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PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 1977-1981 

Introduction '::/ 

1. General 

The Commission's programme of work for 1977-1981, as considered and approved 
at the thirty-second session of the Commission, 11 is reproduced in this part of 
the Commission's Report to the Economic and Social Council. 

The work programme of the Commission is divided into the following programme 
categories: 

01 - The Commission 

Ol(A) - Policy and co-ordination 

Ol(B) - Engineering industries 

Ol(C) - General energy problems 

Ol(D) - Standardization 

Ol(E) - Automation 

02 -Agriculture 

03 - Chemicals 

04 - Coal 

05 - Environment 

06 - Electric power 

2. Proeramme changes 

07 - Gas 

08 - Housing, building and planning 

09 - Inland transport 

10 - Science and technology 

11 - Economic plans , programmes and 
perspectives 

12 - Statistics 

13 - Steel 

14 - Timber 

15 - Trade 

16 - Water problems 

The analytical comparison of changes between the previous and the new 
programme of work - pursuant to operative paragraph 11 of Council 
resolution 1367 (Y.LV) - could not be prepared this year in view of basic 
differences in the format and presentation resulting from the implementation of 
Commission resolution 1 (XXXI). 

'::/ Editorial note: The Executive Secretary has made certain adjustments in 
the numbering of programme category 01. as requested by the Commission (see 
Part III, paragraph 334). 

11 See above, paragraphs 345 to 354 and Commission resolution 1 (XXXII). 
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Ol(A) - POLICY AND CO-ORDINATION 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

WORK AREA Ol(A).l: ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION AS A WHOLE AND 
PROGRAMMES OF WORK AND PRIORITIES 

Ol(A).l.l. Review and guidance of the activities of the 
Commission as a whole: evaluation, co-ordination 
and formulation of programmes of work 

Description: At its annual sessions the Commission will 
consider its work as a whole; review and evaluate its own 
activity as well as that of its subsidiary bodies; guide 
the policy orientation, co-ordination and planning of the 
work carried out by the subsidiary bodies under its auspices; 
and formulate and approve its programme of work. 

Method of work: The Commission will perform this function 
with the assistance of its Sessional Committee as 
appropriate, by considering at its annual sessions, the 
reports of its subsidiary bodies on their work and the 
Executive Secretary's reports on the implementation of its 
relevant resolutions and decisions. The Commission will 
consider and approve annually its programme of work which 
will cover the next five years and will incorporate the 
programmes of work of its Principal Subsidiary Bodies. The 
approved programme of work will be submitted by the 
Commission in its Annual Report to the Economic and Social 
Council for its endorsement. The agreed policy guidance -
which will include measures for co-ordination, integration 
and concentration of all activities carried out under the 
Commission's auspices- will be embodied in its resolutions 
and decisions for implementation, as appropriate, by the 
Governments, by the Commission's subsidiary bodies and its 
secretariat. 

Ol(A).l.2. The work and future activities of the Commission 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its resolution 1 (Xl~QI) 

I. In section I of this resolution it: 

(a) called upon the Governments of member countries to 
continue to take full advantage of the potential of the ECE 
as an instrument for developing their multilateral 
co-operation; 

(b) reaffirmed the determination of member Governments to 
implement, within the framework of the competence of the 
Commission, the pertinent provisions of the Final Act of 

cont. 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

the CSCE calling for multilateral implementation, making 
appropriate adaptations to the Commission's programme of 
work, seeking further to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of its activities, and considering whether 
adaptations to its structure and working methods are 
desirable to this end; 

(c) welcomed the constructive report prepared by the 
Executive Secretary on the future activities of the 
Commission and the implementation of the Final Act of 
the CSCE and took note of the report which he had prepared 
in accordance with decision D (x;ar); 

(d) requested the Executive Secretary to transmit the 
present resolution, together with document E/ECE/911, and 
the views expressed or agreed in relation thereto by 
member Governments at the thirty-second session to the 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission for their 
guidance; 

(e) approved its programme of work for 1977-78 and 
endorsed in principle, subject to review at its 
thirty-third session, its long-term programme of work 
for 1978-1981; 

(f) requested its subsidiary bodies, as well as the 
Executive Secretary, to take into account in their work 
and when reviewing their respective short- and long-term 
programmes this resolution, the decisions of the Commission, 
and the points raised by delegations and reported in the 
relevant passages of the summary records and the report of 
the thirty-second session; 

(g) requested its subsidiary bodies also to take into 
account when reviewing their programmes the provision of the 
Final Act dealing with the interests of countries which are 
developing from an economic point of view; and 

(h) reaffirmed its wish that the Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
should continue to pay special attention to the topics in the 
Final Act requiring multilateral implementation and referred 
to in the section entitled "Co-operation in the field of 
economics, of science and technology and of the Environment", 
as is provided for in decision D (XY.XI); and asked the 
Executive Secretary to prepare a report to the 
thirty-third session on progress in these areas. 
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II. In section II of this resolution, the Commission: 

(a) invited the Executive Secretary, in consultation with 
member Governments and with the assistance of the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, to 
carry out a detailed analysis of topics which, in the light 
of the views of member Governments, may be appropriate for 
consideration at a high-level meeting within the framework 
of the ECE on the protection of the environment; 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

(b) requested the Executive Secretary to present to the 
thirty-third session of the Commission for its consideration 
and decision a report on the analysis mentioned above as well 
as one on the modalities of organizing such a high-level 
meeting and on the procedural and organizational issues 
related thereto; 

(c) agreed that with a view to taking a decision the 
Commission will consider constructively at its 
thirty-third session, in the light of the Executive 
Secretary's reports and against the criteria set out 
earlier in this resolution, the holding as soon as 
practicable of such a high-level meeting; 

(d) drew to tr.e attention of member Governments the 
discussion at the thirty-second session of the Commission 
on the Soviet Government's proposal for the holding of all­
European congresses in the fields of transport and energy, 
and recalled the suggestion in decision B(Y~) that 
member Governments should study the proposal thoroughly in 
the light of discussion in the Commission and the relevant 
provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE; and 

(e) asked the Executive Secretary to circulate such views 
in regard to the proposal as member Governments may wish to 
communicate to him. 

III. In section III of this resolution the Commission 
invited the Executive Secretary to inform the meeting [at 
the level of representatives appointed by Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs] in Belgrade, if invited to do so by 
the participating States, of the progress made in the ECE 
on the implementation of the pertinent provisions of the 
Final Act as well as of the possibilities open to the 
Commission for contributing further to the implementation 
of the Final Act. 



Ol(A).l.3. Economic co-operation in the Mediterranean in 
the light of the Final Act of the CSCE 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision B()::XXII) in which it: 

(a) noted the report of the Executive Secretary, pursuant 
to decision A (;::x;:r), on the encoura.gement of economic 
co-operation in the Mediterranean in the light of the 
Final Act of the CSCE; 

(b) noted with satisfaction the positive responses of the 
ECA and the ECWA, as well as other international 
organizations and specialized agencies; and requested the 
Executive Secretary to continue the worl{ in this field., and 
to submit to the Commission conclusions thereon in the 
report mentioned in paragraph (f) below; 

(c) recommended that its Principal Subsidiary Bodies should 
pay due regard to projects and activities of interest to the 
Mediterranean countries of the ECE region; 

(d) requested the Executive Secretary to transmit ECE 
documentation of interest and relevance directly to all 
Mediterranean countries non members of the Commission; 

(e) agreed that, in carrying out the provisions of this 
decision, and in exercise of the Commission's prerogatives 
under paragraph 11 of the terms of reference, all 
Mediterranean states non members of the ECE shall be 
invited to participate in accordance with that paragraph 
of the terms of reference; and 

(f) requested the Executive Secretary to prepare for the 
thirty-third session a report on the implementation of 
this decision. 

Ol(A).l.4. Selected topics for special attention 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision C(XXXII) in which it: 

(a) agreed that special attention should be accorded to 
[transboundary air pollution] problems in all relevant 
aspects of the work of the Commission during the 
coming year; and 

E/5944/Add.l 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 
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(b) requested the Executive Secretary, consulting member 
States through an appropriate ad hoc machinery within the 
ECE, to prepare specific proposals for measures designed to 
lead to the solution of transboundary air pollution 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

problems in the region, such as the harmonization of emission 
control policies; and to report accordingly to the 
thirty-third session of the Commission. 

Ol(A).l.S. Concentration and integration of the Commission's 
programmes of work 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision D (x;:nr) in which it requested the 
Executive Secretary to submit to the member Governments 
well ahead of the thirty-third session, a report on the 
activities in the field of trade from the point of view of 
concentration, integration and co-ordination, to be further 
discussed at that session, taking into account the comments 
made by the Committee on the Development of Trade. 

Ol(A).l.6. Problems of land use and land-use planning in 
the ECE region 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision E (XXXII) in which it: 

(a) requested the Executive Secretary in consultation with 
member Governments to consider convening, before the 
thirty-third session, an ad hoc consultative meeting of 
governmental experts representing relevant disciplines to 
undertake, in co-operation with other international 
organizations concerned, the following tasks: 

(i) to identify the problem areas in land use and 
land-use planning requiring international 
co-operation; and 

(ii) to make proposals and recommendations so that 
these problems are fully taken into consideration 
in the overall ECE activities; 

(b) asked the Executive Secretary to bring this decision to 
the attention of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned, 
which meet prior to the ad hoc meeting and to invite them to 
make their contributions; and 

(c) invited the Executive Secretary to present to the 
thirty-third session a report on the implementation of this 
decision. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

Ol(A) ,1. 7. Dissemination of information 

Description: At its thirty-second session, the Commission 
adopted its decision F (XYJCII) in which it requested its 
competent subsidiary bodies to systematically examine their 
studies and reports with an aim to releasing as many of them 
as possible when completed to the public domain. 

WORK AREA Ol(A) .2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEN'.rS, PROBLEMS AND 
PROSPECTS IN THE ECE REGION 

Ol(A).2.1. Review of economic developments, problems and 
prospects in the ECE region 

Description: At its annual sessions the Commission will review 
economic developments, problems and prospects in the 
ECE region. 

Method of work: The Commission will review annually the 
economic situation in its region using as background 
documentation the annual economic surveys, economic 
bulletins and other special studies and statistical 
bulletins prepared and published by the secretariat. 

Ol(A).2.2. The overall economic perspective for the ECE 
region up to 1990 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision G (HXII) in which it: 

(a) took note with appreciation of the work accomplished 
so far by the Senior Economic Advisers in the elaboration 
of the Overall Economic Perspective; 

(b) further noted that the main purposes of the study on 
the Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE region up 
to 1990 were: 

to provide ECE Governments and Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies of the Commission with overall economic 
views on the development of the region in the context 
of the world economy; and 

to identify long-term economic problems of common 
interest thus allowing member States to more easily 
visualize future new areas for mutually beneficial 
co-operation especially between member countries with 
different social and economic systems; 

cont. 
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(c) endorsed the plans made by the Senior Economic Advisers 
at their fourteenth session to pursue their work on the 
Overall Economic Perspective, and in particular their 
readiness to engage in a constructive co-operation with the 
other Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned in rev~s~ng 
the interim version of the Overall Economic Perspective; 

(d) invited the Senior Economic Advisers to bear in mind 
in their future work on the Overall Economic Perspective 
the specific problems of member countries of the Commission 
which are developing from an economic point of view; 

(e) requested the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies in the 
spirit of dialogue to make their contribution, in the area 
of their competence, to the work done so far in the study 
on the OEP so that their comments could fully be taken into 
account in further versions of the OEP; 

(f) approved the inclusion in the programme of work of the 
Senior Economic Advisers of plans to undertake regularly the 
elaboration of sliding long-term economic perspectives, 
preferably every five years; and 

(g) requested the Executive Secretary to prepare for the 
thirty-third session of the Commission an interim report 
on the examination of long-term trends in the economic 
development of the region, taking into account the work 
on the OEP. 

WORK AREA Ol(A).]: CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER UNITED NATIONS 
PROGRAMMES AND BODIES 

Ol(A).3.1. Review of Commission activities in support of 
other United Nations programmes and in 
co-operation with other United Nations bodies 

Description: At its annual sessions the Commission will 
review its activities in support of and its contribution to 
other United Nations programmes, especially those of UNDP, 
UNCTAD, UNIDO and UNEP as well as of the other regional 
commissions. It will also consider matters relating to 
its co-operation with other United Nations bodies including 
the specialized agencies such as ILO, FAO, UNESCO and WHO 
as well as IAEA. Special attention will be paid to 
problems of the member countries of the ECE which are 
developing from the economic point of view as part of the 
Commission's contribution to the global programmes and 
objectives of the United Nations aiming at economic 
development. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 



Method of work: The Commission will carry out this review 
annually on the basis of the Executive Secretary's reports 
on the participation of such organizations and programmes 
in the Commission's work; on the Commission's own 
contribution to these programmes; and on the secretariat's 
co-operation with the secretariats of these organizations, 
including the secretariats of the other regional commissions 

Ol(A).3.2. The contribution of the Commission to the 
preparations for the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology for 
Development 

Description: At its thirty-second session the Commission 
adopted its decision A(XXXII) in which it: 

(a) decided to co-operate fully and actively in [the] 
preparations in order to ensure the success of the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development; 

(b) invited the Executive Secretary to co-operate closely 
with the competent organs of the United Nations system in 
the preparations for the Conference while at the same 
time ensuring co-ordination at the regional level; 

(c) requested the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Science and Technology, as well as its other subsidiary 
bodies, to pay particular attention in their programmes 
of work to projects related to the aims of the 
Conference; 

(d) decided that the regional meeting of the ECE shall 
take place in Bucharest in June/July 1978 with a view to 
elaborating the regional documents for presentation to 
the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development; 

(e) invited member countries to contribute fully to the 
success of the ECE regional meeting; and 

(f) requested the Executive Secretary to report to the 
thirty-third session of the Commission on the 
implementation of this decision. 
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duration termination 

(in years) year 
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WORK AREA Ol(A).4: CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Ol(A).4.1. Review of Commission activities involving 
co-operation with other international 
organizations 

Description: At its annual sessions the Commissions will 
review its activities related to co-operation with other 
intergovernmental organizations such as the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance and the European Economic 
Community, and with international non-governmental 
organizations participating in the work of the 
Commission and its subsidiary bodiee, 

Method of work: The Commission will undertake this review 
annually on the basis of the Executive Secretary's report 
on the relevant activities arising out of the 
participation of such organizations and their secretariats 
in, and the contribution they make to, the work of the 
Commission and its subsidiary bodies. 

Ol(B) - ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

At its thirty-second session the Commission adopted its decision K(XXXII) in which 
it decided: 

(0 
(b) 

(c) 

to take note of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/925; 

to adopt the programme of work based on the proposals by the fifth ad hoc 
Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries (ECE/ENGIN/7, Annex II) as 
amended by the thirty-second session of the Commission (see below); 

to convene prior to the thirty-third session of the Commission the 
sixth ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries: 

(i) to review in the light of the views expressed by delegates and the 
decisions taken by the Commission at its thirty-second session the 
programme of work in the field of engineering industries; 

(ii) to make suggestions to the Commission on the most suitable methods of 
work for the implementation of the programme of work; 

(d) to convene prior to the thirty-third session of the Commission the preparatory 
meeting for a seminar on technical trends in the development of airborne 
equipment for agriculture and other selected areas of the national economy, 
to be held in Poland in 1978; 

(e) to hold a Seminar on Problems of Engineering Equipment for Foundries and the 
Introduction of Advanced Methods of Production of Such Equipment, in 
Geneva in 1977; and 
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(f) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its 
thirty-third session on the implementation of this decision. 

* * * 
THE COMMISSION'S PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE AD HOC MEETINGS OF EXPERTS 

IN THE FIELD OF ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 

I. Pro,jects scheduled for 1977-1978 

WORK AREA Ol(B) .1: MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVES 

Ol(B).l.l. Long-term prospects for production, consumption and international trade 
in engineering products 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will consider, 
both from the macro- and micro-economic standpoints, major trends in production, 
consumption and international trade in this field in order to provide policy makers 
with an analysis of the medium- and long-term prospects for the engineering 
industries, 

Methods of work: The project will be implemented through a series of studies on 
selected problems of the engineering industries prepared by the secretariat with the 
help of Government Rapporteurs at intervals to be determined. On the basis of the 
study on "Special Aspects of Market Trends and Prospects in Selected Branches of 
Engineering Industries" elaborated by the ad hoc Meeting of Government Experts on 
Market Trends and Prospects in Engineering Industries, other aspects of the problem 
and/or sectors will be selected for consideration at a later stage. 

Ol(B).l.2. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments on the 
preparation of the Overall Economic Perspective for the development of 
engineering industries for the ECE Region up to 1990 

Description: The ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries will consider 
and comment upon the Overall Economic Perspective prepared by the Senior Economic 
Advisers to ECE Governments and will make available to the Senior Economic Advisers 
the results of the relevant projects for use in their work. 

Methods of work: The secretariat will prepare, as appropriate, the necessary 
documentation for the ad hoc Meetings of Experts' examination, will assist them 
in carrying out their work on this project and will channel the necessary information, 
on request between the ECE bodies concerned. 

WORK AREA Ol(B) .2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS 

Ol(B).2.1. Short-term problems in the engineering industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will examine 
periodically short-term trends and problems in selected sectors of topical interest 
to member Governments with a view to determining problems of common interest and 
possibilities for their solution, starting by the up-dating to 1975 of the ECE study 
"Role and Place of Engineering Industries in National and \·lorld Economies". 
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Methods of work: Studies on selected subjects will be prepared by the secretariat 
with the help of Government Rapporteurs at intervals to be determined. As a first 
step, the secretariat was entrusted with the task of up-dating the study in 
question and presenting the draft to the next ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering 
Industries. Several delegations were in favour of including also medium-term 
prospects in this up-dating of the above-mentioned study. 

WORK AREA Ol(B).?: SELECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL PRaBLEMS 

01(B).3.1. Problems of engineering equipment for foundries and the introduction of 
advanced methods of production of such equipment 

Description: Bearing in mind the difficult working conditions in foundries, the 
ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will provide a forum for the 
exchange of views and experience on the techno-economic prospects and developments 
in the production and introduction of engineering equipment for foundries, with a 
view to determining the most economic ways of introducing the advanced 
technologies concerned. 

Methods of work: In the light of recommendations made by the Fourth and Fifth ad hoc 
Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries, a seminar will be organized on this 
topic in Geneva. 

01(B).3.2. Precision instruments 

Description: Bearing in mind the wide use of prec~s~on instruments whose growth is 
closely connected with the development of other branches of engineering industries, 
the ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will provide a forum for 
the exchange of views on their techno-economic developments and future trends. 

Methods of work: As the first step the secretariat will circulate material received 
from ECE member countries and the scope of a seminar and/or a study will be defined 
at the next ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries. 

01(B).3.3. Technical trends in the development of airborne equipment for 
agriculture and other selected areas of the national economy 

Description: Economic and technical aspects will be considered at a seminar and 
experiences on new trends exchanged. 

Methods of work: Following the invitation of the Polish Government a seminar will 
be held in Poland in 1978. A preparatory meeting will be convened in due course. 

01(B).3.4. Present situation and future trends in the use of electro-mechanical 
handling equipment in engineering industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will consider 
economic and technical aspects of this topic in order to provide a forum for an 
exchange of experience on the rapid development of this branch of the engineering 
industries and industrial applications of this equipment, with a view to 
determining problems of common interest and possibilities for their solution on 
the most efficient use of equipment and ways of improving the physical working 
conditions of the labour force. 
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Methods of work: A preparatory meeting for the Seminar on the Present Situation 
and Future Trends in the Use of Electro-mechanical Handling Equipment in 
Engineering Industries, to be held in Bulgaria in 1979, should be convened in 1978. 

WORK AREA Ol(B) .4: ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE SAVING PROBLEMS 11 
01(B).4.1. Production of engineering equipment for preventing pollution and the 

technical and economic efficiency of such equipment 

Description: The ad hoc Meeting of Government Experts on the Production of 
Engineering Equipment for Preventing Pollution for this study will analyse present 
and future trends in the production of engineering equipment for preventing 
pollution. Methods of measuring pollution in certain industrial sectors will be 
studied and national legislation concerning anti-pollution measures relating to 
engineering equipment will be examined, It is expected that exchange of 
experience and information will lead to better identification of these problems 
and help ECE member Governments seek appropriate solutions. 

Methods of work: The study will be finalized by the end of 1977 and will be 
brought to the attention of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems. 

WORK AREA Ol(B).5: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

01(B).5.1. Preparation of statistics 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries, in 
co-operation with the Conference of European Statisticians, will continue to 
elaborate, collect and regularly publish statistical information on the engineering 
industries. 

Methods of work: The secretariat will collect the required information from 
governments and publish it in regular bulletins and convene, as/or when required, 
ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries in co-operation with the 
Conference of European Statisticians. 

01(B).5.1.1. Bulletin of Statistics on World Trade in ~gineering Products 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries, in 
co-operation with the Conference of European Statisticians, will continue to 
collect and regularly publish exports statistics on engineering industries, and 
seek further improvement of the contents of the Bulletin, in particular those which 
may result from the adoption of the SITC, Rev.2. 

Methods of work: The secretariat will collect the required information from 
governments and publish it in an annual bulletin. When required, joint meetings 
will be organized. 

11 Hhen implementing the projects included in this work area, due care will 
be taken to avoid any unnecessary duplication of work and to arrange, as 
appropriate, co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems. 
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01(B).5.1.2. ~nlargement of the scope of statistics in order to cover imports, 
production, deliveries, etc. of engineering products 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries, in 
co-operation with the Conference of European Statisticians, will investigate the 
possibilities of enlarging the scope of statistics in the field of engineering 
industries to be collected and published by the ECE. 

Methods of work: The secretariat was entrusted with the preparation of a draft 
bulletin of imports of engineering products and a preliminary investigation of the 
availability of production and delivery statistics for engineering products in the 
ECE countries; the results should be presented to the next ad hoc Meeting of Experts 
on Engineering Industries. 

Ol(B) .5.1.3. Vlork on statistical problems (methodology, definitions, data 
collection, etc.) 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will further 
the work on the statistical problems on engineering statistics in the ECE region 
jointly with the Conference of European Statisticians. 

Nethods of work: Through ad hoc Meetings on Engineering Statistics, jointly with the 
Conference of European Statisticians, statistical problems will be approached. As 
a first step, the secretariat was entrusted with the elaboration of a list of 
statistical problems concerning engineering industries to be presented to the next 
ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries. 

II. List of pro,jects of special interest for~sible actj._sm at a date to be 
decided 

SELECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLO~ICAL PROBLEMS 

(a) Technical and economic aspects of the deve)opment of labour-intensive 
engineering industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will consider 
the problems facing the labour-intensive sectors of engineering industries, 
particularly those using pre-assembling methods of manufacturing and sub-contracting. 
The inter-relation of technical and economic aspects, such as the introduction of new 
technological processes with corresponding investments, will also be examined with 
the aim of assisting the member Governments in formulating policies and establishing 
an integrated approach to these problems. 

Jvlethods of worls,: 1./ork will proceed through studies prepared by the secretariat 
with the help of Government Rapporteurs or, whenever appropriate, through convening 
seminars on specific aspects. A preparatory meeting should be convened in 
due course. 
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(b) Techno-economic aspects of anti-corrosion measures in engineering 
industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will consider 
the techno-economic aspects of corrosion prevention with a view to promoting an 
interdisciplinary approach to the problem and rationalizing the use of available 
information. Due attention will be paid to the need to avoid any unnecessary 
duplication of work with other international organizations. 

Methods of work: In the light of recommendations made by the 1975 Seminar on 
Techno-economic Aspects and Results of Anti-corrosion Measures in the Engineering 
Industries, another seminar will be organized to cover new developments in this 
field, as defined by a preparatory meeting to be convened in due course. 
Co-operation with the secretariats of other international governmental and 
non-governmental organizations specializing in this topic will be established. 

(c) Measures for saving raw materials 
d non-metal materials etc. in 

of metal 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will study 
the most economical ways of using raw materials of which the engineering industries 
are major consumers, with a view to determining problems of common interest and the 
possibilities for their solution and to inform the ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned. 

Methods of work: Studies will be prepared by the secretariat with the help of 
Government Rapporteurs or, whenever appropriate, through convening seminars on 
their specific aspects. A preparatory meeting should be convened in due course. 

(d) Protection of 
conditions es 

difficult climatic 
eguipmeEil 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will promote 
the exchange of information on the technological and economic aspects of the 
protection of engineering goods operating under difficult climatic conditions. New 
technologies will be reviewed and their influence on the exports of such goods 
analysed. 

Methods of work: Studies on selected problems will be prepared by the secretariat 
with the help of Government Rapporteurs or, whenever appropriate, through convening 
seminars on their specific aspects. A preparatory meeting should be convened in 
due course. 
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INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATION l/ 
(e) Problems linked with the agreements on specialization and ,joint 

production arrangements in individual branches of engineering 
industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will identify 
problems inherent in modern production arrangements of the engineering industries 
in order to promote their better understanding and to seek appropriate solutions. 
The analysis of selected branches and their inter-relationships will provide 
background material for decision-making by governments based on an efficient 
specialization policy. 

Methods of work: Studies will be prepared by the secretariat with the help of 
Government Rapporteurs or, whenever appropriate, through convening seminars on 
their specific aspects. A preparatory meeting should be planned in due course. 

(f) National and international practice in licensing and the transfer 
of technology in the field of engineering industries 

Description: The ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries will promote 
the gathering of general information covering the transfer of technology in selected 
branches of engineering industries. 

JVIethods of work: Relevant information will be collected with the help of 
Government Rapporteurs and in co-operation with the Committee on the Development 
of Trade, the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology and the 
Conference of European Statisticians. 

Ol(C). - GENERAL ENERGY PROBLEMS 

At its thirty-second session the Commission adopted its decision H(XXXII), as 
follows: 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Having considered its future activities in the field of general energy 
problems in the ECE region: 

A. PROGRJU1JVIE OF WORK 

1. Decided to adopt the programme of work on general energy problems contained 
in Annex II to E/ECE/921 (see below). 

B. JVIEDIUM AND LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVES 

1. (a) Invited the Executive Secretary to prepare, on the basis of existing 
material, a study on new issues affecting the energy economy of 
the ECE region in the medium and long term; 

l/ When implementing projects included in this field, due care would be taken 
to avoid any unnecessary duplication of work and to arrange, as appropriate, 
co-operation with the Committee on the Development of Trade. 
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(b) Requested the Executive Secretary to circulate a questionnaire to 
member Governments requesting views on the subject matter of this 
study; 

(c) Requested the Executive Secretary to convene as soon as possible an 
ad hoc meeting of experts for the discussion of the scope and structure 
of the new study as well as the questionnaire referred to above. 

C. ENERGY ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY 

1. Agreed to pursue activities on the following subjects: 

(a) consideration of up-dated national studies analysing the progress made 
towards the achievement of greater energy economy and efficiency; 

(b) review and evaluation of work done or planned within ECE relating to 
energy economy and efficiency; 

(c) exchange of experience and views on problems related to the rational 
utilization of secondary forms of energy generated by industrial 
complexes, and on the reduction of specific energy consumption for 
various industrial products; 

(d) exchange of information and views on techniques and results of public 
awareness and public action programmes. 

2. Invited member Governments to transmit to the secretariat: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

up-dated national studies analysing the progress made towards the 
achievement of ~reater energy economy and efficiency (prior to 
15 October 1977); 

reports on and an evaluation of public awareness and public action 
programmes in the field of energy conservation (prior to 
15 October 1977); 

written comments on the study "Methods of increasing the recovery of 
liquid and gaseous hydrocarbons from underground deposits" (ECE/AC.3/R.4) 
to be taken into account in preparations for the seminar to be convened 
under 3 (c) below (prior to 1 April 1978). 

3. Requested the Executive Secretary to convene preparatory meetings for 
the following seminars: 

(a) 

(b) 

combined production of electric power and heat (preparatory meeting: 
September 1977; Seminar: autumn 1978); 

econometric models, input-output and cost-benefit analysis for assessing 
the potential of energy conservation and for optimizing conservation 
programmes (preparatory meeting: early 1978; Seminar: 1979); (an 
exchange of views on methodological questions should take place at the 
preparatory meeting and note ECE/AC.3/R.l/Add.l should be taken into 
account); 
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(c) improved techniques for the extraction and processing of primary forms 
of energy (preparatory meeting: autumn 1978; Seminar 1979/1980). 

4. Noted that: 

(a) energy conservation aspects of coal gasification and liquefaction will 
be dealt with at the Coal Committee Symposium on gasification and 
liquefaction of coal (Poland, 1979); 

(b) preparations are well advanced for the Seminar on the impact of energy 
considerations on the planning and development of human settlements to 
be held under the auspices of the Committee on Housing, Building and 
Planning at Ottawa (Canada) from 3-14 October 1977; 

(c) the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, the 
Chemical Industry Committee and the Steel Committee are presently 
examining problems relating to recycling of energy-intensive industrial 
wastes and by-products, as well as on the use of municipal wastes. 

5. Requested its Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned to give special 
attention to: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

ways of intensifying co-operation within the ECE framework with respect 
to energy conservation; 

standards of specific energy consumption and means of lowering them in 
various sectors; 

rational utilization of secondary forms of energy; 

the relationship between energy conservation and structural changes of 
the economy, taking into account results of econometric models, 
cost-benefit and input-output analysis; 

non-conventional recoverable energy sources, particularly solar energy, 
and small-scale (employment-intensive) energy technologies; 

the study on "Hethods of increasing the recovery of liquid and gaseous 
hydrocarbons from underground deposits" (ECE/AC.3/R.4) as part of the 
preparations for the seminar to be convened under 3 (c) above. 

6. Requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a report containing a review 
and an evaluation of work done or planned in ECE relating to energy economy and 
efficiency for consideration at the ad hoc meeting of experts referred to in 
section D below; and 

7. Requested the Executive Secretary to consider the practical aspects of 
the preparation of a monograph on present problems in the field of energy 
conservation. 
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D. Requested the Executive Secretary to convene, prior to the thirty-third session 
in early 1978, an ad hoc meeting of experts to consider the following: 

1. New issues affecting the energy economy of the ECE region in the medium 
and long-term taking into account a preliminary version of the study and 
replies to the questionnaire referred to in section B of this decision; and 

2. Problems of energy economy and efficiency as contained in section c, 
paragraph 1 of this decision. 

E. Requested the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-third session of 
the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

* * * 
Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

WORK AREA 01 (C) .1: MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM TRENDS AND PERSPECTIVES 

Ol(C).l.l. Review of work done by Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
on medium- and long-term energy trends and 
perspectives 

Description: At its annual sessions the Commission will 
review work undertaken by its Principal Subsidiary bodies 
on medium- and long-term energy trends and perspectives; 
and consider studies prepared by the secretariat on this 
subject. Following the agreement reached at the 
Commission's twenty-eighth session to expand inter­
governmental co-operation on general energy problems in 
the ECE region (paragraph 189 of E/5276) and pursuant to 
operative paragraph (d) of Commission decision F(XXVII), 
the Executive Secretary will bring to the attention of the 
Commission and its Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned 
significant new developments in the energy sector which 
merit the Commission's attention. 

Method of work: This review will be made on the basis of 
the relevant parts of the reports submitted to the 
Commission by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies on their 
annual sessions as well as of relevant secretariat studies. 

WORK AREA Ol(C).2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS 

Ol(C).2.1. Review of work on current developments and 
prospects for energy supplies, demand and 
trade in the ECE region 

Description: This review will be undertaken by the 
Commission at its annual sessions. Pursuant to 
Commission decision E(XXIX) the Principal Subsidiary 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 
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Bodies will continue to p~ attention to the relevant 
aspects of energy problems which are within their areas 
of responsibility and within the framework, and on the 
basis, of their programmes of work and plane. 

Method of work: The Commission will make this review 
on the basis of the relevant parts of the reports 
submitted to it by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies on 
their annual sessions as well as on the basis of 
relevant secretariat studies. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

cont. 

WORK AREA Ol(C).3: PROBLEMS OF ENERGY ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY 

Ol(C).3.1. Exchanges of information and views on measures 
adopted or envisaged to achieve greater energy 
economy and efficiency and on the results of 
energy conservation policies 

Descri tion: In operative paragraph (c)(i) of its 
decision G XXXI) the Commission agreed to undertake 
periodic exchanges of information and views on measures 
adopted and envisaged to achieve greater economy and 
efficiency, and on the results of these measures. 

Method of work: 
will take place 
convened by the 

These exchanges of information and use 
on the occasion of ad hoc meetings 
Commission at periodic intervals. 

01(c).3.2. Reviews of work done or planned in the ECE 
framework relating to energy economy and 
efficiency 

Description: In operative paragraph (c)(i) of its 
decision G(XXXI) the Commission agreed to undertake 
periodic reviews of work done or planned in the ECE 
framework relating to energy economy and efficiency. 
In operative paragraph (c)(iii) of its decision G(XXXI) 
the Commission asked its Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned to continue to give special attention to the 
possibility of including in their work programmes or 
of intensifying their work on, projects relating to 
increased energy economy and efficiency, and to 
initiate and carry out co-operative studies on such 
specific topics selected by them as: 

(a) incorporation into national plans and programmes 
for economic growth of the objective of lowering 
energy consumption rates and increasing energy 
efficiency (Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments); 

cont. 



(b) possibilities, methods and related problems of 
increaein~ energy productivity in selected economic 
branches \Committees on Agricultural Problems, Chemical 
Industry, Coal, Electric Power, Gas, Inland Transport, 
Steel and Timber); 

(c) long-term energy consumption perspectives and 
scenarios in the light of energy conservation programmes 
(Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments); 

(d) the use of econometric modele, input-output and 
cost-benefit analysis for assessing the potential of 
energy conservation and for optimizing conservation 
programmes; 

(e) elaboration of internationally acceptable concepts, 
definitions and statistics on energy conservation 
(Conference of European Statisticians); 

(f) application of the heat pump (Committee on Electric 
Power); 

(g) regulations for construction of motor vehicles with 
a view to energy savings, including dieeelization, size 
and fuel consumption limits, etc. (Inland Transport 
Committee); 

(h) environmental aspects of energy conservation measures 
(Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems), 

Method of work: The reviews of work done and planned on 
these subjects will take place on the occasion of ad hoc 
meetings convened by the Commission at periodic intervals. 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

cont. 

Ol(C).3.3. Economic, T~chnological and environmental problems 

Description: Pursuant to operative paragraph (c)(ii) of 
its decision G(XXXI) the Commission will consider, on the 
basis of recommendations by ad hoc meetings and the 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned, those economic, 
technological and environmental problems which are 
relevant to energy economy and efficiency. At its 
thirty-first session the Commission selected the 
following problems for consideration: 

(a) combined production of electric power and heat; 

(b) conservation aspects of the development and 
application of new techniques for the transformation of 
primary energy, such as coal gasification and liquefaction; 
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(c) techniques and results of "public awareness" and 
"public action" programmes; 

(d) recycling of energy-intensive industrial wastes and 
by-products as well as the use of municipal wastes for 
energy production; 

(e) improved techniques for extraction and processing of 
primary forms of energy; 

(f) improved insulation of houses and buildings. 

Method of work: These problems will be dealt with at 
ad hoc meetings and seminars convened and prepared by the 
Executive Secretary, as appropriate, in co-operation with 
the Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned. 

A seminar on combined production of electric power 
and heat will be held in the autumn of 1978; the programme 
and preparations for this seminar will be considered at 
the March 1977 ad hoc Meeting on Energy Economy and 
Efficiency in the ECE Region. 

Seminars on conservation aspects of the development 
and application of new techniques for the transformation 
of primary energy will be held. The conservation aspects 
of coal gasification and liquefaction will be dealt with 
at the Symposium on the Gasification and Liquefaction of 
Coal to be held in 1978 or 1979 (see also project 
04.3.5.1.(b)). 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

cont. 

2 

2 

1978 

1978 or 
1979 

The topic of improved insulation of houses and 
buildings will be included in the programme of the 
Seminar on Energy in Human Settlements to be held in 
Ottawa (Canada) in October 1977. (See also project 08.1.6.) 1 1977 

\'IORK ~A Ol(C).4: SELECTED ECONOMIC, METHODOLOGICAL AND 
STATISTICAL PROBLEMS 

01(c).4.1. Use of models for policy making in the energy 
sect.2E.f 

Description: 
follow-up of 
Mathematical 

The Commission will continue its work on the 
the decisions taken at the 1973 Symposium on 
Models of Sectors of Energy Economy. 

Method of work: Seminars on selected problems related 
to the use of models for policy making in the energy 
sectors will be convened by the Commission, as 
appropriate. cont. 



01(c).4.2. Bulletin of General Energy Statistics for Euro~ 

Description: The Bulletin of General Energy Statistics 
for Europe will continue to be issued covering extraction, 
conversion, transport and use of energy. 

Method of work: Taking into account the results of the 
work of the Conference of European Statisticians on the 
elaboration of a system of general energy statistics 
serving as a framework for the development and 
harmonization of statistics on energy needed for national 
and international purposes (see project 12.3.7.2), this 
Bulletin will be prepared by the secretariat and issued 
annually. 

Ol(D) - STANDARDIZATION 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

At its thirty-second session the Commission adopted its decision I (XJC:II) in 
which it decided: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

to take note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of 
the Commission in the field of standardization (E/ECE/923) and the report of 
the Fourth Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for Standardization 
Policies (ECE/STAND/16); 

to take a decision, having in mind the increasingly important role of 
international standardization and certification in the future activities of 
the Commission, to convene meetings at intervals of one-and-a-half years; 

to convene a Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for 
Standardization Policies in 1978; 

(d) to convene a Group of Experts on Standardization Policies to prepare that 
Meeting and to consider the matters referred to it by the Fourth Meeting; and 

(e) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-third session of 
the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

* * * 
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WORK AREA Ol(D).l: INTERNATIONAL HARMONIZATION OF STANDARDS 
AND CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF 
CERTIFICATION 

Ol(D).l.l. International and national developments 
and prospects 

Description: Regular review and analysis of recent 
developments and prospects related to standardization 
and certification policies pursued by ECE Governments, 
by international standardizing bodies and by 
standards organizations. 

Method of work: Regular meetings of Government Officials 
Responsible for Standardization Policies, and inter­
sessional work of the Group of Experts on 
Standardization Policies. 

Ol(D) .1.2. Harmonization of standards 

Description: Identification of concepts and problems. 

Method of work: Consideration by meetings of 
Government Officials and their Group of Experts on the 
basis of a document transmitted by the Government of 
the USSR (STAND/R.l9/Add.2). 

01(D).1.3. Identification of sectors which are of 
interest to ECE Governments with a view to 
a programme of work for international 
standardization 

Description: Review of a list of product sectors 
identified as having standards interest and of the 
criteria on which the list is compiled. 

Method of work: Consultations on the basis of 
contributions by governments and international 
standardizing bodies and standards organizations 
at meetings of Government Officials and their 
Group of Experts. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

cont. 

2 1978 

cont. 



Ol(D).l.4. Identification of problems in the fields of 
international standardization and 
certification 

Description: 
of Government 
international 

Review of problems brought to the attention 
Officials by ECE member Governments, other 
organizations and/or ECE subsidiary bodies. 

Method of work: A report will be prepared by the 
secretariat for consideration by the Group of Experts. 

Ol(D).l.5. Preparation and implementation of 
recommendations 

Description: Formulation of new recommendations on 
standardization and certification policies (Work 
areas l and 2). Periodic reviews of the 
implementation of adopted recommendations. 

Method of work: Regular preparation of draft 
recommendations by the secretariat on the basis of 
contributions by ECE Governments and discussions at 
meetings of Government Officials and their Group 
of Experts. 

Ol(D).l.6. Impact of standardization and certification 
on international trade 

Description: Consideration will be given to the 
possibilities of developing methods of measuring the 
economic impact of standardization and certification 
on international trade in selected sectors. 

Method of work: Co-operation with ECE subsidiary bodies 
and other international organizations to identify sectors. 

WORK AREA Ol(D).2: CERTIFICATION 

Ol(D).2.1. Certification 

Description: Review and promotion of international 
agreements and other appropriate arrangements on 
acceptance of certificates of conformity with 
standards and technical regulations. 

Method of work: Consideration at meetings of 
Government Officials and their Group of Experts of 
appropriate measures on the basis of contributions 
by ECE Governments and relevant international 
organizations. 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1 1977 

cont. 

2 1978 

cont. 
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Ol(D).2.2. Guidelines for certification 

Description: Study of the concepts underlying 
international certification arrangements and review of the 
draft guidelines (STAND/R.l5, Annex I, Sec. F). 

Method of work: Discussions at meetings of the Group of 
Experts with a view to presenting revised guidelines to 
the next meeting of Government Officials. 

Ol(E). - AUTOMATION 

Estimated 
duration 

(:in years) 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

At its thirty-second session the Commission adopted its decision J (XYJai) in 
which it decided: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

to take note of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/924 and Add.l on 
the progress made during 1976/77 in the activities of the Working Party on 
Automation; 

to approve the Working Party's programme of work for 1977-1981, as contained 
in Annex I to ECE/AUTOMAT/6 (see below); 

to consider the holding of sessions of the Working Party annually instead of 
every two years, provided that the total length of automation meetings did 
not exceed the number of days so far allocated, and the convening of ad hoc 
meetings of experts only when special expertise was required; and 

to request the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its 
thirty-third session on the implementation of this decision. 

* * * 
Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

WORK AREA Ol(E) .1: MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVES 

Ol(E).l.l. The prospective medium- And long-term impact 
of automation on the economy as a whole and 
on individual industrial branches in 
particular 

Description: The Working Party will consider the impact of 
automation on selected economic sectors, paying particular 
attention to the branches of industry dealt with by the 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission. 



Method of work: The secretariat will undertake, with the 
assistance of governmental rapporteurs and in co-operation 
with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology and the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments, a forecasting study of technico-economic 
indicators concerning the level of automation in the 
various branches of the economy, relating the indicators 
to the growth and efficiency of those branches. 

Ol(E).l.2. Technological perspectives in automation 

Description: In accordance with the terms of reference 
established for it by Commission decision J (XXV), the 
Working Party will make a periodic review of technological 
developments in automation equipment and their practical 
applications in the various branches of the economy. 

Method of work: Governments will submit to the 
secretariat biennially a general analysis of developments 
and applications concerning automation equipment. Taking 
this material as a basis, the secretariat will prepare a 
general review of developments in automation technology 
in the countries of the ECE region. 

WORK AREA Ol(E).2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS, 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Ol(E).2.1. Review of trends in automation, including 
international trade 

Description: The Working Party will analyse the statistics 
of production, consumption and trade in automation 
equipment and will attempt to pinpoint the structural 
or cyclical trends in the industries manufacturing 
automated equipment. 

Method of work: On the basis of statistics which it 
will collect by a method to be defined under 
project 01(E).5.1, the secretariat will prepare sets 
of indices biennially with regard to automation equipment 
production and consumption and will map out the main 
international trade flows, giving short-term forecasts. 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

3 1979 

cont. 

cont. 
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Ol(E).2.2. Automation of assembly processes in the 
engineering industry 

The description and method of work of this topic will be 
defined at the next session of the Working Party on the 
basis of information received from the different countries 
in this field. To this effect a circular letter and 
questionnaire will be prepared by the secretariat. 

WORK AREA Ol(E).3: SELECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS 

Ol(E).3.1. Review of research efforts on automation 

Description: The Working Party will consider the main 
lines of research and the resources employed by public 
authorities to promote the development of automation 
in accordance with specific economic objectives. 

Method of work: Governments will submit biennially a 
review of the resources which their respective countries 
employ or propose to employ on automation development, 
and the secretariat will prepare a consolidated report 
on the basis of those submissions. 

