat should study intra-African trade 
both in an aU-African and in a sub-regional framework; 

(f) State trading as well as long-term trade arrange­
ments should be subject to studies by the secretariat 
on the basis of information and appraisal supplied by 
those governments which have significant experience in 
this field; 

(g) The problems connected with the arrangement of 
an African trade fair should be studied and an expert 
group established to assist in this work; 

(h) The Executive Secretary should contact African 
governments to make practical arrangements for the 
secretariat to be kept informed about significant develop­
ments in their trade on a regular basis; 

(i) A questionnaire designed to obtain information on 
existing economic intelligence facilities in African coun­
tries should be circulated; 

(i) The possibilities for arranging in-service training 
in the Trade Section of the Economic Commission for 
Africa and training courses for small traders should be 
considered; 

(k) The Executive Secretary should keep in close 
contact with the bodies established for studies and con­
sultations on commodity problems, for the purpose of 
reporting to its next session on any significant develop­
ments in this field; 

(I) The next session of the Standing Committee on 
Trade should be convened during the period from 
15 November to I 6 December I 963 and should take 
place in Niamey, Niger. 

73. Steps have been taken by the secretariat to imple­
ment the above recommendations. Contacts have been 
established with the International Chamber of Com­
merce to obtain assistance in the preparation of a study 
on an African trade fair; questionnaires have been 
circulated to governments in preparation for a thorough 
study on long-term trade and payments agreements in 
Africa; and a list of publications and periodicals on 
commercial matters of current interest to African coun­
tries has been circulated to governments to assist them 
in establishing or improving their national economic 
intelligence units. 

Foreign Trade Newsletter 

74. Three issues of the Foreign Trade Newsletter were 
prepared in 1962. Most of the information published in 
the Newsletter, such as conclusion of trade and pay-



ments agreements, changes in tariffs and quotas, foreign 
exchange regulations, marketing of produce and estab­
lishment of state trading agencies, was taken from news­
papers· and periodicals. The secretariat has so far had 
no access to unpublished sources. Member and associate 
member governments of the Commission have now been 
contacted to nominate permanent correspondents for 
the Newsletter in each African country. 

75. Each Newsletter contained one article of topical 
interest to African governments. The first issue of the 
Newsletter contained a descriptive and factual article on 
the most important integration endeavours among 
African countries in 1961, such as the African and 
Malagasy Organization for Economic Co-operation 
(OAMCE), the Casablanca group and the Monrovia 
group. The second issue carried a review of some of 
the most significant developments in the tariff field in 
Africa between 1960 and 1962. The third presented a 
statistical review of the intra-African trade flows. 

African meeting on commodity stabilization 

76. By its resolution 25 (III), the Commission at its 
third session requested the Executive Secretary to call 
a meeting of African primary producing countries to 
consider the position of the agricultural export com­
modities of main interest to them. Documentation for 
the meeting, which was organized in co-operation with 
the ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division and with the 
assistance of the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs at Headquarters, included a paper on national 
marketing boards and price stabilization funds in African 
countries as well as a number of commodity studies. 
Invitations were extended to the governments of twenty 
member and associate member States. Seventeen of 
these were represented at the meeting together with three 
non-member governments and three intergovernmental 
organizations. The discussion covered national and 
international sub-regional and regional measures for 
commodity stabilization. National stabilization measures 
actually applied by African countries were reviewed and 
appraised, as were international commodity agreements 
of interest to African countries. The delegates further­
more discussed the possibilities of joint action by African 
countries in production and marketing. The main con­
clusion to be drawn from the report (E/CN.l4/205), 
which was submitted to the Commission at its fifth 
session, is that the problems facing African countries 
in the commodity field should. be approached on a 
world-wide basis. 

Expert panel on transit traffic in west Africa 

77. The Working Party on Customs Administration 
in West Africa, which met in Dakar, Senegal, in 1961 
under the auspices of the Standing Committee on Trade, 
recommended that a small panel of experts should 
undertake a thorough study of transit traffic in west 
Africa. This group met in Accra in December 1962. 
Documentation included a paper by the secretariat on 
the problems of the customs transit of goods in west 
Africa as well as papers presented by the experts. The 
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Panel, reviewing the present state of transit arrangements 
in the sub-region and discussing relevant problems to 
be solved, adopted recommendations on: 

(a) Freedom of transit; 
(b) Extension of the system of summary declaration 

of goods; 
(c) A standard declaration of goods in transit; 

(d) Desirable administrative changes in customs 
guarantees; 

(e) Bonded customs transit warehouses; 
(f) The adoption and putting into force of the Customs 

Convention on the International Transport of Goods 
under cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention). 

The report of the Panel (E/CN.14/206 and Add.l) was 
submitted to the Commission at its fifth session. 

African common market 

78. The Working Party of the Whole of the Standing 
Committee on Industry and Natural Resources, which 
met in December 1962, recommended strongly that the 
Executive Secretary be requested to accelerate basic 
studies on the problems and measures required to estab­
lish an African common market in a regional and sub­
regional setting. While the subject itself was by no means 
new to the secretariat, this was the first time that a re­
commendation of this kind had been made in explicit 
form. It was approved by the Commission at its fifth 
session and its implementation will now require serious 
additional work spread over a number of years as is 
the case with the work being done by the secretariat of 
the Economic Commission for Latin America towards 
the creation of a Latin American common market. 

79. It should be emphasized, however, that a number 
of projects completed or about to be completed by the 
secretariat, can be regarded as necessary parts of the 
preliminary work. Instances of this can be found in some 
of the operational activities in African trade, such as the 
Working Party on Customs Administration held in 1961 
or the Expert Panel on Customs Transit Traffic in West 
Africa convened in December 1962. The same is true 
of various studies, in particular those dealing with major 
aspects of the problems relating to the development of 
intra-African trade in a sub-regional and all-African 
setting (sec project 12-01 of the 1963-64 work pro­
gramme). These examples, to which should be added 
other projects in trade, industry and transport, show 
that, anticipating the future course of events, the secreta­
riat has already started work along lines which logically 
converge towards the basic issues raised by the possible 
establishment of an African common market. 

DIVISION OF INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

80. The last report of the Commission pointed out 
that the Division existed only in embryo form at that 
time. Intensive steps were undertaken to build up the 
staff of the Division and to plan its programme in 



detail towards the end of 1961, and the Division's 
Director took up his duties on a permanent basis in 
May 1962. The principal preoccupation of the year has 
been the recruitment of staff which, in the meantime, 
has been reinforced by short-term consultants and by 
personnel on short-term loans from other United Nations 
offices. Considerable progress has been made and the 
point has now been reached where staff have either taken 
up their duties, or have been appointed and arc expected 
to arrive shortly, or have been recommended for appoint­
ment, thus covering all the vacancies in the Division's 
manning table authorized for 1963. Seven regional ad­
visers provided by the Bureau of Technical Assistance 
Operations will be attached to the Division from the 
beginning or during the course of 1963 and there will 
continue to be some recourse to short-term specialist 
consultants. It can be expected, therefore, that the Divi­
sion will reach its fully authorized strength for 1963 
by the middle of that year. 

Industry 

81. At its fourth session, the Commission adopted an 
extensive programme of work in the field of industry, 
though still in broad terms, and decided to set up a 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources. 
Since the Commission attached the highest priority to 
this part of its work, it was decided to convene the 
first meeting of the Standing Committee in December 
1962. The Industry Section concentrated its efforts on 
the preparation for the Committee of a preliminary 
basic study on industrial growth in Africa (E/CN.l4/ 
INR/1). The first objective of this study was to survey, 
broadly, trends in industrialization during the past 
decade and to point out to the Committee the enormous 
and concrete possibilities for industrial development in 
Africa during the next decade; the second objective was 
to suggest the lines of a detailed programme of work 
for the Commission. 

82. The study disclosed that there was great scope 
in almost all African countries for import substitution, 
mainly through further processing of agricultural raw 
materials· there was also scope for the further processing 
of those ~ame raw materials as well as of minerals, with 
the object of adding to the unit value of exports. There 
was, nonetheless, deliberate concentration on oppor­
tunities which should be taken now to build up an entire 
range of strategic modern industrie~. In view . of the 
limited size of markets in most Afncan countnes and 
of the heavy investment required, emphasis was laid 
throughout the study on the need for sub-regional 
co-operation in the creation or expansio!l of such 
industries. Two preliminary chapters dealt With the eco­
nomic setting in Africa and the present state of industrial 
development and were prepared, i~zter al~a, ~o dcmons~rate 
the realistic prospects of reducmg w1thm a relatively 
short time the economic distance between present levels 
of industrialization in African countries and in, for 
example, western Europe. These were followed by a 
discussion of the present state of industrial planning 
in Africa. The central part of the paper consisted of 
studies of recent developments and prospects for expan-

sion in selected major industries: iron and steel, non­
ferrous metals, engineering, chemicals and fertilizers and 
textiles. 

83. As it was not possible to obtain a quorum, the 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources 
met as a Working Party of the Whole, having also a 
sub-working party on natural resources (see para. 89 
below). The Committee strongly approved the secreta­
riat's approach to industrial problems and adopted a 
far-reaching programme of work in both industry and 
natural resources. Two continuing projects, on which 
work has proceeded steadily throughout the last year, 
were the composition of an inventory of African in­
dustries and the collection, for eventual publication, of 
statistical data. Emphasis was placed on the need to 
develop industrial research, technological education and 
training at all levels, in co-operation with the United 
Nations Industrial Development Centre and the spe­
cialized agencies concerned. The main features of the 
programme were to be investigations into the possibili~ies 
of sub-regional co-operation in the balanced integratwn 
of industrial development plans and a series of intensive 
studies on the prospects of setting up strategic modern 
industries, wherever possible, on a sub-regional basis. 

84. A number of shorter papers were prepared for 
consideration by the Committee, most of them by the 
specialized agencies on their own programmes of w?rk 
in industry and natural resources. The representatives 
of these agencies played a considerable part . i~ the 
discussions, as did the United Nations Comm1sswner 
for Industrial Development and the Director of the Steel, 
Engineering and Housing Division of ECE. Their parti­
cipation in the meeting demonstrated both the. develop­
ment and the growing integration of th~ mdust~1al 
development programme of the United Natwns fam1ly. 

Transport 

85. During the year good progress was made with 
the collection of statistical and other data on transport 
by sea, air, road and rail. In accordance with th~ Com­
mission's resolution 60 (lV), a transport economist and 
a civil engineer visited the west African sub-region and 
discussed the work to be done on transport when the 
sub-regional office of the Commission in Niamey (Niger) 
is opened. Substantial data have been collected for a 
basic study to determine the balance which is necessary 
between the various forms of transport in order to 
achieve effective co-ordination, not only between forms 
of transport, but also between countries, thus promoting 
the steady dcvclopmcnt of transport facilities. 
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86. Much of the time of the Transport Section has 
been devoted to preparing for the Conference on Eastern 
African Transport Problems which met at Addis Ababa 
from 29 October to 9 November 1962 and which was 
well attended, both by governments and other interna­
tional organizations. Nine documents and working 
papers were prepared by the secretariat for the Confer­
ence and others were submitted during the Conference 
for discussion by the participants. The primary tasks 
of the Conference were to examine problems of sub-



regional traffic and traffic control, study the need for 
co-ordination of the various modes of transport and 
consider arrangements for a sub-regional highway net­
work. Three ad hoc working parties, which met during 
the conference, presented a series of recommendations 
subsequently adopted, covering policy aspects of trans­
port, technical aspects and civil aviation and tourism. 
A substantial programme of work on the transport 
problems of the sub-region was adopted. 

87. A full account of other activities in transport 
during the year can be found in document E/CN.l4/l94 
and Add. I. Much thought has been given to the develop­
ment of a more comprehensive programme of work and 
to the ways and means of implementing it. 

Energy and natural resources 

88. Preparations are well advanced for a meeting on 
electric power to be held in Addis Ababa from 21 to 31 
October 1963. The principal aims of the meeting are 
to facilitate contacts between officials and experts con­
cerned with African energy problems, in particular, 
with electric power; to promote an exchange of views 
on energy resources in Africa and the extent to which 
they are utilized; to assess the expected increase in 
demand for electric power and the ways and means of 
meeting it; and to provide documents, of both a metho­
dological and of an economic nature, designed to 
facilitate solutions to problems of common interest 
raised by certain countries. It can be expected that a 
continuing programme of work in this field will be 
initiated, to be followed by a more detailed consideration 
of other energy problems in addition to those concerning 
electric power. 

89. Preparations arc also well advanced for the con­
vening of an African Conference on Cartography to be 
held in Nairobi (Kenya) in July 1963. Work is still at 
an early stage on minerals and water resources and 
hydrology, since the Energy and . Natural Resour~es 
Section, which will comprise umts concerned wtth 
energy, minerals, water resources and hydro!ogy and 
cartography, is only now taking shape. A detailed long­
range programme of work on minerals and on wat~r 
resources and hydrology was drawn up- on the basis 
of suggestions put forward by the secretariat- by the 
sub-working party of the Working Party of the Whole 
of the Standing Committee on Industry and Natural 
Resources; this work programme was subscquent~y 
adopted by the Working Party of the Whole. Here, m 
particular, there is need for the closest possible co­
operation between the international agencies and others 
concerned and the Commission should take more and 
more responsibility as central co-ordinating point. 

Housing, building and town planning 

90. A meeting of experts on housing problems in 
Africa met from 9 to 18 January 1963 in accordance with 
the terms of Commission resolution 53 (IV). The objec­
tives were to exchange views on the present housing 
situation; to define the main problems and the conditions 
necessary for their solution; to suggest ways and means 
of formulating and executing national housing policies; 
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and to recommend to the fifth session of the Commission 
a programme of work and continuing arrangements 
within the Commission for the examination of housing 
and related problems. 

91. A preliminary survey of housing in Africa (prob­
lems and policies) was prepared for consideration by 
this meeting; this was mainly based on visits to selected 
African countries by staff officials from the ECE and 
from the Department for Economic and Social Affairs. 
Suggestions for a possible long-term programme of 
work on housing, building and town planning were put 
forward by the secretariat for consideration, as a matter 
of priority, by the meeting of experts. 

92. A Section on Housing, Building and Town Plan­
ning has now been set up within the Industry, Transport 
and Natural Resources Division and will work closely 
with the Division for Economic and Social Development 
which is concerned with the sociological aspects of 
housing and the contribution of community development 
policies to self-help housing. 

ECAJF AO JOINT AGRICULTURE DIVISION 

Agricultural progress and developments 

93. As a result of improvement in the staff situation 
and the availability of source material, progress is being 
made in the systematic assembly of information on the 
agricultural situation in the countries of the region. 
Background studies have been prepared for a number of 
the larger countries and current information is being 
filed. This will provide a source for documentation on 
the region, as briefing material for country visits and as 
a basis for contributions to the long-term economic 
survey of Africa planned for 1963-64. Information con­
tinues to be assembled regarding current trends in pro­
duction, trade and prices of agricultural commodities 
of special importance to Africa. A staff member spent 
three months working with the Commodities Division 
of FAO in order to gain experience of FAO methods and 
sources and to ensure better co-ordination of work. 

94. Documentation prepared included a number of 
brief papers for the fifth session of the Commission, 
including reports on livestock development (E/CN.l4/ 
198), agricultural credit (E/CN.l4/200) and irrigation 
development (E/CN.l4/201); FAO supplied documents 
on the food and agricultural situation (E/CN.l4/181), 
the use of food surpluses (E/CN.l4/195), the control 
of the desert locust (E/CN.l4/199) and African timber 
trends (E/CN.l4/l97). Documents were also prepared 
for the FAO/ECA Development Centre on Agricultural 
Credit for Africa, covering the economic background, 
credit aspects of land reform and of marketing, the 
relations between credit and extension services and the 
place of agricultural credit in national plans. Commodity 
notes have been prepared for the Economic Bulletin for 
Africa (vol. III, no.l). A new development in the course 
of the year has been the publication of the Agricultural 
Economics Bulletin for Africa. It is proposed to issue 
this bulletin twice or thrice during the year. The first 
issue appeared in Spetember 1962 and the second in 
January 1963. 



95. In connexion with agricultural development pro­
grammes and planning, information continues to be 
collected on the agricultural development programmes 
of governments. Several staff members of the Division 
assisted in the preparation of the agricultural section of 
the 1962-67 development plan for Ethiopia by serving 
on the planning committee and also on sub-committees 
for marketing and forestry and by helping to prepare 
the draft of the plan. A member of the Division parti­
cipated in the first FAO Meeting on Agricultural De­
velopment Planning in the African Region in Tunis in 
November 1962. 

96. Factors promoting the transition of farmers into 
the monetary sector were the main subject studied by 
the FAO/ECA Development Centre on Agricultural 
Credit for Africa, sponsored jointly by the Commission 
and by FAO, in May 1962: the report on the Centre 
was submitted to the Commission at its fifth session 
(E/CN.l4/200). The Division provided the director, 
secretary and assistant secretary of the Centre, contri­
buted the documents mentioned in paragraph 94 above, 
led the discussion of a number of items of the agenda 
and assisted in the preparation of the report of the 
Centre. Preparations are being made with FAO for a 
joint development centre on land policies for west 
Africa to complement the similar centre for east and 
central Africa organized in 1960. It is proposed to have 
the west African centre in Sierra Leone in November 
1963. Another project aimed at improving the com­
mercial efficiency of African producers has arisen from 
Commission resolution 56 (IV), which recommended 
the Executive Secretary, acting in collaboration with 
FAO, to call a meeting of experts to study measures 
for immediate action in the field of livestock production. 
As pointed out in document E/CN.l4/198, preliminary 
arrangements to convene a small expert panel in I 962 
were suspended upon receipt of an offer from FAO to 
include economic and social aspects of livestock pro­
duction under Commission sponsorship in a develop­
ment centre on animal production and health to be con­
ducted in 1963. The agenda and documentation for this 
centre arc in preparation. Another important factor in 
increasing agricultural efficiency examined during the 
year has been irrigation. A consultant visited a number 
of countries in north and eastern Africa to examine the 
economic and social factors involved in establishing 
irrigation projects. A preliminary report (E/CN. 14/201) 
was presented to the Commission at its fifth session. 
The full report will be made available to governments 
shortly. 

97. The African timber trends study is continuing 
through the services of a consultant who is working 
closely with F AO headquarters. This study aims at 
assessing the present level of forest product consumption 
in African countries and the probable levels in 1975 
and in the year 2000, in order to constitute a guide for 
forest development programmes. A report (E/CN.14/197) 
was presented to the Commission at its fifth session. 
General questionnaires were worked out and distributed 
to governments in 1961 as guides for surveys within 
each country. In some cases surveys are already available 
and these are being assembled. Guidance is being pro-

vided to some areas through staff visits; forest services 
are being assisted by international experts working in 
the countries and by national statistical services. The 
survey is taking longer than expected due to the complex 
nature of the problems involved, but it is hoped to have 
partial results at least in 1963. The Commission's resolu­
tion 46 (IV) emphasized the importance of this survey 
and of inventories of existing forests. It also called for 
sub-regional treatment including sub-regional meetings. 
Document E/CN.l4/197/Add.l lists a number of rele­
vant meetings planned in the ncar future. 

Distribution and consumption of agricultural products 

98. The examination of trends in the level and direc­
tion of agricultural exports continues on a commodity 
basis. 

99. The livestock survey in Ethiopia, begun in 1961, 
has been completed and is available as a guide to potential 
suppliers of livestock for export. A general paper pre­
pared by a Commission consultant on the methods of 
livestock surveys in semi-nomadic areas has also been 
prepared and is being made available to governments. 

100. The Division took an active part in the African 
Meeting on Commodity Stabilization, held in Lagos 
from 30 July to 6 August 1962, in accordance with the 
Commission's resolution 25 (III) (sec para. 76 above). 
Technical data on national marketing boards and price 
stabilization funds in African countries were collected 
and formed the basis of one of the main documents 
for discussion. Arrangements were made with FAO to 
prepare a series of commodity studies on palm kernels 
and oil, cotton, coffee, cocoa, sisal and rubber. A staff 
member prepared a study on groundnuts and groundnut 
oil in collaboration with F AO and another served as 
secretary for the meeting. 

101. Assembly and analysis of information on market­
ing boards and related organizations is also being carried 
out in co-operation with the FAO Marketing Branch 
for the preparation of a handbook on the organization 
and operations of marketing boards. Also for this purpose 
visits were made to Kenya, the Somali Republic, Tanga­
nyika, Uganda, Nyasaland and Southern Rhodesia. 

102. No further direct work has been undertaken on 
food consumption levels, but a staff member of the 
Division participated in exploratory missions to the 
Somali Republic and Tanganyika in August and Sep­
tember 1962, within the framework of the World Food 
Programme. Two pilot projects for social and economic 
development, based on food aid, were proposed for the 
Somali Republic and one for Tanganyika (sec E/CN.14/ 
195, para. 13). 
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Assistance and advisory services in agriculture 

103. Technical assistance in agriculture to African 
countries from the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance and the Special Fund is administered by FAO 
headquarters. Under project 34-01 of the work programme 
of ECA, the Division is consulted on proposed pro­
grammes and projects. F AO experts in the fields of 



agricultural planning and marketing in African countr~es 
report to the Division and reports are exchanged With 
the FAO regional offices in Accra and Cairo. 

104. Reference has been made above to the direct 
assistance given to the Government of Ethiopia in the 
preparation of the agricultural section of the new five­
year plan and in conducting a livestock survey in southern 
Ethiopia. Discussions and correspondenc~ have b~en 
carried out with the Government of Tanganyika regardmg 
the reorganization of agricultural marketing boards a~d 
with the Government of Kenya on a market survey m 
the Indian Ocean region. A proposed survey of wild 
life in east Africa, from the points of view of touris~ 
and meat production, which w~s to be. undertaken .m 
conjunction with the East Afncan Institute of Social 
Research, has not yet been conducted because of diffi­
culties in securing a suitable expert. Reference has been 
made above to the proposal for World Food Programme 
assistance to the Somali Republic and Tanganyika. 
Information has been supplied on commodity and market­
ing matters to various government bodies in Ethiopia. 

105. Close liaison is maintained with the Technical 
Assistance Co-ordination Unit. 

STATISTICS DIVISION 

106. In August 1962, the Statistics Section .o~ . the 
secretariat was raised to the full status of a DlVlsiOn. 
It was then reorganized into two sections comprising 
several units each. The change was necessitated by the 
continued growth in scope and in depth of the statistical 
activities of the Commission. At present, one of these 
two sections takes care of co-ordinating current economic 
and social statistics, while the other concentrates on the 
problems of statistical development and !echnical ~ssis­
tance in the region, including the regiOnal advisory 
service. This made possible the elaboration of a work 
programme in which the Con:missio.n and the Bure.au 
of Technical Assistance OperatiOns will collaborate With 
African governments in solving their administr~tive 
problems. Also, as some problems concern other reg1~ns 
as well, inter-regional projects may b~ undertake~ wh1ch 
will produce information and practical suggestiOns of 
great usc to Africa. 

107. The major objective of the Division is to assist 
countries in promoting statistical development to a 
stage where development planning tech~1iques can be 
applied and where statisti~al informa~ion IS adequate for 
policy-making in economic and socwl development. A 
note on statistical development (E/CN.l4/219) was ~ub­
mitted to the Commission at its fifth session. To aclueve 
its aim the Division is progressively building up the 
following three activities: (a) regional adv.isory servi~es; 
(b) active parti~ipati~n in. United NatiOns . tec.hmcal 
assistance operatiOns m Afnca; (c) the org~mzat~on of 
permanent consultations with African cou~tnes .. Fmally, 
the Division is in addition directing an mtens1ve pro­
gramme of training activities which are 

2
reported 

separately in paragraphs 128 and 129 below. 

2 See also E/CN.l4/224. 
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Regional advisory services 

108. The scheme, which was launched to a slow start 
less than two years ago, has quickened its pace during 
the last year. It aims at providing, at relatively short 
notice, a short-term specialized consultative service in 
specific statistical fields for African countries. It is 
intended to supplement the existing forms of longer-term 
technical assistance appointments and to meet specific 
needs where such appointments are not feasible or 
appropriate. A team of three permanent staff members 
and five regional advisers assigned under the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance manned this project. 
During the course of the year, they conducted some 
twenty assignments, varying in duration from a fortnight 
to several months and sometimes longer, in thirteen 
countries of the region. They gave advice on questions 
relating to population census, vital registration, na~io?al 
accounts, public accounts, external trade statistics, 
household, manpower and multi-purpose and other 
sample surveys. In some places, they were called u~on 
to examine national statistical programmes and reqmre­
ments for technical assistance. At least three of the 
regional advisers contributed to the teaching given at 
the United Nations sponsored training centres iu Africa. 

Participation in technical assistance activities 

109. In addition to the recurrent visits to African 
countries by the regional advisers, an intensive pro­
gramme of visits to more than thirty countries by. several 
members of the permanent staff of the secretanat was 
implemented in connexion with the assessment of needs 
for technical assistance and the setting up of country 
programmes for 1963-64. In accordance with an agree­
ment with the United Nations Statistical Office and the 
Bureau of Technical Assistance Operations, the secre­
tariat of the Commission has during the past year 
assumed increasing responsibility for the briefing of sta­
tistical experts assigned to African countries under the 
technical assistance programme. As a result, twenty-five 
such experts were briefed during the c?urse of the past 
year and received guidance from officwls of the Com­
mission either during visits to Commission headquarters 
or at meetings elsewhere. To take full advantage of this 
new practice, the secretariat has remained in touch with 
these experts by correspondence and has followed up 
their progress reports. It is fel~ that this new a~proach 
will give the experts a more soltd base for operatiOn and 
will increase the value of their services and also the 
possibilities for the Commission to co-operate with their 
countries of assignment. 

Sub-regional consultations 

110. In accordance with a recommendation of the 
Second Conference of African Statisticians, consulta­
tions have taken place with heads of statistical offi.ces 
in west north and east Africa since the fourth sesswn 
of the Commission. The purpose of these consultations 
was to ensure co-ordination of training programmes for 
statistical officers and technical assistants and to allow 
for the exchange of information designed to spread 



knowledge of recent statistical developments. A note on 
these consultations was submitted to the Commission 
at its fifth session (E/CN.l4/220). 

Co-operation in the field of data-processing 

111. Particular attention has been given to co-opera­
tion in data-processing. The Division is developing the 
two projects under heading 41-03 in the work pro­
gramme of the Commission. On the one hand, assistance 
has been given to the government of one country and 
it is now planned to help other countries with the process­
ing of external trade data and also with surveys, by using 
the mechanical unit of the Commission. On the other 
hand, the secretariat is following technical developments 
in electronic processing equipment closely and is pre­
paring a report on possible applications of interest to 
African countries. This report is to be submitted to the 
Third Conference of African Statisticians. 

Developments on standards and exchange 
of statistical information 

112. The Statistical Newsletter was produced quarterly 
in 1962, despite technical difficulties in the printing 
facilities. 

113. Methodological manuals are being prepared to 
help solve problems connected with census and vital 
statistics in African conditions, for submission to the 
Third Conference of African Statisticians. The prepara­
tion of manuals on household survey techniques and 
national accounts has been delayed because of the short­
age of specialized staff. 

114. The Seminar on Industrial Statistics, sponsored 
by the Commission and the Statistical Office of the 
United Nations, was held in Addis Ababa from 18 to 
27 July 1962. It was attended by eighteen participants 
from fourteen countries engaged on work in industrial 
statistics. The Seminar was held to provide an oppor­
tunity for an exchange of experience relating to the 
objectives, content and methodology of infrequent and 
comprehensive inquiries into the industrial sector of the 
economy. The report of this Seminar (E/CN.14jl73) was 
submitted to the Commission at its fifth session. The 
Seminar gave its attention to the comprehensive inquiries 
that were to be conducted in countries of the region as 
part of the 1963 World Programme of Basic Industrial 
Statistics and considered the adaptation to African 
conditions of the recommendations of the Statistical 
Commission for use in these inquiries. 

115. The Working Group on the adaptation of the 
United Nations system of national accounts for use in 
Africa met in Addis Ababa in September 1962 for ten 
days to consider an intermediate system of national 
accounts adapted to the internal needs of African coun­
tries, especially for development and planning purposes. 
This work, which is still mainly of a research nature, 
has thrown considerable light on requirements of statis­
tical information for planning purposes. The report of 
the panel (E/CN.14/221) was submitted to the Com­
mission at its fifth session. 

116. The discussions which have taken place at 
statistical and economic meetings since 1959 have enabled 
the secretariat to accumulate direct experience, gained 
in African countries, on statistical development in rela­
tion to planning techniques. It should be mentioned that 
discussions on statistical requirements gave rise to lively 
discussions with statisticians as well as with experts in 
planning, especially at the Working Party on Economic 
and Social Development, in January 1962, and the 
Expert Group on Comprehensive Development Planning 
in October 1962. The experience so far gained should 
now be summarized and disseminated; this suggestion 
will be a main item of discussion at the Third Conference 
of African Statisticians. A preliminary presentation of the 
problem was submitted to the Commission at its fifth 
session (E/CN.l4/219). 

Statistical publications 

117. Two statistical appendices have been published 
as annexes to the Economic Bulletin for Africa. Moreover, 
as a result of the urgent recommendations of the Commis­
sion, a great advance was made in the publication of 
the bulletin entitled African Trade Statistics. Series A 
gives the direction of trade of African countries. Three 
issues have been published (December 1961, June 1962 
and December 1962). Series B gives a detailed cross­
classification of imports and exports by commodity 
groups and by country of origin or destination. The 
data are expressed in United States dollars and set out 
according to a uniform nomenclature (SITC revised),3 
thus permitting extensive analysis of African trade. One 
series, in two booklets, has been published on trade 
data for the year 1960 and another for 1961. The geo­
graphical coverage of series B will be progressively 
extended in 1963. A special issue has also been published 
on intra-African trade for the years 1960 and 1961. 
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118. Processing work on industrial statistics has been 
initiated in a newly-established unit. It is hoped that this 
work will keep pace with the increasing requirements 
of the Division of Industry, Transport and Natural 
Resources. 

119. Finally, the compilation of the national accounts 
series is in progress, covering fifteen countries, in accor­
dance with the directions given by the Working Group on 
National Accounts. This work will be published in 
several booklets, together with the handbook on popula­
tion statistics, in 1963 and 1964. 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

120. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 
1709 (XVI), on the decentralization of the economic and 
social activities of the United Nations and the strengthen­
ing of the regional economic commissions, provision 
was made early in 1962 for the setting up, in the secre­
tariat, of a unit to deal with public administration. 

121. The Seminar on Urgent Administrative Problems 
of African Governments, the report of which (E/CN.14/ 

3 Standard International Trade Classification, Revised (United 
Nations publication, Sales No.: 61.XVII.6). 



180) was submitted to the Commission at its fifth session, 
was organized pursuant to a project approved by the 
Commission at its third session.4 An adviser, who took 
up his duties with the Commission in July 1962, was 
immediately assigned to the organization of the Seminar, 
which took place from 2 to 11 October 1962. Another 
expert, assigned to Ethiopia, had been seconded to the 
Commission on a part-time basis as from the month of 
April 1962, to make preliminary plans for the Seminar. 

122. The report of the Seminar provides guidance for 
African governments, for the Commission and for the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs at Head­
quarters in seeking solutions to the more urgent adminis­
trative problems of African governments. 

TRAINING 

African institute for economic development and planning 

123. This project has made rapid progress as a result 
of the impetus given by the Commission at its fourth 
session. Preliminary contacts were established with the 
Governments of Senegal and the United Arab Republic 
in May and June 1962 with a view to preparing the 
first meeting of the Standing Committee for the establish­
ment of the institute. This meeting took place in June 
1962 at Dakar and its report (E/CN.14/172) was sub­
mitted to the Commission at its fifth session. The Com­
mittee gave specific directions to the secretariat on the 
programme of activities of the institute, the timing of 
these activities and the preparation of a first appraisal 
of the financial problems involved. The panel of experts 
mentioned in the Commission's resolution 58 (IV) met 
at the same time as the Committee and designed a pre­
liminary syllabus for the main course of the institute 
(E/CN.l4/172, annex I). 

124. On the basis of the report, the secretariat pre­
pared a draft budget for the institute and forwarded it 
to the six countries of the Committee together with the 
text of a request for assistance from the Special Fund. 
This project was signed by the Government of Senegal 
in October 1962 and subsequently by other African 
countries. According to the time schedule established 
by the Committee of Six, the main course of the institute 
should start in October 1963 at Dakar, on the assump­
tion that the Special Fund will consider the project for 
approval at the May 1963 session of its Governing 
Council. 

125. Active steps arc being taken to facilitate the 
launching of the institute. In November and December 
1962, a number of countries were visited by staff members 
of the Commission and one UNESCO staff member 
in order to make a pre-selection of students for the 
first course of the institute. This was designed to enable 
the secretariat to employ a provision of $60,000 placed 
at the disposal of the institute for fellowships in the 1962 
technical assistance budget. At the same time, a starting 
team of lecturers was appointed for the preparation of 
teaching materials for the institute. 

4 See E/3452/Rev. I, p. 40, project 01-11. 
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126. Problems of co-ordination with United Nations 
specialized agencies were discussed briefly on three occa­
sions with ILO, FAO, UNESCO and WHO, in June, 
July and December 1962. It is hoped that staff members 
from these organizations will participate in 1963 in the 
preliminary assembling of teaching materials for the 
institute. 

127. A report on the progress made towards the 
establishment of the institute (E/CN.l4/203) was sub­
mitted to the Commission at its fifth session. This report 
also contains proposals on the statute of the institute 
and on financial matters. 

Training of statisticians 

128. Training of statisticians has continued during the 
year and has become one of the major projects on the 
work programme of the secretariat. The need for intensive 
training programmes in statistics at the present time 
arises from the urgent need to replace departing expatriate 
staff with local personnel in newly independent countries, 
the general shortage of middle-level assistants in most 
African countries and new requirements to meet the 
rapid expansion of statistical organizations. To fulfil 
these needs, at least in part, three full-time middle-level 
training centres, established by the United Nations in 
co-operation with the Governments of Cameroun, Ethio­
pia and Ghana were in operation in 1962 in Yaounde, 
Addis Ababa and Achimota. They had a total enrolment 
of sixty-five trainees drawn from sixteen countries in the 
north, east, west and south of Africa. In addition, the 
United Nations assisted, with staff and fellowships, a 
middle-level training centre set up by the Government 
of the Ivory Coast at Abidjan where sixteen trainees 
from five countries were enrolled. During the current 
academic year, about one hundred trainees are taking 
instruction at these four centres. Furthermore, it is to 
be noted that two United Nations-assisted centres are 
now operating ot the national level at Lagos, Nigeria, 
and Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika. 

129. In the training of senior staff, the United Nations 
is continuing its support to the Moroccan statistical 
institute at Rabat which provides a two-year course. 
Eighty students are attending the course for the school 
year 1962-63. In addition, the secretariat is assisting and 
encouraging the introduction of the teaching of statistics 
at several African colleges and institutes and is increasing 
provisions for fellowships at that level. It it now expected 
that the training of statisticians at university level will 
make considerable progress. 

Summer course in economics 
for African university students 

130. The second summer course in economic develop­
ment for African students, under the joint sponsorship 
of the Commission and the United States Agency for 
International Development was held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, from 18 July to 31 August 1962. This was in 
accordance with the Commission's resolution 17 (II), 
on which continuing project 61-04 of the 1962-63 pro­
gramme of work is based. The main objectives of the 



course were to provide an intensive course in development 
economics; to acquaint participating students with the 
similarities and diversities in problems facing African 
countries in the promotion of economic development 
and to afford an opportunity to African students from 
different countries to consider their problems together. 

131. The seminar was attended by thirty students 
from fourteen African countries. The academic level of 
most students attending the seminar was equal to that 
of students in most European and American universities. 

132. The programme of the course included five basic 
fields of study: development economics; planning and 
programming; monetary, financial and international 
aspects of economic development; structural and regional 
problems; and agricultural economics. Students were 
required to give fifteen hours' attendance weekly, evenly 
divided between lectures and discussions. In addition to 
the four professors who gave the courses, nine members 
of the secretariat were invited to deliver special lectures 
dealing with specific aspects of African economic 
development. 

EGA/GATT training courses in commercial policy 

133. In 1962, the secretariat of GATT, with the 
financial assistance of the Bureau of Technical Assistance 
operations and the support of the Commission, held 
two courses on foreign trade and commercial policy in 
Africa, one for French-speaking officials of governments 
in west and equatorial Africa and the other for English­
speaking officials proposed by the governments of 
eastern African States and territories. The first course, 
held in Dakar, was attended by eighteen participants 
from eight countries, and the second, held in Dar-es­
Salaam, was attended by fifteen participants from seven 
countries. 

134. The chief feature of the courses, both of which 
lasted for three weeks, was the combination of discussions 
on the various aspects of commercial policy with discus­
sions on practical trade problems, which existed in the 
country where the course was being held. The programme 
therefore included both theoretical and practical items, 
although the problems discussed were centred on con­
crete cases and facts, including visits and discussions 
with people actually engaged in the production and 
marketing of export products. 

Training course for specialists 
in commzmity development policy 

135. In conformity with a recommendation of the 
Workshop on Community Development, which took 
place in Addis Ababa in September 1959, and within 
the frame of projects of high priority included in the 
Commission work programme for 1962-1963, the second 
training course for specialists in community development 
policy was held from 26 November to 21 December 1962 
in Tunis. This training course was intended primarily 
for the Arab countries of north Africa, both French 
and English-speaking, but it was also attended by spe­
cialists from Ethiopia and Somalia. The number of parti-

cipants was twenty-three. As with the previous course 
given in Dakar in November 1961 for central and west 
African countries, this course also aimed at the training 
of specialists at the highest level of community develop­
ment, who would become advisers, directors or planners 
in their own countries; this was in keeping with the wish 
expressed by those States members of the Commission 
which consider community development to be one of 
the most efficient means for stimulating interest and for 
integrating people progressively into national life. A 
third training course in planned for 1963 for eastern 
Africa. 

Training course for customs officials 
in Eng/ish-speaking countries in west Africa 

136. Following a recommendation of the Working 
Party on Customs Administration, which met at Dakar 
in October 1961, the secretariat undertook the organiza­
tion of a training course for customs officials in the 
English-speaking countries of west Africa, which was 
held in Lagos, Nigeria, from 2 October to 24 November 
1962. It is hoped that a series of such courses designed 
to raise and maintain the standard of efficiency of officials 
in the middle grades of customs administrations will 
follow and that it will thus be possible to facilitate trade 
relations between the countries of the sub-region, to 
promote a sub-regional outlook amongst customs officials 
and at the same time to encourage the officials of neigh­
bouring territories to co-operate with each other. 

