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NOTE 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures. 
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covering the period from 25 April 1975 to 9 April 1976 

INTRODUCTIOn 
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1. The present Annual Report of the Economic Commission for Europe (JllCE), l'rhich 
covers the period 25 April 1975 to 9 April 1976 inclusive, was adopted unanimously 
by the Commission at the tuelfth meeting of its thirty-first session on 
9 April 1976. It is presented to the Economic and Social Council for considaration 
at its sixty-first session in accordance with paragraph 6 of the Commission's teDms 
of reference, which states: "The Commission shall submit to the Council a full 
report on its activities and plans, including tboee of any subsidiar,y bodies, once 
a year ••• ". 11 

PAR.r I 

MATTERS THAT REQUIRE l~C'UON BY, OR ARE BROUGirr TO 
THE ATTENTION OF, '.rHEl ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

2. At its twelfth meeting held on 9 .Apx·il 1976, the Commission approwd the 
following draft decision for submission to the Economic and Social Council for 
action: 

The Economic and Social Council 

1. Takes note of the Annual Report of the Economic Commission for Europe for 
the period 25 April 1975 to 9 April 1976, of the views expressed during 
the discussion in the Commission, and of the resolutions and other 
decisions adopted by the Commission at its thirty-first session contained 
ill Part IV of that Report; 

2. Decides to endorse the programme of '\'rork and priori ties contained in 
Parts V and VI of the Report. 

11 For the Report of the thirtieth session, see Official Records of the 
Economic and Social Cotmcil, fifty-ninth session, Supplement No. 8 (E/5651). For a 
complete list of all the previous reports of the Commission to the Economic and 
Social Council, see footnote to paragraph 1 of the Re~rt of the twenty-ninth session 
(E/5470). 

GE.76-44495 
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PART II 

HORK Ol? THJ] CONiviiSSIOH SINCE THE THIRTIETH SESSIOH 

A. Activities of subsidia~ bodies 

3. ~be list of meetings of the Commission's subsidiary bodies held in 1975/76 can 
be found in Annex I of ·this lleport. It contains the dates of the meetings, the 
names of the officers and the symbols of the reports adopted. 'r.hese reports cr!ve 
a full account of discussions held and record the agreements reached and decisions 
truten. The reports of the Commission's Principal Subsidiary Bodies contain in 
addition the short- and long-term pl~grammes of work adopted by these bodies; these 
programmes have been incorporated in the Uommiss!on 1 s programme of work and 
priori ties for 1976/77 a.nc1 its loncr-term programme of uork and priori ties for 
1977-1981 pursuant to operative paragraph 4(b) of Commission resolution 5 (XXIV) 
(see Parts V and VI of this Report). 

D. Other activities 

4. Pursuant to the relevant reoolutions and decisions of the Commission, the 
Executive Secretary has submitted to the thirty-first session a number of reports 
on the i'IOrk done on projects included in ce.tegory 01. of the Commission's programmes 
of work, i.e. those carried out under the direct authority of the Commission itself. 
A list of these reports and an appropriate reference to the symbols of the relevant 
documents can be found under the relevant items of the Commission's agenda 
(see Part III B, belou). 

5. During the period under revieu the Mcrotariat serviced the session of the 
Commission, the meetings of its subsidiary bodies as well as special meetings held 
under ECE auspices. The publication of periodic surveys end reviews, !ncludin5 the 
annual Economic Survey oU'!I'O:ee, the Economic Bulletin Jor Europe, and a series of 
specialized statistical bulletins, covering general energy, coal, electric power, 
gas, housing and building, steel, engineering, chemicals, timber and transport, as 
well as the issuance of monthly and weekly statistical indicators of short-term 
economic changes in ECE countriee, ;.;as continued. A description of the '\'Tork being 
carried out by the secretariat on behalf of and on the author! "o/ of the Counnission 
is contained in the programme of i·rorl:: and priori tieo for 1976/77 and the lona-term 
programme of work aud priorities for 1977-1981 (uee Parts V and VI of this Report). 
The secretariat of the Commissio11 maintained close and regular liaison with the 
s~cretariat at United ITations Headquarters and co-operated with the Department of 
:Gconomic and Social Affairs, as lTeJ.l as i·Ti th other units of the United !'rations 
Secretariat, on projects of common interest. 

C. Co-operation with other international organizations 

6. In a Note submitted to the thirty-first session (E/ECE/896) the Executive 
Secretary described the co-operation of the Commission and its secretariat with 
United Nations specialized agencies and other international organizations as well 
as vri th their secretariats. 
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1. 1lhe thirty-first session of the Commission vtas held from 30 ~larch to 9 April 1976. 
At the opening of the secsion on 30 Harch 1976, the Commission heard statements by 
the outgoing Chairman, Hr. Jeno Boycsen, by the Director-General of the 
United ITa tiona Office in Goneva, Nr. \limJpearo-Guicciardi, \>Tho conveyed a meosage 
from the Secretary-General of the Ur.ited Hntions, and the opening statement by the 
Executive Secretary of tho Commission, Hr. Janez Gtanovnilc. .At its ninth meeting, 
on 5 April, the Commission i·ms addressed by Hr. Gabriel van Laethem, 
Under-Secl~etary-Gen:.,ral fo:c Econornic ancl Social Affairs of the United Hations. 

8. The thirty-first session \>re.s attended by representatives from Albania; 
Austria; Belgium; Bulgfl.rieq Byelorussian Soviet Socialist RepubJ.:i o; Canc.do.; 
Cyprus; c~~:~ohoalovakia; Denmal~lq FinJ.and; 1Prc,nce; German Demo ora tic Hepublic; 
Germany, :B'ederal Republic of; Greece; HL1ngary; Iceland; Ireland; Italyi 
Lu.xembourc:n Nal ta; He·therlands; Horv1ay; Poland; Portugal; Romania; ::Jl1;,;1.in ~ 
~Meden; S>·Ti tzerland; Turkey; Ukrainian Loviet Socialist Repi..1.blic ; Union of 
3oviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northel"'l1 Ireland; 
United Sta tea of America; Yugosl~.via. 

9. Represen ta ti ves of the Holy See and of :rJiechtenstein participated 1.mder 
Article 8 of the Commission's terms of reference (see also paragraphs 307 and 3C8 
belo"'). 

10. Representcti ves of Arcrentina and Israel particirn>ted under Article 11 of the 
Commission's terms of reference. 

11. Re~resentatives of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(Ull'CTAD), of the United lil'a tions JJnviron:ment Pros·rrunme (Ul'IEP), of the ilorld I;'ood 
Council (v~), of the United Nations D~velopment Programme (UNDP), of the 
United Nations Institute for '2raining and Research (UUITAR) and of the follo,·T:i.ne· 
specialized agencies and oth":;.' intergovernmental organizations 1vere in attendance~ 
International Labour Organisation (IJ~O); Fbod and Agricultural Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO); United Uations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO); Uorld Health Organization (i!HO); International Monetary 
Fund (n1F); Inter-GO"'rernmental Haritime Consultative Organization (TI·ICO); 
International Atomic Ener{;,.ry .Agtmcy (IAEA); GenGral l~reement on Tariffs anc1 IJ.1rade 
(GATT); Council :for Hutual Economic Assistance (CivlE.A); European Economic 
Community (EEC); vlorld Tourism Organization (\!TO). 

12. The following non-governmental organizations 1·rere represented; Intel"'l'lational 
Chamber of CommGrce; IntGrnational Cunfedere:tion of F:..·ee Trade Unions7 Uorld 
Federation of Trade Unionsl International Bar Assooiation, International IJaw 
Association; International Organization for Stande,rdization; Internation:".l 
Electrotecl1nical Commission; and Sierra Club. 

13. Also present at the invitat:Lon of the secretariat 'HGre reprer;entatives of the 
Secretariats of the Council of Europe and of the European Free Trade Association 
(EFTA). 
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14. At its first mc0t.ing, the Uor,1r.1ission tmanimously Glected Hr. Gerhard HcJm 
(German IJemocr~~tic llGpubl.ic) Uhc'.irmM, antll'~Ir. Co::.."'neJ.io Sonuna.rug11 (G,dtzerland) 
Vice-Chai:i:man of the CommisGion. 

15. 'l'he Commission ur1animoualy 0lcctecl Hr. 11udolf Nartins (Austria) Chairman of the 
f) sDional Committee, and Hr. E. Donev (Bulgaria) Vice-Chairman of the :JGssiono,l 
Committee. 

16. Nr. V.I. Louldanovitch (Dyo1oruosian GSR) and IIr. :D',\1. Ueisglas (Netherlands) 
uere appointed Rapporteuro. 

l7. 'J:he Conunission decided to pass to the Sessional Conuni ttee, in addition to 
ae;enda i tern 4(c) - i'/ork of bhe Principal Sub::,idi~ry Bodies of the Conunission - tho 
follo'l:ling agenda i tm11s for preliminary conoirlcra tions: 

10 

Ji:nergy problems in the DCE reg·ion ( Conunicsion decision P (XXX)) 
8tMdardization (C!ommi::.:oion decioion G (.x:.;::x)) 

- Automation (Conuninr;:i.on d wisi011. ii (x.x::;~)) 
- Engineering induotrieo (Commiouion decidon I (:XXX)) 

ilyr.aposium. on thG Plo.nninG and Development of' the 'lbtU'ist Indu:.:::tr:J" in 
the BGE rec;ion (Conm1isoion decision J (XXX)) 

- IJrogramme of llork and Priorities for 1976/77 an.d Long-IJ.1crm Procrramrne of 
Hark and Priori ties for 1977-1981. 

18. The :3essional Comnit~eo met frau )U IIarch to 7 April 1976. 

19. 'lhe account of consic1erntion by the Secsional Committee of item 4(c) can be 
found in paragraphs 30 to ~~19 belou. '.J:lhe occotmt of the discussions on those items 
uhich hc,d been asoiBnecl to tho s donal Con1mi ttoo for prcl:i.1:1inary conside::..'a tion as 
referred to in para3raph 17 above$ are cont<1..i.ned in paragr'c?,phs 24:'-292 ancl 299-301 
below. For the recommendations of the Seo:;::ionaJ. C!ommittee to the l'lenary and the 
action taJ.::em by the Conuni[:sion on t:1esc recommenc1atiol:..s~ see paragraphs 293 to 297 
belov. 

B. bKGll;.~ 

20. 'rhe Commission hac1 !)(~fore it the provisional agencla (:8/ECE/890/H.ev.l). At its 
first meeting, the Commission a<lo~)tod this agenc1e. uhich readu as follous: 

1. Adoption of the A~onc1a 

2. Election of Officers 

3. Rcvieu of the economic situation in :'~uro:!?e 
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4. \Tarle of the Commission as a l·thole, includine,·: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

The Commission's activities o..nd impl<>mento.tion of 
priori ties in 1975 (Commission resolution 2 (XXV)) 

Conc<mtration and integration of Comm:tcsion's 
procrrc.mmes of wo::d~ (Commission :Ct3solution 1 (.XXX)) 

ilork of the Princil')EI.l Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Commission 

Developmen·t; and international economic co-opera·l;ion 
(General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII)) 

Resolutions bea.ring on the work of the Commisoion 
adopted by the .Gconomic and Social Cot:noil and the 
General Assembly 

Commission's contribu·liion to the UnitGd Nations 
programmes designed to assist lese-developed countries 

Co-operation u:!..th other interno.tional organizc..tions 

I:/5701 
. ,· IPC"'/909 J.'4f.l.;i J.:J 

page 5 

EjECE/092 

E IPC''" /.09." :. J l:.Jt• ") 

5. Economic Commission for Europe and the lPinal Act of the 
Conference on Security and Co--operation in :l!.'\trope -
objectives of the Commission in the implementation of the 
decisions of the Final Act of the CSCE (item proposed by 
the Government of Yugoslavia) E/ECE/906 

6. The role of the Econon1ic Commission :for i:.\1rope in the light 
of the implementation of the Final Act of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Em·ope (i tom propocod by 
the Gove:rnraent of l"oland) E/ECE/907 

1/ Under this a,crenda st~-item, the Commission had before it the following 
documentation; 

Committee on Agricultttral Problems 
Chemical Industry Con1mi ttee 
Coal Committee 
Conference of European Statisticians 
Senior Advisers to liJCE Governments on Environmonte.l Problems 
Committee on Electric Power 
Committee on Gac 
Committee on Housing, J3uilding and Planning 
Inland ~}re.nsport Commi tteG 
Senior Advisers to ECE Gover~1ll1ento on Science <'.nd 'hchnology 
Senior Economic Advisers -lio ECE Governments 
Steel Commi t·coe 
Timber Committee 
Commi ttoe on '•later Problems 

ECE/!1-GRI/21 
IJCJ~/CIIDI/11 
~C.G/ COAL 114 
ECE/C:SS/6 
ECEj.e,··· .. 'iT. V /13 
BCIJ/JP/17 
ECIJ/GAS/21 
ECE/H:Bl/13 
J~GE/TillJTS /18 
ECE/SC. 'l'.CCH/8 
.'.;CE/EC.AD/12 
l.!CE/O'l'EEL/}.3 
EC:Cj'i'TI I/7 
171c···,. A r .. 'll1·i'R!'l'1 J.:.J .J..J/ \1.1..\. ..u t;;.. 
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1· 

8. 

Holding of aU-Duropl'an cone;-reso\3o on questions of 
co-operation in the fic:JlCI of protection of the 
onvironmont, development of t;rarwport nllcl -tha eneray 
:-;o•.momy (i tern proposed by th8 Government of the USSII.) 

The future a.ctivitieo of the Commission 
(c . . 1 t• 1"'1 (""")' ,omm.lsS.lon reso .. u ·.1on '- •\..1\J• ; 

9. Follovr-up action on the relevant Commission resolu"bions 
and decisions: 

10. 

(e.) Development of trc:,,de (Commission cl.ocisio:1 D (XXX)) 

(b) 

(c) 

Industri2.l co-operc:tion (Commiooion decision E (XXX)) 

Enersy pro blem::J in the ECE re[~ion 
(Commission dec:Lcion P (XXX)) 

({1) Standarclizntion (Commission decision G (XX..>{)) 

(e) Automation (Commiosion decision H (XXX)) 

(f) :&1.gineering industries (Commission decision I (XXX)) 

(g) Symposium on "the Planning am1 Development of the 
Tourist Induc·~xy in the EOE Ilegion (Commiosion 
d . . J ( '""' ) ' ec.lS.lOn """''""'" ) 

Programme of \vorl;: and priori tic:> for 1976/77 and long-term 
progro.mme of work and prioritic~ for 1977-1981 

11. Other business 

12. Annual Report of the Commission to the Economic and 
Social Council 

c. Account of pr~c~~dings 

(Agenda i tGu 3) 

JJ/EC:U:/900 

Ej:l:JCli:j897 
ECE/TIU~DD/123 

E/I~Cl2l/890 

EjEClJjO 99 aml 
Add.l 

l.iJ/ECiil/901 Clnd 
Acld.l 

E/ECE/90) a.nd 
il.dd.l 

E/EC:C/902 

E/ECD/904 

E/I~C:C/905 and 
Add. J. 

21. For the discussion of this iten tho Commission had before it as backg:rouncl 
doc1..unents the Economiq_,Jl."L"g;_ve,;y _of E.,1..1,l'_ope ip._ 197_tb Part II (lJost-war demograJ(hic 
trends in E1.1l'Ope and the outlook until the year 2000, 3!:',les No. 75. II.E.l6) and the 
~re-publi~~ ti.on text o:f the, ~S.~f1 .. 2!.ll.iC .l'3~ve;;L .Of :i~'lll'OJ28. in 191.2. (l'he Eu:rop7an Economy 
~n 1975, ECE(XXXI)/1 and A('c1.1 1 • '011e chscuss.1on vas 1ntroduced by the D~rcctor of 
the General Economic J,nalyElis Division, uho conunel1"~ed upon recently obto.ined economic 
infcnnation and outlined the major economic problems facing the Governmcn·ts of the 
:COE region. 
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22. Delegates described the economic developments in their respective countries ~d 
the economic policies 1rhich 1·rere being pursued. .A number of delegates submitted 
additional information in the form of special reports or recently published 
assessments. 