Ol(E).3.2. Economic criteria used for assessing the 
efficiency of computer-aided manufacturing 

Description: Bearing in mind the conclusions of the 
various seminars on automation, the Working Party will 
consider the question of the break-even point of 
automated equipment in terms of greater efficiency in 
manufacturing processes and the factors which inhibit 
its optimum use. 

Method of work: The Working Party will prepare an 
analytical and comparative study on this subject. 

Ol(E).3.3. The use of automation in the economically 
developing countries of the ECE region 

Description: The Working Party will contribute to the 
collective effort of the various organs of the 
United Nations system to promote the application of 
computer science and technology to development. It 
will seek out specific fields of application in the 
economically developing countries of the ECE region 
for the purpose of mutually beneficial industrial 
co-operation. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

2 1981 

cont. 

2 1980 



Method of work: The Working Party will prepare, with the 
aid of governmental rapporteurs, a study of trends in 
the requirements for automated equipment in the 
industries of the ECE member countries concerned and a 
technico-economic and social assessment of the 
installation and use of this equipment. 

01(E).3.4. Seminar on industrial robots and 
programmable logical controllers 

Description: The technico-economic and social aspects of 
introducing robots and programmable controllers into the 
engineering industry will be studied with a view to the 
preparation of recommendations concerning means of 
employing them in various socio-economic contexts. 

Method of work: The Working Party will organize a 
seminar on this subject which, at the invitation of 
the Government of Denmark, will be held from 
5 to 10 September 1977 at Copenhagen. 

01(E).3.5. Analysis of the introduction of new 
production methods in engineering as 
related to the man-machine-management 
system, based on an inter-disciplinary 
approach regarding the interaction of 
techno-economic and social factors 

The description and method of work of this topic will be 
defined at the next session of the Working Party on 
Automation. 

01(E).3.6. Micro-computers 

The description and method of work of this topic will be 
defined on the basis of a communication from the 
delegation of the USSR and on the basis of the replies 
to a circular letter seeking the views of countries 
on the scope of this topic. 
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01(E).3.7. Computer-Aided Design in Industry 

Description: As a result of the conclusions and 
recommendations of the ECE Seminar in Prague in 1976, 
the Working Party endorsed the proposal for studying 
in depth the development of computer-aided design 
as an integrated part in manufacturing and its 
contribution to labour productivity and production 
efficiency, 

Method of work: The Working Party will organize a 
seminar on this subject which will be held in 
Geneva in autumn 1978. The secretariat will 
convene a preparatory meeting in 1977 for this 
seminar. 

Ol(E).3.8. Application of computers for controlling 
complex technological processes 

Description: [A description for this topic will be 
submitted to the Working Party by the USSR delegation.] 

Method of work: The Working Party will organize a 
seminar on this subject which, at the invitation of 
the Government of the USSR, will be held in Moscow 
in 1979. 

WORK AREA Ol(E) .4: ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE-SAVING 
PROBLEMS 

01(E).4.1. Application of automation for optimal use of 
resources 

Description: The Working Party will contribute to the 
solution of environmental and resource-saving problems 
by analysing the practical results of automation from 
the viewpoint of the rational and efficient use of raw 
materials, energy and labour. 

Method of work: The Working Party, in co-operation with 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems, will undertake a study of this subject in 
the fields which are currently being considered by the 
various Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission; 
this study may serve as a contribution towards a 
general, in-depth investigation of the topic. 

Estimated 
duration 

lin years) 

1 

1 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1979 

1981 



WORK AREA Ol(E).5: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

01(E).5.1. Development of internationally comparable 
statistics on automation 

Description: The Working Party will continue to collect 
and refine statistical information on automation-related 
equipment, including software, and will make recommendations 
for improvements in its scope and comparability. 

Method of work: The Working Party in co-operation with 
the Conference of European Statisticians and experts in 
the mechanical engineering and electrical industries 
will prepare statistical tables biennially on the basis 
of data published in national and international 
statistics. 

01(E).5.2. Information exchange systems in the field 
of automated manufacturing 

The description and method of work for this project will 
be discussed at the next session of the Working Party on 
the basis of a proposal to be formulated by Czechoslovak 
experts. These will be circulated to countries for 
comments which will be presented at the next session of 
the Working Party for its consideration. 
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02. - AGRICULTURE 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

WORK AREA 02 .1: LONG-TERM TRENDS AND PERSPECTIVES 

02.1.1. Periodic review of selected long-term developments 
in agriculture 

Description: The Committee selects those long-term 
developments which it wishes to review and decides on an 
appropriate method of work. 

02.1.1.1. Long-term market developments 

Description: The Committee will review the supply and 
demand developments for feedingstuffs, milk and meat in 
Europe until 1985. 

Method of work: The secretariat will provide a short 
synoptic paper on the basis of available material, 
supplemented b,y further information wherever required, 
for in-depth discussion by the Committee at its 
twenty-ninth or thirtieth session. 

02.1.1.2. Reports on output, expenses and income 

Description: Within the actual possibilities of the 
secretariat of preparing such reports, the Committee 
will continue to review periodically past trends in 
output, investments, operating expenses, incomes, etc., 
in agriculture in ECE countries. 

Method of work: A draft of the eighth report in this 
series, based on the replies to a questionnaire requesting 
the same statistical information as the questionnaire 
adopted for the seventh report in this series, will be 
produced by the secretariat and submitted for 
discussion to the thirty-first Committee session. 

02.1.2. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers 
on the Overall Economic Perspective of the ECE 
Region up to 1990 

Description: Without engaging in any long-term 
projections of its own, the Committee will consider the 
Overall Economic Perspective prepared by the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments, and will make 
available to the Senior Economic Advisers its comments 
on the paper as far as it relates to agriculture and as 
far as countries consider such comments necessary. 

cont. 

1 to 2 

3 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

Method of work: The secretariat will distribute the 
relevant documentation for the Committee's examination, 
and will assist it in its work on this project. 

structures and employment 

Description: Bearing in mind the special problems which 
confront agriculture in the countries of southern Europe 
(including the island countries), particularly regarding 
agrarian structures and employment, the Committee has 
transmitted this project to the FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization to consider 
the possibility of undertaking studies of special 
interest to these countries, which, however, should not 
overlap with the work done by FAO and OECD. 

Method of work: To be determined by the Working Party. 

02.2.1. Review of current developments in agriculture 
and agricultural trade 

Description: At its annual sessions the Committee will 
review the current developments and policy changes in 
agriculture as well as the recent developments in 
agricultural trade of the ECE region. 

Method of work: On the basis of advance country statements 
the secretariat will continue to prepare a summary as 
background documentation for the Committee's discussion. 
A report on recent developments in agricultural trade and 
a report on prices of agricultural products and of 
selected inputs, based on the replies to an annual 
questionnaire (established in line >Ji th the Governments' 
wishes) >Jill also be prepared by the secretariat for 

2 

each Committee session. cont. 

02.2.2. Review of the market situation and of the short­
and medium-term prospects for selected commodities 

Description: The Committee will review at its annual 
sessions the market situation and the short- and medium­
term prospects for selected commodities, notably for 
cereals, livestock and meat, dairy products and 
(bi-annually) eggs. 

1978 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Method of work: For each selected commodity a report 
intended to serve as background document for discussion, 
1>1ill be produced by the secretariat. 

02.2,3. Commodity problems of special interest to the 
member countries of the ECE which are developing 
from the economic point of view 

Description: The Committee will select appropriate 
commodity problems concerning these countries (including 
the island countries) for consideration and decide on an 
appropriate method of work. 

02.2,3_,_1. Market outlook for high value agricultural 
products such as flowers 

Description: The Committee will evaluate medium-term 
market prospects and identify the major production 
problems involved (at the request of interested 
countries). 

Method of work: A study based on the replies to a 
questionnaire approved by the Committee will be prepared 
by the secretariat for submission to the twenty-ninth and 
the thirtieth annual sessions. 

02.2.4. Special activities aimed at promoting and 
facilitating international trade 

02.2.4.1. Standardization of perishable produce 

(a) Elaboration of new UN/ECE standards 

cont. 

cont. 

2 

(i) Cut flowers 4 
(ii) Egg products 2 

(iii) Dry and dried produce (apricots and figs) 4 

(b) Revision of UN/ECE standards cont. 

(c) Collaboration in the FAOjWHO Food Standards 
Programme (fruit juices and ouick frozen 
food) 

Description: The Committee through its Working Party will 
elaborate new and, when necessary, revise existing 
standards for selected products; it will also continue to 
collaborate with the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

Method of work: Work will be conducted by the Working 
Party on Standardization of Perishable Produce at its 
annual sessions and by Groups of Experts established by 
the Harking Party for individual product groups and for 
limited periods (which meet as necessary). 

cont. 

cont. 

Estimated 
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duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

02.2.4.2. International agricultural trade practices 

Description: The Committee will elaborate arbitration 
rules and harmonization of existing ECE general conditions 
of sale for agricultural products. 

Method of work: The work will be conducted by the Group 
of Experts on International Trade Practices of the Working 
Party on Standardization of Perishable Produce 

02.2.4.3. Market prospects and marketing problems of 
frozen and quick frozen food 

Description: Review of the situation and prospects of the 
market for frozen and quick frozen food in Europe and 
identification of the requirements and problems regarding 
marketing. 

Method of work: A symposium to be held in Hungary. 

02.2.4.4. Marketing problems relating to agricultural 
proaucts 

Description: The secretariat will contact Governments for 
proposals as to which marketing problems they consider of 
interest and suggest as subject for a symposium. The 
secretariat will also contact other international 
organizations concerned with marketing problems for 
agricultural products to avoid all overlapping in the 
final decision of the topic, which will be taken at the 
twenty-ninth Committee session on the basis of the 
proposals made by Governments and the additional 
information provided by the secretariat. 

Method of work: A symposium to be decided by the Committee. 

WORK AREA 02. 3: SELECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS 

02.3.1. Studies of roblems relatin to agrarian structure 
and farm rationalization ->:-

02.3.1.1. Technical progress, concentration, co-operation 
and specialization in agriculture and their 
effects on agrarian structure 

:/ See also project 02.1.3. 

4 1978 

1 1977 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Description: Subject for study selected by the FAO/ECE 
Working Perty on Pgrarian Structure and Farm 
Rationalization at its first (constituent) session. 

Method of work: Several studies dealing with national 
developments and experience will be produced by government 
rapporteurs and discussed at the second session of the 
Working Party. 

02.3.1.2. Social problems and corresponding measures 
arising out of changes in agrarian structure 

Description: Discussion topic selected by the FAO/ECE 
Working Perty on Agrarian Structure and Farm 
Rationalization at its first (constituent) session. 

Method of work: A round-the-table discussion to be held 
at the second session of the Working Party. 

02. 3.1. 3. Economic efficiency of the main categories of 
farms and agricultural enterprises in ECE 
countries (with reference to specific products) 

Description: Subject for study selected by the FAOjECE 
Working Party on Agrarian Structure and Farm 
Rationalization of its first (constituent) session. 

Method of work: Several case studies analysing the 
situation in selected ECE countries will be prepared by 
government rapporteurs and discussed at the third 
session of the Working Party. 

02.3.1.4. Development problems of agriculture in less 
favoured areas 

Description: Subject selected by the FAOjECE Working 
Party on Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization at 
its first (constituent) session following a 
recommendation of the tenth FAO Regional Conference for 
Europe. 

Method of work: A symposium to be held in Geneva. In 
view of the importance of the subject and the varied 
experience and problems in the ECE region it is expected 
that all participating Governments will nominate 
rapporteurs. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1978 

1979 

1978 



Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

02.3.2. Studies of problems relating to agricultural 
mechanization £/ 

02.3.2.1. Annual review of recent developments and 
changes in agricultural mechanization 

02.3.2.2. Study of methodology of forecasting 
mechanization developments 

02.3.2.3. Studies of energy problems relating to 
mechanization 

(a) Means of reducing energy consumption in 
engines and tractors 

(b) Means of reducing energy consumption in 
drying installations 

(c) Means of reducing energy consumption in 
the heating of greenhouses 

02.3.2.4. Studies of ergonomic aspects of mechanization 

(a) Automation of the control of technological 
processes in mobile agricultural machines 

(b) Ergonomic aspects of the design of tractors 

02.3.2·5· Work on terminology 
(Terms and definitions of soil preparation) 

02.3.2.6. Reports on more specific technical problems 

(a) Mechanization and automation of irrigation 
systems for field crops 

(b) Harvesting, post-harvest processing and 
storage of grain 

(c) Feeding methods and equipment for dairy and 
beef cattle 

(d) Mechanization of harvesting of grapes 

(e) Mechanical production, nursing and handling 
of seedlings 

(f) Modern equipment and development tendencies 
in air-conditioning of livestock buildings 

(g) High horse-power tractors and their 
implements 

(h) Methods and equipment for harvesting, 
processing, storage and utilization of 
forage from grass 

''/ RRR ol~o nroiect 02.Ll.l. 

cont. 

cont. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 - 6 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 
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1982-1983 
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1978 

1978 

1978 

1978 

1978 
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02.3.2.7. Annotated outlines of reports proposed for 
inclusion in the work programme 

(a) Methods and equipment of hail prevention 

(b) Technology of storage and mechanization of 
work in vegetable store-houses 

(c) Foreseeable developments of self-propelled 
harvesting machines 

(d) Methods and equipment for the mechanization 
of agricultural work on sandy soils 

(e) Swine manure handling systems 

(f) Technical aspects contributing to optimal 
utilization of agricultural machinery 

(g) Methods and equipment for handling crop 
residues 

(h) Drying, pelleting and handling of poultry 
manure 

(i) Big bales and bale handling of dry material 

(j) Mechanization of sugar-beet harvesting 

(k) Methods and equipment for improving the 
nutrient quality of straw 

(l) Methods and equipment for subsoiling 

Description: All studies listed under project 02.3.2. are 
(or will be) selected by FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Mechanization of Agriculture and approved by the Committee. 

Method of work: Studies and reports prepared by government 
rapporteurs (or teams of government rapporteurs) and 
discussec. at the annual sessions of the Working Party. 
These reports are selected provisionally at the annual 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

1 

l 

l 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

l 

l 

1 

1 

sessions for confirmation at the follocling session. cont. 

02.3.3. Studies of selected technological and economic 
problems of special interest to the member 
countries of the ECE which are developing from the 
economic point of view 

Description: The Committee C~ill decide on specific subjects 
under this project at a later date. 

Method of work: To be determined by the Committee. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1977 

1978 

1978 

1978 

1978 

1978 



02.3.4. Other technological and economic problems 

02.3.4.1. Economic and technological aspects of sugar 
beet production. 

Description: Discussion in depth of the economic and 
technological problems relating to sugar beet production 
in the ECE region. 

Method of work: Symposium to be held in the USSR 

02.3.4.2. The use of chemicals and biological innovations 

Description: The secretariat will communicate to member 
countries after the twenty-eighth Committee session the 
proposals made by the preceding symposia on fertilizers 
and on feedingstuffs and will select the subject for the 
1979 symposium on the basis of country replies. 

Method of work: Symposium to be held in Geneva 

02.3·4·3· Economic and technological aspects of pork 
production 

02.3.4·4· Economic and technological aspects of the 
dehydration of green forage 

Description: The subjects to be dealt with through 
technical reports are decided upon by the Committee at its 
annual sessions on the proposal of interested countries. 

Method of work: The reports are prepared by government 
rapporteurs and are based on replies to questionnaires 
circulated to all member countries. 

WORK AREA 02.4: ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS RELATING TO 
AGRICULTURE 

02.4.1. Stu~y of environmental problems relating to 
agricultural mechanization 

02.4.1.1. Studies of environmental aspects of mechanization 

(a) Steps and measures to protect the environment 
under the specific angle of mechanization 

(b) The role of agricultural mechanization in 
preserving the environment 

(c) Methods and equipment for placing chemical 
products in agriculture 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Description: All studies are selected by the FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Mechanization of Agriculture and approved 
by the Committee. 

Method of work: Studies and reports are prepared by 
Government rapporteurs (or teams of government rapporteurs) 
and discussed at the annual sessions of the Working Party. 
These reports are selected provisionally at the annual 
sessions for confirmation at the following session. 

02.4.2. The effects of ollution 
forests 

s and 

Description: At the suggestion of UNEP, the Committee will 
organize a symposium to study in depth the effects of 
pollution on crops and forests. 

Method of work: A symposium to be held in Poland, to be 
organized jointly with the Timber Committee and FAO, and in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems and UNEP. A preparatory meeting will 
be convened in 1977 to determine the programme of the 
Symposium. 

02.4.3. Study on pollution problems in agriculture 

Description: The Committee will decide on specific subjects 
under this project at a later date. 

Method of work: To be determined by the Committee. 

WORK AREA 02.5: STATISTICS 

02.5.1. Harmonization and improvement of food and 
agricultural statistics 

Description: Harmonization, improvement and development 
of food and agricultural statistics jointly with the 
Conference of European Statisticians and FAO. 

Method of work: 

(a) Preparation of a European Handbook of Economic 
Accounts for Agriculture covering both SNA and MPS 
types of accounts and links between them, presenting 
the set-up of the whole system, but with detailed 
presentation only of the commodity, production and 
capital formation accounts; further work on income 
and outlay accounts and capital formation accounts 
(by the joint secretariats) 

cont. 

2 

cont. 

1 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

(b) Review and updating of earlier recommendations on 
statistics and balances for meat and milk; meeting 
on the subject 

(c) Development of production and utilization statistics for 
other products, with priority for sugar beets and sugar, 
oil seeds (including oil and oil-cakes), and possibly 
followed by: potatoes, tobacco and fibre crops; 
informal meetings on these subjects as required 

(d) Study of problems involved in statistics of the 
agricultural labour force and labour input; the need 
for and timing of a meeting on this subject to be 
considered later 

(e) Preparation of a draft programme of statistics of food 
consumption and nutrition; circulation of the draft 
programme for comments; meeting to consider the draft 
programme 

(f) Study of methodological questions relating to farm 
book-keeping data and the possibility of their 
harmonization with other agricultural statistics; 
the need for, and timing of, a meeting on this subject 
to be considered later 

(g) Preparation of a glossary of terms used in agricultural 
statistics in the working languages of the region 

(h) Overall review of agricultural statistics in the light 
of developments of data requirements; preparation of a 
draft programme, serving as a framework for the 
systematic presentation of the data requirements; 
meeting to consider the draft programme 

2 1978 

2 1978 

2 1979 

4 1980 

3 1981 

4 1982 

5 1983 
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03. - CHEMICALS 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

WORK AREA 03.1: MEDIUM- AND WNG-TERM PERSPECTIVES 

03.1.1. The energy requirements of the chemical industry 

Description: The Committee will analyse the current energy 
consumption of the chemical industry (1965-1974) and future 
consumption trends for energy from 1975-1980, and also examine 
the optional use and conservation of energy. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare a study on 
this subject under the guidance of an ad hoc Meeting of 
Experts and with the assistance of government rapporteurs. 
[The date of the ad hoc Meeting to be agreed by the 
Committee]. 

03.1.2. Conservation of Energy in the Chemical Industry 

Description: The Committee will assess the prospects for 
conservation of energy by the chemical industry, and the 
prospects for conversion of existing chemical manufacturing 
facilities to more readily available forms of energy 
(e.g. coal, lignite, etc.). Consideration will be given 
to means of measuring progress of conservation efforts 
(reference points or standards) for measuring efficiency of 
energy use per unit of product output. 

Method of work: Under the guidance of the ad hoc Meeting 
of experts now studying energy requirements of the 
chemical industry (project 03.1.1.), the secretariat will 
initiate a study of what means of conservation have been 
developed, what degrees of energy conservation can be 
potentially achieved, and what national programmes are 
being developed for the chemical industry. Such units of 
measurement should be compatible with the units now 
accepted by the ECE group working on energy conservation. 

03.1.3. Systems of programming and long-term planning for 
chemical industry development 

Description: The purpose of this project is to explore 
in depth the systems of programming and long-term planning 
in the chemical industry. [The Committee may want to 
define this project more closely especially with a view to 
actual systems and their results.] 

2 1977 

2 1979 



Method of work: A seminar will be held in 1979 in Poland 
at the invitation of the Polish Government. Details on 
the objectives and the scope of the seminar will be 
determined by the Preparatory Meeting for the seminar, to 
be held in 1978. 

03.1.4. The chemical industry and its role in future food 
production 

Description: The Committee will examine the impact of the 
chemical industry on world food production in such areas as 
fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides, animal feeds, 
preserving agents, etc. 

Method of work: Following the seminar held in Helsinki, 
(Finland) in 1975, on Technical and Economic Aspects of the 
Fertilizer Industry, a major study will be prepared by the 
secretariat with the assistance of government rapporteurs. 
Subsequently a symposium will be organized to follow up and 
highlight specific aspects of the study in order to 
formulate concrete recommendations. 

03.1.5. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments on the Overall Economic Perspective 
for the ECE Region up to 1990 

Description: The Committee will consider and comment on 
the Overall Economic Perspective prepared by the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments, and will make 
a·;ailable to the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments 
the results of its work on such projects as 03.1.2. and 
03.1.3. as a contribution to these activities. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

1 

2 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare, as appropriate, 
the necessary documentation for the Committee's examination 
and will assist it in carrying out its work on this project. 2 

WORK AREA 03.2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS ANil PROSPECTS, 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

03.2.1. Periodic Review of the Chemical Industry 

Description: At its annual sessions the Committee will 
closely follow and analyse developments in the chemical 
industry. One major tool is the Annual Review of the 
Chemical Industry which will be considered annually by 
the Committee. 
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Method of work: The Annual Review of the Chemical Industry 
will be prepared by the secretariat, based on statistical 
information covering all major chemical products/product 
areas transmitted by member governments. The draft of the 
Annual Review will be circulated each year before the 
annual session of the Committee. Upon approval of the 
draft by the Committee, the secretariat will prepare and 
issue the final version. 

03.2.2. Market Trends and Prospects for Selected 
Chemical Products 

Description: The Committee will put major emphasis on the 
examination of certain structural developments in the 
chemical industry. Of particular interest are changes 
occurring in various sectors of the industry, new 
developments to be observed in various product groups as 
well as in key indicators of the industry such as gross 
output, value added, investment, employment and trade. 

Method of work: Once in every five years the secretariat 
will prepare - under the guidance of the Group of Experts 
on the Periodic Survey - a five-year survey, Market Trends 
and ,'respects for Chemical Products, which will te based 
on the annual data for the Review, and accompanied by a 
comprehensive general review of the situation in the 
chemical industry in the ECE region. The five-year 
survey will provide a basis for periodic examination by 
the Committee of trends and prospects of the chemical 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

cont. 

industry. cont. 

WORK AREA 03.3: SELECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS 

03.3.1. The use of chemicals in housing and industrial 
construction 

Description: The Committee will study the impact of 
chemical products, especially plastics, on the construction 
industry. 

Method of work: An ad hoc Meeting of Experts will 
formulate the project and the methods of work to be 
applied. 2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1979 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

03.3.2. International economic and technical co-operation 
in the chemical industry 

Description: The Committee will promote international 
co-operation in its field of activity in order to provide 
a more scientific basis for policy making and to increase 
the overall benefits to member countries through the 
systematic exchange of experiences and, whenever appropriate, 
through the use of joint projects. 

Method of work: At the invitation of the Government of 
Hungary a symposium on this subject to be held in May 1977 
as defined by th~ preparatory meeting held in 
November 1975. 

03.3·3· Fermentation technology including the production 
of synthetic proteins 

Description: The Committee will consider problems of the 
chemical industry which are concerned >lith the production 
of synthetic protein for animal as well as human consumption, 
especially those related to fermentation technology, as a 
new, energy-saving technology, and as a technology which may 
use new raw material sources including wastes. 

Method of work: [To be determined by the Committee] 

03. 3.4. Evaluation of the present techno-economic efficiency 
of the production of heavy hydrocarbons and 
synthetic gases from coal 

Description: The Committee will consider the impact of 
recent price developments for petroleum-based raw materials 
and explore the possibilities for alternative raw 
material sources. 

Method of work: [To be determined by the Committee, 
possibly in co-operation with the Committee on Gas and the 
Coal Committee]. 

03.3.5· Electrochemical technologies 

Description: The Committee will consider selected 
aspects of electro-chemistry. [The Committee will have 
to decide on the precise formulation of the project and 
the further work to be done J. 

Method of work: [To be decided by the Committee in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Science and Technology]. 

1 1977 

2 1981 

2 1982 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

03.3.6. Fertilizers required to meet soil, crop and other 
conditions of developing countries 

Description: As a follow-up to the recommendations of the 
Helsinki Seminar on Technical and Economic Aspects of the 
Fertilizer Industry, the Committee will study specific 
aspects of the fertilizer industry. [A more detailed 
description of this project to be decided by the Committee]. 

Method of work: [To be decided by the Committee] 

03.3.7. Development of the petrochemical industry in 
member countries of the ECE which are developing 
from the economic point of view 

Description• As suggested at the eighth session of the 
Committee, a study will be carried out on an overall plan for 
the petrochemical industry of the Mediterranean countries 
member of the ECE taking into account existing installations 
and new projects, and the desirability of specialization to 
obtain optimal capacity. The purpose of the study would be 
to provide a basis for policy decisions of Governments and 
industry aimed at co-ordinating activities in this field. 

Method of work: Work on this project will be carried out 
by a task force, composed of government rapporteurs from 
interested countries, meeting informally and reporting to 
the Committee at its annual sessions. 

WORK AREA 03.4: 5ELECTED ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE­
SAVING PROBLEMS 

03.4.1. The use of wastes from high-polymer products, 
especially plastics and synthetic fibres as 
secondary raw materials 

Description: The Committee will examine the question of 
recycling and the use of wastes from high polymer products 
in order to make a contribution to the solution of problems 
arising in this field. 

Method of work: This subject will be dealt with in a 
symposium which will be hosted by the German Democratic 
Republic in 1978. A preparatory meeting will be held 
in January 1977 to determine the programme of the 
symposium. 

3 

3 

l 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1982 

1980 

1978 



03.4.2. Utilization and elimination of ~estes in and by the 
chemical industry 

Description: The Committee ~ill study the utilization of 
~astes of the chemical industry or the ~astes from other 
industries, to be used as ra~ materials for the chemical 
industry. This study ~ill complement the study on 
Technical Progress and its Role in Combating High Waste 
Technologies in the Inorganic Chemical Industry as ~ell as 
the Seminar on The Use of viastes from High Polymer Products, 
especially Plastics and Synthetic Fibres as Secondary Ra~ 
Materials. 

Method of ~ork: An ad hoc Meeting of Experts ~ill 
formulate the project more precisely and also decide on the 
methods of ~ork to be applied. 

03.4.3. Use as chemical ra~ materials of natural roducts 
cellulose or those from the sea 

Description: Against the background of the r~s~ng cost 
of traditional chemical ra~ materials, the Committee ~ill 
explore the possibilities of alternative sources. [The 
Committee ~ill have to define in more detail the scope of 
this project ~hich ~as suggested during the eighth session 
of the Committee]. 

Method of ~ork: [To be defined by the Committee] 

03.4.4. Use of chemical treatment for reducing atmospheric 
pollution by sulphur oxide and gaseous pollutants 
in general 

Description: The Committee ~ill continue to examine 
environmental problems related to the chemical industry, 
particularly in respect of air and ~ater pollution and 
the use of ~ater resources. 

Method of ~ork: [To be determined by the Committee, 
possibly in co-operation ~ith the Senior Advisers to 
ECE Governments on Environmental Problems]. 

03.4.5. Study of the noxious effects of specific chemical 
substances, such as polyvinyl-chloride 

Description: Within the frame~ork of the Committee's 
activities on the discharge of toxic substances specific 
case studies ~ill be examined. [To be further defined 
by the Committee]. 

Method Lf ~ork: [To be determined by the Committee]. 
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03.4.6. Current pollution standards in the fertilizer 
industry 

Description: In accordance with the recommendations of the 
Semin8r on Technical and Economic Aspects of the Fertilizer 
Industry, the Committee will consider and analyse current 
pollution standards effective in member countries, with a 
vie;' to assisting Governments in their policy making 
decisions. 

Method of work: [To be determined by the Committee]. 

WORK AREA 03.5: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

03.5.1. Bulletin of imports and exports in chemical 
products 

Description: The Committee will continue to promote the 
collection of statistics on a comparable basis regarding the 
chemical industry, its raw material sources and its 
markets. 

Method of work: The secretariat will collect the 
requisite information from available United Nations 
statistical sources and publish an Annual Bulletin of 
Trade in Chemical Products, covering exports and imports 
of chemical products. 

03.5.2. Development of internationally comparable 
statistics and statistical classification 

Description: The Committee will (a) advise the 
secretariat on the collection and preparation of 
statistics on the chemical industry, on a comparable 
basis for ECE countries and others; (b) give guidance to 
the secretariat on its annual updating of statistical 
information on the principal chemical products dealt with 
in the quinquennial survey; (c) examine methodological 
questions concerning concepts, definitions and methods of 
measurement; (d) guide the secretariat in developing a 
methodology of statistical analysis and forecasting of 
production, consumption and trade of chemical products; 
and (e) promote the collection of statistics on the 
chemical industry, its raw material sources and its 
markets. 

Method of work: vlork is pursued by the secretariat, as 
necessary, in co-operation with the secretariats of 
other bodies concerned. Ad hoc meetings on specific 
auestions ;Jill be held jointly by the Committee and the 
Conference of E'Jropean Statisticians as required. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

2 

cont. 

cont. 
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Estimated Estima.ted 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

WORK AREA 04.1: MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM PERSPEC'I'IVES 

04.1.1. Future role of coal in the energy econo~f the 
region 

Description: The Committee will examine the long-term 
prospects of coa.l in the context of the national and world 
energy economies with a view to identifying and assessing 
emerging trends and problems affecting dem::..nd and supplies 
of coal, related government policies and options for 
inter-governmental co-operation within ECE. 

Method of work: These questions will be examined by the 
Committee at its sessions once in every two years or, if 
special aspects are to be singled out, by the appropriate 
subsidiary bodies, either through a study or a symposium. 
The study presently undertal,en by the Working Part:' on Coal 
Trade entitled "Perspectives of the coal industry in the 
TI:CE region" will be upda tecl after 1977. 

04.1.1.1. Perspectives of the coal industry in the ECE 
region cont. 

04.1.2. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments on the Overall Economic Perspectives 
of the ECE region up to 1990 

Description: The Committee will consider and comment upon 
the Overall Economic Perspective prepared by the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments, and will malce available 
to the Senior Economic Advisers, the results of its work, on 
the relevant projects (e.g. 04.1.1. and 04.2.2.) for use in 
their work. ; 

l1ethod of worlc: The secretariat will prepare, as 
appropriate, the necessary documentation for the Committee's 
examination, and will assist it in its work on this project. 

WORK AREA 04.2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

04.2.1. Review of the short-term fluctuations of demand 
for and supply of solid fuels 

Description: The Committee will follow closely demand/ supply 
fluctuations with a view to avoiding or smoothinG imbalances. 

3 1978 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

04.2 .1.1. Review of the coal market particularly of supplies 
D.n<l. requircncnts of eolid fuels. 

Method of work: These questions will be considered twice 
a year by the Working Party on Coal Trade on the basis of 
forecasts supplied by Governments and consolidated by the 
secretariat. 

04,2,2, Review of the situation and prospects of coal 
in the li,~ht of government plans and policies 

Descri<)tion: This project aims at an exchange of views and 
information on national coe,l policies, as part of national 
energy policies: at an assessment of the development of the 
major underlying factors; at a comparison of such policies; 
and at the identification of areas in which intensified 
inter-governn1ental co-operation might be mutually beneficial, 
The results of the Committee's consideration of these 
problems will be made available to the Senior Economic 
Advisers to ECE Governments (see 04.1.2. above). 

04,2.2.1. Annual survey of the coal situation and its 
prospects. 

Hethod of work: The Conuni ttee will implement project 
component 04.2.2.1. through annual surveys of the coal 
situation prepared by the secretariat on the basis of 
government replies to a questionnaire, Reports of 
particular relevance to the activities of the Senior 
Economic Advisers will be made available to them for 
information and appropriate use in their work, 

04. 2. 3, Coal utilization in selected consuming· sectors 

Description: The purpose of this project is to improve 
the understanding of short and medium-term consumption 
trends and to consider related policy measures. 

04,2, 3 .1. Review of coal mal'ket trends by consumption 
sectors 

04.2.3.2. Use of steam coal in power stations 

04.2.3.3. Use of coal in the metallurgical industry 
including formed colce 

cont. 

cont. 

cont. 
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duration termination 

(in years) year 

Hethod of work: 'rhe project will be implemented as 
appropriate, by studies or symposia under the auspices of 
the Working Party on Coal Trade in close co-operation with 
the other Principal Subsidiar'J Bodies concerned. 

WOID{ AREA 04.3: SElECTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLmiCAL PROBlEMS 

04.3.1. Productivity in underground mi~ 

Description: The purpose of this project is to enhance 
technology transfer and industrial co-operation in underground 
mining through an exchange of information and experience in 
advanced mining technologies. While this worl: is mainly 
geared towards technical aspects, due account will be t~:en 
of related management problems, labour productivity, 
production costs, environmental implications, etc. 1-!ajor 
problems considered will be: 

04.3.1.1. In the field of mechanization and automation 
of various functions 

(a) Mechanization and automation of face work 

(b) Mechanization and automation of road driving in 
rock and coal 

(c) Worldng of seams of medium thiclmess (about 1 to 2 "'·) 

( cl) Worldng of thick coal seams (more than about 2 m.) 

(e) Working of coal seams according to natural, 
technical and economic conditions 

(f) Recent developments in the support of fe.ce ends 
and junctions betvmen face and access roadvrays 

(g) Increased labour productivity 

(h) New mining, technologies 

(i) Mechanization and automation of equipment 

(j) Reinforcement of excavated areas 

(k) Exploitation of thin, steeply inclined seams 

(l) Coal extraction under towns and industrial areas 

(m) lleduction of production costs 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.. 

.. 

1980 

1981 

1981 

1981 

1981 

1983 

. . 
• • 

•• 



E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 52 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

0~ .• 3 .1. 2. In the field of trainill€ of miners, of scientific 
and. technical pel·sonnel 

(a) Qualification required at present or to be required 
in the future for mine-workers and coal inCI.ustry 
scientific and teclmical executive personnel 

(b) Possibilities and methods of encouraging executive 
personnel to work in the coal industry 

04.3.1.3. In the field of concentration of operations -
concentration indices 

04.3.1,4, In the field of modern management techniques 
and policies 

(a) Organization, methods and criteria for the 
optimization of work combining coal production and 
use 

(b) Structure of management in the coal industry, its 
development and efficiency 

(c) Utilization in respect of time, of equipment, mining 
systems and manpower 

(d) 11ethods of computerized planning, with particular 
reference to methods of forecasting production 
costs and coal prices, and selection of criteria 
and methods applicable in short and long-term 
optimization 

Method of work: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Productivity and Management Problems in 
the Coal Industry. As a rule, the work of this Group will 
be based on comprehensive country monographs prepared along 
agreed lines, After consideration, these monographs and 
the discussion will be consolidated in a report high-lichting 
common trends, differences and areas of possible intensified 
industrial co-operation. The Group of Experts on Productivity 
and Management Problems is called upon to consider the 
inclusion of projects 04.3.1.1. (g) - (m) in the programme 
of worlc. 

2 

2 

cont. 
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duration termination 
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04. 3. 2. Economic and techni.cal problems linked with 
the further development of' open-cnst minin;? 

Description: The purpose of' this project is to initiate 
and develop an exchange of experience and views on open-
cast mining technologies and related economic, environmental, 
operational and other problems with a view to speeding· up the 
transfer of' advanced tGchnologies and to identify areas of' 
inter-governmental and industrial co-operation. The 
problems selected for consideration are: 

04.3.2.1. Use of' heavy equipment 

04.3.2.2. Establishment of' internationall~' comparable 
productivity indicators 

04.3.2.3. Reclamation of excavated open-cast coalfields 

04.3.2·4· Selected open-cast mining problems 

Method of' work: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of' Experts on Open-Cast Coal Hines. Project 
component (1) will be the subject of' a symposium to be 
organized in the German Democratic Republic in 1978. 
Project components (2) and (4) will be dealt with in 
meetings of' the Group of' Experts on the basis of' 
country monographs established along agreed outlines, 
As regards project component (3) a consolidated report 
will be prepared by Czechoslovruc experts on the basis of 
country monographs; the report will be submitted to the 
Symposium on Environmental Problems resulting from Coal 
Industry Activities (Katowice, October 1976). 

04.3.3. Technical problems of safety and health risks 

Description: The purpose of' this project is to take 
stock, through an exchange of' infonnation and experience, 
of' progress achieved in the reduction of' sudden outbursts 
of' coal and gas and in the reduction of' nuisances such as 
dust and noise affecting the safety and health of' miners, 
Two problems have been singled out for consideration: 

04.3.3.1. Sudden outbursts of' coal and gas 

04.3·3.2. Prevention of' dust 

2 1978 

2 1978 
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Method of work: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on I'roducti vi ty and Management Proble;l s 
in the Coal Industry through symposia as far as sudden 
outbursts of coal and cas are concerned, and in regular 
meetings as far as the other project component is concerned, 
The next symposium on sudden outbursts of coal and gas could 
suitably take place in 1982, i.e. seven years after the 
last symposium on this question held in Donetsk (ln::rainian 
SSR) in October 1975. A Preparatory Meeting might usefully 
take place in 1981. The consideration of dust abatement 
techniques will be based on country monographs established 
along agreed lines; a consolidated report on this issue 
will be prepared in 1977 by a goverrunent rapporteur in order 
to identify common trends and opportunities for closer 
co-operation. 

04.3.4. International co-operation on R and D projects 

Description: This project consists of a review of the worl: 
of national mining research institutes, It aims at 
exchanging· scientific, technical and economic information 
on topical Rand D activities, and at identifying areas of 
common interest suitable for joint co-operative research. 
The following project components will be considered. 

0~ .• 3.4.1. Exchang·e of information on R and D programmes 
and institutes 

04·3·4•2• Co-operation in research on selected projects 

(a) Research and development in road-driving in coal 
and rock 

(b) Trends in the mechanization and automation of coal 
faces and face-ends 

(c) Technological trends in coal preparation and 
utilization 

Method of worl:: The project is implemented by the 
Meetings of Directors of National Mining Research 
Institutes which will be held once in two years and will 
be connected with visits of national Rand D institutes 
and study tours to coalfields. Selected problems will 
be the subject of symposia organized in close co-operation 
with the other subsidiary organs of the Committee concerned 
and with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission 

cont. 
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interested in the subject matter. Project (c) has been 
included by the Coal Committee upon a suggestion by the 
Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of 
Solid Fuels to the effect that the Meeting of Directors 
pay attention also to long-term problems of coal preparation 
and use. 

04.3.5. New uses for coal 

Description: The exchange of information and views on this 
subject will aim at the identification of new uses for coal, 
the acceleration of technical progress in the field of ooal 
preparation, conversion and use, the facilitation of 
technology transfer and the initiation of industrial 
co-operation in areas of common interest. While focusing 
attention on the technical aspects of coal preparation and 
use, this would require the integrated consideration of 
related questions of economic viability, environmental 
acceptability and operational feasibility. The following 
project components will be considered: 

04.3.5.1. Gasification and liquefaction of coal 

(a) 

(b) 

Details of intensified co-operation on selected 
Rand D projects in this field (see also 04.5.1.2.) 

Symposium on the gasification and liquefaction of 
coal 

04.3.5.2. Use of solid fuels in the metallurgical industry 

(a) Automation of coking plants and the use of computers 
not only in the design stage but also for the 
optimization and control of process 

(b) Technical experience and environmental and economic 
effects of the introduction of dry quenching of coke 
(see also 04.4.1.4.) 

(c) Technical and economic aspects of new technologies 
and improvements made in conventional methods of 
metallurgical coke manufacture 

04.3·5·3· Selected problems of coal preparation and use 

(n) Technologies for the homogenization of coal to meet 
the requirements of preparation plants and consumers 

1 1977 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

(b) Mechanization and automation of coal preparation 
plants 

(c) Intecrated production from coal of other energy forms 
(liquid and gaseous fuels and electricity) and 
chemical products 

(d) Preparation of brown coals accordin.g to their various 
applications 

(e) Use of coal for the lonc-distance heatinc of towns 
2-nd cities 

(f) Preparation of coal intended for the domestic sector 

(c) Fluidised bed combustion 

(h) Coal use efficiencies in various industrial processes 
as a result of the development of new technoloGies 

(i) Nethodology of assessing energy balances 

(j) Study of problems identified by the Seminar on 
Technolocies for the Utilization of Low-calorie Fuels 

Nethod of >vork: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of 
Solid Fuels. As regards crasification and liquefaction of 
coal, a symposium is foreseen to ta!ce place in Polancl. in 
1978 or 1979; an a'1 hoc meeting will take place in 1977 in 
order to explore the possibilities of more intensified 
intergovernmental co-operation in this field. The Committee 
will ensure close co-operation with the Committee on Gas, 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology and other Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned. 
As concerns project components 0~,.3.5.3. (g) - (j), the 
G1·oup of Experts will consider the usefulness and modalities 
of their consideration at their 1977 session. As recards 
the other project components, the Group of Experts will 
undertake studies along agreed lines. As a first step, 
country monographs will be prepared i:Jy government rapporteurs 
on the basis of an agreed outline, After consideration by 
tho Group of Experts, these monogrccphs will be consolidated 
in a GGneral report reflectin.g common trends and identifying 
areas of potential industrial co-operation. The Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology will 
be kept informed of projects of p2.rticular interest to them. 
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Bstimated 
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-~-r __ 

04,3, 6, Harmonization of trad_e classifications, standarcls 
and certifications 

Description: The purpose of this project is to facilitate 
international coal trade through the elaboration of 
agreements on trade classifications, standards and 
certifications. 

0~ .• ),6.1. Comparison of systems of classif'ication of 
hard coals by type 

04.).6.2. Unified trade nomenclatures 

l'lethod of work: Project component ( 1) will be implement eel 
by the Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation 
of Solid Fuels, 'fhe methods of war!' to be used in respect 
of project component ( 2) will be dete:rmined by the 
Committee in 1977. 

WORK AREA 04,4: ENVIRONMENTAL AlfD RESOURCE-SAVING PROBlEMS 

04.4.1, Environmental problems reoulting from coal mi'1!:E£. 
and ancillary activities 

Description: Through an exchange of relevant informntion 
and experience, the Committee will aim at promoting the 
environmental acceptability of coal production, conversion 
and use, The following problems will be dealt with: 

04.4.1.1. Environmental problems resulting from coal 
industry activities 

04.~ .• 1.2. Land reclamation 

04.4.1.3. Desulphurization of coal 

04.4.1.4. Technical experience and en·1ironmental and 
economic effects of the introduction of dry 
quenching of coke (see also 04.3.5.2.(b)) 

04.4.1.5. Current position and recent developments 
relating to the control of atmospheric ancl water 
pollution caused by the operation and products 
of col:ing plants 
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Method of work: Project component (1) will be dealt with 
by the .• ymposiwn on ;;:n-dronmental Problems resul ti!l(l from 
Coctl Industry Activities (Katowice, October 1976). 
Project component (2) consists of a further elaboration of 
project 04.).2.3. in the light of the results of the Symposium 
mentioned above. Project components (3), (4) and (5) will 
be clealt with by the Group of Experts on the Utilization and 
Preparation of Solid Fuels during its regular meetings; 
studies 1vill be underta!wn to assc,ss the proaress achieved 
in these fields since the last consideration of these 
topics, In all cases the Committee will ensure close 
co-operation with other :?rincipal :Jubsidiary Bodies 
concerned, in particular, 1vi th the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on :environmental Problems. 