137. Seventeen trainees from four west African 
countries attended the course, most of them holding 
responsible positions in their national administrations. 
Their academic background was in general of a standard 
which enabled them to benefit from this more advanced 
type of course. 

138. The syllabus offered a course on general training 
in customs work. The subject was approached in the 
first instance with particular reference to west Africa, 
through the study of such matters as economic geography, 
problems of customs administration affecting the sub­
region as a whole, and bilateral agreements between 
neighbouring countries on customs matters. The syllabus 
continued with a variety of other subjects concerning 
technical customs matters, such as taxation policy, tariff 
nomenclatures, legislation, organization, systems, finance, 
technology and operations against smuggling. Instruc­
tion was interspersed with discussions, revision and 
practical demonstrations. At the request of Nigeria , the 
host country, a short part of the course was devoted to 
modern management techniques. 
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139. The director of the course was provided by the 
secretariat which also undertook part of the tuition 
together with administrative arrangements. The remain­
ing instruction was given by officials of the host country. 
A detailed report (E/CN.I4/226) was submitted to the 
Commission at its fifth session. 

In-service training 

140. During the period under consideration, arrange­
ments were continued for United Nations in-service 



training for African economists. In addition to the 
principal training programme for African economists, 
which was conducted at United Nations Headquarters, 
the Executive Secretary concluded arrangements for three 
trainees to be attached to ECE during 1962 and at the 
same time inaugurated an in-service training programme 
at the headquarters of the Commission where two 
trainees are now gaining valuable experience for their 
future posts. 

141. Definite plans have been made for a substantial 
expansion of this programme. Of significance is the 
appointment of a full-time training officer attached to 
the office of the Executive Secretary. It is also expected 
that, beginning with the 1963-64 training programme, 
financial assistance will be forthcoming from the Bureau 
of Technical Assistance Operations. The secretariats of 
both EEC and ECAFE have expressed their willingness 
to accept a greater number of trainees from the African 
region during the coming year. The Executive Secretary 
has therefore invited governments of member States and 
associate members to nominate candidates for in-service 
training at Commission headquarters with ECE or with 
ECAFE. 

C. Relations with specialized agencies and other 
organizations 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

142. Considerable co-operation has been given to the 
secretariat by ILO. In the preparation of a chapter on 
social conditions in Africa for the Report on the World 
Social Situation, 1963, the Commission's regional adviser 
on social policy received substantial assistance from ILO. 
The ILO regional statistician in Africa visited the secre­
tariat in order to co-ordinate joint policies and the work 
programme with the Statistics Division and also delivered 
lectures on labour statistics at the statistical training 
centres in Addis Ababa and Achimota, Ghana. JLO 
was a co-sponsor of the Workshop on Urbanization 
held in Addis Ababa from 25 April to 5 May 1962 and 
was represented by observers at the first meeting of the 
Standing Committee of Direction of the African Institute 
for Economic Development and Planning, at the Working 
Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee on 
Industry and Natural Resources, at the Seminar on 
Population Problems in Africa and also at the Seminar 
on Urgent Administrative Problems of African Govern­
ments. 

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) 

143. Close working relationships continue to be main­
tained with FAO through the ECA/FAO Joint Agri­
culture Division which was established in 1959 in 
accordance with a memorandum of understanding be­
tween the Executive Secretary and the Director-General 
of FAO. Collaboration has taken several forms, including 
an arrangement to co-sponsor a Development Centre on 
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Agricultural Credit, which was held in May 1962 in 
Addis Ababa. The Joint Division was also represented 
at the first F AO Meeting on Agricultural Development 
Planning in the Africa Region, held in Tunis in November 
1962. FAO contributed documents to the fifth session 
of the Commission on the food and agricultural situation 
(E/CN.l4/181) and on control of the desert locust 
(E/CN.l4/199 and Add.l). 

144. Joint arrangements covering the cost of salary 
and travel have been made to engage a consultant on 
economic and social aspects of irrigation schemes in 
Africa. A Commission consultant is working on the 
African timber trends study (project 31-10), with the 
Forestry Division at FAO headquarters. The Com­
modities Division of FAO assisted in the preparation 
of a number of commodity studies for the meeting on 
price stabilization held in Lagos in 1962. 

145. The rural development officer provided for the 
Joint Agriculture Division in 1961 to work on rural 
credit and extension was transferred during the year, 
but is to be replaced shortly by another experienced 
officer. A permanent post of marketing officer in the 
Joint Division was created by FAO in January 1962. 

146. Liaison continues to be maintained with the 
African and Near East regional offices of FAO, and the 
Director of the Joint Agriculture Division attended 
briefing meetings for F AO country representatives in 
Rome in January 1962. 

147. Co-operation in agricultural statistics has con­
tinued between the Commission and FAO. The FAO 
regional statistician for Africa stationed at Commission 
headquarters assisted by lecturing at the statistical train­
ing centre of the Commission at Addis Ababa. Close 
working relationships have been maintained between 
regional statistical advisers appointed by the Commis­
sion and by FAO in their programmes of travel and 
direct advisory services. Negotiations have been under­
taken with FAO to convene in 1963, together with the 
Commission, a meeting on food consumption surveys. 

148. FAO technical assistance statisticians seconded to 
governments in Africa arc also collaborating in field 
surveys for the African timber trends study; this work 
involves sampling inquiries in individual households. 

149. On 22 June 1962, FAO convened at Tunis the 
first session of the African Commission on Agricultural 
Statistics, at which the Commission was represented by 
an observer; this is to be a continuing body. The problem 
of co-ordination therefore arises, in order to avoid over­
lapping and duplication of efforts with the Conference 
of African Statisticians and discussions on the subject 
are at present taking place between the F AO Division 
of Statistics and the secretariat. The results will be 
reported to the Commission at its sixth session. 

150. FAO was represented at a number of meetings 
sponsored by the Commission, which included the 
Expert Group Meeting on the Organization and Admini­
stration of Social Welfare Services, the Seminar on 
Population Problems in Africa, the Working Party of 
the Whole of the Standing Committee on Industry and 
Natural Resources, and the Seminar on Urgent Admini-
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strative Problems of African Governments and also 
attended discussions on the establishment of an African 
institute for development planning. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 

151. Close contacts were maintained with UNESCO. 
A Conference of African Ministers of Education, held 
in Paris in March 1962, was jointly sponsored by 
UNESCO and the Commission. Collaboration has since 
continued on the follow-up work to the conference. 
UNESCO also co-sponsored the Workshop on Urbani­
zation in Africa and participated in a number of 
Commission meetings including the Meeting of the 
Standing Committee of Direction on the African 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning, 
the Working Party of the Whole of the Standing 
Committee on Industry and Natural Resources, 
the Seminar on Urgent Administrative Problems of 
African Governments and the Seminar on Population 
Problems. UNESCO also delegated field staff to lecture 
at the statistical training centres of the Commission. 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 

152. ICAO sent representatives to the Seminar on 
Urgent Administrative Problems of African Govern­
ments and also to the Eastern African Transport Con­
ference (Addis Ababa, 29 October to 9 November 1962). 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

153. Detailed discussions were held and arrangements 
made with WHO representatives for consultations on 
and tabulation of a tuberculosis survey in Addis Ababa. 
The WHO regional statistician for the Ncar-East visited 
Addis Ababa for consultations and lectured at the 
Statistical Training Centre. In addition to co-sponsoring 
the Workshop on Urbanization, WHO took part in 
the Meeting on the Organization and Administration of 
Social Welfare Services, the Meeting of the Standing 
Committee of Direction on the African Institute for 
Economic Development and Planning, the Working 
Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee on Indus­
try and Natural Resources and the Seminar on Urgent 
Administrative Problems of African Governments . 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(I BRD) and the Inter-American Development Bank 
(IADB) 

154. The Committee on the establishment of an 
African development bank received valuable support 
from the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (113RD) and the Inter-American Develop­
ment Bank (lAD B). An official of the IBRD was seconded 
to the Bank project as a consultant while officials of the 
IADB participated as observers in the first session of 
the Committee and in the second session of the sub­
committee. One of the teams established by the Com-
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mittee for consultations with non-African governments 
and institutions had discussions with officials of the 
IBRD and the IADB during its visits to Washington. 

OTHER UNITED NATIONS BODIES 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

155. The secretariat co-operated closely with UNICEF 
by assisting a number of countries in the planning and 
formulation of UNICEF-aided projects in social welfare. 
UNICEF in its turn sent representatives to the Expert 
Group Meeting on the Organization and Administration 
of Social Welfare Services. 

Special Fund 

156. Relations with the Special Fund consisted mainly 
of appraisal of and comment on projects proposed for 
Special Fund financing within the region. 

World Food Programme 

157. The Commission began collaboration with the 
World Food Programme in August 1962 when a member 
of the ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division joined an 
exploratory mission to the Somali Republic and to 
Tanganyika to define specific projects where surplus 
food could be used for development, for improving the 
nutritional status of the people and for emergency 
relief.5 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

158. In accordance with paragraph 13 of its terms of 
reference, the Commission has continued to keep in 
close touch with the Conference of Independent African 
States, the Economic Committee of the League of Arab 
States, the Commission for Technical Co-operation in 
Africa (CCTA) and the African and Malagasy Organiza­
tion for Economic Co-operation (OAMCE), through 
interchanges at secretariat level. There has been marked 
development in the course of the year in the working 
relations with CCTA and with OAMCE. On an increas­
ing scale, representatives of these organizations and of 
the Commission have attended each others' meetings. 
There has been extensive discussion between senior 
members of the secretariats to eliminate any possible 
duplication of efforts and to provide effective co-opera­
tion in carrying out the work programmes of ECA, 
CCT A and OAMCE. Further steps in co-operation and 
co-ordination can be expected to emerge from a meeting 
between the Executive Secretary of the Commission and 
the secretaries general of CCTA and OAMCE to be 
held in the near future. It should be noted that the full 
realization of the benefits to be obtained from co-opera­
tion between the Commission and other inter-govern­
mental organizations depends not only on close working 
relations between secretariats but also on deliberate 
efforts on the part of member governments. 

5 See also E/CN.l4/195 on the subject of the World Food 
Programme. 



Interim Commission of the International Trade Organiza­
tion/General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (ICITO/ 
GATT) 

159. With the assistance of the secretariat of GATT, 
two courses on foreign trade and commercial policy 
were organized in 1962, the first in Dakar for French­
speaking officials, the second in Dar-es-Salaam for English­
speaking officials. The secretariat of GATT also prepared 
a document on training in commercial policy for the 
first session of the Standing Committee on Trade. 

European Economic Community ( EEC) 

160. Increasingly close relations have developed during 
the year between the secretariat of the Commission and 
staff officials of EEC, in view of the growing interest in 
the effects of the EEC on African development and 

trade. There has also been co-operation in training pro­
grammes for African economists and statisticians. 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

International Chamber of Commerce 

161. The International Chamber of Commerce pre­
pared one of the information documents for the first 
session of the Standing Committee on Trade containing 
topical problems concerning international trade fairs and 
shows. 

International Union of Local Authorities 

162. The Union sent a representative to the Seminar 
on Urgent Administrative Problems of African Govern­
ments. 

PART II 

FIFTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION 

A. Attendance and organization of the work 

OPENING MEETING 

163. The fifth session of the Commission was opened 
on 18 February 1963 in the Palais de Ia Nation, Leopold­
ville, Congo, with a message from H.E. Mr. Kasa-Vubu, 
President of the Republic, a message from U Thant, 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, and statements 
by Mr. Philippe de Seynes, Under-Secretary for Economic 
and Social Affairs, and Mr. R. K. A. Gardiner, Executive 
Secretary of the Commission. 

M EMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 

164. Representatives of the following States members 
of the Commission were present at the session: Algeria, 
Burundi , Cameroun , Central African Republic, Chad, 
Congo (13razzavillc), Congo (Lcopoldville), Dahomey, 
Ethiopia, France, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Libya, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, 
Tanganyika, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Re­
public, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. The Ivory Coast, Portugal, the Republic of 
South Africa and Upper Volta were not represented. 

165. Of the associate members, Basutoland, Bechuana­
land, Gambia, Kenya and Zanzibar were represented. 
The Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland and Swazi­
land were not represented. 

166. Observers of the following States Members of 
the United Nations, not members of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, attended the fifth session: Austria, 
Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Czechoslo­
vakia, Denmark, Greece, Hungary, India, Israel, Japan, 
Lebanon, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Roma-
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nia, Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
States of America and Yugoslavia. Observers of China, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, India, Israel, Lebanon, the 
Netherlands, Poland, the United States of America, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia 
participated in the discussions under paragraph 10 of 
the Commission's terms of reference. 

167. Observers were present from the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the Swiss Confederation. 

168. In accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commis­
sion's terms of reference, representatives of the following 
specialized agencies attended the session: International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Organi­
zation (ICAO), World Health Organization (WHO), 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(lBRD), International Monetary Fund (IMF), Interna­
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU), and World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). A representative 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) 
also attended the session. 

169. The Technical Assistance Board (TAB) and the 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) were also 
represented at the session. 

170. Under the provisions of paragraph 11 of the terms 
of reference of the Commission, observers from the 
following inter-governmental organizations also attended: 
Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa 
(CCTA), Interim Commission of the International Trade 
Organization/General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(ICITO/GATT) and the African and Malagasy Organiza­
tion for Economic Co-operation (OAMCE). 

171. In accordance with paragraph 14 of the Com­
mission's terms of reference, the following non-govern-



mental organizations were represented: International 
Chamber of Commerce, International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions, International Federation of Christian 
Trade Unions, World Federation of Trade Unions, 
International Organization of Employers, Catholic In­
ternational Union for Social Service, International 
Council of Women, International Road Federation, 
International Road Transport Union, League of Red 
Cross Societies, World Veteran Federation, World Union 
of Catholic Women's Organizations, International Fede­
ration of Women Lawyers. 

172. A list of representatives and observers is given 
in annex I to this report. 

CREDENTIALS 

173. In accordance with rule 13 of the Commission's 
rules of procedure, the credentials of representatives 
were examined by the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman. 
These credentials were found to be in order. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

174. In accordance with rule 14 of its rules of pro­
cedure, the Commission elected its officers at its 83rd 
meeting on 19 February 1963. It unanimously elected 
M. Jacques Massa (Congo, LeopoldviUe) as Chairman, 
Mr. Paul Bomani (Tanganyika) as First Vice-Chairman 
and Chairman of the Economic Committee and M. Louis 
Kande (Senegal) as Second Vice-Chairman and Chairman 
of the Social Committee. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

175. In accordance with the practice followed at the 
preceding three sessions of the Commission, a pre-session 
meeting of representatives of members and associate 
members was convened to consider the draft work pro­
gramme to be submitted to the Commission at its fifth 
session. This Committee held its first session on Wednes­
day, 13 February, at the Palais de Ia Nation at Leopold­
ville. It held six sessions in all and completed its work 
on 16 February. Mr. Doukkali Ahmed (Morocco) was 
unanimously elected Chairman and Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Simba (Congo, Leopoldville) Vice-Chairman. The con­
clusions reached by the Committee arc included in the 
report which it adopted at its last session (E/CN.l4/231). 

176. In accordance with its resolution 62 (IV), the 
Commission set up two committees of the whole, namely 
an Economic Committee and a Social Committee, which 
discussed items of the agenda (see para. 179 below). 
The First Vice-Chairman and Second Vice-Chairman 
acted also as Chairman of the Economic Committee and 
Chairman of the Social Committee respectively. The 
Economic Committee elected Mr. Lissouba (Congo, 
Brazzaville) as its Vice-Chairman and Mr. Doukka1i 
Ahmed (Morocco) as its rapporteur. It also elected its 
own drafting committee consisting of Congo (Brazza­
ville), Dahomey, Kenya and Zanzibar, Madagascar, 
Morocco and Nigeria. The Social Committee elected 
Mr. Aidi Boufeldja (Algeria) as Vice-Chairman and 
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Mr. Wright (Sierra Leone) as rapporteur. Its drafting 
committee consisted of Chad, Ghana, Niger, Senegal 
and Sudan under the chairmanship of the rapporteur. 
Both the Economic Committee and the Social Committee 
submitted to the Commission reports of their proceedings 
and recommendations which, as approved by the Com­
mission, are incorporated in the present report. 

177. At its 91 st meeting, the Commission, in accor­
dance with the submission of the Chairman, approved 
the following as members of the drafting committee: 
Algeria, Congo (Leopoldville), Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, 
Guinea, Kenya and Zanzibar, Liberia, Mali, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Tanganyika, Tunisia and the United 
Arab Republic. It was agreed that, in order not to over­
burden individual members, five members should con­
stitute a quorum. 

B. Agenda 

178. The Commission examined the revised provi­
sional agenda prepared by the Executive Secretary 
(E/CN.l4/176/Rev.2). After full discussion, some amend­
ments were introduced in the order of the items. The 
Commission adopted the following agenda at its 83rd 
meeting: 

I. Opening addresses. 

2. Election of officers. 

3. Adoption of the agenda. 

4. Organization of the discussions (E/CN.14/185). 

5. Membership and associate membership of the Commission: 

(a) Welcome of new members; 

(b) Report of the Executive Secretary on measures taken 
in pursuance of resolution 42 (IV) (E/CN.14/178 and 
Add. I); 

(c) Action by the Economic and Social Council on the 
draft resolutions recommended by the Commission at 
its fourth session (E/CN.I4/183). 

6. Economic and social situation and trends in Africa: 

(a) Report of the Executive Secretary on the work of the 
secretariat between the fourth and fifth sessions of the 
Commission (E/CN.l4/179 and Corr.l and 2 and Add. I); 

(h) Economic Bulletin for Africa, vol. !If, No. I, part A: 
Current economic trends (E/CN.I4/202 and Corr.l); 

(c) Report on the food and agriculture situation in Africa 
(E/CN.l4/181 and Corr.l). 

7. African institute for economic development and planning: 

(a) Report of the first meeting of the Committee of Direc­
tion on the African institute for economic development 
and planning (E/CN.I4/172); 

(b) Report on the progress made on the establishment of 
the African institute for economic development and 
planning (E/CN.I4/203). 

8. African development bank: 

Report on progress made on the establishment of an African 
development bank (E/CN.I4/204 and Add. I). 

9. Economic and social development: 

(a) General aspects of development policies and pro­
gramming: 

(i) Economic Bulletin for Africa, vol. II, No. 2 (E/CN. 
14/171); 



(ii) Economic Bulletin for Africa, vol. III, No. 1, part B 
(E/CN.14/202); 

(iii) Report of the Meeting of Expert Group on Com­
prehensive Development Planning (E/CN.l4/182); 

(b) Public administration: Report of the Workshop on 
Urgent Administrative Problems of African Countries 
(E/CN.I4/180); 

(c) Social aspects of economic development, community 
development and social welfare: 

(i) Report of the United Nations Seminar on Popula­
tion Problems in Africa (E/CN.14/186); 

(ii) Report of the second session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Social Welfare and Community Develop­
ment (E/CN.l4/187 and Add.l); 

(iii) Report on the community development activities of 
the Economic Commission for Africa in 1962 
(E/CN.14/188); 

(iv) Report of Expert Group Meeting on Organizations 
and Administration of Social Welfare Services 
(E/CN.14/169); 

(v) Government expenditures and racial discrimina­
tion (E/CN.I4/189 and Corr.l); 

(vi) Educational development in Africa: implementa­
tion of the Addis Ababa plan (E/CN.l4/208); 

(d) Housing, town planning and urbanization: 

(i) Report of the Workshop on Urbanization in 
Africa (E/CN.l4/170); 

(ii) Report of the Meeting of Experts on Housing 
Problems in Africa (E/CN.I4/191). 

(e) Industrial resources and development: Report of the 
Working Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee 
on Industry and Natural Resources (E/CN.14/192 and 
Corr.1 and Add.1); 

(f) Transport and communications: 

(i) Report of the Eastern African Transport Conference 
(E/CN.I4/193); 

(ii) Report on other activities in transport (E/CN.I4/194 
and Add.l). 

(g) Agricultural problems: 

(i) World Food Programme: report for the Economic 
Commission for Africa (E/CN.l4/195); 

(ii) Progress report on the African timber trends study 
(E/CN.I4/197 ;:tnd Add.l); 

(iii) Progress report on the improvement of livestock 
production (E/CN.I4/198); 

(iv) Report on the control of the desert locust (E/CN. 
14/ 199 and Add.l); 

(v) Report on the FAO/ECA Development Centre on 
Agricultural Credit for Africa (E/CN.14/200); 

(vi) Summary report on irrigation schemes in Africa 
(E/CN.14/201). 

10. Monetary, financial, trade and commodity problems: 

(a) Report of the first session of the Standing Committee 
on Trade (E/CN.l4/174 and Corr.l, and Add.1 and 2); 

(b) Report of the African Meeting on Commodity Stabiliza­
tion (E/CN.I4/205); 

(c) Report of the Expert Panel on Transit Traffic in West 
Africa (E/CN.I4/206 and Add.l); 

(d) Information paper on recent developments in western 
European economic groupings (E/CN.l4/207); 

(e) Note on Commission resolution 57 (IV) (E/CN.l4/190). 
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11. International assistance to Africa: 

(a) International economic assistance to Africa (E/CN. 
14/209); 

(b) Information paper on technical assistance provided to 
countries and territories of the region under the ex­
panded and regular programmes (E/CN.14/210); 

(c) Information paper on technical assistance activities of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop­
ment, 1961-1962 (E/CN.I4/2ll); 

(d) Information paper on technical assistance activities of 
the International Monetary Fund in Africa (E/CN. 
14/212); 

(e) UNICEF aid to programmes for children on the African 
continent (E/CN.14/213); 

(f) Information paper on Special Fund activities in Africa 
(E/CN.14/214 and Add.!); 

(g) World Meteorological Organization technical assistance 
activities in Africa (E/CN.14/215); 

(h) International Telecommunication Union technical assis­
tance activities in Africa in 1962 (E/CN.I4/216); 

(i) World Health Organization international assistance 
activities in Africa (E/CN.14/217); 

(j) Atomic energy in Africa (E/CN.I4/196). 

12. Statistics: 

(a) Note on statistical development (E/CN.I4/219); 

(b) Report on regional consultations held in 1962 (E/CN 
14/220); 

(c) Report of the Working Group on the Adaptation of 
the United Nations System of National Accounts for 
use in Africa (E/CN.14/221); 

(d) Report of the Seminar on Industrial Statistics (E/CN. 
14/173). 

13. Training: 

(a) Report on the summer course in economics for African 
university students (E/CN.14/222); 

(b) In-service training (E/CN.I4/223); 

(c) Report on statistical training centres (E/CN.I4/224); 

(d) Report on the training course in community develop-
ment policy (E/CN.I4/225); 

(e) Report on training course for Customs officials in 
English-speaking countries of west Africa (E/CN.14/226); 

(f) The role of UNESCO in training for public administra­
tion (E/CN.14/218). 

14. Implementation of decisions on decentralization of the 
United Nations economic and social activities and strengthen­
ing of the regional economic commissions: 

(a) Report of the Executive Secretary on steps taken by 
the Secretary-General to implement resolution 50 (IV) 
(E/CN.14/227); 

(b) Progress report on the establishment of sub-regional 
offices of the Economic Commission for Africa (resolu­
tion 64 (IV) (E/CN.14/228). 

15. Economic Commission for Africa staffing problems. 

16. Programme of work and priorities: 

(a) Proposed programme of work and priorities for 1963-
1964 (E/CN.l4/230 and Add.1 and Corr.l, 2 and 3); 

(b) Report of the Committee on the Programme of Work 
and Priorities (E/CN.l4/231); 

(c) Resolutions and decisions of interest to the Commission 
adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its 



thirty-third, thirty-fourth and resumed thirty-fourth 
sessions and by the General Assembly at its seventeenth 
session (E/CN.l4/232 and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l); 

(d) Note by the Executive Secretary on the control and 
limitation of documentation (E/CN.l4/184); 

(e) Standing committees (E/CN.l4/177). 

17. Date and place of the sixth session. 

18. Annual report to the Economic and Social Council. 

179. It was agreed that the items of the agenda 
would be discussed as follows: 

Plenary sessions: items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 16, 
17 and 18. 

Committee I (economic matters): items 9 (a), (e), (f) 
and (g), 10 and 12. 

Committee II (social and other matters): items 9 (b), 
(c) and (d), 13, 14 and 15. 

C. Account of proceedings 

180. In his opening address, Mr. Kasa-Vubu, President 
of the Republic of the Congo, welcomed all present and 
expressed his gratification at the fact that the fifth 
session of the Commission was being held in Leopold­
ville. He believed that the acceptance by the Commission 
of his country's invitation to hold the fifth session in 
Leopoldville was in itself an act of faith in his country's 
struggle towards unity and peace. The very fact that 
the session was being inaugurated at the time of the 
reunification of the Congo was a good augury for the 
future. He thanked the various governments who had 
sacrificed their own sons by sending their armed forces 
to help in the Congo's struggle and extended his thanks 
to the United Nations and its specialized agencies for 
their concerted assistance to the Government of the 
Congo. Special gratitude was expressed for the untiring 
and devoted services of Mr. Robert Gardiner, who had 
acted during the past year both as head of the United 
Nations Operation in the Congo and as Executive Secre­
tary of the Economic Commission for Africa. Dy its 
geographical position in the heart of Africa, the Congo 
could link the efforts of all African countries working 
together for the well-being of Africa. Turning to the 
work of the Commission, he noted with satisfaction the 
progress made towards the establishment of the African 
development bank and the African institute for economic 
development and planning. He ended by wishing the 
session a successful, fruitful meeting in which no efforts 
would be spared to further the well-being of the whole 
continent of Africa. 

181. The Acting Chariman , Mr. Oumar Daba Diarra 
(Mali), thanked President Kasa-Yuba for having him­
self opened the session despite his numerous respon­
sibilities. He welcomed the delegates and hoped that 
they would work in unity and harmony for Africa and 
the Africans. Each delegate was present not to champion 
his personal cause but to further his country's interests, 
which were an integral part of the interest of the whole 
African continent. The decision to hold the fifth session 
in Leopold ville had been a sound one and, if all dissenting 

voices were quieted, the African continent was certain 
to triumph in its struggle for fruitful co-operation and 
peace among its States. 

182. Mr. de Seynes, Under-Secretary for Economic 
and Social Affairs, thanked the Government of the Congo 
for extending its hospitality to the Commission during 
its fifth session and for having achieved the miracle of 
being ready on the opening date. He further expressed 
his gratitude both to the President of the Senate and to 
the President of the Chamber of Deputies for their 
co-operation in the preparations and in making the Palais 
de Ia Nation available for the meetings. He then read 
U Thant's message to the Commission in which the 
Secretary-General expressed regret at his absence and 
wished the Conference full success in its deliberations. 
He recalled that, since the fourth session of the Commis­
sion, four African States had acceded to independence, 
thus bringing the membership of the world organization 
to 110 States working together as equal partners. The 
Economic Commission for Africa, youngest of the re­
gional economic commissions, had worked under severe 
handicaps, owing mainly to difficulties in recruiting 
personnel. For the past year, it had been deprived of its 
Executive Secretary, who had discharged with an excep­
tional combination of wisdom, devotion and patience, 
the functions of Officer-in-Charge of the United Nations 
Operation in the Congo. It was hoped that he would be 
able, very shortly, to resume his duties as Executive 
Secretary of the Commission and that the appointment 
of an African deputy executive secretary would be made. 
Thanks to the imaginative efforts of those responsible 
within it, the secretariat had succeeded in enlarging its 
staff and expanding its programme of activities. Of 
particular note were the new Division for Industry, 
Transport and Natural Resources and the projects for 
the African development bank and the African institute 
for economic development and planning. In conclusion, 
the Secretary-General 's message stated that the building 
of a world free from misery and fear was a collective 
task to which Africa, along with the rest of the world, 
was called upon to contribute its efforts. If the vitality 
and ambition of the new nations were matched with 
the experience and technical knowledge of economically 
developed countries, the future looked promising indeed. 

183. After welcoming the delegates, Mr. Gardiner, 
the Executive Secretary, extended congratulations to the 
delegations of Algeria, Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda 
who were attending the session for the first time as 
members of the Commission. He also thanked the 
Government of the Congo for its hospitality to the Com­
mission, especially since this gave him the opportunity, 
as Executive Secretary, to re-establish contact with his 
staff. 
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184. The Commission had directed its efforts both to 
agriculture, in which most of the African people were 
still engaged, and to other sectors, where economic and 
social programmes went hand in hand. In industry, 
African States had to apply themselves to the task of 
developing their industrial potentialities with the help 
of their neighbours, bringing into focus the unique role 
of the Commision in channelling multilateral aid and 
correlating bilateral aid among States. Special mention 



was made of two long-range projects initiated recently by 
the Commission in collaboration with the United Nations 
family, namely the African institute for economic deve­
lopment and planning and the African development bank. 

185. Turning to the staffing situation, the Executive 
Secretary pointed out that the staff had increased to 
eighty-five Professional staff members, nearly half of 
whom were African. The Africanization of the Commis­
sion was an indication of the increase in African skill 
and experience, but the Commission's growth could 
nonetheless be accelerated by drawing on as wide an 
experience as possible from all parts of the world. 

186. The specialized agencies, it was recalled, could 
offer a wide range of technical assistance to African 
States with the help of the United Nations resident 
representatives working in close collaboration with the 
Commission. Finally, the Executive Secretary hoped 
that the Commission, at its fifth session, would con­
centrate its attention on practical problems, which it 
was necessary to solve to enable the African peoples 
to go forward to the future which they merited and could 
attain. 

187. The Acting Chairman then read messages of 
goodwill which had arrived from the Prime Minister of 
the Federation of Nigeria, the Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
the President of the United States of America and the 
President of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria. 

188. A draft resolution was introduced and unani­
mously approved (resolution 67 (V), see part III of this 
report), in which the Commission expressed its gratitude 
to the President and Government of the Republic of 
the Congo (Leopoldville) for the efforts and sacrifices 
made for the organization of the fifth session and 
addressed special congratulations to the President of 
the Republic for the statesmanlike address he had 
delivered at the opening of the session. 

189. The Acting Chairman then addressed the Com­
mission. After presiding over the Commission in the 
previous year, he felt very optimistic about the prospects 
of the fifth session. He commended the goodwill and 
spirit of co-operation among African delegates who had 
always been guided by one common ideal- the interest 
of Africa. The spirit of unity had progressed from the 
stage of speculation to that of positive action. The Con­
ference of Heads of African States, to be held shortly 
in Addis Ababa, could only presage the development 
of common African organizations and the establishment 
of common standards throughout the continent. The 
session was acting as a curtain-raiser to that conference, 
the success of which depended to a large extent on the 
work achieved by the delegates. The Commission, which 
had the advantage of bringing together all African 
States, both independent and dependent, would have to 
live up to its responsibilities. As an economic commissi~n 
its task was to find solutions to the problems of rapid 
and harmonious development of a continent which had 
already waited too long. Independence was but a means 
towards the fulfilment of the expectations of the African 
peoples and this could be achieved through inter-African 
as well as wider international co-operation. 

23 

190. Before leaving, the Acting Chairman welcomed 
the new members of the Commission whose membership 
had grown from fifteen to thirty-four within five years. 
He hoped that all Africa would be able to join the Com­
mission and appealed to metropolitan powers to hasten 
the independence of their colonies. He thanked the 
Government of the Republic of the Congo for receiving 
the Commission, and the secretariat for its great efforts 
in organizing the session in Leopoldville despite many 
difficulties. Finally, he congratulated the Chairman of 
the fifth session and wished him and his officers success. 

MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE COMMISSION 

(Agenda item 5) 

191. The Commission welcomed Algeria, Burundi, 
Rwanda and Uganda to membership of the Commission 
and accepted the application for associate membership 
for Mauritius submitted by the United Kingdom and for 
Fernando Poo and Rio Muni submitted by Spain. It 
also welcomed the Swiss Confederation whose applica­
tion for the status of observer at the Commission's 
sessions had been accepted by the Economic and Social 
Council. 

192. The Commission had before it two documents 
prepared by the secretariat, namely the Executive Secre­
tary's report on measures in pursuance of resolution 
42 (IV) (E/CN.l4/ 178 and Add.l) and a report on the 
action taken by the Economic and Social Council on the 
draft resolutions recommended by the Commission at its 
fourth session (E/CN.l4/183). 

193. In his introductory statement, the Executive 
Secretary pointed out that, pursuant to the instruction 
contained in resolution 42 (IV), he had again approached 
the powers responsible for Non-Self-Governing or 
Trusteeship Territories with a view to the application 
of resolution 24 (III). He had written to the Govern­
ments of Belgium, France, Portugal, South Africa, Spain 
and the United Kingdom. As stated in his report 
(E/CN.l4/178 and Add.!), replies had been received 
from France and the United Kingdom; Belgium had 
ceased to have territorial responsibilities in Africa and 
Spain had submitted a memorandum to the Economic 
and Social Council expressing its readiness to abide by 
the provisions of General Assembly resolution 1466 
(XIV) and of Commission resolutions 24 (III) and 42 (IV).6 

Replies had not been received from either Portugal or 
South Africa. 

194. As regards the action taken by the Economic and 
Social Council on the Commission's recommendations, 
the Executive Secretary reported that the Council had 
rejected the recommendation that South Africa and 
Portugal be deprived of membership of the Commission. 
In the light of the expressed readiness of France and the 
United Kingdom not to vote against any resolution 
supported by a majority of the members of the Commis­
sion and in the light of Spain's memorandum to the 

6 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Thirty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 10, document E/L.953. 



Economic and Social Council, the Council had referred 
back to the Commission, for reconsideration, the recom­
mendation that France and the United Kingdom be 
accorded associate membership only and the recom­
mendation that Spain be deprived of membership in the 
Commission. 

195. The Commission had before it two draft resolu­
tions, which have been adopted. One recommended the 
Economic nnd Social Council to reconsider its decision 
on the recommendation of the Commission in respect of 
the membership of Portugal and South Africa (resolu­
tion 68 (V), sec part II I of this report). The other requested 
the Economic and Social Council, inter alia, once again 
to ratify those parts of its resolution 42 (IV) concerning 
Non-Self-Governing African Territories, France and the 
United Kingdom, while modifying its stand in respect 
of Spain in order to accord that country the same treat­
ment given to France and the United Kingdom (resolu­
tion 69 (V), see part III of this report). 

196. During the introduction of the two draft resolu­
tions, it was pointed out that it was futile to dwell on 
the attitudes adopted by South Africa and Portugal. 
All the delegations had made their views known both 
during Commission sessions and at meetings of other 
United Nations bodies. 

197. In support of their continued membership, 
France, the United Kingdom and Spain pledged them­
selves to abstain from taking a stand against any issue 
supported by the Commission in matters of interest to 
African countries. However, it was pointed out that 
present day problems were so inter-dependent that no 
one problem could be considered of interest only to 
Africa; it was therefore impossible to decide on which 
questions these three countries could vote and when 
they should abstain from voting. Also the situation in 
Africa had changed during the five years since the incep­
tion of the Commission and it was natural that that 
change should be reflected in the membership of the 
Commission. In proposing associate membership for 
France, the United Kingdom and Spain, some delega­
tions stressed the temporary nature of such associate 
membership, recalling article 5 of the Commission's 
terms of reference. 

198. Hope was expressed that all African territories 
would soon be full members of the Commission. When 
the Commission had been created, the mistake had been 
made of granting to Non-Self-Governing African Terri­
tories the status of associate membership. Amends now 
had to be made to allow those African States which 
had chosen their own leaders to participate as full 
members of the Commission, represented by their own 
selected leaders. It was hoped that Spain would soon 
grant independence to its territories in Africa and that 
France would cease to claim that Djibouti was part of 
French territory. 

199. Indignation was expressed at the refusal of the 
Economic and Social Council to accede to a unanimous 
request expressed by the Commission. Since France and 
the United Kingdom, as permanent members of the 
Economic and Social Council, were in a position to 
review, approve or reject Commission decisions when 

discussed by the Council, the hope was stressed that 
they would refrain from voting against the present 
resolutions and other decisions of the Commission at 
the Economic and Social Council meetings. One of the 
African members of the Economic and Social Council, 
after commenting on the deliberations of the Council 
regarding the question of membership, said that, as 
regards France, Spain and the United Kingdom, it 
would support any formula which would permit Africans 
alone to take decisions on African affairs. It further 
recommended that the Council should reconsider its 
decision relating to Portugal and South Africa, or that 
the matter should be referred to the General Assembly. 

200. Further indignation was expressed at the fact 
that, out of thirty-four African States Members of the 
United Nations, only two African governments were 
members of the Economic and Social Council and, even 
so, were not permanent members. This was not a just 
situation and steps should be taken to rectify it. 

201. The Commission then passed to the closure of 
the debate and to the vote on the two resolutions which 
were adopted separately by roll call vote. 

202. Explaining his delegation's vote against resolu­
tion 68 (V), the United Kingdom representative stressed 
that his country, while deploring and condemning the 
policy of South Africa, was of the opinion that the 
expulsion of a State would be detrimental to the multi­
lateral nature of the United Nations. His Government 
had never tried to secure the exclusion from the United 
Nations or its predecessor, the League of Nations, of 
countries with the policies of which it was in disagree­
ment. In his Government's opinion, these reasons against 
the expulsion of a country were of general pertinence 
and not applicable merely to the Commission. 

203. The delegation of France in turn explained that 
its Government took full responsibility for its own 
policies but not for those of other nations. It did not 
wish therefore to interfere in the internal affairs of other 
States. 
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204. Commenting on the result of the vote, strong 
regret was expressed that the United Kingdom, France 
and Spain had voted against the resolution which called 
for the expulsion of South Africa and Portugal from 
the Commission. It was hard to believe in the sincerity 
of the pledge they had given previously, not to vote 
against any issue which was of interest to the majority 
of African governments, when they were breaking their 
word so soon afterwards. It was strongly hoped that, 
in the Economic and Social Council, these countries 
would not vote against the resolutions which had just 
been adopted. It was unanimously thought that the 
policies of South Africa and Portugal flouted the very 
principles of the United Nations Charter and that those 
countries therefore did not deserve to remain Members of 
the United Nations or to participate in the work of the 
Organization. A draft resolution was submitted on the 
subject and later adopted (resolution 84 (V), see part III 
of this report). Finally, the hope was again stressed that 
the United Kingdom, France and Spain would not 
again vote against resolutions and decisions of the Com­
mission at the Economic and Social Council meetings. 



ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION AND TRENDS IN AFRICA 

(Agenda item 6) 

205. In his introductory speech, the Under-Secretary 
for Economic and Social Affairs pointed out that the 
entry of the United Nations into the great historical 
movement which was bound to transform the aspect of 
~orld trade wa~ a major event. The needs and aspira­
tions of the Afncan peoples could here receive collective 
expression. For a long time foreign trade had been the 
driving force behind the economic development of the 
African countries and the export sector still remained 
the strategic one in the prospects opened up by political 
emancipation. However, in view of the frequent fluctua­
tions and in particular of the persistent downward trend 
in primary commodity prices- which did not seem to 
be a temporary phenomenon -Africa, together with the 
other primary producing regions, was faced with serious 
difficulties. As long as Africa's structure remained similar 
to . that of the year 1963, the behaviour of commodity 
pnces would continue to be the principal concern of 
member Governments. Yet, as the region was on the 
threshold of an era which, it was hoped, would produce 
some new approaches to commodity problems, com­
modity agreements- which in the past had been re­
garded mainly as defensive measures -might become 
instruments of a general constructive policy. If com­
modity agreements were to become dynamic instruments 
for a better organization of markets, they would have 
to make provision for administrative machinery ensuring 
flexibility in their operation; the prices fixed in the 
~greements should also be capable of being maintained 
m close relationship with production costs on the one 
hand and with the prices of substitute, and potentially 
competitive products, on the other. The time had also 
come to pay greater attention to the reconversion of 
production surpluses and to the steps that could be 
taken to incorporate measures designed to encourage 
such reconversion in the stabilization agreements. It was 
also desirable that certain African countries should 
jointly explore the possibilities of an economic integra­
tion which had made its appearance elsewhere, with a 
view to the establishment of local common markets. 
The doctrine of economic integration in relation to the 
rules which governed the bulk of world trade under 
GATT was developing apace and the African countries 
could themselves, through their own experience, help 
to fashion it. Formulas would have to be devised, how­
ever, which would enable these groups to remain flexible 
and sufliciently open and at the same time to fit into a 
broader international setting. More ambitious formulas 
for integration- the impact of which was, at least for 
the time being, more decisive -were being worked out 
between African and European countries. It was inevitable 
that with regard to those, the reactions at the meeting 
would be more mixed or ambivalent. It was to be hoped, 
however, that the transitional character of these arrange­
ments would continue to be stressed, that they would 
~e carried out in such a way as to enable the participat­
Ing African States to achieve as soon as possible an eco­
nomic viability which they did not inherit from the old 
regime and that the increased financial assistance and 
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the advantages of the tariff system would be used to 
the fullest extent to produce the structural changes 
which would make it possible to achieve this objective. 
The emergent African States were finding themselves 
immediately involved in the complexities of a fast­
changing system of international economic relationships. 
It was doubtful whether the new system of world trade 
could be regulated according to a simple scheme. Groups 
of preferential agreements, plurinational markets and 
networks of industrial centres reaching beyond national 
frontiers would appear in it in constantly changing com­
binations. In some respects, it would have been easier 
for new states to take root in a more static situation in 
which relationships would seem more stable. But it was 
also Africa's good fortune to be, for the first time no 
longer a subject but an actor on the stage of history 
at a time when the future could not be foretold o~ 
strictly determinist lines. The peoples of Africa could, 
from now on, play an active part in building up a better 
integrated world economy. 

206. In the discussion that followed, delegations 
reviewed and expressed opinions on the major economic 
and social problems of the region, stating at the same time 
the main objectives laid down in their national develop­
ment plans and the broad lines of their national policies. 
It emerged clearly from these statements that progress 
had been made in most countries, particularly in the 
mobilization of national efforts and in the introduction 
of more comprehensive and articulate forms of planning, 
as well as of more effective and better co-ordinated 
development policies. But it was also emphasized that 
the over-all economic picture of the region was far from 
satisfactory. Insufficient integration of national econo­
mies, the lack of diversification of production, low pro­
ductivity and, consequently, low income levels and 
inadequate savings, together with malnutrition, poor 
health conditions and unsatisfactory educational levels, 
still remained the basic characteristics of Africa. Atten­
tion was drawn to the lack of change in the traditional 
export pattern which made Africa extremely sensitive 
and vulnerable to fluctuations in the world commodity 
markets. Pointing to the findings in the last issue of the 
Economic Bulletin for Africa, delegations expressed deep 
concern over the persistent downward trend in primary 
commodity prices which in more recent years had led 
to a continuing deterioration in the terms of trade of 
the region. The international position of Africa, it was 
said, remained as precarious as ever despite the fact 
that economic development was proceeding in a large 
number of countries. 

207. Trade and primary commodity problems, to­
gether with the need for intensifying co-operation among 
African countries, occupied an important place in the 
discussions. The recommendations of the first session of 
the Standing Committee on Trade (E/CN.l4/172) were 
often quoted and fully endorsed. The poor state of 
intra-African trade was again emphasized and various 
delegations stressed the main factors responsible for it: 
the limited possibilities for complementary production 
among African countries, owing to the lack of diversifica­
tion in their economies, the lack of adequate transport 
facilities, as well as various obstacles of an institutional 



character, such as different monetary systems, different 
customs procedures and so on. The need for concerted 
action aiming at the gradual elimination of obstacles 
and the creation of conditions favourable to the pro­
motion of intra-African trade was strongly emphasized 
and the secretariat was asked to give full consideration 
to these problems. The desirability of exploring pos­
sibilities for the creation of an African common market, 
based on common monetary and commercial institu­
tions, was stressed. The secretariat was also asked to 
continue studies of Africa's trade with the other regions 
of the world and to devote particular attention to the 
possibilities of expanding trade with developing countries, 
notably those of Asia. Concern was expressed over the 
recent association between EEC and a number of African 
countries and the secretariat was requested to intensify 
studies dealing with the impact of EEC on Africa. The 
opinion was also advanced, however, that the association 
with EEC represented a new form of international solida­
rity, which would assist economic development in the 
associated countries. The need for further work on com­
modity problems and commodity stabilization schemes 
was also stressed, although it was recognized that the 
problems involved were of a world-wide character and 
that successful action required international co-operation. 

208. Deep satisfaction was expressed in respect of the 
forthcoming United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development. The Conference, it was felt, could greatly 
contribute to the solution of some of the most pressing 
problems of the developing countries, as well as to the 
establishment of more adequate international economic 
relations. Hopes were expressed that developed countries 
would, in the future, show more understanding for the 
needs of the developing countries and would take the 
necessary steps to enable the latter to expand their 
exports at a faster rate. It was stressed that this should 
not be confined to traditional primary exports, but should 
also apply to exports of semi-manufactures and manu­
factures which, with the increasing emphasis on indus­
trialization, might be expected to develop fairly soon. 
The secretariat was asked to take all necessary measures 
to ensure that the Commission played an active part 
in the preparatory work for the Conference. 

209. Industrialization and related problems were 
discussed at considerable length. The consensus of 
opinion was that only industrialization could bring the 
desired diversification of production patterns and ensure 
adequate growth. It was stated that the old doctrine, 
according to which industrial development had to be 
postponed until a satisfactory agricultural basis had been 
ensured, should be considered obsolete. The great wealth 
of Africa in natural resources opens favourable prospects 
for industrial development, which is the only way to 
break with the heritage of the past. Industrial develop­
ment in Africa should be based in the first instance on 
the processing of existing and potential mineral and 
agricultural raw materials and to a large extent guided 
by the need for, and possibilities of, import substitution 
and the further processing of such raw materials for 
export. It was at the same time pointed out that it would 
be utterly inadequate to think of industrialization ex­
clusively in terms of small-scale and cottage industries. 

Africa should aim from the beginning at the establish­
ment of well-equipped strategic industries, which alone 
can give the impetus needed for further industrial 
growth. Wherever possible, industries should be large 
enough to bring with them all the advantages of econo­
mies of scale. It was widely recognized, however, that 
this required much closer co-operation among neigh­
bouring countries, in order to surmount the narrowness 
of most of the national markets as well as to achieve a 
minimum harmonization of development plans. The 
latter would be the only way to ensure a certain degree 
of specialization, which, inter alia, could help to avoid 
the danger of wasteful and harmful competition among 
African countries in the future. In this conncxion, the 
secretariat paper on industrial growth in Africa (E/CN.l4/ 
INR.l), was often quoted with approval and the secre­
tariat was asked to continue with the work already 
started and to link it more closely with studies and 
other activities relating to problems of intra-African 
trade. 

210. As in the past, there was continued reference to 
the predominant role of the agricultural sector in the 
economy of African countries, both as a source of 
national income and as a major earner of foreign ex­
change. It was stressed that it was important not to 
overlook the need to modernize agriculture despite the 
growing preoccupation with industrial development. A 
document presented by the FAO (E.CN.l4/181 and 
Corr.l) showed that, for the region as a whole, there 
had been a substantial increase during the last decade 
in commercial crop production and exports. Despite 
falling prices and deteriorating terms of trade, this had 
enabled real earnings, in terms of purchasing power for 
industrial imports, to be maintained or increased over 
the decade. The food situation was less satisfactory with 
per caput production apparently falling below pre-war 
levels. Food imports had increased in many countries; 
there had also been a decline in food exports, so that 
the general level of per caput consumption had probably 
not greatly changed. However, the food situation con­
tinued to call for careful scrutiny of total supplies and, 
more particularly, of the low nutritional quality of the 
diet in many areas. Crop prospects for 1962- I 963 ap­
peared to be much more favourable than for the previous 
season which had been very adverse, particularly in north 
and cast Africa. Concern was expressed at the low price 
levels prevailing for tropical products in world markets 
that tended to be oversupplied. If foreign exchange 
earnings were to increase, the competitiveness of African 
produce would have to be increased by more efficient 
production, by the usc of better varieties, by control of 
diseases and pests, by improved storage facilities and by 
other measures to secure high quality standards and 
yields. At the same time, new markets should be sought, 
but the growing and changing market in Africa itself 
should not be neglected. Diversification of production 
appeared to offer other possibilities for increasing export 
sales, but guidance was needed on long-term market 
prospects. Another partial solution lay in commodity 
agreements, such as the International Coffee Agreement 
of 1962, provided production was not unduly restricted. 
Other developments that had proved effective in some 
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countries included the local processing, and partial pro­
cessing, of such export commodities as hides and skins, 
oil seeds, and the production of plywood and processed 
fish for export. Import substitution, through local pro­
duction of such commodities as cotton and sugar, had 
been effective in conserving foreign exchange in some 
countries. Attention was drawn to the role of improved 
institutional arrangements in assisting small farmers to 
improve production and marketing of their produce. The 
co-operative movement was providing a valuable channel 
for administering credit and for the processing and sale 
of cash crops. Extension services required progressive 
improvement to guide farmers in the introduction and 
improvement of techniques for raising the yield and 
quality of crops and livestock for the growing market 
economy. Rapid evolution of agrarian structures was 
also necessary in many countries to accommodate these 
changes and to adjust tenure arrangements to the nee~s 
of emergent States. Various specific points were made m 
respect of particular fields of agriculture. The econoi?ic 
importance of cattle as a source of revenue and foreign 
exchange was stressed and the need for an inter-African 
institute for veterinary training was expressed. 

211. The importance of promoting the mobilization 
of domestic financial resources was stressed by many 
speakers. The banking and financial facilities in African 
countries were still far from being adequate, so that 
actual and potential savings could not yet be fully 
utilized for development purposes. In this connexion, 
the complaint was made that expatriate financial institu­
tions often declined to extend financial assistance to 
governments which were carrying out importa~t develop­
ment projects. Foreign public aid was considered ex­
tremely important and hopes were expressed that the 
governments of the developed countri~s woul~ show 
more understanding for the needs of Afnca, particularly 
in the light of the objectives set for the United Nations 
Development Decade. Foreign private capita~ was al~o 
described as a valuable contribution to domestic financial 
resources and the view was advanced that the Com­
mission should give consideration to ways of attracting 
a larger flow of foreign capital to Africa. It was a.lso 
mentioned that. in the case of certain African countncs, 
foreign public aid would be needed for covering. part. of 
current government expenditures, particularly m v~ew 
of the increasing recurrent costs which follow the realiza­
tion of some development projects. There was a .general 
feeling that foreign aid, multilateral as well as bilateral, 
should be better co-ordinated. The view was expressed 
that foreign aid should be oriented towards the. fin~~cing 
of development programmes rather than to mdlVldual 
projects, as this would permit governments to hav~ a 
free hand in observing investment prioriti~s. Techm~al 
assistance coming from the United NatiOns and Its 
specialized agenci~s was described as particularly useful, 
but complaints were voiced about high local costs. In 
some cases, governments had to decline services of 
experts which with local costs set at lower levels, would 
have been w~lcome. The tremendous possibilities for 
increasing foreign economic aid to the de~eloping coun­
tries by the reduction of the vast expen.ditur: on arma­
ments was a recurring theme in the discussiOn; hopes 
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were expressed that the developing countries would not 
have to wait too long to benefit from reduction of ex­
penditure on armaments. 

212. The work done so far on the establishment of 
the African development bank met with unanimous 
approval. It was pointed out that the creation of the 
bank would be a great step forward in the promotion 
of all-African co-operation, as well as an important 
contribution to national efforts in the sphere of economic 
development. It was considered that the bank should 
concentrate on projects which, by their nature, could 
not be expected to attract private capital and in par­
ticular on projects of multinational importance, capable 
of promoting further co-operation among African coun­
tries. The wish was expressed that the operations of the 
bank should start at the earliest possible date. In this 
connexion the importance of national development banks, 
which had been or were about to be established in a 
number of countries, was mentioned. The future African 
development bank should closely co-operate with national 
development banks and thus contribute to the scope and 
qualities of their activities as well as to their financial 
strength. 

213. Similar views were expressed on the successful 
work on the establishment of the African Institute for 
economic development and planning. The institute should 
be viewed as an important training and research centre 
geared to the realities of Africa and, in close co-operation 
with other African training and research institutions, it 
could become a catalyst and disseminator of economic 
and social thought in Africa. As in the past, the impor­
tance of training in economics and statistics was em­
phasized and the activities of the Commission in this 
particular field were strongly supported. 
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214. Various statements by delegations dealt with 
experiences in development planning. It was clear that 
governments of member States considered planning to 
be one of the most important instruments for the syste­
matic promotion of development and for the integration 
of the economic and social components of development 
into a coherent whole. In a number of countries, com­
prehensive planning had already been introduced and 
efforts were now being made to improve planning tech­
niques and to ensure a better implem:nta!ion o~ plans. 
In this connexion, the important contnbutwn which can 
be made by an adequate administrative organization and 
by efficient administration in the formulation and execu­
tion of plans was pointed out. The establishment of a 
Public Administration Unit within the secretariat there­
fore met with approval and it was suggested that, in 
addition to undertaking studies on administrative struc­
tures and other problems, this Unit should be in a posi­
tion to give advisory services at the request of govern­
ments. 

215. Other subjects, such as transport and telecom­
munications were mentioned, and also tourism, which 
could beco~e an important source of foreign exchange 
earnings. The poor state of intra-African communica­
tion systems was particularly stressed and the need for 
closer co-operation among African States w~s ~mphasized. 
Several delegations reminded the CommissiOn of the 



recommendation of the first session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade concerning the establishment of a stand­
ing committee on transport and expressed the wish 
to see this recommendation put into effect, in one form 
or another, at an early date. The possibilities of employ­
ing atomic energy were briefly discussed and reference 
made to training in the use of radio-active isotopes and 
radiation in agriculture, hydrology and medicine. 

AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND PLANNING 

(Agenda item 7) 

216. In its presentation of the Executive Secretary's 
report on the preparations carried out in 1962 for the 
establishment of the African institute for economic 
development and planning (E/CN.l4/203), the repre­
sentative of the secretariat retraced the preparatory 
stages and, in particular, mentioned the first meeting of 
the Standing Committee of Direction held at Dakar in 
June 1962. The decision of the Committee had led to 
two types of preparatory activity: the submission of a 
request for assistance to the Special Fund by five member 
countries of the Committee, joined by Morocco; and 
research work and the selection of trainees for three 
courses planned for the 1963-64 academic year, namely 
a main course in October 1963 at Dakar, an intro­
ductory course at Tunis and a specialized course at 
Cairo. 

217. The secretariat also drew attention to the favour­
able implications of the statement made by the Managing 
Director of the Special Fund in January 1963 and to his 
decision to appoint an advisory mission which would 
visit Africa, to meet the authorities concerned, with a 
view to finalizing the institute project. In this connexion, 
a meeting of the Standing Committee of Direction was 
to be called, so that consultations could take place 
between its members and the Special Fund mission. The 
Committee had also deferred to this forthcoming meeting 
the study of the statutes, the terms of co-operation 
between the institute and the research centres, the develop­
ment institutes and the universities existing or to be 
set up in Africa, the opening date of the sub-regional 
institute at Cairo and the usc of other facilities available 
in Africa. The suggestions and recommendations of the 
Commission on all these issues would be very valuable 
to the Committee. 

218. Speaking as rapporteur of the Standing Com­
mittee of Direction, the delegate of Senegal then presented 
the report of its second meeting (E/CN.I4/233), held at 
Leopoldville on 19 and 20 February 1963. The rapporteur 
thanked the representative of the Managing Director of 
the Special Fund, who referred to the statement of the 
Managing Director in the discussions at two of the 
meetings. Without prejudice to the position of the Special 
Fund mission on the curriculum of the institute, the 
Committee was of the opinion that the pattern of 
activities laid down for the institute in June 1962, parti­
cularly the main two-year course open both to officials 
and to students, best met the needs of African countries. 
The Committee had also made important recommenda-

tions on the financing of the institute and the geographical 
distribution of the trainees. It had noted the important 
contribution in kind -equivalent to over 300 million 
CF A francs -which the Government of Senegal in­
tended to make to the institute in the construction of 
buildings and housing for the lecturers and trainees. 
The Committee thought that the determination of the 
Commission in respect of the counterpart funds to be 
pledged by African countries would play a decisive part 
in attracting other sources of finance. The rapporteur 
lastly drew the attention of the Commission to the two 
draft resolutions annexed to the report, one on the 
financing of the institute and the other on the pre­
institute activities, the adoption of which would play 
a major role in the establishment of the institute. 

219. The representative of the Managing Director of 
the Special Fund then drew the attention of represen­
tatives to the information papers on Special Fund 
activities in Africa (E/CN.l4/214 and Add .I) and pointed 
out that the number of projects approved for Africa 
had risen to 76 and was absorbing 27 per cent of the 
approved credits. Coming to the proposed African in­
stitute for economic development and planning, he recalled 
that a planning institute had been officially opened in 
Latin America in 1962 with the support of the Special 
Fund and that the Governing Council of the Special 
Fund had just approved the granting of assistance for 
another planning institute in Asia. Following requests 
for assistance from the African countries, the Managing 
Director of the Fund had, on 14 January 1963, expressed 
to the Governing Council his interest in those requests 
and had said that he was confident that a soundly 
conceived project could finally be shaped and presented 
to the Governing Council for approval in January 1964 
so that, if the Governing Council concurred, a third 
regional development planning institute could begin to 
operate in Africa early in 1964. 

220. The question of finance, as pointed out by the 
representative of the Special Fund, was of the utmost 
importance and he recalled that, in order to recommend 
a project for the approval of the Governing Council, 
the Managing Director must be in a position to refer 
to the pledges made by the governments concerned to 
pay their cash counterpart. The representative of the 
Special Fund then expressed his appreciation at the 
spirit of co-operation displayed by the Standing Com­
mittee of Direction, as reflected in the report of the 
second meeting (E/CN.l4/233) as to the plans for 
finalizing pre-institute activities and stated that the 
Managing Director would support the Executive Secre­
tary in the search for temporary financial sources. 
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221. The Commission unanimously congratulated the 
Standing Committee of Direction, the secretariat and 
the experts of the Commission and the specialized agen­
cies for the strong stimulus given to the proposed institute 
during the past year. It also thanked the Special Fund 
for the encouragement given by that agency to the pro­
posed institute and for the spirit of co-operation shown 
by its Managing Director towards the Commission. 

222. The Commission unanimously recommended that 
the programme of activities for the year 1963-1964 should 



be implemented and a number of suggestions were made to 
those who would be responsible for finalizing the 1963-1964 
curriculum, as well as the future activities of the institute. 

223. The Commission had full confidence in the future 
staff and trainees of the institute as regards the elabora­
tion of a theory of development adapted to Africa and 
its social structures and oriented towards the economic 
independence of the continent. In the institute's syllabus, 
development and planning should be given the broadest 
interpretation and should cover all social and economic 
aspects. At the same time the widest freedom of expres­
sion and of discussion should prevail within the institute, 
in accordance with university traditions, so that the 
trainees would be able to select and study those systems 
of planning which were most easily adjustable to the 
social and cultural context of their countries. 

224. The need for the training to be of a practical 
nature was unanimously emphasized and suggestions 
were made on the organization of in-service training 
activities and seminars on African experience. 

225. The importance of admitting both students and 
officials to the principal course, which would be given at 
Dakar, was fully recognized. A number of opinions, 
some of them conflicting, were expressed as to the length 
of the principal course and the level of the trainees. 
There was considerable support for the proposal of the 
Standing Committee of Direction to the effect that the 
training period should be of reasonable duration and 
the instruction of a high standard, that it should consist 
of lectures and practical exercises, and that it should be 
available to both students and officials. The advantages, 
however, of a shorter period of training for officials, in 
addition to long-term training, were often stressed. Some 
delegations even considered that short periods of training 
only should be provided for students and officials alike 
and that entrance requirements should be made more 
flexible. These different points of view would provide 
a basis for discussions between the advisory mission of 
the Special Fund and the Standing Committee of Direc­
tion in the next few months. 

226. The proposals of the Standing Committee of 
Direction concerning the unitary structure of the institute 
and the integration of all its activities were approved by 
the Commission. This would provide the basis upon 
which co-operation between the African institute and 
national and regional planning institutes could be 
arranged. 

227. The problem of the statute was raised by a number 
of speakers, who in general approved the provisions of 
the draft text and the suggestions made by the members 
of the Standing Committee of Direction and the spe­
cialized agencies. In particular, it was suggested that the 
Executive Secretary of the Commission or his represen­
tative should be the chairman of the governing council 
of the Institute, that the title suggested by the specialized 
agencies for the advisory board on studies should be 
adopted, and that the advisory board should meet not 
less than once a year at the request of the director of the 
institute. 

228. Many statements emphasized the importance of 
the countries of origin of the lecturers. For the training 
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at the institute to be really directed towards African 
problems, it was emphasized that most of the permanent 
lecturers should be recruited in Africa, in so far as 
candidates with the necessary professional qualifications 
were available. The Commission urgently appealed to 
the governments of African countries to facilitate the 
task of recruitment. 

229. The Commission noted with appreciation and 
gratitude the large contribution in kind which the 
Government of Senegal proposed to make to the institute 
and similar offers made by other African· governments, 
including the Government of the United Arab Republic. 

230. The Commission thanked the specialized agencies 
(ILO, FAO, UNESCO and WHO) for the assistance 
they were prepared to give during the starting period, 
pending financing of the institute by the Special Fund. 
It noted with appreciation the numerous offers of co­
operation made by the governments of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, France, Poland, Spain, the United 
Kingdom and the USSR, and also the proposal by the 
representative of OAMCE that close links for co-operation 
should be established between the institute at Dakar and 
the future institute to be founded by OAMCE. 

231. The Commission then heard the rapporteur of 
the Standing Committee of Direction present the two 
draft resolutions appearing in annexes to the Committee's 
report (E/CN.l4/233). The first of these resolutions related 
to the share of the African States in the counterpart 
funds, amounting to $1,500,000, and to the fellowships. 

232. The rapporteur said that the Standing Committee 
of Direction had examined three systems for the alloca­
tion of the counterpart funds between countries, and had 
adopted the system which was based on the size of 
population of States; the others had been based on the 
financial capacity of States and on the number of trainees 
respectively. The two latter systems were rejected­
that based on financial capacity on the grounds of the 
unreliability of the figures - and the other, on the 
principle that the number of trainees admitted to the 
institute should depend rather on the needs of States than 
on their contribution to operating costs. 

233. In conclusion, the rapporteur reminded the Com­
mission that the Special Fund should obtain formal 
assurances of the payment both of counterpart funds 
and of fellowships. 

234. Discussion of the first draft resolution showed 
that the Commission wished to leave it open to associate 
members to make a financial contribution if they so 
desired. It was accordingly decided that they should be 
added to the list of contributors in operative paragraph 2. 

235. The draft resolution was adopted by 17 votes to 0 
with 5 abstentions (resolution 72 (V), see part III of this 
report). 

236. The second draft resolution concerned pre-institute 
activities in 1963-1964 and provided in its last operative 
paragraph for increasing the Standing Committee of 
Direction from six to nine members. It was decided that 
the names of the new member States should be dissociated 
from the text of the resolution. The resolution, thus 
amended, was adopted by 23 votes to 0 with 2 abstentions 



(resolution 71 (V), see part III of this report). The report 
of the Standing Committee of Direction (E/CN.l4/233) 
was approved. 

237. The discussion regarding the three new member 
States to be admitted to membership of the Committee 
showed that the Commission was unanimously in favour 
of Algeria, Sierra Leone and Uganda. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT DANK 

(Agenda item 8) 

238. Referring to this item, the representative of the 
secretariat drew attention to a report on progress made 
on the establishment of an African development bank 
(E/CN.l4/204) and an addendum to this report (EJCN.I4/ 
204/Add.l), which describes briefly the recommendations 
of the final meeting of the Committee of Nine and the 
steps which had been taken to convene and prepare for 
the Conference of Finance Ministers, in conformity with 
Commission resolution 52 (IV). This conference, which 
would be preceded by a preliminary meeting of experts, 
would take place in June 1963. It was pointed out that 
the discussion at the fifth session would pave the way 
for the success of the Conference of Finance Ministers, 
at which the draft charter establishing the bank would 
be signed. 

239. The Chairman of the Committee of Nine 
(Mr. Romeo Horton, Liberia) gave a full account of 
the work done by the Commission and of the documents 
it had prepared for the Conference of Finance Ministers. 
He emphasized that throughout the preparatory discus­
sions there had been three basic ideas: solidarity and 
self-help among African States; a need to mobilize 
additional financial resources not already available 
through existing channels and institutions; and the im­
portance of operating the bank on the basis of sound 
banking principles. He also drew attention to the interim 
arrangements which were planned for the period between 
the signing of the charter and its ratification. 

240. There was widespread satisfaction with the pro­
gress made by the Committee of Nine and those 
associated with it during the last year and a general 
hope was expressed that an African development bank 
would be established at an early date. Among the points 
made in the discussion were the following: 

(a) Several countries pledged their subcriptions; 
(b) There was no conflict between the Union of 

National Development Banks, which had been arranged 
in the OAMCE countries, and the African development 
bank -the two institutions were complementary; 

(c) It was important to manage carefully the calling 
of subscriptions; 

(d) While there was general agreement with the points 
to be considered by the Conference of Finance Ministers 
concerning interim arrangements for the period after 
signature of the draft agreement and before ratification, 
some countries expressed doubts as to whether it would 
be wise for the interim body to make detailed prepara­
tions for development projects for submission to the 
bank when it started its operations; 

(e) The representative of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development expressed general 
interest in the projects and indicated the willingness of 
the IBRD to lend its own staff members and to help 
in training staff; 

(f) Representatives of non-African countries were 
generally sympathetic to the idea of an African develop­
ment bank, although they were unable at the present 
stage to commit themselves to specific contributions. 

241. A draft resolution was submitted by the delega­
tions of Cameroun, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, 
Libya, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Tanganyika, Tunisia and the United Arab Repub­
lic and was adopted unanimously (resolution 76 (V), 
see part III of the report). 

30 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

(Agenda item 9) 

General aspects of development policies 
and programming 

242. Opening the discussion, the representative of the 
secretariat emphasized that the studies so far presented 
marked only the first steps of its expanding work on 
development and planning problems. Its major concern 
over the years to come would be the exploration of 
concrete ways and means whereby the rate of growth 
of African countries could be accelerated. The secretariat 
was engaged in preparing a major study on development 
and planning problems in Africa, which would be pre­
sented for discussion to a working party of senior 
economic planners to be convened during 1964, and 
which would be preceded by more specialized meetings. 
The Commission took note of the fact that this study 
would also serve the purposes of the African institute 
for economic development and planning. It was also 
hoped that everything possible would be done to carry 
through this important programme and to convene the 
proposed working party of senior economic planners at 
the earliest possible date. 

243. Appreciation was expressed of the high standard 
of the secretariat's studies. During the discussion the 
following major points were emphasized: 

(a) External balance. The possible deterioration in 
external accounts was stressed. The outlook for exports 
of major products appeared doubtful. There was world 
over-production of various commodities, particularly 
tropical products. Surpluses were piling up in some 
countries and prices were falling. Worsening terms of 
trade more than offset the expansion in foreign aid. 
The Executive Secretary was requested to intensify his 
studies on the following matters: the effect of free 
competition on the economic and social development 
of primary producing countries, measures to prevent 
over-production, opportunities for economic and social 
development provided by the organization of world 
markets, stabilization of export prices at fixed and uni­
form levels, export outlook for various commodities, 
and projections of future production capacities of in-



dividual countries. Some delegations furthermore re­
commended that a meeting should be called to discuss 
ways in which the efforts of African countries to attract 
foreign capital could be co-ordinated. It was pointed 
out that it might be desirable to allocate foreign capital 
between receiving countries on a sub-regional basis and 
with a view to the financing of certain types of projects 
on a sub-regional rather than a country basis, in order to 
avoid duplication and dissipation of efforts and scarce 
resources. 

(b) Internal balance. It was generally agreed that a 
quickening tempo of investment called for a rapid 
mobilization of all available domestic resources. The 
importance of an efficient allocation of scarce resources 
among the various sectors was particularly stressed and 
the Executive Secretary was requested to prepare a 
study on the problems involved. It was furthermore 
recommended that studies be undertaken on how to 
mobilize hoarded funds in African countries, on present 
and future manpower requirements, and on the part 
that would be played in economic development by 
popular movements such as co-operatives, trade unions 
and farmers' unions. Valuable examples of self-help, 
through community development, were cited by a number 
of delegations. 

(c) Institutional structure. The implications for eco­
nomic development of the institutional structure of a 
given country or sub-region were clearly recognized. 
The Executive Secretary was requested to prepare a 
study on structural changes needed to speed up the rate 
of economic development as well as on socio-economic 
requirements prior to the launching and implementation 
of development plans. 

(d) Sub-regional co-ordination. The importance of 
expanding rapidly the sub-regional co-ordination of 
development plans, so as to avoid duplication and 
minimize the dissipation of effort, was strongly approved 
by all participants. The Executive Secretary was requested 
to call a working party to discuss the problems and pros­
pects in connection with the establishment of sub-regional 
or regional economic groupings. It was furthermore 
recommended that a study containing concrete proposals 
on co-ordination of development plans should be pre­
sented to the Commission at its sixth session. 

(c) Model building. It was felt that the building of 
complex and dynamic models was not well suited to most 
African countries. The Executive Secretary was therefore 
requested to prepare a simple manual on economic 
planning to assist African economic planners. 

(f) Co-ordination. The need for proper co-ordination 
between various agencies concerned with planning within 
a country was stressed throughout the discussion. The 
Commission recommended that the Executive Secretary 
should call a working party of senior economic planners 
to discuss concrete approaches and solutions to this as 
well as to the other problems listed above. 

Public administration 

244. In connection with the discussion of this point, 
the Commission had before it the report of the Seminar 
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on Urgent Administrative Problems of African Govern­
ments (E/CN.l4/l80). The representative of the secre­
tariat, in his introductory speech, referred to the fact 
that public administration was a new function of the 
Commission, which had been initiated only in the course 
of 1962 as part of the process of decentralization of the 
economic and social activities of the United Nations. A 
new division had consequently been created within the 
secretariat to meet the needs of African governments 
in public administration. 

245. The debate that followed brought out the fact 
that training and civil service organization were con­
sidered to be items deserving the highest priority. It 
was stated specifically that the possibility of creating 
an African institute of public administration should 
form part of the study to be undertaken shortly by the 
secretariat on training facilities and civil service organiza­
tion (project 51.14). 

246. It was suggested that the creation of a civil service 
professional association should be considered as a means 
of raising the standards of the civil services of African 
governments and that a technical publication on public 
administration should be undertaken by the Commission 
along the same lines as the Economic Bulletin for Africa, 
to facilitate the dissemination of ideas on this subject. 

247. It was also suggested that project 51.11, concern­
ing government structures, to be undertaken shortly by 
the secretariat, should include a comparative study of 
the structures common to African governments, with a 
view to determining their effect on the stimulation of 
economic and social development. 

248. To crystallize its wishes on these matters, the 
Commission adopted a draft resolution sponsored by 
the delegations of Sudan, Sierra Leone, Ghana and 
Liberia (resolution 70 (V), see part III of this report). 

249. The Commission, before adopting this draft re­
solution, took note of its financial implications concerning 
the meeting of the working party on public administration 
in 1964. 

Community development and social welfare 

250. The documents presented under this item of 
the agenda dealt with three major aspects of development 
policies: population problems (E/CN.l4/l86), certain 
aspects of racial discrimination (E/CN.l4/189), and pro­
gress in social welfare and community development 
programmes (E/CN.l4/169, E/CN.l4/187 and E./CN.l4/ 
188). The representative of the secretariat summarized 
these documents, bringing out the main points: that 
the size of population varied greatly from country to 
country in Africa, as did the relation of population to 
natural resources in each country; rapid growth of 
population was a factor common to all African countries 
and hitherto the economic implications of present and 
prospective rates of population growth in relation to 
the varying economic circumstances of the African 
countries had not been sufficiently studied; another 
serious problem was the increasing migration from rural 
areas to the capital cities and other major urban areas. 
The rising rates of population growth and the rapid 



development of urbanization in Africa, as described in 
document E/CN.l4/186, revealed the need for demo­
graphic studies as a basis for successful development 
planning. Population projections were indispensable and 
for reliability they should be based on studies of the 
factors influencing population trends. 

251. Government expenditure and racial discrimina­
tion were the subject of a study (E/CN.l4/189). This 
was based on the constitutional foundations of dis­
criminatory practices and by this means demonstrated 
how government and the power of the State were made 
into instruments of racial control. When the racial 
minority gained the power to determine public action 
and in particular decide taxation, government expen­
diture and development policies, government became 
restricted to a narrow, race-conscious electorate and was 
no longer concerned or at best only little concerned with 
the interests of the individual elements of the population 
and therefore with the interests of the nation as a whole. 
It was this constitutional structure which was the founda­
tion of racial discrimination and no move towards 
social justice and individual equality could be possible 
until the situation was radically changed. 

252. Reference was also made to the section on social 
welfare and community development in the programme 
of work for 1962-1963. The many problems to be studied 
under that heading were dealt with in detail in documents 
E/CN.l4/169 and E/CN.l4/188. 

253. The representative of the secretariat further drew 
the attention of delegates to the report of the Standing 
Committee on Social Welfare and Community Develop­
ment (E/CN.l4/187 and Add.l) which embodied the 
deliberations of that Committee and its recommendations 
to the Commission. 

254. Reference was also made by the representative 
of the secretariat to a meeting on social planning, which 
was to consider the integration of social programmes 
in comprehensive development. 

255. It was proposed that the recommendations of 
the Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Com­
munity Development should be drawn up in the form 
of a draft resolution. This draft resolution was adopted 
(resolution 88 (V), sec part ll I of this report). 

256. The report of the Seminar on Population Prob­
lems in Africa (E/CN.l4/186) was also commented on 
briefly and approved and the secretariat was commended 
for its work. 

Housing, town planning and urbanization 

257. The representative of the secretariat introduced 
the report of the Workshop on Urbanization held in 
1962 and referred in particular to its conclusions 
(E/CN.l4/l70 and Add.!). Attention was drawn to the 
fact that follow-up action should be taken by the Commis­
sion and also by various specialized agencies. The secre­
tariat also introduced the report of the Expert Meeting 
on Housing Problems in Africa (E/CN.l4/191), which 
had been convened in accordance with the Commission's 
resolution 53 (IV) and had been held in January 1963. 
Reference was made to the recommendations of this 

meeting, including the establishment within the Commis­
sion of a committee on housing and physical planning, 
the long-term programme of work recommended for 
that committee and the specific projects which should 
be given priority. It was explained that a Housing, Build­
ing and Town Planning Section had now been set up 
within the secretariat of the Commission and that it 
would be in a position to carry out the work programme 
if it were adopted. The representative of the sc:cretariat 
lastly drew attention to the report of the newly-estab­
lished Committee on Housing, Building and Planning? 
of the Economic and Social Council, which had met 
recently at Headquarters, and to a note summarizing 
the main conclusions of interest to the Commission and 
inviting its comments (E/CN.l4/175). Mr. Olu Wright 
(Sierra Leone), as chairman of the Expert Meeting on 
Housing Problems in Africa, gave an account of the 
work of the meeting and of its principa l recom­
mendations. 

258. The Commission took note of the recommenda­
tions of the Workshop on Urbanization (E/CN. l4/170 
and Add. 1). 

259. The Commission approved the recommendations 
of the Meeting of Experts on Housing Problems in 
Africa, including the setting up of a committee on housing 
and physical planning, the terms of reference recom­
mended for it, and the proposals for both a long-term 
and a short-term programme of work. 

Industrial resources and development 

260. The work of the Commission secretariat in in­
dustry and natural resources was discussed and great 
appreciation expressed of the work accomplished by 
the Working Party of the Whole of the Standing Com­
mittee on lndustry and Natural Resources, as set out 
in its report (E/CN.l4/l92 and Corr. I and Add.l). 
The substantial contribution being made by UNESCO 
to the carrying out of the work programme on natural 
resources was noted with appreciation. 
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261. After full discussion, it was unanimously decided 
to give the greatest emphasis to the following issues: 

(a) Development of strategic industry and sub-regional 
co-ordination. While the development of agriculture and 
of industry should go hand in hand , national efforts 
to establish large-scale modern heavy industries- iron 
and steel, non-ferrous metals, chemicals (including 
fertilizers), mechanical engineering (including assembly), 
energy and building materials- should be combined 
on the basis of the balanced integration of national plans 
for industrialization and of the division of labour at 
sub-regional level, with an equitable distribution of 
industries among all countries. It was also suggested 
that the Commission secretariat should begin to build 
up consultant services to assist governments in promoting 
the actual development of industries. Studies to be 
undertaken by the Commission and the industrial mis­
sions planned in the different sub-regions were most 
welcome. 

7 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Thirty­
sixth Session, Supplement No. 13 (E/3719). 