23. 'r.here was agreement among the delegations from the developed marl:et economies 
that an economic recovery Haa presently under ''ay. Some countries were confident 
that a period of sustained grO'\.rth had already started. Other countries were more 
cautious in their appraisal. It 1'1'as pointed ot~t that structural factors might 
impede a rapid transition to louer unemployment. Intel•national monetary developments 
lrere also a matter of concern. 

24. The delegations from the socialist countrica and of ~reA emphasized the cteady 
and high economic growth achieved in 1975 as well as in the period of the last 
five-year plan ''l'hich ended in 1975. 1fuey pointed out that this achievement had 
been combined 'Vti th stable prices and the fulfilment of social aims. 1lhey had, 
however, been affected to some extent by the recession in the developed market 
economies, particularly with l'ecard to their e::::porta. Promotion of international 
trade was vie,'l'ed as csso:1tie.l fol' c:.:outh and in the interest of all cot.u1tries. 

25. Several delegations dre,·r attention to the need for international co-opel•ation 
to overcome present difficulties. Such co-operation should t~ce into particular 
consideration the problems of the member countries of the ECE which ,.,ere developing 
from the economic point of viel'l', as uell as of the developing cot.u'ltries outside the 
region. 

26. The delegation of Poland C0!11lllented upon the demographic study tmdertalcen by 
the secretariat and suggested a follOi'l'-up, e.g. with regard to the implications for 
the labour force and to social developments; such an orientation of the l·rorl: '"oulcl 
be in the spirit of the 11'inal Act. 

27. 'E.he delegation of Romania considered it necessarJ to change tho procedure of 
preparing the Economic. Survey of ~oa in tiro parts: east and "Vrest. .Accordina to 
the principles and spirit of the Final Act of the CSCE, Europe should be rega1~ed 
as one entity and the Survey had to contribute fully in this respect. 

1Vorl~t_~2l!ll!l..lli.ion as a ,.,hol~ 
(!.~.genda. i tern. 4) 

28. The discussion of this item ''~'hj.ch took place in the P1 enarJ included the 
consideration of the follmving sub-items: 

(a) 

(b) 

(d) 

(e) 

Commission's activities and implementation of priorities in 1975 

Concentration and integration of Commission's programmes of \'TOiii: 

Development and international economic co-operation (General Assembly 
resolution 3362 (S-VII)) 

Resolutions bearing on the uork of the Commission adopted by the :economic and 
Social Council and the General Aosembly 

1/ See E/illCE(XXXI)/SR.2 to 5 and 11. 
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(f) Commission's contribution to the United lTations programmes designed to assist 
less-Aoveloped countries 

(g) Co-operation 'dth other international organizations. 

Agenda sub-i tom ~· (c) - \fork of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies - uas alloca. tec1 to 
the f-lessional Committee for consideration (see pc.>.ragraph 80 belo\-r). 

29. The Commission had before it the following documentation: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

for agenda sub-item 4(a): the Executive Secretary's Report on the 
Commission's activities and implementation of priorities in 1975 
(E/ECE/891), lThich lmo p:t.•opared p'LU'suant to Commission resolution 2 (XXX) 
and vthich revieued the activities of the Commission and its Principal 
Subsidiary llodies in the course of the past year. 

for agenda sub-i tern 4(b): the Exocuti ve Secretary 1 s Report on the 
concentration and integration of Commiasion'c programmes of 'rorl::: 
(E/ECE/092) prepared purcuant to Commission resolution 1 (~ex). In 
this Report the Executive Secl~etary gave an account of the action taken 
during the pact year by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies and by the 
secretariat in respect of concentl~ati0!1 e..nd integration of the 
Commission's prOCJT0J!IIl1es of l'TOl~l: and priorities. Pu:rsuant to operative 
paragraph 5 of Commission resolution 1 (AXX), the llbcecuti ve Secretary also 
included in ·chis report his suggestions for improving the me-thods of ,.,ork 
and co-ordination fm1ctions of the Sessional Committee. 

for agenda sub-item 4(d): the Executive Secretary's Note on development 
and international economic co-operation (General Assembly 
resolution 3362 ( 3-VII)) (E/JJCE/893). 

for agenda sub-item4(e): the E:xecutive Secreta;,.~ 1 s Note on resolutions 
bearing on the uol~k of the Commission o:1.do:pted by the Economic and Social 
Co1.u1cil and the General Assembly (E/lS;CD/894). 

for agenda sub-item 4(f): the Executive Secretary's lTote on the 
Uommission's contribution to tho United nations programmes desiened to 
assist less-developed countries (E/ECE/895). 

for agenda sub-i toi"l 4 (g): the E:cecuti ve Secretary 1 s liote on co-operation 
l.rith other internationo.l organizations (E/ECE/896). 

)0, Delegations p;;.rticipatin:3· in the general c1iocussion stressed the paramount 
importance of the current thirty-first neosion. 'lnia session, 'llrhioh '"as being held 
against the background of profo'Lmd chc:-..llG'e in the economic situation of the worlc1 
and more particularly of the region, vas ~~he first held by the Commission after the 
signature, on 1 August 1975, of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in El..l.ropc (CSC:C), an event uhich, in the YiClv of many delegations, 
represented a landma:ck in the c1evelopment of co-o~lG:Cation vri thin the region among 
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countries with different economic and soci~l systems and one of the greatest 
significance for the Commission. They note<l Hith satisfaction that the successful 
conclusion of the CSCE had opened up novr and \·rider possibilities of co-operation 
among member countries of the ECE region in the fields of trade, industry, science 
and technology, environment and other areas of economic activitiy. They referred 
to that part of the JJ'inal lict in ~·rhich participating S·~ates had expJ.~essed ·~l1c vtish 
to take advantage of the possibilities offeretl in partic1..1.lar by the ECE for ei ving 
effect to the provisions of the Final Act of tho Conference. ~1ey expressed their 
conviction that the Conunission, in vieu of its lonrr c::perience and distinguished 
contribution to the development of mutually adventacreous economic co-operation 
~mong countries of the ECE reffion, was in a unique position to play a constructive 
role in implementing the relevant provisions of ·~he l:'ino.l Act. 

31. Delegations cited the beneficial effects uhich had already dcri ved from 
prov~s~ons of the Final Act in many interno.tional conferences as well as in tlw 
conclusion of important bilateral aareements bet\'reon ECE member cov.ntrios. 

32. '.rhe delegate of Alb(ll1ia stated that the Conference on Security an<l 
Co-operation in Europe had made no positive contribution in the area of economic 
and social co-operation, and rumov11ced that he uould vote against any draft resolution 
which referred to this Conference. 

33. Hany delegations stressed that the fu.ndamente,l orientation and objective of the 
Commission to further east-ues·~ co-operation amo11ff its member countries should 
remain unchan~ed. 

34. The delegation of Romania stated that the implementation of the Final Act of 
the CSCE duly implied that the ECE uhoulcl reoriente,te its activities and proGTammes 
of work in order to contribute to overcome the ar·aficial division of Europe. 
Accordingly, Europe shotud be considered ao an entity composed of equal and sovereign 
states, irrespective of their poli UcaJ. and social systems. Heferences uere o.lso 
made to the Commission's contribution in the establishment of the Nov Iaternationc.l 
Economic Order. 

35. The delegation of Yugoslavia dre1r the Commission's attention to the inclusion 
at its request, of an i tern in the e.(3'enda of the C'Ll.rrent cession on the "Economic 
Commission for Europe anc.l the Final Act of the Conference on ~-ecuri ty and 
Co-operation in Europe - objectivGs of the Conm1ission in the implementation of the 
decisions of the Final Act of the CSCE11

• 'llJ:lis initiative vras designed to reflect 
the special role assigned to lilCE in the implementation of the Ii'inal Act. At the 
same time this delegation enphasized that it ~·rould i'Telcome any other development of 
intra-European co-operation aiming at the solution of ne't'T problems of conm1on 
concern in such fields as enerGY, environmen·li, etc. In its vieu any new action 
should in its implementation mal~e use of the multilateral machinery existing i'ri thin 
the United Nations, inclucling the ECE uhich had been repeatedly mentionetl in tho 
Final Act and which had acquired a rich e~:perience in the development of 
co-operation among ECE countries. 

36. 'lhe delegation of Poland drew the attention of the Commission to the inH:i.ative 
of its Government concerning the inclusion in the agenda of an item on 11 'l~1e role 
of the Economic Commission for Europe in tho licht o:f the implementation of the 
Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe 11 • 'l'h.is 
initiative had been prompted "by the fact that the Pinal Act provided for its 
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decisions to be talcen into acco1.mt c:nd implemented on a multilateral basic, 
inter alia, in the ECE frameHorl:::. In so doing, the signatories of the Final Act 
had recognized tho pattern of co-operation \'lhich had taken shape vTi thin the 
Commission in the course of almost three decades, i.e. co-operation bet1reen countries 
vdth different economic and social syctems. This delocation felt that it would be 
useful to strencrthen such co-operation in the future ncti vi ties of ·the Commission 
and e:xprcsscd the hope that the o::change of viewo during this session twuld bring 
out the precise scope of the tasks to be l:'.ccomplished by ECE in this field. 

37. The inclusion in the agenda of the tuo i terns proposed by the Governments of 
Yugoslavia and Polend, respectively, lias considered by many delegationEJ as 
reflecting the importance of the role played by ECD in the implement~tion of the 
provisions of the Final Act. The Commission vras also reminded of the need to bear 
in mind, l-Then discussing its future activities, that the results of the uork done 
in implementing the ralevant provisions of the Final Act i·rould be co11sidercd by 
the follOir-up Conference to be held in Bel(p.•ade, in June 1977, and that it uo'l.t..ld bo 
valuable for the Conui.lission to be able to point to some tangible resul to in opecific 
fields by that time. 

38. 'fue proposal put foruard by the U3SH delegation in a separate i tom of the 
agenda for the holding of all-European congre::~ses on questions of co-operation in the 
fields of environment, development of transport and the energy economy (see 
paragraphs 65-72 belcH), uas also commented upon by clclegations participating in the 
general discussion. The need to continue the .momentum of CSCE implementation in 
these fields was generally recog11ized. A number of deleaations pointed out that 
the holding of such congresses or intergove:rnm'Jntal meetings represented a direct 
follow-up of the CSCE and t•rould contribute to the strengthening of international 
security and peaceful co-operation. 1he delegation of Homania, supporting the 
idea of holding all-European congresses on tho matters ~)reposed by the USSR, 
stressed that these meetings ohotud be organized on the basis of the principles and 
rRles of proced'l.lre of the CSCE. After emphasizing tl1at the Final Act recoanized 
that the Economic Commission for L'l.lrOpe was particularly qualified in those three 
sectors, the representative of Luxembourg, speclcing on behalf of the European 
Economic Community, consio.ered that, after taldng note of the future l·rork of the 
Co~nission's competent bodies and all the information which would have been collected 
in preparation for the Belcrrade meeting, Governments v10uld be in a position to decide 
whether, vri th c, viovr to col'ltinui11g oul tilatera.l co-operation in those three fields 
and possibly going even further than the l!'inal Act, G'l.lCh co-operation chouJ.c1 be 
undertaken ui thin the frameHork of the proGr:::r.unG of uorlc and in accordance with the 
Co~nission 1 s usual practice or -vrhether - if prefera.'.:lle and acceptable to all 
Governments - other procedtlres should be adopted. He hoped that, in the meantime, 
the secretariat and the Commission's competent bodies vtould endeavour to prcn;1ote 
co-operation betv;een Hember States of -bhc region i'li th c. vie\·T to the protec bien of 
the environment, the c1evelopment of trannport and the more rational use of their 
energy resources. fi1e United States delegate, in his co[unents on the proposal of 
the USSR, agreed with the Soviet Union that ·there 11as a need to continue the 
moment'I.1Ill of CSCE implemente.tion in these, ao in all, fields. He maintained that 
the best u2.y to achieve this objective in the ECE uas through the adoption and 
e:>:ecution of a J.imi ted number of opccific and action-oriented projects. His 
Government believed the DCE oommi ttec otructurc ll!:'.s fully adequate for implementation 
over the ne::t year of tl10se particular projects deemed ·to be of greatest interest. 
He emphasized that the greatest hope for :.:.:c::J-\ride co-operation lay in effecting the 
meticulol's intc.:;ration of the relew1.nt provisions of the CSCE Final A::;t ui thin the 
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ECE structure and work programe. His delegation seriously doubted that the type 
of general conference proposed by the USSU \rould yield the concrete rcsul ts it ue.s 
believed all CSCE countries \·rould like to achieve. He so.dded that the CSCE Final Act 
did not provide for such conference, and to take a decision on them in the context 
of the ECE would not be appropriate before the 1977 Belgrade follow-up conference. 
vlhile unable to endorse the Soviet proposals, his delegation was ready to consider 
at this session all of the Soviet ideas vthich could be incorporated in the 
Commission's work programme. 

39. Delegations participating in this discussion made favourable comments on the 
E;,:ecutive Secretary's Report EjECE/900 on the future activities of the Commission. 
It was noted that this report provided a constructive basis for the adaptation of 
the Commission's work programmes in response to those provisions contained in the 
Final Act of the CSCE uhich could l>e implemented i·ri thin the ECE framei'Tork. It >vas 
noi·T the responsibility of member Governments to make their viel'rs lcnoun and to guide 
the Comission in adapting its a.cti vi ties. Many del ega tiona expected that in ·the 
light of the topics listed in the .AnneJ:es to the E::ecuti ve Secretary r s report a 
policy guidance would emerge; these delegations urged that doctunent Ejr:CE/900, 
together l'Ti th the commcn"tz made thereon during the present session, be tranomi ttod 
to the relevant Principal Dubsidiary Bodies which should be directed by them in 
completing the elaboration of their respective progrrunmes of l'rorlc. Several 
delegations stated that in this process of adaptation of its work progro;.mme, the 
Commission should be careful not to overt~~ its resources and that the adoption of 
nei•T projects should be accompanied by the termination of projects of lessen• 
importance. 

40. Several delegations expressed oatiofe.ction over the efforts made by tho 
Iilxecutive S·:;cretary to rationalize and integ·rate the ECJJ programme of vtork anc1 to 
reinforoe contact and co-operation vii th other international bodies. They stressed 
the need for strengthening the policy-m~:ing and co-ordinating ftu1ctions of the 
Commission, thus enabling it to play a more active role in providing guidance to 
its Principal Subsidia~J Dodies and to evaluate systematically the effectiveness of 
the work done. 

41. l:Iany delegations empho.sized that the main objective of the ECE must be as in 
the past the promotion of' broC~.d mutually beneficial economic co-operation in the 
ECE region and above all co-operation e.mong comtries Hi th different economic and 
social systems. Several recognized that increased attention should be paid to 
problems of member countries of the ECE i'Thich uere developing from tho economic 
point of vievr as '"ell as the developing countries throughout the vrorld. The 
delegation of Romania e:xpreosed the vieu that procedures based on the existence of 
blocs of countries \vere obsolete and should be discontinued. 

42. Delegations generally e:xpreosod the vio11 that the basic orientation of tho 
vrork of ECE which included the fo'\.'!r main priority areas defined by the Commission 
at its t\'TEmty-fourth session in 1969, should be retained. A number of delegations 
stressed that these pl~iorities should not be applied too rigidly and that e.ctivities 
should be developed further in EJuch important arens as indust~r, energ:;r, trru1sport 
and statistics. 

43. The prominence given to long-term economic forecasting in document E/ECD/900, 
especially to the elaboration of r.n Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE rerrion 
up to 1990 (OEP), was the subject of fnvo'ltrable commentc by a number of delecrations. 
'lbe relevance of this vrork to General ArJsembly resolution 35C8 (XXX) proposed by 
the p,-,lish Government on ''e::amination of long-term trends in the economic development 
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of the regions of the uorld 11 1ras particuJ.P,rly stressed. Some delegations favoured 
associating the Principal Subsidiary Bodies "~>1i th the elaboration of the OEP. 
Other delegations, \'lhile agreeing that the OBP 'toJ'aS a very important element in the 
'trork of the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments, observed that it should 
not become the :focus of the activities of all subsidiary bodies nor require excessive 
input from them. 