04.4.2. Reduction of vmste and increased _efficiency in the 
mining, processing, transport and us~ of coal 

Description: Th1·ough the exchange of relevant infomation 
and experience the Committee will aim at promoting a more 
careful utilization of scarce natural resources and at 
rec1.uci!l(l the technical and economic constraints which hitherto 
impede<l. greCl.ter efficiencies to be obtained. The following 
problems will ·Je considered: 

0~-· 4. 2 .1. Reduction of the 'luanti ties of rock and waste 
resultinG from the extrCl.ction und p1•eparation 
of coal 

04,4.2.2. Better use of available coal resources and 
increCl.sed economy and efficiency of coal 
extraction techni'lues 

0~ .• ~-· 2. 3. Utilization of waste O~)tained in the production 
and consumption of coal 

Method of work: Project component (1) will be jointly 
studied by the Group of Experts on Productivity and 
11anaccment Problens in tile Coal Industr)' ancl by the Group 
of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of Solid 
Fuels on the basis of an a(!reed outline, Project 
component (2) will be considered by the Group of Experts on 
Producti·ri ty D.nd 1-!anagement Problems in the Coal Industry 
as fe.r as underground mining 1vas conce1•ned, and by the Group 
of Experts on Open-C2.st Coal !·lines, as far as surface mining 
was conce1•ned. Project component (3) falls under the 
purview of the Group of Experts on the Utilization Cl.nd 

3 1979 

3 1978 

2 1980 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(!E._~~:@.) year 

Preparation of Solid Fuels. In all cases, the consicleration 
will he based on country reports which rrill, at a later 
stage, be consolidated into a general report, 

WORK AREA 0~-· 5: IN"DUSTRik-1 CO-OPERATION 

04.5.1. Examination of possibilities for industrial 
co-operation 

Description: With a view to furthering technolocy transfer 
and industrial co-operation the Committee will examine the 
possibility of rendering its activities more operational, 
to undertalce in suitable cases joint research and arrange 
fol' the exchange of scientific e.nd technical personnel. 

04,5.1.1. Detailed infonaation on research institutes 
and their basic programmes 

04.5.1.2. Ad hoc meeting to consider details of intensified 
co-operation on selected R and D projects in 
the field of coal gasification, liquefaction 
and treat;nent, and to draw up a list of su~)jects 
most appropriate for such co-operation, 

Methocl of work: Project component (1) will ile implemented 
by the Meeting of Directors of National Mining Research 
Institutes (see also 04.3.4.) and project component (2) by 
the Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of 
:)olid Fuels (see also 04.:;.5.1. (a)). The Conunittee will 
co-operate, as appropriate, with the Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies concerned, in particular, the Committee on the 
Development of Trade, 

04.5.2. Selected problems of industrial co-operation with 
member countries of the ECE which a£e developil1f! 
from the economic point of view 

Description: The expected consideraille increase in coal 
production and use in ECE countries which are developing 
from the economic point of view (see ECE/COAL/16, part II F), 
requires measures to facilitate and accelerate the transfer 
of technology from the more experienced tre.cli tional coal 
coltntries to those other countries, The purpose of the 
present project is to enhance such transfer of technology. 

Method of worlc: To be cletermined by the Committee in 1977. 

cont. 

1 1977 

.. 
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Estimated 
<Iuration 

(in years) 

WOPJ' ptEA 04.6: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

04.6.1. Periodic bulletins of coal statistj..£§_ 

J)eSCl'i u_tion: The Committee will continue to collect, publish 
ancl review interno..tionally coml)C,l"'able inform<:tion on 
production, conswnption, exports, imports, stocks, manpower 
anc1 p:co<lucti vi ty. cant. 

llethod_ of '!?.r]~_: The secretariat will collect the 
requisite quarterly e.nc1 annual information from Governments 
and publish them in the Quarterly and Annual Bulletins in 
line with the guidance provided by the Group of Experts 
on Coal ~tatistics and the Conference of European 
Statisticians. 

0~ .• 6. 2. peveloryment of internationally comparable 
statistics 

Description: '.fhe purpose of this project is to ans1ver the 
need for internationally comparable data on subject matters 
which are not yet, or cannot be, covered by the l'egular 
Bulletins on Coe.l ~>tatistics. The following subjects will 
be under study. 

04.6.2.1. Capital fo1~ation, production costs and investment 
intentions in the European coal industries cont. 

04.6.2.2. llew or improved internationally comparable 
productivity measurements cont. 

0~ .• 6. 2.). Use of computers for solving statistical problems 
of the European coal industries (this subject 
will deal with the storage, retrieval and 
treatment of statistical data with the help of 
computers and hence affect almost all other 
project components). cont. 

04.6.2.~.. Number and type of shifts rrorked per 100 tons 
of coal produced cont. 

0~ .• 6.2.5. The principles of presentinG statistics of 
achievements of high production faces in such 
a way as to improve the gene1"al overall face 
perfonne.nce 

0~ .• 6.2.6. Comparati1e analysis of national systems of 
accountinG labour consumption in the coal industry 

3 

) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 
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1979 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

04,6.2.7. Productivity forecasts for European coal mines, 
by comparison with methods used in mines in 
various countries having the hichest productivity 
levels 3 

04.6.2.0. Statistical methods of recording and anulysirl(l 
working time at mechanized coal faces in order 
to minimize lost time 3 

04.6.2.9. Application of statistical methods to the selection 
of methods of workinz anc1 of seams t~ be worked 
in order to optimize planned profitability 3 

04.6.2.10. Statistical methods applied to coal prepnmtion 
and coal blending for market purposes 

04.6.2.11. Preparation of consumption statistics broken down 
by sector, including statistics on the processing 
of coal into secondary energy sources 

04.6.2.12. Measures of efficiency in the extraction, upgrading, 

3 

3 

conversion and use of coal 3 

04.6.2.13. Development of definitions on the following terms: 
low-rank solid fuels, low-calorific-value solid. 
fuels, cual beneficiation products, brown coal, 
lignites, peat 

l1ethod of work: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of Expe1•ts on Corel Statistics in co-opere.tion with 
the Conference of European Statisticia11s. 

04.6.). Use of computers in the coal mining industry 

Description: This project provides for an exchange of 
experience on the use of computers in process control in 
the coal industry, 

04,6.3,1. Automation of coking plants and the use of 
computers not only in the desicn stage but also 
for the optimization e.nd control of process 

Method of worl': The project component (1) is implemented 
by the Group of Experts on tho Utilization and Preparation 
of Solid Fuels (see 04.3.5.2. (a)), 

2 

2 

1900 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1981 

1978 

1979 



E/5944/Add,l 
E/ECE/920/Add.l 
pa(>e 62 

04.6.4. p.<chang,, of pan-statistical infoi'!llation 

DescriDtion: 'l'his project aims at facili tatinc contacts 
and access through the exchallG'e of addresses, organigrams, 
directories, bibliographies, uork programmes, activity 
reports, etc. 

O~.,G,4.1. Addresses of g-ove1-nment authorities, major 
enterprises, associations and institutes, 

Estimated 
duxation 
(in years) 

uorking in the field of coal (see also 04.5.1.1.) 

04.6.4.2. Reports transmitted by intergovernmental 
org-anizations on activities of interest to the 
Coal Committee 

04,S.4.3, List of documents in the enerGY field 
published by ECl:: 

l!ethod of uork: On the basis of a questionnaire prepared 
by thesecretariat, the Committee will assem~)le, and 
regularly up-elate, a list of addresses of institutions workinc; 
in the field of solid fuels. Representatives of the 
Secretariats of the intergovernmental organizations concelcned 
uill keep the Committee infoi'!lled of activities of their 
respective orcanizations in the field of coal. The 
secretariat uill prepare annually a list of documents in the 
enerc;y field published by ECE, Bibliographies uill be annexed 
to reports on substru1tive matters, cont. 

05. - ENVIROlllJENT 

\lOlli: AllEA 0'5 .1: PROSPEC'riVE 'fP.ENDS AND PROBLE!!S 

05.1.1. Study on integration of environmental policies 
into socio-economic development planning 

05 .1.1.1. Integra ted plrumine framework 

Description: 1'he Senior Advisers >~ill consider concepts 
and proceduxes for comprehensive socio-economic planning 
and management that could be of value to ECI: Governments 
in iLlplementinc the environmental programme, 

i!ethod of work: At the first stage, co-operation 1·rill be 
established uith the Committee on Housing, Building and 
Planning and, in particl'lar, its 1:/orking Party on Urban 
and Reg-ional Plruming and Development to examine 
conceptual, institutional and methodolog-ical questions 
raised by integrated planninrr. In particular, the 

Entimated 
termination 

year 
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Estimated Esti1:1ated 
duration termination 

(in years ) year 

S3nior Advisers will co-sponsor the project and join in 
an ad hoc meeting on this project to be held in 
november 1977. The Senior AU.visers will also co-sponsor 
the proposed seminar. 

05.1.2. 

Description: The project will focus on the environmental 
aspects of the Overall Economic Perspective as elaborated 
by the Senior Economic Advisers 

Method of work : fm ad hoc task force will prepare the 
framework for a contribution which will be submi ttec1 to 
the sixth session of the Jenior Advisers on Environmental 
Problems. The mee·bing, to be hosted by the Government 
of the Netherlands, will be helc1 in Gpring 1977 in 
Bilthoven (Netherlands). 

WORK AREA 05.2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPECTS IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES 

05.2.1. Exchange of information and views_on environmental 
policies anc1 strategies in ECE countries 

Description: The aim of this project will be to: (i) keep 
the Senior Advisers informed about environmental policy 
development in the ECE region; (ii) permit them to select 
priority issues for in-depth discussion at their rumual 
sessions; and (iii) help to serve as a basis for 
identification of new projects. 

11ethod of work: On a biennial basis, every even year, 
member Governments will prepare country monographs according 
to agreed guidelines. (The next series of monographs are 
due by 31 11ay 1978). Copies will be submitted to the 
secretariat, and also circulated directly between member 
states, in at least one of the official ECE languages 
according to the mailing list provided by the secretariat, 
The secretariat will prepare a synthesis paper, based on an 
analysis of these monographs and their annexes ccontaining 
information on three priority issues in each country, and 
will be reviewed by the Senior Advisers at their seventh 
annual session, with a view to selecting topics for 
in-depth discussion at the two following annual sessions 

3 

2 

and to providing guidance for future activities. cant. 
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1979 
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Estimated Estimatecl 
duration termine.tion 

(in years) yee.r 

WOillC AREA__Q.5_,j_: ENVIRONMeNTAL POLJCY AND MANAGEMEI'r.r ISSUES 

05.3.1. Environmental impact assessment 

05,5 .1.1. Study of procedures and relevant experience 
relating to the activities of Go·;ernments in 
devclopirl8 the capabilities of their countries 
to predict adequately environmental consequences 
of economic e.cti vi ties and technological 
development 

Description: In order to assist ECE Goverrunents to develop 
policy instruments needed to ensure that environmental 
concerns al'e fully taken into account in socio-economic 
planning and management, the Senior Advisers will undertake 
work on environmental impact assessment. 

Hethod of worl:: A seminar on practical experience in 
environmental impact assessment will oe held in 1979. 
The seminar will be based on selected case studies relating 
to projects in various sectors, for example, the environmental 
impact of airoorne pollution. A prepe.ratory meeting will 
be held in late 1977. 

05.3.1.2. Methods and. models for evaluating the impact of 
man 1 s activities on the environment 

Description; The Senior Advisers will examine the practical 
use of formal methods and models in the environmental 
decision-m~cing process. The results of these 
activities would constitute a useful input to the project 
on Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Hethod of work: As a follow-up to the work already 
accomplishec1 (e.g. the digest of methods and models and the 
linecage of economic and pollution abatement models), work 
will continue on practical techniques within the framework 
of the project on Envil'onmental Im2_Jact Assessment. As a 
first step in this respect the secretariat will prepare for 
the next session of the Se1rior Advisers a digest of existing 
methodologies and of their potentialities for contributing 
to Envil'Ol1!1ental Impact Assessment; e.g. those relating 
to e.irbOl'ne pollution. An ad hoc meeting will be convened, 
if appropriate, to analyse the replies to the questionnaire 
circulated in 1976. 

1979 

2 1978 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
terminEction 
_]lea_r ____ _ 

05.3.1.3. Public participation in decision-making 
processes 

Description: Having recognized the major importance in the 
decision-making process of public participation in 
appra~s~ng environmental impacts, the Senior Advisers 
decided to undertalce work on this subject, 

Method of work: It was agreed t~t suggestions for 
the methods of work would be presented. to the sixth session 
of the Senior Advisers. 

05.3.1.4. Economic assessment of environmental damage 

Description: Consideration will be given to the 
development of a common methodology for assessing the 
environmental damage caused by pollution, As a first 
step, attention will be given to clame.ge from air pollution, 

Method of~: An intergovernmental task force, headed 
by the USSR and in which at present five other countries 
are participating·, has been established, Its programme 
of work has been circulated by the lead country. A 
report will be submitted shortly and the first meeting 
of the task force will be held in Geneva in late 1977. 

05.3.1.5, Study of economic incentives for environmental 
policies 

Description: A study will be undertalcen on economic 
incentives with a view to the encouragement of more 
rational use of resources and protection against pollution. 
Consideration will be given, inter alia, to physical and 
financial measures such as charges, tax policies, subsidies, 
sanctions (e.g, fines), etc. 

~1ethod of work: The preliminary study will be undertalcen 
by the secretariat and a report submitted to the Senior 
Advisers for further action, 

[To be considered by the ~-onior Advisers at their 
sixth session,] 

2 1978 
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05.3.1.6. Exchange of information on contingency plans to 
handle environmental emergencies 

Description: An exchange of information on the state of 
preparation for the prevention ancc clean-up of SIJills of 
oil and hazC'.rdous or toxic materials will be or(!anized. 
Specifically, a study will be pl'epued by eovernment 
rapiJorteurs to exe.'lline alerting and reporting systems, 
contingency plans, prevention and clean-up emergency 
situations in the various countries of the ECE region. 

i!cthod of work: Using the study as background naterial, 
a seminar will be held in clue course to consider experience 
of Governments in handling environmental emergencies. 

[To ')e considered by the Senior Advisers at 
their sixth session.] 

05.3. 2 .1. Problems of co-ordinated and integrated land-use 
planning for environmental protection ancl 
improvement 

Description: The Senior Advisers will c::msider the 
requirements for the planning and management of land that, 
in the long term, are rational from an ecologic<'-1 point of 
view. The purpose of this project will be to establish 
criteria and guidelines for land-use planning as a support 
to the environmental policy of ECE Governments. 

Method of work; 

['ro be considered by the Senior Advisers at their 
sixth session.] 

05.3.2.2. Qelectecl environmental problems of tourism 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

Description: As a follow-up to the Symposium on the 
Planning and Development of the Tourist Industry in the 
ECE Region and in acc,_,rdance with Conunission decision K (XXXI), 
the :-enior P.clvisers vrill contribute to an inter-disciplinary 
exex11ination of the tourist industry, in particular by studying 
the environmental impact of recent and foreseeable trends in 
the physical location of related activities and facilities. 
The purpose of the project is to G.evelop knowledge and infonm tion 
that would permit membel' Governments to consider possibilities 
for greater harmonization of polico' in the long-term interest 
of tourism developmen·c in the region. 
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Estimated Ji:stimc-..tec1 
c1tu'"'ation termination 

(J-n ;years) ~,rear 

Hej;hoCLE.f....E2!1:; In co-operution rr!.th C-11 other :Crincipal 
Su"'usid.io.ry Boclieo concernet:, in pD.rticuln.r the Comr.ti. ttec on 
HousinG, Builclin,:;' and l)lannin,c, the .'...Ienior l~dvise~"S will focus 
e.ttcntion on land-usc problods and cri tcriu for the location 
of tourism development. As a fh·st otcp, the secretc.riet 
11ill collect from Govc:>rru'lcnts existinG inforJ•w.tion on 
coastline sur··;eyo ·th. .. "..t ha.vc been carried out in J~lcHbel" 
conntl·ies. Tl1io matc:>ri~.l uill constitute the basis for 
further c.cti vi tics ui th the eim of analyzinG data 
requirements tho.t are ossentiul f ;r lonc-tel"lll environmental 
plmming related to touris101 cl0volopment in coestal areas. 
A report will be submHtec~ to the sixth session, 

05.), 2. 3. The role:> of tl·ansportdion in urban ple.nning, 
de-relopment anc1 envil'O;Jment 

DcSCl'iption: As ;:c follm1-up to t:10 recommcm1ations of the 
Se~1-d ;~emil1.c;'!.l"' on ·L;he Role of ~.rr['.nspor·tc.tion in Urban 
PL:xming, Development cu1tl En.vi::conment, the Senior Ac~_visers 
rrill be l:ept fully informc:>c'c of the further ucti vi tics 
undertakc:>n by the Con1r.1ittce on HousinG, Builclinc and Plc.nninc. 

Me thor'" of >vorl:: 
cc.re of throlt(lh 
level. 

'rl1o environmental aspects 11ill 
tl1e 2.cti ve participc..tion at thG 

be taken 
oecrctari2.t 

05.::;.2.4. Treatieo, conventions, fl.Qreements C'.l1d 

int81"'11C.tiolk'l..l prov:·e.mmes concernincr environmental 
problems of lc.rce areas in the:> GCE re&ion 

Dcocription: (i) 1£hc Senior Ac-:.visers ·will keep thonwelveo 
cm"'ren·Cly informeLl about proeress in tl10 iaplemente.tion of 
treo.tios, conventions, ac1~oemento and international 
pX'O(!rH11Il18S concerning· envirQj_1mental proJlems of larGe 2.reas 
in tho ~G.8 recion. (ii) They vdll also continue to promote 
international co-opere. tion on environmental lJl'Oblei2S concerning 
larae .:"l.reas in the :CCE :i..""'egion and, as fl. case stndy, considel"" 
any rec;uest fl'Om UNE::_:> with re(l<U'cl to the Ulli:~' Blue Plan for 
the Hedi ter:t."'ancan. 

Hej;hod of \70rl:: The oecretari2. t Yrill Llil'-.G:i:tru:e to submit 
to tl1e :;onior Lcl_visers 2.p1Jropria.te reports concc:cninG 
pro,:reso on subject (i) .?.-:Jove~ (ii) the sem.'"'etari~.-t will also 
prcpaHl a report on ~1ossi~Jlc futlll'e co-opc:>ration wi tl1 UICP 

4 

4 

rec&l'"'(~inc im~)lemontation of thG Blue ::.Jlan. cont. 
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EotiJ11c.te.~­

C.u:c?. ti on 
( in "/8Cl.,D) 
---..~.:.-·--

os ... 1. lTatm:-v.l resources mo.nc:,.r:;oment in ternw of --------- ·- ----~------ ---------.o_c_o_l_of2-_s¥ __ q_o!!§.:~.E.l.§~<:>._tj.ol!,II 

Rec;:,rc1iuc, re-L::..;e r--.ac~ reco-:.·or;.- of l'Tltu1ici;~8.l 
c,ncl i:.1r-..ust:,.~io.l solicl vrastco 

Dc~jpti..?D.; il.o a follorr-up to t~lG Seminar ua the Collection, 
DispooC1..l, 'l1:.:'ea·C,:.tcnt 2J.lt1 RecyclinG of :~olid W:--.ote, "Cl1e SeniOl" 
~\c!.viso:.:·s Yrill e::~vJ1ine J?Olicies 2.nC.. stro.tecios whicl.1 coulc~, 

~Je r.~)~)liocl to oncoUl"D{<: the effecti vo :,_·ccycline;, l"e-use 
e.nl~ recoverJ· of mui.1ici!)r.1 v.nd industrioJ. so lie"'.. vre.stes. 