(b) Training and research. The policies of African 
governments on technical training and research should 
be co-ordinated in order to utilize, to the fullest extent, 
existing facilities as well as funds available for the 
establishment of additional local training and research 
institutes in Africa. The Commission secretariat, in co­
operation with the specialized agencies, should prepare 
plans for this concerted action. It would be desirable, 
in particular, that this question be reviewed during the 
Conference on research and training relating to natural 
resources in Africa, which UNESCO proposes to organize 
in 1964. It was therefore recommended that the secre­
tariat, in accordance with Commission resolution 34 (III), 
should participate fully in the organization of this 
conference. 

(c) Mineral and water resources. The need for practical 
research work in the assessment of mineral and water 
resources and development possibilities, including on-the­
spot technical services, was stressed. 

(d) Investment fund. The need to raise investment 
funds from internal sources and the various ways of 
undertaking this were stressed, as was the need to 
formulate policies for the encouragement of foreign 
investment in African countries. 

(e) Infrastructure. The role of the infrastructure, and 
especially the means of communication, as a prerequisite 
for investment in large-scale industries and for the 
extension of industrialization to Jess-developed areas, 
was unanimously recognized. 

(f) Common market. The creation of sub-regional 
common markets, and ultimately an African common 
market, was considered an important factor in the speed­
ing up of industrialization. 

Transport and communications 

262. The report of the Eastern Africa Transport Con­
ference (E/CN.l4/l93) was noted with satisfaction. 
Reports by the secretariat on other activities on transport 
were also noted (E/CN.l4/194 and Add.!). 

263. There was a general discussion on the work of 
the Commission in transport. It was noted that the 
programme of work had been considerably developed 
during the last year and that a Transport Section had 
now been established within the secretariat. The follow­
ing decisions were taken: 

(a) The terms of reference of the Standing Committee 
on Industry and Natural Resources should be expanded 
to include transport and communications. This Com­
mittee, with expanded terms of reference, should have 
the power to convene working parties or ad hoc meetings 
of experts on problems of interest to a particular sub­
region or on specialized topics of interest to the whole 
of the African region. Some delegations, however, 
pointed out that transport was a separate and extensive 
subject in itself and that, in view of its vital importance 
to developing countries, it merited a separate standing 
committee and that effective liaison be maintained be­
tween it and the Standing Committee on Industry and 
Natural Resources. 
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(b) For purposes of preparing the major study on 
transport development now being carried out by the 
secretariat, governments should be invited to co-operate 
with the secretariat in providing data and, in other 
appropriate ways, in assisting in the completion of the 
study. 

(c) The Executive Secretary should be requested to 
prepare a report, in co-operation with the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU), on problems of build­
ing up an adequate telecommunication system in Africa. 

(d) Since the secretariat report on transportation 
problems across the Sahara (E/CN. l4/194/Add.l) had 
been prepared on a narrowly economic basis and with 
incomplete data, further data should be collected and a 
more comprehensive analysis carried out, with the co­
operation of a group of experts from countries bordering 
on the Sahara; this meeting of experts should be convened 
if possible in the course of 1963, so that their report 
might be submitted to the Commission at its sixth session. 

(e) Secretariat studies presently under way on the 
development and co-ordination of all African air trans­
port facilities should be intensified, ICAO being requested 
to give all possible assistance. 

(f) The studies of the secretariat should be directed 
towards the solution of practical problems, such as the 
establishment of road communications between Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Somalia and the Sudan. 

Agricultural problems 

264. In his introductory speech, the representative of 
the secretariat pointed out that this item included a 
number of selected points arising from resolutions and 
from interest expressed by the Commission at previous 
sessions. The projects under this heading were carried 
out in conjunction with the FAO. 

World Food Programme 

265. It was explained, in conformity with the Com­
mission's resolution 54 (IV), that the World Food Pro­
gramme, conducted jointly by the United Nations and 
the FAO, had begun its operations in 1963 to promote 
economic and social development. The programme was 
a three-year experimental one for the utilization of food 
surpluses in the financing of development projects, in 
famine relief, in pre-school and school feeding and in 
the improvement of nutritional standards. The plan to 
use food surpluses for development and self-help was 
strongly approved. The continued help of FAO would 
be required to foster domestic food production through 
the use of better techniques, fertilizers and other methods. 
At the same time, the need was expressed for larger cash 
contributions, to permit the contributions to the project 
in foodstuffs to be effectively utilized. It was stressed 
that it was important for more African countries to 
contribute towards the resources of the programme, in 
addition to those already benefiting from the programme's 
provisions. More publicity was needed to bring the pro­
gramme to the attention of governments and to inform 
them of its operating procedures. It was recommended 



that consideration should be given to the formation of a 
food bank for the distribution of surpluses on an equitable 
basis. 

African timber trends study 

266. Progress was evident from the report on the 
African timber trends study (E/CN.l4/197 and Add.l), 
along the lines of Commission resolution 46 (IV). Delega­
tions recognized the need for accurate assessment of 
current and future wood needs as a guide to forest 
policies. It was pointed out that another very important 
function of forests, apart from providing wood, was 
that of watershed protection and the conservation of 
soil and water. The burden on governments of the local 
costs involved in conducting surveys of this kind was 
stressed and technical help from FAO was sought; 
assistance had already been made available to a number 
of countries. 

Lirestock production 

267. The representative of the secretariat reported that 
as a result of Commission resolution 56 (IV), arrange­
ments had been made with FAO to incorporate economic 
and social aspects of livestock production in the first 
FAO African meeting of experts in the field of livestock 
production planned for the latter part of 1963. This 
joint action with FAO was appreciated because it would 
permit a comprehensive agenda which would combine 
the economic utilization of livestock with technical 
questions of breeding, feeding, water supplies and 
disease control. Active promotion of work in this very 
important sphere was recommended to increase exports 
and improve local nutritional standards. 

Control of the desert locust 

268. The control ·of the desert locust continued to 
interest a large number of countries in almost all Africa 
north of the equator. Most governments were actively 
collaborating with the Special Fund desert locust project. 
This was an inter-regional research project also extend­
ing to south-western Asia and aimed at developing a 
new strategy for attacking and forestalling the breeding 
and migration of this locust. FAO was the executive 
agency and a variety of inter-governmental sub-regional 
bodies had been formed in Africa to deal with the actual 
control of this locust. Bodies also existed for the control 
of the African migratory locust and the red locust. Some 
delegations proposed the creation of a new organization 
for north Africa, while others referred to the need for 
more harmonious co-ordination taking into account 
already existing bodies. 

Agricultural credit 

269. A summary report on the FAO/ECA Develop­
ment Centre on Agricultural Credit for Africa (E/CN.l4/ 
200) drew attention to a number of specific recommenda­
tions made by the Centre for the organization and 
operation of agricultural credit systems in eastern African 
countries. Practical difficulties encountered in recover­
ing loans and in regulating their use as well as the dif­
ficulty of controlling the malpractices of private money-

lenders were outlined. The granting of loans in 
kind and the linking of credit with extension activities 
in a form of supervised credit were advanced as partial 
solutions to these practical problems. It was proposed 
that the problems and measures required for establishing 
satisfactory supervised credit systems should be studied 
by the African institute for economic development and 
planning, which should establish and operate courses 
for the training of personnel to operate these systems. 

Irrigation problems 

270. Great interest was shown in a summary report 
on irrigation schemes in Africa (E/CN.I4/201) presented 
by the secretariat. It analysed some of the benefits likely 
to be gained from irrigated agriculture, but on the other 
hand pointed out the high capital costs and the need 
for skilled management and specially trained farmers, 
if results were to be satisfactory. It advised governments 
to weigh carefully the alternative uses of capital and 
skilled services. A fuller report would be presented in 
the near future. The need for irrigation problems to be 
approached from a comprehensive technical, economic 
and social standpoint was stressed. Importance was also 
attached to the sub-regional approach to the use of 
rivers common to several countries, in order to co­
ordinate development projects and to ensure that maxi­
mum benefit was gained from the water available. 

271. Other agriculture problems, not discussed in 
detail but raised during the meeting of the Committee 
on the Programme of Work and Priorities, had included 
land reform, economic aspects of soil conservation and 
agricultural price factors in the terms of trade. 

MONETARY, FINANCIAL, TRADE AND COMMODITY PROBLEMS 

(Agenda item 10) 

272. For discussion of this item, the Commission had 
before it the following documents: report of the first 
session of the Standing Committee on Trade (E/CN.l4/ 
174 and Corr.l and Add. I and 2), report of the African 
Meeting on Commodity Stabilization (E/CN.I4/205), 
report of the Expert Panel on Transit Traffic in West 
Africa (E/CN. I4/206 and Add.l ), information paper on 
recent developments in western European economic 
grouping (E/CN.14/207) and note on Commission resolu­
tion 57 (IV) (E/CN.14/190). 

273. In his introductory speech the representative of 
the secretariat drew the attention of delegates to the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
to take place early in 1964. Particular emphasis was 
placed on the various ways in which the Commission 
secretariat could contribute to this important under­
taking. 
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274. During the discussion, which was marked general­
ly by a very constructive approach to the trade problems 
facing African countries, it was stressed that the Con­
ference on Trade and Development provided an excellent 
opportunity for concerted African action and the Execu­
tive Secretary was urged to give all possible assistance. 
The discussion concentrated primarily on the following 
points: 



(a) Structural imbalance. The fundamental imbalance 
between the structure of production and the structure 
of demand in African economies was stressed. The 
greater elasticity of demand for imports into African 
countries, which was greater than the elasticity of demand 
for .African exports to developed countries, did not give 
Afncan governments opportunity for negotiation. It 
was pointed out that diversification of a country's agri­
culture did not provide the solution. A higher rate of 
consumption in industrialized countries and more liberal ­
trade policies would, however, ensure an increase in the 
demand for African exports and thus enable African 
countries to increase their imports in proportion to their 
development requirements. The need for a co-ordinated 
approach to trade and aid problems was further stressed. 

(b) Commodity arrangements. The disruptive effects 
of the steady deterioration in the terms of African trade 
with industrialized countries and of the fluctuations in 
commodity prices on economic policy and planning were 
noted. It was generally recognized that world-wide com­
modity agreements would help to solve this problem. 
The val~e of the commodity by commodity approach, 
as practised under present agreements, was, however, to 
some extent questioned. It was felt that it tended to 
favour the old-established exporters to the detriment of 
the development of younger economies. Attention was 
drawn. to the possibilities offered by compensatory 
financmg. 

(c) African common market. Great emphasis was 
placed on all questions related to the promotion of intra­
African trade. It was pointed out that the possibilities 
for complementary production between different sub­
regions provided a great potential for trade and it was 
re~ommended that these should be more closely exa­
mmed. A draft resolution, introduced by Ghana and 
c~-sponsored by Algeria, Burundi, Ethiopia, Liberia, 
Lt?ya, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanga­
nyika and the United Arab Republic was adopted 
unanimously (resolution 86 (V), see part III of this 
report. This resolution noted the need for an African 
common market and requested the Executive Secretary 
to initiate intensive studies on the major problems of 
an African common market. It was pointed out that this 
was a project which had required several years of pre­
paration in other regions and that therefore it was 
imperative th:-~t work should be started as soon as 
possible in Africa. An appeal was made to all govern­
ments not to take any action in this transitional period 
which might jeopardize the future creation of a common 
market. The Executive Secretary was also requested to 
inform members and associate members of the integra­
tion plans of various parts of the region. 

(d) Relations with extra-African economic groupings. 
The unanimous opinion that increased co-operation 
among African States was essential in order to promote 
African unity and solidarity was repeated. The associa­
tion between certain African States and the EEC was 
questioned on the grounds that it would have adverse 
effects on the development of African co-operation. 
Particular reference was made to the element of discrimi­
nation introduced between African countries by the 
preferential aspects of the Convention of Association. 
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Representatives of non-associated countries stated that 
they were indeed aware of the financial and technical 
advantages open to associated members of the EEC and 
that they recognized the difficulties that would arise in 
any attempt to put an early end to the present system. 

275. Representatives of countries associated with the 
EEC felt that this association did not have the un­
favourable effects implied. Their relations with the Com­
munity in no way required them to sever connexions 
with other African countries. They favoured intra­
African co-operation, but pointed out that they could 
not afford to ignore either the advantages of stabilization 
of proceeds from exports of primary products or the 
economic and financial aid provided by the arrangements 
of the association. No practical alternative solution had 
yet been suggested. 

276. A draft resolution on the relations between 
African countries and the EEC was tabled for discussion 
by the representatives of a number of non-associated 
countries. The Executive Secretary was requested to 
convey the apprehensions noted above to the bodies 
concerned and to seek clarification regarding the rela­
tionship between the tariff provisions of the Convention 
of Association and the necessary tariff arrangements for 
an African common market. The draft resolution was 
withdrawn in the interests of African unity. 

277. The problems raised by the existence of different 
monetary zones in the region were in general stressed. 
A draft resolution was introduced by the United Arab 
Rep~blic and was co-sponsored by Algeria, Guinea, 
Mah and Morocco. The draft resolution noted the need 
for workable arrangements between these monetary 
zones and for payments systems to promote intra­
African trade and requested the Executive Secretary to 
undertake a study of the possibility of establishing a 
clearing system within a payments union of African 
countries. The secretariat outlined the ways in which 
the project might be carried out by expert assistance and 
by the convening of a working party of government 
officials in 1964. The desire was unanimously expressed 
that the project should be carried out as quickly as 
possible, but it was recognized that it was necessary 
that such a study should be thorough. Reference was 
furthermore made to a study of the various monetary 
systems used in Africa, with particular reference to their 
effect on intra-African trade, which was at present being 
carried out by the secretariat in accordance with Com­
mission resolution 30 (Ill). After taking note of the 
financial implications presented by the Executive Secre­
tary (see para. 300 (a) below), the resolution was adopted 
by 19 votes to 0 with 2 abstentions (resolution 87 (V), 
see part III of this report). 

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO AFRICA 

(Agenda item 11) 

278. For discussion of this item, the Commission had 
before it an information paper on technical assistance 
provided by the United Nations to countries and terri­
tories of the region under the expanded and regular 
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programmes (E/CN.l4/210), an information paper on 
Special Fund activities in Africa (E/CN.l4/214 and Add.l) 
and information papers on technical assistance from a 
number of specialized agencies. 

279. The Deputy Commissioner for Technical Assis­
tance gave an account of activities in Africa under the 
United Nations technical assistance programme and also 
information on Special Fund projects. He pointed out 
that in 1963 the United Nations programme would 
exceed $7,500,000, with $1,500,000 committed to regional 
projects. He hoped that the number and scale of Special 
Fund projects in Africa would be increased in the ncar 
future. There had been increases during the last year 
and these were continuing in 1963 under the four main 
headings of the United Nations programme: prerequisites 
for economic and social development, including statistics, 
planning, training and economic surveys; natural re­
sources surveys and development; social programmes, 
including housing and physical planning; and public 
administration. 

280. Statements were made by representatives of 
specialized agencies on their technical assistance activi­
ties. A statement was also made by a representative 
of the Executive Chairman of the Technical Assistance 
Board. 

281. Observers of States not members of the Commis­
sion gave an account of their bilateral technical assis­
tance arrangements with African countries. 

282. A proposal was made recommending member 
countries of the Commission to examine the possibility 
of submitting a resolution to the United Nations on the 
establishment of a United Nations permanent security 
force for Africa, which would enable African States to 
reduce their defence expenditures and devote the resultant 
savings to development programmes. The establishment 
of such a force would also discourage aggressive inten­
tions and would prevent the armament race from affect­
ing Africa. Furthermore, individual defence pacts would 
be unnecessary and there would be no foreign bases in 
Africa. 

283. In the course of the discussion, appreciation was 
expressed of the assistance given by the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies; this was of vital importance 
to economic and social development in Africa. More 
technical assistance was needed. Appreciation was also 
expressed of the technical assistance which was being 
received on a bilateral basis, although a general pre­
ference was expressed for multilateral arrangements. 

STATISTICS 

(Agenda item 12) 

284. In his introductory speech on this item, the 
representative of the secretariat explained that the 
activities of the secretariat in statistics aimed at promoting 
the development of national statistical services, at adapt­
ing statistical standards to African conditions and at 
relating the production of statistics to the requirements 
of national development planning. To achieve these 
objectives, it was undertaking the preparation of manuals 
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and handbooks on statistical procedures and methodo­
logy, the establishment of training facilities, the convening 
of regional and sub-regional meetings of expert groups 
and heads of statistical offices and the sponsorship of 
collection, evaluation, processing and dissemination of 
statistical information. 

285. The Committee had before it, in addition to the 
work programme in statistics, the following documents: 
report of the Seminar on Industrial Statistics (E/CN.l4/ 
173), note on statistical development (E/CN.l4/219), 
report on regional consultations held in 1962 (E/CN.l4/ 
220), report of the Working Group on the adaptation 
of the United Nations system of national accounts for 
use in Africa (E/CN.l4/221). 

286. The following were the main points discussed: 

(a) Gaps in statistical data. It was repeatedly pointed 
out that many gaps remained in the statistical material 
produced in many African countries. These gaps con­
stituted serious handicaps to studies, research and policy­
making and required immediate rectification. Examples 
were quoted of deficiencies in statistics on population, 
production, crop-forecasting, employment, wages and 
salaries, and also in national accounts and budget figures. 

(b) Shortage of staff. It was generally recognized that 
statistical services suffered from serious shortage of both 
professional personnel and supporting staff. Shortages 
in two specific groups were emphasized, first, economic 
statisticians, required to form an effective link between 
statistics and planning and, second, field survey staff, 
needed to undertake collection of data in the increasing 
numbers of sample survey operations. It was felt that 
facilities were available in varying forms for the forma­
tion of professional statisticians. The need to continue 
the vital function performed by the statistical training 
centres established or sponsored by the Commission 
and the United Nations in Africa was stressed and it 
was recommended that the Executive Secretary seck the 
expansion of these operations and arrange for the provi­
sion of more training facilities and fellowships. 

(c) Conference of African Statisticians. The themes 
chosen for the forthcoming third Conference of African 
Statisticians were unanimously approved: these were 
statistical development and the relation of statistics to 
planning, and co-ordination between the organizations 
responsible. The importance of the construction of 
national accounts as a basic instrument of planning 
was stressed, and the need to establish tables of human 
and physical resources in addition to the conventional 
financial tables was noted. At the same time, statisticians 
were cautioned, while endeavouring to meet planning 
requirements, against neglecting the needs of other 
consumers for statistical data for more general use and 
applications. 

(d) Sub-regional meetings and advisory services. The 
institution of periodic sub-regional meetings of heads of 
statistical offices as an effective instrument for exchange 
of experience, co-ordination of activities and evaluation 
of programmes of regional co-operation was welcomed. 
The continuing need for statistical experts was stressed 
and the importance noted of the need for governments 
to take steps to ensure the continuation of the results 



of the work of such experts after the termination of their 
assignments. In particular, the value and uses of the short­
term regional advisory services were emphasized and the 
Executive Secretary was requested to provide for the 
continuation and expansion of this activity. All govern­
ments of member States were called upon to give full 
support to the Executive Secretary for the promotion 
of statistical development in Africa. 

TRAINING 

(Agenda item 13) 

287. Speaking on this agenda item, the representative 
of the secretariat explained the growing importance of 
its training activities since the establishment of the 
Commission. He then reviewed the various reports on 
the subject submitted to the Commission, namely the 
role of UNESCO in training for public administration 
(E/CN.l4/218), the report on the summer course in 
economics for African university students (E/CN.14/222), 
in-service training (E/CN.l4/223), the report on statistical 
training centres (E/CN.l4/224), the report on the training 
course in community development methods and tech­
niques (E/CN.l4/225) and the report on the training 
course for customs officials in English-speaking countries 
of west Africa (E/CN.l4/226). 

288. The Committee commended the secretariat on 
its work in training and requested it to continue to 
extend these activities, particularly in the training of 
professional staff for public administration as approved 
by the Committee on the Programme of Work and 
Priorities. 

289. The suggestions contained in document E/CN.14/ 
223 for the expansion of in-service training were 
approved. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS ON DECENTRALIZATION OF 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED 

NATIONS AND STRENGTHENING OF THE REGIONAL 

ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS 

(Agenda item 14) 

290. The report by the Executive Secretary on steps 
taken by the Secretary-General to implement resolution 
50 (IV) (E/CN.I4/227) was introduced by a representative 
of the secretariat, who drew attention to the considerable 
progress made during the past year in the decentraliza­
tion of economic and social activities, including matters 
relating to technical assistance and the Special Fund, 
and in the assumption of these responsibilities by the 
secretariat. The Commission took note of this and of 
further measures which were under consideration and 
requested the Executive Secretary to submit a report on 
the increased participation of the Commission secretariat 
in the technical assistance activities of the United Nations 
(resolution 83 (V), see part III of this report). 

291. The Commission took note of a progress report 
on the establishment of sub-regional offices of the Com­
mission (E/CN.I4/228). Appreciation was expressed of 
the work done by the Government of Niger and by the 
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secretariat towards the establishment at Niamey of a 
sub-regional office, which it was hoped would be opened 
early in 1964. 

292. The Committee recalled resolution 64 (IV) in 
which it had decided to set up two sub-regional offices, 
including a sub-regional office for north Africa. The 
representative of Algeria, supported by representatives 
of the other north African countries, proposed that 
that sub-regional office should be established in Morocco 
and the representative of Morocco stated that his 
government would be glad to offer facilities for the 
establishment of a sub-regional office at Tangiers. These 
proposals were approved by the Commission, which 
expressed its appreciation of the offer made by the 
Government of Morocco. 

STAFFING PROBLEMS 

(Agenda item 15) 

293. The Executive Secretary, in his introductory 
speech, gave data on the marked progress which had 
been made in the recruitment of staff during the past 
year and on the progress made towards Africanization. 
He also gave an account of immediate perspectives and 
of long-term objectives, pointing out, however, the 
Secretary-General's policy of continuing to provide a 
proportion of the staff of the regional economic com­
missions from nationalities outside the region concerned. 
He explained the various steps which had been taken 
to obtain more candidates of African nationality and 
drew attention to the difficulties of obtaining the release 
of suitable persons. The Executive Secretary also gave 
an account of the training activities being undertaken 
and the plans for expanding them. He stated that it 
had not so far been possible for the Committee on Staff 
Recruitment and Training to meet formally, although 
close contacts had been made between representatives 
of the Secretary-General and members of permanent 
missions of African countries to the United Nations. 

294. In the course of discussion, the following points 
were made: 

(a) Appreciation was expressed, by all who took part 
in the debate, of the marked progress that had been 
made, both in total recruitment and in Africanization; 

(b) It was generally felt that further efforts should be 
made to recruit Africans to policy-making positions in 
the Commission secretariat; 

(c) It was suggested that more should be done to 
obtain Africans on secondment from the services of 
their own governments; 

(d) It was widely recognized that there were not 
enough staff members from French-speaking African 
countries and that this hindered the preparation and 
distribution of documents in the French language; 

(e) There was general recognition of the practical 
difficulty facing African countries which were anxious 
to release experienced officials but also needed such 
people in their own countries and of the fact that more 
effort should be made by African countries to make the 
necessary sacrifices in the interests of the Commission; 



(f) It was generally felt that, while the policy of 
Africanization of the secretariat should be pursued, 
there would continue to be a need for a proportion of 
staff members from all parts of the world, in the interests 
of Africa and of the universality of a branch of the 
United Nations; 

(g) The hope was expressed that the Committee on 
Staff Recruitment and Training would be convened at 
an early date. 

295. The Executive Secretary, replying to observations 
made during the debate, said that careful note had been 
made of all the points raised. The recruitment policies 
which had been initiated would be resolutely followed. 
There would be many opportunities for the recruitment 
of Africans at all levels in the coming years, but he 
emphasized the need for the active co-operation of all 
African governments in obtaining the release of suitable 
personnel. He intended to convene the Committee on 
Staff Recruitment and Training in Addis Ababa at an 
early date. 

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES 

(Agenda item 16) 

296. In his introductory statement, the Executive 
Secretary dealt with the four following groups of ques­
tions: the programme of work and priorities for 1963-
1964, submitted to the Commission (E/CN14/230 and 
Add.l and Corr.l, 2 and 3) drawing the attention of 
the Commission in particular to activities on the United 
Nations Development Decade programme and also to 
the financial implications of new activities which had 
been proposed during the fifth session; the resolutions 
and decisions of interest to the Commission adopted 
by the Economic and Social Council at its thirty-third, 
thirty-fourth and resumed thirty-fourth sessions, and by 
the General Assembly at its seventeenth session (E/CN.l4/ 
232 and Add.l, and Add.I/Corr.l); the control and limi­
tation of documents (E/CN.l4/184); and arrangements 
for standing committees (E/CN.l4/177). 

297. Explaining the arrangements for standing com­
mittees, the Executive Secretary stressed that the pro­
posals made by the secretariat aimed at providing 
speedier and more effective results, through the greater 
usc of the system of standing committees and of expert 
meetings to be convened at regular intervals. He pointed 
out, however, that document E/CN.l4/177 should in no 
way be interpreted as a definite proposal from the 
secretariat; it was an attempt to seck the opinion of the 
Commission and ensure that the secretariat's views were 
not contrary to the Commission's wishes. He emphasized 
in particular that the suggestion of the secretariat that 
the quorum of the standing committees be reduced from 
a majority to one-third of the members of the Commission 
had been put forward to allow for more flexibility in the 
procedure, bearing in mind especially the difficulties 
which had arisen in the past. 

298. The Executive Secretary also stated that, if 
arrangements could be made along the lines proposed, 
it would then be possible, as had been suggested, to hold 
much shorter annual sessions of the Commission. 

299. There was general appreciation of the Executive 
Secretary's constructive approach to the rationalization 
of the Commission's working methods. The principal 
points made in the discussion were as follows: 

(a) The expanding system of standing committees and 
expert meetings convened at regular intervals was re­
garded as expeditious for discharging the Commission's 
responsibilities; this would allow the annual session to 
concentrate on matters of major policy; 

(b) Meetings should not be the only method of ex­
change between governments and the secretariat and 
more use could be made of regular correspondence; 

(c) It was, on the one hand, suggested that the Com­
mission should meet every two years. On the other hand, 
it was felt that it would be preferable to continue with 
an annual session for some time to come in view of the 
rapidly changing situation in Africa. It was generally 
agreed that it would be advantageous for the secretariat 
to give further consideration to this matter, taking into 
account its own experience and the conclusions which 
could be drawn from the experience of other regional 
economic commissions; 

(d) It was generally felt that the annual session of the 
Commission could reasonably be shortened but that one 
week, as had been proposed, would not be long enough. It 
was also generally agreed, however, that it should be 
possible to limit the general debate and thus provide 
more time for discussion of questions of high policy. 
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300. The Commission took the following decisions: 

(a) Having taken note of the financial implications of 
the new projects, adopted the report of the Committee 
on the Programme of Work and Priorities (E/CN.l4/231). 
These new projects were the following: arrangement of 
an African trade fair (project 13-12), estimated to cost 
$13,600 in 1963 and $49,850 in 1964; in-service training 
in the Trade Section of the secretariat (project 61-03) 
and a training course for small traders (project 61-11), 
estimated to cost $5,000 in 1963 and $10,000 in 1964; 
a study of the possibility of adopting the TIR Conven­
tion in west African countries (project 13- 10), estimated 
to cost $7,500 in 1963 and $23,850 in 1964; a study 
of the possibility of establishing a clearing system within 
a payments union among African countries (project 
13-14), estimated to cost $14,000 in 1963 and $50,800 
in 1964; a project towards an all-African telecommunica­
tion union (project 22-0I(f)), estimated to cost $44,300 
in 1963 and $44,300 again in 1964; and a working party 
on public administration (project 51-02), estimated to cost 
$18,600 in 1964. These recommendations were incor­
porated in the programme of work and priorities (see 
part V of this report). 

(b) The Standing Committee on Trade would hence­
forth be considered as being governed by rules 67 and 
68 of the rules of procedure, which applied to the sub­
sidiary bodies of the Commission; 

(c) Since the body hitherto known as the Standing 
Committee on Social Welfare and Community Develop­
ment was not a standing committee within the accepted 
meaning of the term, it should be re-named the Expert 



Committee on Social Welfare and Community Develop­
ment, which would continue to be convened annually 
with the aid of United Nations funds and retain sub­
stantially the same terms of reference; 

(d) As there were likely to be difficulties in obtaining 
a quorum in standing committees under rule 42 of the 
rules of procedure, the Commission agreed that a more 
flexible interpretation of this rule was admissible, and 
that therefore, as permitted under rule 68, standing com­
mittees of the whole Commission could be considered 
as having obtained a quorum if less than half the members 
were present, if, in the opinion of the standing com­
mittee concerned, this were necessary for the accomplish­
ment of its work. 

(e) It was no longer necessary to convene the pre­
session committee on the programme of work and 
priorities. 

DATE AND PLACE OF MEETING OF THE SIXTH SESSION 

(Agenda item 17) 

301. The Commission decided to hold its sixth session 
at Algiers, Algeria; at the same time it recommended 
that Nairobi, Kenya, be considered as the place where 
the seventh session should meet. The Executive Secretary 
drew the attention of the Commission to the extra financial 
burden involved in holding the session away from the 
Commission's headquarters, an extra burden which, in 
the case of the sixth session, would amount to approxi­
mately $49,500. As to the recommendation to hold the 
seventh session in Nairobi, he pointed out that, although 
the wish of the Commission would be recorded, the 
decision would be taken by the Commission at its sixth 
session. 

302. A number of delegates proposed that the sixth 
session be held after the Fast of Ramadan which in 
1964 ends on 15 February. The Executive Secretary 
pointed out, however, that a late session would make 
it difficult to prepare and defend the budget proposals 
of the Commission in time and that it would be more 
convenient if the session were held earlier. It was agreed 

to leave the matter in the hands of the Executive Secre­
tary who would take into account, when fixing a suitable 
date, the various views expressed. 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSING OF THE SESSION 

303. At its 99th (closing) meeting, the Commission, 
after due consideration adopted three draft resolutions: 
the first related to the locust eradication campaign and 
the work of the WMO in Africa (resolution 89 (V), see 
part III of this report); the second commended the 
Executive Secretary and staff of the Commission for 
their loyalty and devotion to duty (resolution 90 (V), 
see part III of this report); the third expressed thanks 
to the elected officers of both the fourth and the fifth 
sessions (resolution 91 (V), see part III of this report). 

304. At this meeting the Commission unanimously 
adopted in turn the report of the Economic Committee, 
the report of the Social Committee and the report on 
its own plenary proceedings, approving at the same time 
the resolutions which had been adopted by the two 
Committees. The three reports have been integrated into 
the text of the present report. 

305. In his closing statement, the Chairman declared 
that the fifth session had marked a memorable date in 
the history of ECA; it constituted an important stage 
in the development of economic thinking applicable to 
the achievement of an African economy. The session had 
demonstrated African unity, whether in the discussions 
and resolutions on the African development bank, the 
African institute for economic development and plan­
ning, the African common market, or on questions of 
membership of the Commission. He wished to thank the 
secretariat for their efficiency, and in particular the 
Executive Secretary who had been indefatigable in his 
efforts in connexion with the United Nations work in 
the Congo and whose dynamism and intelligence would 
be applied to the work of the Commission. The success 
of the Commission's and Africa's noble cause was 
assured by the individual and collective action of the 
countries of Africa. 

PART III 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS FIFTH SESSION 

67 (V). Vote of thanks to the President and Government 
of the Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville) 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Desirous of expressing its gratitude to the Government 
of the Congo (Leopoldville) for the kind invitation to 
hold its fifth session in Leopoldville, 

Desirous also of expressing its gratitude to the Congo­
lese authorities for all the facilities provided to the orga-
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nizers of the session and having listened with interest to 
the brilliant and wise address of His Excellency the 
President of the Republic of the Congo, 

1. Conveys its heartfelt thanks and sincere gratitude 
to the people and to the Government of the Republic 
of the Congo (Leopoldville) and in particular to His 
Excellency President Kasa-Vubu for the efforts and 
sacrifices made for the organization of the fifth session 
of the Commission; 



2. Expresses its congratulations to the President of 
the Republic of the Congo for the realistic and states­
manlike address delivered at the opening meeting of the 
session; 

3. Decides that this resolution shall be communicated 
to the President of the Republic by the officers and a 
deputation from the Commission. 

83rd meeting, 
19 February 1963. 

68 (V). Terms of reference of the Economic Commission 
for Africa: Portugal and South Africa 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recalling its resolution 42 (IV) of 24 February I 962 
which, inter alia, recommended that Portugal be deprived 
of membership in the Commission because of its refusal 
to accept its obligations under General Assembly resolu­
tion 1466 (XIV), dated 12 December 1959, and the 
Commission's resolution 5 (II), dated 28 January 1960, 

Recalling also its resolution 44 (IV) of 27 February 
I 962, which recommended, inter alia, that the Republic 
of South Africa should also be deprived of membership 
of the Commission until it has set a term to its policy 
of racial discrimination, 

Bearing in mind that the Governments of Portugal 
and of the Republic of South Africa have not shown 
any positive reaction to the recommendations of the 
Commission. 

Noting with regret that the Economic and Social Council 
did not find it possible to accept the recommendation of 
the Commission in respect of the mem bcrship of Portugal 
and the Republic of South Africa at its resumed thirty­
fourth session, 

Recommends the Economic and Social Council to 
reconsider its decision on the recommendation of the 
Commission in respect of the membership of Portugal 
and of the Republic of South Africa and to transmit the 
views and the recommendation of the Commission to 
the General Assembly. 

91 st meeting, 
23 February 1963. 

69 (V). Terms of reference of the Economic Commission 
for Africa: associate membership for France, Spain 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Taking note of resolution 927 (XXXIV) of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council, dated 19 December 1962, 
concerning the amendment of the terms of reference of 
the Commission, 

Having considered the results of the voting on draft 
resolution III submitted by the Commission to the Eco­
nomic and Social Council 8 and having analyzed the con-

s Sec E/3586, part IV. 

siderations leading to the adoption of the Council's 
resolution 927 (XXXIV),9 

Bearing in mind the fact that, as a consequence of 
decolonization, the members of the Commission intended, 
by the above-mentioned draft resolution, to enable 
African members collectively and within the terms of 
reference of the Commission to take decisions affecting 
Africa without the said decisions being influenced by the 
opposing votes of non-African powers, 

Bearing in mind also that non-African powers, on 
ceasing to have territorial responsibilities in Africa, shall 
cease to be members of the Commission, 

I. Notes the memorandum presented to the Economic 
and Social Council by the Permanent Representative of 
Spain to the United Nations,lO in which the Spanish 
Government states that it is prepared to apply General 
Assembly resolution 1466 (XIV) of 12 December 1959; 

2. Takes note of the declarations made by the repre­
sentatives of France, Spain and the United Kingdom to 
the Commission at its fifth session; 

3. Reaffirms its position as expressed in its resolu­
tion 42 (IV), without prejudice to its resolution 44 (IV) 
relating to South Africa; 

4. Again requests the Economic and Social Council 
to ratify on the one hand, the provisions of resolu­
tion 42 (IV) which concern the Non-Self-Governing 
African countries and, on the other, those relating to 
the status of France and the United Kingdom, but 
modifying those in respect of Spain, to accord that 
country similar treatment to that of France and the 
United Kingdom. 

91 st meeting, 
23 February 1963. 

70 (V). Public administration 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having reviewed the report of the Seminar on Urgent 
Administrative Problems of African Governments 
(E/CN.l4/180) which was convened at the headquarters 
of the Commission from 2 to II October 1962 through 
the joint efforts of the Commission and the Division for 
Public Administration of the United Nations Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, 

Reaffirming the view expressed by the Economic and 
Social Council in its resolution 907 (XXXIV), of 2 August 
1962, that solid administrative structures and sound 
public administration arc essential prerequisites for the 
progress of the developing countries, 

Noting with satisfaction that a Public Administration 
Unit has been established within the secretariat of the 
Commission, 

9 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Resumed 
Thirty-fourth session, 1239th meeting. 

IO Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Thirty­
fourth session, Annexes, agenda item 10, document E/L.953. 
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Desirous of assisting African Governments individually 
and jointly in their efforts to improve the administrative 
aspects of their development programmes, 

Bearing in mind the need to Africanize the civil service 
in African countries, 

1. Requests the secretariat to use the report of the 
Seminar on Urgent Administrative Problems of African 
Governments and the summary of the discussion as a 
guide in planning regional and sub-regional activities 
relating to public administration and to draw the atten­
tion of African Governments to the useful information 
and suggestions contained in this report for improving 
public administration at the national and local levels; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to invite the Go­
vernments of member States to utilize the services of the 
Commission's regional advisers in public administration 
for short-term missions; 

3. Requests the various agencies sponsoring regional 
and sub-regional activities relating to public administra­
tion in general, or to the administration of major services 
and programmes, to concert their efforts, using the Com­
mission secretariat to the fullest extent practicable for 
the purpose; 

4. Further requests the Executive Secretary, after con­
sultation with other specialized agencies concerned and 
especially with the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, to submit to the Commission, 
at its sixth session, a plan for regional and sub-regional 
support of national efforts to improve public administra­
tion and to develop training facilities in this field, using 
existing institutions in so far as practicable for the 
purpose; 

5. Decides, with a view to facilitating the Commis­
sion's review of the plan mentioned in paragraph 4 
above and of long-term projects in public administration 
for inclusion in its work programme, to establish a 
working party on public administration, which should 
be composed mainly of African experts, and which the 
Executive Secretary shall convene in 1964 and every two 
years thereafter unless otherwise determined by the 
Commission, and that adequate financial resources be 
provided. 

92nd meeting, 
25 February 1963. 