44. Among the main priority areas in the Commission's work, the importance of the 
development of trade, tocrether with industrial co-operation, was stressed by many 
delegations which felt that this constituted the most efficient instrument of 
east-west co-operation. The view was e~:pressed that the Commission should continue 
to devote adequate attention to the questions of trade policy while pursuing 
vigourously its '1-tork on the more prz,ctical aopccts of trade. 

45. The value of the i-rork accomplished '\'·Ti thin the :framei·rork of ECE on scientific 
and technological co-operation was stressed by a number of delegations. It i1as 
also felt that the potentialities of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Science and Technology i·tere not fully utilized and the vie"' vras expressed that their 
activities should be concentrated on the solution of topical questions of 
scientific and technological co-operation, taking into account the conclusions of 
the CSCE and the need to develop east-'toJ"est co-operation. Several delegations 
advocated closer co-operation between the Senior Advisers and the other 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies in tackling scientific and technological problems of 
an inter-disciplinary nature. 

46. The seriousness of the problems pos€ld by the protection of the environment 
was stressed by many delegations. ~be activities of the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Goverr.1.1nents on Environmental Problemo '\'tere commented favourably. It was suggested 
that the ECE should give the greatest attention to the technical and economic 
aspects of the protection of the air, >·rater and soil against pollution and that 
tho Senior lu.Lvisers shot,_ld collaborate closely with other Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies in considering specific aspects of these multi-disciplinary problems. 

47. \'lith reference to the suggestions made by the Eb:ecuti ve Secretary in his 
report E/ECE/900 in respect of work in the field of energy, delegations eJ:pressed 
the vie'l-1 that these sue;ses·iiions should be carefully examined, bearing in mind both 
the importance of this sector and the role which the Commission could play. 

48. The significance of transport :for a free flm-1 of trade and the important role 
played by the ECE in the field of inland transport uas referred to by several 
delegations. 

49. 1lhe attention of the Commission i'las drawn by soma delegations to the broad 
possibilities of co-operation within ECE in the field of engineering industries. In 
their view this subject should no'l-1 be handled on a more systematic basis and "~>1i th 
the participation of a larger number of countries. To that effect these delee;ations 
suggested the creation of a permanent committee on engineering industries. 

50. 'l'he statistical ltorlc performed by the Conference of European Statisticians "~>ras 
considered by several speakers as most valuable. It 't·ras suggested that attention 
should be given not only to the 'trork on economic statistics but also to a greater 
extent to co-ordination· and development of social ste.tistics. 
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51. Many delegations referred to the problems of the developing countries 
throushout the world, including member countries of the ECE '\'thich were developing 
from the economic point of view. They noted the contribution made during the 
past year by the Commission and its subsidiary bodies to the United Nations 
programmes designed to assist those countries, as reported in the 
Executive Secretary's Note E/ECE/895· General agreement was expressed with the 
suggestions contained in the Executive Secretar.y 1 s reports E/ECE/900 and E/ECE/893 
to the effect that the Commission should pay increased attention to the problems 
of these countries and make an effective contribution to global efforts aimed at 
achieving a new pattern of international economic relations. Attention was drawn 
to the contribution made by ECE to the preparations for the United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements, HABITAT, which would open on 31 May 1976 in 
Vancouver (Canada). 

52. Many delegations referred to the special problems of the member countries of 
the ECE which were developing from the economic point of view. Attention was 
drawn to the impact of recent economic developments on the economy of those 
countries and in particular on their balance of payments. A number of 
delegations expressed their expectation that the Commission would devote greater 
attention to these problems in the light of the provisions of the Final Act of the 
CSCE. Some of them stated, however, that any change of the relevant terminology 
in ECE could not affect existing rights or obligations of member countries. 
Several delegations were of the opinion that the increased attention to be paid 
to the interest of those countries should in no way detract from the Commission's 
basic objective of furthering east-west co-operation. Some delegations pointed 
out that the problems of member countries of the ECE which were developing from 
the economic point of view, could be solved within the context of general problems 
of development of east-west co-operation. 

53. Delegations expressed their agreement with the suggestions contained in the 
Executive Secretar.y 1 a Note E/ECE/893 regarding the ECE contribution to the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII). They endorsed the 
strengthening of co-operation of the ECE secretariat with the secretariats of the 
other regional commissions as well as with other United Nations agencies in 
furthering the objectives of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly. 
They also wolcomed the growing participation of experts from many developing 
countries of the other regions in ECE seminars, symposia and other meetings of 
interest to them. It was suggested that this practice be extended so that the 
potential of ECE for this type of assistance to other regions be utilized to the 
full. 

54. Delegations referred to a number of resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council during the past year, as 
reported on in the Executive Secretary's Note E/ECE/894, and commented particularly 
on those decisions in which the regional commissions were asked to contribute to 
the execution of the global programmes of the United Nations. 

55, In connexion with the endorsement by the General Assembly of the ~/or.ld Plan 
of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's 
Year, the Commission heard a statement by Mrs. Helvi Sipila, United Nations 
Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. In 
her statement, Mrs. Sipila reforred to the objectives in the World Plan of Action 
which were relevant to the regional commissions. 
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56. A number of delegations referred with satisfaction to tho clos8 co-operation 
of the Commission and its secr0tariat with other international organizations and 
their secretariats as described in the Executive Secretary's Note E/ECE/896. The 
need to develop further this co-operation, in order to avoid any unnecessary 
duplicn. tion botween ECE and other organizations in related fields of work, we .. s 
repeatedly stressed. 

57. In their st8.temonts the repres.;mtativos of tho United Nations Environment 
Programme, UNESCO, the International Labour Organisation, the \<Torld Health 
Organization's Regional Office for Europe, the United Nations World Food Council, 
the World Tourism Organization and the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
informed tho Commission of their organizations' activities which worG of relGvance 
to ECE 1 s programmes of work, ruferr~d to spe~ific subjects on which their 
co-operation with ECE had taken place in thi.-3 past year and pledged their support 
to continue to further this co-operation in the future. 

58. At the and of tho discussion, responding to points raised by delegations, the 
Executive s~crotnry gave explanations concerning tho co-ordination of the 
activitivs of th~ Princip1:1l Subsidiary Bodies in connexion with the Overall 
Economie Perspoctivu and the use of extra-budg0t~ry funds in ECE. 

Economic Commission for Europe and the Final Act of the 
Confcroncu on Security and Co-operation in Europe -

ob,'ectiv-.;s of the Commission in the im lamentation of the 
decisions of the Final Act of tho CSCE it~m 

(Ag0nda item 5) 

59. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the 
communication received by the Executive Secretary from the Government of Yugoslavia 
on this matter (E/ECE/906), 

60. M 'St d0logations commented on this subject during the g(meral discussion 
under item 4. An account of their comments may be found in paragraphs 35 and 37 
above. 

61. In a statGment under item 5, the delegation of M91ta which had not taken the 
floor under item 4, joined the dGlogations which had reaffirmed the intentions 
expressed in the Firk"\.l Act of tho CSCE and which ho.d expressed the view that the 
Exacutivo Secretary's r.:::port E/ECE/S:OO on tho future activities of tho Commission 
would servo as a guideline to the Principal Subsidiary Bodies. This delegation 
gave its approval to the epproach in this document to tho problems ruised in the 
s~vonth Sp~cial Session of tho General Assembly. It drew attention to speci~l 
problems of island countries of Europe in such fields as electric power, water and 
agriculture; and expressed satisfaction with the support givon by some 
delegations with rogard to the proposed economic co-opera.tion in the Mediterranean. 
On tho follow-up action as envisaged in agenda item 7, the delegation of Malta 
looked with interest on the proposal but aw:::itod more details. It would take a 
positive attitude a.s long as the basis for agreement existed and as long as small 
countrios were not put at 2 disadvantage. 

l/ Seo E/ECE(XXXI)/SR.5. 
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62. A draft decision on encouragement of economic co-operation in the Mediterr~noan 
in the light of th~ Final Act of CSCE, submitted by tho delegation of Malta, was 
adopted by the Commission, at its twelfth meeting. Tho delegation of Albania 
was absent when this decision was adopted. (For tho text, see Pext IV, 
decision A(XXXI)). 

(Agen<h"l. i tam 6) 

63. For tho consideration of this item the Commission had before it the 
communication receivGd by the Executive Secretary from the Polish Government en 
this matter (E/ECE/907). 

64. Most delegations commented on this subject during the general dis,ussion 
under item 4. An account of the comments made me~ be found in the account of the 
general discussion under item 4, in paragraphs 36-37 above. 

(Agenda item 7) 

65. For the consideration of this item tho Commission had before it tho 
communication received by the Executive Secretary from the Government of the USSR 
on this matter (E/ECE/908). 

66. In introducing this discussion the USSR dulegation reminded the Commission 
that this item had been included in the agenda of the current session on the 
initiative of the USSR Government. Recalling the reference it had r,lready made to 
this proposal under item 4 and the refer0nces made by other delegations in their 
statements under that item, tho USSR delegation gave additional explanations 
concerning this suggestion which, in the view of the USSR Govcrncent, was aimed at 
giving practical effect to the relevp~t provisions and principles agreed upon in 
the Final Act of the CSCE, would continuo the momentum of the CSCE, and would 
strengthen th~ role of ECE in the implementation of the provisions of tho 
Final Act in fields which were definitely within the competence of the Commission. 
It explained further that the agenda for these congresses '\'Tould be forr.mlatcd 
taking into .:1ccount the proposals and views of all countries concerned :~nd that 
tho ECE secretariat mi5ht be asked, in consultation with member Governments, to 
prepare recommendations on pr~ctical questions concerning the implement~tion of 
the proposal. The facilities of the ECE would be usod in all the propa.rations 
for these meetings and the Commission would pFrticipate in the implementation of 
their decisions which would be reflected in the programmes of work of the ECE and 
its subsidiary bodies. In accordance with the wido scopo of the tusks assigned 

]} See E/ECE(XXXI)/SR. 5 

£/ See EjECE(XXXI)/SR.5 and 6. 
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to those muetingo, tho reprcsvntation at those meetings should be at a govcrnment~l 
level, which would ensuro the implementation of tho decisions worked out. In so 
far as a great number of scientists and experts would also participate, this foz~ 
of co-oporntion would be in full conformity with the provisions not only of the 
second section of the Fin0.1 Act of tho CSCE but also of its third section dealing 
wi·th co-opcre1-tion in humnnitarian fields. As r0gards the dates of those meetings, 
it would be desirable to hold them as soon as possible but they could be spro~d 
out over a. period of two or three years. Tho USSR dolegntion expressed its 
readiness to hold the congress on energy in the Soviet Union. 

67. A number of delegations acknowledged the great importance of the throe 
mentionud fields of co-operation and agreed upon the wish to intensify it. 

68. Several delegations including that of CMEA expressed great interest in tho 
proposal of the USSR and voicod their full support for this proposal. They 
pointed out that the congresses or intergovernmental conferences suggested on the 
USSR initiative, to be conv~ned after the Helsinki Conference and in implementation 
of the provisions of tho Final Act, could become a successful instrument for a 
comprohensive solution, in a concrete and pr~ctical mnnnor, of the problems of the 
environment, development of tre.nsport and energy, vital for o.ll countries in the 
ECE r~gion. They commended a ~namic approach to the implcmont~tion of the 
relevant provisions of tho Fi~~l Act reflected in the Soviet proposal and its full 
harmony with the spirit and letter of the Final Act and with the interests of 
developing economic co-operation. They also hold the viuw thPt the experience 
and possibilities of the ECE could be fully utilized in tho course of preparation 
and convening of thes8 congresses or intergovernmental conferences. 

69. Suggestions were made regarding tho questions which might be dealt with by 
the proposed conferences. A congress on energy might deal with problems involved 
in tho intcrconnexion of energy transmission systems, the establishment of an 
all-European transport system of anergy raw materials, the construction of major 
energy genorating complexes, joint research into now sources of energy as w~ll as 
tho achievement of increased energy savings. A congress on environmentnl 
problems could strive to elaborate legcl, economic, scientific ~nd technological 
foundations for the solution of the problem of transport of pollutants to the 
territoriGs of other countrios, tho question of pollution control in major 
industrial and urban a.gglomerations, protection of coastnl arer..s end w2.ter 
adjacent to thG continent o£ Europe, production and standardization of pollution 
abatement equipment, implications of abuse of fertilizers and pesticides in 
agriculture 2.nd davelopment of tochnologies assuring the reduction of onvironmcntal 
pollution. A congress devoted to the problems of transport could s00k to 
consider tho improvement of the European network of main tr~nsportation arteries, 
th~ dovolopment of high capacity rapid transport systems, tho construction of 
inland dcop nc.vigr:~tion waterways and the axpansion of shipping. 

70. Some delc;gations, while expressing the opinion the.t tho <:.reas suggested for 
discussion at the proposed conferences wore not the only ones in which progress 
should b3 made pursuant to the Final Act of th~ CSCE, welcomed th~ fact that thes0 
problems coincided with those covGrod by the Exocuti ve Secret~,ry in his roport 
(E/ECE/900). They indicct~d tho positive rJaction of their Governments to tho 
effect that the topics included in tho USSR proposal were, in their view, 
covering fields of major preoceupP.tion where intensified co-operation among all 
signatories of the Final Act would be welcomed. They expressed their satisfaction 
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that the proposal had been made within tho framework of ECE. These delegations 
suggested that the outcome of the Belgrade Conference should be aw~itod beforo 
deciding on any machiner,y for the implementation of tho provisions of tho 
Final Act. In the meantime, tho Executive Secretary could be asked to study and 
report on the topics to be dealt with in the proposed congresses in relation to 
tho activities already on the w~y in tho ECE. 

71. It should be noted that some delegations, including those of the United States 
and Lux~mbourg, on behalf of the member countries of the European Economic 
Community, expressed their views on this point in the general debate under 
agendo. item 4 (see paragrrph 38 above). The delegation of Me.lta expressed its 
views under agenda item 5 (sec po.ragraph 61 above). 

12. A draft decision on the proposal in regard to the holding of all-European 
Congresses on questions of co-operation in the field of protection of thG 
environment, development of tr;naport and energy, submitted by tho delegations of 
the Byoloruaaian SSR, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, tho German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Poland, the Ukrainian SSR and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
was adopted by tho Commission at ita twelfth meeting. The dcleg'ltion of Albania 
was absent when this decision was adopted. (For the text, aco Part IV, 
decision B (XXXI)). 

The futuro activities of tha Commission 

(Agenda i tam 8) ]} 

73. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it tho 
Executive Secretary's Report on the future activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900). 
This Report, which was prepared pursuant to operative paragraph 3 0f Commission 
resolution 2 (XXX) contained the Executive Secretary's concreto suggestions and 
specific proposals on possible adaptations of the Commission's future activities. 

74. An account of the comments made by delegations on the Executive Secretary's 
Report are to be found in the account of the general discussion under item 4, 
in paragr~phs 39-51 above. 

75. At its eleventh meeting the Commission, acting upon the recommendation of the 
Sessional Committee, adopted its decision on General Energy Problems. (For thu 
text, see Part IV, decision C (XXXI)). 

76. During tho discussion in the Sessionc.l Committee of tho decision referred to 
in paragraph 75 above, tho delegation of Belgium, also speaking on behalf of the 
other members of tho European Economic Community, stated that it was prepared to 
accept the draft decision on general energy problema in ita present version, on 
tho understanding that it maintained ita reservations concerning tho continuing 
nature of tho activities covered by topic 2 of work aroc 4 in document E/ECE/900. 

11. Tho delegation of Grecco agraod in general with the suggestions contained in 
Annex R to tho Executive Socretar,y'a Report E/ECE/900 which should bo in harmony 
with the recommendations m~do by tho ad hoc Meeting of Exports on Energy Economy 
and Efficiency in the ECE Region in the course of their meeting held at the 
beginning of March 1976. 