l"Ietl.1o1Lo_f_l~or;.:: ~ :U:.."o.ft ter:'1s of refel"Gi.1cc have lJeen 
~~~teparoc1 by t:10 soc::cotnJ.:'io:G fo::.. .. 2. to.s~: fo:,.·co to be led by 
I"b2.l~r, rrhich rrill examine, intcJ.. .. c..lic., ~:.:csent J.:·ccove::~r 

prc"ctices. It is ""ntici,,atecl. that t;le tas!; force rrill 
staJ.. .. t its uor~:: in 1977, t2ldns into account the relationship 
of this ~1:i."'OjecJc to t~1.e }.Jrojoct on non-waste technology. 

05. 1: .• 1. 2. Low- and nOi1-ur.ste technolotS;;r 

Descl"i nti_2..1! ~ Ls a f llow-up to the :C(;l~ ;_.cminar on the 
l':·inciplos c.nl'~ C:·eation of Non-wc.ste TechnolOGY o.m1 
Production, t!1c ,CJnior Advisers wi til the support of UNEP 
rrill tQ.i:e measures to compile ['. compen<:J.ium of available 
~:novrloc\:..:e on lorr o.nc~_ non-w2.ste technoloGies ancl to 
otimul.:o.te the c1evelopment of mc-Ghoc~_olocies foJ.. .. analysis 
2.11d evaluatio:i.l ol' VD-rious technoloGies, ~Jeo.ring in 
ninC_ that tho resulto of thio WOl"'~;: should 2-lso be macle 
e.vc.ilc>"ble to the c'evelopin(! countries of the rrorl<l. 

Ilothoc1 of rrol'';; As a fil·st step, t;le secretal'iat 
-(t;oc;~her wtth m~P) would J?l .. opare o.. specific proposnl 
for t:1e implementation of thL~ pl'Ojoct, trc.nsmit it to member 
GoveJ..'nnents, end ceel::: r,n exp::ceGoion of t~1ei1" intel'OfJt in 
contri~Jutinc; to t:1c vc.rious elor;wnts of the project e.s 
clesc,·i1Jec1. c-:Jove. 'r'ne Iino.l propos2.l will be consic1erec1 1Jy 
the ,enior Advisers c.t their si:cth session. In o.ddi tion 
the secretariat will unC.erte~c:e '" stuc1.y of the possibilities 
for the utilization of recyclc"1. papel' within the 
United lTations systom. 4 

~stimc:.ted 

terminution 
- . . Y.e"L.__ 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
ternil1ation 
--.• ]car 

05. ~ .• 1.), Control of discharues of toxic chemicals and 
toJdc Ym.stes 

Description: On the basic of the worl: already undertaken, 
the Senior l!.clvisers will continuo worlc vri tll reGard to policy 
measures for hancllin(!, control and clisclr.rge of too:ic wastes, 

liethod of W.9,.l'l£! The :oenior Advisers requested the secretariat 
to p1·epure 11relimino.ry studies outlinine (i) what purpose 
would be served by establishin(t a list of toxi.c substances 
of priority concern within the I:CE l'CGion, anc'. (ii) possi'Jlc 
cuiC.elines fo:c a book-keepinG system, ta!:ina into account 
the worl: undertaken in this field by other international 
orcanizations. The Senior Advisers will examine, at their 
sixth session, what further action miuht be take;1. 2 

05. ~ •• 1. 4, Rehabilitation of derelict land 

Descripti.E..!!.: Exchange of information will be organized 
on national experience in the reclamation of contaminated 
sites, inclucci!J€ a review of existinG reclamation 
techniques and their effectiveness. Considcro.tion will 
also be civen to alternative future use of the l'ehabilitated 
areas (recreation, builcling· si tcs, etc,) 

Nethod of work: A group of government-appointed experts 
woulc' prepare docLUnente.tion for consideration by the 
Senior Advisers. 

[To be considered by the ·enior Advisers at their 
sixth session.] 

05,4.2. Environmentpd_..J!£9ble.~s related to energy 
development 

05 .. LJ., 2 .1. :Jnvirorunental aspecto of ener3y sv.vings and 
conse~vation proarammes 

Description: The ::enior Advisers will intensify their 
effort to ensure that, in LCE activities relating to 
increased ener(!y economy and efficiency, environmental 
consequences are fully analyzed ancl tolcen into account, 

Method of work: In order that the ;:enior Advisers ma;{ 
malce an appropriate contribution to this project, they 
rrill be kept informed of BCE acti vi tics on the environmental 
implication of energy development. cont. 

1978 
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EstimateQ Estimated 
duration termin..".tion 

(in years) years 

05.4.2.2. Gnvironmental aspects of energy production and use 
with particular reference to new tec<molorries 

Description: The f:enior Advisers on Environmental Problems 
will stuo.y, in close co-operation with the Senior Ac1visers 
on Science anc. 'rechnology, the environmental aspects of new 
cnel·gy technologies, in order to provide information of 
possible asoistance to Governments in c1ecision-making on 
technologice.l c1evelopments, 

llethod of work; The secroto.riat, with the guidance of the 
Senior Mvisers, will continue to complete the study in 
pl'Oi]-ress, Qr£\Wing, inter D.lia, upon authoritative information 
from othel" competent international organizations. 

WOlliC AREA ..Q5_,j_: SElECTED PROBIE~!S OF POLLUTION 

05.5.1. Problems of air pollution 

05.5.1.1. Implementation, through international co-operation, 
of an extensive pro(lranune for the moni taring and 
evalu2.tion of the lon(!-ranrre transport of air 
pollutants, starting with sulphur dioxide 

Descrjuti~: Tho main objective for the co-operative programme 
is to provide Governments with information in the deposition 
and concentration of air pollutants, as well as on the quantity 
and significance of long-range transmission of pollutants and 
fluxec across bounc1aries, Infonnation on the relative 
importance of local and distant sources resulting from such 
a programme vrill guicle national authorities in setting 
appropriate local c.nd regional permissible emission levels, 
teldnc into o.ccotmt the interna-tional implications of these 
levels. The information on the deposition and 
concentration of air pollutants will be a basis fOl' abatement 
stra.tegies in the Tecions affected, 

Ifetho_c'_ of worlc: The programme vrill be carried out under 
the auspices of the ECE and form part of the Global 
Environmental Moni tarinG System of the UNEP. It will be 
implemented in co-operation Hith the World Meteorological 
Organization. The Pl·ogramme will be supervised by a Steering 
Body made up of representatives from participatinG countries, 
The representatives of UHEP and the Woi·ld Heteorological 
Organize.tion will participe.te in the meetings. The Steering 
Body will be l'esponsible for all matters related to the 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

effective implementation of the programme and will report 
annually to the Senior Advisers through its Working Party on 
Air Pollution Problems. The first phase of the progreJnme 
will run from 1 Janucry 1978 to 31 December 1980. The 
objectives, method of work and time-table for the implementation 
of the programme are further elaborated in the recommendations 
for the programme. 4 1980 

05.5.1.2. Review and analysis of the exiAt5.n." si~uation and 
prospects with regard to the prevention of air 
pollution 

Description: This is a continuing project aimed at keeping 
the Working Party informed about air pollution policy 
development in the ECE region and major trends in air pollution 
control activities in order to achieve better understanding· of 
the problems and policies which might enable priority issues 
to be selected for the Working Party activity and help member 
countries to use the experience of other ECE countries in air 
pollution control, The project will promote, when 
appropriate, the development of policy recommendations to 
control air pollution. 

Hethocl of work: Eccch year, member Governments will prepare 
country statements according to agreed guidelines which will 
be provided by the Governments and circulated at every 
session of the Worldng Part;y- in theil· original language 
(English, French or Russian) without translation, After 
the session, the secretariat will prep2Xe a document 
incorporating the country statements in their original 
form, without translation. 

05. 5.1.3. Review and co-operation in the work done on 
air pollution problems by oth8r ECE bodies 
and other international organizations 
working on these problems in the ECE region 

Description: This is a continuing project with the aim of 
achieving the best possible co-orc1ination and co-operation 
in activities on air pollution problems. It should also 
avoid duplication a11d overlapping with th8 projects of 
various bodies and organizations, 

Hethod of work: At each session, the secretariat presents 
a document describing the activity of ECE subsidiary 
bodies in the field of air pollution. International 
organizations are also invited to present their statem8nts. 

cont. 
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This information will help the Working Party to a(lree to 
appropriate action on projects and priorities for the 
implementation of the work progrannno to co-ordi=te air 
pollution control activities amon(!' all interested. groups. 

05, 5.1.~-· .9Et::~lillation of a sem_i~on fine particulates 

Description: The purpose of this project is to assess the 
magnitude and che,ractel' of the l)roblem of fine particulates, 
to e7aluate existing technoloGies for measurement and 
collection of fine particulates, as well as to identify needs 
for research and development in this area. 

Hethoc1 of work: A tasl: force has been established 
consisting of experts from eleven countries, The report 
will include a literature review and assessment of current 
activities in this fielc1. 'rile results of the work of the 
task force vrill leacl to a seminar to be held from 17 -
21 October 1977 in Austria. 

Co-operation with tho European Regional Office 
of the 'lorld Health Organization \WHO) on the 
preparation of a manual of air pollutants from 
inc1ustrial som·ces 

Description: Under the auspices of vrn:ojEURO and the ECE 
\larking Party on Air Pollution Problems, a manual is beirli]' 
prepared which .vill cover the following pollutants: 
particulates, odours, so2 and sulphates, HO:jt 1 heavy metals, 
fluorides, hydrocarbons, oxydants and chlor~nes, 

llethod of vrork: The first draft of the manual will be 
elaborated by the Association of En&ineers of the Federal 
Republic of Germe.ny (Verein Deutscher Inpenieure (VDI)), 
The draft will be reviewed by WHO experts and the Workin[! 
Party on Air Pollution Problems. The comments and 
amendments will serve for the elabo1·ation of a final version 
of the manual. 

05.5.1.6. OrGanization of a seminar on air pollution 
problems from the cement industry 

Description; The aim of this seminc.r is to examine recent 
achievements in air pollution control in the cement 
im'ustl'Y and to offol' a 1Jac':ground for future elaboration 
of guidelines for the control of emissions. The seminar 
will be orQe,nizec1 in close co-operation with the Working 
Party on the Building Industry of tile Committee on HousinG 1 

BuildinG and .'lanning. 

cont. 
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Hethod of nork: The papers for the semin.-:r will be provicleLl 
by the mem;Jer cocmtries of the ECE and international 
organizations. The detailed prograJrune of the semin.-:r will 
be elaborated at the preparatory meeting in 1978. The 
seminar will be orcanizec1 by the ECE secretariat and the 
host coLLntry, if any. 

05.5.1.7. Development of gLLidelines for the control of 
emissions from the non-ferrous metallurGical 
industries 

Description: The main aim of this project is to prepare 
gLLidelines for the abatement of pollutants emitted by the 
non-ferroua metalltegical industry, based on the experience 
of most advanced technology as well as on the results of 
experience with modernization of older smelters. 

Hetho<l of worl~: A task force has been establishec1 consistilll! 
of experts from eleven coLLntries, First drafts of guidelines 
for the following· processes are being prepared: primary 
aluminium, secondary aluminium, primary and secondary lee.d 
smelters, primary copper smelters, secondary copper smelters, 
zinc concentrate preparation, zinc smelting. The final 
version of the gLLidelines is expected to be ready by the end 
of 1978. 

05.5.1.8, Development of guidelines for the control of 
emissions from the inorganic chemical industry 

Description: As a follow-up to the Seminar on Air Pollution 
Problems of the Inorganic Chemical Iadustry, the Worl~ing Party 
will develop gLLidelines f':lr the control of emissions from the 
inorganic chemical industry. ~'articulc.r attention will be 
given to the inorganic fertilizers, soo.a, chlo~'ine and inorganic 
pigment industries. 

11ethod of work: A Task Force has been established to carry 
out the worl~. 

05.5.1.9. Study on the problem of odours 

Description: The aim of this project is to elaborate a basic 
report on the problem of odours which will include an inventory 
of problems arising in countries taJcing part in the Task Force 
(e.g, definitions, measurements, control techniques, costs, 
etc,), 

1 1979 
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Method of WO],''': A Task Force has been established consistint! 
of experts from a number of I:CE countries, .vith Poland as 
leac1 countrj', to carry out the project, 

05.j.l.lO, Orcanization of a third seminar on the 
desulphurization of fuels and combustion cases 

Dcscri·otion: A thircl scmine.r on the desulphurization of 
fuels an-,c combustion gases will be organized ''Y the Worldng 
Party on Air Pollution Problems. Howevel'• the exact year 
will be decided later according to progress made in 
desulphurization teclmology, The seminar may be postponecl 
until after 1981 if there are no evident changes in the 
techniques, It is e:cpectcd to repeat this seminar in 
the future, 

I!ethod of work: Co-operation between the Working Party 
and the Committee on Electric Power will be ensured by the 
secretariat. The organization of the seminar will be in 
the hands of the secretariat and the host country, if any. 

05.5.1.11. Organization of a seminar on air pollution 
problems fro1;1 specific branches of the 
organic chemical industry 

Description: The aim of tl1is seminar is to examine recent 
achievements in air pollution control in the production of 
halocenated hydrocarbons and chemicals for biocides. The 
results of the seminar will serve as a background for the 
future elaboration of guidelines for the control of 
emissions. The seminar will be orcanized in close 
co-operation with the Chemical Inc1ustry Committee. 

Hethod of worlc: The papers for the seminar will be provided 

3 

1 

by the mem1,er countries of the :CCE and international organizations. 
Tl1e detailed prog1'amn1e of the seminar 1vill be elaborated at 
a preparatory meeting in 1977. The seminar vrill be organized 
by the ECE secretariat and the host country, if any. 

05.5.2. Environmental aspects of water pollution 

05.5.2.1. Protection of the marine environment, in 
particular in the Nediterranean Sea 

Description: This project will focus on the broo.cl problems 
of the marine environment. 

1981 

1981 
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11ethod of work: It is proposec1 thc.t the Senior Advisel'S 
decicce upon the 1aethod of implementation at their sixth 
session. 

[•ro be considerec1 by the Senior Advisers at their 
sixth session]. 

Descriptio!!: The Senior Advisers will study the pro')lem 
of community noise, with the goal of assessing the preoent 
status of knowledge and of recommending methods for the 
prevention 2.nd !:'.batement of such noise, 

J.!ethocc of work: A task force, ni th the United f'tates as 
leac1 country, has been established and has held t1vo meetings. 
Nine countries ho.ve provided backgrouncl information on a 
number of agreed topics, and a synthesis paper has been 
prepared, At a later stage, a seminar on this subject 
may be oreanizec1. 

\VORK AREA 05,6: STA'.HSTICS_,_J:_llJ<'ORMATION AND ITORMS 

05.6.1. Collection of statistics_;,nd]·elevant information 

05.6.1.1. Syotem of environmental statistics 

Description: Study of the statistical requirements for 
environmental studies and policies; participation in the 
wore' of the United Nations Statistical Commission on the 
development of a system of environmental statistics~ 
elaboration of the concepts, definitions and_ descriptions 
to be user. for the study of particular environmental phenomena 
and for the purposes of the system as a vrhole (jointly with 
the Conference of European Statisticians). 

~1ethod of work: The r,enior Advisers will convene, jointly 
with the Conference of European Statisticians, an ad hoc 
meeting of experts in 1978 and will strengthen and 
intensify their collaboration especially through inter­
secretariat contacts and exchange of documentation, 
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05.6.1.2. Indicators for tho evaluation of the ~uality 
of tho em·ironment 

:Uescription: Tho :oenior Advisers will undertcl:e a 
comparative study of different concepts related to 
indica. tors of environmental ~uali ty, in order to develop 
c. system of such indicators, The worlc will take into 
account, in Jeer alia, the results of the '1ork on project 
05.6.1.1. 

1'1ethoc'. of worlc: The task force, headed by Yugoslavia, 
will continue its activities in close co-operation with 
other international Ol'ganizations which he.ve activities 
in this fielc> .• 

05. 6. 2, llarmonize.tion of environmental .PFOtection 
stc.ndards and norms 

05,6.2.1. Study of the use of emission and immission 
standards in pollution control 

Description: Vfork will be undertalcen on the practical 
use of emission and immission stancl.ards in establishing· 
pollution control measures. The study will consider also 
international comparison of such standards as well 2,s 
their harmonization, 

Estimatec1 
duration 

(in years) 

3 

!lethod of worl:: The wor'c will be carried out by government 
experts or possibly 1,y a task force, which would select 
industries and/or products for possible study. 

[To be considered by the Senior Advisers at their 
sixth session,] 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1979 



06, - ELECTRIC POVIER 

\IORK li.Il.DA 06,1: i!BDIUU- AND LONG-'.CERH PROSPEC'rS 

06,1,1. !Iedium- and lon,o;-tem prospects for the eloct:dc 
power indu~try in the ECE re,o;ion 

Description: 'l11e Cornmi ttee •rill examine once every three 
years the medium- and long-term prospects of the electric 
power industry in the context of national and re&ional 
energy economics. It vill study major emerging problems 
and trends affectinG' demand and supply in electricity, 
analyse and compare related policies and identify options 
for international co-operation amon& ECE countries. 

!Iethod of Hork: The .vork ;rill be carried out by the Grote.[) 
of Experts on Problems of Plannine and Operating Large 
Power Systems. A preliminary report .-rill be preparecl by 
the socretaria t on thG basis of the finding·s of the 
Symposium held in Greece in Nay 1975 and of further 
information on the subject supplied by Governments, A 
symposium might be scheduled for 1978-1979. 

06,1,2. ~riteria for co-ordinating the desilQl_and planning 
of larGe pouer systems in the light of 
interconnexi~n reguiremen~~ 

Description: ~his project aims at identifying and 
comparing tl1G basic methods and criteria used in this 
field. 

Nethod of work: A report prepared by the government 
rapporteurs from Poland, on the basis of information 
supplied by the ECE countries and by Cl•IBA, UCP'l'E, 
HOillJEL and the Central Dispatching OfficG of the Unified 
Pmrer Systems (Prague), •·rill be submitted to the Group of 
Experts on Problems of PlanninG and Operating Large Pove:;: 
Systems at its 1977 session. 

06,1.3. Comparative analysis of' methods used in forecastinr; 
thG demand for supply capacity and electric nmre,±: 
in rtrral areas 

pescT·iution: 11J.1e exchange of' info11nation and vie1-m 
unclertalcen vri thin the frame1vork of this project aims at 
identifying the best methods used in such analysis, 
bearing in mind the present and future conditions of 
developments in rural areas, 
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Hethod of 1mrk: ':C'he project uill be implemented by 
the Group of E:xpe1·ts on Distribution and Rural 
Electrification. A report uill be prepared by the 
government rapporteurs from Poland on the basis of 
information supplied by the ECE countries, 

06.1. 4. _(lptimum future st1·uc_~ure of the European 
transmission system 

Description: The purpose of this project is to examine 
the economic efficiency and define the basic aspects 
of the future structure of the European interconnected 
transmission system in te1'ffis of the period up to 
1990, using the economic criteria and methods adopted 
by the Committee. 

}lethod of 1mrk: I'he method of work will be decided on 
by the Committee at a future session. 

06.1. 5. Co-operation ;ri til the Senior Economic Advisers 
~o ECE Goverru.nents on the O~erall Economic 
Per~ective for the ECE Region up to 1990 

Description: 'l'he Committee will consider and comment on 
the Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region as 
envisagecl by the Senior Economic Advisers and draw their 
attention to the results of its o1m 1·rork in this field. 

Neth~c1 of.._JfOrls: '1'ho secretariat will prepare the 
necessary doccunen ta tion for the Committee's consideration 
and assist it in its ;mrk, 

06,1,6. Jnvestment policies in the electric power 
indust:r:;y: 

Descriptio!'!: 'l'he Committee will organize an exchange 
of vie1;s on problems facing Governments in the field 
of investment in the electric power industry and 
related policy al terna ti ves, talcing into account ne1·rly 
arising economic conditions. 

Nethod of worlc: 'l'he secretariat, after consulting 
Governments, ~rill initially deal 1·ri th selected 
aspects of this subject in the study which it is 
to prepare in 1977 on the medium- and long-term 
prospects for the electric pm·rer industry in the 
ECE re~ion. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Estimated 
termination 
_ x.-"'e.,ar~-

1979 

1980 

1978 

1980 



1/0RIC AREA 06, 2 : CUilRENT DEVELOPBENTS 

06,2.1. Reviev/ of the electric power situation in the 
ECE rer;ion 

Description: 'l'he Committee vlill undertake periodic 
studies on various relevant aspects of the electric 
power situation in the ECE region, 

Nethoj. of v/ork: 'l.'he secretariat 'fill collect the 
requisite information from Governments and publish 
it in the periodic reports referred to under 
06,2.1.1, 06.2.1.2 and 06,2.1.3. An informal 
meeting of the government rapporteurs from Belgium, 
the Byelort1ssian SSR, France and the 
Federal Republic of Germany will be held in 
February 1977 in order to work out the new structm·e 
for the review referred to under 06,2,1.3. 

06,2,1.1. Annual revieu of the elGctric po1rer 
situation in the ECE reffion 

06.2.1,2, Triennial review of the electric po;1er 
situation in the ECE reaion and its 
prospects 

06.2 .1. 3. Triennial revie1r of the state of rural 
electrification in the ECE region 

06,2,2, Examination of opportunities for industrial 
co-operation in electric pm.ver production 

Description: The Committee Hill examine the 
possibilitieo of promoting industrial co-operation 
in its sphere of activity. 

J.!ethod of york: The secretariat 1dll keep the 
Committee informed of the relevant work of the other 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned, in particular 
the Committee on the Development of Trade, and 
co-operate with them as appropriate, 

06,2.3. Selected statistical problems 

Description: 'l'he Committee t-rill, at its annual 
sessions, examine questions related to the content and 
presentation of the periodic bulletins of electric 
energy statiscics as vell as the definitions and the 
units employed. 
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He thad of .}Lark: 'l'he Committee vrill select problems 
for detailed examination in co-opel'ation ;vith the 
Conference of European Statisticians, Reports will 
oe prepared by the secretariat fo1' the fo llo;'ling 
project components: 

06.2.3.1. Cl1oice of unit of measurement used for heat 

06,2.3,2. Value of the thermal equivalent of the 
kilovatt-hour to be used in energy balance 
sheets 

06.2.4. 1'l'epara._tion_gf ~-terminolo.&_sui ted to the 
.!leed_s_of the ._Committee oq. i;lec trio Po>Ter 

l2!~§.£FiP.1i_o_l!: '1'he Commi ttec uill prepare a terminology 
in English, Fl'ench and Russian containing the most 
important terms used in the field of electric power 
production and transmissions, including terms used in 
electric pouer statistics, 

Hethod of wol'k: The terminology will be prepared by the 
secretariat on the basis of the terminologies published 
by the follovring international organizations: Cl1EA, 
me, UCP'rE, UlTIPEDE, \T.CC, lin ad hoc meetine of experts 
>·rill be convened in 1977 to consider this project, The 
secretariat >vill prepare the necessar'J documentation. 

06.2.5. Problems raised by international standardization 
in the field _ _££_electric_ pmver_ 

Description: 'l'he Committee and its stcbsidiary bodies 
>·rill, at their sessions, examine subjects for which 
international standards should be elaborated. 

l'lethod of uork: The subjects selected ;·rill be transmitted, 
through the lleeting of Government Officials Responsible 
for Standardization Policies, to the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), 

)IOigC ATJOA 06,]_: SELECTED 'J:EC!llTOLCGICAL AND ECONOJIIC 
PROBillHS 

06.3.1. Select~oblems___9.f_conventional thermal 
pouer statiol!.s equipped vri til steam or 
w-s turbines 

Descrintion: '1'he purpose of this project is to promote 
technology transfer through an exchange of information 
and experience on selected problems of conventional 
thermal po;rer stations. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

cont. 

1 

1 

2 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1977 

1977 

1978 



J.lethod of ;rork: The project Hill be implemented by 
the Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations as 
indicated under each project component below 

06,3,1.1 (a). Experience gained in the operation of 
units having a rated capacity of 200 11\1 
O'-' above at thermal pa.·rer stations 

Method of ;rark: A report will be prepared by government 
rapporteurs from Poland on the basis of information 
transmitted by ECE countries, in co-operation ;d th the 
government rapporteurs from the Federal Republic of 
Germany and ui th UNIPEDE and UCPrE, 

0,6,3.1.1 (b), Experience g-ained in the operation of 
units having a rated capacity of 200 iPII 
or above at nuclear power stations 

Hethod of work: A report will be prepared by government 
rapporteurs from the Federal Republic of Germany on the 
basis of information transmitted by ECB countries, in 
co-operation ;ri th the government rapporteurs from Poland 
and with UNIPED8 and UCP'l'E, 

06,3.1.2. Problems concerning the design, production and 
operation of high-capacity thermal po;rer units 
which use different types of fuel, are highly 
manoeuvrable and can be used to cover the 
half-peruc of the load curve 

Uethod of '!.'?.l::l£: A report will be prepared by government 
rapporteurs from the USSR on the basis of information 
transmitted by ECE countries, 

06,3.1.3, Principles adopted in different countries for 
the definition of statistical indexes of 
operational performance in electric power and 
heat production 

!1ethod of ;rork: A report will be prepared by government 
rapporteurs from Romania on the basis of information 
transmitted by EC:C cotmtries, 

06,3,1.4. Utilization of low-calorie fuels 

Method of uork: The Group of Experts on Electric 
Pa.rer Stations uill determine the method of work in the 
light of the results of the Seminar held on this topic 
in Bulgaria in April 1976, 
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06.3.1.5. Recommended methods for improving the 
availability of large emits at thermal 
pouer stations 

Nethod of work: A report will be prepared by 
government rapporteurs from Belgium on the basis of 
information transmitted by ECE countries. 

06.3.1.6. Problems concerning the design, equipment 
and operation of installations for the 
extraction and discharge of ash on a dxy 
basis at the1mal power stations using 
solid fuel 

Nethod of uork: A report will be prepared by 
gove1~ent rapportetcrs from Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia on the basis of information transmitted 
by ECE countries 

06. 3 .1. 7. Use of dry coolinG to~1ers at conventional 
thermal pouer stations and nuclear power 
stations 

Hethod of ;rorlc: A report will be prepared by 
government rapporteurs from Hun(l'ary on the basis of 
information transmitted by ECE countrioo. 

06.3.2. Selected problems of hydroelectric schemes 

Descriptio11: The purpose of this project is to promote 
technology transfer through an e::change of information 
and experience on selected problems of hydroelectric 
power stations. 

Hethod of uork: 'l'he project uill be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations as indicated 
under each project component belo~1. 

06.3. 2 .1. llethodological principles for optimizing the 
commissioning date of pumped-storage poller 
otations in mixed electric po~1er systems 
under development 

llethod of work: A prelimina17 report on this subject uill 
be prepared jointly by government rapporteurs from 
Czechoslovrucia and Yugoslavia. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1979 
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06.3. 2. 2, Hethods of evaluating the economic 
effectiv8neos of conventional hydroelectric 
and pumped-storac;e pouer stations used to 
cover the variable part of the load curve, >d th 
a vieu to optimizing their operation 

Hethod of work: A report ~rill be p:;.•epared by government 
rapporteurs from Greece on the basis of information 
transmitted by ECI: countries. 

06.3.3. Problems involved in the integration of nuclear 
power stations. including· breeder reactors, in 
electric o~rer S"stems and economic features of 
their use in co-o eration with IAEA 

Description: 'l'he purpose of this project is to develop 
an exchange of experience and views on nuclear power 
station technology and related economic, operational 
and other problems. 

Hethod of work: 'l'he project uill be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Electric Pouer Stations, as indicated 
under each project component below. 

06.3.3.1. Use of nuclear power stations for the 
combined production of thermal energy and heat 

l!ethod of uork: A preliminary report on this topic uill 
be prepared by government rapporteurs from France, 
An ad hoc meeting of experts uill be organized on the 
subject in September 1977. 

06,3,3.2. Hethods used in training personnel for new 
nuclear po~rer stations 

J.Iethod of work: A preliminary report on this subject 
vrill be prepared by government rapporteurs from France, 

06,3.3.3. Economic problems involved in inteerating 
large-capacity power stations, in particular 
nuclear power stations, into electric pmrer 
systems 

~1ethocl of >wrk: 1'he project will be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Elec trio Po>rer Stations in 
co-operation uith the Group of Experts on Problems of 
Planning and Operating Large Power Systems, in accordance 
with the assignments given them by the Committee. 'l~lB 

secretariat will co-operate on this project with IAEA in 
conne:xion uith the International Conference on Nuclear Pouer 
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and its rclel Cycle, to be organized by IAEA at 
Salzburg (Austria) in !lay 1977, and will report on 
the Conference to the Group of Experts on Electric 
Pmrer Stations in the light of the comments made by 
the Committee. 

06,).4. Selected problems of distribution of electric 
pm;er in rural a1"eas 

Description: ~1e pUl~ose of this project is to promote 
teclmoloGY transfer through an exchange of information and 
experience on selected problems of electricity 
distribution in rural areas. 

Hethod of uork: '1~1e project •·rill 'ue implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification 
as indicated under each project component belolr, 

06. 3. 4.1. 'J.'he increase of the electJ;'ici ty use in the rural 
sector and its effect on the development of 
distribution net;·rorks. 

l!ethod of work: A report will be prepared jointly by 
government rapporteurs from Poland and USSR on the basis 
of information transmitted by the ECE countries, 

06.3.4.2. Distribution by underground and overhead 
networks in rural areas 

Nethod of work: A report will be prepared jointly by 
goven1lllent rapporteurs from Hungary and USSRoon the basis 
of information transmitted by the ECE countries, 

06,3.5. Production of electric pouer in island countries 

;Description: 'l'he purpose of this project is to facilitate 
and accelerate the transfer of technology in this field 
from the more experienced cot1ntries to the island European 
countries, and in particular to those which are developing 
from the economic point of vie;.r. 

Nethod of uork: 'lbe project ;;ill be implemented by the 
Group of E::tperts on Electric Power Stations. A consolidated 
paper uill be prepal'ed by government rapporteurs from Greece, 

06, 3. 6. Load-curve coverage in future electric pm;er 
_syst~ 

Descriution: The purpose of the project is an exchange 
of information ancl data, both economic and technical, 
on neu problems arising fl'Om load-CUl'Ve coverage in 
future electric po;.rer systems. 

4 1930 

3 1979 

3 1979 

3 1979 

3 1979 



Ilethod of work: A symposium will be held on this topic 
in Italy from 10-14 October 1977. A preparatory meeting 
will 1'e convened in February 1977. 

06.3.7. Dconomic and technical problems of the use of 
uaste heat from polfer stations, including 
transport over long distances 

Description: TI1e purpose of this project is to promote 
teclmology transfer through an exchange of information 
and experience on selected problems concerning the use of 
waste heat from power stations, the combined production of 
heat and electricity and the transport and distribution of 
heat. '.'he project is related to the seminar to be held in 
1978 pursuant to operative l?aragraph (c)(ii) of 
Commission decision G (JO::XI). 

Hethod of 'mrk: The Committee wil1 prepare its contribution 
to the above seminar for presentation at the ad hoc meeting 
to be held in ilarch 1977. 'I'he project will be implemented 
through the Group of Dxperts on Dlectric Power Stations and 
the Group of Experts on the Relationship be~veen Electricity 
and the Dnvironment. A report will be prepared on project 
component 06,3.7.2 by government rapportehrs from the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

06.3.7.1. Utilization of llaste heat from conventional 
thermal and nuclear power stations 

06,3.7.2. Economic and technical problems involved in 
the long-distancG transport of heat produced 
by combined-production thermal power stations 

uomc Ar& o6. 4: INTETICOHNEXION 0::' ELDCTTIIC POviER 
TllANSHISSION SYS'IE:IIS 

06.4.1. Economic criteria and methods for determini~) 
the choice of solutions to interconnexio~ 
problems 

Description: '11le Committee uill elaborate economic 
criteria and methods for dete1~ning the choice of 
solutions to problems arising in the interconnexion 
of electric paver systems, 
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11ethod of work: At its 1977 session, the Group of 
Experts on Problems of Planning and Operating Large 
Pouer Systems vTill mal:e a final decision conce:rning the 
choice of methods on the basis of the reports 
submitted by several ECE com1tries. An informal 
meeting of govel~ent rapporteurs from France, Italy, 
Romania and the USSR uill be held in February 1977. 

06.4.2. Economic and teclmical pro1Jlems involved in the 
interconnexion of the electric power 
transmission systems of the J3alkan countries 

Description: ~1e purpose of this project is to 
facilitate the interconnexion of the electric power 
transmission systems of the BaDcan countries. 

llethod of uork: 'l'he Committee vrill be kept informed of 
the progress of ;1or!c on the matter, and in particular 
of the 1~sults of the sessions of the Co-ordinating 
Committee set UP by the Governments of Bulgaria, Greece, 
Romania, Tlu'key and Yugoslavia to deal ui th problems 
arising in the development of interconnexions among 
these countries. The Group of Experts on Problems 
of Planning and Operating Large Power Systems and the 
secl'etariat will 1Je available to assist the 
Co-ordinating Committee in its work. 

06.4.3. Consideration of possibilities for the 
development of transfers .9f electric power 
.iJ.Cross frontiers and by relay 

Description: 'l'he purpose of the project is to promote 
international interconnexions among Central European 
systems. 

l!ethod of work: A report >fill be prepared by government 
rapporteurs from Czechoslovalcia on the technical and 
financial problems raised by these interconnexions. 

06.4.4. Economic and technical problems involved in the 
interconnexion of the electric power 
transmission systems of the cottntries of eastern 
§Xld Hestern Etu"oue by means of very long 
higl1-vol tage transmission lines 

Description: 'l'he purpose of the project is to explore the 
possibilities of interconnecting the electric pm1er 
transmission systems of the countries of eastern and 
;19sten1 Europe i1y means of very lonrr high-voltage 
transmission lines. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

l 1977 

3 1979 

1 1977 



Metll£.d of uork: The reports prepared on this subject 
by government rapporteurs fl'Om the USSR and other 
interested countries and by international organizations 
11ill be submitted to the Group of Experts on Problems 
of Planning and Operating Large Po11er Systems. 

06,4.5. Preparation of a mau of high-voltage 
electric p011er net11orks 

Description: 1be pU1~ose of this map is to facilitate 
bilateral and multilateral negotiations bet11een 
ECE Governments on the interconnexion of their net.·rorl:s. 

Nethod of work: The map ~rill be prepared by the 
secretariat in co-operation ;d th Ul!IPEDE, in accordance 
;;i th the decision taken by the Group of Experts on 
Problems of Planning and Operating Large Power Systems. 
It is envisaged that the map uill be subject to revision 
every five years. 

womc AEiA o6 ·...2.: PROilLE!fS 01' TIIPROVIUG El'l'ICIEl'!CY ---
06.5.1. nationalization of electricity use 

by consumers 

Description: The plil~ose of this project is to promote, 
through an exchange of information and experience, 
increased economy and efficiency in the use of electric 
power, in particular in areas of lo~r load density, 

Method of '<ark: The project will be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural 
Electrification. On the basis of information 
transmitted by the countries conce1~ed, government 
rapporteu.rs from France and Romania will prepa.re 
repo.rts for p.roject components 06.5.1 and 06,5.1.2 
respectively, 

06,5.1.1. 1be effect of meastu·es fo.r rationalizing 
energy use on the development of electricity 
consumption in rural areas 

06.5.1.2. Resea.rch into the scope and methods for 
improving energy use through the distribution 
of electricity in areas of low load density 
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06.5.2. lleasures designed to save fuel in heat and 
electric power production 

Description: 'l'he purpose of this project is to identify 
the possibilities and limitations of measures intended 
to save fossil fuels in electric power and heat 
production, as ,;ell as at the consumel' level. 

]!ethoc1 of ><ork: 1'he project >Till be implemented by the 
Group of Dxperts on Electric Po,;er Stations and other 
subsidia~J bodies of the Committee, as indicated under 
each project component below. 

06. 5. 2 .1. Economic conditions and teclmological 
procedures for meas~·es designed to save 
fuel in electric pover and heat production; 
future prospects 

Hethod of •mrlc: A report >rill be prepared by 
govel~ent rapportecrrs from Romania on the basis of 
information transmitted by Governments. 

06.5.2.2. Gradual substitution of nuclear electricity 
for fossil fuels at the consumer level 

llethod of >rork: A study will be prepared by 
government rapporteurs from France, Italy and Sweden in 
co-ope~'a tion ui th the European Dconomic Community. 

06.5.3. Evaluation of the hydraclectric potential 
in Europe 

Description: The purpose of the project is to promote 
the use of the hydroelectric potential now becoming 
economically viable because of increased energy prices. 

Hethod of uork: I'he project uill be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on Electric Po>rer Stations, •?here 
necessa1·y in co-operation ui th the Committee on Hater 
Problems. A consolidated report will be prepared by 
rrovernment rapportelrrs from Spain and Greece on the 
basis of information received from ECE countries. 

06.5.4. Utilization of &eothermal ene~gy for the 
production of electric power and thermal energy 

Description: '1~1e project consists of a review of geothermal 
resources and technologies usecl for the production of 
electricity and heat from geothermal sources. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

2 1978 

2 1978 

2 1978 

1 1977 



Method of uork: A symposium 11ill be organized by 
the Committee on this subject, 

WOIDC AREA 06, 6: ENVIROlll!CN'.CAL PROBLD1S 

06,6,1, Selected problems concerning the relationship 
betueen electricity and the environment 

Description: The Committee will tmdertake an exchange of 
views and experience on the technical and economic aspects 
of environmental problems relating to the production, 
transmission and distribution of electric pouer and 
means of solving them, 

Hethod of 1mrk: 'l'he project will be implemented, ~rhere 
necessary in co-operation with the Senior Advisers to 
ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, by the 
Group of Experts on the Relationship bet1;een Electricity 
and the Environment, as indicated under each project 
component belo~r, 

06,6,1.1. Effects of thermal discharges from electric 
power stations into watercourses and 
reservoirs and re~uations in force in 
various countries 

Method of vork: A report 1dll be prepared by governmGnt 
rapporteurs from the USSR on the basis of information 
transmitted by ECE Governments, 

06.6.1.2. Effects of polluted water on the cooling 
systems of thermal pO\ler stations 

Method of >rork: A report >rill be prepared by 
government rapporteurs from Poland on the basis of 
information transmitted by ECE Governments, 

06,6.1.3. International comparison of standards 
concerned >rith methods of calculating, 
measuring and monitoring pollution 
caused by electric pm;er stations 

Method of work: 'l~e secretariat will prepare a paper 
concerning ECE activities on this subject, 
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06.6.1.4. 'l'he contribution of electric power and its 
development to the improvement of the 
environment 

Nethocl of work: A report VTill be prepared by 
gove~~ent rapporteurs from Belgium, France and Poland 
on the basis of information transmitted by ECE 
Governments. 

06.G.1.5. Environmental aspects of the cooling systems 
of thermal po~1er stations 

llethocl of work: 'l'he Group of Experts will decide on 
the method of vork at its sixth session. 

06. 6.1. 6. Economic and ecological comparisons betlleen 
sources of ener(l'Y (electricity, gas, 
district heating etc.) used for urban and 
industrial heating and for technological 
purposes 

Hethod of work: 'l'he secretariat VTill prepare a paper 
concerning ECE activities on this subject. 

OG.6.1.7. Biological effects of the electromagnetic 
field of ultra-high-voltage poVTer lines 

Dcucription: 'l'he purpose of this project is to gather 
information on the biological effects VThich might occcuo 
near ultra-high-voltage poller lines. 

Hethod of llork: '!'he Group of Experts on the 
Relationship between Electricity and the Environment 
VTill 1Je informed by the secretariat of the work done 
on this subject by various international organizations. 

06.6.2. Integration of electricity production, 
transmission and distribution installations 
into the environment 

Description: '1ne purpose of the project is to promote 
the exchange of information and experience on problems 
concerning the integration of electric power 
inst2.llations into the environment and to give the public 
objective information about these problems. 

Nethod of ;;orlc: Details are given under each project 
component belou. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1979 

1979 

1977 

1978 



06,6.2,1. Public information on the integration of 
electricity production, transmission and 
distribution installations into the environment 

Hethod of ;torlc: '.l'his project uill be implemented by the 
Group of Experts on tha Relationship between Electricity 
and the Environment in co-operation with the Senior 
Advisers to illCE Gove1~ents on Environmental Problems, 
especially in connexion td th their project on evaluating 
impact on the anvironment. 

The follot·ting three public information booklets 
will be prepared: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

~lectric power net'llorks (by government 
rapporteurs from Fl·ance, the United Kingdom 
and the USSR) 

Visual amenities of electric power stations 
(by government rapportGurs from Czechoslovakia, 
Finland and the United J::in(l'dom) 

Nuclear power and the environment (by 
government rapporteUrs from France, Spain and 
possibly one more country in co-operation td th 
IAEA) 

06.6.2.2. Integration of electricity distribution 
installations into the environment 

Method of twrk: A report preparecl by government 
rapporteurs from Finland on the basis of information 
communicated by countries will be submitted to the 
Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification. 

06,6.3. Impact of desulphurization policies on electric 
pmrer production 

Description: Follotring the results of the Second Seminar 
on the Desulphurization of Fuels and Combustion Gases, 
held in \·/ashington (United States of America) in 
November 1975, ;rork is proceeding on selected aspects of 
the reduction of sulphur dioxide emissions from large 
thermal power stations. 

Method of tvork: The project is being implemented by the 
Group of Experts on the Relationship between Electricity 
and the Environment in co-operation with the Senior Advisers 
to ~CE Governments on Environmental Problems. A report is 
being prepared by government rapporteurs from Belgium, 
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07. - GAS 

\IORK AREA 07.1: iiEDI1TI'l AND LONG-TER! PROSPECTS 

07 .1.1. Natural gas markets, natura~s availabilities 
and import possibilities and the future role of 
gas in the energy requirements of the EC:C 
region (in _the period up to 2000) 

Description: The Committee '"ill examine problems linked 
to natural gas markets, natural gas availabilities and 
linport possibilities and the futtiTe role of gas in the 
energy requirements of the ECE region (in the period 
1980-2000), in order to identify specific issues for 
intergovernmental co-operation. Quantitive data and 
estlinates on various possibilities and on relative 
positions of gas versus other forms of energy in the 
overall energy balances will be studied in order to 
provide background information for formulating policy 
decisions for the future of the gas industry. 

;-!ethod of work: A Symposium About the Gas Situation 
in the :CCE Region Around the Year 1990-<'000 ;rill be 
held in France in the autumn of 1978. The programme 
of the Symposium will be determined at the Preparatory 
l'!eeting to be convencod on 4-5 April 1977. 

07 .1. 2. Large-scale pro,iects of common interest 
for natural gas linport/export 

Desc_:ription: The Committee 1rill examine problems 
relating to possible large-scale natural gas import/ 
export projects of common interest. 

l!ethod of work: This project will be given due 
consideration at thco Symposium About the Gas 
Situation in the :CCE Region Arou11d the Years 
1990-2000, to be held in the autumn of 1978. The 
Committee on the Development of Trade will be 
informed of the outcome of the "'ork in cmmexion with 
this project. 

07.1.3. Co-operation with the Senior Economic 
Advisers to ECE Governments on the Overall 
Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up 
to 1990 

Description: The Committee uill consider and comment 
upon the Overall Economic Perspective elaborated by 
the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments and 
will mal<e available to them the results of its own 
relevant 1rork. 

:g:_stip1ated_ 
duration 

(in years) 

1 

1 

Estimated 
termination 

~8:!: 

1978 

1978 



l1ethod of work: 
Statistics and 
summary of the 
the Conunittee. 

\IORK AREA 07.2: 

The Group of Experts on Gas 
Forecasting Problems will review a 
study to be prepared on behalf of 

CURRENT DEVELOPHENTS AND PROSPECTS, 
INCLUDING TRADE ---

07.2.1. Analysis of the gas situation and prospects 
for natural gas markets in the ECE region 

Description: At each annual session, the Committee 
will examine the gas situation in the ECE region, and 
its prospects. This exchange of views on annual (and, 
periodically, triennial) development of gas markets, 
factors affecting gas marketing, indigenous supplies, 
imports/exports, forecast of gas demand for five years 
ahead, and other points of interest, uill enable 
Governments to sha.re experience in managing their gas 
industries. 

llethod of work: The disct'ssion uill be based on 
comprehensive, fu<nual or triennial statements by 
Governments, prepared along common lines and issued 
in advance of each session. Also a secretariat 
paper, based mainly on statistical data received from 
Governments, uill be considered. Uhenever necessary, 
in-depth discussions ;fill be held on specific issues 
based on specialized papers prepared by govermnent 
rapporteurs, uith the help of the secretariat. 

07.2.2. Developments and prospects for intra-regional 
trade in gas 

Description: The Committee, at its annual sessions, 
;fill consider problems relating to developments and 
prospects for intra-regional trade in gas in the 
ECE region, including trade opportunities in LPG, 
so as to promote such trade. 

Hethod of work: The Committee uill consider these 
problems in conne::ion with its analysis of the gas 
situation and gas markets. This project 1·rill also 
be considered at the Symposium About the Gas 
Situation in the ECE Region Around the Years 
1990-2000, to be held in 1978. 
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VIORK AREA 07.3: SELECTED ECONOHIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROBLEHS 

07. 3.1 Economic and technical aspects of the use of 
gas in various consumption sectors 

Description: The Committee will examine economic 
and technical aspects of the use of gas in various 
consumption sectors in order to identify problems 
which require in-depth study and exchange of 
information and experience. Issues identified for 
detailed study are as follows: 

(a) various uses of liquefied petroleum gases; 

(b) use of gas in thermal power plants 

Method of work: The Group of Experts on the Use 
and Distribution of Gas vtill carry out studies 
undertaken on the use of gas in selected sectors. 
Regarding sub-topic (a) government contributions, as 
well as contributions mao.e by the European Economic 
Community ( GAS/R. 30) will be considered. Regarding 
sub-topic (b), the Group of Experts will consider 
initiating a study on the use of gas in thermal power 
plants and identify problem areas requiring co-operation 
with the Electric Power Committee. 

07.3.2. The use of UIG installations for peal<-shaving 
purposes and for serving remote areas 

Description: The Committee ;rill examine the use of LNG 
installations for peal<-shaving purposes and for serving 
remote areas, with a view to exchanging experience and 
promoting a wider use of this technique. Special 
attention will be paid to technical and economic 
prospects for the transportation of LNG to peal<-shaving 
plants rather than resorting to local liquefaction of 
pipeline gas. 

Hethod of worl~: The Group of Experts on Transport and 
Storage of Gas will examine papers on the subject to be 
submitted by the delegation of the Netherlands and the 
representative of the European Economic Community. 
The Government of the United States will confirm 
whether or not a study tour or a seminar will be 
organized on LNG facilities for peak-shaving 
facilities in that country. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 

3 

Estimated 
termination 
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07,3.3. Revision of the Hap of European Gas 
Transmission Networks and the International 
Map of Natural Gas Fields in Europe 

Description: The Committee will proceed with the 
revision of the Maps of European Gas Transmission 
Networks and the International Map of Natural Gas 
Fields in Europe, 

Method of Work: Revision of the !'lap of European 
Gas Transmission Networks will be carried out with the 
help of the Government of Hcuagary on the basis of 
updated information supplied by ECE Governments, if 
possible, by the end of 1978. The revision of the 
International Hap of Natural Gas Fields in Europe will 
taJce place in two years' time. 

07.3.4 Problems in management of international gas 
pipelines 

Description: The Committee will study basic 
principles involved in despatching in international 
gas pipeline systems management. 

!'1ethod of work: A government rapporteur c1esignated by 
the USSR will prepare a paper to initiate the study on 
"Basic principles of managing international gas 
pipelines (despatching)". The Group of Experts on the 
Transport and Storage of Gas will deal with this 
project. 

07.3.5. Development of underground gas star~ 
facilities 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Transport and 
Storage of Gas will study various aspects of underground 
storage of gas and related problems. 

Hethod of work: Government rapporteurs to be designated 
by Belgium, Czechoslovalcia, France, Federal Republic 
of Germany and the USSR will draft a report based on 
contributions received from countries. 

07.3.6. Harmonization of codes of good practices, 
technical rules and regulations and standards 
of gas equipment and appliances 

Description: The Committee will consider possibilities 
of harmonizing codes of good practices, technical rules 
and regulations and standards of gas equipment and 
appliances. The purpose of this ;mrk is to alleviate 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

3 

4 
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technical obstacles to international trade in gas 
equipment, appliances and to assist Governments in 
their regulations work in the field of the gas industry 
through international co-operation, Specific problems 
in this field ~1ill be selected by the Committee for 
detailed exrunination, 

Method of >rork: The International Gas Union will 
report to the Committee, at its next session, on 
related worl: in this field carried out else~1here. 

07.3.7. J'.laintenance problems in gas transport systems 

Des_cripti_Q£: The Committee ;rill examine maintenance 
problems in gas transmission systems and exchange 
information and experience on maintenance practices and 
new teclmiques employed. Specific problems will be 
selected for detailed study. At present, the problem 
under consideration is "Technical end economic aspects 
of the internal lining of pipelines". 

;Iethod of work: The Group of Experts on Transport and 
Storage of Gas ~1ill consider the consolidated report on 
the topic "Technical and economic aspects of the internal 
lining of pipelines", prepared by a government rapporteur 
from the Federal Republic of Germany. It is expected that, 
at its eighth session, the Group of Experts will release 
this document for general distribution. 

07,3.8. Load factor of trru1sport and distribution systems 

Description: The Committee •<ill select problems for 
detailed study regarding load factor of transport and 
distribution systems. At present, the Group of Experts on 
the Use and Distribution of Gas studies "The determination 
and use of theoretical and actual capacities, and load 
factor of distribution systems" and the Group of Experts 
on the Transport and Storage of Gas studies "Economic and 
technical pre-requisites in the determining of the load 
factor of gas transport pipelines". 

Hethod of work: The paper prepared by the Government of 
Htmgary on "Definitions of some concepts in the gas 
industry (GAS/GE.2/R.l3)" has been transmitted to the 
IGU for consideration end comments. 

The government rapporteur designated by the USSR ~1ill 
prepare a preliminary consolidated paper on "Economic and 
technical pre-requisites for the determining of the load 
factor of gas transport pipelines". 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 

2 
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07.3. 9. Selected research and development problems 

Description: The Committee will select, for detailed 
examination, research and development problems in 
order to arrange exchange of information on relevant 
activities in the ECE countries. 

Hethod of 'rork: The Heetings of Directors of Research 
Institutes or Centres of the Gas Industry will be 
convened as appropriate in order to assist the 
Committee in the selection of problems for study. 
The next l1eeting will be convened in 1978. This 
meeting will be held outside Geneva, in a cotmtry 
which accepts to host it. 

07.3.9.1. Research prcblemc in the field of use 
and distribution of gas 

Description: Research and development problems in 
the field of use and distribution of gas will be 
reviewed with a view to encouraging an exchange of 
information and experience between member countries. 
At present, the Group of Experts on the Use and 
Distribution of Gas considers (a) the possibility 
of using hydrogen in existing gas transport and 
distribution facilities in future, (b) problems 
of ensuring the compatibility of natural gases of 
different characteristics and from different sources. 

11ethod of work: As regards project component (a), at 
its eighth session, the Group of Experts on the Use 
and Distribution of Gas vrill consider replies to be 
received from the Government of the Netherlands to 
the questions put concerning the document "Hydrogen in 
the Energy System of the Netherlands, a possibility 
for the future", a summary of the exploratory study 
made by a special studies group in the Netherlands. 

As regards project component (b) the government 
rapporteur from Belgium will prepare a paper on 
compatibility problems of natural gas of different 
characteristics and from different source areas for 
consideration by the Group of Experts on the Use ru1d 
Distribution of Gas at its eighth session. 
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07.3.9.2. Research problems in the field o.f 
transport and storage of gas 

Description: Current technological developments and 
related R and D activities will be revie•~ed by the 
Committee on Gas so as to exchange experience, and 
promote co-operation in the field of transport and 
storage of gas. At present, the Group of Experts 
on Transport and Storage of Gas considers (a) sea 
pipelines for the transport of gas, (b) economic 
aspects of the transportation of cooled gas 
(up to -70°C.). 

Hethod of work: As regards project component (a), 
the Group of Experts on the Transport and Storage 
of Gas will consider orgru1izing a seminar to discuss 
new problems of off-shore technology and sea 
pipelines in three years' time. 

As regards project component (b), the government 
rapporteur designated by the USSR will prepare a paper 
on the economic aspects of the transportation of 
cooled gas by pipelines. 

07.3.9.3. Geological and geophysical methods of 
prospecting for gas 

DGscription: The Committee will review methods of 
exploration for natural gas with a view to exchanging 
information and experience between member countries. 

Ilethod of work: The Group of Experts on Natural 
Gas Resources will consider convening a seminar on 
geological and geophysical methods of prospecting for 
gas in ECE countries. 

07.3.10. Production and use of substitute natural gas 

Description: The Committee will provide opportunities 
for an exchange of information and experience in the 
production and use of substitute natural gas, in order 
to follow developments in the field of solid and/or 
liquid fuel gasification and relevant installations 
constructed or put into operation for making SNG. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

4 

3 

3 

Estimated 
termination 
~ 

1980 

1980 

1980 



Method of work: A Symposium on Gasification and 
Liquefaction of Coal will be organized by the Coal 
Committee in Poland in 1978/1979, at which the 
Committee will participate. Gas experts will 
participate in the ad hoc Heeting of Experts to 
consider details of intensified co-operation on 
selected R and D projects in the field of coal 
gasification, liquefaction and treatment, and to 
draw up a list of subjects most appropriate for 
such co-operation, to be held in February 1977. 

07.3.11. Natural gas transport over long distances 
by pipelines of large diruneter 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Transport 
and Storage of Gas Hill study the economic and 
technical aspects of the trru1sporta tion of huge 
amounts of gas over pipelines of large diameters 
for very long distances. 

Hethod of work: A government rapporteur from the 
USSR ;rill prepare a paper to clarify and define the 
scope of the study so as to facilitate its 
consideration by the Group of Experts on the 
Transport and Storage of Gas at its eighth session, 

07. 3.12. Gas storage to ensure _continuity in gas 
supplies in case of interrt'ption through 
natural or technical hazards 

Description: The Committee on Gas will carry out 
a study on storage needs to improve reliability of 
gas supplies. 

Method of work: The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

3 

the Committee will consider those aspects of the subject 
matter which the Group of Experts on the Transport a11d 
Storage of Gas will study. 

07.3.13. Exploitation of natural gas resources 

Description: The Committee will select problems for 
detailed study regarding the exploitation of natural 
gas resources. At present, the Group of Experts on 
Natural Gas Resources considers: 

(a) compilation of a glossary on natural gas 
resources and the economy of their exploitation; 

(b) collection a11d publication of statistical data 
on the recovery factor. 

E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 99 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1981 

1980 

1980 



E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 100 

i-iethocl ~ '1ork: Regarding project component (a), 
the Group of Experts on llatural Gas Resources at its 
second session, '1ill consider the preliminary glossary 
oa natural gas resources and the economy of their 
exploitation, prepared by the government rapporteur 
from the Federal Republic of Germany assisted by 
government rapporteurs from Bulgaria, France, 
Netherlands, the tncrainian SSR, the USSR and the 
Uni teCI. l:ingdom. 

Regarding project component (b), a government 
rapporteur designated from the USSR uill draft a 
consolidated paper. 

WORK AREA 07.4: ENVIRONI•IENTAL PROBLEI1S 

07.4.1. The gas industry and environment 

Description: The Committee will examine the 
relationship between the gas industry ~1d 
environment, in order to draw the attention of 
Governments to the merits of gas as a tool to combat 
air pollution and improve the environment in general. 
Negative aspects of the gas industry from the 
environmental point of view, if any, will also be 
examined, 

dethod of work: A Symposium on the Gas Industry 
and Environment will be held in Hinsk, 
(Byelorussian SSR) from 20-27 June 1977. At this 
Symposium in-clepth discussions will be held on the 
follm;ing themes: (a) the utilization of natural 
gas in industry, energy production, agriculture and 
environmental protection; (b) the use of gas in 
com";unal (commercial), domestic sectors and 
environmental protection; (c) problems of 
environmental protection with regard to exploration, 
exploitation, preparation, transportation, storage 
and distribution of natural gas; (d) the production, 
distribution and use of manufactured gases (town gas 
and substitute natural gas) and relevant environmental 
problems. The Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems and the International Gas Union 
a1·e invited to participate in this Symposium. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

2 

2 

1 

Estimate(! 
termination 

year 

1978 

1978 

1977 



07.4.2. Environmental problems in e_xploration, 
exploitatioa, transportation, storage and 
distribution or use of gas 

Description: The Con~ittee will study the environmental 
problems in the exploration, exploitation, transportation, 
storage and distribution of gas. 

!1ethod of work: The Committee r.Jight wish to await the 
outcome 0f the S;ympositun on the Ge.s Industry and 
Environment, to be held in IU.nsk, (Byelorussian SSR) 
from 20-27 Jtme 1977, before tru:ing a decision 
regaxding follou-up work. 

\VORK AREA 07.5: EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATIOH 

07.5 .1. Hethods of determining the efficiency of the 
use of gas in various branche_s of industry 

Description: The Committee ~1ill study and exchange 
information and experience regarding the efficiency 
and effectiveness problems in various uses of gas, 
At present, the Group of Experts on the Use and 
Distribution of Gas studies: (a) rational use of 
gas in various sectors of the economy, and releva.-1t 
conservation ethics - methods of determining the 
efficiency of the use of gas in various branches of 
industry; (b) the effect of gas supply on the 
rational use of gas in the various sectors of the 
economy; (c) recuperation of heat in combustion 
products of industrial installations using natural gas; 
(d) establishment of a priority list for natural gas 
consumption in various sectors of the economy so as to 
obtain maximum yield. 

Hethod of work: As regards project component (a), 
the Group of Experts on the Use and Diatribution of Gas, 
at its eighth session, ~1ill consider a "Consolidated 
report on the rational use of gas in the various sectors 
of the economy and relevant conservation ethics", 
prepared by the government rapporteur from the USSR, 
assisted by government rapportetrrs from Belgium and 
the United Kingdom, 

Concerning project component (b), the representative 
of the European Economic Community will prepare a 
paper on the effect of gas supply and rational use 
of gas in the various sectors of the economy. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

3 

1 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1980 

1979 

1977 
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As regards project component (c), the goverrunent 
rapporteur from Romania drafted a questionnaire on 
"Recuperation of heat in combustion products of 
industrial installations using natural gas", It 
will be considered by the Group of Experts and then 
used to initiate the study. 

Regarding project component (d), the Group of Experts 
on the Use and Distribution of Gas, at its eighth 
session, will consider the paper "Establishment of 
a priority list for natural gas consumption in the 
various sectors of the economy so as to obtain 
maximt"n yield", prepared by the government 
rapporteur from the Federal Republic of Germany, 
assisted by government rapporteurs from Belgilun, 
Hungary ano ROiC!ania. 

07.5.2. Exploitation of natural gas, stimulation 
~1_! enhanced recover1l...!_echni~ues, methods 
to reduce ;.raste of associated gas in oil 
nroduction 

Descriptio": The Committee will study 

(i) relationship between the production technology 
and recovery factor in gas reservoirs, and 

(ii) stimulation and enhanced recovery techniques 
in natural gas production, and organize an exchange 
of information on relevant recent technologies, e.g. 
t'Se of acidizing, hydraulic pressure, atomic 
explosions to improve porosity or to open cracks so 
as to stimulate gas flow from >·tells and vater flooding 
to increase gas recovery. This project also includes 
exploration and exploitation of natural gas in 
carbonate rocks to be studied by the Group of Experts 
on Natural Gas Resources. Also, the Committee vill 
study and exchange information on problems related to 
the extent of associated gas waste in oil production 
operations, 

Hethod of work: The Committee will assist the 
Commission through the contribution of member countries 
of the ECE to the 2.d hoc meeting or seminar on improved 
techniques for extraction and processing of primary 
forms of energy (Commission decision G (XXXI)). The 
Committee ;rill consider the conclusions of that ad hoc 
meeting or seminar at its follouing session. It will 
then decide how it can best contribute to further work 
on these subjects. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

2 1978 

2 1978 

3 1980 



1'/0RK AREA 07.6: STATISTICS AND INFORi'1ATION 

07.6.1. Bulletin of Gas Statistics 

Description: The Conunittee, through the Group of 
Experts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting Problems 
and in co-operation 1~i th the Conference of European 
Statisticians 1·rhere necessary, will examine the 
questions related to the contents of the Annual 
Bulletin of Gas Statistics and relevant data in the 
Annual Bulletin of General Energy Statistic~, 
published regularly, as ~rell as the definitions 
and units employed therein. 

11ethod of work: The Group of Experts on Gas 
Statistics and Forecasting Problems will revie1·1 
ru1d examine the contents of the Annual Bulletin of 
Gas Statistics in order to assist the Conference 
of European Statisticians in collecting 
internationally-comparable statistical data. 

07.6.2. Development and improvement of 
statistical information 

Description: The Committee, together with the 
Conference of European Statisticians >There necessary, 
will select problems for deta.iled examination in 
order to develop and improve international statistics 
in the field of the gas industry. At present, the 
Group of Experts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting 
Problems considers: (a) questions arising from 
the gradual transition to the international system 
of Ul1its (the SI Units) in many cotmtries; (b) the 
international comparison of ratios within the gas 
industry; (c) harmonization of questiollnaires 
(circulated by various international bodies in the 
field of gas statistics), especially definitions 
used and their presentation; (d) additional data to 
be collected on a regular basis for inclusion in the 
gas bulletins (survey of the additional data 
requirements in countries and by various international 
bodies); (e) technical problems related to "Overall 
balance sheets of energy" (co-operation possibilities 
with the other Principal Subsidiary Bocl.ies of the ECE 
that deal with energy); (f) elaboration of flo1·1 
diagrams; (g) collection of data on undergrotmd 
gas-storage and LNG pealc-sha.ving facilities; 
(h) collection of data on gas transport mains 
classified according to their internal diameters and, 
the Group of Experts will study forecasting problems. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

The Group of Experts on Natural Gas Resources collects 
~1d exrunines statistical data on estimates of natural 
gas reserves. 

iTethod of work: The Group of Experts on Gas Statistics 
and Forecasting Problems uill study the project 
components 07.6.2 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), 
and (h), It will also study problems arising in the 
field of forecasting gas demand. The Group of Experts 
on Natural Gas Resources uill collect "Statistical data 
on estimates of natural gas reserves" and will consider 
them at its annual sessions. 

07.6.3. Information on investments in the gas industry 
including financing 

Description: The Committee '?ill study investments in 
the gas industry and their financing possibilities, 
including depreciation practices, with a vie'r to 
exchru1ging information and also to identify the problem 
areas in financing investment requirements. 

llethod of work: The Committee will (a) collect data 
on investments and financing requirements of the gas 
industry every year ru1d (b) initiate a study on 
depreciation practices and schemes. 

\l'i th regard to the sub-project (a), collection of data 
on investments, a government rapporteur designated 
from the Federal Republic of Germany will draft a 
consolidated report, making use of data collected for 
the consideration of the Committee at its twenty-fourth 
session. 

Ylith regard to sub-project (b), the study on 
depreciation practices and schemes, the Governments of 
the Federal Republic of Germany and the USSR ~Till subrni t 
papers on depreciation practices in their countries, which 
would be used in elaborating a questionnaire to collect 
the necessary information to initiate a study. A 
government rapporteur from the Federal Republic of Germany 
will be designated to draft a report on the subject, making 
use of information collected, The consolidated report 
will be considered by the Committee at its t'>Tenty-fourth 
or twenty-fifth session, 

Government experts participating in the ~mrk of the 
ad hoc !leeting will contribute to the Symposium About the 
Gas Situation in the ECE Region Around the Years 1990-2000, 
to be held in 1978, and will take part in the relevant 
preparatory meeting. 

cont. 

cont. 

2 
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08. - HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING 

WORK AREA 08,1: LONG-TERN PERSPECTIVES AND POLICIES 
IN HUNAN SETTLEHENTS 

08.1.1. Major lons=term trends in housing policies 

Description: The Horking Party on Housing will exchange 
vie;rs on major trends in housing problems and policies 
with a view to understanding better the complexity of 
present-day and future problems and policies and to 
offer guidance in the elaboration and improvement of 
government policy goals, tools and instruments, 

Method of work: The project will be implemented both 
through a seminar and a study. The former ;rill be 
limited in scope, covering three themes for each of 
which discussion papers will be prepared by rapporteurs. 
The study will be more comprehensive and include a 
broader evaluation of problems and policies; it will 
be elaborated by rapporteurs·in consultation vrith the 
secretariat, The seminar will be held in Finland in 
July 1977; the seminar proceedings will be prepared 
and published by the secretariat. The study will be 
finished early in 1978, submitted to the \lorking Party 
on Housing and subsequently published for general 
circulation, 

08.1.2. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers 
to ECE Governments on the Overall Economic 
Perspective for the ECE Region up till 1990 

Description: The Committee will take note of and comment 
on drafts of the Overall Economic Perspective and submit 
the results of relevant projects (e.g. 08,1,;, 08.1.5 and 
08.3.5) to the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments. 
This dialogue will help the Committee and ECE Governments 
to undertake long-term studies in the human settlements 
field in a broader framework, while at the same time 
ensuring a substantive sectoral contribution to the 
activities of the Sei1ior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments. 

i1ethod of work: Co-operation between the Committee aild 
the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments will be 
ensured mainly through the secretariat. 

Estimate(! 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1978 
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08.1.3. Long=term prospects and policies in the 
construction sector 

Description: The Committee >~ill periodically examine 
forecasts and long-term prospects in the construction 
sector "i th a vie>~ to assisting Governments in dra>~ing 
up long-term policies relating in particular to the 
required total capacity of the construction industry, 
composition of future demand, employment in 
construction and mechanization of building activities. 

r·1ethod of >~ork: As a follo>~-up to the Seminar on 
Long-Term Prospects and Policies in the Construction 
Sector, held in Copenhagen in January 1976, and the 
studies on houdng forecasting and programming 
(project 00.3.5), ad hoc meetings >~ill be orgru1ized 
from time to time on subjects to be selected by the 
Committee. Close co-operation >~ill be maintained 
>~ith the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments. 

08.1.4. Land-use plru111ing and policies for human 
settlements 

Description: The Committee >~ill exchange information 
and experiencE on land use problems and policies, 
focusing on housing and related services, >~ith a vie>~ 

to perfecting tools and instruments at the disposal 
of Governments for ensuring an adequate supply and 
development of the lanC!. needed. 

ieJethod of >~ork: Follo>~ing an ad hoc meeting in 
June 1976, national monographs >~i~be elaborated by 
interested countries; their analysis >~ill be 
conducive to the definition of a number of topics 
>~hich, in a second stage, ,;ill be discussed at a 
seminar to be held in S>~eden in June 1978. 
Discussion papers for the seminar ,;ill be prepared 
by rapporteurs; the proceedings of the seminar 
,;ill be prepared and publisheC!. by the secretariat. 
This project should be seen as a contribution to the 
overall ECE efforts in land use plru>ning ru>d 
management. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) ;[f}E_ 

cont. 

3 1978 



Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

08.1.5. Relationship between housing and the national 
economy 

Description: The Harking Party on Housing will explore, 
both from the macro- and micro-economic and social 
standpoints, the manifold correlations which exist 
between the housing sector ar.d the national economy as 
they affect the development of economic 2nd social 
progress, of investments and employment, of wages, 
prices and consumption as well as all other branches of 
the national economy, including the financial sector. 
The purpose of the project is to improve the understanding 
of the short, medium and long-term impact of housing 
policy measures. 

;,rethod of work: An exploratory cliscussion of the project 
will take place at the sixth session of the Harking 
Party on Housing in December 1976 on the basis of papers 
prepared by two rapporteurs. 

08.1.6. Impact of long--term energy problems on human 
settlements policies, especially energy savin~ 

Description: The Committee will examine the impact of 
energy considerations on the plruming and development of 
human settlements, incluc'l.ing the effect on the location 
and density of ne1·1 settlements, on community plruming and 
on the design, construction and improvement of buildings. 
The purpose of this project is to assist Governments in 
drawing up medium and long-term human settlement policies 
taking duly into account economic, social and environmental 
implications of energy conservation policies. 

11ethod of work: A seminar will be held in Canada in 
October 1977 based on docmaentation to be prepared by the 
Cc.nadian authorities in co-operation ;ri th the secretariat 
and by a large number of Governments, international 
organizations and individual experts. An in-depth 
discussion of the seminar conclusions and recommendations 
will be held at the Committee's thirty-ninth session in 
September 1978. The seminar ;/ill constitute an important 
part of the overall ECE programme in the energy field and 
will be carried out in consultation ;ri th other Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies concerned. 

3 

3 
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\lORK AREA 08. 2: INTEGRATED IIDI1AN SETTLEMENTS PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPI1ENT 

08.2,1. Revie>~ of current trends and policies 

Description: The Conunittee >~ill, at each plenary 
session, exchange vie1·rs on current housing, building and 
planning trends and policies, including environmental 
aspects. The Committee >~ill also discuss in depth, at 
each plenary session, a selected subject of topical 
interest to member Governments. These discussions 
enable Governments to dra>~ on each others' experience 
in formulating and modifying their short and medium 
term policies. 

Method of >~ork: Every second year (even years), the 
discussion >Till be based on comprehensive country 
monographs prepared along common lines and circulated 
directly among Governments in advance of the session, 
In intermediate years, notes >Till be circulated, 
bringing the monographs up to date, The in-depth 
discussions vlill be based on specialized issue 
papers to be prepared by rapporteurs in co-operation 
>~ith the secretariat. 

08.2,2, Promotion of international co-oueration in 
the field of urban and regional research 

Description: The Committee >Till promote international 
co-operation among institutes and government 
authorities dealing >lith urban and regional research. 
The purpose of this project is to increase the overall 
benefits to participating countries through common 
research efforts and the sharing of research experience 
and to provide a more scientific basis for policy-making 
concerning urban and regional planning and development 
and human settlements in general. 

Hethods or >~ork: The Group or Experts on Urban and 
Regional Research >~ill meet annually to monitor systematic 
co-operation among governmentally c1esignated national 
focal points. Conferences of leading research officials 
Hill be organized every fourth year, Specialized 
colloquia >~ill be organized by and on the responsibility 
of national focal points in co-operation >lith th"l 
secretariat. A directory of national institutes >~ill be 
prepared and kept up to date, research programmes >Till be 
exchanged and special studies undertrucen. Joint research 
pro,jects involving research institutes from several 
co 1m tries 11ill be carried out. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 

cont. 

Estimated 
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year 



Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

08.2.2.1. Urban and regional research policy ruod 
organization 

Description: As a follow-up to the Third ECE Conference 
on Urban and Regional Research, held in \/arsaw in 1976, 
the Group of Experts on Urban ruod Regional Research will 
study the problems of translating research results into 
practice through plruming and design guidelines and 
modifications in the regulations governing physical 
planning. 

Hethod of work: Results so far achieved will be 
published in a printed publication in 1976/77. The 
further work will be carried out by a team of rapporteurs 
(researchers) reporting to the Group of Experts. 

08.2.2.2. Directory of national institutions concerned 
with urban and regional research 

Description: A directory of national institutes 
concerned with urban and regional research, compiled and 
printed in 1968, will be brought up to date and 
published. In this connexion, it may possibly be 
extended to include institutes concerned with housing 
and other human settlements branches of research, The 
purpose of the directory is to identify and describe 
relevant research institutes and thus to provide a 
convenient tool for direct contacts in this field. 

Hethod of ~rork: The requisite material for the directory 
will be collected from Governments in 1976/77• The 
directory will then be compiled by the secretariat, or by 
a national focal poliot to be norminated, and subsequently 
issued as an ECE publication, 

08.2.2.3. Quality of life in urcan settlements 

Description: The Group of Experts on Urban and Regional 
Research will continue to exchange views on research on 
quality of life in urban settlements, which is still in 
most countries at an early stage. The purpose is to 
assist Governments and research institutes in establishing 
a conceptual, terminological and methodological framework, 
to identify comoexions between social welfare and 
well-being and the spatial structure and to develop a 
system of indicators which might be used as a practical 
tool in physical plruming, 

3 

3 

E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 109 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1979 

1979 



E/5944/Add.l 
Ej:ECE/928/Add.l 
page 110 

l'Iethod of ;rork: A study based on contributions to the 
Third ECE Conference on Urban ru1d Regional Research, 
held in Waxsaw in 1976, will be published in 1977. 
Further studies will be undertru<en by rapportecrrs 
(researchers) reporting to the Group of Experts, 
possibly as part of the preparatory work for the 
Fotrrth Conference on Urban and Regional Research, 
plrumed to be held in 1980. 

08.2.2.4. Exchanges of information on national 
research programmes 

Description: The Group of Experts on Urban and 
Regional Research will continue, at its annual 
meetings, systematically to exchange information on 
national research programmes with a view to assisting 
national institutes in keeping abreast of research in 
other countries. This exchange will also be of help 
to government officials concerned with the overall 
planning and programming of research in this field. 

i!ethod of 1<0rk: Annotated lists of basic urban and 
regional research projects, which are in progress and 
of wider interest, based on a common format, are 
prepared and exchanged annually directly between 
national focal points. National research digests on 
selected projects and trends are exchanged every four 
years and analysed with a view to revealing long-term 
trends. 

08.2.3. Selected urban renewal problems and policies 

Description: The Committee will continue to examine 
selected urban renewal problems and policies, such as 
methods of assessing the quality of existing built-up 
areas, methods of modernizing, improving and rene,;ing 
cities and individual buildings, effects of urban 
rene;ral on other parts of a to;m and the relationship 
between urban renewal measures and the demand for 
leisure areas. These studies will assist Governments 
in formulating their policies in an area of increasing 
concern in all ECE countries. 

dethod of ;rork: Following two symposia on urban rene;ral 
held ill 1961 an<l 1970 and ru1 in-depth discussion on the 
linprovement of housing and its immediate surroundings, 
held at the Committee's 1976 session, a rapporteur, in 
consultation ;Ji th the Chairmen of the Corruni ttee 1 s three 
Uorking Parties, is preparing a draft seminar programme 
for ex&nination by the Committee in September 1977. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

5 

cont. 
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08.2.4. Infrastructura:,l._J?_lanning for human settlements 

08.2.4.1. Role of transportation in urb&n planning, 
eevelcpment and environment 

Description: The l/orking Party on Urban and Regional 
:?lanning and Development 11ill continue to examine the 
role of transportation in urban planning, c1evelopment 
ru1c1 environment. The purpose o:C the project is to 
update and exchange relevant documentation and experience 
among Governments so as to facilitate their policy-Elal,ing 
in this area. 

!lethoc1 of work: Follouing the seminars held in !lunich in 
1973 and in \/ashington D.C. in 1976, a third seminar on 
the role of transportation in urban planning, development 
and environment >ri:Cl be organized in 1981, in co-operation 
11i th other Principal Subsidiary Bodies concernecJ., 
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08.2.4.2. Town-planning, ecology and technological progress 

Description: The l/orldng Party on Urban and Regional 
Planning alld Development will examine the impact of 
technological progress on to1m planning and the urbru1 
ecology. The aim is to promote a mul tidisciplina.ry 
approach in infrastructural pla.ming ru1d assessment of 
impacts by an exchru1ge of information ru1d experience. 

r.Jethod of >rork: An in-depth discussion on the sub,ject 
will be held at the ninth session of the Vlorking Party 
in February 1977. The follo1r-up \Tork will then be 
defined by rapporteurs and ini tia.ted by the Uorking Party 
as soon as some other related projects have been finalized, 
e. g. project 08 .1. 4. on land-use planning and 08 .1. 6. on 
energy problems. 

00.2, 5. Special human settlement problem_s and policies 
in the co1.mtries of southern Europe 

Description: The Group of Experts on Housing, lluilcJing 
and Planning Problems and Policies in the Countries of 
Southern Europe will continue its studies of problems 
and policies of particular concern to the pa.rticipating 
countries. At its next meeting, in a1.1tumn 1977, the 
Group will discuss aspects of quality of life and urban 
design. 

2 1979 
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Hethod of ;rork: The meetings of the Group of Experts 
\rill be held periodically in one of the participating 
cotm tries to make it easier for the experts to study 
probleiC~S in their national setting and to discuss 
policies 1ri th representatives of the competent public 
authorities in the country visited. National 
monographs on topics of particular concern to the 
countries of southern Europe ;rill be prepared and 
exchanged at each meeting. In addition, rapporteurs 
will prepare a basic paper for in-depth discussion. 

08.2.6. Contribution to the follou-up of the 
United Nations H~bitat Conference 

Description: The Cormni ttee 1·rill study the report of 
the United Nations Conference on Humru1 Settlements 
(Habitat 1976) and related General Assembly decisions 
;ri th a vie;r to identifying areas in 1·rhich the ECE 
coulcl serve as an instrument for the follow-up work 
envisaged. The Committee and its vlorking Parties 
are expected to be of great value in the implementation 
of several conference recormnendations relating to 
follow-up on the regional level. 

:Iethod of war!(: Follo1ving a tentative examination of 
the project at the Committee's session in 
September 1976, the project uill be elaborated in 
detail at the Cormni ttee 1 s 19TI session a;1d revie1{ec1 
thereafter at its annual sessions. 

00.2.7. Integrated physical, socio-economic ru1d 
environmental 'Pla;ming 

Description: The Horl,illg' Party on Urban and Regional 
Plruming and Development Hill continue to stucl.y and 
develop a methodology of integrated physical, 
socio-economic and environmental plallning of ht1lll811 
settlements. This project is expected to be of 
direct assista11ce to Governments and public 
authorities in physical plallning on the national, 
regional a11d local levels. 

Ilethod of \rorlc: On the basis of the results of the 
Seminar on National nnd Regional Plallning as Frame;rorks 
for Local Plruming, held in Finland in 1975, a team of 
rapporteurs \rill define the project anc1 propose 
possible methods of 1rork for examination at the ninth 
session of the Harking Party, in February 1977. A 
thorough analysis of the problems will then be 
tmderta.ken by rapporteurs, possibly folloued by a 
seminar. The project ;rill be carried out in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Govere1meats m1 Environmental Problems (see projects 
05 .1.1.1 and 05. J. 2.1) and other Principal Subsidiary 
Ilodies concernecl .• 

Estimated 
~t'Tcin 
(in yeD.rs) 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

08.2.8, Integrated planning of areas for tourism and 
recreation 

Description: The Committee will study the methods and 
means of ensuring an interdisciplinary and integrated 
approach in the planning of areas for tourism and 
recreation, taking into account land-use, environmental, 
sociological and economic aspects. The aim is to 
assist Governments in formulating suitable tools for 
integrated planning in this field and to promote the 
application of such integrated planning in the ECE 
region. 

Hethod of ;rork: The project •rill be based on the 
results of the ECE Symposium on the Planning and 
Development of the Tourist Industry in the ECE Region, 
held in Yugoslavia in 1975, and take into account 
relevant aspects of related Committee projects, e.g. 
project 08.1.4 on land-use planning, project 08,2,4 
on infrastructural planning and project 08,2.5 on 
special problems in southern Europe. It ~1ill be 
carried out in co-operation with other Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies concerned, in particular the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, 

v/ORK AREA 08.3: SOCIO-ECONOliiC PROBLE!1S AND POLICIES 
IN HOUSING 

08.3 .1. Review of trends and policies 

Descri tion: The 1/orking Party on Housinl', at its 
sessions every twelve to eighteen months), ;rill conduct 
an exchange of vieus on current trends and policies in 
the field of housing with a vie11 both to keeping 
Governments abreast of major events in housing ru1<l. to 
offering indications for the orientation of the development 
of the \Vorlcing Party' s programme of work. 

lletho<l. of work: Drawing on the housing part of the country 
monographs on current trends and problems in the field of 
housing, building and planning, circulated in conjunction 
with the Committee session, oral statements will be made 
at the 1vorking Party sessions concentrating on a feu 
issues of particular interest. A brief summary of the 
debate will be prepared by rapporteurs and included in 
the report of the session. 

3 
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08.3.2. Special housing needs, including migrant 
workers 1 housing 

Description: The \larking Party on Housing will 
continue to study the hotcsing neecls of the elderly, 
the ha..ndicapped, single people and small families. 
The housing needs of migrant •mrkers may also be 
dealt with. It is expected that ~1ork in this 
field will lea.d to the formulation of general 
recommendations which would help Governments in 
orienting their policies. 

!lethods of work: The \larking Party, at its sixth 
session, in December 1976, will discuss follow-up 
work to the seminar on special housing needs, to 
be held in the Netherlands in November 1976, and 
also consider the desirability and possibility of 
elaborating a project on housing needs for migrant 
labour. 

08.3.3. Financing of housing 

Description: The Uorking Party on Housing will 
organize an exchange of views on problems facing 
Governments ;n the fielCI. of financing of housing as 
•·1elJ. as on experience gained by Governments ui th 
regard to related policies and measures trueing into 
account newly arising social and economic conditions, 
Thus, the financing aspects in connexion with other 
Coiiuni ttee projects, such as those concerning land-use, 
housing policy and improvement and management and 
programming of housing, will be c1eal t vii th as an 
integrated uhole. 

dethocl of v10rk: Rapporteurs •1ill undertruce an 
analysis of the various pro,j ects in which aspects of 
financing of housii1g are dealt with as 1-1ell as of 
neVTly arising social and economic conditions affecting 
financing. Further uork will be decided upon in the 
light of the results of this ru1alysis. 

08.3.4. Housing management problems 

Descripti011: 1'he 1Jorlcing Party on Housing VTill 
ru1alyse various aspects of the management of 
housing and assess their relationship to government 
housing policy. An exchange of information on 
current problems, techniques and experience •·1ill 
be tmdertrucen with a viev1 to improving the financial, 
economic 8l1d social efficiency of government policies 
in this field. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

2 

3 
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termination 

year 
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I1ethod of work: The \vorking Party, at its sixth session 
in December 1976, will examine general proposals for the 
implementation of this project to be submitted by 
rapporteurs. It is expected that, in the eJ:ploratory 
stage, a fe>T rapporteurs >rill work out detailed proposals 
regarding issues which lend themselves to an exchange of 
information and experience on the international level, as 
well as suitable ways and means for further implementation 
of the project. 

08.3.5. Housing forecasting and programming 

Description: The 1/orking Party on Housing lTill continue 
to exchange periodically information and experience on 
programming of housing, including medium anil. long-term 
forecasts of housing needs, both in terms of methodology 
~1d numerical data. The purpose of this project is to 
enhance the operational character of the techl1iques 
involved for the benefit of Governments. 

I·lethod of work: On the basis of monographs on 
techl1iques used, problems met and results obtained, to 
be prepared by interested countries, rapporteurs \Till 
prepare an analytical report, They ~Till also formulate 
proposals concerning ways and means of undertrucing 
further work of practical value to Governments. 

HORIC AREA 08.4: PROBLEHS AND POLICIES IN BUILDING 
MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION 

08,4,1. Review of current trends and policie~ 

Description: The vlorking Party on the Building Industry, 
at its sessions (every welve to eighteen months), \rill 
conduct an exchange of views on current trends and 
policie·s in the field of building materials and 
construction, This exchange lrill assist Governments in 
formulating sui table policies to deal ~ri th short-term 
problems of topical interest, 

Hethod of work: The chapter on building materials and 
construction of the annual country monographs on 
housing, building and planning trends and policies ,.,rn 
be used as background documentation. The method of 
t<rork uill be further defined at the ninth session of the 
Horking Party in December 1976. The exch~1ge of vie>rs 
will then be initiated as from the tenth session of the 
Horking Party. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 
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08.4.2. Environmental problems ar~s~ng from 
construction activities 

Description: The \/orking Party on the Building 
Industry will examine environmental problems arising 
from the extraction, production and transportation 
of building materials and components and from 
construction activities. The impact of construction 
activity on the built environment (visual pollution, 
monotoay) will also be studied. The project will 
assist Governments in formulating policies aimed at 
higher environmental quality for built-up areas. 

Hethod of work: Following the Fifth ECE Seminar on 
the Building Industry, to be held in Budapest in 
October 1976 on the theme "The building industry and 
the environment", specific aspects may be subject to 
further investigation by rapporteurs. 

08.4.3. Hechanization in transport, handling and 
assembling of building components 

Description: The Working Party on the Building 
Industry v1ill study the progress made in the 
mechanization of the building industry in a broad 
sense, including possibilities of increasing 
efficiency, reducing noise and standardizing 
machinery and equipment. The project will help 
Goverrunents in formulating suitable long-term 
policies in this field. 

l'Jethod of work: An analytical report prepared by a 
rapporteur on the basis of country monographs will 
be eo:amined by the Uorldng Party at its ninth 
session in December 1976. It is envisaged that the 
project will be completed by the organ~zation of a 
seminar in 1978 in a country to be designated. 

08. 4. 4. Building research policies 

Description: The Harking Party on the Building 
Industry will examine methods and means of planning, 
orgru1izing, co-ordinating and financing research 
ru1d development work in the building field. Problems 
of education of researchers and of utilization of 
research results will also be dealt with, The aim 
is to assist Governments in augmenting and 
rationaliziag their research efforts in the building 
field ruod to develop international collaboration 
further. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

2 

3 
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year 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

Hethod of work: A seminar will be held in Sweden in 
Ne.y 1977 based on introo.uctory discussion papers 
prepared by rapporteurs, the International Council for 
Building Research, Studies and Documentation (CIB) and 
the secretariat. Countries and international 
organizations will be invited to submit response 
papers. An analytical report on the whole project 
~Till be prepared by the S;-1edish host authorities for 
examination at the tenth session of the \'larking Party, 
in 1978. 

08.4.5. Use of computers in the building industry 

Description: The Vlorking Party on the Building Industry 
will promote co-operation among specialized institutes 
and government authorities concerned with the use of 
computers in the building industry. The aim is to 
economize the staff and financial resources of the 
institutes by the exchange of research programmes, 
the organization of co-operative projects, etc. 

:Jethod of work: The Harking Party ;dll review 
periodically this project >·Thich will be carried out to 
a large extent by direct co-operation among national 
focal points appointed by ECE Govermnents for the 
purpose. Ad hoc meetings on topical sub,jects will be 
organized from time to time in countries to be 
designated. 

08.4.6. Selected problems of production and use of 
building materials and components 

Description: The Uorking Party on the Building Industry 
will follow up trends and exchange views on the production 
and use of building materials and components with a view 
to assisting Governments in formulat5ng long-term 
policies in this field. 

Method of work: Following an enquiry and an analytical 
study presented to the eighth session of the Harking 
Party, the Fifth Seminar on the Building Industry 
(project 08.4.2) and the Seminar on the Impact of Energy 
Considerations on the Planning ancl Development of Human 
Settlements (project 08.1.6), a study will be initiated 
or a seminar organized. The precise formulation of 
the project will be discussed at the tenth session o£ 
the \•lor king Party in 1978. 

3 
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110illC AREA 08.5: PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
BUILDING PRODUCTS AND KNOVT-HOVT 

08.5.1. International harmonization of the technical 
content of building regulations 

Description: The \<larking Party on the Building Industry 
will promote concerted efforts by ECE me1"ber countries 
to harmonize the technical content of their building 
regulations with a view to alleviating technical 
obstacles to trade in building products ru1d know-how. 
The progress in this ;mrk will be reviewed at each 
Worlcing Party session (every twelve to eighteen 
months). 

He thad of ;rork: Feasibility studies prepared by 
rapporteurs and the secretariat will be followed up by 
ad hoc meetings on topics to be selected by the 
vlorlcing Party. Inter-secretariat meetings ;rith 
participation of intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations concerned will be regularly convened by 
the ECE secretariat. Technical and organizational 
work will be undertalcen by rapporteurs and by the 
secretariat, reinforced by vohmtary contributions in 
cash and in kind to a Trust Fru1d. 

08.5.1.1. Unified systems for disposition and 
formulation of building regulations, 
including reference to standards 

Description• The Harking Party on the Building 
Industry 1dll promote the unification of systems for 
the disposition of building reg11lations and for the 
formulation of requirements in building regulations 
in ftmctional or performance terms. The method of 
making reference to standards in building regulations 
will also be studied. This project will 
substantially facilitate the entire programme aiming 
at the harmonization of the technical content of 
building regulations. 

i1ethod of work: Ad hoc meetings will be organized by 
the ECE in co-operation with the ISO, the CIB and 
other international organizations concerned, the 
first in Bulgaria in October 1976. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 
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08.5.1.2. Index of national building regulations 
ann directory of internationally unified 
building regulations 

Description: The Working Party on the Building 
Industry will agree on a model index of national 
building regulations which will be used as a 
gttide for preparing national indexes. These 
indexes will facilitate the retrieval of relevant 
information on national regulations by enterprises 
wishing to export their products and also facilitate 
an exchange of information on regulations between 
national authorities. A directory of building 
regulations which have been internationally unified 
on the sub-regional level, is also envisaged. 

Method of work: Rapporteurs are preparing a model 
index for e:::amination by the \'larking Party in 
December 1976. National indexes will then be 
prepared by ECE countries. The secretariat will 
compile information on internationally unified 
building regulations on the basis of information 
submitted by other international organizations 
concerned. 

08.5.1.3. Unified regulations for structural safety, 
fire protection, internal climate, design 
parameters and energy conservation 

Description: The v/orlting Party on the Building 
Industry, at its sessions (every -hrelve to eighteen 
months), will pursue a nrunber of projects aiming 
at the unification of building regulations relating 
to structural safety, fire protection, internal 
climate and comfort, design parameters and energy 
conservation. The general aim is to alleviate 
technical obstacles to international trade in 
building products and know-how and to assist national 
authorities in their regulations work through 
international co-operation. 

;,rethod of work: Ad hoc meetings will be organized by 
the ECE in co-operation, as appropriate, with other 
international organizations. Recommendations to 
Governments and international organizations will be 
considered by the Worldng Party. 

Estimated 
c1uration 
(in years) 
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08.5.2. Directories of information centres, approval 
age11cies and other institutions concerned 
"'i th building regulations 

Description: At the request of the \'/orking Party on 
the Building Industry, directories will be prepared on 
national information centres on building regulations 
and on national central approval agencies for typical 
dra>~iclgs for structures and buildings and also of 
agencies concerned ~1i th requirements for designers, 
site engineers and other professionals for whom 
competellCe requirements are laid do1m. The aim is 
to facilitate "10rk of enterprises wishing to export 
their products or services. 

;;ethod of work: The directories are being prepared by 
the secretariat on the basis of information submitted 
by Governments and international organizations concerned. 
First drafts will be circulated for comment in 
autunn 1976. Final versions of the directories will 
be published in 1977. 

08.5.3. Standardized methods of quality assessment, 
testing, control and approval of building 
products 

Description: The Vlorking Party on the Building 
Industry will promote the establishment of international 
e.gTeements on methods of quality assessment, testing, 
control and approval of building products and on mutual 
recognition of~st laboratories. The results of this 
project will substru1tially assist enterprises >~ishing 
to export their products. 

ilethod of >~ork: Ad hoc meetings will be organized by 
the ECE, >~ith substantial contributions from sub-regional 
intergovernmental organizations and specialized 
non-governmental organizations, the first in June 1976. 

08.5.4. Revie>~ of trade trends and obstacles to trade 
in building products and !mow-how 

Description: The 1/orking Party on the Building Industry 
>~ill 1mdertalce a study of trade and obstacles to trade 
in building products and k!10H-hO>~ with a vieH to 
identifying current trade patterns, revealing obstacles 
to trade and establishing priorities for the programme 
of >IDrk on the harmonization of the technical content 
of building regulations. 

Estimated 
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(in years) 
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Nethod of work: The review will be undertalcen by the 
secretariat in co-operation with national authorities, 
international and national organizations active in the 
field of trade in building products and know-how. 

08.5.5. Catalogues of structural systems and building 
components 

Description: The \larking Party on the Building Industry 
will promote the elaboration of catalogues of structural 
systems and building components with a vieu to facilitating 
international trade. 

Nethod of work: ECE countries .-rill elaborate the 
catalogues on the basis of a model worked out by 
rapporteurs. 

08. 5. 6. Hul tilingual glossaries and dictim1aries 

Description: The Worldng Party on the Building Industry 
will promote the preparation of multilingual glossaries 
and dictionaries in the field of building materials and 
construction and, in particular, the harmonization of 
terminology and definitions relating to building 
regulations. 

Hethod of work: The Working Party, at its ninth session 
in December 1976, will examine an analytical report on 
an enquiry addressed to Governments and international 
organizations. Further work on this project will be 
carried out in co-operation with several international 
organizations, in particular the C!1EA, along lines to be 
agreed upon by the Working Party. 

WORK AREA 08.6: STATISTICS AND INFORNATION 

08.6.1. Bulletin of housing and building statistics 

Description: The Committee, together with the Conference 
of European Statisticians, will continue to collect and 
regularly publish statistical information on trends in 
the fields of housing and building. 

Hethod of work: The secretariat >rill collect the 
requisite information from Governments annually and 
publish a bulletin in September each year. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

08,6.2. Development of housing, building and planning 
statistics, including methodology of international 
comparisons in the construction field 

Description: The Committee, together with the 
Conference of European Statisticians, will continue to 
develop and improve international statistics in the 
field of housing, building and planning and study how 
the statistical data can be used to establish indices 
to be used for international comparisons in the 
construction field, 

11ethod of work: The project will be pursued in 
co-operation between rapporteurs and the secretariat. 
Ad hoc meetings will be organized jointly by the 
Committee and the Conference of European Statisticians, 
as required. cont. 
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WORK AREA ~: MEDIUl'$- AND LONG-TERN PERSPEC_TIVES 

09 .1.1. Rev_i~y- of_l(!l_~_l. tr_ep§.s wi.tp...J:_eill'J:.d _ _:l;_9 __ trap._sJ2_o;r_i 
~vel opmen t_l\P-9- tr¥,.f?1?.0.r.t_ J2.0)_i_cx_,__i;ng_l !lNP£. 
:E£EI1JJ_l?il_i_t_i_El_s _j' or ..E_r_oj_ec t_s __ o.!_ _c_pflllll_op._ _in t_e;r_e_s_t.l 
J2_r_?_s .E_e .c j;_s. j'_o;r. _s.P2_c_if _i_c _ _iplap_d_ .:.t.:r:a.;n_s.E_o;r_t_ !3_e_c_t _p.r_s_ 

Description: The Committee will keep under review and 
exchange info~~tion on general trends in the development 
of transport and of government transport policies in order to 
determine appropriate action. The following project 
components are included: 

(a) Periodic consideration of ne;r and important developments 
in respect of inland transport in member countries, with 
due regard to measures adopted to save energy, fuel and 
manpo>~er. 

(b) Annual revie>~ of information collected in respect of 
taxes levied on transport and transport e~uipment. 

(c) Studies with regard to the apportionment of track costs 
among users of infrastructures. 

(d) Specific technological aspects related to one or more 
modes of transport. 

(e) The prospects for rail transport, in particular 1rith 
regard to the development of high-capacity rapid 
transport systems. The introduction of ne1-1 transport 
technologies and the application of modern techni~ues 
to rail1-1ay operations. 

(f) Studies of various aspects of problems arlslng in 
international transport of goods carried by road, 
including transit traffic. 

(g) The collection and periodic publication of information 
concerning existing bilateral agreements for 
international road transport; national legislation 1-1ith 
regard to maximum 1reights and dimensions of motor 
vehicles; the application of the green card system for 
motor car insurance; and existing maximum speed limits 
for various categories of vehicles. 

cont. 

cont. 

cent. 

cent. 

cont. 

2 1978 

cont. 



E/5944/Add.l 
EjECE/928/Add.l 
page 124 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
.,0.n years) ____;tear 

Hethod of >wrk: With regard to project component (a) the 
Committee will periodically review information collected by 
means of a questionnaire circulated by the secretariat and 
determine any action which can be usefully taken. With 
regard to project component (b), information collected 
annually by the secretariat Hill be circulated for 
consideration by the Committee. vii th regard to project 
components (c), (d) and (e), the Committee ;rill consider at 
its annual sessions >rhich problems should be taken up by its 
subsidiary bodies in these fields and make appropriate 
arrangements for such work. 

\Iith regard to (f), the Committee, having agreed in principle 
at its previous session to the convening of a meeting on the 
subject in 1977, is expected to review at its thirty-sixth 
session proposals concerning the organization and documentation 
for this meeting. 

\'lith regard to project component (g), the Committee Hill 
review periodically the information prepared by the 
secretariat, 

09.1.2. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Gove~ents on the_ Overall Economic Perspectj~ 
for the ECE Reri~-2:!J2..~.2Q 

Description: The Committee >fill consider and comment where 
appropriate on the Overall Economic Perspective as elaborated 
by the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments and will 
make available to them the results of its own relevant work 
on project 09.1.1. 

Method of work; The secretariat will prepare and submit to 
the Committee the documentation uhich will be needed for this 
purpose and will assist the Committee in carrying out its 
work on this project. 

vlORK AREA 09. 2: TR.ANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE .AND OPERATIONS 

09.2.1. Examination of the possibilities for pro,jects of 
common interest Hith a vi~w to long-term co-operajj~ 
ii]. !J_stablishing a coherent navigable netuork in 
Europe 

Description: The Committee Hill study the problems ar~s~ng in 
connexion with the development of inland water transport in 
Europe, It ''ill in particular 

(a) examine the possibilities for projects of common interest 
uith a vieu to long-term co-operation in establishing a 
coherent navigaOle neh·rork in Europe; 
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(b) study in depth certain aspects of prospects for the 
development of inland water transport in Europe to be 
selected by the Committee; 

(c) study and review of progress with regard to the 
Danube-Oder (Elbe) connexion. 

Method of work: The work ;rill be carried out by the \'larking 
Party on Inland \'later Transport, on the basis of documents 
prepared by the secretariat. \lith re.:sard to project 
component (c), economic studies are being undertru,en by the 
Group of Rapporteurs for the Economic Study of the 
Danube-Oder (Elbe) conneJtion, 

09.2.2. Selected technological_]!oble~s in the d~velopment 
~~~a~on of inland waterway transuort 