71 (V). Pre-institute activities 

Tlze Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recalling its resolution 58 {IV) of 1 March 1962 con­
cerning the establishment of an African institute for 
economic development and planning, 

Bearing in mind the report on the first meeting of the 
Standing Committee of Direction (E/CN.14/172) and in 
particular the recommendation made in paragraph l3 of 
that report concerning the opening of the first course 
in Dakar in October 1963 and the organization of a 
specialized course in Cairo in 1963-1964 as well as of 
an introductory course in Tunis in 1963-1964, 
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Noting that the time-table of the Special Fund for the 
examination of the institute project schedules the finaliza­
tion of the project for 1963, with the help of an advisory 
mission of the Special Fund, and its submission to the 
Governing Council of the Fund by the Managing Director 
in January 1964, 

Noting with satisfaction that more than forty candidates 
have already been put forward by the Governments of 
African countries for fellowships for the course to be 
held in October 1963 at Dakar, 

Noting also with satisfaction the active preparations 
made by the Executive Secretary for pre-institute activi­
ties, as described in his report (E/CN.14/203), and also 
the efforts made by the United Nations and the specia­
lized agencies to assemble the starting team in 1963; 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to carry out the 
activities for 1963-1964 agreed upon by the Standing 
Committee of Direction in June 1962, and to draw up 
detailed programmes of study and research for the 
scholastic year 1963-1964 in close co-operation with 
the Standing Committee of Direction at its next meeting 
in 1963 and with the specialized agencies concerned, 
taking into account the conclusions of the advisory 
mission of the Special Fund; 

2. Makes an urgent appeal to the Secretary-General 
and the Executive Chairman of the Technical Assistance 
Board of the United Nations to determine the temporary 
sources of finance required by these activities, while 
awaiting the decision of the Special Fund; 

3. Decides to enlarge the Standing Committee of 
Direction by increasing the number of members from 
six to nine. 

93rd meeting, 
26 February 1963. 

72 (V). Financing of the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recalling its resolution 58 (IV) of 1 March 1962 on 
the establishment of an African institute for economic 
development and planning and in particular para­
graph 1 (c) of the operative part of this resolution 
establishing a Standing Committee of Direction, 

Noting with satisfaction the strong impetus given by 
this Committee to the preparatory work as is apparent 
from the report on the first meeting of the Committee 
(E/CN.14/172), held in June 1962 at Dakar, 

Noting furthermore that as a result of this work 
identical requests have been made to the Special Fund 
for assistance on behalf of African countries by the 
Governments of Gabon, Senegal, Somalia, Togo and 
Tunisia and that the Government of Morocco has given 
its support to these requests, 

Noting with satisfaction the statement made to the 
Governing Council of the Special Fund by the Managing 
Director of that organization in January 1963, from 
which it appears that the latter is confident that a project 



satisfying the criteria of the Special Fund could be sub­
mitted to the Governing Council in January 1964, 

Bearing in mind the regulations concerning the financ­
ing of projects by the Special Fund, amongst these: 

(a) The need to obtain counterpart funds from the 
beneficiary countries to cover, inter alia, local operating 
costs and equipment of the institute; 

(b) The need to give the Governing Council of the 
Special Fund formal assurances on the fellowship budget, 

1. Decides that the counterpart funds for the first five 
years of the institute will be paid up to a total of $1.5 mil­
lion by those African States members of the Commission 
listed in the annex to the present resolution, according 
to the following methods: 

(a) The payment of a fixed minimum contribution 
amounting to $25,000 by each of the Governments of 
countries listed in the annex below; 

(b) An additional payment varying according to the 
population of each country, so as to bring the total 
contribution of each Government up to the following 
amount: 

Countries with less than I ,500,000 inhabitants ..... . 
Countries with I ,500,000 to 8 million inhabitants ..... . 
Countries with 8 to I6 million inhabitants ........... . 
Countries with more than I6 million inhabitants ..... . 

$ 

28,500 
39,000 
67,000 

102,000 

2. Is willing to receive any contribution which the 
associate member States of the Commission, the States 
Members of the United Nations or members of the 
specialized agencies, foundations and other institutions 
interested in the institute would be prepared to make; 

3. Directs the Executive Secretary to bring the present 
resolution to the attention of all Governments and 
institutions indicated in paragraphs 1 and 2 above 
immediately upon the closing of the fifth session of the 
Commission; 

4. Urges the Governments of the countries listed in 
the annex below to undertake: 

(a) To pay to the Special Fund, according to its pro­
cedures, before 30 June 1963, the fixed minimum contribu­
tion amounting to $25,000, as indicated in paragraph 1 (a) 
above; 

(b) To pay the differences between this minimum con­
tribution and the total contribution as indicated in 
para. 1 (b) above, when the amount is confirmed by the 
Managing Director of the Special Fund; 

5. /mites the members of the Commissions listed in 
the annex below and the African associate members of 
the Commission to assume responsibility for financing 
the fellowships of the trainees whom they will send to 
the institute, at the same time expressing the hope, in 
particular in the case of the African associate members, 
that they may be assisted in this by the United Nations 
and other organizations responsible for technical assis-
tance. 

93rd meeting, 
26 February 1963 
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ANNEX 

CLASSIFICATION OF 32 STATES 

(According to population) a 

Group I: Less than 1,500,000 

Group contribution: 3.5 per cent (or, for each country: 0.5 per 
cent) 

I. Gabon 5. Central African Republic 
2. Mauritania 6. Liberia 
3. Congo (Brazzaville) 7. Togo 
4. Libya 

Group 2: Between 1.5 and 8 million 

Group contribution: 34 per cent (or, for each country: 2 per 
cent) 

8. Dahomey I7. Ivory Coast 
9. Somalia I8. Upper Volta 

IO. Burundi I9. Cameroun 
11. Sierra Leone 20. Mali 
I2. Chad 21. Tunisia 
13. Rwanda 22. Madagascar 
14. Niger 23. Uganda 
I5. Senegal 24. Ghana 
16. Guinea 

Group 3: Between 8 and 16 million 

Group contribution: 30 per cent (or, for each country: 6 per 
cent) 

25. Tanganyika 28. Sudan 
26. Algeria 29. Congo (Leopoldville) 
27. Morocco 

Group 4: Over 16 million 

Group contribution: 32.5 per cent (or, for each country, slightly 
under 1I per cent) 

30. Ethiopia 32. Nigeria 
31. United Arab Republic 

a The total contribution of each group is in proportion to the 
population of the group in 1960. Within the group the distribu­
tion is uniform. The States are classified in ascending order of 
population. 

73 (V). Message of sympathy to Libya 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Shocked by the news of the earthquake from which 
a part of Libya has suffered, 

Desirous of expressing its condolences to the families 
in the loss they have sustained by this disaster and 
deeply moved by the extent of this catastrophe, 

1. Presents the expression of its deep sympathy and 
sincere sorrow to the Government and people of Libya 
in their sufferings caused by this sad event; 

2. Requests the Chairman of the fifth session and the 
Executive Secretary to convey this resolution to His 
Majesty Mohammed Idris I. 

94th meeting, 
27 February 1963 



74 (V). Cairo Declaration of Developing Countries 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Considering that the General Assembly at its seven­
teenth session took note of the Cairo Declaration of 
Developing Countries,11 adopted in July 1962, 

Takes note of this Declaration and decides that it 
should be communicated to all member States of the 
Commission. 

96th meeting, 
28 February 1963 

75 (V). Conference of Heads of States in Addis Ababa 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Conscious of the existence of common features in the 
political, economic, social and cultural problems of the 
African and Malagasy States, 

Conscious of the efficacy of, and the need for, direct 
personal contact between Heads of States, 

Conscious also of the urgent need for unity and the 
strengthening of African solidarity, 

I. Expresses its gratitude and good wishes to the Heads 
of the African and Malagasy States for their welcome 
initiative in holding a Conference in Addis Ababa; 

2. Expresses its hope for the complete success of the 
Conference; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to convey this 
resolution to the Heads of all the African and Malagasy 
States concerned. 

96th meeting, 
28 February 1963 

76 (V). African development bank 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Determined to strengthen African solidarity by means 
of economic co-operation among African States, 

Considering the need to accelerate the development of 
the extensive human and natural resources of Africa, in 
order to stimulate economic development and social 
progress in the region, 

Realizing the importance of co-ordinating national 
plans of economic and social development for the pro­
motion of the harmonious growth of African economies 
as a whole and for the expansion of African foreign trade 
and especially, intra-African trade, 

Recognizing that the establishment of a financial 
institution common to all African countries would serve 
these ends, 

Having accepted, by its resolution 52 (IV) of I March 
1962, the principle of establishing an African develop­
ment bank, subject to further studies, investigations and 
consultations, 

11 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth 
Session, Annexes, agenda items 12, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39 and 84, docu­
ment A/5162. 
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Having constituted by the · same resolution a Com­
mittee consisting of nine of its members to conduct 
these studies, investigations and consultations, 

Bearing in mind the Executive Secretary's report 
(E/CN.l4/204 and Add.1) informing the Commission 
that the Committee of Nine has completed its assignment, 
including the preparation of a draft charter for the 
proposed African development bank, 

Noting with satisfaction that the Executive Secretary 
has convened the Conference of African Finance 
Ministers called for in resolution 52 (IV), to be held in 
June 1963, 

I. Entreats all African Governments to attach great 
importance to this project and to give serious considera­
tion to the report of the Committee of Nine (E/CN.14/ 
FMAB/1) and to the suggestions which will be made 
by the Executive Secretary at the Conference of Finance 
Ministers; 

2. Reconfirms its profound interest in the establish­
ment of an African development bank at the earliest 
possible date; 

3. Urges all Governments to participate in the Con­
ference of African Finance Ministers and to instruct 
their respective delegations to take the necessary final 
steps for the early creation of the African development 
bank, which will contribute to the economic develop­
ment and social progress of member countries, both 
individually and jointly; 

4. Invites the Committee of Nine to associate itself 
with the Executive Secretary in presenting and defend­
ing its report to the African Governments and the Con­
ference of Finance Ministers; 

5. Invites the Executive Secretary to communicate to 
all African Governments and to the Conference of 
Finance Ministers all studies, documents and resolutions 
of the Commission pertaining to the African develop­
ment bank. 

96th meeting, 
28 February 1963 

77 (V). Training of personnel 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recognizing the urgent need to accelerate the economic 
and social development of the African countries and 
considering that the establishment of industries in these 
countries is an indispensable condition for their 
development, 

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 1824 
(XVII) dated 18 December 1962 on the role of the United 
Nations in training national technical personnel for the 
accelerated industrialization of the developing countries, 

Recognizing that the training of national technical 
personnel should be carried out mainly within the 
developing countries, 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to make enquiries 
among member States to ascertain their needs in tech­
nical personnel, establishments and other facilities for 
training at every level; 



2. Invites the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To submit to the Commission at its sixth session, 
with the participation of the Executive Chairman of the 
Technical Assistance Board, the Commissioner for Tech­
nical Assistance and the specialized agencies, and in 
agreement with the Governments of the countries of 
Africa, a report on the training facilities and training 
requirements for national technical personnel in the coun­
tries of the region; 

(b) To inform the appropriate departments of the 
United Nations, including the Bureau of Technical 
Assistance Operations, the specialized agencies (ILO, 
FAO, UNESCO, WHO, ITU, WMO) and also the 
Technical Assistance Board, and to request them to 
increase to the greatest extent possible the aid given to 
these countries for the purposes of training, taking into 
consideration the special needs of African countries con­
cerning national personnel. 

96th meeting, 
28 February 1963 

78 (V). Desert locust 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Conscious of the seriousness of the invasions of the 
north African area by the desert locust and of the 
resultant destruction of crops, 

Considering the urgency of making the locust eradica­
tion campaign more effective and less costly, in order 
to prevent the recurrence of invasions on a disastrous 
scale, 

Noting with satisfaction both the desert locust project 
of the Special Fund and the existence of the two desert 
locust control organizations in east and west Africa, 
and the advantages which such organizations present for 
the study of concerted international action in the areas 
subject to locust infestation, 

I. Invites the Executive Secretary to approach the 
Food and Agriculture Organization, which is responsible 
for carrying out the regional project of the Special Fund 
relating to the desert locust, with a view to the estab­
lishment of an organization to carry on an anti-locust 
campaign and research work in north Africa; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the 
Commission at its sixth session. 

97th meeting, 
I March 1963 

79 (V). United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development 

Tire Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recalling its resolutions 8 (II) of 2 February 1960, 
25 (III) and 28 (III) of 15 February 1961 and 31 (III) of 
17 February 1961, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 1707 
(XVI) and 1785 (XVII) of 19 December 1961 and 8 De­
cember 1962, and Economic and Social Council resolu­
tion 917 (XXXIV) dated 3 August 1962, 

Having considered the first report of the Preparatory 
Committee of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development and the annexes thereto,l2 

Having considered in particular the work programme 
of the Commission relating to problems of trade, 

Convinced that accelerated economic development of 
the developing countries depends largely on a substantial 
increase in their share in international trade and on their 
ability to secure steady and equitable returns for their 
exports of primary and semi-manufactured goods, 

Bearing in mind that, owing to its extreme dependence 
on foreign trade and on a much narrower range of 
commodities, Africa, more than any other region of the 
developing world, remains acutely affected by the adverse 
operation of the terms of trade and is likewise more 
exposed to the short-term fluctuations of export earnings, 

Mindful of the need to eliminate obstacles, restrictions 
and discriminatory practices in world trade, which in 
particular affect adversely the necessary expansion and 
diversification of the exports of primary commodities 
and of semi-manufactured and manufactured goods by 
the developing countries, 

1. Welcomes as most timely the decision of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council and the General Assembly 
to convene a United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, not later than early 1964, 

2. Expresses the hope that the United Nations Con­
ference on Trade and Development will, among other 
things, recommend: 

(a) That the gains derived by developing countries 
from international trade, particularly their foreign 
exchange resources, should expand at a rate commensu­
rate with their development needs and, in any event, 
at a rate not less than the rate of growth of developed 
countries; 

(b) That a principle of price parity in world trade 
should be formally adopted along the same lines as the 
price support programmes which many of the indus­
trialized countries have in their domestic economics; 

3. Calls upon all African Governments, in view of 
the importance of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, to follow closely the prepara­
tory work and to assist the Secretary-General of the 
Conference by submitting, for usc by the Conference, 
relevant studies and information papers; 

4. Calls upon the secretariat of the Commission to 
assist, on a priority basis, in the preparation and elabora­
tion of studies and documentation relating to African 
trade problems; 

5. Recommends that the secretariat of the Commis­
sion be allowed to make all necessary changes and 
further reorient its work programme relating to trade, 
so as to meet any exigencies that might arise as the 
result of the recommendations of the Preparatory Com­
mittee of the Conference, in particular with regard to 
any time-table for the submission of studies; 

12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Thirty­
fifth session, Annexes, agenda item 6, document E/3720. 
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6. Recommends in particular, in addition to the work 
programme on trade already recommended, that the 
secretariat should undertake the following studies for 
submission to the Conference: 

(a) A projection of the trade needs of the African 
countries, within the context of the United Nations 
Development Decade; 

(b) A study of the implications of the commodity by 
commodity approach to the stabilization of primary 
commodities in African economies, as opposed to the 
multi-commodity approach. 

80 (V). Planning 

97th meeting, 
1 March 1963 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Conscious that planning is above all a political act, 
at least in its final purpose, 

Considering that such planning, if it is to be effective, 
requires the fulfilment of a certain number of prerequisite 
conditions, 

Noting with great satisfaction the secretariat's plan for 
a meeting of African experts on planning, 

I. Requests the secretariat to include among the first 
items on the agenda of the meeting a complete and 
objective study of the following matters: 

(a) Compulsory or flexible, centralized or decentra­
lized planning; 

(b) Design and proper interrelationships of planning 
and development institutions with a view to the proper 
integration of the budgeting, planning and execution of 
development projects; 

(c) Design and establishment of consultative and ad­
visory bodies for co-ordinated planning at sub-regional 
and regional levels; 

(d) Suitable areas and projects for co-ordinated and 
integrated planning at sub-regional and regional levels; 

(c) Elements of choice in priorities; 

(f) Integration or association of manpower; 

(g) Methods of mobilization of the masses and social 
re-arrangement; 

(/z) Possibilities of financing programmes with the 
individual resources of each country; 

2. Asks the secretariat to take all useful measures to 
ensure the success of the meeting, bringing in inter­
national experts acting in their own right and providing 
for a wide distribution of the conclusions resulting from 
the study of the above-mentioned points. 

97th meeting, 
1 March 1963 
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81 (V). Representation of Africa in the Economic and 
Social Council 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Considering the great number of independent African 
States admitted to the United Nations in the past three 
years, 

Considering further that the practice which has evolved 
in the United Nations for election to the principal 
organs, particularly to the Economic and Social Council, 
does not take into account this increased membership 
of African States, 

Bearing in mind the General Assembly Declaration on 
the granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples,13 which will result in an increase in the number 
of African States, 

1. Requests the Economic and Social Council to recom­
mend to the General Assembly that it ensure the rapid 
application of the General Assembly Declaration on the 
granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples in the African continent and islands, in order 
to enable African States to play their full part in the 
work of the Council; 

2. Recommends the Council to propose to the General 
Assembly that all measures be taken to ensure adequate 
representation of Africa in the Council on the basis of 
equitable geographical distribution. 

97th meeting, 
1 March 1963 

82 (V). Development of education 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Noting with satisfaction the decisions taken at the 
Conference of Ministers of Education of the African 
countries participating in the application of the Addis 
Ababa plan 14 and the measures adopted by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza­
tion with a view to the development of education in 
Africa, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1832 (XVII), of 
18 December 1962, 

Noting the additional financial requirements disclosed 
at the Conference of Ministers of Education of the 
African countries for the development of education in 
Africa, 

I. Invites the States members and associate members 
of the Commission to pursue vigorously the planned 
development of education and in particular to integrate 
programmes of education into over-all plans for eco­
nomic and social development; 

2. Invites the States members and associate members 
of the Commission to appropriate, as from the year 
1965, four per cent of the total national income for 

13 See resolution 1514 (XV), dated 14 December 1960, of the 
General Assembly. 

14 Plan adopted by the Conference of African States on the 
Development of Education in Africa, held at Addis Ababa in 
1961. Transmitted to the members of the Economic and Social 
Council by a note of the Secretary-General (E/3498/Add.3). 



expenditure on education in accordance with the pro­
visions of the Addis Ababa plan; 

3. Expresses the hope that the appeal made by the 
United Nations to its States Members and to the members 
of the specialized agencies will make it possible to fulfil 
these additional financial requirements; 

4. Notes with satisfaction that the ministers of educa­
tion of the African countries have set up a permanent 
conference of those responsible for the education of the 
countries participating in the carrying out of the Addis 
Ababa plan; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary, in accordance 
with article 19 of the rules of the above-mentioned 
Conference, to continue to collaborate with the Director 
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization. 

98th meeting, 
I March I963 

83 (V). Decentralization of United Nations activities 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 
Recalling its resolution 50 (IV) of 28 February 1962, 
Noting the report of the Executive Secretary on the 

steps taken to implement this resolution (E/CN.l4/227), 
1. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolu­

tion 879 (XXXIV) of 6 July 1962 and General Assembly 
resolution 1823 (XVII) of 18 December 1962, reaffirm­
ing the policy of decentralization and requesting that 
further steps be taken to implement it; 

2. Expresses its gratification that the Secretary-General 
will continue to convene meetings of the Executive 
Secretaries of the regional economic commissions; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the establishment of a Tech­
nical Assistance Co-ordination Unit within the Office of 
the Executive Secretary, which will enable the secretariat 
of the Commission gradually to become the central point 
for the planning and execution of technical assistance 
projects in Africa; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available 
to the Commission at its sixth session copies of the 
reports requested by the General Assembly in operative 
paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of its resolution 1823 (XVII) 
and to submit a report on the increased participation of 
the secretariat in the technical assistance activities of 
the United Nations. 

98th meeting, 
I March I963 

84 (V). Attendance of Portugal and South Africa at 
United Nations meetings in Africa 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 
Aware of General Assembly resolution 566 (VI) of 

18 January 1952, and in particular the first preambular 
paragraph in which the Assembly noted the Secretary­
General's proposal concerning the use of the United 
Nations to promote by peaceful means the programme 
of dependent peoples to a position of equality with 
States Members of the United Nations, 
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Taking note of operative paragraph 2 of General 
Assembly resolution 1466 (XIV) of 12 December 1959 
which specifically requests all Member States administer­
ing Non-Self-Governing Territories in Africa to propose 
the participation of those territories in the work of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recalling its resolution 5 (II) of 28 January 1960, 
concerning the admission of new associate members, and 
its resolutions 24 (III) and 42 (IV) of 16 February 1961 
and 24 February 1962, urging all Member States to 
apply the relevant provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 1466 (XIV), 

Noting with regret that certain Non-Self-Governing 
African Territories are not yet represented in the Com­
mission as associate members, 

Considering the report of the Executive Secretary 
(E/CN.l4/178 and Add.l) under the terms of reference 
given him by resolution 42 (IV) that certain Member 
States including Portugal and the Republic of South 
Africa have not yet complied with the provisions of this 
resolution, 

Satisfied that, of all the Member States responsible 
for Non-Self-Governing or Trust Territories in Africa, 
only Portugal and the Republic of South Africa have 
still refused to comply with the provisions of Commis­
sion resolutions 42 (IV) and 24 (Ill), 

Bearing in mind also that South Africa has still not set 
a term to its policy of racial discriminatory practices, 

Noting with regret that, at its resumed thirty-fourth 
session, the Economic and Social Council did not see 
fit to approve the recommendation of the Commission 
to the effect that the Republic of South Africa and 
Portugal should be deprived of their membership of the 
Commission, 

Having considered the results of the voting on resolu­
tions 42 (IV) and 44 (IV) submitted by the Commission 
for adoption by the Council and taking into considera­
tion that they were rejected by only a small majority, 

1. Recalls its resolutions 68 (V) and 69 (V); 

2. Invites all African States members of the Commis­
sion to take into consideration the policies of the Gov­
ernments of South Africa and Portugal when granting 
to representatives of those two countries visas or entry 
permits for the purpose of enabling them to participate 
in the conferences and meetin!!:s of the Commission or 
of the specialized agencies, wl;ich may be organized in 
any African State member of the Commission. 

85 (V). Disarmament 

98th meeting, 
I March I963 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Taking into consideration the General Assembly De­
claration on the conversion to peaceful needs of the 
resources released by disarmament,15 and General 

IS Sec Official Records of tlze General Assembly, Seventeenth 
Session, Annexes, agenda items 33 and 94, document A/5361. 



Assembly resolution 1837 (XVII), dated 18 December 
1962, on the subject, 

Recognizing the basic need of the African countries 
for further financing for economic development, 

Taking into account that disarmament, complete or 
partial, would release States and peoples from the heavy 
burden of military expenditures and allow additional 
sums to be devoted annually to the vital needs of mankind, 
and of the African peoples in particular, in economic 
development, 

Solemnly urges all Governments of States members of 
the Commission to multiply their efforts to achieve 
general and complete disarmament in the very near 
future. 

95th meeting, 
28 February 1963 

86 (V). African common market 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Having considered the report of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade on its first session (E/CN.l4/174 and 
Corr.l and Add. I and 2) and the report of the Working 
Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee on 
Industry and Natural Resources (E/CN.l4/192 and Corr.l 
and Add.l), 

Noting the unanimity of opinion among African Gov­
ernments on the need for an African common market, 

Considering however that such a common market 
cannot be established until numerous detailed arrange­
ments for customs, differing monetary systems, finance, 
transport, legislation and other relevant matters have 
been made, 

Recognizing the need for further work by the secre­
tariat on the promotion of sub-regional trade, in par­
ticular of the products particularly mentioned by the 
Standing Committee on Trade and in the report of the 
Working Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee 
on Industry and Natural Resources, 

I. Requests the Executive Secretary to undertake 
intensive studies on the major problems of an African 
common market, having particular regard to the balanced 
integration of economic development in the various 
African countries, and at the same time to submit to 
African Governments a preliminary paper on the solu­
tion of such problems, for the possible guidance of the 
Conference of Heads of States and Governments of the 
African countries to take place in May 1963; 

2. Further requests the Executive Secretary to lend the 
support of all the technical facilities of the secretariat 
to whatever body African Governments might set up 
to examine the question of an African common market; 

3. Calls upon all the African Governments to lend 
their fullest support to this work, so that an African 
common market may be realized in the shortest possible 
time. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 
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87 (V). A study of the possibilities of establishing a 
clearing system within a payments union between 
the African countries 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Recognizing the existence in Africa of different mone­
tary zones and payments systems, 

Bearing in mind the need for workable arrangements 
among these monetary zones and payments systems to 
promote intra-African trade, 

Requests the Executive Secretary to undertake a study 
of the possibilities of establishing a clearing system 
within a payments union between the African countries 
and to submit the study to the Commission at its seventh 
session. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 

88 (V). Recommendation on social welfare and community 
development 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Considering the importance of including social welfare 
services within the framework of national development 
plans, 

Recognizing the need for professional workers having 
qualifications which meet accepted standards, 

Recognizing also the need for training in these fields, 

Considering the importance of applying the results of 
social research in African countries, 

Having regard to the problems of youth in rural areas, 

Taking into account the necessity for suitable organiza­
tional arrangements in the secretariat, 

1. Draws the attention of Governments to the need: 

(a) To plan social welfare programmes within the 
framework of national development plans and to deter­
mine priorities in relation to financial resources available; 

(b) To establish and maintain suitable professional 
standards for workers in these fields through national 
organizations for community development and social 
welfare and through professional associations; 

(c) To develop, in collaboration with the secretariat 
and appropriate specialized agencies, national seminars, 
workshops and conferences for the training of workers 
in these fields; 

2. Requests the Standing Committee on Social Welfare 
and Community Development to consider the following 
questions at its next meeting: 

(a) The financing of social services; 
(b) Priorities in social service activities; 
(c) Equitable distribution of social services within each 

country; 
(d) The role of social services in housing development; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary: 

(a) To undertake studies of the planning and financing, 
priorities and equitable distribution of social services, 



and include such studies in the agenda of the Standing 
Committee on Social Welfare and Community Develop­
ment; 

(b) To assist Governments in the formation of national 
councils of community development and social welfare; 

(c) To study and propose professional standards for 
workers in these fields; 

(d) In collaboration with specialized agencies, to 
organize training courses, seminars, workshops and 
study tours in the light of specific proposals made in 
annex IV of the report of the Standing Committee on 
Social Welfare and Community Development (E/CN.l4/ 
187 and Add. I) ; 

(e) To convene a high level meeting of approximately 
ten specialists to relate social research to practical prob­
lems, to report upon the proper relationship between 
university research and research undertaken by other 
bodies into the differing conditions of African countries 
and to advise on assistance programmes needed for the 
publication of research papers concerning economic and 
social problems; 

(f) To collaborate with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations in considering the 
problems of youth in rural areas at the proposed African 
meeting on rural life in Africa in 1964; 

(g) To approach Governments with a view to appoint­
ing one or more correspondents in each country for the 
clearing house for social welfare and community develop­
ment. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 

89 (V). Study of the World Meteorological Organization 
on the locust eradication campaign 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Conscious of the increasing need to apply meteoro­
logical science for the promotion of the economic 
development of Africa, 

Recalling the recommendation of the Regional Associa­
tion for Africa of the World Meteorological Organiza­
tion (WMO) that a regional office of the organization 
be established in Africa, 

Noting with appreciation the ever-increasing technical 
assistance given by WMO to the continent of Africa, both 
on a national and on a regional plane, 

Noting in particular the WMO studies in connexion 
with the locust eradication campaign and its intention 
to hold a study cycle on this subject during the current 
year, 

1. l!n·itcs the Executive Secretary to convey to the 
WMO its support of the proposal for the establishment 
of a regional office and its desire to receive further 
assistance; 

2. Urges the governments of the States members of 
the Commission directly interested in the locust eradica­
tion campaign to convey immediately to WMO their 
requests for the organization of a study cycle on the 
meteorological aspects of the problem. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 

90 (V). Commendation of the secretariat 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Considering the magnitude of the contribution of the 
secretariat of the Commission to the arrangement of 
the fifth session of the Commission held in the Republic 
of the Congo (Leopoldville), 

Noting the small complement of staff by whom the 
work of the fifth session was handled efficiently and 
expeditiously, 

Realizing the tremendous demands made on staff 
members , both in time and energy, in order to facilitate 
the work of the Conference and to ensure the successful 
outcome of the deliberations of the fifth session, 

Commends the Executive Secretary and the staff of 
the secretariat for their loyalty and devotion to duty 
in the cause of the economic and social progress of 
Africa. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 
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91 (V). Commendation of officials of the fourth and 
fifth sessions 

The Economic Commission for Africa, 

Conscious of the heavy duties assumed by the Chair­
man and Vice-Chairmen in leading and guiding the 
deliberations of the plenary session, of the similar 
responsibilities of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of 
the Economic and Social Committees and of the Rap­
porteurs of the Drafting Committees, 

Noting with satisfaction the manner in which, with 
dignity and skill, these officials of the Commission have 
discharged their responsibilities for the clllcient dispatch 
of the business of the Commission at the fifth session , 

I. Commends the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of 
the Commission and the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen 
of the Economic Committee :md of the Social Committee 
for their work at the fifth session of the Commission; 

2. Expresses also its thanks to the Chairman, Vice­
Chairmen and Rapporteurs of the fourth session of the 
Commission for their distinguished services. 

99th meeting, 
2 March 1963 



PART IV 

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

I 

The Economic and Social Council, 

I. Takes note of the annual report of the Economic 
Commission for Africa for the period 4 March I962 
to 2 March I963 and the recommendations and resolu­
tions contained in parts II and III of that report; 

2. Endorses the programme of work and priorities 
contained in the report. 

II 

The Economic and Social Council, 

I. Reconsiders its decision 16 on the recommendation 
of the Economic Commission for Africa in respect of 
the membership of Portugal and South Africa in the 
Commission; 17 

2. Decides to transmit the views and the recommenda­
tion of the Commission to the General Assembly. 

16 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Resumed Thirty-fourth session, 1239th meeting. 

17 See E/3586, part III, resolutions 42 (IV) and 44 (IV), and 
ibid., part IV, draft resolutions Ill and IV. 

III 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Ratifies the provisions of resolution 42 (IV) of the 
Economic Commission for Africa which concern the 
Non-Self-Governing African countries and those con­
cerning the status of France and the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland while modifying 
the provisions in respect of Spain, to accord that country 
similar treatment to that of France and the United 
Kingdom. 

IV 

The Economic and Social Council, 

1. Recommends the General Assembly to ensure the 
rapid application of its Declaration on the granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples (resolu­
tion I5I4 (XV)) to peoples and territories of the African 
continent and islands, in order to enable African States 
to play a full role in the work of the Economic and 
Social Council; 

2. Proposes to the General Assembly that aU measures 
be taken to ensure adequate representation of Africa in 
the Council on the basis of equitable geographical 
distribution. 

PART V 

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR 1963-1964 

A. Observations on the programme of work and priorities 

306. The Commission had before it the Programme 
of Work and Priorities for I963-I964 proposed by the 
Executive Secretary (E/CN.I4/230 and Add.I and Corr.I, 
2 and 3) and the report of the Committee on the Pro­
gramme of Work and Priorities (E/CN.l4/23I). 

307. The Executive Secretary drew the attention of 
the Commission to the fact that the programme of 
work and priorities for 1963-1964 was presented in con­
formity with the general pattern of the re-organization 
of the administrative structure of the secretariat, as 
outlined in part I of this report. These structural changes, 
together with re-formulation and expansion of work on 
individual projects and the addition of many projects, 
particularly in the Division of Industry, Transport and 
Natural Resources and in the Public Administration 
Unit, have necessarily resulted in considerable change 
in the layout and numbering of the programme of work 
and priorities for I963-64 compared with the programme 
for I962-63. 

308. Following the establishment of the Public Admi­
nistration Unit and in accordance with the conclusions 
and recommendations of the Seminar on Urgent Admi-
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nistrative Problems of African Governments (E/CN.l4/ 
I80), a comprehensive programme concerning public 
administration is for the first time included in the pro­
gramme of work and priorities. It is expected that this 
programme will develop progressively as requests are 
received from countries and as more information becomes 
available. The suggested survey of training institutions, 
for example, should result in concrete proposals for the 
establishment of training facilities (national, sub-regional 
or regional) where none now exist or where improvement 
to or enlargement of existing facilities should be made. 
The execution and evaluation of this programme and the 
elaboration of future programmes would be greatly facili­
tated if shorter and more permanent lines of communica­
tion were to be established between African Governments 
and the Commission secretariat. It would then be possible 
to receive from the African governments information 
on policies, objectives, needs and plans and also assess­
ments concerning the execution of the programme. 

309. The Public Administration Unit has been created 
as part of the Office of the Executive Secretary, which is 
now functioning with funds and personnel provided 
under the regular programme of United Nations tech­
nical assistance (General Assembly resolution 723 (VIII)). 



This arrangement has met the needs of the initial stages 
of the public administration function within the Commis­
sion and has greatly facilitated the integration process. 
Consideration will be given, however, to the consolida­
tion of this new function by absorbing as soon as possible 
into the Commission secretariat some of the financial 
and staffing responsibilities, so as to bring the administra­
tion of this function into line with others of the 
Commission. 

310. The projects included under the heading "Eco­
nomic and Social Development " concern, in general, 
the analyses of the major aspects of development prob­
lems and policies, both economic and social. Special 
attention is being given to the close relationship existing 
between economic and social problems. An integrated 
approach has therefore been adopted in order to avoid 
as far as possible the dichotomy which easily arises in 
dealing with these problems; the emphasis is therefore 
placed on planned development. These projects in fact 
centre on stock-taking, assessment and the comparative 
analysis of: 

(a) African development plans; 

(b) Comprehensive planning; 

(c) Methodology and techniques of planning under 
African conditions; 

(d) Long-term projections; 

(e) Studies on demographic problems and legal and 
social aspects of development; and 

(f) Dissemination of the results of these studies. 

In addition, meetings on development planning and 
policies are envisaged; in particular, a working group of 
experts, which is expected to meet in the autumn of 1963 
to consider the integration of the social sectors in the 
programmes and projects of comprehensive development 
plans. Incorporated into these projects will be studies 
dealing with social barriers and with incentives to develop­
ment, together with problems consequent upon economic 
growth. The work programme further includes activities 
in community development and social welfare. 

311. As was mentioned in last year's report (E/3586, 
para. 303), the Executive Secretary has for some time 
been contemplating an economic survey of Africa. As 
a result of the increase in the staff of the secretariat, 
this project can now be carried out in time for the 
results to be submitted to the Commission at its seventh 
session. Preliminary work has begun and it is expected 
that the survey, as a comprehensive study of the various 
economic aspects of Africa, will incorporate some of 
the other projects listed in the programme of work, 
notably those on inflation and savings and at least some 
parts of the project on public finance. 

312. In drawing up the programme of work for trade, 
the Executive Secretary was guided by the preparations 
for the United Nations Conference on Trade and De­
velopment, scheduled to take place early in 1964. 
Although he did not find it necessary to reduce the 
programme of work as planned before the decision of 
the General Assembly to convene this Conference, it 
must be understood that special emphasis will have to 

be placed upon projects directly connected with the 
Conference. It has also been necessary to add new 
projects, as part of the documentation prepared for the 
Conference, and others have therefore had to be post­
poned until 1964. It is hoped, however, that the 
preparatory work will begin in 1963 for those projects 
as well. It will furthermore be noted that the projects 
concerning the impact of western European economic 
groupings on Africa and on the commercial and fiscal 
policies of developed countries as far as they affect 
African exports of manufactures and semi-manufactures, 
include reference to possible co-operation with the other 
regional commissions and with the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs at Headquarters. This is a 
procedure which is considered highly desirable in order 
to present complete and comprehensive reports to the 
Conference on these two subjects, both of which are 
of the utmost importance for African trade and 
development. 

313. The work programme of the ECA/FAO Joint 
Agriculture Division is based on a few main projects 
dealing broadly with agricultural information, planning 
of agricultural development, marketing and consump­
tion, and direct assistance to governments. The pro­
gramme is co-ordinated with the much larger FAO 
programme in Africa which deals with a. wide range of 
technical agricultural matters. Emphasis is being placed 
on policy and organizational questions in the economic 
field, rather than on broad analytical studies. Primarily 
technical agricultural matters are avoided. Attention has 
therefore been devoted to agricultural planning as a 
part of general economic planning, to price policies, 
agricultural credit, land policies, the economics of irriga­
tion, the role of nutrition in agricultural development and 
other similar problems of direct concern to governments. 

314. The regional economic commissions are required 
by decisions of the General Assembly and the Economic 
and Social Council to give priority to the major projects 
falling within the programme of the United Nations 
Development Decade. In implementing the work pro­
gramme, the Executive Secretary will be guided by these 
priorities. 
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315. As the Executive Secretary has stated in his 
observations on the programme of work and priorities 
in previous years, he should have a certain latitude to 
enable him to make adjustments in the work programme 
after the Commission has approved it. This is particularly 
necessary now that so many African countries have 
recently attained independence: the secretariat should 
be in a position to come to their aid, either by investigat­
ing their immediate problems or by giving them technical 
advice. In addition, unexpected calls on the services of 
the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa 
may require the Executive Secretary to postpone action 
on some projects. 

316. The Commission adopted the Committee's report 
(E/CN.l4/231) without amendments. As a result of re­
solutions 70 (V), 77 (V), 79 (V), 80 (V), 86 (V), 87 (V) 
and 88 (V), certain revisions were made to the work 
programme. The programme of work and priorities for 
1963-1964, as adopted and revised, is set out below. 



B. Annotated List of Projects for 1963-196418 

I. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

01. General aspects of development planning and policies 19 

GROUP I. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

01-01 Review, analysis and dissemination of information on African 
development plans 

Origin: Report of the third session. 

Description: 

Stock-taking, assessment and comparative analyses of 
development plans prepared by African countries with 
reference to national as well as to sub-regional and regional 
aspects; technical and policy aspects of planning and pro­
gramming in African countries, including techniques of 
implementing plans. 

Comment: 

This project will be carried out in co-operation with the 
central planning agencies of African governments, which 
are being requested to assist the ECA secretariat in develop­
ing a central service for the dissemination of information 
on development planning activities in African countries. 

01-02 Analysis of selected major development problems and policies 
in Africa 

Origin: Reports of the third and fifth sessions; Com­
mission resolution 80 (V). 

Description: 

(a) Concrete propos3ls concerning the co-ordination of 
development plans to be presented to the sixth session of 
the Commission; 

(b) lntegmtion of social sectors into programmes and 
projects in comprehensive development plans, including the 
determination of social standards and objectives in develop­
ment planning, criteria for determining allocations to social 
sectors, as well as financial and administrative problems in 
this field; 

(c) Over-all strategy of development in African condi­
tions including creation of poles de d<;l'cloppcment, regional 
planning within the countries, urban and rural develop­
ment and co-operation among African countries; 

(d) Aims and objectives concerning levels and distribution 
of income, employment, manpower, investment, consumption 
and balance of payments. 

Comment: 

To be carried out during 1963-64 in co-operation with 
specialized agencies. 

01-03 !lfethodology and techniques of planning and programming 

Origin: Report of the third session; General Assembly 
resolution 1708 (XVI), and resolution 924 (XXXIV) of the 
Economic and Social Council. 