]} See E/ECE(XXXI)/SR.6. 
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78. A dr~ft resolution on the futuro activities of the Commission and tho 
ir.1p1Gmontc. tion of the Fin?..l Act of the CSCJ<J, submi ttcd by the de loge. tiona of 
Belgium, tho Goroc"..n Democratic Republic, Poll:l.nd, Rome.nia, Sweden, the 
United Kingdom end Yugoslavia, was adopted by the Commission at its tw~lfth 
oooting. The delegc.tion of Alb<enia was abs;::mt whon this rvsolution we,s adopt~:~d. 
(For the tGxt, see Part IV, resolution 1 (XXXI)). 

79. ;,. draft decision on selected topics for special attention, subni ttod by tho 
dol~g~tions of Belgium, Norwry and the United Kingdom, was adopted by tho 
Coomission ~t its twelfth mooting. The delegation of Albania was absent when this 
decision. w~s adopted. (For tho text, see Part IV, decision D (XXXI)). 

Work of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission 

(Agenda item 4(c)) 

80. The Recount of tho preliminary cvnsideration of sub-itor.1 4(c) by the 
Sessiolk~l Committee is contained in paragraphs 81 to 219 below. 

Committee on JJgricultural Problems 

81. In considering the report of the Committoo on Agricultural Problems 
(ECE/AGRI/21) the delegations which took pr.:1.rt in tho discussion stressod tho 
importance and usefulness of tho ComQittoe's work and commented on tho short ~nd 
long-torm progrrumnos of work. Many delegations :"lso Gxpress~d their prolimimry 
views on tho Executivo Secretary's suggestions ~d proposals for futuro activities 
contained in Annex B to document E/ECE/900. 

82. The value of tho annucl rwvicws of th~ agricultural situation, including 
trade and market developments, was reconfirmed, although tho occasional ilk~doquccy 
of available information was stressed by some delegations. The documents 
proparod by thG secrotnriat, it was stated, should b-.; as concis..; as possible and 
concentrated on important issues. Interest was expressed in continuing work on 
agricul tur~l tr2.d13, but loss time should be spent on those issues which were 
de~lt with by other more specialized intornation~l bodios. Tho delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Gorm~ny was of tho opinion that the main body for de~ling with 
trade matters within ECE was nnd should remain tho Committee on the Dov0lopmont of 
Trade. The usJfulnoss of technim:.l reports, symposin and similr,r forms of work 
w:1s gonwrally rocognizwd, and the wish we.s expressed by s0varc"l delegations to 
incro~se the nur1ber of syrnposia and ad hoc meetings devoted to important economic 
e.nd tcchnicc.l subjects n.nd hold outside Gon<iiva. Doponding on the topics 
selected, and in line with d0vuloping industrial co-oper;:;.tion, it might be usvful 
to envise .. ge inviting exp"'rts from rolr:.ted bra.nchos c:.nd s..:ctors of tho economy. 
The dcleg~tion of tho Fudor~l Republic of Germany did not sh~re this view, in 
p"..rticular bocaus0 it considored the Committe.:: on the Dovolopmcnt of Trf'..de thu 
appropriate body for handling projects of industrial co-operation. 

83. The importancG of the Conunittoe's work on standardization and trade practices 
was und~rlinod, whereas some deleg2tions (Garmany, Federal Republic of; EEC) had 
some doubts about tho usefulness of expanding work on standardization; the wish 
wns expressed to spood up tho work of some groups of exports or to review or oven 
re~djust the mandate of soma of then and to keep the mooting progr~e under 
constant rovi8w, so tn-:ct the stand2.rdiza.tion activities did not occupy too great 
r::" part of the total meeting tine ollottod to the Commi tteG and its subsidiary 
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bodies. Tho Group of Experts on Mechanization which r~cently had become a joint 
FAO/ECE Working Party, was praised for the high quality of its work and for its 
balanced work programme which corresponded to the actual needs of the me~bor 
countries. By contre.st, n.ll delog?.tions regretted the del.'J.ys in the important 
work on food and agricultur~l statistics, and asked the secretariat to bring this 
matter to the attention of FAO and tho Conference of European Statisticians, which 
co-sponsored this area of activity. 

84. The I!lergor of the ECE Group of Experts on Farm Re,tione.lization with tho FAO 
vJorking Pe.rty on Agrarian Structure wns welcomed by c.ll delegations. It wn.s 
pointed out that the constituant meeting of the new joint F.I .. O/ECE Working Party, 
scheduled for October 1976, should see to it thr-t the programme of work of this 
body be prnctically oriented and concentrated on a limited number of projects 
preferably to be carried out over periods of several years. Some delegations 
omphe.sized th0 contributions which the new body could make in such importEmt 
problem areas as farm management, structurnl problems of ngriculture in mombor 
countries of tho ECE which ware developing from an econoi!lic point of view, social 
problems of agriculture, etc. The importance of continuing R.nd furth.;::r 
strengthening the co-operation with FAO, and avon of olA.borating a joint FAO/ECE 
programme for the region, was emphasized by sevoral delegations. 

85. The delegation of Malta expressed its :1.ppreciation for the work undertaken by 
the secretariat on problems of spociRl interest to the I!lcmber countries of the ECE 
which wer~ developing from an economic point of viow and drew attention to tho 
special importance it attached to the forthcoming study on the m~rkot outlook for 
high-value agricultural products such as flowers. 

86. 1111 delegations which commented on the Executive Secr0tary 1 s proposals fr.r 
future nctivitivs as contninud in Jnnex B to E/ECE/900 found tho latter to be 
generally in lina with tho programme of work of tho Committee. Delegations 
stressed tho necessity of tho further orientation of th0 progrr~o of work of the 
Committee to concrete actions with practical results. Some delegations 
(Bulgaria; Czechoslovakia; German Democratic Republic; Romania; Poland; USSR) 
were of tho opinion thc~t tho now prcjects contained in tho proposP.~s could in 
general be accepted and conveyed as soon as possible to tho Committue for 
consideration at its next session. Thuy suggested that the Committee t3ke into 
consideration c few othur projects, most of which were mentioned in the Final Act 
of tho Helsinki Conferance. In this connexion rof~rcnco was particularly made to: 

scientific and technological problems and projects related to mechanization 
and r~:~.tionalization in agricultural production (Gorman Democratic Republic) 

aspects of improvement of working and living conditions for manpower in 
agriculture (Gorman Democr~tic Republic) 

in.dustrial co-o-p;:;rntion nmongst and with branches rele"tod to agricul turc 
(Czechoslovakia) 

projects a~m~ng at a more rational use of land and water resources and 
improvement of soils (Byelorussian SSR; Romania; Poland; USSR) 

co-oporation in agricultural research aiming at improving plant r~d 
nninal breeding methods (Byelorussian SSR; Romania; Czechoslovakia) 
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reduction of w~ste of proteins in animal fceding (Poland) 

csswssm~nt of long-torn growth factors in agriculture (Poland) 

studies of medium-term perspectives of commodity markets (Ro~~ni~) 

utiliz~tion of modern pedoe~elior~tivo technologies with c view to 
putting intn v~luo the land resources, including less productive and 
non-productive: soils; the possibility of further improvement of 
unhc~pered tr~nsfer of technologies, utilization of fertilizers with 
a high content in active substanc0 and the rise of the efficiency of 
the irrigat~d lands; the improvcm~nt of plants by breeding high
yielding varieties and hybrids; in the field of genetics, bio-chemistry, 
phytop~thology (Romania). 

87. Other delegations offered more specific comments on the individun.l items in 
Annex B. Some delegations, including the representative of tho EEC, urged that 
document E/ECE/900 and the viows expressed or agreed thereto by member 
Governments :tt tho present session, should bo transrnittod to the Committee on 
Agricultural Problems which should te.ko full account of that document e.nd the 
~bovw-rnentionod views and be guided by tho views recorded in this report in 
completing tho elaboration of its programmes of work at its next m0oting. Tho 
delegations ~f the Fed0ral Republic of Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom 
subsequently stress0d certain aspects which were of particular importance to 
thoir Governments. 

88. On the different work areas of Annex B to E/ECE/900 the following specific 
comments were made: 

Work area 1: Long-term trends and perspectives 

Tho delegation of Cc.nada expressed particulf'.r interest in the work on 
long-tom perspectives of agriculture, including perspectives of agricultural 
trade. 

1.1. This was a useful exercise which should be continued, but its range should 
not be extended as this might risk duplication with the work of other 
organizations. The project was of interest only if reciprocity of information 
\'las guaranteed ( Germ..1.ny, Federal Republic of; United Kingdom; EEC). Furthermore, 
c~roful preparation was needed and n.ll Governoents should answer the 
questionnaires appropriately (Germany, Federal Republic of). 

1.2. Clarification of this proposal would be necess~ry to"know whether~ useful 
contribution to this project might be possible, although agriculture w~s u 
difficult field in which to make valid long-term predictions (EEC). Further 
views on this topic and tho appropriate extent of the Committee's suggested 
co-operation in preparation of the Overnll Economic Perspective would be 
expressed under the item dealing with tho work of the Senior Economic Advisers 
(United Kingdom). 

1.3. It was doubtful how theEEC Member Countries could contribute usefully to 
such a study. 

1.4. There was a risk of duplication with the work of OECD and with that of 
Rugional Conferences of FAO. Existing studios should be discussed first. 
Dealing with specific aspects related to tho ECE region could then be envisaged(EEC). 
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2.1. end 2. Tho Member Countries of the EEC did not think that these reviews wore 
of great value to them. 

2.3. Tho usefulness and interest of this project for the EEC Member Countries 
depended on the subject chosen for study. 

2.4. (i) Although this project was at presunt an important espect cf tho 
Committee's work, there wns some scepticism about the utility of 
expanded work in the field of standardization (United Kingdom; EEC). 

(ii) This project was of more interest for trade organizations than for 
Governments (EEC). The EEC Member Countries did not think it nocossr.ry 
to intensify or expand the work in the field of P~ricultural trade 
practices. 

(iii) It would be necessary to know more r:.bout the sp,;cific subjects involved 
before passing final judgement. If no duplication was involvod and if 
full reciprocity w~s assured, it may be useful (EEC). 

Work area 3: Selected economic and technolosical problems 

3.1. This may be a main subject of interest for the now FAO/ECE Working Party which 
could provide a source of useful background information (EEC). 

3.2. The EEC Member Countries weru ready to continue to co-operate in the field, but 
they would not be in favour of expansion of work on mechanization. 

3.3. The EEC Member Countries supported this project. The delegation of tho 
Fodural Republic of Germany wns of tho opinion that some prvliminary ex~~nation 
was required. 

3.4. This topic might be more appropriately studied in UNCTAD or FAO. If realiz..Jd 
in ECE it should not be related to specific commodities. The studies should be 
limited to the member countries of the ECE which were developing from an economic 
point of view. That did not exclude that those studies were handed to interested 
developing countries outside the ECE region (Germany, Federal Republic of; EEC). 

Work area 4: Environmental problems relating to asriculture 

4.1. and 2. The EEC member Cl:untries fully supported these projccts. 

4.3. Mere information on this project was needed (EEC); p~t work had alrendy boon 
done on this subject elscwhero a.nd the need for this new project in the ECE s;,:emcd 
doubtful (United Kingdom). 

4.4. Preparation of such a study required further clarification, also with regard 
to existing studies or ongoing work of othorinternationalorganizations (EEC). It 
was doubtful whether this study would give useful results (United Kingdom). 

Work area 5: Statistics 

5.1. The EEC ~~mber countries fully supported this activity. 
89. ~~ny delegations amphasized that a discussion in depth of tho proposals could 
take place only e.t the next session of the Committee on .i.gricultur:-.1 Probloms. 
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Chemical Industry Committee 

90. The discussion of the work of the Chemical Industry Committee took place on 
the basis of the report of ita eighth session (ECE/CHEM/11) and the Report by the 
Executive Secretary on the future activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900 and 
Annex c). Delegations who took the floor emphasized the importance their 
Governments attached to the work programme of the Chemical Industry Committee 
and expressed their satisfaction with the previous year 1 s results. Special 
recognition was given to work on the problems of statistics which constituted an 
important source of information and formed a basis for exchange of views and for 
decision-making of member Governments. Great value was attached to projects of 
a techno-economic nature, such as the studies on technical progress and its role 
in combating high-waste technologies in the inorganic chemical industry, the raw 
material requirements of the chemical industry, and the energy requirements of the 
chemical industry. Particular satisfaction was voiced over the Seminar on 
Technical and Economic Aspects of the Fertilizer Industry held in Helsinki 
(Finland) in August 1975. 

91. A large number of delegations stressed the importance of work in the area of 
pollution abatement and the utilization of waste products. It was also suggested 
that attention be paid to a close co-ordination of work with other subsidiary 
bodies and international organizations. The delegations of Hungary, Romania and 
of the United Kingdom emphasized the desirability of concentrating on practical 
rather than theoretical aspects of the work. The delegation of Spain reiterated 
its proposal to deal also with such problems as the study of the petrochemical 
industry of the Mediterranean basin. A number of delegations underlined the 
importance of studies on the use of chemical products in other sectors of the 
economy and the development of the fertilizer and petrochemical industry. The 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany urged that the studies in general 
should be completed as quickly as possible to ensure that the results of the 
studies were still up-to-date at the time of their publication. 

92. In the discussion of Annex C to E/ECE/900, general support was given to the 
future programme of work. A number of delegations expressed the opinion that 
the programme outlined in Annex C may be somewhat over-ambitious (Germany, 
Federal Republic of; Hungary; USSR; United Kingdom). 

93. A number of delegations, including that of the United Kingdom, 11 urged 
that document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed thereto by member 
Governments at the present session, should be transmitted to the Chemical Industry 
Committee which should take full account of that document and the above-mentioned 
views and be guided by the views recorded in this report in completing the 
elaboration of its programmes of work at its next meeting. The delegation of 
the Federal Republic of Germany subsequently stressed certain aspects which were 
of particular importance to its Government. 

11 Whenever in this section the delegation of the United Kingdom is 
mentioned it should be noted that it also expressed in this discussion the opinion 
of the other member countries of the European Economic Community. 
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94. The following detailed comments were subsequently made on the various proposals 
in Annex C: 

Work area 1~ Medium- and long-term perspectives 

1.1. It was felt that this topic would contain many uncertainties in forecasting 
(Germany, Federal Republic of; USSR; United Kingdom) and that the most valuable 
aspect of such studies was the discussions they inspired rather than the 
predictions which they pr-oducE::d (United Kingdom). 

1.2. and 3. These topics met with unanimous support. 

1.4. Certain reservations existed about the appropriate extent of the Committee's 
suggested co-operation in the preparation of the Overall Economic Perspective and 
these would be explained. further under the item dealing with the work of the 
Senior Economic Advisers (Germany, Federal Republic of; United Kingdom). 

1.5. The success of this proposal would depend on the provision of information 
relating to actual systems and their results. This item needed further 
clarification (United Kingdom). 

1.6. This proposal was too general. If it related to fertilizers and agrochemicals 
it could be incorpora.ted into a future seminar o·,1 fertilizers. Alternatively the 
Committee on A~ricultural Problema or some other boqy might deal with it more 
appropriately lUnited Kingdom). 

Work area 2: Current developments and prospects, including international trade 

Many delegations emphasized the importance of the work in this work area. 

2.1. The continuation of this exercise would be fully supported (United Kingdom). 

2.2. This proposal also attracted support (Poland; Sweden; Ukrainian SSR; USSR; 
United Kingdom; Yugoslavia) but care should be taken not to encroach on areas which 
might be better covered by international market research meetings and seminars 
(United Kingdom). 

'l:lork area. ~: Selected economic and. technolo,dcal problems 

It was sugge a ted that work in this area should be approached in general with 
caution in view of the secretariat's limited resources, among other factors 
(United Kingdom). 

3 .1. This would meet 'llti th support but it might be advisable to decide 'lllhether 
emphasis should be given to economic/ata.tistical or technological aspects 
(United Kingdom). 

3.2. Two delegations (Finland; Poland) expressed special interest in this topic; the 
Polish delegation suggested considering in particular the pr~duction of synthetic 
proteins from coal via methanol. This would be a diffioul t new field.. to tackle and 
a number of countries might find it difficult to make a positive contribution 
(United Kingdom). 
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;.;. Interest in this topic might var,y among countries but should it be studied it 
might be advisabl~ to co-operate closely with the other Principal Subsidiar,y 
Bodies concerned (United Kingdom). 