Description: The Co~ittee will exchange information and 
views on selected aspects of neu and improved techniques in 
inland navigation, their economic importance and appropriate 
application. 

In this connexion, the following project components are to be 
tru,en up: 

(a) the use of containers and of ship-borne barges including 

6 

3 

administrative problems arising in this connexion; cont. 

(b) the effect on productivity of the gradual introduction 
of special purpose vessels, including container carrying 
vessels; cont. 

(c) use of computers in the analysis, planning and management 
of inland water transport; cont. 

(d) new techniques in inland navigation- pushing; cant, 

(e) devices for coupling pushed barges to one another, to 
pusher craft and to self-propelled pusher barges. 

;Method of work: The Working Party on Inland Water Transport 
will carry-aut 1·1ork on the selected problems; the \!larking 
Party may also explore the possibilities for convening 
seminars on some of the selected subjects, e.g. on the 
technical, operational and economic aspects of pushing 
techniques. 

4 

1982 

1979 

1980 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
Q_n_ yearsl year 

09.2. 3. Se]:_ected probl~ of_ technological and ec_onomi~ 
asjlects of}U'b.?:!!_ transpoyj; systems in __ q_o_-~_eration 
!fi th the othe:r:__,l'rincipal _Subsi_dia?:J: Bodie!!. 
concerned 

Despripti~: The Committee, having co-sponsored with the 
Con~ittee on Housing, Building and Planning and the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems, the Second Seminar on the Role of Transportation 
in Urban Planning, Development and Environment, will 
continue to exchange information on selected topics in this 
field. 

Method of work: The Committee will give further consideration 
to the method in t·Thich future wo~·k ;Till be organized t-Ti th an 
analysis of the elements contained in the replies to the 
~uestionnaire on the general tendencies of transport 
evolution and policy. 

Review of and amendments to the Europeap~ement 
~.MaJn Intern_ati.smal ~_raffi_c_ Arterie!l_jg._GB.l_ 

Description: In order to adjust the European Road network to 
changing re~uirements, the Committee will take up proposals, 
as re~uired, for amending the provisions of the Agreement vii th 
regard to the composition of the network, its numbering, and 
technical standards, 

Method of t·rork: Proposals uill be considered at meetings of 
the Working Party on Road Transport, to be followed by 
secretariat action with regard to the amendment procedure. 

09.2.5. Develoument of road netyorks 

(a) Construction of a Trnns-Europenn North-South Motorway 

Descriptio!!: \vi th a view to carrying out this project in 
co-operation with UNDP, the countries concerned have, under 
the auspices of the Committee, established an appropriate 
framet-rork for the joint study of selected problems 
connected with the construction of the motor,;ay and for 
ensuring the necessarJ co-ordination in the execution of 
such studies. 

cont. 



Method of work: The preparation of technical reports, with 
the help of experts, where appropriate financed from UNDP 
funds, for consideration and action by the North-South 
Motorway Steering Committee and its expert teams. Progress 
reports to be revie\;ed by the Working Party on Road 
Transport and its ad hoc meeting on the subject. l/ 

(b) Linlcing of the European road network to that of other 
regions 

Description: In co-operation with ESCAP, ECWA and ECA the 
Committee will promote the development of inter-regional 
road linlcs, in particular in areas where the recent road 
transport increase has created difficulties, 

Method of work: Exchange of information between the 
secretariats of the regional economic commissions concerned 
and, w·here appropriate, ad hoc meetings of the 
representatives of the countries concerned, 

09.2.6. Automatic railway coupling 

Description: The Committee \Till follow developments 
affecting problems relating to the introduction of 
automatic coupling, including arrangements for its financing, 
and it will study the preparation of a draft international 
agreement relative to the introduction of automatic coupling. 

Method of work: The v/orking Party on Rail Transport will 
periodically review the progress made, 

WORK AREA 09,3: FACILITA_TION CF INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT 

09.3 .1. RE!_vie.)'T of_ the 1'-P.E..lic~ tioE:. _a,_nd mod_ifi_s:a ti_p_n_of 
~ropean_ Agre.!'IJlent_s_JUld _ _!_ecommenda ti_op.l' __ c_~~n;i.!!f, 
the transJ>prt_ pf danger_o}l_S_.E.f>ods 

Description: The Committee will keep under review the 
provisions for the intennational transport of goods in the 
region, set out in international agreements and 
recommendations and talce action periodically for keeping them 
up to date and for facilitating their application, This 
will include the following project components: 
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Estimated 
duration 
.fi.n. xea1'3l 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

5 1981 

5 1981 

cont. 

l/ The exact method of work for this project will be decided on and 
developed on the basis of the decisions talcen at the Steering Committee in 
March 1977. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in z.ears) 

(a) Harmonization and modernization of the relevant prov~s~ons 
of the ADR and RID, and in particular consideration of 
proposed amendments relating to those parts of annexes A 
and B of the European Agreement concerning the 
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR) 
;~hich are common to the Regulations concerning the 
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail (RID) cont. 

(b) Consideration of proposed amendments to ADR provisions 
specific to road transport and to provisions set out 
in ITC Resolution No. 223 concerning the International 
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways (ADN). cont. 

(c) Handling of administrative and technical questions 
arising from the application of the ADR. cont. 

(d) Co-operation with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council Committee of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods and its subsidiary bodies, in particular 
as regards the Inland Transport Committee's contribution 
to the elaboration of a possible ;~orld-wide Convention 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods by all modes of 
transport. 

}!ethoj.__of wor!c: \vi th regard to project component (a), the 
proposals will be considered by the Joint }!eatings of the 
RID Safety Committee and the ECE Group of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods. The latter group will also 
consider proposals and studies relating to project 
components (b) and (d), \'lith regard to project component (c), 
the secretariat v1ill circulate to Governments copies of 
bilateral agreements authorizing certain transport operations 
by temporary derogation from the provisions of annexes A or B 
of ADR. 

DescFlption: The Committee will follow developments in this 
field and select suitable problems for consideration. 
Components of this project are: 

(a) Study of information on the difficulties encountered at 
frontiers by rail transport Hith regard both to the 
administrative organization and to the capacity of 
installations YTith a vieYT to eliminating such difficulties, 
ancl revieH of related activities of international 

6 

organizations concerned. cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1982 



(b) Study of Customs questions 1{ith a view to simplification 
of Customs formalities and documents (inter alia 
railway consignment note) in the field of transport. 

(c) Study of ways and means of preventing abuse of the 
advantages resulting from the introduction of 
simplified Customs procedures, including review of 
implementation of Resolution No. 220 (prevention of 
the abuse of Customs transit systems by drug 
smu,gglers). 

(d) Study of problems due to controls at frontiers; study 
of harmonization of conditions for exercising Customs 
and other controls undertaken at frontiers (health, 
phytosanitary, veterinary and quality controls: 
application of standards; public safety controls), 

Method of work: With regard to project component (a), the 
Working Party on Rail Transport implements this project 
component. 
With regard to project components (b) and (c), the Group of 
Experts on Customs Questions affecting Transport (in co­
operation, where appropriate, with the Committee on the 
Development of Trade through the secretariat in respect of 
(b)) is implementing these project components, while the 
Inland Transport Committee and its subsidiary bodies 
concerned, as required, implement project component (d), 

09·3·3· Accession to, review of implementation e~d, 
where appropriateJ modification of Conventions 
~~.field of inland transport 

Description: The Committee 1'1ill consider periodically the 
status with regard to the entry into force and application 
of Conventions and Agreements dra1m up under the auspices of 
the Inland Transport Committee, with a viev to deciding 
whether amendments should be prepared or a revision 
undertaken. 11 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cent. 

4 

5 

Estimated 
termination 

date -----

1980 

1981 

11 For other projects referring to specific Conventions, see projects 
09.2.4, 09.3.1, 09.3.4, 09.3.7 and 09.3.8. 
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Estimated Estimated 

Nethod of work: The Group of Experts on Customs Questions 
affecting Transport considers at its sessions questions 
concerning the Customs Conventions and resolutions related 
thereto, in particular problems arising in connexion with the 
implementation of the 1975 TIR Convention. It will study the 
possible extension of the TIR Convention to other regions and 
various aspects involvecl, including a possible linlc bet~reen 
the TIR Convention and other Customs transit systems. It 
will also revieYT existing Conventions in connexion ~Ti th the 
possible updating of their provisions. The Working Party on 
Road Transport revieYTs at its sessions questions concerning 
the application of the Convention on the International 
Carriage of Goods by Road (CNR) and the Convention on the 
Contract for the International Carriage of Passengers and 
Luggage by Road (CVR). The \larking Party on Inland Water 
Transport and its Group of Experts on River Law consider at 
their sessions questions concerning the implementation of 
inland navigation conventions (including possible resumption 
of work on a draft Convention on the Contract for Carriage of 
Goods by Inland Navigation (CNN)), 

Description: 

(a) The Committee YTill select administrative, technical, 
economic and legal aspects of multimodal transport for 
study YTith a view to the development of appropriate 
measures to promote combined transport and to ensure 
maximum utilization of equipment used for such 
transport. It ><ill also study standardization and 
harmonization of dimensions, handling requirements, 
marking, coding and identification systems for containers 
and revie>< the development of technology in com"Jined 
transport. 

(b) The Committee co-operates with UNCTAD in the 
elaboration of a draft convention on international 
multimodal transport dealing inter alia with the 
liability and documentary regime of such transport, and 
in its uorlc on container standards for international 
multimodal transport. 

duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

cont. 

3 1979 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
Q]lJ~_a!~ _.x.ea . .,_r __ 

Method of work: Consideration, on the basis of studies 
prepared by the secretariat, and by rapporteurs at sessions 
of the Group of Rapporteurs on Container Transport, and 
secretariat co-operation with the UNCTAD secretariat and 
other international organizations. 

Cf3. 3. 5. DevelOP!Jl..!!!:l1-.of...the_w£r.Jc_.,?lld_ stuft}.!!.§Ul~_b~ing FA_r.r_i_e~ 
.Q.~§._iming _?_t __ the_ el_i!D}.P.?J . .i.on of_ dispar_i.:tJ.!O.S.E_iJl_ill£. 
frqn_tp.~_l_e,g_al.Jl..F2..1T.i..!l.!_o_lls . .§EP)._i~A _t_q_ trajfig __ on, 
inland wa te~!fY._S_}-r_hj.ch_.§._nl __ sJ?.lJ..i.ELcj;_ _tp _ _ip_tl'!Pl3-ti_o_!lal 
.2.Q.n_y_en"ti..c?_lls_,___8P--2-.J.n. par.tj._c;}!lar.J. j;he_d_i_s_p§._r_i_ty_ in j;_he 
§.l?lhLJ..o.§.j;}.Q.n of_ .:t!l.Pl!..e....EI'£Y.i.sJ.£.n!!_ 

Description ani!__~.:!i_llOd of work:: The Committee will examine 
this problem as part of its ongoing work and will decide in 
due course on the method of work to be followed. 

09.3.6. Standardization of technical requirements for inland 
waterway vessels and ship's certificates 

Description: The Committee will continue or undertake work on: 

(a) Standardization of technical requirements fer commercial 
craft and the application of these requirements to 
vessels in service. 

(b) Standardization of technical requirements for pushed 
barges and their equipment. 

(c) Study of the standardization of requirements for the 
construction and equipment of pleasure craft. 

(d) Criteria for the definition of the maximum number of 
persons on board pleasure craft. 

(e) Standardization of and reciprocal recognition of certain 
ships' papers with a view to elaborating or updating 
resolutions on these subjects. 

(f) Harmonization of the standards to be applied to 
techniques for the prevention of water pollution by 
inland navigation vessels. 

Method of work: 
Group of Experts 
Requirements for 

This project ~Till be implemented by the 
on the Standardization of Technical 
Vessels and of Ships' Papers. 

cont. 

3 1979 

4 1980 

6 1982 

3 1979 

4 1980 

4 1980 
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De!J._9_ripti.£!!: \>'i th a view to facilitating the international 
transport of perishable foodstuffs, the Committee will 
consider, as and when required, selected problems, in 
particular with regard to: 

(a) The application of the Agreement on the Transport of 
Perishable Foodstuffs (ATP) and, where appropriate, its 
modification. 

(b) The application of the Committee's resolutions on 
standardization of packagings for certain perishable 
foodstuffs. 

(c) The follm;-up of the implementation of Resolution No.218 
recommending the reciprocal recognition of certificates 
of conformity for insulated, refrigerated, mechanically­
refrigerated or heated equipment used for the 
international carriage of perishable foodstuffs by land. 

Method of work: Study of the problems involved by the Group 
of Experts on the Transport of Perishable Foodstuffs, ~<ith a 
view to possible modification of the Agreement (ATP) and the 
resolution. 

09.3.8. Elimination of technical barriers to international 
trad_§'_.ill._ll!.o.:t.f>LVehi_c]-es and th..§!ir equipment 

Description: \'/i th a view to developing standards for motor 
vehicle equipment and parts, the Committee will keep up to 
date and supplement the thirty-six regulations at present 
annexed to the 1958 Agreement concerning the Adoption of 
Uniform Conditions of Approval and Reciprocal Recognition of 
Approval for Motor Vehicle Equipment and Parts, considering 
in particular the follmring project components: 

(a) Review and development of the 1958 Agreement and its 
anne::{es. 