18 The projects have been re-numbered in order to improve 
the presentation. 

19 The projects included under this heading will be carried out 
in conjunction with one another as well as with projects dealing 
with sectoral or special aspects of development included elsewhere 
in the work programme. 
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Description: 

Research in methodology and techniques of planning and 
programming applicable under African conditions, to be 
carried out in co-operation with the Economic Projections 
and Programming Centre at Headquarters and with other 
regional economic commissions. Topics to be covered in­
clude the adaptation of over-all models of growth for planning 
in African countries, capital output ratios and related 
subjects, income elasticity of consumption, the applicability 
of input-output analyses to African economies, investment 
criteria and methods of international co-ordination of 
development planning. 

Comment: 

It is intended to prepare a study on the applicability of 
input-output analyses in 1963. It is further intended to 
prepare a sample manual on economic planning to assist 
African economic planners. 

01-04 Projections for Africa 

Origin: Report of the third session; General Assembly 
resolution 1708 (XVI) and resolution 924 (XXXIV) of the 
Economic and Social Council; Commission resolution 79 (V). 

Description: 

Projections for African countries or groups of countries 
as well as for the continent as a whole, to be undertaken 
within the framework of the United Nations programme for 
projections carried out by the Economic Projections and 
Programming Centre at Headquarters in co-operation with 
the regional economic commissions. 

Comment: 

(a) Experimental work in 1963, to be followed by a first 
set of projections based on an aggregate model of growth 
in 1964; 

(b) A projection of the trade needs of African countries, 
within the context of the United Nations Decade of De­
velopment, to be submitted to the United Nations Con­
ference on Trade and Development. 

01-05 Studies on demographic levels, trends and projections 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 62; report of 
the Seminar on Population Problems in Africa (E/CN. 
14/186). 

Description: 

Studies of demographic structure and trends at the regional, 
sub-regional and national levels to provide bas ic information 
useful for planning of economic and social development. 

(a) Studies on the over-all demographic situation as 
revealed by data secured and evaluated from the recent 
population censuses, sample surveys and vital statistics 
registration, with special emphasis on the relationship 
between demographic variables such as fertility, mortality, 
migration (and urbanization) and economic and social 
factors; studies on the demographic aspects of manpower, 
internal migration, urbanization, morbidity, etc.; 

(b) Projection of national population and their segments 
(rural-urban population, school-age population, man­
power, etc.); 

(c) Studies on the demographic, manpower and social 
aspects of African development plans; 

(d) Preparation of a statement of general principles for 
organization, choice of subjects, and priorities, for national 
programmes of demographic research, as aids to develop-



ment planning and policy-making, suitable to the condi­
tion of African countries; advisory services to governments 
in such research; 

(e) Regional contributions to demographic research pro­
jects undertaken at Headquarters at the request of the 
Population Commission. 

Comment: 

This project will be carried out in conjunction with the 
consolidation and analysis of demographic data, to be pub­
lished in the form of a handbook (project 41-06). Results 
of censuses carried out recently under the world population 
census programme and of the demographic sample surveys 
and experimental studies initiated in a number of countries 
will become increasingly available in 1963-64. In selecting 
research topics, account will be taken of the recommenda­
tions made by the Seminar on Population Problems in Africa 
(E/CN.I4/186) and of the results of censuses. Areas of 
studies shared with specialized agencies to be undertaken 
after prior consultation, and participation in the work of 
the specialized agencies in areas of common studies to be 
simultaneously encouraged. 

01-06 Economic and social consequences of racial discriminatory 
practices 

Origin: Commission resolutions 26 (III) and 44 (IV). 

Description: 

(a) Sub-regional studies of the economic and social con­
sequences of racial discriminatory practices on the mobiliza­
tion of all available resources for the balanced economic 
development of African countries and territories; 

(b) Detailed studies in such crucial areas as human 
investment, rate of growth, size of internal markets and 
growth of domestic industries, patterns of industrialization, 
government expenditure and social security measures; 

Comment: 

(a) A report covering seven countries (E/CN. I4/132) was 
submitted to the fourth session of the Commission. 

(b) A study of government expenditure and racial discri­
mination (E/CN.I4/ 189) was submitted to the Commission 
at its fifth session. 

01-07 Lef{al and lef{islatil·e aspects of economic and social del'elop­
me~rt 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission. 

Description: 

Studies of law and legislation in African countries and 
territories bearing on aspects of economic and social develop­
ment and assistance to governments at their request in 
adjusting such legislation to the needs of an expanding 
economy. 

Comment: 

Studies to be carried out in conjunction with project 21-12 
which will be undertaken with regard to legislation for the 
encouragement of industrial development. 

01-08 !lfeetings on development planning and policies 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 61; Commission 
resolution 80 (V). 

Description: 

(a) A meeting of African experts on planning in 1964 
with an agenda as suggested in resolution 80 (V). 
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(b) Working groups of experts on selected topics in 
accordance with the recommendations made by the working 
party on economic and social development in January 1962 
(see E/CN.I4/127); a programme for sub-regional or regional 
meetings of government representatives will be developed 
later. 

Comment: 

A working group of experts will be convened in the fall 
of 1963, in conjunction with the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs at Headquarters and with the collabora­
tion of the specialized agencies, to consider problems in­
cluded under project 01-02 (b). Other working groups may 
be convened in 1964 on projection (project 01-04) and on 
planning techniques (project 01-03). The papers prepared 
by these working groups together with a study of develop­
ment problems in Africa would be submitted to the meeting 
of African experts on planning in 1964. 

01-09 Advisory services and co-operation in technical assistance 
activities 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 61. 

Description: 

Provision of advisory services to governments at their 
request on technical problems of development planning, 
including its organizational aspects; co-operation in United 
Nations technical assistance activities, including formula­
tion of job descriptions, selection and maintenance of 
contacts with experts in this field. 

Comment: 

This project will be carried out by the Commission secreta­
riat assisted by consultants and regional pla nning advisers 
attached to it and in co-operation with the Department of 
Economic and Social Affa irs at Headquarters. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IIIGH PRIORITY 

01-10 Derelopmcnt banks 

Origin: Report of the third session; Commission resolu­
tion 27 (III). 

Description: 

(a) Work contingent on the proposed establishment of an 
African development bank; 

(b) A study of the contribution which national develop­
ment banks could make towards the promotion of economic 
development in African countries and territories, including 
assessment of requirements for advice and technical assis­
tance in this field, to be undertaken in co-operation with 
JBRD and to be followed by the provision of advisory 
services to governments at their request. 

Comment: 

In 1961-1962 work was concentrated on the examination 
of the possibility of establishing an African development 
bank and it was not possible to carry out any studies in 
conncxion with national development banks. The question 
of establishing an African development bank has not been 
settled yet and it is possible that again work may be con­
centrated on this matter. 

01-11 Budget workshop 

Origin: Report of the First Workshop (E/CN.14/117), 
report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative Problems 
of African Governments (E/CN. l4/180). 



Description: 

A second workshop on problems of budget reclassifica­
tion and management, with emphasis on the relationships 
between annual budgeting and development planning; to 
be conducted in co-operation with the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs at Headquarters. 

Comment: 

This second workshop will be conducted in 1964 either 
for Africa or on an inter-regional level, in co-operation 
also with the other regional economic commissions; project 
to be carried out in conjunction with project 51-10. 

02. Social trends, problems and policies 

GROUP I. CONTINUING PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

02-01 Analysis of trends in the social situation 

Origin : Report of the first session, para. 61; Commission 
resolution 18 (ll); reports of the third and fourth sessions. 

Description: 

(a) Trends in levels of living, health, education, labour, etc.; 

(b) Studies of changes in social structure, including the 
formation of new social groups, social mobility, changing 
role of women, etc.; 

(c) Studies of social implications of educational pro­
grammes and the educational implications of the socio­
economic revolution taking place; 

(d) Transition from traditional to modern social security 
systems. 

Comment: 

To be carried out as appropriate in co-operation with 
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs at Head­
quarters and the specialized agencies. Studies under (a) and 
(b) will be carried out in 1963-64; activities under (c) and (d) 
to be discussed with the specialized agencies concerned. 

02-02 lnccntircs to economic and social change 

Origin: Report of the first and fifth sessions; Commission 
resolutions 18 (II) and 88 (V); reports on the third and 
fourth sessions. 

Description: 

(a) Values and institutional structures conducive to 
economic growth as well as socio-economic requirements 
prior to the launching and implementation of development 
plans; 

(b) To organize a high-level meeting of specialists to 
rebte social research to practical problems, to report upon 
the proper relation of university research to that undertaken 
by other bodies in various conditions'in Africa and to advise 
on assistance programmes needed 'to publish results of 
research concerning social and economic development and 
problems; 

(c) To collaborate with FAO in considering the problems 
of youth in rural areas in the proposed meeting on rural 
life in Africa. 

Comment: 

(a) Preliminary study to be prepared in 1962, indicating 
areas of research. Recommendations were made by the 
Working Party on Economic and Social Development which 
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met in Addis Ababa in January 1962 that research on motiva­
tional and institutional factors related to development should 
receive more attention; 

(b) Both meetings to be held in 1964 but preparatory 
work to begin in 1963. 

02-03 Social problems consequent upon economic growth 

Origin : Report of the first session, para. 61 ; Commission 
resolution 18 (II); reports of the third and fourth sessions. 

Description: 

Studies on the social implications of river basin develop­
ment, land consolidation schemes, etc. 

Comment: 

It is intended that such studies should be carried out in 
selected countries and in conjunction with projects under IV, 
on agriculture, and with projects 23-02 and 23-11. 

02-04 Social aspects of urbanization 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission. 

Description: 

(a) Collection and dissemination of up-to-date informa­
tion on African cities, in all fields relevant to the terms of 
reference of the Commission, including bibliography, maps 
and plans, data on population, public services, local pro­
duction, local education and other forms of social develop­
ment; 

(b) Maintenance of a clearing house with multilingual 
bibliographical references, and statistical data available on 
all important towns. Diffusion of such material on request 
through all appropriate means; 

(c) Surveys to be conducted in selected localities and 
preparation of studies and reports on urban problems in 
Africa, with special reference to urban growth, employment, 
levels of living, etc.; 

(d) Workshops to be organized on appropriate occasions, 
to discuss particular aspects of the problems raised by rapid 
urban growth; 

(e) Provision of advisory services to African municipalities 
and other authorities at work in urban areas, at the request 
of the governments concerned, including the analysis of 
existing documentation material, particularly for the pur­
pose of social programmes to cope with rapid urban growth. 

Comment: 

Project implemented in the first Workshop on Urbaniza­
tion, held in April 1962, on the basis of preparatory work 
conducted in 1961, and including survey missions, articles, 
etc. To be carried on through the clearing house, urbaniza­
tion workshops, and all appropriate means. One workshop 
will be held in 1963. To be carried out in conjunction with 
work on industry, transport, housing and town planning. 

03. Community development and social welfare 

GROUP 1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

03-01 General survey of community development in Africa 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on Community Develop­
ment (E/CN.14/170, recommendation No. 5 (c)); resolution 
48 (IV). 



Description· 

Surveys to be carried out periodically utilizing information 
provided by member Governments to various United Nations 
bodies and supplemented by material collected directly by 
the Commission secretariat. Appraisals of individual country 
community development programmes will be continued; 
such individual case studies will form part of the general 
survey. 

Comment: 

An enquiry into development programmes was under­
taken in Morocco and Nigeria in 1962. Other similar studies 
will be carried out in 1963 and 1964. 

03-02 Study of the applicability of community development techniques 
to urban areas in Africa 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 62 (b); Economic 
and Social Council resolution 7311 (XXVIII). 

Description: 

A study to be carried out: (a) by initiating some community 
development pilot projects in urban areas of Africa to gain 
practical experience, and (b) by undertaking simultaneously 
a study, in co-operation with research institutions in Africa, 
of steps necessary to minimize the social disruption due to 
urban development. Special attention will be given to 
housing and social services which are necessary to cope 
with urban development problems. 

Comment: 

A study on Addis Ababa (E/CN.l4/SWCD/10) was 
submitted to the Standing Committee on Social Welfare 
and Community Development convened in February 1962. 
Two pilot projects will be carried out, one of them in 1963 
and the other in 1964. 

03-03 Community development and economic development 

Origin: Report of the first session, resolution 48 (IV). 

Description: 

Analysis of the contribution of community development 
and other methods of mobilizing human resources for 
economic development in African countries. 

Comment: 

A working group of experts in community development 
and economic development is planned to take place in 
1963 to consider problems in this field. 

03-04 Studies on self-lrclp !rousing and community facilities within 
commlmity derelapmcnt programmes in Africa and adrisory 
and training actil'itics 

Origin: Terms of references of the Commission: Economic 
and Social Council resolution 731 B (XXVIII). 

Description: 

Studies of problems of planning and replanning of villages 
and small communities, including self-help housing pro­
grammes and the review of experience in building schools, 
markets, co-operative stores, community centres and other 
community facilities. 

Comment: 

A Workshop on Self-help Housing, convened in Tunis 
in 1961, and the Standing Committee on Social Welfare 
and Community Development recommended that further 
detailed studies should be undertaken in the field of self­
help housing in selected countries of Africa for training and 
advisory activities. To be carried out in conjunction with 
projects 24-01 to 24-05 on housing and physical planning. 
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03-05 Organization and administration of national social welfare 
programmes 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on the extension of 
family and child welfare services within community develop­
ment programmes, recommendations No. 11 (d) and (f); 
Commission resolution 88 (V). 

Description: 

This project will include the following activities: 

(a) To undertake studies on the existing patterns and 
structures of social welfare programmes; 

(b) To conduct regional meetings and workshops bring­
ing together administrators and directors in charge of social 
welfare services; 

(c) To assist governments, at their request, in planning the 
organization and administration of social welfare services; 

(d) To undertake studies of the planning and financing 
and priorities and equitable distribution of social services. 

Comment: 

This project was inaugurated in 1961 when questionnaires 
were circulated to seck information from governments on 
national patterns of organization and administration of 
social welfare services. An analysis of the answers was pre­
pared as a working paper for the second session of the 
Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Community 
Development, January- February 1963. The questionnaire 
was followed by an expert group meeting held in Abidjan, 
1962, on organization and administration of social services. 
The Standing Committee was asked to advise on the specific 
subject matter of a regional meeting of administrators and 
directors of social welfare services, to be held, if possible, 
in 1963-64. It is also planned to conduct a comprehensive 
survey of patterns of social welfare in four African countries, 
two French-speaking and two English-speaking. 

03-06 Clearing house on comm1mity development and social welfare 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on the extension of 
family and child welfare services within community develop­
ment programmes, recommendation No. I (f) and report 
of the Expert Group Meeting on the Organization and Admi­
nistration of Social Welfare Services (E/CN.l4/169, chapter 
VII, recommendation (d); Commission resolution 88 (V)). 

Description: 

The activities will include: collection and distribution of 
material on principles, methods and techniques of com­
munity development and social welfare; assistance in arrang­
ing exchanges of personnel between African countries; 
provision of information on training facilities, including 
fellowships available from international agencies and national 
governments; organization of study tours; briefing of experts; 
organization of lending services of films and other audio­
visual aids for member countries; and publication of a 
quarterly bulletin of information ami evaluation. 

Comment: 

Governments will be approached to appoint one or more 
correspondents in each country for the clearing house. The 
first issue of the bulletin will be prepared for submission to 
the Standing Committee and for distribution in the first 
quarter of 1963. 

03-07 Advisory services 

Origin: Reports of the third and fourth sessions; Com­
mission resolutions 48 (IV) and 88 (V). 



Description: 

Provision of advisory services in the field of community 
development and social welfare to governments at their 
request including assistance in the organization of national 
seminars on planning and administration of community 
development and more specifically: 

(a) To assist governments in the formation of national 
councils of community development and social welfare. 

(b) To study and propose professional standards for 
workers in these fields. 

Comment: 
To be carried out with the assistance of regional advisers. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

03-10 Study tours in the field of social welfare 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on the extension of 
family and child welfare services within community develop­
ment programmes; of the Meeting of Experts on Organiza­
tion and Administration of Social Welfare services (recom­
mendation (f) in chapter VII, and para. 2 of the report); 
report of the Committee on the Programme of Work and 
Priorities to the fourth session. 

Description: 
A study tour in 1963 for fifteen professional persons, men 

and women, active in the field of social welfare, including 
those in charge of social welfare services in community 
development programmes to selected African countries for 
exchange of views within the group as well as with social 
welfare officials in the countries visited. A study will be 
made, by group, of characteristics of various types of social 
welfare services with a view to possibly adapting them to 
their own countries. 

03-11 Study tour on community development methods and techniques 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on Community Develop­
ment, recommendation No. 5 (e). 

Description: 
Study tour for senior officers of requesting governments 

to visit community development projects in selected Asian 
countries in 1963. 

Comment: 
This project was originally scheduled for the fall of 1962, 

but could not be carried out because of administrative 
dif1icultics. It is hoped that funds will be available for its 
implementation in the fall of 1963. 

II. ECONOMIC SURVEYS AND REVIEWS, FINANCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

11. Economic surveys and reviews and analyses of current economic 
trends 

GROUP J. CoNTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

11-01 Economic Bulletin for Africa 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 62 (j). 

Description: 
Publication of a bulletin to contain a selection of African 

statistics as well as articles and reports dealing with such 
topics as: 
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a) Current economic and social trends in African coun­
tries and territories, outstanding developments in respect of 
economic and social policies in Africa, and repercussions on 
African economies of policy decisions taken by governments 
of important trading nations outside Africa; this topic would 
include analysis of the market for the principal African 
export commodities and, as far as possible, forecasts of 
demand and supply; 

(b) Activities of the Commission and its secretariat 
including reports on conferences, seminars or workin~ 
parties not covered in other periodic documents; 

(c) Selected problems investigated by the secretariat; 

(d) A review of relevant studies of African problems 
undertaken elsewhere. 

Comment: 

The Bulletin will be published twice a year. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

11-10 Economic Survey of Africa 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission; report 
of the second session, para. 85. 

Description: 

A comprehensive project of changes in the economic 
structure of Africa, including relevant political and social 
factors, with a view to showing their implication on current 
problems relating to development policies and development 
planning in Africa. The study will concentrate on the 1950's 
and will bring up to date the statistical and factual materials 
published in the Economic Survey of Africa since 1950 
(United Nations publication, Sales No.: 59.II.K.I). 

Comment: 

New project to be carried out in 1963-64 in co-opera­
tion with all divisions. 

12. Money and finance 

GROUP 1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

12-01 Monetary systems 

Origin: Commission resolution 30 (III). 

Description: 

Studies on the various monetary systems used in Africa 
with reference to their impact on intra-African trade in 
particular and on problems of African economic develop­
ment in general. 

Comment: 

Project to be carried out in conjunction with projects 
12-02, 12-10 and 13-01. A first study was submitted to the 
Commission at its fifth session. 

12-02 Public finance 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission; report 
of the Workshop on Problems of Budget Reclassification 
and Management in Africa (E/CN.14/117/Rev.l, para. 97). 

Description: 

Studies on revenue and expenditures of African Govern­
ments with special reference to the mobilization, allocation 
and efficient use of resources for economic development. 



Comment: 

Project to be carried out in conjunction with projects 12-01, 
12-10 and ll-10. Problems relating to cost and benefits of 
government services with special reference to the possibilities 
of mobilizing further resources for economic development, 
to be studied in conjunction with project ll-10. A separate 
study on existing taxation systems in selected African coun­
tries with special reference to ways of improving tax admi­
nistration procedures and yields to be completed in 1963. 

12-03 Foreign aid 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 55; Commission 
resolution 28 (I); Economic and Social Council resolu­
tion 780 (XXXI). 

Description: 

Reports on bilateral and multilateral assistance to African 
countries and territories, to be prepared in co-operation 
with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs at 
Headquarters. 

Comment: 

Reports to be prepared for each session of the Commission. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

12-10 Inflation and savings 

Origin : Terms of reference of the Commission; report 
of the Committee on the Programme of Work and Priorities 
to the third session of the Commission, para. 10. 

Description: 

Study of the problems of inflation and savings particularly 
with a view to mobilizing potential financial resources, 
such as hoarded funds, for economic development in African 
countries. 

Comment: 

Project to be carried out in conjunction with projects 
12-01 and 11-10. 

13. International trade 

GROUP ]. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF IIIGH PRIORITY 

13-01 Problems and prospects of intra-African trade 

Origin : Report of the fourth session, para . 198, 200 and 
263; report of the first session of the Standing Committee 
on Trade (E/CN.I4/174 and Corr.l), recommendation VI; 
Commission resolution 86 (V). 

Description: 

(a) Studies on the major problems of an African common 
market, giving particular attention to the balanced integra­
tion of economic development in the various African coun­
tries and to the problems of intra-African transport; 

(b) Conduct of working parties to consider various 
problems of the sub-regions. 

Comment: 

(a) A preliminary paper on prospects and problems of 
an African common market to be presented to the Conference 
of Heads of States in May 1963; 

(b) A study on intra-African trade to be presented to the 
Commission at its sixth session; 

(c) A paper on economic groupings in Africa to be pre­
pared in 1963; 
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(d) A paper on trade in African development plans, 
including also trade with other regions, to be prepared in 
1963; 

(e) Preparatory work to convene a working party on 
eastern African trade to start in 1963; 

(f) A working party on fiscal policies and intra-west­
African trade is planned in 1964. Preparatory work to start 
in 1963; 

(g) To be undertaken in conjunction with projects under 
groups 21, 22 and 32-01. 

13-02 Studies of regional and preferential trade arrangements 

Origin: Report of the fourth session, para. 202; report 
of the ad hoc committee on the impact of western European 
economic groupings on African economics (E/CN.I4/100 
para. 56); report of the first session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade, recommendation l. 

Description: 

(a) Studies of the impact of the regional trade arrange­
ments in Western Europe on the development and trade of 
African countries and measures which may be taken to 
offset any harmful effects of such arrangements; 

(b) Studies of regional trade arrangements made or con­
templated in other areas; 

(c) Studies of preferential systems binding African coun­
tries and territories with non-African countries, particularly 
the Commonwealth preferences and preferential arrange­
ments between Portugal and Spain and their respective 
territories in Africa. 

Comment: 

(a) A study on European integration and African trade 
was submitted to the first session of the Standing Committee 
on Trade (E/CN.I4/STC/4); 

(b) An information paper was submitted to the Com­
mission at its fifth session (E/CN.l4/207); 

(c) A study on the impact of Western European economic 
groupings on Africa to be prepared in 1963, possibly in 
co-operation with the other regional economic commissions 
and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs at 
Headquarters; 

(cl) The possibility of calling an ad !roc committee to 
consider problems connected with the integration in Western 
Europe should be studied; 

(e) The secretariat will follow the work of other inter­
national bodies in this field and report on significant develop­
ment as appropriate. 

13-03 Swdics of trade relations between Africa and other regions 
of the world 

Origin: Report of the first session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade, recommendations 11 and III. 

Description: 

Studies with special reference to trade of African coun­
tries with countries or groups of countries in other con­
tinents to be covered both from an institutional and an 
economic point of view. 

Comment: 

(a) A study of commercial and fiscal policies of developed 
countries as far as they may affect African exports of manu­
factures and semi-manufactures to be prepared in 1963, 
possibly in co-operation with the other regional economic 



commissions and the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs at Headquarters; 

(b) A study of African trade with Asia, to be prepared 
in co-operation with ECAFE and FAO, will be presented 
to the second session of the Standing Committee on Trade; 

(c) A study on African trade with centrally planned 
economics was submitted to the first session of the Standing 
Committee on Trade (E/CN.l4/STC/5). This trade will be 
further studied, with particular reference to the experiences 
of African countries. 

13-04 Commodity stabilization problems 

Origin: Report of the fourth session, paras. 203 and 268; 
report of the first session of the Standing Committee on 
Trade, recommendation XIII; Commission resolution 79 (V). 

Description: 

To keep under constant review commodity developments 
and prepare studies on sp~cific problems. 

Comment: 

(a) The African meeting on commodity stabilization was 
held in Lagos, Nigeria, 30 July- 6 August 1962. The report 
is submitted to the Commission at its fifth session (E/CN. 
14/205); 

(b) The secretariat will report to the second session of 
the Standing Committee on Trade on significant develop­
ments in the commodity field on the basis of information 
received from international bodies established specifically 
for this purpose; 

(c) Studies of terms of trade of African countries, par­
ticularly the relationship between the prices of agricultural 
products and those of industrial products produced in in­
dustrial countries will be undertaken; 

(d) A study of the implications of the commodity by 
commodity approach to the stabilization of primary com­
modities on African economies, as opposed to the multi­
commouity approach, to be submitted to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development. 

13-05 Trade informal ion and intelligence 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission; report 
of the first session of the Standing Committee on Trade, 
recommendation X. 

Description: 

Collection and dissemination of information on foreign 
trade. 

Comment: 

(a) Inform;-t!ion to be collected from member countries, 
international organizations and periodicals about significant 
developments in African trade, particularly conclusion of 
trade and payment agreements, changes in tariffs and quotas, 
foreign exchange regulations and establishment of State 
tr;-tding agencies. In order to receive information from 
member countries on a regular basis the secretariat will 
contact the Governments of African countries to work out 
the necessary practical arrangements; 

(b) Three issues of the bulletin entitled Foreign Trade 
Newsletter were published in 1962. From 1964 on, the 
Newsletter will be published quarterly; 

(c) The secretariat will assist member Governments in 
building up national trade intelligence services. As a first 
step the governments have been supplied with lists of publica­
tions and periodicals on commercial matters of current 
interest to them. 
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13-06 Trade promotion 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission. Report 
of the first session of the Standing Committee on Trade. 
recommendation VIII. 

Description: 

Studies of tools and techniques of trade promotion. 

Comment: 

(a) Studies of State trading and long-term trade arrange­
ments on the basis of information and appraisal supplied 
by those governments which have already acquired significant 
experience in this field to be presented to the second session 
of the Standing Committee on Trade. Introductory papers 
on this subject were submitted to the first session of the 
Standing Committee on Trade (E/CN.14/STC/12 and 13); 

(b) Two seminars on commercial policy and trade pro­
motion were organized in co-operation with the GATT 
secretariat in 1962. Further seminars will be organized in 
1963; 

(c) The secretariat will be available to assist the member 
and associate member Governments in customs administra­
tion, manufacture, valuation and origin of goods. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

13-10 Study of transit problems in West Africa 

Origin: Recommendation from Working Party on Customs 
Administration in West Africa (E/CN.14/138, para. 16), 
report of the Expert Panel on Transit Traffic in West Africa 
(E/CN.14/206), recommendation 6. 

Description: 

To study transit problems in West Africa, particularly 
the possibilities of the adoption of the TIR convention, 
modified as required to suit local conditions. 

Comment: 

(a) An expert panel was convened in Accra in December 
1962. The report (E/CN.14/206) was presented to the Com­
mission at its fifth session; 

(b) The recommendations from the expert panel will be 
submitted to the governments of the sub-region for further 
action in 1963; 

(c) An expert group of qualified representatives of Cham­
bers of Commerce, road transporters' associations and 
customs administrations will be convened in 1964 to determine 
the conditions under which a TIR convention might be 
applied in West Africa. 

13-11 Frontier traffic in West Africa 

Origin: Recommendation of the Working Party on 
Customs Administration in West Africa (E/CN.l4/138, 
para. 21). 

Description: 

Working party to examine regulations and definitions to 
facilitate control of frontier traffic. 

Comment: 

The working party to be convened in 1964. Preparatory 
work to start in 1963. 

13-12 African trade fair 

Origin: Report of the first session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade, recommendation IX. 



Description: 

Study of the problems connected with the arrangement 
of an African trade fair. 

Comment: 

An expert group will be established to assist the secretariat 
in preparing the study. 

13-13 Conference of African businessmen 

Origin: Commission resolutions 8 (II) and 38 (III). 

Description: 

Assistance in the preparation and conduct of a conference 
of African businessmen to consider possible fields of co­
operation among enterprises and organization within the 
private sectors of African economies. 

Comment: 

The secretariat has not been informed of any preparatory 
steps taken in 1962. The project will be given a low degree 
of priority, since the subjects covered by such a conference 
are dealt with by other means. Nevertheless, it is under­
stood that, if the need for such a conference should arise 
in the future; the secretariat would be called upon again 
to lend its assistance. 

13-14 African payments union 

Origin: Commission resolution 87 (V). 

Description: 

Studies on the possibilities of establishing a payments 
union between African countries. 

Comment: 

(a) A working party to take place in 1964; 

(b) Recommendations to be submitted to the Commission 
at its seventh session. 

III. INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND HOUSING 

21. Industry 

GROUP 1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES Of HIGH PRIORITY 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 59; Commission 
resolutions 18 (II), 33 (Ill) and 43 (IV); report of the Work­
ing Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee on 
Industry and Natural Resources (E/CN.I4/192 and Corr.l).~ 0 

21-01 Industrial statistics 

Description: 

The collection, for eventual publication, of statistical data 
on output, imports and exports and also consumption of 
industrial products. The improvement of both the coverage 
and quality of industrial statistics. 

21-02 Im·entory of African industries 

Dcscri ption: 

The continuing build-up of an inventory of African 
industries, on which work has already started, including 
energy resources already being exploited or to be exploited 
in the near future. 

2o This origin is common to all projects under heading 21. 
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21-03 Industrial investment 

Description: 

Studies of the problems of the formulation of industrial 
investment decisions, which should include: 

(a) Investigation of the experience of industries estab­
lished in the last few years from the point of view of opera­
tion, productivity and economic efficiency; 

(b) Research into the initiative which led to the establish­
ment of such industries as well as methods employed in 
reaching investment decisions; 

(c) The economic and other pre-conditions of industrial 
development with particular reference to specific obstacles 
to industrialization in particular areas; 

(d) Further examination of the possibility of preparing, 
with the aid of African and other experts, a manual of 
investment projects covering both economic and technical 
aspects. 

Comment: 

Immediate attention will be devoted to points (a), (b) 
and (c). 

21-04 Industrial planning and programming 

Description: 

Studies of industrial planning and programming, in co­
operation with the Centre for Industrial Development and 
the African institute for economic development and planning, 
to be followed by a seminar on problems and techniques of 
industrial planning and programming to be held as early 
as possible. 

Comment: 

The preliminary study was included as chapter III in the 
report entitled "Industrial Growth in Africa" (E/CN.14/ 
INR/1). It is unlikely that much work can be done in 1963. 
To be carried out in conjunction with project 01-03. 

21-05 Industrial research 

Description: 

Preparations, in co-operation with other departments of 
the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned, 
for the setting up of institutes for industrial research in 
Africa on a sub-regional basis, covering both fundamental 
and applied research. 

21-06 Technological education and training 

Description: 

Preparations, in co-operation with other departments of 
the United Nations and specialized agencies concerned, for 
the development of technological education, through the 
setting up of specialized faculties in African universities 
and through separate specialized technological institutes or 
universities, for the training of management personnel, 
industrial engineers, middle-grade personnel and skilled 
workers, in the first instance through an inventory of existing 
institutions; and for the training of specialists in project 
evaluation such as agricultural economists, industrial en­
gineers, industrial designers, industrial economists and 
accountants. 

21-07 Assistance to governments in technical assistance and Special 
Fund Projects 

Description: 

Assistance to individual governments at their request in 
solving problems of industrial development, in co-operation 



with the Centre for Industrial Development, including 
assistanceTto governments in the formulation of technical 
assistance~and Special Fund projects, briefing and assisting 
technical assistance experts and evaluating their reports. 

21-08 Assistance to governments in promoting sub-regional co­
operation in the development of industries 

Description: 

Assistance to governments in promoting sub-regional co­
operation in the development of industries on the basis of 
intermtional specialization and in the harmonization, where 
appropriate, of industrial development plans through studies 
and field investigations. 

Comment: 

Preparations are being made for studies and field investiga­
tions in west Africa and eastern Africa in 1963 and as soon 
as possible in north Africa. To be carried out in co-operation 
with interested specialized agencies and in conjunction with 
project 03-01. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IDGH PRIORITY 

21-10 Intensive studies of individual industries 

Description: 

Intensive studies of the following industries, covering the 
prospective trend of demand, trade possibilities within 
Africa and overseas and prospects of developing African 
production in individual countries, where appropriate on a 
sub-regional or regional basis, to be followed by meetings 
of experts: 

(a) Iron and steel; 

(b) Non-ferrous metals including further processing; 

(c) Engineering industries; 

(d) Chemicals, especially basic chemicals required for a 
wide range of industry, fertilizers and agricultural chemicals, 
tanning materials, dyc-stufTs and petro-chemicals, and in­
cluding also prospects for the development of secondary 
industries based on the foregoing chemical products; 

(e) Textiles, both from the point of view of far-reaching 
prospects of import substitution at the national level and 
with particular reference to removing obstacles to the 
growth of production; 

(f) Industries providing energy, in the first instance 
through a conference on electric power development. 

Comment: 

These studies will be carried out in 1963 and 1964. It is 
hoped th:1t those on iron and steel and certain chemicals, 
especially fertilizers, will be ready for meetings of experts 
tow:1rds the end of 1963. It is not expected that the studies 
on non-ferrous metals, engineering and textiles will be 
ready before 1964 and meetings of experts will therefore be 
held in that year. The meeting on electric power develop­
ment will be held in the autumn of 1963. 

21-11 Financing of industries 

Description: 

Study of the problems of financing industry in Africa, 
including analysis of self-financing methods, the channelling 
of private s:1vings to industry through the development of 
capital markets, internal financing of the sale of capital 
goods, international financing through international agencies 
and other channels, and the provision of credit for the 
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export of manufactures, in co-operation with the Centre for 
Industrial Development, the African development bank 
when set up, other international financing agencies and 
private banks. 

Comment: 

It is not expected that African contributions to these 
studies can be ready before the end of 1963. 

21-12 Industrial, commercial, monetary and fiscal legislation 

Description: 

Study of the impediments to industrialization repre­
sented by existing industrial, commercial, monetary and 
fiscal legislation, with a view to formulating proposals for 
the harmonization of such legislation, to be considered by 
a conference at an appropriate time. 

Comment: 

It is not expected that studies can be ready for considera­
tion by the conference envisaged before 1964. Will be carried 
out in conjunction with project 01-07. 

21-13 Seminar on industrial estates 

Description: 

Preparation for a seminar on industrial estates to be held 
in 1964, in co-operation with the Centre for Industrial 
Development and the specialized agencies concerned. 

22. Transport 

GROUP 1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVJTIES OF HIGH PRIORI1Y 

22-01 Transport 

Origin: Report of the first session and Commission resolu­
tions 18 (II), 35 (III) and 60 (IV). 

Description: 

(a) Studies of transport problems in Africa, where ap· 
propriate on a sub-regional basis, as a basis for regional 
and sub-regional meetings of transport officials and experts. 
Analysis of the present and prospective demand for transport 
services in the light of expected developments in industry, 
agriculture, and trade based on on-the-spot studies; an 
examination of the most efTective ways of co-ordinating all 
the forms of transport on the basis of relative costs, taking 
into account present utilization of existing facilities, with a 
view to reducing transport costs to a minimum; 

(b) Studies of the financing of transport by means of 
human investment, domestic savings, external loans, gifts 
or grants; 

(c) Improvement of the coverage and quality of African 
transport statistics, including tourist statistics, inter alia 
with a view to the collection and publication of a regular 
bulletin on African transport statistics; 

(d) Studies of legislative and administrative problems, 
including the possible adoption of a uniform traffic code, 
identical-hand drive, establishment of minimum acceptable 
standards for roads, and unification of road signs and 
safety regulations. The publication of maps showing the 
administrative classification and surface type of roads. 
Preparation of progress reports on transport projects. The 
evolution of the most liberal customs requirements for the 
movement of persons, goods and vehicles between countries, 
with a view to proposing to governments measures for the 
simplification of procedures and standardization of docu­
ments; 



(e) Studies of transit problems with a view to helping the 
governments concerned to find solutions, with particular 
reference to land-locked states and with a view to regularizing 
the rights and duties of carriers which serve inter-African 
trade and ensuring elementary statutory legal safeguards 
for countries depending on one or more of their neighbours 
for economic survival as a result of their geographical 
position; 

(f) Studies of telecommunication problems, in co-opera­
tion with the ITU and other international agencies concerned 
in the first instance through the preparation of a report, 
in co-operation with ITU, on problems of building up an 
adequate telecommunication system in Africa; 

(g) Study, in co-operation with the ICAO of ways and 
means of developing and co-ordinating all African transport 
facilities, including studies of the feasibility of centralizing 
common technical services in the fields of airworthiness, 
personnel licensing, accident investigation, pooling of air 
services, standardization and pooling of spare parts, engines 
and equipment, combined ground handling, etc.; advisability 
of holding a civil aviation conference in Africa; and the 
possibilities for increased usc of aircraft in the transport 
of perishables; 

(lz) Study ways and means of ensuring the early establish­
ment of a training school for higher-grade employees in 
the tourist and hotel industries and in the transport catering 
services; seek governmental co-operation in providing local 
training courses for other grade employees; and encourage 
governments to test, classify and license tourist guides; 

(i) Assistance to governments in specific problems of 
investment in transport, organization of technical seminars, 
formulation of technical assistance and Special Fund projects 
and the subsequent execution thereof and the provision of 
advisory services to governments at their request; 

(j) Sponsoring of training activities in the field of transport, 
in co-operation with other international agencies concerned. 

Comment: 

With reference to (a), a major study of transport co­
ordination will be undertaken early this year, covering in 
the first instance the west African sub-region, which will be 
followed up with (b) . In the first stage (d) will be incorporated 
in (a) to be later expanded on a regional basis. Under (c) 
a study of land-locked States in the eastern African sub­
region has been started. In the field of air transport (!?) 
and tourism (h) prcp::mltory work has started. In the field 
of tourism the eastern African sub-region will first be studied. 
Most of the items mentioned under (a)-(j) have been endorsed 
by the Eastern African Tran~port Conference . Projects to 
be carried out, where appropriate, with project 13-01. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IIIGH PRIORITY 

22-10 !.feeling of heads of transportation and communication 
senices in West Africa 

Origin: Commission resolution 60 (IV). 

Description: 

The purpose of the meeting for which preparations arc 
in progress and which is expected to be held in the spring 
of 1964, is to consider studies on transport development 
being carried out under projects 22-01 (a) and (b), to elaborate 
a programme of permanent activities as recommended by 
the West African Transport Conference held in October 
1961; and, so far as possible, to work out similar arrange­
ments for other African sub-regions. 

22-11 Seminar on ports and shipping for African countries 

Origin: Terms of reference of the Commission. 