3.4. vlhile the delegations of Finland and Poland supported this topic, the 
United Kingdom delegation considered that it would only be of limited interest, 
but the Senior Advisers on Science and Technology might be willing to take the 
lead on it (United Kingdom). 

3·5· A number of delegations confirmed their interest in continuing activities in 
the area of fertilizers (Finland; Spain; United Kingdom; Yugoslavia); but this 
topic should not be treated separately from the general subject of "fertilizers" 
but might be incorporated within the framework of another seminar to be held at 
a later date (United Kingdom). 

;.6. In connexion with this topic a number of delegations stated the importance 
which their Governments attributed in general to the development of petrochemical 
industries (Czechoslovakia; Romania; Spain; Yugoslavia). With a view to 
intra-regional projects, however, some delegations expressed the view that such 
projects should be approached with caution; following the spirit of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe ECE projects should concentrate on east-west 
co-operation. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany considered that 
work on industrial co-operation should be concentrated in the Committee on the 
Development of Trade. 

3.7. This seminar was welcomed and was expected to be of wide interest 
{United Kingdom). 

Work area 4: Selected environmental and resource-saving problema 

The importance of work in this area was emphasized. However, care should be 
exercised to avoid duplication. The delegations of the United Kingdom and the 
Federal Republic of Germa.rl¥ expressed the view that the major share of work in this 
area should rest with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problema, and that close co-operation with that body for ECE 1s environmental 
activities should be ensured; this would especially apply to topics ;, 4, 5 and 8 
of this work area. 

4.1. This topic was found worthwhile and was expected to find a great deal of 
interest among member countries. 

4.2. The delegation of Finland pointed out its interest in this topic while the 
delegation of the United Kingdom expressed doubts as to whether such a study would 
yield useful results. 

Work area 5: Statistics and information 

There was general agreement with regard to the topics set forth in this work 
area. A number of delegations emphasized the importance of work in the field of 
chemical statistics (Germany, Federal Republic of; Poland; Sweden; Ukrainian SSR; 
USSR; United Kingdom; Yugoslavia), particularly in view of the fact that the need 
to develop sound statistics was specifically mentioned in the Final Act of the 
CSCE (United Kingdom). 
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95. Satisfaction was expressed concerning the organization and methode of work 
utilized by the Chemical Industry Committee. Delegations stressed the ereat 
importance they attached to seminars, symposia and study tours, especially the 
last-mentioned. It was, therefore, suggested to examine carefully whether some 
topics were not better dealt with by w~ of a seminar, symposium or study tour 
instead of a study, especially in order to reduce the workload of the secretariat 
(German Democratic Republic; Germany, Federal Republic of; Ukrainian SSR; USSR; 
United Kingdom). The delegation of HUngary proposed, in the interests of 
efficiency, to have studies first elaborated by a small team of rapporteurs and to 
submit only a more advanced final draft copy of studies to the full Committee. 
The delegation of Poland suggested that meetings of representatives of chemical 
research institutions be organized. 

96. In the course of the discussion, the following suggestions for the initiation 
of new projects were made: 

- future changes in the synthetic fibres industry (Poland; Ukrainian SSR); 

- minimum and optimal capacities of units of production and problems arising 
from the growing size of units of production (Ukrainian SSR) ; 

- new raw materials based on coal (Poland; Ukrainian SSR), especially 
deveiopment of the carbo-chemistry (Poland) (in co-operation with the 
Coal Committee); 

- analysis of structural changes in the chemical industry (USSR); 

- the role of the chemical industry in developing other industries and in 
particular increasing· their efficiency to meet the needs of a growing 
population (USSR); 

- measures to facilitate the development of chemical products in the 
developing countries of the region and the access of such products to the 
markets (Romania). 

97. The delegation of Spain expressed its satisfaction at being able to host a 
study tour in Spain following the ninth session of the Chemical Industry Committee 
in October 1976. 

Coal Committee 

98. For the consideration of this item the Sessional Committee had before it the 
report of the Coal Committee (ECE/COAL/14) and the Report by the Executive Secretary 
on the future activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900}. General satisfaction was 
expressed on the activities of the Coal Committee and its work programme as 
reflected in its report. Delegations felt that the Committee had been of 
increasing usefulness to their Governments and that it had met the growing needs 
for closer inter-governmental co-operation. Delegations congratulated the 
Committee on the fresh look it had given to its work proeramme and working methods 
at its seventy-first session. 
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99. Heferring to the coal situation and policies in their respective countries, 
delegations singled out certain activities of the Committee wh~ch had been or would 
be of particula.r use: 

- underground mining technologies (Ukrainian SSR); 

- means of combating outbursts of coal and gas (Hungary; Spain; USSR)i 

open-cast mining (Czechoslovakia; German Democratic Republic; Germany, 
Federal Republic of; Hungary; Turkey; Ukra.inian SSR); 

the production of synthetic gases, liquids and smokeless fuels from coal 
(Canada; Germany, Federal Republic of; Poland; bwitzerland; Ukrainian SSR); 

environmental aspects of coal industry activities (Czechoslovakia; German 
Democratic Republic; Germany, Federal Republic of; Greece; Hungary; 
Ukrainian SSR; United States; USSR); 

increased efficiency of coal extraction, conversion and use (Czechoslovakia; 
Greece; Poland; Romania; USSR); 

increased labour productivity (Czechoslovakia] Romania; USSH); 

- use of waste resulting from coal production and use (Czechoslovakia); 

co-operation in the field of research and development (Czechoslovakia; 
Romania; USSR) i 

annual comprehensive surveys of mining, trade, pre sent use and long-term 
prospects for coal (Canada; Hungary; USSR; Yugoslavia); 

- new technologies (Poland; Spain); 

statistical information and indicators (Canada; Spain); 

- use of coal for metallurgical purposes, including formed coke (Canada; 
Spain); 

- mechanization and automation of equipment (Spain); 

- unified trade nomenclatures (Spain; Switzerland). 

100. Delegations suggested that greater emphasis be given to the following subjects: 

- modern processing methods facilitating economical transportation of energy 
(Czechoslovakia); 

- production and use of lignite and peat (Czechoslovakia; German Democratic 
Republic; Greece); 

mechanization and automation of mining operations (Ukrainian SSR); 
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selected underground mining problems such as the reinforcement of 
excavated areas, the exploitation of thin, steep and inclined seams, coal 
extraction under towns and industrial areas (Ukrainian SSR); 

- use of complex and heavy duty equipment (German Democratic Republic; 
Ukrainian SSR) ; 

- reduction of sulphur content through appropriate coal preparation 
(Ukrainian SSR); 

- human environment, education and training of personnel (Czechoslovakia); 

reduction of production costs (Romania); 

- problems of special interest to newly emerging coal nations (Yugoslavia; 
Romania). 

101. Spe&(ing on working methods the delegations of Romania and the Ukrainian SSR 
suggested that the activities of the Coal Committee be more operational, go beyond 
the exchange of informa.tion and experience and undertake joint research, arrange 
for the exchange of scientific and technical personnel and address the issue of 
bilateral and multilateral financing of common projects. The USSR delegation 
suggested that co-operation in the field of science and technology would be enhanced 
by the systematic exchange of publications and reports among institutes. The 
0zechoslovak delegation favoured such exchanges of technical information. 

102. Several delegations suggested that the Committee pay proper attention to close 
co-operation at an early stage with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of ECE and 
other inter-governmental organizations working in the field of coal, The CMEA 
representative, taking the CMEA and the ECE co-operation in the field of coal 
industry as an example, emphasized the constructive approach of the Committee to 
co-ordination of efforts related to international organizations in the interest of 
the development of co-operation within the ECE region in the spirit of the Final Act. 
He dreu attention to the two reports reflecting the experience of the CMEA member 
countries which were transmitted by this organization to the ECE Symposium on 
Environmental Problems Resulting from Coal Industry Activities. 

103. Annex D to document E/ECE/900 met with general appreciation and support. 
Some delegations, including the delegation of Belgium, ]} urged that document 
E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agxeed thereto by member Governments at the 
present session, should be transmitted to the Coal Committee which should take full 
account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views 
recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its programmes of work at 
its next meeting. Other delegations of the member countries of the European 
Economic Community subsequently stressed certain aspects which were of particular 
importance to their Governments. 

1/ 1Vhenever in this section the delegation of Belgium is mentioned, it should 
be noted that it also expressed the opinion of the other members of the European 
Economic Community. 
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104. The following detailed comments on Annex D to E/ECE/900 were made: 

Work area 1: Medium- and long-term perspectives 

1.2. Belgium expressed reservations on the general role envisaged for the Senior 
Economic Advisers in the preparation of the Overall Economic Perspective. The 
question should, however, be discussed under the point relating to the Senior 
Economic Advisers. 

Work area 3: Selected economic and technological problems 

The delegation of Romania suggested that due attention be given to the 
possibilities for reducing coats and increasing efficiency. 

3.3. The delegation of Belgium felt that this topic might beet be dealt with 
within the framework of the ILO. 

3.4. The delegation of Belgium expressed reservations with regard to the excessive 
number of topics to be chosen and suggested that the consideration of this topic 
be guided by the recommendations made by the third session of the Meeting of 
Directors of National Mining Research Institutes. 

3. 5. The delegation of Canada eug·gested that the study of the use of solid fuels 
in the metallurgical industry also include formed coke. The delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany suggested that the Chemical Industry Committee might 
take the lead on the topic "Use of coal in the chemical industry". The delegation 
of the USSR favoured a joint consideration by the two committees concerned. 

;.7. The delegation of Austria expressed its particular interest in this topic. 

;.a. The delegation of Belgium felt that this topic might be dealt with by the ISO. 

Work area 4: Environmental and resource-saving problems 

The Federal Republic of Germany suggested that the role of the Senior Advisers 
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems should not be lost from view. This 
delegation suggested that the consideration be guided by the recommendations made 
by the ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE Region 
in particular by recommendations 2.5. and ;.2. 

Work area 5: Industrial co-operation 

Speaking on this work area in general, the delegation of Austria felt that 
the proposals were too ambitious; it saw the role played by ECE in this domain 
as complementary. 

5.1. The Belgian delegation expressed reservations as to the inclusion of this 
topic in Annex D. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germ.an:y suseested 
that it might best be dealt with by the Committee on the Development of Trade; the 
delegation of the USSR favoured joint consideration of this topic by the Coal 
Committee and the Committee on the Development of Trade. 
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5.2. The delegation of Belgium declared its willingness to contribute to solution 
of selected problems of interest to member countries of the ECE which were 
developing· from an economic point of view, but it also stressed the necessity to 
limit the number of such activities and consequently to consider whether this 
topic could be included in the programme of work. The Hungarian delegation 
questioned whether this topic was really necessary as it saw no direct relationship 
between the economic development of a country and the development of its coal 
industry. 

Work area 6: Statistics and Information 

The delegation of Canada understood that this topic referred to the assembly 
of information on the application of computers in process control rather than to 
the storage, retrieval and dissemination of information. 

105. The delegation of Hungary suggested that the time limits set in Annex D be 
reviewed in the light of the fact that work would actually begin not earlier than 
1977. . 

106. The delegation of the USSR expressed hope that the Coal Committee would 
carefully take into account the comments made when determining its final position 
and priori ties. 

Conference of European Statisticians 

107. Discussion of this item was based on the report of the twenty-third plenary 
session of the Conference of European Statisticians (ECE/CES/6) describing the 
Conference's activities durine 1974/75 and setting out its programme of work and 
priorities, and on Annex L to the Executive Secretary's Report E/ECE/900 on the 
future activities of the Commission. 

108. Delegations participating in the discussion expressed their Governments 1 

satisfaction with the high quality of the work of the Conference and the valuable 
contribution which it had made to the work of the Commission. The Conference's 
efforts to adapt its programme of work to new needs were welcomed. While the 
results of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe m~ call for 
further adaptations in the activities of the Conference, it was felt that in general 
no major changes in its programme of work were required. 

109. The increased emphasis in the Conference's programme of work on subjects in 
the field of economic statistics was cited as one of the w~s in which the Conference 
had adapted its work to current requirements and was given support by several 
delegations. Particular stress was laid on the importance of the Conference's work 
in the field of the ~stems of national accounts and balances, and the use of these 
systems for the co-ordination of economic statistics, economic classifications, 
energy statistics, statistics of science and technoloey, enterprise statistics and 
statistics of tourism, whereas the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany 
considered the latter of no interest. 

110. The need for conversion keys between classifications used in countries with 
different economic systems as a means for achieving international comparability of 
statistics was stressed b,y several delegations. In this connexion the hope was 
expressed that it would be possible to complete work on the conversion key between 
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the Standard International Trade Classification of the United Nations and the 
Standard Classification of Foreign Trade of the CMEA as soon as possible. Several 
delegations also referred to the importance of international comparisons of 
production, consumption, productivity, and simila.r aggregates and welcomed the 
proposal of the Conference that work in this field should be intensified. The 
delegate of Sweden, while agreeing with the high priority given to economic 
statistics, pointed out that for the purposes of welfare measurement, economic 
statistics should be supplemented by social statistics and that the intensification 
of work on economic statistics should not be achieved at the cost of work in the 
la.tter field. 

111. In the area of social and demographic statistics particular stress was laid on 
the work of the Conference on the System of Social and Demographic Statistics, 
classifications in the field of social and demographic statistics, manpower 
statistics, and population and housing censuses. With regard to population and 
housing censuses, attention was draMn to the need for a timely completion of the 
1980 census recommendations eo as to enable countries to carry out their census 
programmes in time. 

112. Importance was also attached to the work on environmental statistics and 
regional sta.tistics. Several delegates expressed the hope that it would be 
possible to speed up the work on environmental statistics. VIi th regard to regional 
statistics, attention was drawn to the need to study the problem involved in 
designing sample surveys for the collection of these statistics. 

113. Particular appreciation was expressed of the Conference's work on the use of 
computers for statistical purposes, statistical methodology, and the organization of 
national and international statistical services. Strong support was given to the 
plans for further work in th:i.s field, the results of which were felt to be of 
assistance to countries in developing their national statistical systems with a view 
to meeting the rapidly increasing demands for statistics. 

114. In the discussion of .Annex L to E/ECE/900, general support was given to the 
proposed programme of work. Some delegations, including that of the European 
Economic Community, urged that document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed 
thereto by member Governments at the present session, should be transmitted to the 
Conference of European Statisticians, which should take full account of that 
document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views recorded in this 
report in completing the elaboration of its programmes of work at its next meeting. 
The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany subsequently stressed certain 
aspects which were of particular importance to its Government. 

115. The following views were expressed with regard to specific topics: 

Work area 1~ Regional statistical co-operation 

1.3. The delegation of Romania stressed the importance of this topic; 

1. 5. The delegation of Bulgaria. expressed doubt as to whether this topic should be 
included and the delegation of the German Democratic Republic proposed that this 
topic should be combined with topic 4. An alternative suggestion was made that 
lfwithin the institutional framework of the United Nations" should be added to this 
topic, in order to avoid duplication of work (Germany, Federal Republic of). 
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Work area 2: Organization and operations of nat~onal statistical services 

2.1. Explicit support was given to this topic. (Romonio.) 

2.2. Explicit support was given to this topic by the delegations of Romania and 
Sweden. 

Work area ': Development and harmonization of statistical standards 

Interest was expressed in the following topics: 

3.1. Fromotion of publication and dissemination of internationally comparable 
statistics on production, national income and productivity (Austria; Germany, 
Federal Republic of; Sweden); 

3.3. and 3.4. Austria; European Economic Community; with regard to these topics 
the suggestion was made that practical problems arising from the implementation of 
United Nations recommendations for foreign trade statistics, and problems of 
providing comparable trade statistics by country of origin and destination, might 
be considered under these headings (Germany, Federal Republic of); 

3.5. European Economic Community; 

3.7. Austria; reservations were expressed with regard to the inclusion of 
statistics of tourism in the latter topic (Germany, Federal Republic of). 

Work area 4: Development and ha.rmonization of social and dem~sraphic statistics 

4.1. and 4. 2. The delegation of Roma.nia referred to these topics as deserving 
special attention; 

4.4. The delegation of the Byelorussian 8SR suggested that further work on 
migration statistics and on fertility surveys should be postponed. 