(b) Completion of a set of technical regulations for "type 
approval" of the motor vehicle as a whole. 

(c) Harmonization of test procedures and other requirements 
for motor vehicle certification or approval. 

Estimated 
duration 
.f.i:E_,years) 

cont. 

cont. 

2 

cont. 

3 

6 

Estimated 
termination 

date 

1978 

1979 

1982 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
~ea~ year 

Method of work: Consideration of problems raised at, or 
proposals submitted to, the Group of Experts on the 
Construction of Vehicles and its subsidiary bodies. 
With regard to (c), the study of various aspects of a possible 
harmonization of test procedures and other re~uirements for 
motor vehicle certification or approval. 

09.3.9. Problems of~ial interest to member countri_!l~of 
the ECE which are fteveloping_[rom an economic point 
of view 

pesoription: The Committee will consider, where appropriate, 
~uestions of particular concern to such countries, e.g. the 
promotion of the development of an efficient transport system 
and an ade~uate transport infrastructure, Customs 
facilitation, etc. 

Method of worl~: The Committee will decide in due course on 
the method of work to be followed in the light of information 
to be transmitted by the countries concerned, 

09.4.1. Selected preble~ in the transport of dangerous 
goods including th~1!!9..V.!!_ment _ _9f newl,y_d_e_V,§llO..Ee<!. 
dangerous goods in international traj~_and th~ 
in_troduction of ne'\>r tran_!lpo:JZ_t tec_hpiques and 
equipment 

Description: The Committee '\>!ill study problems arlslng in 
transport of newly developed toxic substances, and study 
derogations from the provisions of annex A of ADR for the 
purpose of carrying out the trials necessary with a view to 
amending the provisions of this annex. 

Method of '\>!Ork: Consideration by the Joint Meetings of the 
RID Safety Committee and the Group of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods. cont. 

09, 4, 2. Select_ej._J?_roblil]ll!. of_lJ!J..F.PJp_niza t_ipE_..!!:Pd _c_o§_:i_f_i.9a 1!j._o_g_2.f. 
arl]li!l.i§tr_a_tj,_v_~ap.fl __ t_e_clmicp.l .P1'..91!_i_sj._op_s_c_o~c-~rpj.gg_ 
safe i;;L_ j.Jl __ i_n_l.§-p._d_ .!"a t.eJ.'.!".§l.:L J;.r~J!..OJ:'h in_ol ud_iE£. 
p.§J...Yiga ti_oE_ ~-],_e_s __ and. §_iEP_a_lling _!!;y_s_t.§'!llll. and 
~_r_tj.fi.9!'-te_s __ o;f _ _q_QE.J:E§..t_ep~.f_'"-.r _ _b_o!l-_t_!ll_ep_ .§l.I!.d . .J?.l.§.?§~ 
.9_1·af!_ _O!!!l_El..E.§. 

]lescription: The Committee uill continue to deal with selected 
problems relating to the harmonization of safety re~uirements 
for inland navigation in Europe. This project consists of the 
follmring components: 
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(a) Application of the European Code for Inland Waterways 
(CEVNI) and the provisions concerning Signs and Signals 
on Inland Waten•ays (SIGNI), and their revision with a 
vievT to the harmonization of the rules of the road and 
signs and signals used in various inland wateruays. 

(b) Drafting of standardized provisions concerning lake 
navigation and concerning navigation for pleasure. 

(c) Study of problems connected with the implementation 
of an international certificate for pleasure craft 
and an international certificate of competence for 
pleasure craft operators. 

(d) Study of the standardization of requirements for the 
issue of boatmasters' certificates with a view to 
the reciprocal recoGnition of certain requirements, 

(e) Study of the problem of compulsory insurance and of 
the standardization of the rules concerning liability 
of owners and users of pleasure craft. 

(f) Study of possible codification of existing safety 
provisions concerning inland navigation. 

Nethod of work: With regard to project components (a) and 
-(cl, the Group of Experts on the Standardization of Rules 
of the Road and Signs and Signals in Inland Navigation will 
consider the application and possible modification of 
resolutions on this subject; with regard to project 
component (b), it will continue the drafting of provisions 
to be included in CEVNI; with regard to project 
component (d), the Group of Experts on the Standardization 
of Technical Requirements for Vessels and of Ships' Papers 
will continue to revie''' proposals b~efore it; YThile project 
components (e) and (f) are ctnder consideration by the 
Working Party on Inland vlater Transport, 

09.4.3. Safety requjrements for th_e cons~ruction, transport 
9-nd handline of containe~ 

Description: The Committee will revieYT periodically safety 
requirements applicable to construction and use of all types 
of containers to meet the requirements of new operational 

Estimated 
duration 
(in _.years) 

6 

2 

4 

3 

3 

8 

and technical developments, and exchange vievTs on 
interpretation and application of the International Convention 
for Safe Containers (esc). 

Nethod of uork: 1/orlc on this project YTill be carried out by 
the Group of Rapporteurs on Container Transport and in co­
operation YTith IHCO through the secretariat. cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1982 

1978 

1980 

1979 

1979 

1984 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
Jin years) year 

09.4.4. Safet.L_!equirements for road transport, inclu_!l.ing 
_safe~t.§llld.a.Fds for p1_otor vehicle construcj;ion and 
inspection; road traffic ~es, road signs, 
signals and markings, and drivers' competep9~ and 
otper ro?-d _B_SE_ll.:.....E_e]l_a.vi_p.B:£ 

pescription: The Committee will select problems for study 
and for adoption of international provisions and recommend­
ations concerning road signs, signals and markings, drivers' 
and other road users' behaviour, motor vehicle construction 
and inspection, 

Method of Hork: This ~1ork will be carried out by the vlorking 
Party on Road Transport and its subsidiary bodies. cant. 

09·4·5· Safety provisions for ropeways 

Description: The Committee will study the rev~s~on of 
Resolution No. 208 on installations for transport by rope and 
ski-lifts open to the public, 

Method of uork: Consideration of draft proposals by the 
Inland Transport Committee and, where appropriate, by 
ad hoc meetings convened for this purpose. 

09.4.6. pafety regulations for transport of petroleum 
EFoducts by pipelin~ 

Description: The Committee will exchange information on 
safety regulations in this field, 

Method of '1ork: Circulation of documentation, where 
appropriate, for consideration by the Inland Transport 
Committee. 

09.4.7. Co-operation with other regional economic commissions 
in sharing ECE experi_ence in .E£?motip,g transport 
safety 

Descriptj~: Study of problems of mutual interest in the 
field of transport safety. 

Method of work: The ECE secretariat will, as appropriate, 
keep the secretariats of other regional economic commissions 
informed concerning the results of relevant studies 
undertaken ,n. thin the ECE. 

2 

4 

4 

1978 

1980 

1980 
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WORK AREA 9.2..:.2.• ;ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE SAVING ASPECT.§. 

09.5.1. Prevention of water pollution and control of noise 
caused byjpland waterway cr~ft 

Des.9riDtion: The Committee llill continue its work on the 
implementation of Resolution No. 18 concerning the prevention 
of ><ater pollution by inland navigation vessels and on 
Resolution No. 11 concerning the control of noise and 
vibration caused by such craft. 

Hethod of work: The Group of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods Hill elaborate recommendations on measures 
to be trucen to prevent pollution during the carriage of 
dangerous goods and the 1'/orkin& Party on Inland Water 
Transport will continue its ;10rk on the implementation of 
Resolutions No. 11 and No. 18. 

09.5.2. Reduction_of pollution and noise in road transport 

DesS!'Jption: The Committee uill study relevant technical 
problems with a vie;~ to a progressive reduction of existing 
admissible limits concerning noise and emission of pollutants 
by motor vehicles, and also with a view to preventing 
pollution \lhich might be caused during the transport of 
dangerous goods. 

~lethod of work: Elaboration of recommendations and draft 
regulations by the Group of Experts on the Construction of 
Vehicles and its subsidiary bodies, and, with regard to 
pollution durin& the transport of dangerous goods, by the 
Group of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods. 

09.5.3. Increased econo~nd efficiency in ene~ 
consumption in transp9rt 

Description: The Committee will study energy-related 
aspects of transport policy and transport operations 
involving the following project components: 

(a) Revie\1 of policy measures adopted to save energy, fuel 
and manpower, in order to determine appropriate action. 

(b) Development of methods for reducing the cost of 
electrification and dieselization, and of methods, 
applied or under study, aiming at reduction of energy 
consumption in raih1ay operations. 

(c) Study of problems related to the use of fuel by po;~er­
driven vehicles. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 
_JL""ear=---

1979 



Method of work: With regard to project components (a) 
and (b), developments will be revie•red by the Inland 
Transport Committee and the lvorking Party on Rail Transport 
respectively. With regard to project component (c), 
studies will be undertrucen by the Group of Experts on the 
Construction of Vehicles, 

WORK AREA 09,6: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

Q9.6,1. Statistical bulletins concerning inland transport 
and road traffic accident~ 

Description: In the light of its current work the 
Committee will determine the need for the collection of 
statistics on inland transport and traffic, including 
container transport and on road traffic accidents, 

Method of work: The secretariat •·rill collect data by means 
of questionnaires drawn up in the light of decisions trucen 
by Groups of Experts on Transport Statistics, on Road 
Traffic Safety, and the Group of Rapporteurs on Container 
Transport, and arrange for their publication in the 
appropriate bulletins, 

09.6.2. Elaboration of internat~onally compa~ble and 
agreed standards, methods of collection~eJiniti~ 
and terms for inland transpor~ an~ roa~traffic 
accident statis}ics 

Description: The Committee will continue its work vrith 
regard to the development of appropriate terminology and 
definitions, as well as methodology for collecting statistics 
relating to inland transport, involving the following 
project components: 

(a) Consideration of proposals for additions to the Glossa~ 
and for terms and definitions used for statistical 
purposes; consideration of the Standard International 
Classification of all Goods and Services (ICGS) as it 
relates to transport and to the Standard International 
Trade Classification revised (SITC); and revie>f of the 
Commodity Classification for Transport Statistics in 
Europe ( CSTE) , 

(b) Study of specific aspects of the methodology employed 
in collecting statistics on international and national 
inland transport, container transport and port traffic 

E/5944/Add.l 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in year.!?l _JJ]?_ao=r'---

5 1981 

cont. 

cant, 

cont. 
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(c) Study of specific aspects of the development of road 
traffic and road traffic accident statistics including 
revie•~ of methods for obtaining statistics on 
international road traffic, the study of sample survey 
methods applied to road traffic and transport and of 
methods of collecting complete data on road transport. 
Review of statistical work on road traffic and road 
traffic accidents being undertaken in other 
international organizations, 

(d) Study of simplified methods of carrying out censuses 
in general and their application to the transport field. 

(e) Development of standards and methodology for statistics 
conce1~ing the use of energy in transport. 

(f) Consideration of guidelines for a system of price and 
~uantity statistics and its implementation in the 
transport field. 

(g) Review of the implementation of European Programme of 
Basic Inland Transport Statistics and analysis of the 
methods used for the collection of statistics set out 
in this programme, 

Method of work: War!( on these problems will be carried out 
by the Group of Experts on Transport Statistics, in co­
operation with the Conference of European Statisticians 
with regard to project components (f) and (g), with the 
Group of Experts on Road Traffic Safety with regard to 
project component (c), and with the Group of Rapporteurs 
on Container Transport ;rith regard to project component (b). 

09.6.3. Road traffic censuse~ 

Description: The Committee will draw up recommendations for 
taking road traffic censuses at regular intervals. 

Method of ;rork: Recommendations will be drawn up by the 
Group of Experts on Transport Statistics and by ad hoc 
meetings convened for this purpose. The results will be 
published in tabular and map form by the secretariat. 

09.6.4. Publication of maps of __ inland waterways us~Ain 
international traffic 

pescription: The Committee ;rill periodically consider the 
preparation of maps on the subject. 

Method of work: Preparation and publication by the 
secretariat, on the basis of information provided by 
Governments and River Commissions. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in yea,_rli 

cont. 

2 

3 

2 

1 

cont. 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1979 

1978 

1979 



10. - SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ---- ~----· 

\v'ORK AREA 10.1 : LONG-TERM TRENDS 4_1Ql PERSP)!!CTIVES 

10.1.1. Co-operation >rith the Senior E.£2!10mic Advisers to 
ECE Gove_rnments on t2e Overa)l Economic 
Perspective for the ECE Region up to 19~Q 
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Estimated 
duration 
£n years ) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

Description: The Senior Advisers will identify and examine 
economic sectors in which major technological change is likely 
to be required or to occur up to the year 1990, ~Ti th a view 
to providing information to national authorities who ~till be 
mal{ing decisions affecting long-range developments in these 
sectors. 

Method of work: Studies will be prepared for consideration 
by meetings convened under the joint auspices of the 
Senior Economic Advisers and the Senior Advisers on Science 
and Technology. 

10.1.1.1. Review of current and proposed work within the 
ECE and of other bodies on technological 
forecasting 

Description: The Senior Advisers 1·rill consider the current 
and planned work in the field of long-term trends and 
perspectives of other bodies of the Commission and of other 
organizations with a view to ensuring that the uorlc 
programme which is prepared for the Senior Advisers 
complements the work of others. 

Method of work: A report will be prepared by the 
secretariat for consideration at an ad hoc Meeting of 
Experts on Technological Forecasting. 

10.1.2. Study of inteFrelationships betl?een economic and 
technological develo2~nts 

Description: The relationships between technological 
progress and economic activities, both on a sectoral and on 
a national basis, will be examined with a view to improving 
the understanding of policy-malcers of those relationships 
and the means of influencing them. 

Method of :·~rk: Studies will be prepared by the 
secretariat. 

4 1980 

1 1977 

3 1980 
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10.1.3. Technological trends up to 1990 and prospects 
in major economic se~t2y~ 

Description: The Senior Advisers will examine possible 
and probable major technological trends, and anticipated 
needs for innovation, by means of technological forecasts 
as appropriate, up to the year 1990 in selected economic 
sectors such as basic industrial materials and energy with 
a vie•·1 to assisting policy-makers who will be malcing 
recommendations and talcing decisions affecting activities 
in these fields. 

Method of 11ork: A general revieu paper will be prepared by 
the secretariat talcing into account the relevant 
activities of the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies, for 
consideration by an ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Technological Forecasting. 

10.1.3.1. Technological trends in basic materials and 
natural resources 

Description: Revie,,s of the technological prospects of 
selected basic materials will be undertaken in order to 
provide information on the problems which may arise and 
possible solutions to them, 

Method of work: [to be completed in the light of 
discussions at the ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
TechnologJcal Forecasting]. 

10.1.3.2. Technological forecasting in the energy field 

Description: 
technological 
evaluation of 

Senior Advisers will examine prospective 
needs in the energy field as well as the 
current technologies. 

Method of work: [to be completed in the light of 
discussions at the ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Technological Forecasting]. 

10.1.4. ~chnology assessmen~ 

Descriptioll: The Senior Advisers at their annual 
sessions will assess the economic, social and 
environmental consequences of prospective technological 
developments in order to identify effects which may 
require special attention on the part of national 
authorities. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

cont. 



Method of work: Assessments ~;ill be carried out in 
co-operation with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems and other Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
for consideration at the annual sessions of the Senior 
Advisers on Science and Technology, 

10.1.4.1. Environmental aspects of energy production and 
use 

Description: The Senior Advisers, in co-operation 1dth the 
Senior Advisers on Environmental Problems, will continue to 
study the subject of "The environmental aspects of energy 
production and use •·ri th special reference to new 
technologies" (ENV/R.43). 

Method of work: The secretariat will complete the study 
(ENV/R.43) on the basis of comments received from 
Governments, 

WORK AREA 10.2: CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY POLICIES 

10, 2.1. Changes_ in natiop.al sc_i_ep.~- and technolog:<~ 

policies, ~iorities and institutions includ~ 
orientation and administ~ation of research 
policies 

Description: A biennial review 1rill be undertalcen of the 
major changes occurring at the national level in science 
and technology policies, priorities in the fields of 
science and technology and the institutional arrangements 
for the evaluation and implementation of policies with a 
view to ensuring that these changes and the reasons for 
them are known. 

Method of work: Governments will provide information for 
incorporation by the secretariat in a biennial review. 

10.2.2. Review of international bilateral and 
multilateral scientific and techp2logical co­
operatio~ 

Description: Periodic reviews will be prepared of 
international scientific and technological co-operation 
agreements and understandings with a view to ensurine 
that a current register of bilateral and multilateral 
agreements is maintaine<L 

Method of work: Governments will provide information for 
incorporation by the secretariat in periodic revieus and 
analysis of particular bilateral agreements, 
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10.2. 3. Identificatj.on ~oblems~guiri.!!B:....!?F_iori ty 
attention in national and international scientific 
~d technologlcaTpol_icie.§. -

Descri;pt~: The major problems ••hich may arise in 
selected technological fields will be identified in order 
that they may be given priority attention by national 
authorities. 

Method of worl:: Revieu and analysis of selected areas for 
consideration by the Senior Advisers at their annual 
sessions. 

VIORK AREA 10.3: INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN SCIENTIFIC 
Aifu- TECll]fOLCGICAL- RESEARCH -

10.3.1. Review of scientific and technological res~~ch 
in selected _Eroblem_.§.§.S'tors 

Description: Reports of the research plans and needs in 
selected sectors as agreed from time to time will be 
prepared with a view to identifying projects which might 
be the subject of international co-operation. 

Method of 1<ork: In accordance with a methodology to be 
elaborated by the secretariat, Governments will provide 
pertinent information and expressions of their interest 
concerning projects which could provide a foundation for 
international co-operation, on the basis of which reports 
•·rill be prepared by the secretariat for review by an 
~~hoc meeting of experts and at a future session of the 
Senior Advisers. 

10.3.1.1. Policy development, resource allocation and 
co-operation in the energy R and D field 

Description: The report on an analytical framework for 
assisting Governments in designing their energy R and D 
strate6ies and in selecting projects which might be the 
subject of interne.tional co-operation •<ill be completed. 

Method of work: The study of the secretariat will be 
compieted with assistance from governmental rapporteurs. 
This activity ><ill be carried out in co-operation ,;ith 
the other energy-related Principal Subsidiary Bodies of 
the Commission and trueing into account the comments 
contained in paragraph 11 of document SC,TECH./AC.5/2. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

cont. 

2 1978 



10.3.1.2. Improvements to existing energy technologies 
and research and development on new energy 
sources 

10.3.1.2.1. Technologies related to new energy sources 

Description: A study of the research and development 
efforts being directed towards malcing new energy sources 
available will be conducted with a view to identifying 
those sources which might be the subject of more 
detailed examination and of co-operative international 
research. 

Method of ~rork: A report will be prepared by the 
secretariat for review at the sixth session of Senior 
Advisers in July 1977. 

10.3.1.2.2. Technologies connected with the utilization 
of low-calorific value fuels 

An ad hoc Meeting of Experts ~<ill be convened in 
conjunction with the Coal and Gas Committees in order to 
define the activities of the Commission in this field. 

10.3.2. Stu~y of_ possibilities for expanding an~_pr~oting 
~ultilatey~l co-operation 

10.3.2.1. The organization and management of co-operative 
international research 

Description: Study on the organization and management of 
co-operative international research (and methodologies for 
initiating co-operative projects) will be completed in order 
possibly to form a basis for the preparation of an ECE Guide 
on co-operative international research. 

Method of work: Study prepared by the secretariat for review 
by the Senior Advisers at their sixth session in July 1977. 

\vORK AREA 10.4: 1'li_ANSFER OF TE_CHNOLCGY 

10.4.1. Exchange of information and experience on transfer 
of technology by use of commercial channe~and on 
B!9del.!L2f_ identifying anlL:tr~sfer,:ring 
technologic~] and s2ien~ific developments 

D~scription: Case-studies of transfers of technology bet11een 
enterprises in selected industrial sectors operating in 
countries 11ith different economic and social systems and at 
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duration termination 
(in years) year 
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different levels of economic development will be undertrucen 
in order to identify any difficulties as well as to 
promote such transfers and the actions required to 
facilitate smooth intra-regional flows of technology. 

Method of Hork: Case-studies ,,rill be prepared by 
governmental rapporteurs on the experience of their 
enterprises engaged in international technology transfer. 
These case-studies will be developed on the basis of a 
common frame1wrlc prepared by the secretariat and approved 
by Senior Advisers. National authorities will designate 
a rapporteur Hho will act as a "focal point" for the 
receipt and transmittal of information and as the 
interface with the ECE secretariat for studies in the field 
of technology transfer. The case-studies will be 
fo:nrarded by the governmental rapporteurs to the 
secretariat Hho Hill send copies to other governmental 
rapporteurs as well as collate these studies for 
consideration at the sixth session of Senior Advisers. 

10.4.2. Measures to_pEomot~the transfer of technology 
between ECE member countries 

Description: The difficulties in and facilitation of the 
transfer of technology betHeen countries Hith different 
economic and social systems and at different levels of 
economic development within the ECE will be examined and 
initiatives trucen to improve the intra-regional flows of 
technology. 

Method of__!l_orlc: Studies for review by ad hoc meetings or 
seminars >rill be carried out by the secretariat using, 
inter alia, the case-studies prepared under project 10.4.1. 

10.4.2.1. Studies on the institutional, administrative, 
economic and legal factors affecting the transfer 
of technology in the ECE region 

Description: The Senior Advisers >rill examine factually­
based reference material on those aspects of the 
international transfer of technology relating to 
governmental structures, and administrative, economic and 
legal factors with a viev to developing an information base 
for enterprises involved in international transfers of 
technology in the ECE region. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

2 1978 

3 1980 



Method of work: Studies and reviews will be carried out in 
co-operation with the Committee on the Development of 
Trade for consideration by jointly-convened ad hoc meetings 
of experts. 

10.4.2.2. Preparation of a Manual on licensing procedures 
and related aspects of technology transfer 

Description: The Senior Advisers, in co-operation with 
the Committee on the Development of Trade, will draw up a 
Manual on licensing procedures and related aspects of 
technology transfer with a view to maldng such a Manual 
available to enterprises which are engaged in the licensing 
of technology or its transfer >~i thin the ECE region. 

Method of work: A Manual prepared by the secretariat with 
the help of governmental rapporteurs for consideration at 
an ad hoc meeting convened jointly with the Committee on 
the Development of Trade. 

\/ORK AREA 10.5: OTHER CO-OPERATIVE ACTIVITIES 

10.5.1. Development of the statistics of science and 
technology 

Description: The need for ne~r statistics to assist science 
and technology policy-makers as well as the interpretation 
and adequacy of existing statistics will be studied in 
order to provide policy-makers ~ri th improved means of 
assessing the need for new policies and the effects of 
current ones- The first of these studies will deal 
with the measurement of technology flows. 

Method of •·rork: Ad hoc Meeting of Experts will be 
convened in 1977 in conjunction with UNESCO and the 
Conference of European Statisticians to discuss reports 
prepared by governmental rapporteurs and the secretariat. 

10.5.2. Contribution to the preparations for the 
United Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for DevelEP~ent 

Description: The Senior Advisers will initiate activities 
at the regional level in preparation for the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for 
Development. 
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Method of work: The secretariat will send a letter to 
Governments asking that they make !mown to the 
secretariat, within four months, their proposals and comments 
on the topics and the procedur~ to be followed for the 
preparation, within the frame1mrk of the ECE, of the 
regional meeting in 1978. This letter shall invite 
delegates of interested Governments to an informal meeting 
to be held at the beginning of 1977 for a first 
discussion on the basis of the proposals and comments 
received and also the decisions tal<en at the first meeting 
of the Preparatory Committee of the Conference. The 
secretariat will make a synthesis of the proposals and 
comments in time for the informal meeting in early 1977 and 
this synthesis, as well as the conclusions of the 
informal meeting, will be submitted to the sixth session 
of the Senior Advisers on Science and Technology. During 
the pre para tory period, the ECE secretariat ;rill Jceep in 
close contact with the Permanent Missions and the 
secretariat of the Conference. 

10.5. 3. §ponsoring of conferenc~ .!l.JI!lposia and study and 
working gr_9ups such as those that would bring 
.!£>gether younger_Jlcientists anct technologists 
:!'fi t.tL.eminent _special_ists _in their field 

Method of work: The secretariat will examine the question 
of the implementation of that portion of the Final Act of 
the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(CSCE) requesting the Economic Commission for Europe to 
sponsor conferences, symposia and study and worl<ing groups 
such as those that would bring together younger scientists 
and technologists with eminent specialists in their field 
and report the results to the sixth session of the Senior 
A<l.visers on Science and Technology. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

4 

3 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1979 

1979 
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Estimated 
duration 
fu.;y:ears) 

Estimated 
termiaation 

--"'y-"e"'¥'--

11.1.1. Exchange of infomati_olL_and_y)-.£:~G __ on _the prepa1:a tion 
~mple.!!!§nta tio}~of. medium_:: _epA._l_oB£_':.t_e].!D__pJ.ans, 
nrog~ll)_mE and ')r_<?_s_YJectc. 

Description: The Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments 
"t>~ill continue to engage, on an e.nnual ba.IJis, in exchanGeS of 
information and vie1•u on activi ticc concerning the prepal"ation 
and implementation of mcclium- and lon3-term planu, programmes 
and prospects. 

Method of 1~: At each sessioa, country notes containing 
factual information on n011 activitieo and inctitutional 
fea tureu will be prepared by Gove:cnwents and submitted to the 
session as backgrOlmd information. [It io not suggeoted 
that these notes should be discusoed as such but reference 
to their coatent could be made Hhen disctwsiag oubstantive 
problema, as suggested in 11.1.2.] The secretariat 11ill 
prepare, from time to time, a l'eviml of institutional 
arrangements for medittm- and long-tei'ia plan.s and ~T>.'ogrammes 
on the basis of available information. cont. 

11.1.2. 

Description: The Senior Economic Advisers uill continue 
their rumual exchange a of information on the 1reneral 
orientation of econoo1ic plans, ~)rogrammec and J?roopects 
and the future development of national economieo, 11ith a 
vieH to identifying common lon(l'·term treads and policy 
issues. This discusoion ·u :Lll alGa provide guidelines for 
selecting issues for detailed studies in •1ork area 11.2. 

Method of work: At each annual session, a list of issues 
for discussion •oJill be selected b:,· the Senior Economic 
Advisers on the b2sio of cuggcstio11o made in 11otes prepared 
by the Governments and by the cecretariat. cont. 
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Estimated Estimated 

ll.l.;;. 

Deq.£E_ipti~: The ScniOl'"' Economic Advioero uill 
continue theh· 11ork on an Overall Dconomic Pel·specti ve fol" 
the EC;I; Rec;ion up to 1990, uith a vie11 to (i) formulating 
long--term economic pro!Jlemo of common interest anc.l c.ree.s in 
\·Jhich intergovernmental coM~o::_Jeration might be rec;.uired.? and 
(ii) providinG :SCE Gove:cnmento aad Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies of DCE ui th overall Gcono101ic vie11o on rec;ional 
development 11i thin the context of the 11orld Gconomy. A 
nm·J perspective Hill be ~)l'el1arGcl nbout every "lve years, 
\·Jith a oliding long-.term ho:cizon (e.g. 15 yearo). 

Method of uorl~: The preJ_Oe.l·ation of J?eropectivee> \Jill be 
made Hitl1 the help of the secret2.rin.t, and in co-operation 
uith other J?r!_ncipal Subsidiary Boclieo on relevant aopects. 

f/ORK AREA l),,J.: SEillCTCD LONG-TERN ECONOMIC POLICIES AND 
J>RO!JJEl,IS ---

11.2.1. 

Description: The Seniol' Econor.Jic Advisero 1dll continue to 
study long-term problGms of baoic "'roducts and energy, 1·Ji th 
opecial attention to opportunitieo for intergovernmental 
co-operation. In particular, pnl"ono.nt to operative 
:9aragraph C(iii) of Commisoion decision G(;cxxr), they \Jill 
explore long-tel'lll enerw consumption perspecti ve.J el1d 
::.:cenarios in the light of energy conoervation ~Jrogrammec, 
end consider uaJr;3 in lJhich national :"!lans and p:coe~"ammeo for 
economic c;routh can incor:1oro.te tho objective of l011Gl"ing 
energy conoum~Jtion TO. tc;:; and increar::ing' eaorc .. ,y efficiency. 

l'!ethod of 11ork: I11 the immec1inte future, long-term problema 
of baoic-;r:odU:cts o.nd enGrc;y uill continue to be diocuorJed 
as a special section of the Overall Economic Pcropectivo. 
[Since this iusuo has lonrr-term implications coing much 
beyond the nec:t 15 years, no no11 Gnvioac;ed in the Overall 
Economic Perspective, it i:::; onggeatcd that ne1.J methods of 
11or~: should be clecined by thG Se11ior Ecm1omic Advisers for 
uork in 1970 a11d oub:-.;e qUGllt yearD J. 

duro. tion termination 
(in "'earo) year 

cont. 
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Eutimated 
du::cc:r.tioj1 

Eo-Giuated 
terr.1i:n[l. tion 

1 i.t!.J..C.§_r:£) 

11.2.2. 

Deoc!'_~-()tion: In claDe co-ope::cnt2.oa t-Ji th the l'rincilXLl 
Subsidiary Bodieo concerned, the SenioT Economic Ac1vioers 
lTill endeavour to identify i:;1 2.dvance ~Jotei1tial oectoral or 
inter8ectoral iobnlnnces and oy:1ortrmitiec i'or incrcaoed 
trE~.c1e and induotrial C0··0~1ero. ti(Jl1 iii ti1in the reGion to uhich 
theoG might Give ri:Jc. Sl1ecic.l attention ohould be niven 
to areao in ~1~1ich long'-te:t."1i1 invo:rbmento r.re needed st~ch no 
transport infraatnwtnre, or pollution abo.tement £\ctivi ties 
in certain sectoro. [ 3imilo..r '1o:d;: on bo.oic ~~:..~oducts and 
enerGY io envioa3ed U11c.1er 11.2.1.] 

Nethod .9.f..21_C?_r:c: [To be id8ntified in 1;'78 by the 
3enior Economic AdvioerCJ, in the light of commentrJ :c8ceived 
frau other Princi~)al Sub:::idia:.:'Y Bodies on the :_.,roject of 
the Overall JJconomic P8rSCJectiv8.] 

ll. 2. 3. 

R_e_o~ipt.ion: In line '1i th the increaninc· 111.,oceoo of 
interna tionalizn. tion of ~Jrocl,1ction, the Senior DconorJic 
Advioers "ill conoider the role of investment )Olicies, 
including joint ventur8:J, in ohc.1'in3 the future pattern 
of interns tional econo, :ic ~·ela'Giono. 'rlw outcome of thio 
pToject should be the clc.boro.tion of un enl.n.rccd concelJt 
of econo1:1ic co--opel~a tion in tho ECE rc:3'ion, cnooDl1aooinc;· 
trade ao 11ell e.o investment policieo, tranafel' of technoloey 
and the developum1t of trclw:_)ort infrn.otructure. 

Method o:\:_1'.'2.:1]~: [To be defined by the Senio~' IJconomic 
Advioers au n follou up to the 3eninar held in December 1976 
in Budapest (Hunga1··y) on facto::co of erout~1 and invesUnent 
polioieo: An international ap:1roo.ch. In po.::c·ticulnr a 
seminar might be envioD{ied on inr:;ti tution3, forma cmd lons~~ 
term orientationo of international econornic co--o~)eration 
be"t;1een countries ui th different economic and coci11l nystemo, 
an suggested by the o.<l_J!.O.£ meetinG of e::perts in 
September 1976.] 2 

VQ~1' 
-~--

1980 
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Estimated 
duration 
Jl:.'l yeal~) 

11.2.4. Se 1 c c~~e _<L!- 011£l..-_t~_r:!!]. .J2E9 b1_!'_m_s ....IJ.!:!.Cll.:-:E..J..!lJ):='1s tru c ture 
AJ;l..Y~'Jtu~l)~r_e!£.i.O~;,l _jllap:tli_l?-BJ... E1_8:]1T.>0.}1_9~: _gp§ public 
E_:~~J-~clJ::tul~. 

Description: [Selection of probler.Js to be tn<'.de by the 
Senior Econor,Jic .Advioero after their fourteentl1 session, 
follouing their consideration of basic productcJ and 
energy above. J 

lietllC?d of Hark: [Seminars or _2.d hoc meetinGG of e:::perts 
at the discretioa of tho Senior I:conomic Advisers. J 

WORK AREA l.LJ.: 

11.3 .l. 

Descriptionc, As a follou-up to the 1970 and 1974 Seminars 
o-n the-;-;eof models and Gyctems of modeL'J in planninG 8.nd 
decision malcin(l, the Senior ;Jconomic Advisers uill continue 
their e:cchange of vio"~.IS betueen model bnilcl.ero, J.. ... cnearch 
\10rkero and planner:-J, over thJ:'ee or fo1:r yen.r::J, ,.~henever neu 
developraentu in thic fj_eld juotify tl1e organization of ne11 
aeminaro. A related activit~'" i:J the oruElnization of annual 
o:::chancres of "'uibliog:...--e.phico.l infol'"'tllation on c,:uanti tative 
methode o.pplied to economic ~;lruming o.nd decioion me.king·. 

IYiethod o_f_ loJOl"'}~; [A oemine.r to be defined at the fifteenth 
oeosion of the Senior Economic Advi .. ml .. ::: in 1978, poooibly 
on the methodolor;,y of comple;: development programmes.] An 
annual report on quantitative methods cmc'- model building 
applied to economic planning c,nd docinion mal;:inG is prepared 
by the oecretal·iat on the basis of nnnual replieo l"eceived 

3 

from Goven1mento and relevant research centreJ. cont. 

11.).2. 

Descz.~lJtioJ:lZ The soc::t·eta:i:iat 1 • .1ill coi1Gider the inter-
rela tiona betueen long-term social and economic grouth 
policies, 11ith special emphasis on objectives in the fields 
of employment, income distributim1 and conm~mption. 

llethod of 11ork' A selilinar 11ill be orc;ocnized in J.977 on 
1onG·-term_:J_t-rt;ctural chan2;c:J in em:.;loymei1t, income 
die tri ht~ tion nnd coi1GUC1l1timl, u j_ th the co-operation of the 
U11Hed Nations Division for :Jocial Affaire and the ILO. 1 

Ectimated 
termination 

year 

1')(30 

1970 



12. STATISTICS 

WORK AREA 12 ,l: REGIONAL STATISTICAL CO-OPERATION 

12.1.1. Review of statistical work in the ECE region, 
including current ECE statistic_!ll ;rork and 
work of other organizations in tE~ECE !egion 

Description: Revie;r of statistical ;rork under the 
programmes of the Principal &ubsidiary Bodies of ECE, 
other statistical work of the secretariat; revie;1 of 
statistical ;mrk of the inter-governmental organizations 
in the ECE region, vti th a vievt to promoting co-ordination 
of statistical activities. 

Method of work: Preparation of reports by the secretariat 
on the statistical work of ECE for consideration at annual 
plenary sessions; preparation of reports by the 
international organizations active in the ECE region on 
their statistical work, for consideration at annual plenary 
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Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

sessions. cont. 

12.1.2. Promotion of co-ordination of the statistical 
activities in Europe of international 
organizations 

Description: Promotion of co-ordination of work on 
statistical standards, statistical inquiries and other 
statistical activities of inter-governmental organizations 
in the ECE region vtith a view to achieving greater 
uniformity in concepts and definitions and to reducing to 
a minimum the burden on national statistical offices. 

Method of ;mrk: Co-operation with inter-governmental 
organizations active in the ECE region on statistical 
projects of common interest through inter-secretariat 
consultations and the conduct of joint projects. 

12 .1.3. Statistical support for ECE studies and 
projects 

Description: Development and improvement of the 
statistical basis for the work of ECE and its Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies; provision of statistical information 
for ECE studies and projects. 

Method of ;rork: Consideration at annual plenary sessions 
of questions concerning the development and improvement 
of the statistical basis for the work of ECE: see other 
items in the programme of Hork; provision of statistical 
data for ECE studies and projects (by national 
statistical offices), 

cont. 

cont. 
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12.1.4. Regional contribution and support to the work 
of the United Nations Statistical Commission 

Description: Participation in world-l·ride projects 
undertaken by the United Nations Statistical Commission, 
with particular reference to the circumstances and 
requirements in the ECE region. 

r1ethod of 1mrk: Consideration at annual plenary sessions 
of matters relating to its participation in the ;rork of 
the United Nations Statistical Commission: the specific 
projects and objectives and the methods by which they are 
carried out are described in the relevru1t items of the 
programme of work. 

12.1.5. Statistical problems of special interest to the 
member countries of the ECE which are developing 
from the economic point of view 

Description: Support for UNDP regional and interregional 
projects in statistics, statistical information systems, 
use of computers for statistical purposes and training in 
use of computers. 

Method of ;rork: Consideration at annual plenary sessions 
of proposals and support for statistical projects of special 
interest to the member countries of the ECE region l•rhich 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

cont. 

are developing from the economic point of view. cont. 

WORK ARDA 12.2: ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF STATISTICAL 
SERVICES 

12.2.1. Use of computers for statistical purposes and 
design and development of statistical 
information systems 

Description: Study of important problems, exchange of 
national experience and promotion of international 
co-operation in these fields. 

JVIethod of work: Preparatory worlc for the fourteenth 
session of the Worlcing Party on EDP: (i) a further 
round of national reports on selected aspects of the use 
of EDP for statistical purposes and on generalized 
computer programmes; (ii) completion by the group of 
rapporteurs of the report on data base management; 
(iii) preparation by Romania of a report on technical 
aspects of registers of economic and social units; 



(iv) preparation of a report on automated systems of data 
input; preparation of a report on clearing house 
arrangements for generalized programmes; fourteenth 
session of the Working Party on the subjects indicated, 
or on a reduced number of subjects. 

Preparatory .-ork for later sessions of the Working 
Party: (i) preparation of a report on the development 
and creation of automated data banks; (ii) preparation 
of a report on the impact of mass storage devices on 
statistical data processing, 

Co-operation in the ISIS seminars; establishment 
and implementation of the co-operative research 
programme under the Conference's auspices; receipt of 
reports on the progress of the programme, 

12.2.2. Methods of improving operational techniques 
of producing official statistics 

Description: Study of problems of quality, accuracy 
and timeliness and similar methodological questions in 
official statistics and of ><ays of solving them. 

Method of ><ork: Study of selected problems in the field 
of methodology of statistics; meeting on methodological 
problems relating to household surveys in 1977/78 (or 
possibly in 1976/77); continuation of the study; the 
need for further meetings to be considered later. 

12.2 .3. Statistical services in ten years' time 

Description: Holding of a seminar on statistical 
services in ten years' time. 

Method of ><ork: Preparation of the documentation 
(by national rapporteurs and the secretariat) for, 
and seminar on, statistical services in ten years' 
time, to consider: (i) purpose and issues of the 
seminar; (ii) the environment in ><hich national 
statistical services .-ill ><ork in ten years' time; 

~
iii) organization and co-ordination questions; 
iv) a systems viw of the ideal statistical office; 
v) implications of computer hard><are and soft;,are 

for national statistical services; (vi) priorities­
the keys to an integrated statistical system -
unified surveys and censuses; (vii) panel on 
technical developments; and (viii) the statistical 
system of the 1980s - ;,hat can national statistical 
services do? 
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WORK AREA 12.3: DEVELOPMENT AND HARMONIZATION OF ECONOMIC 
STATISTICS 

12.3.1. Development and liru~ing of SNA and MPS national 
accounts and balances syst~~ 

Description: Further development of the systems of 
national accounts and balances; application and revie•; of 
implementation of the systems; preparation of a framework 
derived from the systems to serve as a basis for 
harmonizing and co-ordinating existing international 
programmes, identifying areas not yet covered by 
international recommendations and drawing up statistical 
programmes for these areas; consideration of the problems 
of co-ordinating statistics at the national level. 

Method of work: Continuation of the preliminary review 
of SNA and MPS; preparation of a paper on the 
clarifications, amplifications and modifications needed 
in the SNA (by the United Nations Statistical Office); 
meeting of the Working Party to review the SNA and MPS 
(1977/78); further work to be considered in the light of 
the results of the first stage of the review, 

Completion of the paper on the co-ordination of 
economic statistics with the national accounts and 
balances; circulation of the paper for comments; 
consideration of the paper by an informal meeting of 
national rapporteurs; preparation of a revised version 
of the paper for consideration at the twenty-fifth 
plenary session, 

12.3.2. Promotion of publication and dissemination 
of internationally comparable statistics on 
production, national income and productivity 

Description: Promotion of bilateral and multilateral 
comparisons of corresponding national accounting 
aggregates, productivity, etc. 

12.3.2.1. Comparison of relative income differences 
within the population 

Description: Multilateral comparison of the distribution 
of income and relative income differences in the 
countries participating in the project. 

Method of work: Completion of the analysis of the 
results of the national surveys (by Hungary, in 
consultation with the secretariat); informal meeting of 
the participating countries to agree on the report of the 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

1 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1980 

1977 



comparison and to consider the nature of the data to be 
published (beginning of 1977); submission of the report 
to the twenty-fifth plenary session, 

12.3,2.2. Other international comparisons 

Descri tion: Comparison of consumption and capital 
formation Austria/Poland) and other comparisons of 
corresponding aggregates, 

Method of work: Collection of national views on the 
subjects, participants and organization of a more 
systematic programme of international comparisons; 
preparation of proposals for such a programme, 
including proposals regarding the contribution which 
the Conference could make to the further stages of 
the ICP, for consideration at the tHenty-fifth session 
(by the secretariat). 

Completion of the Austria/Poland comparison on 
consumption and capital formation; conduct of other 
comparisons of similar types. 

12.3.3. Development and harmonization of statistical 
nomenclatures relating to economic activities 
and goods and services 

Description: Participation in the work of the Statistical 
Commission on the preparation of international 
classifications relating to statistical activities and 
goods and services; harmonization of United Nations and 
CMEA classifications in these fields, 

12.3.3.1. International Standard Classification of All 
Goods and Services (ICGS) 

Description: Participation in the work of the Statistical 
Commission on the preparation of an international 
classification of all goods and services linked to the 
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC), 

Method of work: Submission of the relevant parts of the 
ICGS to the Meeting on Health Statistics. 

12.3,3.2. Conversion key between United Nations and CMEA 
standard classifications of economic activities 

Description: Study of the correspondence and development 
of a conversion key between the ISIC and the CMEA 
classifications of economic activities, 
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1 

5 
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Method of work: A study of the points of correspondence 
and differences between the ISIC and the CMEA classifications 
of economic activities; development of con·vers ion keys 
between the corresponding classifications; testing of the 
conversion keys in terms of actual figures (by the 
secretariat in consultation with the Secretariat of CMEA, 
with the assistance of national rapporteurs and informal 
meetings as required). 

12.3.3.3. Conversion key between United Nations and CMEA 
standard classifications of goods and services 

Description: Study of the correspondence and development 
of a conversion key between the United Nations and CMEA 
classifications of goods and services. 

Method of work: Study of the points of correspondence 
and differences between United Nations and CMEA 
classifications of goods and services; development of 
conversion keys between the coiresponding classifications; 
testing of the conversion keys in terms of actual figures 
(by the secretariat in consultation with the Secretariat 
of CMEA, with the assistance of national rapporteurs and 
informal meetings as required). 

12.3.4. Foreign trade statistics 

Description: Study of selected subjects in the 
compilation of foreign trade statistics and their 
international comparability, 

12.3,4,1, Conversion key SITC/SFTC 

Description: Preparation of a detailed correspondence 
table between the SITC and the SFTC; development, on 
the basis of the correspondence table, of an operational 
key for the conversion of data classified according to 
the SFTC into SITC categories (and vice versa). 