Description: 

Seminar on port administration, to be undertaken in 
co-operation with IMCO and the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs. 

Comment: 

Expected to take place in late 1963 or early 1964. 

22-12 Study of trans-Saharan transportation problems 

Origin: Commission resolution 61 (IV). 

Description: 

Study and assessment of technical and economic prob­
lems and means of financing transport facilities across the 
Sahara. 

Comment: 

A preliminary study has been prepared which will be 
developed and a meeting of countries bordering on the 
Sahara will be convened if possible, before the end of 1963. 

23. Natural resources 

GROUP I. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

23-01 Mineral resources 
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Origin: Report of the Working Party of the Whole of the 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources 
(E/CN.I4/192 and Corr.l). 

Description: 

(a) The continuing build-up of an inventory of African 
mineral resources and analysis of development prospects, 
with special reference to the development of industries on 
a sub-regional basis and in particular to those being studied 
in depth under project 21-10; 

(b) The establishment of close working relations with 
major regional organizations in the field of mineral resources, 
and with local geological surveys and mining departments; 

(c) To urge upon governments the immediate and long­
term needs of geological surveys as an essential basis for 
mineral investig:.llion, the establishment of new geological 
surveys where necessary, the importance of long-term 
systematic mincr:1l investigation in rcl:ltion to industrial 
development, :1nd the early publication of relative maps 
and records for the information of the general public and 
of mining companies; 

(d) Promotion of collaboration between geological surveys 
and universities in geological mapping and special problems; 

(e) Assistance to individual governments, at their request, 
in solving problems of mineral investigation and develop­
ment, ore beneficiation, etc. including assistance to govern­
ments in the formulation of technical assistance and Special 
Fund projects; 

(f) Promotion of economic mineral prospecting, investiga­
tion, and production by large-scale enterprises, and the 
enactment of simplified mining legislation to this end. Also 
to encourage individual or small-scale prospecting, and to 
provide assistance and advice for this purpose; 

(g) Preparation for the training of additional geologists, 
assistant geologists, and related scientists in association with 
the universities, UNESCO, etc. and the encouragement of 
students to study geology and related subjects; 



(h) To recommend to African universities, through appro­
priate channels, the establishment of geology and mining 
departments where these do not already exist; 

(i) Preparation, in co-ordination with UNESCO and 
other specialized agencies concerned, for the setting up of 
a regional centre for the interpretation of aerial surveys, 
and another for training in photogrammetry and airborne 
geophysical prospecting; 

(j) Promotion, through existing organizations, of technical 
conferences of regional and sub-regional interest. 

Comment: 

Since the programme of work is extensive in relation to 
existing staff resources, priorities and phasing are now 
being worked out. 

23-02 Hydrology and water resources 

Origin: Report of the Working Party of the Whole of the 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources. 

Description: 

(a) Compile, disseminate and analyse information on 
surface and ground waters in Africa, in collaboration with 
FAO and other specialized agencies, with the objective of 
developing the availability and utilization of water resources 
wherever possible through sub-regional arrangements; 

(b) Recommend through appropriate channels the estab­
lishment of hydrology departments in African universities; 

(c) Investigate requirements for sub-regional training pro­
grammes for intermediate grade and subordinate hydrological 
staff and arrange for such training programmes in co­
operation with specialized agencies such as UNESCO and 
other bodies; 

(d) Arrange fellowships for administrators, engineers, 
geologists, etc., to enable them to study activities in other 
countries faced with problems in water resources develop­
ment comparable to their own; and arrange study tours to 
other countries for such specialists to visit installations on 
site; 

(c) Promote, in association with other organizations con­
cerned, sub-regional meetings and symposia for the discussion 
of common problems in the development of water resour s; 

(f) Initiate, in co-operation with the appropriate agencies, 
investigation of the development of important international 
waterways and river basins, and promote international co­
operation and co-ordination in the development of, for 
example, transport facilities and hydrological power. 

Comment: 
Since the programme of work is extensive in relation to 

existing stafT resources, priorities and phasing arc now being 
worked out. To be carried out in conjunction with project 
02-03. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF HIGH PRIORITY 

23-10 Mineral resources 

Origin: Report of the Working Party of the Whole of the 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources. 

Description: 
(a) Assemble documentation required on the form of 

publications and maps; 
(b) Consider the issue of a newsletter on mineral resource 

activities in relation to industry in Africa, and later the 
issue of a journal of scientific and technical papers in this 
field; 
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(c) Initiate action for establishing a centre for the deter­
mination of the ages of rocks and minerals by radioactive 
methods; 

(d) Consider the provision of mineral economists to 
advise on problems of utilization, operating costs, market­
ing etc., and industrial engineers to advise on the use and 
application of industrial minerals required for light in­
dustries, such as building materials, ceramics, glass-making, 
etc.; 

(e) Consider the creation of a pool of geologists and other 
specialist staff, with appropriate equipment, at Commission 
headquarters; 

(f) Initiate action for establishing a training institute for 
the petroleum and natural gas industry. 

Comment: 

Since the programme of work is extensive in relation to 
existing staff resources, priorities and phasing are now being 
worked out. 

23-1 I Hydrology and water resources 

Origin: Report of the Working Party of the Whole of the 
Standing Committee on Industry and Natural Resources. 

Description: 

(a) Keep up to date, in association with UNESCO, the 
bibliography of hydrology in Africa; 

(b) Consider the issue of a newsletter on the development 
of water resources and endeavour to promote the publica­
tion of a journal of hydrology; 

(c) Follow the study of the hydrology of river basins of 
small and medium size, with a view to providing information 
which can be related to data concerning large river basins; 

(d) Organize, in association with the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, the specialized agencies and 
other bodies concerned, a seminar for administrators on 
the development of ground water, and other seminars on 
the construction of small storage works and on the health 
aspects of water supplies. 

Comment: 

Since the programme of work is extensive in relation to 
existing stafT resources, priorities and phasing are now being 
worked out. To be carried out in conjunction with pro­
ject 02-03. 

23-12 Regional cartographic conference for Africa 

Origin: Report of the third session of the Commission 
(paras. 230-236); Economic and Social Council resolution 
816 (XXXI). 

Description: 

Conference reviewing cartographic activities in Africa. 
Development of cartographic surveys. Organization of 
co-operation between African countries and between the 
African region and other countries, and related technical 
problems. 

Comment: 

To be carried out in collaboration with the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs. 

23-13 Conference on scientific research and training of personnel 
in the field of natural resources 

Origin: Commission resolution 34 (III) and the report 
on the fifth session (see para. 261 (b) above). 



Description: 

The Commission secretariat will participate in the organiza­
tion of a conference on research and training of personnel 
in the field of natural resources which UNESCO will convene 
in 1964. 

24. Housing and physical planning 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF l!IGH PRIORITY 

Origin: Report of the Expert Meeting on Housing Prob­
lems in Africa (E/CN.I4/191). 

24-01 General documentation 

Description: 

(a) Collect, edit and circulate extracts from reports pre­
pared by technical assistance and Special Fund experts on 
matters relating to housing, building and physical planning 
in Africa; 21 

(b) Collect and circulate up-to-date information on the 
principal sources of external financial assistance to housing 
and physical planning, bilateral, multilateral and interna­
tional, with particular reference to their scope, the condi­
tions attached, the terms of loans or grants, and other, 
administrative or technical conditions. 21 

Comment: 

In collaboration with specialized agencies (ILO, FAO, 
WHO). 

24-02 Housing policies 

Description: 

(a) Propose a model outline for general and detailed 
surveys of housing needs, based on the experience of selected 
countries and with particular reference to the conditions 
prevailing in rapidly developing countries; 21 

(b) Collect information and compare current standards 
oflow and medium-cost housing in selected African countries, 
with particular reference to minimum enforceable standards 
and, where applicable, maximum standards connected with 
public financial assistance. 

Comment: 

In collaboration with WHO. 

24-03 Housing economies 

Description: 

(a) Collect and analyse information from selected African 
countries on the importance of total investment devoted 
to housing and related facilities, both in absolute terms and 
in relationship to per caput income; 

(b) Collect information on critcri:J. used for relating the 
size, the cost or the rent of the dwelling to the composition 
of the household and to the income of the family, with 
particular reference to public sponsored low-cost housing 
programmes; 

(c) Collect and amlyse on a comp:J.rative basis informa­
tion on the actual cost of dwellings currently built in selected 
African countries, broken down in such a way as to throw 
light on the main components of building costs and on the 
factors likely to affect them; 21 

21 The Expert Meeting on Housing Problems in Africa re­
commended that this project should have high priority. 

(d) Collect and analyse on a comparative basis information 
on the actual cost of providing essential community services 
and facilities, expressed in appropriate terms (i.e. cost per 
hectare, per habitable room, per dwelling unit) and taking 
into account the standards of such services and facilities; 

(e) Undertake a study and analysis of co-operative 
societies having as their objective the production and sale 
of building materials, as well as the purchase of land and the 
construction of housing and related community facilities. 

Comment: 

In collaboration with WHO (point d) and the ILO (point e). 

24-04 Resources 

Description: 

(a) Undertake a survey of the present resources of selected 
basic building materials in Africa, with a view to making 
recommendations on the more effective utilization of the 
present production capacity, on the development and im­
provement of their production, on the setting up of new 
industries and on a better co-ordination on a sub-regional 
level of national investment policies in this respect; 21 

(b) Undertake or sponsor a survey of manpower require­
ments in the building sector, with a view to making recom­
mendations on their more effective utilization and to pro­
vide guidance for long-term vocational training and higher 
education programmes. 

Comment: 

In collaboration with FAO (point c), the ILO, WHO and 
UNESCO (point b). 

24-05 Physical planning 
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(a) Undertake a study on the development of methods 
and techniques suitable to African countries in the elabora­
tion and implementation of physical plans, with particular 
reference to methods of surveys and analysis and to the 
integration of all available resources in the establishment 
of general physical plans; 21 

(b) Undertake a study to define more precisely the p!Jce 
of physical planning in economic and social development. 

IV. AGRICULTURE 

31. Agricultural progress and developments 

GROUP I. CoNTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF IIIGII PRIORITY 

31-01 Rcl'icw and analysis of current progrC'SS in tire field of food 
and agriculture ill Africa (An activity to he built up pro­
gressively over a number of years in collaboration with 
FAO) . 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 6. 

Description: 

Supply of inform:Hion on food and agricultural matters 
and contributions of ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division 
to documentation for: 

(a) ECA studies and surveys involving food and agri­
culture, including documentation for ECA sessions and 
other meetings; 

(b) FAO regional office and headquarters and FAO 
regional conferences and meetings, including third FAO 
Regional Conference for Africa and seventh Regional Con­
ference for the Near East. 



Comment: 

Various documents have been prepared for the ECA 
fifth session and other meetings. Activities are being ex­
panded as staff and library facilities improve with a view 
to building up an adequate supply of background and 
current information on a regional, sub-regional and country 
basis for preparing long-term and current documentation. 

31-02 Agricultural development programmes and planning 22 

Origin: Report of the first session, paras. 61 and 63; 
first FAO Regional Conference for Africa, resolutions 1, 
3 and 6; General Assembly resolution 1426 (XIV); FAO/ 
ECA Centre on Land Policies in East and Central Africa. 

Description: 

Examination of plans and of measures to promote agri­
cultural development and increase productivity in agri­
culture: 

(a) Collection and analysis of information on agricultural 
development programmes for documentation outlined under 
project 31-01 above and for technical assistance programming 
and activities; 

(b) The analysis and formulation of agricultural develop­
ment projects, including training and other assistance to 
governments; 

(c) Analysis of particular problems of agricultural develop-
ment, including: 

(i) The diversification of agriculture; 
(ii) Factors in the transition from subsistence to com­
mercial agriculture; 

(d) The role of institutional factors in agricultural develop­
ment including land policies, agricultural credit, co-opera­
tives and extension services. 

Comment: 
Forms a large part of the continuing work of the ECA/ 

FAO Joint Agriculture Division. Part (a) is also being 
included in the expanded activities for collecting information 
noted under 31-01 to be carried out in co-ordination with 
the project in community development with a view to 
investigating the possibility of applying community develop­
ment techniques to agriculture, social welfare and allied 
activities as appropriate. An agricultural economics bulletin 
has been initiated. It is intended to issue this two or three 
times a year. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IIIGII PRIORITY 

3 I -I 0 Studies and meetings on agricultural del'dopment 

Origin: Report of the second session of the Commission 
(para. 118). Report of the third session (para. 175). Com­
mission resolutions 46 (IV) and 56 (IV). 

Description: 
(a) Survey of timber resources and requirements and 

associated sub-regional meetings; 
(b) Land policies development centre for west Africa 

(co-sponsored by FAO); 
(c) Africa meeting on animal production and health 

(co-sponsored by FAO); 
(d) Action connected with the long-term economic survey 

of Africa and the FAO Africa survey; 
(e) Miscellaneous short-term investigations in irrigation, 

erosion control, mechanization, fertilizers or other specific 

22 In co-ordination with projects 01-02 and 01-03, FAO projects 
and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 
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fields according to staff availability and ad hoc meetings 
on agricultural economic matters. A meeting of agricultural 
economists in Africa is under consideration; 

{f) In collaboration with FAO and United Nations 
Headquarters, to carry out studies related to the implemen­
tation of land reform in Africa in conformity with the 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly. 

Comment: 
All the items are new except (a). Sub-project (d) to be 

carried out in co-ordination with project 11-10. 

32. Distribution and consumption of agricultural products 

GROUP 1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

32-01 Trade and marketing of agricultural products 23 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 62 (f); Com­
mission resolution 18 (II); first FAO Regional Conference 
for Africa, resolution 10. 

Description: 
Examination of trade in major agricultural products in 

sub-regions, and measures to improve marketing: 
(a) Studies of recent trends in the level and direction of 

exports of agricultural produce, on a regional and sub­
regional basis; 

(b) The marketing of agricultural products: continuation 
with FAO headquarters of investigations into the nature 
of meat and livestock marketing problems and extension to 
other marketing problems; 

(c) Price trends and relationships of agricultural products. 

Comment: 
As commented under 31-01 steps are now being taken 

to strengthen the coverage of (a). Examination of price 
trends and relationships is being continued as sub-project (c) 
in compliance with resolution 25 (III). 

32-02 Food consumption levels and utilization of food surpluses 24 

Origin: Commission resolutions 18 (II) and 54 (IV); FAO 
Freedom from Hunger Campaign. 

Description: 
Studies of demand and consumption levels for food and 

other agricultural products and participation in the activities 
of the World Food Programme for the utilization of food 
surpluses for assisting in economic development. 

Comment: 
Action has so far been carried out through consultants, 

through participation in the Fourth Inter-African Con­
ference on Food and Nutrition in 1961, in field missions 
of the WFP in 1962 and by support of the FAO Freedom 
from Hunger Campaign. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF ffiGH PRIORITY 

32-10 Commodity stabilization 

Origin: Commission resolution 25 (III); reports of the 
African Meeting on Commodity Stabilization (E/CN.14/205) 
and of the Standing Committee on Trade (E/CN.14/174) 
and Corr.l). 

23 In co-ordination with projects 13-01 and 13-03 and with 
FAO projects. 

24 In co-ordination with projects 02-01, 41-05 and 06-02. 



Description: 

Investigation into the nature, organization and opera­
tions of national marketing organizations, e.g. marketing 
boards and caisses de stabilisation in order to ascertain 
the costs of operation and other factors influencing the 
efficiency of management and operations. 

Comment: 

Collaboration with FAO in the preparation of an advisory 
handbook, in the FAO marketing guide series, on national 
statutory marketing organizations: their establishment and 
operation. To be carried out in conjunction with project 13-04. 

33. Agricultural industries 

GROUP ). CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

33-01 Assembly, analysis and dissemination of information on 
agricultural products processing 

Origin: Report of the first session of the Working Party 
of the Whole of the Standing Committee on Industry and 
Natural Resources (E/CN. 14/192 and Carr. I). 

Description: 

Investigation and documentation on the processing of 
agricultural products, including improved harvesting and 
field curing, storage and market construction, processing 
of food and raw materials, packaging, improved tools and 
equipment, farm building and power supply in agriculture. 
Measures to promote the inclusion of these considerations 
in mtional development programmes. 

Comment: 

A newly introduced act1v1ty in the programme of work 
arising from the need for closer colbboration between FAO, 
the Commission and the Centre for Industrial Development. 
In co-ordination with projects 21-01, 21-02, 21-03 and 32-01. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IIIGII PRIORITY 

33-02 Studies, meetings and direct assistance on agricultural in­
dustries 

Origin: As for 33-0 I. 

Description: 

Preparation of agricultural development papers and 
working bulletins in co-operation with FAO headquarters; 
organization of meetings and direct advice to governments; 
sec projec t 3-+-0 I. 

34. Assistance and ad1 isory services in the field of agriculture 

GROUP I. CoNTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF I!IGII PRIORITY 

34-01 Technical a.uistance to go1·enzments 

Origin: Report of the first session, para. 5-+; FAO Con­
ference resolutions. 

Description: 

Collaboration with governments and with agencies pro­
viding technical and economic assistance; collaboration 
with FAO technical assistance experts in African countries 
in the fields of agricultural planning and marketing assistance 
to governments in the formulation of requests for technical 
assistance under the Expanded Programme and other forms 
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of aid within the framework of international arrangements; 
direct assistance to governments in national and regional 
projects (a continuing activity which should expand with 
increasing aid to Africa). 

Comment: 

Ma in action in this field is taken by FAO. The contribu­
tion of the ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division includes 
some co-ordination and initiation of requests, commenting 
on draft requests to the Special Fund, and provision of 
limited direct assistance by the staff and by consultants 
engaged on temporary assistance funds available to the 
Commission. Close contact is maintained with the Technical 
Assistance Co-ordination Unit of the Commission secretariat. 

V. STATISTICS 

GROUP ). CONTINUING ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

41-01 Statistical survey of Africa 

Origin: Resolutions I 2 (II) and 59 (IV) of the Com­
mission; reports of the first and second Conference of 
African Statisticians. 

Description: 

An over-all plan for statistical development in the region 
designed to bring activities of statistical offices in line with 
requirements for economic and social planning, and involving 
the following action by the secretariat: 

(a) Discussion with countries of technical assistance re­
quirements in relation to national programmes for statistical 
development, briefing and supervision of experts and fellow­
ships in co-ordination with the Depa rtment of Economic 
and Social Affairs at Headquarters; 

(b) Planning and supervision of a regional advisory service 
to render direct assistance to countries of the region, in 
co-operation with the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs at Headquarters and FAO. 

Comment: 

Technical assistance requirements were di scussed with 
countries in relation to the biennium 1963-64. The regional 
advisory service is now composed of five experts in the 
following fields: demography, public finance, statistics, 
national accounts, sampling and field survey. Seventeen 
field missions were completed in I 962. A section for statistical 
development was established to deal with projects 41-01, 
41-02 and 41-03. This includes supervision of the advisory 
service, of training centres and following up of technical 
assistance programmes in Africa. There arc thirty-nine 
United Nations experts in statistics assigned in African 
countries. 

41-02 Regional co-operation for statistical development 

Origin: Resolutions 12 (II) and 59 (IV); reports of the 
first and second Conferences of African Statisticians. 

Description: 

Establishment and implementation of regional programmes 
of co-operation, based on specific needs expressed by coun­
tries for their statistical development. Activities in 1963 
and 1964 to include the following: 

(a) Short sub-regional meetings of heads of statistical 
offices and of directors of training centres to co-ordinate 
training activities for each school year. (See project 61-05 
for description of training activities); 



(b) One study tour in 1964 on the integration of statistical 
and planning activities; 

(c) A fellowship programme to enable junior statisticians 
to receive in-service training in the statistical office of the 
region. 

Comments: 

The United Nations is assisting a network of four sub­
regional and two national training centres in Africa. Further 
particulars on 1962 activities are included in document 
E/CN.I4/220. 

41-03 Regional co-operation in the field of data processing 

Origin: Reports of the first and second Conferences of 
African Statisticians. 

Description: 

(a) Use of the Mechanical Unit established at Com­
mission headquarters for research and demonstration pur­
poses and for servicing countries without equipment or 
with insufficient processing capacity; 

(b) Preparation of a report on developments in data 
processing in African countries, to be submitted to the third 
Conference of African Statisticians. 

Comment: 

The Mechanical Unit established at Commission head­
quarters at the end of 1961 has successfully performed a 
number of operations in 1962, such as the processing of the 
Addis Ababa census, the regular processing of external 
trade statistics for one African country, and a number of 
regional tables on African trade statistics. 

41-04 Exchange of information on statistical activities 

Origin: Reports of the first and second Conferences of 
African Statisticians. 

Description: 
Establishment of a system for general exchange of informa­

tion on statistical activities and methods between African 
countries, including the following activities scheduled for 
1963-64; 

(a) Publication of Statistical Newsletter of the Commission; 

(b) Preparation and publication of methodological manuals 
on household surveys, national accounts and population 
censuses under African conditions; 

(c) Translat ion of reports on methods relating to various 
types of surveys, including household surveys and popula­
tion surveys; 

(d) Publication from time to time of bibliographical 
references on statistical publications in African countries. 

Comment: 

In 1962 the Statistical Newsletter was published on a 
quarterly basis . Preparation of reports on national accounts 
is in progress and will be submitted to the third Conference 
of African Statisticians. One volume of bibliographical 
references has already been issued. 

41-05 Formulation of statistical standards for the region 

Origin: Reports of the first and second Conferences of 
African Statisticians. 

Description: 
Organization of working groups of experts to exchange 

views on methods and to consider adaptation to Africa of 
international standards, in co-operation with the Depart-
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ment of Economic and Social Affairs at Headquarters and 
specialized agencies. 1963-64 programme to include meet­
ings on the following subjects: 

(a) In 1963, third Conference of African Statisticians; 
negotiations are being held with specialized agencies con­
cerned to hold the Conference jointly with the Com­
mission; 

(b) In 1963, working group on capital formation and 
joint working groups with FAO in the field of food and 
agricultural statistics and with the International Monetary 
Fund on balance of payments; 

(c) In 1964, a list of technical meetings to be prepared 
by the third Conference of African Statisticians. 

Comment: 

The reports of the 1962 meetings on industrial statistics 
and national accounts have been submitted to the fifth 
session (E/CN.14/173 and E/CN.14/221). 

41-06 Processing and publication of statistical data 

Origin: Reports of the first and second Conferences of 
African Statisticians. 

Description: 

(a) Compilation and analysis of statistical data required: 

(i) For the Economic Bulletin for Africa (African statistics); 

(ii) For the African Trade Statistics (series A, quarterly, 
and series B, twice a year); 

(iii) For a bulletin on industrial statistics (one volume in 
preparation in 1963); 

(b) Compilation and analysis of statistical data required 
by research divisions of the Commission secretariat, with 
particular emphasis on projection and programming (project 
01-04), economic survey of Africa (project 11-10), industrial 
research (project 21-02) and inter-African trade (project 
13-01); 

(c) Statistical handbooks : assembly, evaluation, analysis 
and publication of data derived from the statistical survey; 
handbook on population to be published in 1963, handbook 
on national accounts to be published in 1964. 

Comment: 

This publication of data on external trade has consider­
ably expanded in 1962. Uniform and detailed trade data 
have been published for the years 1960 and 1961 in two 
series of booklets. As regards (b) above, a team of two 
statisticians and five computers will be working with the 
team of economists on the economic survey of Africa. A 
special computing unit was established in 1962 to compile 
industrial and other economic statistics. As regards (c) 
above, the compilation of handbooks on population statistics 
and national accounts have been delayed on account of 
lack of staff resources. 

VI. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 25 

GROUP !. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES OF HIGH PRIORITY 

51-01 Assistance and advisory services in the field of public admi­
nistration upon request of governments 

Origin: Report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative 
Problems of African Governments (E/CN.l4/180). 

25 The implementation of the projects on public administra­
tion calls for the collaboration of the specialized agencies and 
other international organizations. 



Description: 

Progress in economic and social development will in 
large measure depend upon the extent to which African 
Governments identify the precise character of basic problems 
of administration, and apply the necessary solutions to them 
by utilizing all resources available to governments. These 
ends can be realized by: 

(a) Field visits, consultations and short-term surveys in 
those countries where governments request such technical 
assistance, to help governments identify administrative 
problems; 

(b) Assisting governments in formulating schedules and 
plans for strengthening administrative structures and 
practices; 

(c) Advise governments in short-term missions on the 
solution of urgent and specific problems in the field of 
public administration. 

Comment: 

Heavy administrative burdens placed usually on a small 
number of busy government officials preclude their making 
comprehensive analysis of administrative problems. Short 
term missions carried out upon request of interested govern­
ments by regional advisers in public administration could 
serve as an immediate measure before regular assistance 
is given by experts especially recruited for such purposes. 

51-02 Working party on public administration 

Origin: Commission resolution 70 (V). 

Description: 

To provide a means of communication between the 
African countries and the secretariat to review the public 
administration activities, plans and projects and determine 
their adequacy. 

Comment: 

It is intended that the first meeting of the working party 
should be convened in 1964 and that subsequent meetings 
will be held every two years thereafter. Preliminary work 
will start in 1963. 

GROUP 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS OF IIIGII PRIORITY 

51-10 Administrative aspects of national development planning 

Origin: Economic and Social Council resolution (907 
(XXXIV), para. 6 (b) (ii) and report of the Seminar on 
Urgent Administrative Problems of African Governments. 

Description: 

Successful planning presupposes the existence of adequate 
machinery for gathering the basic information, formulating 
policies and programmes, co-ordinating the various com­
ponents of the plan, following up on the progress in imple­
mentation, and evaluating achievements in relation to the 
targets of the plan. The objective of this project is to identify 
basic problems involved in establishing and maintaining 
adequate machinery and procedures for development plan­
ning and to suggest alternative solutions. Preparatory study 
to be made in the middle of 1963 and an expert meeting 
to be convened at the end of 1963, followed by a seminar 
in 1964. The main topics of the study would be: 

(a) The central agency for planning, its functions and 
methods of control; 
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(b) Nature and degree of decentralization for planning 
and its implementation; planning at the departmental, 
regional and local levels; utilization of public corporations 
for sectoral planning; 

(c) Legal and legislative aspects in the organization and 
procedures for planning; 

(d) Personnel and training implications of development 
planning; 

(e) Utilization of technical and financial aid for planning: 

(f) Administrative aspects of trade promotion in relation 
to development planning. 

Comment: 

To be carried out in conjunction with project 01-11. 

51-11 Administrative structure 

Origin: Report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative 
Problems of African Governments and expressed needs of 
officials, experts and international agencies. 

Description: 

Information to be supplied by each African Government 
to the Commission on the organization and functions of the 
central government, provincial and district administrations 
and local authorities. The information should form part of 
a world-wide programme to assemble information syste­
matically on the organization of governments. United 
Nations Headquarters should assume responsibility for the 
interregional aspects of this programme. 

Comment: 

This project would increase understanding by African 
Governments of how other governments are organized, 
would facilitate contacts among officials of di!Tercnt govern­
ments having similar responsibilities, and would serve as a 
useful reference for all United Nations agencies. The Com­
mission will initiate requests for information after con­
sultation with headquarters to ensure uniformity in the 
presentation of information. 

51-12 Gol'ernment purchasing and supply 

Origin: A special study on government purchasing and 
supply is now being carried out in Latin America prior to a 
workshop to be held in May-June of 1963. The Latin Ame­
rican experience would be of use to African purchasing and 
supply methods and practices. 

Description: 

A survey to be undertaken in 1963 in several African 
countries to include the following specific items: 

(a) The present laws and regulations governing public 
purchasing; 

(b) The procedures adopted for government purchasing 
and supply; 

(c) Government stores administration with special refe­
rence to problems of turnover, stock ordering and main­
tenance; 

(d) Existing facilities for quality control; 

(e) Problems of centralization and standardization, stor­
age and supply. 

Comment: 
In accordance with the results of the survey, it may be 

necessary to have a workshop on this subject in 1964-1965. 



51-13 Legal and administrative relations between States and public 
autonomous institutions or corporations 

Origin: Economic and Social Council resolution 907 
(XXXIV) mentions this subject in the first place when drawing 
the attention of the Secretary-General and the related 
agencies to important common problems. The Seminar on 
Urgent Administrative Problems of African Governments 
also drew attention to the danger of undue proliferation of 
public autonomous institutions or corporations. 

Description: 

A preliminary survey to be made in 1964 in a number 
of African countries to be followed by a workshop in 1965 
to study the following subjects: 

(a) Constitutional and legal basis for public autonomous 
institutions or corporations; 

(b) The financial resources of public autonomous institu­
tions; 

(c) The managing bodies and the organizational structures 
of public autonomous institutions or corporations; 

(d) Control and audit of public autonomous institutions 
or corporations. 

Comment: 

Public autonomous institutions or corporations are 
playing an increasingly important role in developing coun­
tries where government has to have an active participation 
in many economic undertakings in addition to the already 
traditional public services. The relationship between the 
national government and these institutions or corporations 
has become one of the major problems of public admi­
nistration. 

51-14 Assisting in meeting urgent public service training needs of 
African Governments 

6 

Origin: Report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative 
Problems of African Governments; Commission resolution 
77 (V). 

Description: 

(a) To provide assistance to interested governments in 
assessing public service training needs with a view to strength­
ening or establishing new training facilities. One or more 
surveys arc to be undertaken to determine requirements for 
regional, sub-regional, national and local training programmes 
and facilities and to prepare practical programmes at appro­
priate levels to meet urgent and continuing needs particularly 
those relating to the priorities of rapid development. This 
cfTort would provide a basis for immediate implementation of 
agreed-upon programmes for which resources arc readily 
available. Upon the request of individual governments, 
or groups of them, the actions necessary to carry out this 
project include: 

(i) Preliminary studies of training and of civil service 
systems or personal establishments, utilizing existing data 
from all available sources and supplementing such data by 
various means as required; 

(ii) Sub-regional conferences or a series of meetings of 
officials from interested governments of sub-regions with 
common problems to provide for a careful review and 
evaluation of data, to exchange views and to consider what 
kinds of programmes are needed at various levels to meet 
needs on a comprehensive basis. At the Conferences con­
sideration could be given in public administration to specific 
proposals for improvement by establishing or strengthening 
sub-regional and national training facilities. 
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(b) A study of the training facilities and training require­
ments for national technical personnel in the countries of 
the region is to be conducted in 1963. 

Comment: 

The development and implementation of these surveys and 
meetings will be undertaken in consultation and in collabora­
tion with other organizations including: governments of the 
areas concerned, the offices of the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, specialized agencies, bilateral technical 
assistance agencies and existing sub-regional organizations 
in fields related to public administration. To be carried out 
in co-ordination with project 61-01 (see (b) under comment). 
The report of the study on national technical personnel will 
be submitted to the Commission at its sixth session. 

51-15 Local government study tour for senior African officers 

Origin: Recommendation of a United Nations working 
group, as reported in the study entitled Decentralization for 
National and Local Development (United Nations publica­
tion, Sales No. 62.II.H.2, para. 282 (b)), that study tours 
be arranged to enable senior officers of ministries of local 
governments to visit countries in other regions which have 
had significant experiences in decentralization of technical 
services to local government units. 

Description: 
The Governments of India and Yugoslavia have invited 

the United Nations to arrange for a group of eight to ten 
senior African officers in late 1963 to learn at first-hand, 
through visits and discussion with responsible officials at 
various levels, of the experience of these countries in 
decentralizing development functions to local authorities. 

51-16 Seminar on central services to local authorities 

Origin: Report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative 
Problems of African Governments. 

Description: 
A seminar to take place late in 1963 or early 1964 to study 

the central agencies and institutions needed at the national 
level (or in a federal system at the state or provincial level) 
for the improvement of local government (e.g. ministry or 
department of local government, training institutions, loans 
agency for local authorities, association of local authorities, 
and professional and staff associations for local authority 
personnel). 

Comment: 
The seminar would also lay the groundwork for more 

intensive work in specific aspects of local government. 

VII. TRAINING 

GROUP I. CoNTINUING PROJECTS OF IDOH PRIORITY 

61-01 Training facilities in Africa 

Origin: Commission resolution 17 (II). 

Description: 
Consultations with universities, research institutions and 

other appropriate organizations in Africa regarding arrange­
ments for the training of African staff. 

Comment: 
In line with this project and in pursuance of consultations 

which were started in 1960, 1961 and 1962, it is hoped to 
further assist in training activities by: 



(a) Maintaining close collaboration with organizations 
carrying out middle-grade training activities, including ILO 
and the Commission for Technical Co-operation in Africa, 
so as to co-ordinate efforts in this field; 

(b) Commencing negotiations for the setting-up of train­
ing programmes in public administration and making a 
study for the development of existing facilities in this field 
in Africa; 

(c) Assisting in a study as to the advisability of establishing 
a training programme for African diplomats in Africa, to 
replace the United Nations programme launched in Europe 
and the USA in 1962. This programme would only become 
effective in 1964 and would co-ordinate all efforts being 
made in this field; 

(d) Collating and centralizing information and documenta­
tion on training programmes being carried out in Africa 
in all fields, whether on a long or short-term basis, for dif­
fusion to interested governments, the United Nations, and 
the specialized agencies: thus the training section might act 
as an advisory and documentary unit on training problems, 
disseminating information and identifying gaps for possible 
further action. 

61-02 Training in economic and social planning 

Origin: Commission resolution 16 (II). 

Description: 
Programmes of study and trammg designed to meet the 

need for an increasing number of economists, and other 
professionals who are able to handle the problems and 
techniques of development programming. 

Comment: 
Throughout 1962, negotiatiOns were continued with a 

view to the establishment of an African institute for economic 
development and planning. A Standing Committee was 
elected and held its first meeting in June 1962 to discuss 
the plan of activities, financial problems and the submission 
of requests to the Special Fund. Work is proceeding in the 
field of recruitment of staff, both administrative and pro­
fessional and the selection of students who will attend the 
first course to open in October 1963 in Dakar. Efforts will 
be renewed, in collaboration with member States, the United 
Nations and specialized agencies, for obtaining equipment 
required for the institute and possible additional financial 
help- especially funds for fellowships. Close contacts arc 
being maintained with the specialized agencies which arc 
co-operating in all phases of pre-institute activities. 

61-03 /n-sen'lr:r: training for African economists and statisticians 

Origin: Commission resolution 16 (II), report of the first 
session of the Standing Committee on Trade (E/CN.l4/174 
and Corr.l, para. 51, and E/CN.l4/174/Add.2). 

Description: 
In-service training at the headquarters of the Commission 

and at the headquarters of ECE and ECAFE. 

Comment: 
A report was submitted to the fifth session (E/CN.l4/223). 

61-04 Summer courses for African unirersity students of economics 
and statistics 

Origin: Commission resolution 17 (II). 

Description: 

Summer courses for students entering their final year at the 
university. 
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Comment: 

A report on the second series of courses conducted in 
the summer of 1962 (E/CN.14/222) was submitted to the 
Commission at its fifth session. 

61-05 Training activities in statistics 

Origin: Commission resolutions 12 (II) and 59 (IV); report 
of the fourth session (paras. 284 and 285); reports of first 
and second Conferences of African Statisticians. 

Description: 

(a) Survey of requirements in respect of professional 
statistical manpower and progress made in training at this 
level. Next report to be made in co-operation with UNESCO, 
for submission to the third Conference of African Statisticians 
in 1963; 

(b) Co-ordination of training activities at professional 
level in the region. This activity to include negotiations with 
international and bilateral programmes of assistance, so as 
to obtain a fellowship programme and assistance in the form 
of lectures to newly established institutes of statistics in 
African universities; 

(c) Assistance to and organization of a network of sub­
regional permanent training centres for middle-grade statis­
ticians. Co-ordination of activities of all training centres at 
that level, and standardization of programmes. 

Comment: 

The United Nations is now asststmg five sub-regional 
centres and two national centres in statistics. The number 
of students attending these centres in 1961-62 was approxi­
mately 65 at middle-grade level and 40 at university level. 
For the school year 1962-63, the enrolment in these centres 
reached 200. Further particulars arc given in document 
E/CN.14/224. 

61-06 Training courses for customs officials 

Origin: Report of the Working Party on Customs Admini­
stration in west Africa (E/CN.l4/ 138, paragraph 32); report 
of the first session of the Standing Committee on Trade, 
para. 37. 

Description: 

Organization of training courses in customs administration. 

Comment: 

(a) One training course for customs officials from English­
speaking countries in west Africa was held in 1962; 

(b) A similar course may be organized in 1963. 

61-07 Refresher courses in commrmity de1·clopment mr?tlwds and 
tcclzniqucs for national supcnisory and administrative 
personnel 

Origin: Report of the Workshop on Community Develop­
ment, recommendation 5 (a). 

Description: 

Refresher training courses to be organized for national 
personnel such as provincial community development 
officers, principals of training centres, etc. Curricula to 
include the economic, social and educational aspects of 
community development. 

A third sub-regional course for east African countries is 
planned in 1963. 



61-08 Training for social work 

Origin: Commission resolution 36 (Ill), as recommended 
by the Workshop on the Extension of Family and Child 
Welfare Services within the Community Development Pro­
grammes and in the report of the Standing Committee at 
its first session (E/CN.l4/142, para. 61}, and reaffirmed by 
the Expert Group Meeting on the Organization and Admini­
stration of Social Welfare Services. 

Description: 

A conference on social work training will be undertaken 
in the spring of 1963, for selected social welfare administrators, 
directors of established schools of social work, directors of 
training in government departments, and senior social 
workers employed in government or in voluntary agencies. 
The purpose will be to review methods for improving skills 
and efficiency of social welfare staff at all levels, such as: 

(a) Initiation and development of advanced training 
within countries or regions; 

(b) Training courses for auxiliary personnel; 

(c) Programmes of in-service training. 

Special emphasis will be placed on training in the fields of 
group work and community organization and the inter­
relationship of social work to social sciences, home econo­
mics, and other technical fields. 

Comment: 

Questionnaires were sent to governments to obtain pre­
liminary information for aid in preparing for the conference. 
An analysis of replies will be included in a working paper 
for the Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Com­
munity Development. 

Following the training conference, governments will be 
assisted, as requested, in planning and carrying out pro­
grammes of training. 

61-09 Training in co-operative derelopment and management 

Origin: Commission resolution 9 (II). 
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Description: 

Explanatory work or studies of possibilities of establish­
ing centres for the training of Africans in the field of co­
operative development and management. 

Comment: 

A study of the present state of the co-operative movement 
in Africa was completed and submitted in 1962 for infor­
mation to the Standing Committee on Social Welfare and 
Community Development (E/CN.!4/133). The report makes 
suggestions concerning possibilities of establishing centres 
for the training of Africans in the field of the co-operative 
movement. If studies of these possibilities are made, they 
might be undertaken in consultation with the director of 
the African institute for economic development and planning. 