With regard to the projects which were expected to be accomplished by 1976, 
the view was expressed that on the following· topics follow-up work was likely to 
be needed after 1976 (Germany, Federal Republic of); 

- use of the systems of na.tional accounts and balances for the co-ordination 
of economic statistics; 

- preparation of a. European handbook of economic accounts for agriculture; 

statistics of chemicals. 

116. The suggestion was made that some reduction in the overall size of the 
programme of work of the Conference of European Statisticians might be desirable, 
with a view to ensuring that work on the items included can be completed within 
the period covered by the programme (Greece). 
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117. Several delegations stressed the importance of the Conference's role in the 
co-ordination of statistical activities at the international level. Sntisfaction 
was expressed wi ti1 the significant progress which had been achieved. In this 
connexion, favourable reference was mat'le by some delegations to the working relations 
which had been established between the secretariats of CMEA and ECE on statistical 
matters. It was felt ho-vrever by a number of delegations that the efforts to achieve 
co-ordination of activities should be continued and strengthened in a number of 
respects (Austria; ~reece). International work on social indicators, was cited 
as one of the a'T'eas in which international co-ordination might be improved. Further 
co-ordination of statistical activities within ICE was also advocated; reference 
was made again to the desirability of the Group of Experts on Transport Statistics 
meeting under the joint auspices of the Conference and the Inland Transport Committee 
(Greece; Sweden; Ukrainian SSR). 

Committee on Electric Power 

118. Some delegations, including that of Italy1/urged that document E/ECE/900 and 
the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present session, 
should be transmitted to the Committee on Electric Po-vrer which should take full 
account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views 
recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its programmes of work at 
its next meeting. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
United Kingdom subsequently stressed certain aspects which were of particular 
importance to their Governments. The delegations which took part in the discussions 
on the activities of the Committee on Electric Power emphasized the growing 
importance of electricity in covering energy needs in their countries and expressed 
their Governments' satisfaction with, and interest in, the work done by the Committee 
and its subsidiary bodies during the past year. Suggestions were made concerning 
the areas of work and the projects to which high priority should be given. 
Reference was also made to the importance of the provisions of Final Act of the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe from the standpoint of the 
development of the Committee's activities. Some delegations also alluded to the 
salient features of the position of the electric power industry in their countries 
and its prospects. 

119. In the course of the discussion, the following problems were singled ou•~ as 
being of special interest and value: 

- Medium- and long-term prospects for the electric power industry in the ECE 
region, examination of methods applicable to the planning of large power 
systems (:Byelorussian SSR; Bulgaria; Poland; Svritzerland; USSR); 

- Examination of opportunities for industrial co-operation in the field of 
electric povrer (Bulgaria; Romania) i 

- Economic and technological problems of the design, construction and 
operation of electric power stations, including nuclear power stations 
(Byelorussian SSR; Poland; Swedeni Czechoslovakia; USSR); 

1/ Whenever in this section the delegation of Italy is mentioned it should be 
noted that it also expressed in this discussion the opinion of the other member 
countries of the ruropean Economic Community. 
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- Use of waste heat from electric ::;oucr stc,tions, particularly the combined 
production of electricity and heat for large industrial estates and large 
urban areas (Greece; German Democratic Republic; Byelorussian SSR; 
Romania; Sweden; Czechoslovakia); 

- Utilization of low-calorie fuels, follow-up of the work of the Sr.minar on 
this question to be held in Bulgaria in April 1976 (Bulgaria; Hungary; 
German Democratic Republic; Romania); 

Use of geothermal energy in the production of electricity and heat (Italy); 

- Production of electric power in island countries (Greece; 11Jalta); 

- Distribution of electric power and rural electrification (Byelorussian SSR; 
Czechoslovakia; Turkey; USSR); 

- Development of co-operation in the field of scientific and technological 
research, especially on new sources of production and new transmission 
techniques (Hungary; German Democratic Republic; Byelorussian SSR; 
Czechoslovakia; USSR); 

Interconnexion of electric power transmission systems, particularly 
interconnexion of the Balkan countries, interconnexion of the countries of 
eastern and western Europe, examination of the future optimum structure of 
the European interconnexion system (Bulgaria; Greece; Hu~ary; Poland; 
Byelorussian SSR; Romania; Czechoslovakia; Turkey; USSR) 

Improving efficiency in the production, transmission and use of electric 
power (Bulgaria; Poland; Byelorussian SSR; Romania; Czechoslovakia; USSR); 

- Relationship between electricity and the environment, including nuclear 
power stations and public information (Spain; Poland; Byelorussian SSR; 
Czechoslovakia; USSR). 

120. The USSR delegation took the view that the ad hoc Meeting of Directors of 
Institutes and Organizations engaged in Research in the Field of Electric Power 
should be made into a standing body. 

121. The proposals of the Executive Secretary concerning the future activities of 
the Committee, contained in document E/ECE/900, Annex F, were in general received 
with satisfaction by delegations. 

122. For the consideration of this item the Bessional Committee had before it 
the report of the Committee on Electric Power (ECE/EP/17) as well as fnnex F to 
the Executive Secretary's report (E/ECE/900). The following suggestions were 
made with regard to J.nnex F: 
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Work area 1: Medium and long-term perspectives 

l. 3. The delegation of Italy expressed reservations regarding the inclusion of 
thiR topic in the programme of work. 

1.4. The delegations of Greece and Italy expressed the same reservations in 
connexion with this topic. 

1. 5. 'l'he delegation of Italy expresseo. reservations concerning this topic. 

Wox~k area 2: Current developments 

2.2. The delegation of Italy felt that this topic should be considereG at the 
bilateral level. The delegations of Greece and Switzerland endorsed this suggestion. 
The delegation of Romania, on the other hand, proposed that considerati0n of this 
topic should cover the entire range of technological processes in the electric 
power industry, as v1ell as the design of equipment. 

Work area 3: Selected technological and economic problems 

3.1. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany proposed that the examination 
of this topic should be limited to three years. 

3.3. The delegation of Italy and the delegation of Switzerland recommended an 
analysis of the allocation of the work entailed by this topic between the Committee 
on Electric Power and IAEA. 

3.5. The delegation of Malta indicated that it attached special importance to this 
topic. Doubts were expressed by the delegation of Italy regarding the value of this 
topic. 

3.6. The delegation of Italy expressed its agreement concerning the Symposium 
referred to under this topic and emphasized that a seminar on the subject would 
be held in Italy in 1977. 

3.8. The delegation of Italy, supported by the delegation of Greece~ emphasized the 
difficulties of a political nature connected vrith the preparation of this topic. 

Work area 4: Interconnexion of electric power transmission systems 

4._1. The delegation of Italy, while emphasizing the importance of this work area, 
noted that several of the topics it covered were being tackled on a bilateral 
basis. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany considered that it was 
difficult to deal with this topic on a multilateral level. 

4. 4. Doubts were expressed by the deJ.ega tion of Italy, which was supported by the 
delegation of Switzerla.nd, as to the value of this topic. 
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5.1. The delegation of the United Kingdom expressed doubts about the need for a 
separate stuQy on the rational use of electricity and drew attention to the fact 
that the general question of the rational use of energy had been considered at the 
ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Energy Econo~ and Efficiency in the ECE Region; the 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany pointed out that this topic should be 
better defined on the basis of the recommendations of that ad hoc Meeting. 

5.3. The delegation of Switzerland pointed out that it would be desirable to 
co-operate with the Committee on Water Problems in the preparation of this topic. 

Work area 6: Environmental problems 

The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany, Austria and Switzerland 
recommended close co-operation with the Senior ~-dvisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems in the preparation of topics in this work area, in order 
to avoid duplication. 

123. Gratitude was expressed to the Government of Greece for organizing the Symposium 
on the Role of Electric Power in Meeting Future Energy Needs and on International 
Co-operation in this Field, held at Delphi and Athens in May 1975. 

124. Some delegations were of the view that co-operation should be continued and 
expanded with the international,intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
active in the field of electric power. Reference was also made to the advantages of 
close co-operation, on matters of common interest, between the Committee on 
Electric Power and the other subsidiary bodies of ECE. 

Committee on Gas 

125. In considering the report of the Committee on Gas on its twenty-second session 
(ECE/GAS/21) the delegations which took part in the discussion stressed the 
importance attached by their Governments to the Committee's work, expressed their 
appreciation of the work done, and commented on the short and long-term programmes 
of work. Delegations also presented their Government's views on the Executive 
Secretary's suggestions and proposals for future activities contained in Annex G 
to document E/ECE/900. 

126. The value of the annual reviews of the gas situation and natural gas markets 
was confirmed and increased contributions by Governments in this respect were 
welcomed. 

127. Delegations thanked the Government of France for having organized the study 
tour on storage facilities which had taken place in October 1975, and the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Germany for the organization of the Symposium on 
Gasification and Liquefaction of Coal held in January 1976 in that country. 
Symposia. seminars and study tours were appreciated as an effective method of work. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Republic informed the meeting of 
preparations for the Meeting of Directors of Research Institutes of the Gas Industry, 
which would take place in Dresden in November 1976. 
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128. In discussing Annex G to the Executive Secretary's Report (E/ECE/900), 
delegations approved in general the six work areas proposed. 

129. As to the specific projects in Annex G to E/ECE/900 the following comments were 
made: Some delegations, including the delegation of Italy 11 urged that 
document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments 
at the present session, should be transmitted to the Committee on Gas which should 
take full account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by 
the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its programmes 
of work at its next meeting. Other delegations of EEC member countries subsequently 
stressed certain aspects which were of particular importance to their Governments. 

Work area 1: Medium- and long-term prospects 

1.1. The delegations of Spain, Switzerland, the United States and Poland manifested 
special interest. The delegation of Italy accepted the topic, even if it might 
seem over ambitious. The delegation of the United States suggested that forecasts 
of gas consumption should be structured so as to identify sectors where maximum 
efficiency or effectiveness might be achieved. 

1.2. The delegations of the Netherlands and Switzerland felt that bilateral contacts 
would yield better results in this respect. The delegation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany stated that such projects of common interest were primarily a matter to 
be handled by the organizations, firms and enterprises concerned; therefore the 
Committee on Gas could be given a mandate only to examine the possibilities for 
such projects as were important for co-operation on the enterprise level. The 
delegation of Italy expressed doubts on the usefulness of this topic. 

1.3. The delegation of Italy made reservations on this topic and suggested that the 
work be done by the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments. 

W··,rk area 2: Current developments and prospects, including trade 

2.2. The delegations of Austria and Spain manifested their special interest in 
this topic. The delegations of the Netherlands and Italy had reservations, since 
the topic, in their view, was not clearly presented; the term "intra-regional 
trade" required further clarification. If it was a question of trade between 
countries of the ECE region, the initiative should be left to the countries 
themselves, but if it was a question of contacts between ECE and other regional 
organizations, the topic was not of interest. 

Work area 3: Selected economic and technological problems 

3.4. The delegation of Italy accepted this topic but pointed out that it had not 
been dealt with successfully and had been maintained in the programme of work 

11 Whenever in this section the delegation of Italy is mentioned, it should be 
noted that it also expressed the opinion of the other members of the European 
Economic Community. 
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for a long time. The USSR delegation, however, expressed interest in it. The 
delegation of the Netherlands stated that a study to be undertaken on this topic 
should be carried out by interested countries only. 

3.5. The delegation of Spain suggested merging this topic with topic 3.13. 

3.6. The delegations of Austria and Poland showed interest in this topic; the 
delegation of the Netherlands thought that it would be better dealt with by other 
international organizations; the delegation of Italy suggested that it be entrusted 
or referred to the International Gas Union. 

3.8. The delegation of Spain expressed interest in the work to be done in this 
field. The delegation of Italy could agree with this topic. 

3.9. The USSR delegation stressed their special interest in this topic. The 
delegation of the Netherlands had doubts whether useful work could be done in 
this area. 

3.10. The delegation of Italy said that this topic was not of great interest since 
the existence of different economic systems would make it difficult to collect 
information; the Spanish delegation thought it useful; the delegation of 
Czechoslovakia did not consider it would interest their country. 

3.11. The delegation of Poland attached importance to this topic. 

3.12. The delegations of Byelorussian SSR and USSR expressed interest in this topic. 

3.13. The delegation of the United Kingdom thought that this topic required 
further clarification before a final decision could be taken. The delegation of 
Poland said it was of interest to its country. 

3.14. The delegation of the Netherlands had doubts whether useful work could be done 
in this field. The delegation of Italy said that it would be difficult to carry 
out such a study in view of differences in economic systems. 

Work area 4: Environmental problems 

The deleeation of the Federal Republic of Germany pointed to the need that 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problema be duly informed 
of the activities proposed under this work area in order to avoid duplication of 
work. · 

4.2. The delegation of Italy thought that further clarifications were necessary 
regarding this topic. 

4.3. The delegation of the United Kingdom expressed reservations about this topic. 

Work area 5: Efficiency and conservation 

5.3. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic favoured this topic. 

5.5. The delegations of the Netherlands and Italy had doubts as to whether useful 
~~rk could be done in this field. 
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5.6. The delegations of the Netherlands and Italy thought that this topic was 
not of great interest; the delegation of Yugoslavia thought that this topic 
although concerning the oil industry, was of great interest and it would lead 
to co-operation with countries in other regions. 

Work area 6: Statistics and information 

The delegation of Italy found the topics in this work area generally acceptable. 

6.1. and 6.2. The delegation of Switzerland considered that statistics and 
information were very useful but suggested that the data contained in such 
statistics should be more up to date, even if that meant that they would be 
slightly less accurate. 

6.5. The delegations of Hungary and Poland expressed reservations on this topic. 
They said that problems of the gas industry were the same for all countries of the 
ECE region. There was no need to make a distinction in this respect and they did 
not feel that such a project was justified; the delegation of Yugoslavia felt 
that useful work could be done under such a topic, which would also require 
co-operation with countries of other regions. 

130. The delegation of the Netherlands said that extension of work of the Committee 
on Gas should be given due attention and in general the work of the Committee should 
be concentrated on projects which would yield practical results. 

Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 

131. In the consideration of this question the Sessional Committee had before it 
the report of the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning on its thirty-sixth 
session (ECE/HBP/13) as well as fnnex H to the Executive Secretary's Report 
E/ECE/900 on the Commission's future activities. Delegations which took part in 
the discussion of the Committee's report expressed their appreciation of the work 
accomplished in the period under review. The Committee's current and long-term 
programme of work and priorities were generally endorsed as were the methods of 
implementing the programme. It was noted with satisfaction that the Committee had 
concentrated its activities on the organization of seminars and ad hoc meetings 
with a view to pursuing well-defined projects within a specified period of time. 
Favourable mention was made also of the Committee's annual reviews of current 
trends in the field of housing, building and planning, the in-depth discussions 
of selected timely topics and the study tours organized in conjunction with the 
Committee's annual sessions. 

132. Several delegations commended the Committee for its contribution to the 
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Vancouver, June 1976). In 
particular, the secretariat study of "Human Settlements in Europe: post-war trends 
and policies" was considered to provide a substantial collective input to the 
Conference on behalf of all ECE countries. The delegate of Canada reported on 
the progress made in the preparatory work made for the Conference and expressed 
his conviction that the Conference would give a new impetus to United Nations 
activity in this field. 

133. Some delegations welcomed the Committee's efforts to orient its activities 
towards the four priority areas of the Commission. The growing emphasis laid on 
projects interrelating aspects of housing, building and planning was also noted 
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with satisfaction. Many delegations spoke favourably of the seminar on "Housing 
Tomorrow11

, held in Greece in December 1975, and of the work on the improvement of 
housing and its immediate surroundings which was being carried out in preparation 
for an in-depth discussion at the Committee's forthcoming session in September 1976. 
The prepara tiona for a seminar on the impact of energy considera tiona on the 
planning and development of human settlements were considered timely and fully in 
line with the decisions taken at the ECE ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Energy Economy 
and Efficiency in the ECE Region. The work initiated on land-use policies was also 
welcomed. The Swiss delegation considered that it was essential, for a number of 
reasons, to choose programmes carefully and to concentrate on priority problems. 
It also noted that a very useful detailed report (HBP/R.46) had been circulated at 
the Committee's last session. It asked that other documents of that kind should 
be made available in future, as that would help delegations to obtain a general 
picture of the situation. 