Method of work: Circulation of the revised draft 
correspondence table and draft key for comments; test 
of the draft key in terms of actual statistics; 
adaptation of the key to the SITC, Rev, 2, if 
necessary, a second consultation to finalize the key; 
and development of a correspondence key for the 
conversion of SITC data into SFTC categories. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

6 1982 

6 1982 

4 1980 



12.3.4.2. Price and quantity statistics 

Description: Development and improvement of statistical 
measures of prices and qQantities in foreign trade, 

Method of work: Analysis of further reports on national 
practices vi th regard to the measurement of prices and 
quantities in foreign trade (by the secretariat); 
further meeting, if reqQired, 

12.3.4.3. Country of origin and destination 

Description: Study of the problems involved in the 
identification of country of origin and destination, 

Method of work: Analysis of national practices on 
the basis of material available in the United Nations 
Statistical Office supplemented, if necessary, by 
information to be provided by countries (by the 
United Nations Statistical Office) i further work to be 
considered at the twenty-fifth plenary session, in the 
light of plans for work at the uorld level. 

12.3.5. 3Tice and quantity statistics 

Descriptio~: Study of problems in particular areas of 
price and quantity statistics in relation to the system 
of price and quantity statistics, 

12.3,5.1. Statistics of producer (wholesale) prices 

Description: Study of the methodological problems 
involved in the compilation of statistics of 
producer (wholesale) prices. 

Method of work: Meeting on statistics of producer 
(wholesale) prices; pending the results of the 
meeting, no further >mrk on this subject is 
proposed. 

12,3,5.2. Statistics of consumer prices 

Description: Study of the methodological problems 
involved in the compilation of statistics of 
consumer prices (jointly with ILO), 

Method of 11ork: Preparatory work for, and a meeting on, 
methodological problems in the compilation of statistics 
of consumer prices, the calculation of consumer price 
indices net of indirect taxes and subsidies, and problems 
of choosing appropriate deflators for calculating real 
income. 
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12.3.5.3. Price and quantity measures in services 

Description: Study of the methodological problems involved 
in the measurement of prices and quantities in services. 

Method of ,,rork: Preparation of a paper or papers on this 
subject (or on the problems of measurement of prices and 
quantities in selected areas of services) for consideration 
at the tventy-fifth plenary session; further study of the 
methodological problems involved in the measurement of 
prices and quantities in services. 

12.3.6. Public sector statistics including State 
budget 

Description: Preparation of a programme of public sector 
statistics related to the systems of national accounts 
and balances and the System of Social and Demographic 
Statistics, and covering the Hide range of data needed 
for the analysis of the activities and policies of 
the government. 

}lethod of vork: Meeting on public sector statistics to 
consider the United Nations and ll1F manuals, the proposals 
for the reconciliation of the hm manuals, the draft 
extended classification of purposes of government, and a 
general guidance paper on the main issues arising in the 
field of public sector statistics. The meeting should 
also consider the need for a single set of recommendations 
in this field as a long-run objective. Further work is 
to be considered in the light of the results of this 
meeting. 

12.3.7. Other selected subjects in economic statistics 

Description: Preparation and revision of international 
recommendations in specific areas of economic statistics 
in relation to the systems of national accounts and 
balances. 

12.3.7.1. Agricultural statistics 

Description: 
agricultural 
Committee on 

Improvement and development 
statistics (jointly with FAO 
Agricultural Problems). 

of food and 
and the ECE 

Method of 1;ork' Preparation of a European Handbook of 
Economic Accounts for Agriculture covering both SNA and 
HPS types of accounts and linlcs between them, presenting 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

3 1979 

2 1978 



the set-up of the uhole system, but uith detailed 
presentation only of the commodity, production and capital 
formation accounts and corresponding balances (by the 
joint secretariats); further work on income and outla;y 
accounts and capital formation accounts (by the joint 
secretariats); preparatory >rork for, and a meeting on, 
food consumption surveys. 

Preparatory work for, and a meeting on, production 
and utilization statistics (possible subjects: potatoes; 
sugar beet; sugar; tobacco; oil seeds; fibre crops; 
review of earlier recommendations on meat and milk 
balances). 

Study of problems involved in statistics of 
employment; and methodological questions relating to 
farm book-keeping data and the possibility of their 
harmonization with other agricultural statistics (the 
need for, and timing of, meetings on these subjects to 
be considered later). 

Preparation, as soon as resources permit, of a 
trilingual glossary of terms used in agricultural 
statistics, 

12.3,7.2. General energy statistics 

Description: Elaboration of a system of energy 
statistics serving as a frameuork for the development 
and harmonization of statistics on energy needed for 
national and international purposes. 

Method of work: A meeting on general energy statistics 
with the following terms of reference: (i) establishment 
of a general system of energy statistics on the basis of 
the existing Annual Bulletin of General Energy Statistics, 
covering extraction, conversion, transport and use of 
energy; (ii) evaluation of the data against these 
requirements, (iii) preparation of recommendations for 
the development and improvement of data needed at the 
national and regional levels, including the development 
and harmonization of the statistical publications of ECE 
in the field of energy. Further work to be considered in 
the light of the results of the meeting, 

12.3.7.3. Statistics of chemicals 

Description: Co-operation with the Chemical Industry 
Committee of ECE in its uork on the improvement and 
standardization of statistics relating to the chemical 
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industry, its raw materials and its markets, and the 
collection and publication of the statistics needed for 
the Committee's studies and other activities. 

liethod of work: Preparatory work for, anc1 a meeting on, 
statistics of chemicals (November 1976) with the fol101·1ing 
terms of reference: ( i) review of the progress r,rade and 
problems encountered in the collection and publication of 
data on exports and imports of chemical products; 
(ii) study of the problems involved in obtaining comparable 
data on production and trade. 

12.3.7.4. Statistics of science and technology 

Description: Development and improvement of statistics 
of science and technology; co-ordination of statistics of 
science and technology with the systems of national 
accounts and balances (jointly with UNESCO and the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and TechnoloSY). 

Method of vork: Follo>~-up work on subjects discussed at 
the Seminar: (i) co-ordination of science statistics with 
the systems of national accounts and balances (by the ECE 
secretariat in co-operation with UNESCO, with the assistance 
of national rapporteurs, by correspondence and informal 
meetings as required); (ii) study of the work on science 
statistics carried out ;1i thin the framework of the CMEA 
(by the UNESCO secretariat in co-operation 11i th the 
Secretariat of CJ.IEA); small meeting of experts, if 
required; (iii) statistics on the transfer of technology 
(by the ECE secretariat, possibly with the assistance of 
national rapporteurs); ad hoc meeting on the adequacy of 
present indicators of international flows of technology 
(1977). 

Preparatory work for the fourth joint meeting on 
statistics of science and technology on the follouing 
subjects: (i) measurement of the economic effects 
resulting from the implementation of the results of Rand 
D; (ii) statistics on scientific and technological 
activities related to R and D; and (iii) measurement of 
the financial resources for Rand D in the productive 
sector (by the secretariats of UNESCO and ECE, with the 
assistance of national rapporteurs; and possibly 
workshops to be convened by UNESCO); meeting on the 
subjects listed above (1978 or 1979). 

12.3.7.5. Statistics of tourism 

Description: Preparation of international guidelines 
for statistics of tourism. 

Estimated 
duration 

(in years) 

1 

2-3 

3 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1976 

1979 

1979 



Method of work: Preparation of an inventory of national 
practices relating to the types of data collected, methods 
used, problems encoU11tered and resources involved, covering 
both statistics of international tourism and statistics of 
domestic tourism, possibly as part of the material collected 
for the technical manual on statistics of tourism, if the 
Statistical Commission decides that such a manual should be 
prepared (by the United Nations Statistical Office); 
consideration of the need for a further meeting on 
statistics of international and domestic tourism at a later 
stage when sufficient progress has been made in the 
analysis of the information on national practices and the 
preparation of the manual, 

12.3.7.6. Enterprise statistics 

Description: Development of statistics for enterprise­
type statistical units. 

Method of work: Completion and circulation of paper on 
country practices (by the United Nations Statistical 
Office); the secretariat to arrange for the preparation 
of a follovr-up report to document CES/346; informal 
meeting of national rapporteurs to consider the results 
of the comparative analysis and the follow-up paFer, and 
to make recommendations concerning the scope and 
arrangements for further work. 

12.3.7.7. Statistics of fixed capital formation an~ 
stocks and related a~pects of statistics of 
profits 

Description: Study of problems involYed in the 
collection of statistics on fixed capital formation, 
stocks and related aspects of profits. 

Method of work: Preparatory work for, and a meeting 
on, statistics on capital formation and related aspects 
of profits with the following terms of reference: 
(i) review of concepts and methods of collecting and 
compiling data on gross and net fixed capital formation 
and depreciation; (ii) revie;r of methods of evaluating 
changes in stocks; (iii) concepts and methods used for 
estimating profits and their relationship •·ri th concepts 
and methods used in estimates of capital formation from 
related sources; and, in so far aP. time permits, 
(i v) estimates of fixed capital fcrmation and stoclcs at 
constant prices, 
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WORK AREA 12.4: OF SOCIAL 

12.4.1. System of Social and Demographic Statistics 

12.4.1.1. Relationships within the System and with other 
systems 

12.4.1.2. Common concepts, definitions and classifications 

12.4.1.3. Social indicators 

Description: Participation in the work of the United 
Nations Statistical Commission on the elaboration of a 
framework for the integration of social and demographic 
statistics; elaboration of the common concepts, definitions 
and classifications of the frame~rork, and links among the 
different fields of social and demographic statistics and 
with the systems of national accounts and balances; 
participation in the work of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission on social indicators; and work on related 
subjects. 

Nethod of work: Continuation of the work of the groups 
of rapporteurs on linlcs among the different fields of the 
framework; linlcs bet1·reen the framework and the systems of 
national accounts and balances; and on the active sequence; 
preparation of a paper providing a general orientation on 
the work on the SSDS for submission to specialized meetings 
in the field of social and demographic statistics (by UNSO 
and the secretariat); continuation of the work on concepts, 
definitions and classifications (elaboration of key 
classifications, review of the classification of purposes 
of government); preparation of papers by national 
rapporteurs, international organizations or the secretariat 
on: (i) treatment of time in the SSDS (Poland, UNSO); 
(ii) compilation of statistics for client groups (if 
arrangements for the preparation of a national paper can be 
made); (iii) statistics for the study of social 
stratification ru1d mobility (Hungary, in collaboration with 
Italy, Poland and Portugal); (iv) integration and 
organization of social and demographic data for multi-purpose 
storage and retrieval (UNSO); role of multi-subject surveys 
in the application of concepts of integrated data sets 
(United States); (v) an account of the ;ror!c of the common 
development efforts relating to social indicators being 
undert~cen by the OECD (OECD Secretariat); meeting of the 
Working Party to consider the reports of the groups of 
rap;,>orteurs, the papers by national rapporteurs and the 
results of the uork mentioned above (in 1978). 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 

(in years) year 

2 1978 



Further work on this project to be considered later 
in the light of the progress made and experience gained, 

12.4.2. Development ru~ harmonizatio~of statistical 
nomenclatures in the field of social and 
demographic statistics ----------

Descri..E_~: Participation in revie1vs of classifications 
in the field of social and demographic statistics; 
preparation of ne11 classifications in fields in which they 
do not existi study of the similarities ru1d differences 
between the United Nations and CMEA classifications in the 
field of social and demographic statistics, and the 
preparation of conversion keys ~Vhere required, 

Method of uork: A comparative study of United Nations 
and CMEA classificatio~s in the field of social and 
demographic statistics; preparation of conversion keys in 
areas >rhere they are needed (by the secretariat, in 
co-operation ~Vi th the secretariat of Cl1EA and ui th the 
assistance of national rapporteurs). 

12.4.3. Selected problems in social statistics 

pescription: Preparation and revision of international 
recommendations in specific areas of social statistics; 
development of the relevant sub-systems of the System of 
Social and Demographic Statistics, 

~iption: Elaboration of the objectives and contents 
of the sub-system for earning activities of the ~ystem of 
Social and Demographic Statistics ru1d linlcs betueen it and 
other sub-systems and ;ri th the systems of national accounts 
and balances; elaboration of existing standards and 
development of neiV standards for the statistics needed for 
meeting these requirements (jointly lvi th ILO). 

Method of 1·ror:c: Pre para tory 1m ric for, and a meeting Em, 
iiifiilPawer statistics to revie>r the sub-system for earning 
activities of the S3DS and to reviev manpower statistics 
from various sources, 

12.4,3.2. Health statistics 

Descriptio~: Elaboration of the objectives and contents 
of the health sub-system of the System of Social and 
Demographic Statistics and the links between it and other 
sub-systems and 1fi th the systems of national accounts 
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and balances; elaboration of existing standards and 
development of new standards for the statistics needed for 
meeting these requirements (jointly ><i th VIHO). 

Method of work: Completion of the preparatory work for, 
and a meeting on, health statistics to discuss: (i) the 
health sub-system of the SSDS and its liru<s with other 
systems; (ii) development of economic accounts for 
health ~<ithin the systems of national accounts and 
balances; (iii) a health classification suitable for 
use as a common classification in the SSDS; (iv) social 
indicators in the field of health; (v) classification of 
health ser-.·ices in the International Standard 
Classification of All Goods and Services (ICGS); and 
(vi) methods of collecting more comprehensive and reliable 
data on morbidity; further work to be considered in the 
light of the results of the meeting and the progress 
made in the >·rork on the SSDS in general. 

12.4.3.3. Statistics of education 

Description; Elaboration of the objectives and contents 
ci":fti1e"'"ed.Uca tional sub-So'Stems of the System of Social 
and Demographic Statistics and the lilli<s between it and 
other sub-systems and with the systems of national 
accounts and balances; elaboration of existing standards 
and development of new standards for the statistics 
needed for meeting these requirements (jointly with 
UNESCO). 

Me·chod of work: Further study and international 
consultations on the general aspects and specific 
problems in the application of ISCED and the relation 
of statistics based on ISCED and the SSDS as a whole; 
continuation of the study on availability of social 
indicators in the field of education, extension of the 
study to all countries in the ECE region and analysis 
of national and international data available in terms 
of the concepts underlying the indicators and the 
purposes ;rhich the indicators a+e designed to serve (by 
UNESCO) i further ;rork on economic accounts for 
education, ;rhen further progress has been made in the 
>mrlc on social service accounts as a whole; further 
meeting on statistics of education to revie;r the 
results of the ;rork on these subjects. 

12.4.3.4. Cultural statistics 

Description: Development and improvement of cultural 
statistics• elaboration of the objectives and contents 
of the lei~ure sub-system of the System of Social and 

Estimated 
duration 

.(_in years) 

4 

3 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1980 

1979 



Demographic Statistics and the links between it and other 
sub-systems and vith the systems of national accounts and 
balances; elaboration of existing standards and the 
development of new standards for the statistics needed 
for meeting these requirements (jointly with UNESCO). 

Method of work: Completion of an outline for a system of 
cultural statistics (by UNESCO) and circulation for 
comments (1976/77); second meeting on cultural statistics 
(1978); development of the contents of the system; third 
meeting on the system as a whole, if required. 

12.4.3.5. Housing statistics 

Description: Improvement and further development of 
housing statistics, with particular reference to the 
relationship between current housing statistics and housing 
censuses; review of implementation of the European 
recommendations for the 1970 housing censuses and preparation 
of recommendations for the 1980 censuses; elaboration of the 
contents of the housing sub-system of the SSDS and links 
between it and other sub-systems and with the systems of 
national accounts and balances; elaboration of existing 
standards and development of new standards for the 
statistics needed for meeting these requirements (jointly 
><ith the ECE Committee on Housing, Building and Planning). 

Method of work: Meeting on housing statistics to discuss 
i contents of the 1970 survey of the housing situation; 
ii) the relationship between current housing statistics 

and housin~ censuses; (iii) the housing sub-system of the 
SSDS; and (iv) methodology for international comparisons 
in the construction field. 

Completion of the analysis of practices followed 
in the 1970 housing censuses and preparation of draft 
recommendations for the 1980 censuses (by the 
secretariat); meeting to discuss the recommendations for 
the 1980 censuses (1976/77). 

12.4.3.6. Statistics of crime and justice 

Description: Study of requirements for statistics of 
crime and justice in relation to the relevant sub-system 
of the SSDS. 

Method of work: Preparation of a study on the requirements 
with regard to statistics of crime and justice; a meeting 
on this subject, when resources permit. 
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12.4.4. Selected problems in demographic statistics 

Description: Preparation and review of international 
recommendations in specific areas of demographic 
statistics; development of the demographic sub-system of 
the System of Social and Demographic Statistics, 

12.4.4.1. Migration statistics 

Description: Participation in the work of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission on the preparation 
of revised international recommendations for statistics 
of international migration and development of guidelines 
for statistics of internal migration; improvement of 
migration statistics in general. 

Method of >wrk: Collection of more up-to-date and 
additional data on international migration for the 
further analysis of differences between data reported by 
countries of immigration and countries of emigration; 
meeting on migration statistics in 1977/78 1d th the 
following terms of reference: (i) to review the 
application of the revised recommendations for statistics 
of international migration; (ii) to consider the UNSO 
paper on statistics of internal migration; and (iii) to 
consider the results of the further analysis of 
differences between data reported by countries of 
immigration and countries of emigration and possible 
action to be t~cen with regard to a regular exchange 
of data. 

12.4.4.2. Fertility surveys 

Description: Co-operation in the work of the ISI and 
the IUSSP on the preparation of the World Fertility 
Survey (vJFS), with particular reference to the scope 
and contents of the surveys to be carried out by ECE 
and other low fertility countries. 

Method of work: Consideration of, at annual plenary 
sessions, progress reports on the World Fertility 
Survey. 

12.4.4.3. Demographic oub-system of the SSDS 

Description: Elaboration of the objectives and contents 
of the demographic sub-system of the System of Social 
and Demographic Statistics and the lirucs between it and 
other sub-systems and with the systems of national 
accounts and balances; elaboration of existing standards 
and development of new standards for the statistics 
needed for meeting these requirements, 

Estimated Estimated 
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Method of work: Preparatory work for, and a meeting on, 
the demographic sub-system of the SSDS. 

12.4.4.4. Population censuses 

Description: Review of implementation of the European 
recommendations for the 1970 population censuses; 
preparation of recommendations for the 1980 censuses. 

Method of work: Completion of ·the analysis of practices 
followed in the 1970 population censuses and preparation 
of draft recommendations for the 1980 censuses (by the 
secretariat): meeting to discuss the recommendations for 
the 1980 censuses (1976/77). 

12.4.4.5. Demographic projections 

Description: Preparation of recommendations for improving 
the projections of households and families compiled by 
ECE countries and promoting their comparability. 

Method of work: Preparatory work for (by the 
secretariat), and a meeting on, projections of 
households and families. 

WORK AREA 12,5: DEVELOPMENT AND HARMONIZATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND RELATED STATISTICS 

12.5.1. System of environmental statistics 

Description: Study of the statistical requirements for 
environmental studies and policies; participation in the 
work of the United Nations Statistical Commission on the 
development of a system of environmental statistics; 
elaboration of the concepts, definitions and 
classifications to be used for the study of particular 
environmental phenomena and for the purposes of the 
system as a whole (jointly with the Senior Advisers to 
ECE Governments on Environmental Problems). 

Method of 1-1ork: Collection of information on 
national practices, experience, plans and priorities 
in data requirements in the field of environmental 
statistics; general meeting on environmental 
statistics to review the work on particular aspects 
(specific terms of reference to be considered later). 
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Further work to be considered later in the light of the 
results of future work in particular areas of environmental 
statistics and the programme of work on environmental 
statistics at the world level. 

12.5.2. Selected problems in environmental statistics 

Description: Study of methodological questions and problems 
of data collection in particular areas of environmental 
statistics, 

12.5.2.1. Materials/energy balances 

Descriution: Development of the materials/energy balances 
sub-system of a system of environmental statistics, 

Nethod of work: Consideration of the revised paper on 
materials/energy balances at a more general meeting on 
environmental statistics. 

12.5.2.2. Statistics on the quality of environment 

Description: Examination of the statistical requirements 
for studies on the quality of the environment. 

Nethod of work: Informal meeting on statistics for the 
study of the quality of the environment; preparation 
(by the secretariat) of a revised version of the paper 
in the light of the results of the meeting for 
consideration at a more general meeting on environmental 
statistics. 

12.5.2.3. Other subjects 

Description: Study of other aspects of environmental 
statistics, 

Nethod of work: To be considered later. 

12.5.3. Regional statistics 

Description: Formulation of guidelines concerning the 
various types of regional statistics needed for 
promoting balanced economic and social development of 
different regions of a country and accelerating the 
growth of less favoured regions, 

Nethod of work: Promotion of closer co-operation among 
international organizations in their work on regional 
statistics by means of inter-secretariat consultations 
supplemented, if necessary, by consultations with 
individual countries; meeting to review the results of 
the inter-secretariat consultations and to consider 
other selected items in the long-term programme of 
,.mrk. 
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13. - STEEL 

WORK AREA 13 .1 : MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVES 

13.1.1. Long-term perspectives for the iron and steel 
industry 

Description: At its annual sessions the Committee will 
continue to consider long-term prospects for the steel 
industry, the demand for steel products and. the raw 
material and. energy base for the steel industry, with a 
view to selecting specific issues for detailed studies. 

Method. of work: The Committee will consid.er these 
problems on the basis of stud.ies and background. papers, 
prepared period.ically by the secretariat and/or by 
governmental rapporteurs, on specific aspects of 
long-term problems as d.efined by the Committee. A 
Meeting of Experts on Forecasting Methods to consider 
the possibility of d.evising a methodology for 
projection work on the steel industry will be convened 
[the d.ate of the meeting to be d.ecid.ed by the Committee]. 

13 .1. 2. Interrelation between the iron and steel 
industry and. the stee 1-consuming sectors 

Description: The Committee will consid.er the effect of 
structural changes which have occurred d.uring recent 
years in the steel industry and some main steel 
consuming sectors, on their present and. future 
interrelation. 

Method of work: A symposium on this subject will be 
held. in Geneva in 1977. The Preparatory Meeting for 
this Symposium was held in June 1976; the second 
Preparatory Meeting is scheduled for March 1977. 

13 .1. 3. Co-operation with Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments on the Overall Economic 
Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990 

Description: The Steel Committee will consider and. 
comment upon the Overall ~conomic Perspective as 
elaborated. by the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments and will make available to the Senior 
Economic Advisers the results of its relevant work. 
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Method of vlOrk: The secretariat will prepare and submit 
to the Committee the documentation which will be need.ed 
for this purpose and will assist the Committee in 
carrying out its work on this project. 

V/ORK AREA 12. 2 : CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS, 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

13.2.1. Short-term trends and problems in the steel 
industry and the steel market 

Description: The Committee will, at its annual session, 
discuss short-term trends and problems in the steel 
industry and the steel markets. It will examine, in 
particular, major trends in production, consumption and 
trade in steel and steel making raw materials, trends in 
investment and prices as well as any other key questions 
which arise during the course of the year. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare, in the 
first half of each year, a provisional version of an 
annual review as a basis for discussion in June by the 
Steel Committee's Working Party on the Steel Market. 
After consideration by the Working Party the review 
will be published by the secrete.riat, 

WORK AREA 12.2: SEillCTED ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS 

13.3.1. Structural changes in the iron and steel 
industry, including plant location problems 

Description: The Committee will consider economic, 
financial and. technological problems which have an 
impe.ct on changes in the structure of the iron and. 
steel industry. Changes in size of plant, enterprises 
and groupings and the geographical-locational problems 
will also be examined. 

Method of work: Under the guidance of the Group of 
Experts on Structural Changes in the Iron and Steel 
Industry, the secretariat is preparing the study 
taking, as its background, the information received 
from the ECE member countries and on the basis of a 
questionnaire. 

Estimated 
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13.3.2. Increasing use of continuous processes in the 
iron and stee 1 industry 

Description: The Committee will undertake a study on 
technical and economic aspects of the present situation 
of, and the prospects for, the d.evelopment of continuous 
steel making, continuous casting end. continuous rolling 
processes, 

Method. of work: The study will be prepared by the 
secretariat and government rapporteurs appointed by the 
interested countries for discussion at the next ad hoc 
Meeting of Experts, to be held in March 1977. The 
necessary material for the study will be submitted by 
the countries. 

13.3.3. The use of light-weight sections in 
construction 

Description: The Committee will examine problems 
relating to economic and. technical aspects of the 
application of light-weight sections in construction, 

Method. of work: [To be established by the Committee.] 

13.3.4. Economic and technical aspects of the 
application of computer techniques in iron 
and steel making processes 

Description: The Committee will consider the present 
and prospective developments in the application of 
computer techniques in d.ifferent iron and steel making 
processes. 

Method of work: A seminar d.ealing with this subject 
will be held in Czechoslovakia in 1978. A Preparatory 
Meeting for this Seminar will be held in 1977. 

13.3.5. Raw materials for steel making 

13.3.5.1. Techno-economic problems in the use of 
scrap in the iron and steel industry 

Description: The Committee will examine sources, 
preparation and classification of scrap, economic and 
technical factors affecting materials balances in the 
iron and steel industry, and also the scrap market and. 
its future prospects. 
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Method of work: Under the guidance of a group of 
experts, the study will be prepared by the secretariat, 
assisted by government rapporteurs. 

13.3.5.2. Utilization of low-grad.e iron ores 

Description: Problems of efficiency of utilization of 
ores and technological use, resources of iron ores 
includ.ing low magnetic ores, will be considered. by the 
Committee. 

Method of work: [The implementation of this project 
to be d.ecided. by the Steel Committee. J 

13.3.5.3. Production and supply of metallurgical coke 

Description: [To be defined by the Steel Committee. J 

Method of work: [To be defined. by the Steel Committee. J 

13.3.6. Economic problems related to the creation of 
steel plants using direct reduction 

Description; The Committee will consider in which ;1ay 
this topic will be analysed, taking into account the 
results of the Bucharest Seminar, 1976. 

Method of work: [The Steel Committee will d.ecid.e on the 
implementation of this project. ·1 

13. 3. 7. Steel use in public works, infrastructure and. 
construction 

Description: [To be d.efined. by the Steel Committee.] 

Method of work: The seminar on this subject will be 
held in Luxembourg in 1979. The Preparatory Meeting 
for the Seminar ~;ill be convened. in 1978. 

\WRK AREA 13,4; ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE-SAVING 
PROBLEMS 

13.4.1. Low-waste and non-waste technology in the iron 
and steel industry 

Description: The Committee will consider ways in which 
it could contribute to the exemination of the problem 
of low-waste and non-waste technology in the iron and 
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steel industry, th~t is being undertaken by the Senior 
.Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. 
The purpose of the study will be to investigate the 
possibilities and limitations of industrial operation 
consid.ering all relevant ~<aste problems. 

Method. of work: The secretariat ~<ill keep the 
Committee informed of the relevant activity of the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems and will prepare the necessary documentation 
which the Committee ~<ill require for its consideration 
of these problems. 

13.4.2. Protection against air and water pollution 
arising in the iron and steel industry 

Description: As a follow-up to its study on "Problems 
of Air and. Water Pollution Arising in the Iron and 
Steel Industry", the Steel Committee ~<ill examine 
problems related. to new and additional sources of 
pollution resulting from the employment of new 
processes, higher point concentration of pollutants and 
the progressing industrial expansion. Particular 
attention ~<ill be directed to abatement method.s and. 
cleaning facilities. 

Method of work: The secretariat ~<ill keep the 
Committee informed of the relevant activity of the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems and. will prepare the necess8.ry documentation 
which the Committee will require for its consideration 
of these problems. 

WORK AREA 12. 5: INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATION 

13.5.1. Product specializntion, including 
standardization in the iron and. steel industry 

Description; [To be defined by the Steel Committee. J 

Method of work: [To be defined by the Steel Committee.] 

E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 173 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

2 

2 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1978 

1981 

1981 



E/5944/Add.l 
EjECE/928/Add.l 
page 174 

WORK AREA 13.6: STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 

13.6.1. Bulletins of steel statistics 

Description; The Committee will guid.e the secretariat 
in its preparations and in the issue of statistical 
bulletins providing detailed yearly, quarterly and 
monthly steel statistics on a comparable basis. 

Method. of work: The Steel Committee's Working Party on 
Steel Statistics will examine, in co-operation with the 
Conference of European Statisticians, statistical and 
methodological questions relating to the development of 
the steel industry, assist the secretariat in 
establishing the methodology for current statistics, 
such as the method of calculation of appe.rent steel 
consumption, and promote the collection of steel 
statistics, paying particular attention to the 
improvement of statistics on stocks and actual 
consumption of steel. Bulletins will be issued 
annually and quarterly. 

13.6.2. Bulletin on Statistics of World Trade in Steel 

Description: The Committee will direct the secretariat 
in its preparations and in the issue of annual 
statistics of world trade in steel. 

Method of work; The Steel Committee 1 s 1dorking Party on 
Steel Statistics, acting in co-operation with the 
Conference of European Statisticians, will consider any 
questions arising in this connexion. 

13.6.3. Development of steel statistics 

Description: New requirements for statistics will be 
considered by the Steel Committee at its annual sessions 
in connexion with its current work. 

Method of work: This is considered by the Working Party 
on Steel Statistics in co-operation with the Conference 
of European Statisticians. 
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14. - TIMBER 

WORK AREA 14.1: MEDIUM AND LONG-TERM TRENDS AND 
PERSPECTIVES 

14.1.1. Review of pro,jections made in study 'Timber 
Trends and Prospects in Europe, 1950-2000 1 in 
relation to actual d.evelopments 

Description: The Committee will keep under review 
long-term trend.s in production, trad.e, consumption and 
prices of forest products, comparing them with 
projections made in the long-term study, both to check 
the accuracy of the analyses presented in the study and 
in order to provide early we.rning of changes in trends, 
thus enabling Governments to review their long-term 
forest policies in the light of recent developments. 

Method of work: The Committee will compare, on a 
continuing basis, real trends with the projections of 
the long-term study, as an integral part of its analyses 
of specific aspects of the forest products sector 
(notably under projects 14.1.2, 14.1.3, 14.1.4, 14.2.1). 
In addition the secretariat will prepare an overall 
study which will compare real trends up to 1980 with 
projections. 

14.1.2. Trend.s in the utilization of forest products in 
specific end-use sectors 

Description: The Committee will review periodically the 
utilization of forest products in specific end-use sectors 
(e.g. construction, furniture, packaging, railway sleepers, 
mining timber) as part of the continuing analysis of 
trends in forest products markets intend.ed to provide 
Governments with d.ata necessary for the elaboration of 
their forest products policy in the light of prevailing 
demand. conditions, 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare studies 
based on questionnaire returns. The Committee will 
determine the timing of studies and the choice of subjects 
on the basis of the results of project 14.5.2.7. 

14.1. 3, Medium-term trends in the structure and cape,city 
of wood-processing industries 

14.1.3.1. The wood-based panels industries 
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Description: The Committee will review the structure 
and capacity of the wood.-based panels industries in 
order to enable Governments to form their own 
industrial policies for the wood.-based panels sector 
in the light of information on international conditions. 

Method of work: The secretarid will prepare a study, 
based on questionnaire returns, in conjunction with the 
regulax medium-term surveys of the markets for 
wood-based panels (project 14.1.4.) scheduled for 1977, 
1980 and at three-year interva.ls. 

14.1.3.2. The sawmilling industry 

Description: The Committee will review the structure 
and capacity of the sawmilling industry in order to 
ene.ble Governments to form their policies for the 
sawmilling industry in the light of information on 
international conditions. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare a study, 
based on questionnaire returns, in conjunction with 
the medium-term survey of markets for sawnwood and 
sawlogs scheduled for 1978. The Committee will 
determine >~hether such studies should in future be 
undertaken on a regular basis. 

14.1.4. Medium-term trends in the markets for specific 
forest products 

Description: The Committee will review medium-term 
(3-5 years) trends in the production, consumption, 
trade and. prices of major forest products so that 
Governments may be continuously informed. of structural 
trends in forest products markets of the ECE region. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare one 
study annually, on a three-year rotation of subjects, 
as follows: Wood-based panels: 1977, 1980, etc., 
Sawnwood and saw logs: 1978, 1981, etc., Pulpwood 
(includ.ing residues and chips), pi tprops and 
miscellaneous round.wood: 1979, 1982, etc. The 1980 
study will pay special attention to the production 
and utilization of improved wood-based panels, with 
special reference to their surface covering. 

Estimated Estimated 
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14.1.5. Relative long-term price trends of forest 
products and alternative materials 

Description: The Committee will review long-term price 
developments in d.ifferent countries, both of specific 
forest products and. of alternative materials, in order 
to keep under review the competitive position of forest 
products, to provid.e Governments with guidance for the 
formation of their policies for investment in forestry 
and. the forest industries and to examine the validity 
of the assumptions on prices of the study of timber 
trends and prospects in Europe, 1950-2000. 

Method of work: A study will be prepared. on the basis 
of data collected. in connexion with pilot studies in 
selected countries and submitted to the Joint FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, which 
will decid.e at its eleventh session, scheduled for 1977, 
what further work should. be undertaken. 

WORK AREA 14.2: CURRENT MARKET DEVEIDPMENT AND 
SHORT-TERM PROSPECTS, INCLUDING 
PROBLEMS RELATING TO INTERNATIONAL 
~ 

14.2.1. Review of production, trad.e, consumption and 
prices of forest products 

Description: The Committee will analyse on a continuous 
basis, short-term trend.s in the production, trade and. 
prices of forest products and forecast short-term 
prospects, with a view to providing Governments and the 
forest products sector with accurate and up-to-date 
information and assessments, necessary for an ord.erly 
development of the supply-demand mechanism. 

Method of work: The secretaria.t will prepare and publish 
annually a review of trends in forest products markets 
over the previous year, based on data supplied by 
Governments in connexion with projects 14.2.1.1. and. 
14.5.1. The secretaxiat will present to the Committee's 
annual session the most recent available data on trends 
in the market for forest products, obtained from 
questionnaire returns, with a brief analysis of the 
situation. The Committee will review, at its annual 
session, short-term trends and prospects in the 
production, trade and prices of major forest products 
(sawn softwood, hardwoods, including tropical, pulpwood, 
coniferous logs and wood-based panels) on the basis of 
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estimates prepared by delegations, for the current and 
following years. After the session the secretariat will 
prepare and publish an analysis of short-term market 
trends and prospects, based on the Committee's 
discussions. 

14.2.2. Selected problems in rationalizing the 
transport and handling of forest products 

Description: The Committee will review the situation 
as regards transport and handling of forest products 
and recommend any action it considers necessary with 
a view to increasing the efficiency of these activities 
and. thus facilitating international trad.e. 

Method of work: The Committee will base its annual 
review on a report and., if necessary, recommendations 
by its co-ordinator for transport and hand.ling. 

14.2.3. Selected problems of standardization in the 
field of forest products, including 
classification and d.efini tions 

14.2. 3 .1. Review of standardization activities 

Description: The Committee will review at its annual 
session need.s and priori ties for standardization in 
the field. of forest products and decide what activities 
it should undertake, with a view to fe.cili tating 
international trade in forest products, by removing 
non-tariff barriers, and to furthering the rational 
and economic use of wood .• 

Method of work; The Committee will base its annual 
review on a report, and if necessary, recommendations 
by its co-ordingtor in the field of standardize.tion. 

14.2.3.2. Revision of FAO Classification and 
Definitions of Forest Products 

Description: The Joint FAO/ECE 11/orking Party on 
Forest Economics and Statistics will revise the FAO 
Classification and Definitions of Forest Products, 
with a view to ensuring the.t it is in harmony with 
other international multi-sector classifications and 
d.efini tions, 
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Method. of work: An ad. hoc meeting, under the auspices 
of the Joint ~lorking Party, will revise the FAO 
Classification and Definitions of Forest Products 
(advance version already published) when the revision 
of the major international classifications at present 
in progress, is complete (e.g. SITC, BTN, ICGS). 

14.2.3.3. Classification and definitions of wood. 
residues 

Description: The Committee will harmonize national 
classifications and. definitions of wood residues and 
of wood. after its first use, with a view to facilitating 
international comparisons as well as analyses of the 
wood. supply situation at the regional level. 

Method. of ><ork; The Join: FAO /ECE Working Party on 
Forest Economics and Statistics will d.ecide at its 
eleventh session how this ><ork should. be carried. out 

14,2,3.4, Standardization of stress grading of 
structural coniferous sawn timber 

Description; The Committee will prepare an ECE 
recommend.ed. standard for the stress grading of 
structural coniferous sawn timber, with a view to 
ensuring the rational and economic use of sawn 
softwood. and to facilitating international trade in 
structural coniferous sa1m timber. 

Method of ><ork: An ad. hoc meeting ><ill prepare an 
ECE recommended stand.ard. on the basis of the draft 
already prepared (TIM;\vP.3/AC.3/6/Add .• l), and 
comments received thereon from countries, 
concentrating on the level of knot area ratio (KAR) 
in the BCl grade and. the limits for distortion, 
This recommended standard will be submitted for 
approval to the thirty-fifth session of the 
Committee, 

14.2.3.5. Standardization of structural 
finger-jointing in coniferous sawn 
timber 

Description: The Committee ><ill prepare a standard for 
structural finger-jointing in coniferous sawn timber, 
><ith a vie>< to ensuring the rational and economic use 
of wood and. to facilitating international trade in 
structural finger-jointed timber. 
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Method of work: An ad hoc meeting will prepare an ECE 
recommend.ed. standard on the basis of the draft prepared. 
in 1976 and of comments received. thereon from countries, 
This recommend.ed ste.ndard >Till be submitted for approval 
to the thirty-fifth session of the Committee, 

14,2,3,6. Reduction of the number of standard. dimensions 
of sawnwood entering international trade 

Description: The Committee will formulate proposals for 
the reduction of the number of standerd dimensions of 
sawnwood. entering interna.tional trade, on the basis of 
ISO International Standard 3179 and in colbboration 
with ISO, with a view to facilitating international trade 
in sawnwood, 

Method. of work: The ad hoc meeting in 1977 will give 
preliminF!Xy consideration to the problem and prepare 
proposals for methods of work for the Committee's 
thirty-fifth session, 

14,2.4. Rationalization of the flow of forest products 
from the forest to the consumer 

Description: The Committee will review the international 
distribution chain for forest products, from the forest 
to the consumer, ;1i th a view to id.entifying any areas 
where the Committee might undertake specific action. 

Method. of work: A special lecture will be d.elivered 
to the thirty-sixth session of the Committee, scheduled 
for 1978, analysing the distribution chain. In the light 
of this lecture, the Committee will decide on a future 
course of action, 

\WRK AREA 14.3: SElECTED ECONOMIC, TECHNOLOGICAL AND 
MANAGERIAL PROBLEMS 

14.3.1. Forest 1wrking techniques and training of 
forest workers 

(This project is covered by the activities of 
the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working 
Techniques and Training of Forest Harkers, which 
reviewed its programme and methods of work at its 
eleventh session in June 1976, The project components 
set out below reflect the structure of the Joint 
Committee's programme, as approved at its tenth session. 
It will be necessary to revise them, in the light of the 
d.ecisions of the eleventh session, >Then the process of 
restructuring of the Joint Committee's programme and 
methods of 1wrk is complete,) 

Estimated. 
duration 
(in years) 

1 

3 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1977 

1980 

1979 



14,3.1.1. Methods and organization of forest work 

Description: The j"oint Committee will study selected 
problems of methods and organization of forest work, 
with a view to using resources of labour and capital in 
the most efficient way and minimizing costs of forest 
work, 

Method. of work: The Study Group on Method.s and 
Organization of Forest Work will meet biennially (1977, 
1979, 1981, etc,) to recommend to the Joint Committee 
problems on which work is need.ed. and. to carry out 
specific projects. 

14.3.1,2, Vocational training and prevention of 
accidents 

Description: The Joint Committee will study selected 
problems of vocational training and. prevention of 
accid.ents in forest work, with a view to improving 
national policies and regulations by the exchange and 
dissemination of information in this field, 

Method. of work: The Study Group on Vocational Training 
and. Prevention of Accid.ents in Forest Work will meet 
biennially (1977, 1979, 1981, etc.) to recommend to the 
Joint Committee problems on which work is need.ed. and to 
carry out specific projects. 

14.3.1.3. Mechanization of forest work 

Description: The Joint Committee will study select&d 
problems of mechanization of forest work with a view to 
enabling Governments to ad.apt their policies to changing 
economic and. environmental constraints by the exchange 
and d.issemination of information in this field, 

Method. of work: The Study Group on Mechanization of 
Forest Work will meet biennially (1978, 1980, 1982, etc,) 
to recommend to the Joint Committee problems on which 
work is need.ed. and to carry out specific projects, 

14.3.1.4. Dissemination and. exchange of information 

Description: The Joint Committee will further the 
dissemination and. exchange of information in selected 
areas related to the economic, social, technical and 
environmental aspects of its work in order to provide 
guid.ance to Governments in the field. of forest ;mrking 
techniques E\!ld the training of forest workers. 
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Estimated 
d.uration 
(in years) 

Method. of work: The Joint Committee will draw up a 
programme of seminars, symposia and training courses 
at its biennial sessions (1978, 1980, 1982, etc.). A 
symposium will normally be held. in conjunction with the 
Joint Committee session. 

14.3.2. Behaviour of ;JOod products in fire 

Description: The Committee will further an exchange 
of information on the behaviour of wood. products in 
fire, with a ifiew to promoting the safe, rational and. 
economic use of wood and to identifying areas where 
the Committee might undertake action, notably as 
regards harmonization of building regulations and. 
other standards concerning the fire resistance of wood 
products. 

Method of work: A seminar will be held in March 1977, 
in Oxford (United. Kingdom). 

14.3.3. Utilization of tropical hardwoods 

Description: The Committee will revie;; the utilization 
of tropical hardwoods with a view to analysing patterns 
and. trend.s in the demand for these products and to 
id.entifying opportunities for expanding trade with 
developing countries. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare and publish 
a study on the trad.e and utilization of tropical hardwood.s. 
A seminar will be held in 1979 (offers to act as host 
country are invited.). 

14.3.4. Effects of taxation on forest management and wood 
supply 

Description: The Committee will review the effects of 
national taxation systems on forest management and wood. 
supply with a view to assessing how these systems affect 
the supply/d.emand balance for forest products in the ECE 
region and the structure of international trade. 

Method of work: The Committee will determine the method of 
work in the light of preliminary consideration of the 
subject at the eleventh session of the Joint FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics in 1977. 

cont. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

Estimated. 
termination 

year 

14.3.5. Economic and. technical developments in the 
furniture industry 

Description: The Committee will further the exchange of 
information on economic and. technical d.evelopments in 
the furniture industry, ;rith a view to assessing in 
quantitative and. qualitative terms the use of forest 
products in that industry and. the trends and prospects 
in the demand for forest products for that sector. 

Method of work: A symposium will be held in Poland in 
1979. A preparatory meeting, organized. with the help of 
government rapporteurs, will be held in 1977 or 1978. 

14.3.6. Modernization in the wood-based. panels industries 

Description: The Committee will further the exchange and. 
dissemination of scientific, technological and economic 
information on mod.ernization in the wood-based panels 
industries. 

Method. of work: A symposium will be held in 1980, in 
collaboration with the Chemical Industry Committee 
(offers to act as host country are invited). 

14.3. 7. Investment and investment needs in the forestry 
and. wood.-processing sector 

Description: The Committee will assess trends in 
investment in the forestry and. wood-processing sector 
in ord.er to d.etermine the effect of this factor on wood. 
supply in the ECE region and to provid.e Governments with 
guidance for their investment policies. 