61-10 Training in demography 

Origin: Economic and Social Council resolution 820 B 
(XXXI). 

Description: 
Assistance to the proposed regional demographic centres 

in Accra and Cairo in their training activities and related 
research. 

Comment: 
The Executive Secretary will be represented on the govern­

ing bodies of these centres and will therefore be in a position 
to assist in planning their activities which are to be co­
ordinated with Commission projects. 

61-11 Training courses for small traders 

Origin: Report of the first session of the Standing Com­
mittee on Trade (E/CN.l4/174 and Corr.l, para. 51 and 
E/CN.14/174/Add.2). 

Description: 

Training of retail distributors in African countries. 

Comment: 

A study to be prepared on the ways in which the Com­
mission can assist in the arranging of such training. 
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ANNEX II 

List of publications and principal documents issued since the fourth session of the Commission 

E/3586-E/CN.I4/168.- Annual report (19 February 1961 - 3 March 
1962) (Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Thirty­
fourth session, Supplement No. 10) 

E/CN.I4/169.- Report of the Expert Group Meeting on the 
Organization and Administration of Social Welfare Services 

E/CN.I4/170 and Add.!.- Report of the Workshop on Urbaniza­
tion in Africa 

E/CN.14/171.- Economic Bulletin for Africa, vol. II, No. 2 

E/CN.I4/172.- Report of the First Meeting of the Standing Com­
mittee of Direction of the African Institute for Economic De­
velopment and Planning 

E/CN.I4/173.- Report of the Seminar on Industrial Statistics 

E/CN.I4/174 and Corr.l, Add. I and 2. - Report of the First 
Session of the Standing Committee on Trade 

E/CN.I4/175.- The Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 

E/CN.I4/176/Rev.2. -Revised provisional agenda 

E/CN.I4/177.- Standing Committees 

E/CN.I4/178 and Add. I.- Report of the Executive Secretary on 
measures taken in pursuance of resolution 42 (IV) 

E/CN.I4/179 and Add.! and Corr.l and 2.- Report of the 
Executive Secretary on the work of the secretariat between the 
fourth and fifth sessions of the Commission 

E/CN.14/180.- Report of the Seminar on Urgent Administrative 
Problems of African Governments 

E/CN.14/181 and Corr.l.- Report on the food and agriculture 
situation in Africa 

E/CN.I4/182 and Add. I.- Report of the meeting of the Expert 
Group on Comprehensive Development Planning. 

E/CN.I4/183.- Action by the Economic and Social Council on 
the draft resolutions recommended by the Commission at its 
fourth session 

E/CN.I4/184.- Note by the Executive Secretary on the control and 
limitation of documentation 

E/CN.I4/185.- Organization of discussions 

E/CN.I4/186.- Report of the United Nations Seminar on Popula­
tion Problems in Africa 

E/CN.I4/187 and Add.!.- Report on the Second Session of 
the Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Community 
Development 

E/CN.l4/188.- Report on the community development activities 
of the Economic Commission for Africa in 1962 

E/CN.I4/189 and Corr.l.- Government expenditures and racial 
discrimination 

E/CN.14/190.- Note on Commission resolution 57 (IV) 
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E/CN.I4/191. -Report of the Expert Meeting on Housing Prob­
lems in Africa 

E/CN.14/192 and Corr.l and Add. I.-Report of the Working 
Party of the Whole of the Standing Committee on Industry and 
Natural Resources 

E/CN.14/193.- Report of the Eastern African Transport 
Conference 

E/CN.14/194 and Add. I.- Report on other activities on transport 

E/CN.14/195.-World Food Programme-report to the Eco­
nomic Commission for Africa 

E/CN.I4/196.- Atomic energy in Africa 

E/CN.l4/197 and Add. I.- Progress report on the African timber 
trends study 

E/CN.I4/198.- Progress report on the improvement of livestock 
production 

E/CN.14/199 and Add. I.-Report on the control of the desert 
locust 

E/CN.14/200.- Report on FAO/ECA Development Centre on 
Agricultural Credit for Africa 

E/CN.l4/201.- Note on summary report on irrigation schemes 
in Africa 

E/CN.14/202.- Economic Bulletin for Africa, Vol. III, No. 1 

E/CN.l4/203.- Report on the progress made on the establishment 
of the African institute for economic development and planning 

E/CN.14/204 and Add. I.- Report on the progress made on the 
establishment of an African development bank 

E/CN.14/205.- Report of the African meeting on commodity 
stabilization 

E/CN.l4/206 and Add.!.- Report of the Expert Panel on Transit 
Traffic in West Africa 

E/CN.14/207.- Information paper on recent developments in 
Western European economic grouping 

E/CN.14/208.- Educational development in Africa- implementa· 
tion of the Addis Ababa plan 

E/CN.14/209.- International economic assistance to Africa 

E/CN.14/210.- Information paper on technical assistance pro­
vided to countries and territories of the ECA region under the 
expanded and regular programmes 

E/CN.14/211.- International Bank for Reconstruction and De­
velopment technical assistance activities in Africa, 1961-1962 

E/CN.14/212.- Technical assistance activities of the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund in Africa 

E/CN.14/213.- UNICEF aid to programmes for children on the 
African continent 



E/CN.I4/214 and Add.!.- Information paper on the Special 
Fund activities in Africa 

E/CN.I4/215.- World Meteorological Organization technical 
assistance activities in Africa 

E/CN.I4/216.- International Telecommunication Union technical 
assistance activities in Africa in 1962 

E/CN.14/217.- World Health Organization international assis­
tance activities in Africa 

E/CN.14/218.- The role of UNESCO in training for public 
administration 

E/CN.I4/219.- Note on statistical development 

E/CN.14/220.- Report on regional consultations held in 1962 

E/CN.14/221.- Report of the Working Group on the adaptation 
of the UN system of national accounts for use in Africa 

E/CN.I4/222.- Report on the summer course in economics for 
African university students 

E/CN.I4/223.- In-service training 

E/CN.14/224. - Report on Statistical Training Centres 

E/CN.I4/225 and Add.1 (French only).- Report on trammg 
course in community development methods and techniques 

E/CN.I4/226.- Report on training course for customs officials 
in English-speaking countries of west Africa 

E/CN.14/227.- Report of the Executive Secretary on steps taken 
by the Secretary-General to implement resolution 50 (IV) 

E/CN.14/228.- Report on sub-regional offices of the Economic 
Commission for Africa 

E/CN.I4/230 and Add.1 and Corr.1, 2 and 3.- Programme of 
work and priorities for 1963-64 

E/CN.I4/23l.- Report of the Committee on the Programme of 
Work and Priorities 

E/CN.I4/232 and Add.! and Add.1/Corr.l.- Resolutions and 
decisions of interest to the Commission adopted by the Economic 
and Social Council at its thirty-third, thirty-fourth and resumed 
thirty-fourth sessions and by the General Assembly at its seven­
teenth session 

E/CN.14/233.- Report of the second meeting of the Standing 
Committee of direction of the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning 

ANNEX III 

Terms of reference of the Economic Commission for Africa 

As adopted by the Economic and Social Council at its twenty-fifth session (resolution 671 A (XXV)), and amended by the Council at its 
twenty-sixth session and revised in consequence of General Assembly resolution 1325 (X Ill) 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Having considered General Assembly resolution 1155 (XII) of 
26 NoYember 1957 recommending that, for the purpose of giving 
effective aid to the countries and territories of Africa, and in accor­
dance with Article 68 of the Charter of the United Nations, the Eco­
nomic and Social Council, at its next session, give prompt and 
favourable consideration to the establishment of an Economic 
Commission for Africa, 

Bcariug in miud the views expressed by the African countries 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, Sudan, Tunisia and 
the United Arab Republic," and by the United Kingdom of Great 
ilritain and Northern Ircland,b and the views of other delegations 
expressed in the Council, 

Estahlishcs an Economic Commission for Africa, with the 
following terms of reference: 

I. The Economic Commission for Africa, acting within the 
framework of the policies of the United Nations and subject to 
the general supervision of the Economic and Social Council, shall, 
provided that the Commission takes no action with respect to 
any country without the agreement of the Government of that 
country: 

(a) Initiate and participate in measures for facilitating concerted 
action for the economic development of Africa, including its social 
aspects, with a view to raising the level of economic activity and 
levels of living in Africa, and for maintaining and strengthening 
the economic relations of countries and territories of Africa, 
both among themselves and with other countries of the world; 

(b) Make or sponsor such investigations and studies of economic 
and technological problems and developments within the territories 

0 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Twenty­
fifth session, Annexes, agenda item 6, document E/3093. 

b Ibid., document E/3095. 

of Africa as the Commission deems appropriate, and disseminate 
the results of such investigations and studies; 

(c) Undertake or sponsor the collection, evaluation and dis­
semination of such economic, technological and statistical informa­
tion as the Commission deems appropriate; 

(d) Perform, within the available resources of its secretariat, 
such advisory services as the countries and territories of the region 
may desire, provided that such services do not overlap with those 
rendered by other bodies of the United Nations or by the specialized 
agencies; 

(e) Assist the Council at its request in discharging its functions 
within the region in conncxion with any economic problems, 
including problems in the field of technical assistance; 

(f) Assist in the formulation and development of co-ordinated 
policies as a basis for practical action in promoting economic and 
technological development in the region; 
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(g) In carrying out the above functions, deal as appropriate 
with the social aspects of economic development and the inter­
relationship of economic and social factors. 

2. The Commission is empowered to make recommendations 
on any matter within its competence directly to the Governments 
of the members or associate members concerned, to Governments 
admitted in a consultative cap::tcity, and to the specialized agencies. 
The Commission shall submit for prior consideration by the 
Economic and Social Council any of its proposals for activities 
that would have important effects on the economy of the world 
as a whole. 

3. The Commission may, after discussion with any specialized 
agency concerned and with the approval of the Economic and 
Social Council, establish such subsidiary bodies as it deemed 
appropriate for facilitating the carrying out of its responsibilities. 



4. The geographical scope of the Commission's work shall be 
the whole continent of Africa, Madagascar and other African 
islands. 

5. Membership of the Commission shall be open to : Algeria,C 
Burundi,ct Cameroun,' Central African Republic,' Chad,< Congo 
(Brazzaville),< Congo (Lcopoldvillc),< Dahomey,< Ethiopia, France, 
Gabon,< Ghana, Guinea/ Ivory Coast,< Liberia, Libya, Mada­
gascar,< Mali,u Mauritani:J,h Morocco, Niger,< Nigcria,t Portugal, 
Republic of South Africa, Rwanda,a Sencgal,u Sierra Leone,i 
Somalia,< Spain, the Sudan, Tanganyika,k Togo,< Tunisia, Uganda,' 
United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Upper Volta,• and to any State in the area which 
may hereafter become a member of the United Nations, provided 
that States which shall cease to have any territorial responsibilities 
in Africa shall cease to be members of the Commission. 

6. Any territory, or part of group thereof, within the geographical 
scope of the Commission's work may, on presentation of its applica­
tion to the Commission by the Member responsible for the interna­
tional rebtions of such territory, part or group of territories, be 
admitted by the Commission as an associate member of the Com­
mission. If it has become responsible for its own international 
relations, such territory, part or group of territories, may be ad­
mitted as a member of the Commission on itself presenting its 
application to the Economic and Social Council through the 
Commission. 

7. The following territories are admitted as associate members 
of the Commission in accordance with paragraph 6 above, without 
prejudice to applications which may be presented on behalf of other 
territories: Basutoland, Bechuanaland Protectorate and Swaziland,m 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland,m Fernando Poo,n Gambia, 
Kenya and Zanzibar, Mauritius Island,0 Rio Muni.n 

8. Representatives of associate members shall be entitled to 
participate without vote in all meetings of the Commission, whether 
sitting as commission or as committee of the whole. 

c Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 8 October 
1962. 

<1 Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 18 September 
1962. 

• Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 20 September 
1960. 

I Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 12 December 
1958. 

u Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 28 September 
1960. 

h Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 27 October 
1960. 

t Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 7 October 
1960. 

J Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 27 September 
1961. 

k Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 14 December 
1961. 

l Admitted as Member of the United Nations on 25 October 
1962. 

m Added to the list of associate members by the Commission 
at its 35th meeting on 7 February 1961 (third session). 

n Added to the list of associate members of the Commission 
at its 92nd meeting on 25 February 1963 (fifth session). 

o Added to the list of associate members by the Commission 
at its 83rd meeting on 19 February 1963 (fifth session). 
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9. Representatives of associate members shall be eligible to be 
appointed as members of any committee or any other subordinate 
body which may be set up by the Commission, and to hold office 
in such bodies. 

10. The Commission shall invite any Member of the United 
Nations not a member of the Commission to participate, in a 
consultative capacity, in its consideration of any matter of particular 
concern to that non-member, following the practices of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council. 

I 1. The Commission shall invite representatives of specialized 
agencies to attend its meetings and to participate, without vote, 
in its deliberations with respect to items on its agenda relating to 
matters within the scope of their activities; and it may invite obser­
vers from such other inter-governmental organizations as it may 
consider desirable, in accordance with the practices of the Economic 
and Social Council. 

12. The Commission shall take measures to ensure that the neces­
sary liaison shall be maintained with other organs of the United 
Nations and with the specialized agencies, with special attention 
to the avoidance of a duplication of effort. The Commission shall 
establish appropriate liaison and co-operation with other regional 
economic commissions in accordance with the resolutions and 
directives of the Economic and Social Council and the General 
Assembly. 

13. The Commission may establish such liaison as it deems 
appropriate with inter-governmental organizations in Africa operat­
ing in the same field. 

14. The Commission shall make arrangements for consultation 
with non-governmental organizations which have been granted 
consultative status by the Economic and Social Council, in accor­
dance with the principles approved by the Council for this purpose. 

15. The Commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure, 
including the method of selecting its chairman and other officers. 

16. The administrative budget of the Commission shall be 
financed from the funds of the United Nations. 

17. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall appoint 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission. The staff of the Com­
mission shall form part of the Secretariat of the United Nations. 

18. The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social 
Council once a year a full report on its activities and plans, including 
those of any subsidiary bodies. 

19. The headquarters of the Commission and its secretariat shall 
be located in Africa. The site of the headquarters shall be decided 
by the Economic and Social Council in consultation with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. ~' The Commission may 
in due course also establish such sub-regional offices as it may 
find necessary. 

20. The first session of the Commission shall be called by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations as soon as practicable, 
but not later than the end of 1958. The Commission shall at each 
session decide upon the locality of the meeting of its next session, 
due consideration being given to the principle that the Commission 
should meet at its headquarters or in the different countries of 
Africa. 

21. The Economic and Social Council shall, from time to time, 
make special reviews of the work of the Commission. 

P At its 1018th meeting on 29 April 1958, the Council decided 
to choose by ballot among the five sites proposed as the head­
quarters of the Economic Commission for Africa. Addis Ababa 
was chosen as the headquarters of the Commission. 



ANNEX IV 

Rules of procedure of the Economic Commission for Africa 

As adopted at the first session of the Commission (E(CN.I4/3(Rev.1) 

I. SESSIONS 

DATE AND PLACE OF SESSIONS 

Rule 1 

Sessions of the Commission shall be held: 

(a) At a date recommended by the Commission at a previous 
session after consultation with the Secretary-General, and approved 
by the Economic and Social Council: 

(b) Within forty-five days of a request to that effect by the 
Council; 

(c) At the request of the majority of the members of the Com­
mission, after consultation with the Executive Secretary; 

(d) On such other occasions as the Chairman, in consultation 
with the Vice-Chairmen and the Executive Secretary, deems 
necessary. 

Rule 2 

Each session convened in pursuance of sub-paragraph (a) of 
rule 1 shall be held at a place decided upon by the Commission 
at a previous session, due consideration being given to the principle 
that the Commission should meet at its headquarters or in the 
different countries of Africa. 

Sessions convened in pursuance of sub-paragraphs (b), (c) or (d) 
of rule 1 shall be held at a place determined by the Secretary­
General in consultation with the Chairman of the Commission. 

Rule 3 

At the request of the majority of the members of the Commission, 
or in special cases, the date and place of the session may be altered 
by the Secretary-General in consultation with the Chairman of 
the Commission and the Council's Interim Committee on Pro­
gramme of Conferences. 

NOTIFICATION OF DATE OF OPENING 

Rule 4 

The Executive Secretary shall notify the members and the 
associate members of the Commission of the date and place of the 
first meeting of each session at least forty-two days before the 
commencement of the session. Such notification shall also be 
made to the specialized agencies and to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, to inter-governmental organizations in Africa 
operating in the same field as the Commission with which liaison 
has been established by the Commission, to the non-governmental 
organizations in category A and to the appropriate non-govern­
mental organizations in category B and on the Register. 

II. AGENDA 

DRAWING UP AND COMMUNICATION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

Rule 5 

The provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by 
the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chairman of the 
Commission and shall be communicated in three copies, together 
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with the basic documents relating to each item, to the members 
and associate members of the Commission and to the organs, 
agencies and organizations referred to in rule 4 not later than 
forty-two days prior to the opening of the session. 

Rule 6 

The provisional agenda shall include items proposed by: 

(a) The Commission at a previous session; 

(b) The Economic and Social Council; 

(c) Any member or associate member of the Commission; 

(d) The Chairman of the Commission; 

(e) The Executive Secretary; 

(f) A subsidiary body of the Commission; 

(g) A specialized agency or the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, in accordance with the agreements concluded between the 
United Nations and such agencies; 

(h) Non-governmental organizations in category A, subject to 
the provisions of rule 8. 

Rule 7 

Before the Executive Secretary places an item proposed by a 
specialized agency on the provisional agenda, he shall carry out 
with the agency concerned such preliminary consultations as may 
be necessary. 

Rule 8 

Non-governmental organizations in category A may propose 
items on matters within their competence for the provisional 
agenda of the Commission, subject to the following conditions: 

(a) An organization which intends to propose such an item shall 
inform the Executive Secretary at least seventy days before the 
commencement of the session, and before formally proposing an 
item, shall give due consideration to any comments the Executive 
Secretary may make; 

(b) The proposal shall be formally submitted with the relevant 
basic documentation not less than fifty-six days before the com­
mencement of the session. 

ADOPTION OF TilE AGENDA 

Rule 9 

The first item on the provisional agenda of any session after 
the election of the Chairman shall be the adoption of the agenda. 

REVISION OF THE AGENDA 

Rule 10 

After the agenda has been adopted the Commission may amend 
it at any time. In the event that a member Government does not 
receive the reports, studies and documents to be considered during 
a session forty-two days in advance, it shall have the right to 
request that the items to which those reports, studies and docu­
ments refer should be excluded from the agenda, and the Com­
mission shall immediately grant such a request. 



Notwithstanding the foregoing prov1s1ons, if, when an item is 
submitted for consideration by the Commission, three-quarters or 
more of the members accredited to attend a given session insist 
that it should ne1·erthele>> be discu>sed, that majority decision 
shall prevail. 

Jll. RI:PR[SENTATION AND CREDENTIALS 

Rule If 

Each member and associate member shall be represented on 
the Commission by an accredited representative. 

Rule /2 

A representative m:-~y be accompanied to the sessions of the 
Commission by :-~lternate represent:-~tivcs and advisers and, when 
absent, he may be replaced by an alternate representative. 

Rule 13 

The credenti:-~ls of represent:-ttives and the names of alternate 
representatives and advisers shall be submitted to the Executive 
Secretary before the first meeting which the representatives are 
to attend. The Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen shall examine 
the credentials and submit their report to the Commission. This 
rule shall not, however, prevent a member or associate member 
from changing its representatives, alternate representatives or 
advisers subsequently, subject to proper submission and examina­
tion of credentials, where needed. 

IV. OFFICERS 

ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN 

Rule 14 

The Commission shall, at the commencement of the first session 
held in the course of e::~ch year, elect from among the representatives 
of members a Chairman, a First Vice-Ch::~irm::~n and a Second 
Vice-Chairman. 

TERMS OF OFFICE 

Rule 15 

The officers of the Commission shall hold office until their suc­
cessors are elected. They shall be eligible for re-election. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN 

Rule 16 

If the Chairman is absent from a meeting or any part thereof, 
the First Vice-Chairman or, in the latter's absence, the Second 
Vice-Chairman, shall preside. A Vice-Chairman acting as Ch::~ir­
man shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman. 

REPLACEMENT OF CHAIRMAN 

Rule 17 

If the Chairman ceases to represent a member of the Com­
mission, or is so incapacitated that he can no longer hold office, 
the First Vice-Chairman shall become Chairman for the unex­
pired portion of the term. If the First Vice-Chairman also ceases 
to represent a member of the Commission or is so incapacitated 
that he can no longer hold office, the Second Vice-Chairman shall 
become Chairman for the unexpired portion of the term. 
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VOTING RIGHTS OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Rule 18 

The Chairman or a Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall 
participate in the meetings of the Commission in that capacity 
and not as the representative of the member by whom he is accre­
dited. In such case an alternate representative shall be entitled to 
represent the member concerned in the meetings of the Commis­
sion and exercise the right to vote. 

V. CoMMITTEE OF THE CoMMISSION 

Rule 19 

At each session, the Commission may set up such committees 
of the whole or committees of limited membership as it deems 
necessary and refer to them any questions of the agenda for study 
and report. The Commission may, in consultation with the Executive 
Secretary, authorize such committees to meet while the Commis­
sion is not in session. 

Rule 20 

The members of the committees of the Commission shall be 
nominated by the Chairman, subject to the approval by the Com­
mission, unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

Rule 21 

These rules of procedure shall apply to the proceedings of the 
committees, unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

VI. SECRETARIAT 

Rule 22 

The Executive Secretary shall act in that capacity at all meetings 
of the Commission, its committees and subsidiary bodies. He may 
designate another member of the staff to take his place at any 
meeting. 

Rule 23 

The Executive Secretary shall direct the staff provided by the 
Secretary-General and required by the Commission and any sub­
sidiary bodies thereof. 

Rule 24 

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for keeping the 
members and associate members of the Commission informed of 
any questions which may be brought before it for consideration. 

Rule 25 

At the beginning of e::~ch session the Executive Secretary shall 
present a report on the work programme of the secretariat during 
the period between the previous and the current session. In the 
periods between sessions, the Executive Secretary shall see that in 
so far as possible, members and associate members are informed 
of the results of the work in progress and of the opinions expressed 
by Governments of members and associate members regarding 
such results. 

Rule 26 

The Executive Secretary or his representative may, subject to 
rule 41, make oral as well as written statements to the Commission, 
its committees and its subsidiary bodies concerning any question 
under consideration. 



Rule 27 

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for all the necessary 
arrangements for meetings of the Commission, its committees and 
its subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 28 

The secretariat shall interpret speeches made at meetings; shall 
receive, translate and circulate the documents of the Commission, 
its committees and its subsidiary bodies; shall publish and circulate 
the records of the sessions, the resolutions of the Commission and 
the relevant documentation required. It shall have the custody 
of the documents in the archives of the Commission and generally 
perform all other work which the Commission may require. 

Rule 29 

Before any proposal which involves expenditure from United 
Nations funds is approved by the Commission or by any of its 
subsidiary bodies, the Executive Secretary shall prepare and cir­
culate to members, as early as possible, a separate estimate of the 
cost of the proposal. It shall be the duty of the Chairman to draw 
the attention of the members to this estimate and invite discussions 
on it when the proposal is considered by the Commission or by 
a subsidiary body. 

Rule 30 

The Executive Secretary in carrying out his functions shall act 
under the authority and on behalf of the Secretary-General. 

VII. LANGUAGES 

WORKING LANGUAGES 

Rule 31 

English and French shall be the working languages of the Com­
mission. 

INTERPRETATION FROM A WORKING LANGUAGE 

Rule 32 

Speeches made in either of the working languages shall be 
interpreted into the other working language. 

INTERPRETATION FROM OTHER LANGUAGES 

Rule 33 

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than 
the working languages. In this case he shall himself provide for 
the interpretation into one of the working languages. The inter­
pretation into the other working language by an interpreter of 
the secretariat may be based on the interpretation given in a 
working language. 

LANGUAGE OF RECORDS 

Rule 34 

Records shall b::: drawn up in the working languages. 

LANGUAGE OF RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER FORMAL ACTIONS 

Rule 35 

All resolutions, recommendations and other formal decisions of 
the Commission, including the annual reports referred to in rule 69, 
shall be made available in the working languages. 
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VIII. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS 

Rule 36 

The meetings of the Commission shall be held in public unless 
the Commission decides otherwise. 

Rule 37 

At the close of each private meeting the Commission may 
issue a communique through the Executive Secretary. 

IX. RECORDS 

SUMMARY RECORDS OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Rule 38 

Summary records of the meetings of the Commission shall be 
kept by the secretariat. They shall be sent as soon as possible to 
the representatives of members and associate members and to the 
representatives of any other Government, agency or organization 
which participated in the meetings concerned. Such representatives 
shall inform the secretariat not later than seventy-two hours after 
the circulation of any summary records of any changes they wish 
to have made. Any disagreement concerning such changes shall 
be referred to the Chairman, whose decision shall be final. 

Rule 39 

The corrected version of the summary records of public meetings 
shall be distributed as soon as possible in accordance with the 
practices of the Economic and Social Council. This shall include 
distribution to associate members, to inter-governmental organiza­
tions in Africa operating in the same field as the Commission with 
which liaison has been established by the Commission, to non­
governmental organizations in category A and to the appropriate 
non-governmental organizations in category B and on the Register 
and, on appropriate occasions, to representatives of Governments 
admitted to participate in the deliberations of the Commission in 
a consultative capacity. 

RECORDS OF THE PRIVATE MEETINGS 

Rule 40 

The corrected version of the summary records of private meetings 
shall be distributed as soon as possible to the members and associate 
members of the Commission and to any other representatives of 
Governments, agencies or organizations which may have par­
ticipated in such private meeting<>. They shall be made public at 
such time and under such conditions as the Commission may 
decide. 

RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER FORMAL ACTIONS 

Rule 41 

As soon as possible, the text of all reports, resolutions, recom­
mendations and other formal decisions made by the Commission, 
its committees and its subsidiary bodies, shall be distributed to 
the members and associate members of the Commission, to the 
other regional economic commissions, to the specialized agencies 
and to the International Atomic Energy Agency, to inter-govern­
mental organizations in Africa operating in the same field as the 
Commission with which liaison has been established by the Com­
mission, to the non-governmental organizations in category A 
and to the appropriate non-governmental organizations in cate­
gory B and on the Register. 



X. CONDUCT OF DUSJNESS 

QUORUM 

Rule 42 

A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute 
a quorum. 

POW[RS OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Rule 43 

In addition to exerc1smg the powers conferred upon him else­
where by these rules, the Chairman shall declare the opening and 
closing of each meeting of the Commission, shall direct the discus­
sion, ensure the observance of these rules, and shall accord the 
right to speak, put questions to the vote, and announce decisions. 
The Chairman, subject to these rules, shall have control of the 
proceedings of the Commission and over the maintenance of order 
at its meetings. He shall rule on points of order and shall have, in 
particular, the power to propose adjournment or closure of the 
debate or adjournment or suspension of a meeting. 

Debate shall be confined to the question before the Commission 
and the Chairman may call a speaker to order if his remarks are 
not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

POINTS OF ORDER 

Rule 44 

During the discussion of any matter a representative may at any 
time raise a point of order and the point of order shall be imme­
diately decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of 
procedure. A representative may appeal against the ruling of the 
Chairman. The appeal shall be immediately put to the vote, and 
the ruling of the Chairman shall stand unless overruled by a 
majority of the members present and voting. 

A representative may not in raising a point of order speak on 
the substance of the matter under discussion. 

ADJOURNMENT OF DEDATE 

Rule 45 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In 
addition to the proposer of the motion, one representative may 
speak in favour of and one against the motion, after which the 
motion shall be immediately put to the vote. 

TIME LIMIT ON SPEECHES 

Rule 46 

The Commission may limit the time allowed to each speaker and 
the number of times each representative may speak on any question, 
except on procedural questions, when the Chairman shall limit each 
intervention to a maximum of five minutes. When debate is limited 
and a representative exceeds his allotted time, the Chairman shall 
call him to order without delay. 

CLOSING OF LIST OF SPEAKERS 

Rule 47 

During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the 
list of speakers and, with the consent of the Commission, declare 
the list closed. The Chairman may, however, accord the right of 
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reply to any representative if, in his opm10n, a speech delivered 
after he has declared the list closed makes this desirable. When 
the debate on an item is concluded because there are no other 
speakers, the Chairman shall declare the debate closed. Such closure 
shall have the same effect as closure by the consent of the 
Commission. 

CLOSURE OF DEBATE 

Rule 48 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other represen­
tative has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the 
closure of the debate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing 
the closure, after which the motion shall be immediately put to 
the vote. 

SUSPENSION OR ADJOURNMENT OF TilE MEETING 

Rule 49 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. No discussion 
on such motions shall be permitted, and they shall be immediately 
put to the vote. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 

Rule 50 

Subject to rule 42, the following motions shall have precedence 
in the following order over all other proposals or motions before 
the meeting: 

(I) To suspend the meeting; 

(2) To adjourn the meeting; 

(3) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 

(4) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion. 

SUBMISSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND SUBSTANTIVE 

AMENDMENTS OR MOTIONS 

Rule 51 

Draft resolutions shall be introduced in writing and handed to 
the Executive Secretary, who shall circulate copies to representatives 
twenty-four hours before they arc discussed and voted upon, 
unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

Rule 52 

Upon request of any member or associate member the text of 
any proposal or amendment thereto made by another member or 
associate member shall be handed over to the Chairman in writing 
and shall be read by him before any further speaker is called upon, 
and also immediately before a vote is taken on such a proposal 
or amendment. The Chairman may direct that any proposal or 
amendment be circulated to the representatives present before a 
vote is taken. This rule shall not apply to procedural motions 
such as those referred to in rule 48. 

DECISION ON COMPETENCE 

Rule 53 

Subject to rule 50, any motion calling for a decision on the 
competence of the Commission to adopt a proposal submitted to 
it shall be put to the vote immediately before a vote is taken on the 
proposal in question. 



WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS 

Rule 54 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been 
amended. A motion which has thus been withdrawn may be 
reintroduced by any representative. 

XI. VoTING 

VOTING RIGHTS 

Rule 55 

Each member of the Commission shall have one vote. 

MAJORITY REQUIRED AND MEANING OF THE EXPRESSION 

" MEMBERS PRESENT AND VOTING " 

Rule 56 

Decisions of the Commission shall be made by a majority of 
the members present and voting. 

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase " members present 
and voting" means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. 
Members who abstain from voting arc considered as not voting. 

METHOD OF VOTING 

Rule 57 

Subject to rule 60, the Commission shall normally vote by show 
of hands, except that any member may request a roll-call, which 
shall then be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names 
of the members, beginning with the State whose name is drawn 
by lot by the Chairman. 

RECORDING OF ROLL-CALL 

Rule 58 

The vote of each member participating in any roll-call shall be 
inserted in the record. 

CONDUCT DURING VOTING 

Rule 59 

After the voting has commenced, no member shall interrupt 
the voting except on a point of order in connexion with the actual 
conduct of the voting. Brief statements by representatives consisting 
solely of explanations of their votes may be permitted by the Chair­
man, if he deems it necessary, before the voting has commenced 
or after the voting has been completed. 

DIVISION OF PROPOSALS 

Rule 60 

The Commission may, at the request of a representative, decide 
to put a motion or resolution to the vote in parts. If this is done, 
the text resulting from the series of votes shall be put to the vote 
as a whole. If all the operative parts of a proposal have been re­
jected, the proposal shall be considered to have been rejected as a 
whole. 
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VOTING ON AMENDMENTS 

Rule 61 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment 
shall be voted on first. When two or more amendments arc moved 
to a proposal, the Commission shall first vote on the amendment 
furthest removed in substance from the original proposal and then 
on the amendment next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, 
until all amendments have been put to the vote. If one or more 
amendments arc adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted 
upon. If no amendments arc adopted, the proposal shall be put to 
the vote in its original form. 

A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it adds to, 
deletes from or revises that proposal. 

VOTING ON PROPOSALS 

Rule 62 

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the Commis­
sion shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the 
order in which they have been submitted. 

The Commission may, after each vote on a proposal, decide 
whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Any motions requiring that no decision be taken on the substance 
of such proposals shall, however, be considered as previous ques­
tions and shall be put to the vote before them. 

ELECTIONS 

Rule 63 

All elections of individuals shall be decided by secret ballot 
unless, in the absence of objections, the Commission decides 
otherwise. 

Rule 64 

If one elective place is to be filled and no candidate obtains in 
the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, 
confined to the two candidates obtaining the largest number of 
votes. If in the second ballot the votes arc equally divided, the 
Chairman shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 

In the case of a tic in the first ballot, among the candidates 
obtaining the second largest number of votes, a special ballot 
shall be held for the purpose of reducing the number of candidates 
to two. In the case of a tic among three or more candidates obtain­
ing the largest number of votes, a second ballot shall be held; 
if a tic results among more than two c~mdidatcs, the number shall 
be reduced to two by lot. 

Rule 65 

When two or more elective places arc to be filled at one time 
under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining a majority 
on the first ballot shall be elected. 

If the number of candidates obtaining such majority is less than 
the number of places to be filled, there shall be held additional 
ballots to fill the remaining places. The voting will be restricted 
to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the 
previous ballot, who shall number not more than twice the places 
remaining to be filled. However, in the case of a tie between a 
greater number of unsuccessful candidates, a special ballot shall 
be held for the purpose of reducing the number of candidates to 
the required number. 

If three restricted ballots are inconclusive, unrestricted ballots 
shall follow in which votes may be cast for any eligible person or 



member. If three such unrestricted ballots arc inconclusive, the 
next three ballots (subject to exception in the case similar to that 
of the tie mentioned at the end of the previous p:tragraph of this 
rule) shall be restricteJ to the candidates obtaining the greatest 
number of votes in th..: third of the unrestricted ballots. The number 
of such candidates sh:tll not be more than twice the places remaining 
to be filled. 

The following three ballots thcn:aftcr shall be unrestricted, and 
so on, until all the places an: filled. 

EQUALLY DIVID ED VOHS 

Rule 66 

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the 
proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

XII. SUllS!DIARY BODIES 

Rule 67 

The Commission may, after consultation with any specialized 
agency concerned, and with the approval of the Economic and 
Social Council, set up such continually acting subsidiary bodies 
as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions and 
shall define the powers and composition of each of them. 

Rule 68 

Subsidiary bodies shall adopt their own rules of procedure 
unless otherwise decided by the Commission. 

XIII. REPORTS 

Rule 69 

The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social 
Council once a year a full report on its activities and plans, includ­
ing those of any subsidairy bodies. 

XIV. PARTICIPATION OF MEMllERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

NOT MEMIJERS or TilE COMMISSION 

Rule 70 

The Commission shall invite any Member of the United Nations 
not a member of the Commission to participate in its deliberations 
on any matter which the Commission considers is of a particular 
concern to that Member. Any Member thus invited shall not have 
the right to vote but may submit proposals which may be put to 
the vote by a request of any member of the Commission. 

Rule 71 

A committee may invite any Member of the United Nations 
which is not one of its own members to participate in its delibera­
tions on any matter which the Committee considers of a particular 
concern to that Member. Any Member so invited shall not have 
the right to vote, but may submit proposals which may be put to 
the vote by a request of any member of the Committee. 

XV. PARTICIPATION OF, AND CONSULTATION WITH, 

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

Rule 72 

In accordance with the agreements concluded between the 
United Nations and the specialized agencies, the agreements con-
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eluded between the United Nations and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, and the terms of reference of the Commission, 
the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency shall be entitled to be represented at meetings of the 
Commission and its committees, to participate through their repre­
sentatives in the deliberations with respect to items relating to 
matters within the scope of their activities, and to submit proposals 
regarding such items, which may be put to the vote on request of 
any member of the Commission or the Committees concerned. 

XVI. CONSULTATIONS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Rule 73 

Non-governmental organizations in categories A and B and on 
the Register may designate authorized representatives to sit as 
observers at public meetings of the Commission. 

Rule 74 

Written statements relevant to the work of the Commission or 
its subsidiary bodies may be submitted by organizations in cate­
gories A and B on subjects for which these organizations have a 
special competence. Such statements shall be circulated by the 
Executive Secretary to the members and associate members of 
the Commission except those statements which have become 
obsolete, e.g., those dealing with matters already disposed of. 

Rule 75 

The following conditions shall be observed regarding the sub­
mission and circulation of such written statements: 

(a) The written statement shall be submitted in one of the 
working languages of the Commission; 

(b) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate con­
sultation to take place between the Executive Secretary and the 
organization before circulation; 

(c) The organization shall give due consideration to any com­
ments which the Executive Secretary may make in the course of 
such consultation before transmitting the statement in final form; 

(d) A written statement submitted by an organization in cate­
gory A or B will be circulated in full if it docs not exceed 2,000 
words. Where a statement is in excess of 2,000 words, the organiza­
tion shall submit a summary which will be circulated or shall 
supply sufficient copies of the full text in the working languages 
for distribution. A statement will also be circulated in full, how­
ever, upon the specific request of the Commission; 

(e) The Executive Secretary may invite organizations on the 
Register to submit written statements. The provisions of para­
graphs (a), (c) and (d) above shall apply to such statements; 

(f) A written statement or summary, as the case may be, will 
be circulated by the Executive Secretary in the working languages 
of the Commission. 

Rule 76 

The Commission and its subsidiary bodies may consult with 
organizations in category A or B either directly or through a 
committee or committees established for the purpose. In all cases, 
such consultations may be arranged on the invitation of the Com­
mission or the subsidiary body or on the request of the organization. 

On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary and at the 
request of the Commission or one of its subsidiary bodies, organi­
zations on the Register may also be heard by the Commission or 
its subsidiary bodies. 

Rule 77 

The Commission may recommend that an organization which 
has special competence in a particular field should undertake 



specific studies or investigations or prepare specific papers for 
the Commission. The limitations of rule 75 (d) shall not apply 
in this case. 

XVII. AMENDMENTS AND SUSPENSIONS OF RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Rule 78 

Any of these rules may be amended or suspended by the Com­
mission. 
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Rule 79 

These rules may not be amended until the Commission has 
received the report on the proposed amendments from a com­
mittee of the Commission. 

Rule 80 

A rule of procedure may be suspended by the Commission 
provided that twenty-four hours' notice of the proposal for the 
suspension has been given. The notice may be waived if no member 
objects. 
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