134. Delegations confirmed their interest in several projects concerned with 
socio-economic aspects of housing. The study on long-term trends of housing 
policies and the continued work on methodology for the assessment of housing needs 
were expected to be of great help to Governments in the elaboration of suitable 
policies. Several delegations stated that they looked forward to the seminar on 
special housing needs to be held in the Netherlands in autumn 1976. 

135. A number of delegations supported the series of projects initiated with a view 
to harmonizing the technical content of building regulations. These delegations 
believed that this initiative would lead to overcoming the technical obstacle to 
increasing trade in building products and know-how. Among the other activities 
in the field of building materials and construction, the seminar on the use of 
wood-based products in the building industry, held in Norway jointly with the 
Timber Committee, the seminar on long-term prospects and policies in the construction 
sector, held in Denmark, and the a.d:...h9.9 meeting on the use of computers in the 
building industry, held in France, were cited as having been of great interest 
to ECE Governments. Delegations also commented favourably on the preparations in 
hand for the Fifth ECE Seminar on the Building Industry, to be held in Hungary 
in autumn 1976, and for the seminar on building research policies, to be held in 
Sweden in spring 1977. 

136. Delegations expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the seminar on national 
and regional planning as frameworks for local planning, held in Finland, and their 
interest in the upcoming Second Seminar on the Role of Transportation in Urban 
Planning, Development and Environment, to be held in the United States, under the 
joint sponsorship of three ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies.' Several delegations 
commented favourably on the preparations for the Third Conf~rence on Urban and 
Regional Research, to be held in Poland in May 1976. Some delegations expressed 
concern with regard to the co-ordination of the activities of the Working Party on 
Urban and Regional Planning and Development and those of the Group of Experts on 
Urban and Regional Research. It was hoped that the Committee would consider this 
matter at its forthcoming session in September 1976 with a view to establishing 
a clearcut division of responsibility and suitable reporting procedures. 

137. The representative of the CMEA informed the Sessional Committee of the progress 
made by his organization on projects in the field of housing, building and planning 
and, in particular, of the continued work on a glossary of technical terms in the 
field of building materials and constructions. He noted with satisfaction the 
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favourable comments expressed on the glossary by the Committee and stated that the 
ECE should now go ahead with the publication of the glossary as soon as possible. 
The CMEA looked forward to continued and expanded co-operation Hith the Committee 
and its secretariat, in particular on building regulations, on terminology and 
glossaries and on environmental implications of construction activities. He informed 
also about CMEA's contribution to HABITAT which could be considered as an additional 
contribution from the ECE region and which could be used in the work of the Commission. 

138. As to the future activities of the Committee, delegations welcomed the pro~osals 
made in the Executive Secretary's Report (E/ECE/900, paras. 100-103 and Annex H). 
It was generally felt that the programme of work outlined in Annex H adequately 
covered the Committee's main fields of interest and well reflected the intentions 
of the Final Act of the CSCE. The view was expressed that the Annex, together 
with the comments thereon made at the Commission session, should be submitted to 
the Committee with a recommendation that it should serve as a basis for establishing 
its future programme of activities. In this connexion, the Committee should 
define more clearly some of the proposed topics and also exercise some pruning in 
order to concentrate available resources on projects of highest priority. Some 
delegations, including that of France, 11 urged that document E/ECE/900 and the 
views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present session, 
should be transmitted to the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning which 
should take full account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be 
guided by the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its 
programmes of work at its next meeting. Some other delegations of the member 
States of the European Economic Community subsequently stressed certain aspects 
which were of particular importance to their Governments. 

139. The following comments were made on the suggestions presented by the Executive 
Secretary in Annex H to document E/ECE/900: 

General 

The programme of work as a whole, its presentation under six main work areas 
and their content were widely appreciated as being well-balanced and coherent. The 
delegation of Sweden stated that it considered work areas 1, 3 and 5 as being of 
most vital interest, thereafter work areas 6, 2 and 4, in that order. The delrgation 
of Hungary stated its continued general interest in work areas 1, 4, 5 and 6 but 
felt that some selection would need to be made by the Committee with regard to 
projects in work areas 2 and 3. 

Detailed comments: 

Work area 1: Long-term perspectives and policies in human settlements 

1.1. The delegations of Finland, Romania and Sweden expressed special interest in 
this topic. The United Kingdom delegation thought it might be usefully merged 
with topic 1. 5. 

11 Wherever in the following the delegation of France is mentioned, it should 
be noted that it also expressed in this discussion the opinion of the other member 
countries of the European Economic Community. 
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1.2. The delegations of France and the United. Kingd.om expressed. some d.oubt about 
the involvement of the Committee in the preparation of the Overall Economic 
Prospective and stated that they would make additional comments on this in the 
discussion of Annex K. 

1.3. The d.elegatione of Sweden, Poland. and. the United. Kingd.om expressed interest 
in this topic, Swed.en with the remark that the project should. be carried out 
directly und.er the Committee. 

1.4. The d.elegatione of Finland., France, Romania and Sweden expressed. interest in 
this topic; the d.elegation of Canada requested a more precise formulation of the 
project before taking a stand. 

1.6. The delegations of Canada, Finland., France, Poland., Romania and the USSR 
expressed interest in the topic, Canada and. France emphasizing that overlap with 
other organizations should be avoid.ed. and. that the work should be in line with 
the decisions of the ad. hoc Meeting of Experts on Energy Economy and Efficiency 
in the ECE Region. 

Work area 2: Integrated. human settlements planning and development 

2 .1. The d.elega.tione of Finland and. France stressed the importance of this 
topic. 

2.2. The d.elega.tione of Finland., Poland., Romania and Sweden stressed the 
importance of this topic while the d.elegatione of France and the United Kingd.om 
called for a stricter control by the Committee of the subjects to be dealt with 
eo as to ensure concentration of effort and concrete results of the work. 

2.3. The d.elegation of the German Democratic Republic felt that continued. work 
on the improvement of housing should be included in this topic. 

2.4. The d.elegatione of Finland and. the USSR expressed. interest in this topic 
while the delegation of Swed.en felt that this topic was only of minor value. 

2. 5. The d.elegatione of France, Greece and. Portugal confirmed. their continued. 
interest in this topic; the d.elegation of Swed.en felt that this topic was only 
of minor value for ECE countries taken as a whole and. it suggested. that ad hoc 
meetings might be organized. as and. when necessary. 

2.6. The delegations of Canada and the United. Kingd.om stressed. that the 
Habitat Conference might lead to increased activities in the field of human 
settlements also on the regional level. 

Work area 3: Selected socio-economic problems in housing 

3.1. The delegations of France and Sweden expressed. special interest in this 
topic. 

3.2. The d.elega.tione of France and. Swed.en expressed. interest in this topic, the 
former, however, requesting that it should. be reformulated. to indicate that it 
was restricted to "exploratory work" on migrant workers housing, as agreed. by the 
Committee; the delegation of the German Democratic Republic felt that lesser 
priority might be given to this. 
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3.3. The delegations of Finland and. Poland indicated their interest in this topic. 
The delegation of France felt that the topic was not indispensable. The d.elegation 
of the German Democratic Republic proposed to shorten the proposed duration of the 
work on this topic. 

3 .4. The delegation of the United. Kingdom expressed interest in this topic. 

3.5. The delegation of Finland expressed interest in this topic. The d.elegation 
of Sweden felt that this topic should have the lowest priority in this work area. 

Work area 4: Selected problems in building materials and. construction 

4.1. The delegations of France and Sweden expressed interest in this topic. 

4.2. The d.elegations of Finland, Swed.en and the USSR expressed. interest in this 
topic. The d.elegation of the German Democratic Republic felt that the topic 
should be restricted to a follow-up to the seminar to be held. in Budapest in 
autumn 1976. The d.elegation of the United. Kingd.om would. prefer the Committee to 
concentrate on co-ordinating and. collecting ,.,ork already being carried. out in 
existing programmes. The delegation of the Fed.eral Republic of Germany drew 
attention to the need for co-operation with the Senior Ad.visers to ECE Governments 
on Environmental Problems. 

4.3. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Romania and the USSR expressed 
interest in this topic. 

4.4. The d.elegation of Swed.en expressed. interest in this topic. 

4.5. The delegations of France and the USSR expressed interest in this project. 

Work area 5: Promotion of international trade in building products and know-how 

The delegation of the United Kingd.om supported all the projects in this work area 
but stressed that the Committee should restrict its role to the co-ordination and. 
synchronization of international work already being carried out in this field. 

5.1. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Canada, the USSR, Poland, Sweden, 
Finland and Hungary supported work on this topic. 

5. 2. The de lega tiona of the USSR, Poland, Sweden, Finland. and Hungary supported. 
work on this topic. The delegation of Canada felt that less priority should. be 
given to it in view of the importance of the other topics in this work area. 

5·3· The delegations of Canada, the USSR, Poland, Finland and Hungary supported 
this topic. The Swed.ish delegation felt that it should be given less priority 
than the other topics in this work area. 

5.4. The d.elegations of Canada, the USSR, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Finland and 
Hungary supported this topic. 

5·5· The d.elegations of the USSR, Poland, Sweden, Finland, Hungary and CMEA 
supported this topic \'lhile the d.elegation of Canada felt that 1 t should be given 
less priority. 
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5.6. The delegations of the USSR, Poland, the German Democratic Republic, Sweden, 
Finland, Hungary and. CMEA supported this topic while the d.elegation of Canada felt 
that it should. be given less priority. 

Work area 6: Statistics and information 

The d.elegations of Canada, France, Swed.en, Hungary and. the United. Kingdom expressed 
a special interest in both topics includ.ed in this work area. 

Inland. Transport Committee 

140. In consid.ering the report of the Inland Transport Committee on its thirty-fifth 
session (ECE/TRANB718), many delegations commented on the work done by the 
Committee and its subsid.iary bodies during the past year and generally end.orsed 
the short and long-term programmes of work ad.opted by the Committee. They discussed 
the Executive Secretary's suggestions for future activities of the Inland Transport 
Committee as presented. in Annex I to document E/ECE/900. 

141. Delegations stressed their satisfaction with the \vork done by the Inland. 
Transport Committee and ita subsid.iary bodies. Some d.elegations emphasized. that 
the value of the Committee's work had. been specifically recognized. in the Final Act 
of the CSCE. These delegations hoped that Member Governments' co-operation over 
hosting meetings and. similar assistance to the Committee would not waver. They 
urged that there should. be no red.uction in the resources d.evoted. to the Committee 
and no diversion of interest from transport activities in the ECE. Several 
d.elegatione emphasized. the importance of the opening for signature of the revised. 
TIR Convention, of the European Agreement on Main International Traffic 
Arteries (AGR), of the Agreement on Yunimum Requirements for the Issue and. 
Valid.! ty of Driving Perm! ts and of the adoption of the Convention on the Contract 
for the International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Inland. Waterways (CVN). 

142. Referring to the current exchange of information on important trends in 
transport d.evelopnents and transport policy, several d.elegations expressed. their 
satisfaction with the new orientation that had been given to that project by the 
adoption of a questionnaire designed to obtain on a more systematic and comparable 
basis the necessary information. 

143. Many d.elegations commented. on the importance of the act! vi ties of the 
Committee with regard. to transport infrastructure, in particular the development 
and improvement of an international European highway network; several d.elegations 
expressed support for the North/South Motorway, a regional co-operative project 
carried. out jointly with UNDP. Some other d.elegations referred to the linking of 
the international river eystem. 

144. Reference was made also to the problems of bottlenecks in rail and road 
transport due to the inad.equacy of existing infrastructure. The delegates from 
Greece and Turkey commented in this connexion on the difficulties resulting from 
the rapid. increase in the volume of goods traffic between Europe and. the Middle East 
and the measures taken or under consideration to cope with this situation. In this 
connexion, the d.elegate from Turkey pointed. out that it would be unfair that his 
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country alone should be the one to should.er the entire burd.en due to overload on 
the local roads and suggested. that the parties concerned also contribute and. in 
this connexion reiterated their interest in the extension of the European 
North/South Motorway through Turkey into the Mid.dle East which he said. would 
require joint action in respect of major financial aid. and. technical assistance. 

145. Many delegations emphasized. the need. to facilitate international road. 
transport, inter alia, l'ti th a view to supporting the d.evelopment of international 
trade. In this context reference was mad.e to the d.ecision of the Committee with 
regard to the convening of a meeting in 1977 on all aspects of the problems of the 
international transport of goods by road., including trans! t traffic, and. it was 
suggested. that this be included as a specific project in the programme of work. 
The Swedish delegation favoured the establishment within the ECE of multilateral 
agreements to deal with the problems presently experienced in transit traffic by 
road. It furthermore was of the opinion that the Inland. Transport Committee and. 
the Committee on the Development of Trad.e should initiate a close co-operation on 
this matter. 

146. Several delega tiona commented on the progress mad.e with regard. to safety 
provisions for international inland waterway transport (standardization of 
technical requirements for vessels; standardization of rules of the road and. eigne 
and signals in inland navigation) and. stressed the d.esirability of carrying out 
studies with a view to elaborating a Convention cod.ifying provisions concerning 
safety in ir.land. navigation as a logical continuation of the work carried out 
eo far. 

147. Reference l'lae made to the need. to intensify studies with regard to the 
improvement of urban and. suburban transport and. in this context the question of 
measures for promoting increased use of public transport was raised .• 

148. Many delegations stressed the importance of intensifying the successful work 
of the Group of Experts on the Construction of MOtor Vehicles and. urged that 
adequate resources be allocated for this purpose. 

149. With regard. to the transport of dangerous goods, several d.elegations 
considered. it necessary to expedite the work with regard. to the harmonization of 
existing regulations, in particular with regard. to road. transport (ADR} and. rail 
transport (RID} in Europe. It was also suggested. that the harmonization of the 
resolution relating to the European provisions concerning the international 
carriage of dangerous goods by inland. waterway (ADN} with the provisions of the 
ADNR be studied. further. Reference was made to the importance of ECOSOC 
resolution 1973 (LIX) requesting the ECOSOC Committee of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Good.s to consid.er the possibility of preparing an international 
world-wid.e Convention on the carriage of dangerous good.s by all mod.es of transport. 

150. Referring to the organization of the work of the Committee and. its subsidiary 
bodies, the interrelationship between work on the facilitation of international 
transport and the development of trad.e was stressed, calling for close co-operation 
between the Committees concerned. The delegation of Sweden favoured. joint 
sponsorship of the work on transport statistics by the Inland Transport Committee 
and the Conference of European Statisticians. It also thought that the findings 
of the Group of Rapporteurs on Air Pollution Problems should be communicated to the 
Working Party on Air Pollution Problems. Furthermore that delegation suggested. 
that the Working Party on Rail Transport analyse the results of the work achieved 
in order to reformulate its programme of work. 
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151. The Sessional Committee consid.ered. a d.raft decision submitted by the 
d.elega.tion of Switzerland., on the convening of a special session of the Inland. 
Transport Committee to review the structure of the work programme from 1977 
onward.s and. taking into account, in particular, Annex I to d.ocument E/ECE/900, 
the comments mad.e by the Commission at its present session, and the suggestions 
put forward at the thirty-fifth session of the Inland. Transport Committee. 

152. The d.elega.tion of the USSR expressed. the view that, as there had. been general 
agreement in the Commission on the Executive Secretary's proposals made in 
d.ocument E/ECE/900, it should be possible for the Inland Transport Committee to 
make the necessary adaptation to its programme of work at its regular session in 
February 1977. 

153. The delegation of Switzerland explained. that its proposal had. been intended 
to facilitate the re-adapta tion of the work programme of the Committee and. to 
accelerate its implementation, but that, under the circumstances, it would be 
withdrawn. 

154. Annex I to d.ocument E/ECE/900 met with general appreciation and support. 
A number of d.elega.tions, including that of the United. Ki.ngd.om, y' urged that 
document E/ECE/900 and. the views expressed or agreed. thereto by member Governments 
at the present session, should be tranemi tted. to the Inland. Transport Committee 
which should take full account of that d.ocument and. the above-mentioned views and. 
be guided by the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its 
programmes of work at its next meeting. The d.elega.tions of the Fed.eral Republic of 
Germany, Italy and the Netherland.s subsequently stressed. certain aspects which 
were of particular importance to their Governments. 