Method. of work: The Committee will determine the method 
of work in the light of a special lecture to be delivered. 
to its thirty-fifth session in 1977. 

for 

Description: In conjunction with the Chemical Industry 
Committee, the Committee will keep und.er review, from the 
technical and economic point of view, progress mad.e in the 
chemical processing of wood (other than for pulp and paper) 
with a view to improving the utilization of by-products of 
the wood processing industries, and to assessing potential 

3 1979 

1 1980 

2 1979 
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demand from the chemical industry for wood. raw 
material, as well as the effect any increase would have 
on the supply/d.emand balance for forest products in the 
ECE region and the availability of raw material for 
traditional wood-using industries. 

Method of work: The secretariat will prepare a report 
on what studies have been undertaken on the subject at 
the international level and. present this report to the 
Committee's thirty-sixth session in 1978. The Committee 
will then d.ecide on u course of action. 

WORK AREA 14.4; ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
PROBLEMS 

(All the Committee's activities in this work area 
will be carried out in co-opergtion with the uenior 
Advisers to .;en; Governments on Environmental Problems.) 

14 .4.1. Quantifico.tion and evaluation of the 
environmental benefits of forests 

Description: The Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics will examine methods of 
quantifying and evaluating the environmental benefits 
of forests with a view to assessing forests' contribution 
to society, to calculating compensation for the 
environmental services of forests and to facilitating 
comparisons between countries. 

Method of work: Work will be carried out according to 
the recommendations of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party 
on Forest C:conomics and Statistics at its eleventh 
session in 1977. 

14.4.2. Reduction of waste and development of use of 
residues in forestry, the wood processing 
industries and in forest products utilization 

Description: The Committee will assess ways of reducing 
waste and developing the use of residues in forestry, 
the wood-processing industries and in forest products 
utilization in order to further rational use of the forest 
resource. 

Estimated. Estimated. 
d.uration termination 
(in years) year 

3 1980 

2 1979 



Method of work: A symposium will be held in 1981. 
(Offers to act as host country are invited). 

14.4.3. Effects of pollution on vegetation 

Description: The Committee will assess the effects of 
different types of pollution on vegetation with a view 
to improving the protection of the forest resources of 
the ECE region against such damage. 

Method of work: A symposium will be held in 1978 in 
Poland, jointly with the Committee on Agricultural 
Problems and. in co-operation with the Senior Ad.visers 
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems and. UNEP. 
A preparatory meeting will be held in 1977, subject to 
approval by the other bodies involved. 

14.4.4. Efficiency in energy use in forestry and the 
wood-processing industries 

Description: The Committee will study energy use in 
forestry, the wood.-processing industries and the use 
of forest products, with a vie~< to identifying means 
to improve energy efficiency, 

Method of work: A symposium will be held in 1978, 
with a preparatory meeting in 1977 (offers to act as 
host country are invited.). 

WORK AREA 14. 5: COLLECTION, EXCHANGE AND 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 
INCLUDING IMPROVE!'IENT AND 
HARMONIZATION OF STATISTICS 
(IN CO-OPERATION WITH FAO) 

14.5.1. Timber Bulletin for Europe 

Description: The Committee will collect statistics on 
production, trade and prices of forest products, with 
a view to providing Governments and. the forest products 
sector with d.ata on the basis of which to formulate 
policies and make decisions. 

Method of work: The secretariat will publish the Timber 
Bulletin for Europe twice a year, containing quarterly 
statistics on production, trade and prices of forest 
products, collected from Governments by means of 
quarterly questionnaires. 
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14.5.2. Selected problems of economics and. statistics of 
forestry and. forest products 

This project is covered. by the activities of the 
Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and. 
Statistics which normally meets biennially (1977, 1979, 19 
1981, etc.). It co-operates with the Conference of 
European Statisticians. 

14.5.2.1. Comparability of statistics 

Description: The Working Party will improve international 
comparability in selected. areas of statistics in order to 
ensure that the data used. by Governments for international 
comparisons and. by the Committee in its analyses are as 
accurate and comparable as possible. 

Method of work: The Working Party will collect 
information in each area by means of ~uestionnaires and 
studies and formulate recommendations to Governments, 
which will be submitted. to the Committee for approvs.l. 
The Working Party will propose series for which such 
action is necessary. 

14.5.2.2. Organization and periodicity of statistical 
data collection and dissemination 

Description: The Working Party will review period.ically 
the Committee 1 s programme of collection and dissemination 
of sts.tistical data, to ensure thP.t it correspond.s with 
the needs of Governments. 

Method of work: The vlorking Party will review periodically 
the Committee's programme of collection and dissemination 
of stc:.tistical data and make recommendations to improve its 
organizction, coverage and. period.ici ty. 

14.5.2.3. Conversion factors 

Description: The Working Party will review the conversion 
factors for forest products applicable to individual 
countries, in order to facilitate international comparison 
of yie ld.s and to ensure that the conversion fa.ctors used by 
the secretaria.t in its analyses reflect current technology. 

Method of work: The Working Party will review at 
four-yearly intervals (1977, 1981, etc.) conversion f8.ctors 
communicated. by Governments in reply to a ~uestionnaire. 

14.5.2.4. Forest resource analysis 

Description: The Working Party will review methods of 
forest inventory used by Governments and. by the secretariat 
to ensure that all parameters relevant to measuring the 

Estimated. Estimated. 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

cont. 

cont. 



productive potential of the forest, both for ;10od and 
non-wood benefits, are taken into account and that the 
methods adopted correspond as closely as possible to 
the need.s of all the users, 

Method of work : 
methods of work 
14.5.2.5, Cost 

The Working Party will determine 
at its eleventh session in 1977. 
and. price statistics 

Description: The Working Party will improve the 
coverage of the statistics on costs and. prices 
published in the Timber Bulletin for Europe, 

Method of work: Series of cost and price statistics 
will be published. in the light of the recommendations 
of correspond.ents nominated by Governments. 

14.5.2.6, Labour statistics 

Description: The Working Party, in co-operation with 
the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest \!larking 
Techniques and Training of Forest Workers, will study 
labour input, average wage rates and. earnings in forestry, 
with a view to providing more data on cost trends and a 
basis for comparison of employment and earnings. 

Method. of work: A pilot questionnaire will be compiled 
by government rapporteurs for the Working Party's 
eleventh session in 1977, A study will be compiled. on 
the basis of returns to this questionnaire, modified, if 
necessary, by the Working Party. 

14.5.2.7. End use statistics 

Description: The Working Party will review the coverage 
and. availability of statistics on the end-uses of forest 
products, with a view to improving the data base for the 
Committee's work in this area (see 14,1.2.). 

Method of work: The Working Party will decide on a method 
of work e.t its eleventh session, scheduled. for 1977. 

14.5.3. Dissemination and exchange of general information 
and. experience 

Description: The Committee will further the dissemination 
and exchange of information and experience on selected 
themes within its area of competence, by organizing annual 
study tours at the invitation of the countries concerned 
with a view to making available to Governments and the 
forest products sector experience gained in individual 
countries, 

E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 187 

~stimated. Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

2 1979 

1 1977 
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Method of work: In 1977, a study tour will be organized. in 
Italy; in 1978, in Poland, (Offers to organize a study tour 
in other years are invited). 



E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 188 

WORK AREA 15.1: 

15 . - TR.tJlE 

ANALYSIS AND REVIEW OF RECENT AND 
"PRcisffi~'rr}];~ 'r'R!lDE TRENDs, J'OLiciEs 
MID _PROBLEMS 

15 .1.1. Reviev of short- and long-term trade t;rends_, 
~r~cts and policies: changes and_problems 
affecting intra-regional trade 

Description: The Committee will review, at its annucl 
sessions, trade trends and prospects "i th a vie" to 
exchanging information and experience useful to policy­
makers in formulating their economic Md trade policies. 
It will, at the same time, examine changes and problems 
in trade policies c.ffecting intra-regional trade with a 
vie" to obtaining accurate and up-to-date information on 
the general policy frame«ork affecting the development 
of trade. 

Method of w~k: Participants in the annual sessions 
of the Committee will give accounts of bilateral and 
regional developments of relevance to trade bet;~een 
member countries, z.nd ;,ill revie;, recent trends, 
policies and problems in intra-regional trade including 
general trade problems of the member countries which are 
developing from the economic point of view. Reviews will 
e.lso be presented by the secretccriat, inter alia, in the 
Econ_£Elic Bulletin for Europe for considere.tion by the 
Committee. L special chapter in the Bulletin will be 
devoted to trends, policies z.nd problems in the 
development of trade of the latter member countries. 

15.1.2. Review of the effects of struc~ural cp_anges 
in economic sectors or branches as well as of 
tec~ological progress on the compositiop_?nd 
geographical patterns oJ trade 

Desc~~ion: The Committee will examine these effects 
and «ill exchange information and experience useful to 
policy-makers in formulating their economic and trade 
policies. 

Nethod of ;10rk: A study Hill be prepared by the 
secretariat fo-r consideration by the Committee at its 
t;~enty-eighth session. lm annotated outline will be 
suomi tted to the Committee for prior considerc.tion at 
its hrenty-seventh session. 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 
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Estimc.ted 
duration 
(in_~";.r~J 

EstimRted 
termination 
_Jl.ef;£_ __ 

DescriptiE~: The Committee will examine prorrress me~e 
and techniques used in these agreements vi th E. view to 
exc:18llgin(]' relevant information end experience. 

11ethod of vorl': Participants in the ennue.l sessions of 
the Committee uill comment on these e,greements. The 
secretc.ric.t "ill propose studies for consideration b0• 
the Committee c,s requested. 

Descriptio.E_: The Committee will consider these 
developments in ordel' to exchanrre information and 
experience and to identify problems. 

Method_ of vmrk: A sttHiy will be prepared by the 
secretariat for consideration bo' the Committee at its 
twenty-ninth session. An cnnotated outline ;rill be 
submitted to the Committee for prior consider .. tion c.t 
its t>renty-seventh session. 

De.!!2}j,J?_tion: On the occc.sion of the rreneral discussion 
c.t its annual sessions, the Committee >till pc.y attention 
to developments in interrerrional trc.de end, in particule.r, 
in trade uith developing countries. 

~btho~ of ~~: Studies on selected problems, as 
determined by the Committee, for consideration <.t 
any of its sessions, >lill be prepared by the 
secretariat in co--operation lli th the secretc.riat 
of UNCTJJJ, of the other regional economic commissions or 
of other bodies in the United Nations system on the bc.sis 
of their relevant decisions and of studies prepared by them. 

Dc.s_c:,jptiofl;: The Committee lrill consider and comment 
upon the Ovel'all Economic Perspective elaborated by the 
Senior Economic J.dvisers to ECE Govel'!lments and >·lill brine 
to the attention of tlle Senior Economic Advisers the results 
of its mm rolevru1t worl,. 

cont. 
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Estimated 
dure.tion 
{ip~~) 

NetJ1od___clj'_y_ork: Tho secretariat uill prepare for the 
Commi ttoe 1 s consideration the necessary documentation 
and ;rill c.ssiot it in carryinG out the uorlc on this 
project. 

P.El13_cript_i_o.!'.: Tl1e Committee >rill consider at its annual 
sessions chunges in the number, scope ctl1d contents of 
these a.:;roements. 

Hethod. of uork: The secretariat uill prepare e.nnuo.lly an 
up~tci:.'dE.te}fe)gister of long-term agreements on the basis 
of the texts of these agreements to be notified by GGE; 
Governments b"' 30 June each year. Tho secretariat uill 
also submit relevant infonnution concerninG tlloso 
a:;:i.:·eements, for consideration at the Committee's c.nnua.l 
sessions. 

P!'..!:!..cription: Tlle Committee ;rill examine the possible 
scope and functioninG of such a system in order to 2.ssess 
;rhether its creation uoulc1 be practicable 8nd desira"<:>le. 

Netllod of work: Tlle Executive Secretary ;rill convene a 
preliminary ad hoc Neoting of Experts from rnem1Jer 
Governments and from selected internation~l organizations 
ui th eX]Jel'iance in sucl1 systems durinG tl1e first half of 
1977, for tho purpose of defininG tho scope and most 
appropriate C.irections of inquiry for a revised Pnd complete 
fee.sibility study. The Executive Secretary may convene 
e.ddi tioncl c.d hoc meetings £\S necessary to complete the 
study, and 1rii"''Cpre sent on interim proe;re ss report to the 
Committee at its t>renty-sixth session. 

2 

cont. 

1 

Estimated 
termination 
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1977 



lJescriDtion: To c.ssist the Committee in its ;TOrl: tovc.rds 
identifying all l:inds of obstacles to trade, an up-to-d£>.te 
Inventory of those obstacles \vill oe maintained by tl1e 
secretariat on the basis of informo.tion provided by 
Governments. 

l'!ethod of worl:: Notification of appropriate informe.tion 
by ECE Gove1:niiients to the secrekriat by 31 l'lay each year 
and notification of comments on such information by 
30 September ee.ch year. The Committee uill consider, &t 
its annual sessions, an Inventory transmitted by the 
secretariat, based on these notifications. Governments 
are invited to present additional comments on 
notifications listed in the Inventory as presented in 
document TRi\DEjR. 336 by 15 Lpril 19'('/. .A revised version 
\vill be prepared on the basis of these comments. 

Description: All l:inds of existing obstacles to the 
development of trade will oe revieued by the Committee at 
intervals to be determined by the Committee ;ri th a vieH 
to finding ;re,ys for their reduction or progressive 
elimination, The Committee ;rill, in approprie.te ce.ses, 
prepare mutually acceptable proposals and recommendc.tions 
in this field, 

M'e thad of uorl:: Background materi2.l fl".cili t2.ting the 
identification of all l:inds of oostacles to tr£>.de, such as 
the Inventory of all l:inds of obstacles to the development 
of trade, ;rill be submitted by the secretariat and/or by 
member Governments. On the basis of such identification 
the Committee, at intervecls thus determined, uill consider 
in ;rhich uay steps can be tal:en lli thin EC.C for tl1e 
reduction or progressive elimination of those obstacles. 
The revised ·version of the Inventory >rill be discnssed by 
an ad hoc meetinc of experts, vl1ich shall report to the 
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15.2.3. Prepara~f proposals _and }'lCOmmendations 
on me~s2!~_for the promotion of trade and 
th~ di ~ersificatio..!_l_ of its structure 

Description: The Committee will examine, at intervals 
to be determined by the Committee, means of promoting 
trade end diversifying its structure, with a view to 
preparing proposals and recommendations conducive to 
the aci1ievement of these aims. 

Metho2- of work: Consideration in the Committee, at 
intervals thus determined, of proposals made by 
Governments >ri th a view to the elaboration of agreed 
recommendations by the Committee. Background material 
>Till be prepared by the secretariat, as required, for 
consideration by the Committee. 

15.2.4. Promotion, collection and_dissemination of 
~nomic, commercial and relevant administrative 
information --·------

Description: The Committee >Till consider, at its annual 
sessions, means of promoting, collecting, publishing and 
disseminating economic, commercia.l and relevant 
administrative information in order to create better 
conditions for the development of trade. 

Method of work: Member Governments will submit a list 
annually by June 30 of the kinds of basic economic and 
commercial information they feel are needed to improve 
conditions for development of trade within the region. 
The secretariat will provide these lists and submit them 
to the Committee at its annual sessions. Background 
studies will be prepared by the secretariat, as required, 
for consideration by the Committee. 

WORK JlREJ\ 15.3: THE DEVELOP~IENT OF J'IJJJlKET INFORMATION, 
MAREETING TECHNIQUES AND ll1PROVED 
BUSINESS CONTACTS --·--

15.3.1. International co-operation in the field of trade 
promotion, including marketing 

Description: The Committee >Till examine, at its annual 
sessions, means of developing and exchanging information 
e.nd experience in the field of trade promotion, including 
marketing in order to fe.cili tate the development of trade. 

Estimated 
duration 
.IJ.n years) 

cont. 

cont. 
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termination 
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Method of work: Elaboration of relevant proposals and 
recommendations by the Committee. The secretariat will 
prepare studies on selected problems as required by the 
Committee. The secretariat will report on the development 
of co-operation with relevant international organizations 
and institutions, especially the ICC Liaison Committee 
with Chambers of Commerce in socialist countries. 

15.3.2. Convening of Seminars on East-West Trade 
Promotion, Market~d Business Contacts 

Description: Semine,rs ;rill be convened by ths Committee 
to deal with specific themes relating to east-west trade 
promotion, marketing and business contacts. The theme of 
each Seminar will be determined by the Committee or by a 
preparatory meeting, as appropriate. 

Method of work: Reports and case-studies will be prepared 
by governmental experts and by ths secretariat for 
consideration at Seminars; the proceedings, conclusions 
and recommendations of the Seminars will be widely 
disseminated. The Fourth Seminar on East-West Trade 
Promotion, Marketing and Business Contacts will be held 
on 22-24 March 1977 and will deal ;ri th particular aspects 
of marketing of capital t,nd consumer goods. 

15.3.3. Publication and dissemination of information to 
help businessmen in commercial contacts 

Description: Ths Committee, at bi-annue,l intervals, will 
review and give guidance to the secretariat concerning 
the publication and dissemination of ECE information 
material to assist businessmen in their commercial 
contacts. 

Method of work: Following the Committee's guidance and 
on the basis of information supplied by Governments, the 
secretariat will publish lists of directories, and, where 
possible, organizational charts of firms and organizations 
concerned with foreign trade. 

E/5944/Add.l 
E/ECE/928/Add.l 
page 193 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
fuJ~E!!) ye 2-r 

cont. 

1 1977 



E/5944/Add.l 
EjECE/928/Add.l 
page 194 

Estimated Estimated 

WORK P~A 15.4: PROMOTION OF TRADE THROUGH INDUSTRIAL 
CO-OPERATION 

15.4.1. ~alysis of short- and long-term trends and 
prospects for industrial co-operation 

Des~iptiE~: The Committee will examine short- and 
long-term trends and prospects for industrial co-operation 
including all ldnds of obstacles, 1/ with a view to 
exchanging information and experience useful to policy­
makers in formule.ting policies regarding industrial 
co-operation. 

Method of >IDrk: Studies, including an up-dating of the 
statistical part of the Analytic~l Report on Industrial 
.Q_o-o~rati,S?E _ _!l.mong ECE CEuntries taldng due account of 
the results of the ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Industrial 
Co-operation, will be prepared by the secretariat for 
consideration by the Committee at its twenty-sixth and 
t>renty-seventh sessions. 

15.4.2. ~xamination of proposal~ and recommepdations 
sJ.esigned to crea_t~. favourable condi tiona for 
}pdustrial co-o~atiol! 

Des~ription: The Committee will examine means which could 
create more favourable conditions for industrial 
co-operation, giving due attention to proposals made at 
the second ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Industrial 
Co-operation. 

Method of work: Considerc.tion by the Committee and/or 
by the ad hoc Neeting of Experts on Industrial 
Co-operation of relevant proposals and recommendations. 
Background material will be prepared by the secretariat, 
as required. 

15.4·3· Examination of means of impro'G~e pronsJ.on 
of_information to those con~~~~~neral 
_c_2pdi tiolliJ_2f ipsJ.ustrial co-operation_ and guidance 
.QE_j;he Jll',!1_P_ara!;L_on...2f __ contr~cts in thi_s_ fie~.£ 

Description: The Committee will examinG annually the 
rang-;-Qf information requirements of those engaged in 
industrial co-operation, as well as the adequacy of 
existing information flows and ch2.nnels, with a view to 

duration termination 
(in years ) ,z;ye""a::=r'---

2 1978 

cont. 

y Obstacles to trade e.re dealt with in Work Area 15.2. 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
Q.!!_~ars) _ ;£:?£. __ 

undertaking measures to improve the provision of relevant 
information and guidance on the preparation of contracts 
in this field. 

Method of work: On the basis of material provided by 
nle!mber Governments, as well as of secretariat studies 
the Committee and/or ad__l_l_££ meetings of experts will 
consider the existing international information channels 
and possible means of improving them. Relevant proposals 
and recommendations >rill be ele.borated by the Committee. 

15, 4.4. Collection and dissemina_tj...Q!L.£l.f infor_!l!il~"t2-..2!l 
!.!'J.e VBnt to indu)3 trial.__cE;:2~?-ti,2!1.1..in 
particular the laws and_.!,!l@_l§. tio!!!3..._ inc_J,J:ldi_¥ 
th~!J- ~la 12-.m.~t_o _J'.£l~jE.!l~XCh_NJ~ E!JP_£>_1'_8~ 
orient~,!;J-.9!1. Ef_.!!_a t:j..£lnal e .£9~1-.£.1,1-.a,Il!l_~opd 
~..!J:.lll,!ll:?_s_~!Jl:-1 a.!!.._,EI'_ogra~- priorij;j~_s- ~d 
~<?,!12D_i.9_2E_l!.di tions __ oJ th~11!.8:!l<et 

Desc:;i.P..i;l,.Qg: The Committee, at its annual sessions, will 
exanune means of improving the dissemination of such 
information through ECE, inter alia, in the form of special 
country manuals, in order- to ameliorate the lmowledge of 
existing possibilities for the development of industrial 
co-operation, 

Method of work: Consideration by the Committee and 
elaboration of appropriate proposals and recommendations 
by the Committee on the basis of studies by the secretariat. 
A special study will be made about the possibilities of 

cont. 

publishing special country manua.ls, including costs. cont. 

15.4.5• Elaboration of _a_G~ide for drawin~ 
int~na ti.£!!!'L~,!;racts be twe~n parties 
associat~d for j;~~se of executinfLl: 
!J~ifi_c_proje_c~il-_a sequel j;E.._ th:?.9.EJ-.d!!_f.9F. 
draWi!l£.._!ll'_1:,n .!_e rna tional_ ~-t_rac t_s _ _9!1_ _ipdusj;_rj._al 
co-operation 

Description: A Guide for drawing up int~national 
~.tracts between_~rties a!!_Elociate_d for _ _:the purpose 
of~_!l_C_!lting a spec_i_fic E_?~_ct will be prepared for 
the use of enterprises and institutions engaged in, or 
interested in concluding contracts on such essociations 
of enterprises, 

Nethod of work: Meetings of the (;roup of Experts on 
International Contrr,ct Practices in Industry, working 
on the basis of background documentation prepared by 
the secreta.riat and by government rapporteurs. 2 1978 
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Estimated Estimated 
durc.tion torminc.tion 
(in Y~§:FEJ _;r~I~"-------

P!'_SE"_i]),:tj__op,: Orgcnizdion oy ECC of special meetine-s 
or symposia fo1 .. exc:i.1t-TIGG of informc.tion in connexion 
1·1i th into:cn<"' .. tionc~ f2-irn held in the ECE region. 

~e_tJ:.?§._ of_y_or':_: 'l'he secreta2·id uill suomi t to the 
Commi ttec c.t its tuent3'-sixtl1 soossion, c.fter consultations 
Hi th Princi:)al SubsiC:.ial."J BoC:.ies, e. list of c.ppropria.te 
internr.tiono.l fc.irs scheduled '\Vi thin the EC8 region 
throu[f:i.l 1930, Ti1e secl"'etaria.t should c.lso suggest 
possible topics for selected s0'illposia to be orgcllized 
under the e.USl)ices of the DGL in conne::don ui th tl1ese 
fc.il·s. 

PTIOHW'IOIT OF TirE: DEVELOPBE!lT 01' TR!J)E 
'J.Cniio1f(;ffTimr n1PR.o1rEii:1iircit•-· -------
:fl{f@}fi.j_I_6N1;1- j~l'.PP- 'P.R~i'iip~_s ..t.. .Q_OJlfAii.9T 
Pi1ACTIG8S 'l'R.ADE PRLCTICES OF ---· -··· -~-- -'--- ... -- ----~------- ... --- ---
STiJID!JllliZNriOH ./JID COl1J.JJ::RCILL 
ilm r'l'iliC'L' ro1f-- -- - -- - --- -- -- --
- ----· ----

De_!l_c:r.:!:.P.:t]-_oE.: T;1e Committee uill examine c.cti vi ties, 
prr.c-Giues encl forme.lities involved in collecting, 
presentinG, communicating end processing date. required 
fol" the practical conduct of inte:cnational trade. Tho 
acti vi ties ><ill be di vicleC:. into: 

15.5 .1.1. Simplification end standc."·dization of trade 
documentation; end 

15. 5 ,1. 2. Dc.te. requirements nnd use of c.utomatic data 
processinz and elaboration of codes for data 
elements. 

Hethod of 1mr!~: The Committee will revieu annually the 
wo-ri,--o-:f til~-\io.rl:ing Party on Fc.cili tation of International 
Trade Procedures 8lld its Group of Experts on Date. 
Requirements and Documentation, and Group of Eo,2erts on 
Lutomatic Dda Processing nnd Cocline. In the \lorldnG Pe.rty, 
recommendz.tions concerninG the fc.cili tation of 
interne.tionc"l trade procedures vrill be a{lreed on the basis 
of studies unclertal:en by the secretcn."iat and/or J~r 
e;overnment r2.pporteurs and discussions in respective 
Go:ou,)s of Eo:perts. 1. quarterly informc.tion 'Julletin, 
Tl·c.de Facilitation Ne;rs, is issued by tlle secretarirt. 
~~1e~-oG-crG1~~rl~.t~7ili- -cOntinue to undertake this lTorl;: in 
close co--o~JGrc·ti.on ui th the Special Progre.mme on Tre.de 

2 

Fc.cili tc.tion (FlLPRC) in UlTCl'JD. cont. 
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Estimded 
duration 
(in yee.rs) 

Estimated 
terminc.tion 

year 

15.5.2. Preparation and periodic rev~s~on of .~~es 
and gene~al condi~ions relating to contracts 
for jnternation~l co~ercial transactions 

Description: The Committee will follow the 1rcrk on the 
preparation of general conditions 1~lating to st~ndard 
contracts for internatione.l commercial transactions in 
selected fields. 

Method of 1>1ork: The Committee uill revieu annually t:1e 
work undertalcen in this field by the Group of E::perts 
on International Contract Pr~ctices in Industry. The 
secretariat •rill keep the Committee informed of the worl: 
of other bodies such c.s the Group of Experts on 
International Tre.de Practices relating to A(;ricul turc,l 
Products. 

15.5.3. Examindion of trade aspects of intern_ational 
standardization and_ certification procedures 

Descriptio~: The Committee will examine relevant aspects 
of standardization and certification procedures. Inter 
~.lia, e.ttention will be paid to the promotion of 
international agreements and other appropriate 
arrangements on acceptance of certificates of conformity 
1·1i th standards r~1d technical regulations, 

Nethod of work: For c•:•nsideration by the Committee, 
studies will be prepared by the secretariat on the basis 
of uork undertaken by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned and the r~etings of Government Officials 
Responsible for Stondardize.tion Policies, as 1>1ell as 
1>1ork undertn!cen by other international bodies, 

15.5.4. Preparation of a Nanual on licensing procedures 
and related e.spects of a technology transfer 

Description: The Committee, in co-operation with the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology, will consider dra11ing up ~ Manual on licensing 
procedures and related aspects of technology transfer for 
the informe.tion of enterprises enga.ged in the licensing of 
technology or its tr8llsfer 1>1ithin the ECE region. 

Method of work: L Hanue.l will be prepared by the 
secretariat 1>1i th tile help of rapporteurs for consideration 
at an ad hoc lleeting of Experts to be convened jointly 1>1i th 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology. 

cont. 

3 19GO 

2 1978 
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15.5 .5. Preparation of recommendations on e.rbi tration 
clau~ 

Description: The Committee ;rill follm; relevant 
developments concerning international commercial 
r.rbi tration end prepare recommendations on arbitration 
clauses as the need arises. The Committee ;;ill establish 
at intervals of four years tl1e list of members of the 
Special Committee envisaged in .Article IV of the European 
Convention on International Commercial ixbitration, 1961. 

Hethod of ;wrk: The secretariat will provide background 
materic.l, including suggestions for draft recommend~.tions, 
as required, Care uill be tal:en to avoid duplication 
betVTeen ;wrl: pursued under this project and the ;;ark 
undertalcen by the United Nations Commission on 
InternP.tional Trade Law (UNCI'.rRI,L). 

\IORK J\REA 15. 6 : TR.PJJE PROBIE.NS OF THE MEI-UJER COUHTRIE S 
OF THE ECE \ffliCH lJlE DEVELOPING l?RO!I 
THE ECONOHIC POINT OF VIEW 

15.6 .1. Revievl of intrr.regional trade talcing into account 
the interests of the member countries of the ECE 
which are developing from the ec.onomic point of 
vievr as refe=ecl to in parc.gra~S?_LoJ tl!,<?. 
Commission's Annual Report on its thirty-first 
~sian 

Description: The Committee V~ill examine, at its annucl 
sessions, the expension of intraregional trade with these 
Hember Countries. 

1-!ethod of worlc: The Committee ;fill base its examination 
mainly on information given in the special chapter of the 
Economic Bulletin for Europe, see project 15.1.1. above. 

15.6.2. Trade problems specific to the member countries 
of the ECE Vlhich are developing from the economic 
point of vi_!!vl and consideration of action in 
respect of identified problems 

Description: The Committee, at its annur.l sessions, \fill 
identify and examine trade problems specific to the £Cbove­
mentioned countries and Vlill consider Vlhich 2.cti0n could 
be talcen ;ri thin the ECE ;ri th a vieu to finding appropriate 
solutions to these problems. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

5 1981 

cont. 

Method of uork: 
vrith the help of 
by the Committee 

Studies ;rill be prepared by the secretarie.t 
government rapporteurs on problems selected 
for its consideration. cont. 



15.6.3. Measures to improve trade promotion efforts of 
the member countries of the ECE which are 
developing from the economic point of vieu 

Description: The Committee, at its annual sessions, will 
examine trade promotion efforts, undertal,en by these 
countries in selected fields wi tll a vieu to elaborating 
measures ;~hich could improve the effectiveness of their 
trade promotion, 

1-ethod of ;rork: Studies will b<3 prepared by the 
secretariat ui th the help of government rapporteurs and 
in co-operation, as appropriate, ;d th UNCTJ\D and the 
International Trade Centre for consideration by the 
Committee. The secretariat in co-operation with the 
secretariats of UNCTJ\D and ITC ;~ill also provid<3 
assistance, at the request of the Governments concerned, 
in the trade promotion efforts of these countries, 
including the formulation of request for assistance from 
the UNDP either on a national or regional basis. 

15.6.4. Study of the potential scope and methods of 
closer commercial and industrial co-operation 
among the member countries of the ECE uhich are 
developing from the economic point of vie;-1 

Description: The Committee will examine the potentid 
scope and methods of this co-operation with a vieu to 
elaborating proposals and recommendations aimed at 
strengthening commercial and industrial co-operation 
amongst t;1ese countries. 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

cont. 

Estimated 
termination 

~~r'----

Method of work: 
with the help of 
by the Committee 

A study will be prepared by the secretariat 
government rapporteurs for consideration 
at its "h1enty-ninth session. 3 1980 
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16. - vlATER PROBlEMS 

WORK AREA 16.1: LOUG-TERN PROSPECTS AND PLAUUING OF THE 
WATER_~ COHOHY - ----- --

16 .1.1. Revieu and analysis of existing situation and 
future prospects regarding the utilization of 
uater resources and uater pollution control 
in the ECE re[ion 

Description: The Committee 1'1ill keep under review the 
present and prospective situation regarding water 
resources use e~d pollution control in the region, in 
ord9r to promote co-operation between ECE Governments 
in Hater resources management by a systematic exchange 
of information and experience in this particule.r field. 

Nethod of work: At each plenary session the Committee 
Hill exchange views on major trends and policies ~ri th 
regard to integrated ><ater resources management, .\t 
three- to five-year intervals, Governments uill prepare 
country monographs, including statistical data on >·rater 
use, c:.long common guidelines e,dopted by the Committee, 
The secretariat >'Till prepare a consolidated report on 
the basis of country monographs. The next report will 
be prepared in 1979/1980, 

16.1.2. Lon;:r-term perspectives for water use and supp,!y 

Descriution: As e. follow-up to the Seminar on Long-Term 
Plc.nning of Vlater Hanagement, held in Bulgaria in 1976, 
the Committee will consider long-term perspectives for 
«ater resources development in order to provide technical 
grounds for policy guide~ce in the preparation of national 
plans and programmes on ,.,ater resources. 

Ne thad of uork: A report «ill be prepared on the basis 
of information provided by Governments, as l·rell as of 
material contained in the proceedings of the Seminar on 
Long-Term Planning of Vic.ter Nano.gement, The report will 
be made available to the Senior Economic Advisers to 
EC~ Governments for their comments and use in connexion 
Hi th their elaboration of the Overall Economic Perspective 
for the ECE Region up to 1990, The Group of Experts on 
Aspects of Hater Q,uality and Quantity will consider at its 
fifth session (1977) an outline of the report, prepared by 
the secret2.ric.t in co-operation Hi th the deleg2. tion from 
Greece, ,;hich >'Till subsequently be transmitted to the 
ninth session of the Committee for its consideration. 

Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

3 1979 
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Estimated Estimated 

16.1. 3. Nethodology of setting priori ties for Hater 
Eollution control measures 

Description: The Colllilli ttee 'rill revie~T the methodology 
of setting priorities for water pollution control measures, 
including that of assessing alternatives for accomplishinG 
those measures, in order to make recommendations for the 
proper inclusion of water quality management in integrated 
,.,ater resources plans. 

Nethod of work: [To be completed by the Committee at 
its ninth session] 

WORK AREA 16. 2: ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF WATER MANAGEJYJENT 

16.2.1. Selected water :problems in islands and coastal 
areas 'rith special regardto desalination and 
groundwater 

Description: The Committee will consider water manll{!'ement 
questions which are of more direct interest to island 
countries and to those with coastal areas. In P~'-rticular, 
attention ,.fill be paid to the ration£~ planning of 
groundwater resources and the economic aspects of 
desalination, including the evaluation of progress made 
and its applicability under the conditions of the ECE 
region. The aim of the project will be to provide 
guidelines for the rational and economic use of groundwater 
resources and of desalination facilities. 

Nethod of work: The 
1978 on this topic. 
in 1977 to formulate 

Committee will convene a seminar in 
A preparatory meeting >~ill be held 
the programme of the seminar. 

16.2.2. Relationship between >~ater and energy 

Description: In considering the relationship between 
water resources availability and economic and social 
development, the Committee will focus its attention on the 
critical energy sector in order to achieve optimum use of 
available water resources by promoting, among ECE 
Governments, rational sharing of the hydroelectric 
potential and cooling capacity of >~atercourses in tho 
framework of comprehensive water resources management 
plMning, where due attention should also be paid to 
uater needs other than energy, to uater quality control 
and to the protection of the water-related environment. 

J.!ethod. of work: [To be completed by the Committee at its 
ninth session] 

duration termination 
(inJ2_a~) yea:· 

3 1982 

2 1978 

2 1979 
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Estimated Estimated 

16.2.3. Economic instruments for rational utilization 
of ~Tater resource!!. 

Description: The Committee will exchange views and 
experience bet~1een ECE Governments in (i) the evaluation 
of the effectiveness of economic incentives in water 
supply and ~Taste >rater disposal systems; (ii) influence 
of >rater prices on ~Tater utilization >md ~Tater discharges; 
and (iii) methods of allocation and optimization of 
investments for water resources development; in order to 
promote more rational and economic utilization of ~Tater 
resources in ECE countries through the extensive use of 
these economic tools. 

l1ethod of work: A seminar on this subject will be 
convened in 1980 by the Committee after its programme has 
been formulated at a prepuratory meeting to be held in 
1979. 

16.2.4. Economic aspects of the conveyance of water over 
long distances end the establishment of_~)er 
grids 

Description: The Committee >~ill study the economic aspects 
of the conveyance of >~ater over long distances and the 
establishment of ~Tater grids, in order to p~·omote policies 
to overcome the imba.lance in the economic growth of a 
particula.r region, due to >Tater shortage, in relation to 
other regions where ,.,c.ter might be abundant, 

Nethod of Horl': [To be completed by the Committee at 
its ninth session] 

16.2.5. Administrative and financial problems in river 
basin development and manageme11! 

Description: The Committee >~ill revie>~ present pre.ctices 
for the optimum management of water resources in river 
bc.sin development, in order to select the administrative 
and financial arrangements applicable to different social 
and political systems. 

Hethod of \lark: [To be completed by the Committee at 
its ninth session] 

duration termination 
(in years) year 

2 1980 

3 1983 

3 1984 



WORK AREA 16_:i: ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLENS OF WATER 
MANAGEl-ENT 1 

16.3.1. Prevention and control of water pollution, in 
particular of transboundary rivers and 
international lalces 

Description: The Committee will keep under review 
progress made in the prevention and control of water 
pollution, including transboundary pollution, in order to 
provide a basis for co-operation among countries involved 
in the spirit of the Final Act of the CSCE and to assist 
them at the request of all ECE member Governments sharing 
a particular water resource. 

Method of work: The Committee will consider at its 
ninth session the proposals made by the Group of Experts 
on Aspects of Water Quality and Quantity at its fifth 
session on the basis of suggestions made by the 
secretariat. Particular account will also be taken of 
the recommendation made by the Seminar on Long-Term 
Planning of Water Management on the "promotion of 
co-operation for the elaboration of integrated long-term 
plans, including the harmonization of the long-term plans 
of the member countries sharing transboundary river basins 
and coastal areas". In this respect priority is to be 
given to technical and economic rather than legal aspects. 
The Senior Advisers on Environmental Problems will also be 
informed on this project. 

16.3.2. Protection of the marine environment, in 
particular of the Nedi terrane an Sea, from 
pollutants emanating from land-based sources 

Description: As a follow-up to the seminar on the 
protection of coastal waters against pollution from land­
based sources, held in Lisbon in 1975, the Committee will 
continue to consider these matters in order to promote 
interne.tional co-operation in this particular field and 
stands ready to consider any request for assistance in 
the l<ork that is going on. 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

cont. 

y This work area contains projects of which some aspects are also of 
interest to the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. 
Arrangements will be made, as appropriate, for co-operation with the Senior 
Advisers, in order to avoid any unnecessary duplication. 
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Estimated Estime.ted 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

Method of work: The Committee will consider at its ninth 
session a report prepared by the secretariat on possible 
future co-operation with UNEP in this field. 

16.3.3. Unified methods for establishing standards of 
water guality 

Description: The Committee will review and compare 
methods used in ECE countries for developing, establishing 
and implementing water quality standards, effluent standards 
or limitations, and drinking water standards, in order to 
gain information and to explore the feasibility of 
establishing a certain harmonization and integration of 
these standards at an international level. 

Method of work: The Committee will undertal'e a study, 
using as background information the report on "Examination 
of the methods of establishing national protection standards 
for major water pollutants", prepared under the auspices of 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems. The delegation from Hungary will prepare a 
questionnaire on this subject for consideration by the 
fifth session of the Group of Experts on Aspects of Water 
Quality and Quantity. 

16.3.4. Criteria and methods for evaluating and comparing 
various technical and economic measures and their 
potential effectiveness in achieving reguired 
water guali ty 

Description: The Co.mmi ttee will review the various 
technical and economic measures used by ECE Governments in 
water pollution prevention and control in order to provide 
policy- and decision-mal<ers with some guidance for assessment 
of the effectiveness of these measures in achieving the 
water qudi ty required. 

Method of worl<: [To be completed by the ninth session 
of the Committee] 

16.3.5. Methods for estimating the damage caused by water 
pollution as well as the economic benefits of 
recreation and amenities associated with fresh 
inlapd wa t~ 

Description: The Committee will consider methods for 
estimating the economic impact of ,.,ater pollution from 
different sources, including dispersed sources of pollution, 
as well as the economic benefits associated with fresh 
inland 'daters, in order to provide ECE Governments with 
methods and criteria for the assessment of the consequences 
of economic activity and technological development in the 
water-related environment. 

cont. 

3 1979 

2 1979 



Method of work: LTo be completed by the Committee 
at its ninth session] 

16.3.6. Measures for efficient protection and improvement 
of the environment in water resources development 

Description: The Committee will review national policies 
for the protection and improvement of the environment in 
water resources development, paying particular attention 
to social considerations, in order to specify some 
environmental indicators and to mal{e recommendations to 
ECE Governments on concrete measures assuring an 
efficient protection of the environment in water resources 
development. 

Method of ,;ork: [To be 
its ninth session] 

completed by the Committee at 

16.3.7. ~.!PM up and operating of >tater quality 
monitoring devices with special regard to 
automatic alarm systems 

Description: The Committee will proceed with an exchange 
of information on available water quality monitoring 
devices, including records of operational experience, and 
>till consider the requirements of water quality monitoring 
stations in respect of their characteristics, location, 
density and frequency of observations, with particular 
reference to automatic alarm systems, in order to provide 
grounds for international co-operation in setting up and 
operating of international monitoring systems, including 
£,utomatic alarm systems for moni taring accidental pollution. 

Method of work: [To be completed by the Committee at 
its ninth session] 

WORK AREA 16.4: RESEARCH JJID DEVELOPMENT 

16.4.1. Application of systems analysis in tlater 
resources management 

Description: The Committee will revie>< present know-how 
in the application of systems analysis in water resources 
management, emphasizing the practical rather than 
theoretical aspects, in order to promote good decision­
malcing in water man~~ment through a more extensive use 
of these mathematical tools. 

Method of work: The Committee, at its seventh session, 
entrusted a task force of government rapporteurs ><i th the 
preparation of a report on this subject. 
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(in years) 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Estimated 
termination 

year 
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Estimated Estimated 
duration termination 
(in years) year 

16.4.2. ~futhods of assessment of fresh water resources 
end the improvement of their utilization, in 
particular by develcpj.ng methods of production 
which are less polluting and lead to less 
consumption of fresh ~rater 

Description: The Committee will revieu and consider 
methods for assessing fresh vTater resources, as uell as 
vTays of improving their utilization, through inter alia 
administrative control systems supported by appropriate 
legislation, water pricing, and the development of 
convenient, reliable and inexpensive devices for water 
use, in order to malte recommendations to ECE Governments 
regarding the proper and economic use of available water 
resources, giving consideration not only to increasing 
cost efficiency but also to ensuring optimum social 
benefits from ;mter resources savings. 

Hethod of work: The Committee will organize a seminar 
on this subject in 1979 and a preparatOT'J meeting uill 
be convened in 1978 to formulate the programme of the 
seminar. 

16.4.3. Techniques and means for industrial and municipal 
sewage effluent purification 

Description: The Co.mmi ttee will review and consider the 
present techniques of purification of municipal and 
industrial effluents in order to promote the application 
of advanced technologies as well as to make recommendations 
on methods and criteria for the optimization of waste 
water treatment. 

Method of work: [To be completed by the Committee at 
its ninth session] 

16.4.4. Teclnligues for the prevention of pollution 
arising from agricultural and animal husbandry 

Description: As a follow-up to the seminar on the pollution 
of waters by agriculture and forestry, held in 1973, the 
Committee uill review techniques for the prevention of 
pollution originating from agricultural animal production 
and for protection against pollution from cattle breeding, 
in order to promote research efforts among ECE Governments 
for the control of this important source of water pollution. 

Method of uork: Tl1e Committee will organize a seminar in 
1981 on this subject jointly vrith the Committee on 
Agricultural Problems. A preparatory meeting will be 
convened in 1980 to formulate the programme of the seminar. 

2 1979 

3 1980 

2 1981 



16.4.5. Re-use of river water and use of troated 
domestic sewage 

Description: The Committee ~Till review the present 
situation as far as the re-use of river water and the 
use of treated domestic sewage for other purposes is 
concerned, in order to establish guidelines and promote 
joint research among ECE Governments for a more rational 
(economically and socially efficient) use of available 
water resources. 

Method of work: [To 
its ninth session] 

be completed by the Committee at 
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Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

3 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

1983 
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