155. The following suggestions were mad.e: 

Work area 1: Medium and. long=term perapecti vee 

1.1. The d.elegation of the United Ki.ngd.om found this topic acceptable. 

1.2. The d.elega.tion of the United. Ki.ngd.om expressed. a reservation concerning 
method.a of co-operation between the subaid.iary bodies and. the Senior Economic 
Advisers to ECE Governments on the Overall Economic Perspective; it suggested 
that the Committee should not allocate a disproportionate amount of its resources 
to this exercise. Amplification of this view would. be given when Annex K to 
E/ECE/900 was discussed. in the Committee. 

Work area 2: Transport infrastructure and. operations 

2.1. The d.elegation of the United. Ki.ngd.om suggested that the wording reflect 
more clearly the text of the Final Act of the CSCE and read.: "Examination of the 
possibilities for projects of common interest with a view to long-term 
co-operation in establishing a coherent navigable network in Europe". The 
delegation of Hungary expressed special interest in topic 2.1. 

y' Whenever in this section the d.elegation of the United. Ki.ngd.om is 
mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed also the opinion of the other 
members of the European Economic Community. 
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2.2. The delegations of Austria and. Hungary attached. special importance to this 
topic. 

2.3. Special interest in this topic was emphasized. by the delegations of Austria, 
Greece and. Poland .• 

2 .4. The d.elegation of Austria expressed. special interest in this topic. 

2. 5. The d.e legation of the United Kingd.om suggested that the wording reflect 
more clea.rly the text of the Final Act of CSCE to read: "Examination of the 
possibilities for projects of common interest with a view to long-term co-operation 
in the d.evelopment of road networks". The delegation acknowled.ged. the progress 
of the construction of the North/South Motorway and the work already started. on 
this project. The d.elegation of Swed.en consid.ered this topic of particular 
importance. 

2.6. The d.elegation of the German Democratic Republic suggested. that this item be 
specified Nith a view to providing for the study of a draft intergovernmental 
agreement on the introduction of automatic coupling. This topic was acceptable 
to the United Kingd.om. The French d.elegation, supported. by the Netherland.s 
d.elegation, said that it had. no objection to the topic being examined periodically 
by the Committee, but it did. not believe that it was possible at present to carry 
out studies that would lead to an intergovernmental agreement in that sphere. 

Work area 3: Facilitation of international transport 

The delegation of Austria emphasized the importance of this work area as a whole. 
The United Kingd.om suggested. that the Committee' a d.ecision to und.ertake work on the 
general problem of the international transport of good.s by road should be reflected. 
in this work area of Annex I (see also para. 145 above). 

3.1. The United Kingdom delegation supported work in this field. and suggested 
that this topic be completed. by including a reference to a "discussion of 
co-ordination between the various agreements". The delegation of Hungary expressed 
ita special interest in this topic. 

3.2. The delegations of Norway and Bwed.en stressed the particular importance of 
this topic for their countries. The United. Kingd.om supported work in this field. 

3.3. The United Kingd.om considered this acceptable. 

3.4. The United. Kingd.om supported. work in this field .• 

3. 5. The United. Kingd.om d.elegation suggested. that this topic be modified in order 
to reflect more clearly the text of the Final Act of the CSCE to read.: 
"Development of the work and. studies now being carried. out aiming at the 
elimination of disparities, etc.". The delegations of the Fed.eral Republic of 
Germany and o:f the Netherland.a emphasized the need for following closely the 
CSCE text. The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Romania and. the 
Ukrainian SSR expressed their special interest in this topic. 

3.6. The d.elegation of Austria expressed. special interest in this topic. The 
United Kingdom found it acceptable. 
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3.0. Tho delegation of the United Kingdom attached major importance to this topic. 

3.9. The United Kingdom delegation reserved its position pending further information 
concerning the activities involved, 

Work area 4: _flransport safet;y 

4.1. The delegatiom of Hungary, Normcy and S;teden mentioned the particular 
importance of this topic for their countries. The United Kingdom considered it 
acceptable. 

4.2. The United Kingdom regarded this topic as acceptable, 

4.3. The delegation of Sweden considered this topic of particular importance. The 
United Kingdom considered it acceptable. 

4.4. The delegations of Hungary : .. nd Norway expressed special interest in this topic, 
to which the United Kingdom attached major importance. 

4.6. The delegation of the Ulcrainian SSR emphasized the importance of this topic. 
The United Kingdom found it acceptable. 

4,7, The United Kingdom delegation suggested that the co-operation mentioned should 
be carried out by the exchange of documents and similar methods but without any 
additional involvement by member Governments or allocation of additional resources. 

vlork area 5: Environmental and resource-saving aspects 

Work area 6: Statistics and information 

The United Kingdom found all the topics in these areas acceptable. 

156. The follo\dna- additional projects \'l'ere suggested by delegations: 

- The convening of a meeting in 1977 on all aspects of problems arising in 
international transport of goods by road, including transit traffic 
(United Kingdom) • 

- The development of international inland transport of passengers and goods 
as well as the possibilities of adequate participation in such trensport 
on the basis of reciprocal advantage (S,·ri tzerland). 

- The elimination of difficulties arising from disparities in existing 
international legal provisions governing the reciprocal raihtay transport 
of passengers and goods between countries (Switzerland). 
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The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Greece, Hungar,y, 
Italy, Poland, Sweden and Yugoslavia expressed special interest in the 
sub-item "construction of the North/South Motorwa.y11 • 

- 2.6. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic suggested that 
this item be specified with a vie"' to providing for the study of a 
draft intergovernmental agreement on the introduction of automatic 
coupling, 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Environmental Problems 

1~7. For the consideration of this question the Sessional Committee had before it 
the report of the fourth session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems (ECE/ENV/1;) as well as Annex E to the Executive Secretar,y's 
Report on the future activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900). All delegations 
participating in the discussion stressed the increasing importance attached by their 
Governments to measures for the protection of the environment both at the national 
and international levels. The political will to strengthen co-operation within the 
framework of the ECE had found eloquent expression in the recommendations of the 
Final Act of the CSCE. Some delegations emphasized the project aiming at the 
development of an extensive programme for the monitoring and evaluation of the long
range transport of air pollutants. Equally important were the provisions for a 
study of procedures for, and relevant experience relating to the activities of 
Governments in developing the capabilities of their countries in predicting 
adequately the environmental consequences of economic activities and technological 
development. It i·ras especially pointed out that work in this area might be of 
assistance to ECE Governments in solving conflicts over resource use and in 
preventing irreversible environmental damage \'Thich might arise in connexion vi th 
development plans and projects. 

158. Most delegations expressed satisfaction with the new short-term programme of 
"'ork of the Senior Advisers adopted at their fourth session. Reference was 
frequently made to the role played by the Seminar held in Rotterdam in spring 1975 
for the further development of activities in the broad area of interest relating to 
environmental policy, socio-economic planning and management issues. The clo~e 
linlc bet'\'teen environment and socio-economic development issues \vas generally 
recognized, many delegations considered that the integration of environmental 
policies into socio-economic development planning had become necessa~7 in order to 
ensure that economic and technical progress would be compatible with the rational 
use of natural resources and basic requirements for quality of life, a problem of 
paramount importance in the ECE region. The delegation of Poland pointed out that 
its Government would use all the possibilities of its centrally planned economy to 
enforce such policies. In this context, several delegations expressed their 
interest in the co-operation on problems relating to non-waste technology, \lhich had 
been established \vithin the ECE and was supported by the United National Environment 
Programme (U~~P). They welcomed the seminar on principles and creation of non
\·Taste technology scheduled to be held in December 1976 in France. 'l1he delegation 
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the German Democratic Republic considered that the Senior Advisers had an important 
task in organizing the flow of information betl'reen the various ECE Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies in this subject area. On the whole, the Sessional Committee was 
satisfied that the current work programme incorporated preparatory or exploratory 
work on many projects which belonged to the future work areas suggested by the 
Executive Secretary in his Report E/ECE/900 and its Annex E. 

159. All deleaations referred to the elaboration of a long-term programme of work 
for the Senior Advisers on Environmental Problems by the fifth session and the 
proposals contained in document E/ECE/900 received general support as guidelines in 
this respect. It was pointed out that Annex E had in fact, ~o R great extent, 
translated the objectives for co-operation on protection of the environment, as 
formulated in the Final Act of the CSCE, into work areas. The delegation of 
Finland considered that the topics of nature conservation and protection of the 
marine environment were not yet fully dealt '\'Ti th in ECE but it was also felt 
(Canada), however, that the work programme should not be too diffuse and over
ambitious; the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany held that work within 
the ECE should be focused on fields '\'There the Commission was most qualified. For 
the preparation of the long-term programme of work it was suggested (USSR) that the 
convening of an ad hoc meeting prior to the fifth session might be appropriate. 

160. Some delegations, including the representative of the European Economic 
Community, urged that document EjECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed thereto 
by member Governments at the present session, should be transmitted to the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on :bJnvironmental Problems who should tal<:e full account 
of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views recorded 
in this report in completing the elaboration of their programmes of work at their 
next meeting. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy and the 
United Kingdom subsequently stressed certain aspects uhich were of particular 
importance to their Governments. 

161. General agreement l~S expTessed with the six work areas presented in Annex E 
to document E/ECE/900; detailed comments were made as follows: 

Work area 1: Prospective trends and problems 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic felt that work areas 1 and 2 
could conveniently be integrated, as they were similar in content. 

1.1. Activities under this topic were extensively supported. The delegation of 
the Federal Republic of Germany proposed that the wording of this topic be adapted 
to the project 05.1.1. (a) of the Senior Advisers' programme of \vork. 

1.2. Some hesitation was expressed (Germany, Federal Republic of; Italy; United 
Kingdom; EEC) concerning the possibilities of a useful contribution to the Olrerall 
Economic Perspective for the ECE Region; however, the delegation of Hungary stated 
that this project had of necessity to include careful analysis of environmental 
perspectives. It was decided that the problem should be deferred to the 
discussion of Annex K by the Senior Advisers. 
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Hork area 2: Current developments and prospects in environmental protection 

2,1. This topic \'1':\S supported by the delegation of the European Economic Community. 

vlork area 2: Environmental policy and management issues 

3.1. Many delegations expressed interest in this stu~ as recommended in the Final 
Act. Concerning methods and models for evaluating the impact of man's activities 
on the environment, the delegations of Spain, Romania and the EI!lC expressed 
positive support, uhereas the delegation of the Byelorussian SSR emphasized that 
work should be concentrated on co-operation bet-vreen interested member countries 
in developing linkages bet,veen economic and pollution abatement models. 
Activities relating to public information on the environmental impact of 
technological development was supported by a few delegations (Spain; 
United Kingdom); houever, suggestions '"ere also made that work on this subject 
should be deferred for a fe\V" years (Italy; EEC). 

3.2. Support for this topic was given by the delegations of Austria and the 
Ukrainian SSR, whereas the representative of the European Economic Community 
reserved his position, indicating that the initiative in this field should perhaps 
be left to the Food and Agriculture Ora~Jdzation (FAO). Concerning problems of 
tourism, interest was reflected by most delegations from the member countries of 
the Mediterranean area and Austria, which indicated that the development of 
activities should t~ce into account the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Symposium on the Planning and Development of the Tourist Industry in the ECE 
Region, held in Dubrovnik (Yugoslavia) in 1975. The representative of the 
European Economic Community felt that attention should focus on the environmental 
impact in coastal regions. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic 
expressed reservations about further involvement in work related to this project. 

}:!£pk area 4: Resources and waste problems 

4.1. A number of delegations gave support to the development of activities in the 
field of the collection, disposal, treatment and recycling of solid waste, low 
and non-\'l'aste technology, as -vrell as control of toxic chemicals and toxic wastes. 
VIi th respect to problems of substitution fol~ non-biodegradable substances, the 
delegation of the United States suggested that future work must have the careful 
consideration of the Senior Advisers at their fifth session, since work had not 
yet commenced on this topic; the delecration of the United Kingdom expressed doubts 
about this topic, as vtork on it had only been accorded lovr priority by the 
Senior Advisers. 

4.2. Delegations generally approved the proposed activities on this topic, 
rrhe representative of the European Economic Community stressed that special 
emphasis should be laid on conservation aspects, t~cing into account the 
recommendations adopted at the recent p.d hoc Heating on Energy Economy and 
Efficiency in the ECE Region. The delegation of the United Kingdom, however, 
did not allo\'t priority to this topic. 
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5.1. Wide support was given to work on problems of air pollution. Special 
importance was attached to the development of an extensive programme for the 
monitoring and evaluation of the long-range transport of air pollutants, as 
recommended in the Final Act. However, the delegation of the German Democratic 
Republic tbought that activities were more related to monitoring than to the 
priority task, \V'hich consisted of the reduction and ultimate prevention of air 
pollution. The delegation of Norua;y pointed out that monitoring and evaluntion 
was a useful first step, but that the main objective was to reduce and prevent 
pollution. It would therefore seem that one approach did not exclude the other. 
The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany proposed the follo'\lring vrording 
of this topic: "Development of guidelines for the control of emissions from 
specific industries." 

5.2. Concerning environmente~ aspects of water pollution, most delegations 
considered that related activities should be carried out in close co-operation w'ith 
the Committee on Uater Problems. In respect of the protection of the marine 
environment of the Mediterranean &ld continental seas from pollution emanating 
from land-based sources, many delegations urged that co-operation should also be 
extended to the UNEP and other international organizations concerned, The 
del ega tiona of Hungary and S\·reden questioned uhether it would be appropriate for 
the ECE to engage itself in problems of protecting the marine environment in areas 
vmere co-operation in a regional context between riparian countries was already 
under way. The delegation of Greece suggested that the whole problem should be 
taken up for discussion at the forthcoming session of the Committee on i'Tater 
Problems, "VThen consideration \V"ould also be given to the results of the Seminar on 
the Protection of Coastal Waters against Pollution from Land-based Sources, held 
in Lisbon (Portugal) in 1975· 'lbe Italian delegation proposed that further 
consideration should be given to the question and asked for more information from 
the secretariat on the objectives, modalities and organization of the project 
included under this item. 

\vork area 6: Statistics, information and norms 

6.1. Delegations commented favourably upon the proposals for collection of 
statistics and information, 

6.2. The delegations of Austria and Hungary expressed interest in developing 
related activities to this topic; the delegation of the United Iungdom and the 
representative of the EEC referred to ongoing work in other international fora 
and thought that the proposed activities should be more precisely defined, before 
taking a clear stand. 

162. Several delegations commented upon problems relating to the method of work of 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. Satisfaction 
was expressed (United States) "VTi th the proposals of the fourth session to elaborate 
ne'\V' procedures for project formulation and to give broader dissemination to tbe 
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documentation of the Senior Advisers. It was further recommended (Canada; 
Czechoslovakia; Norway) that the efforts of this body should be concentrated on a 
smaller number of projects than at present and that activities should be kept within 
practical bounds, vri th emphasis on efficiency and action. 

163. In a statement by the representative of the ILO reference was made to the 
expansion of the work of this aeency relating to the working environment as well as 
a certain change in approach; great interest was expressed in several projects in 
the work programme of the Senior Advisers, especially those connected with air 
pollution emanating frorn specific industries and with the problems of noise. 

164. In the course of the discussion in the Sessional Committee, several delegations 
made reference to possibilities of assigning a specific co-ordinating role to the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Bnvironmental Problems. The delegation of 
the Federal Republic of Germany urged that the Senior Advisers should be better 
informed- preferably in advance - of ongoing or planned activities in ECE in the 
field of environment, bearing in mind that the task of co-ordination rested with the 
Commission itself. In his comments on this point, the Executive Secretary Dtressed 
that the Commission should maintain the present two-tiered structure. Any 
ambiguity in this respect could have far-reaching consequences. The Executive 
Secretary considered that the Senior Advisers should, in a measure, provide general 
guidance to the development of environmental activities of the other bodies. 
He also appreciated the proposal by the delegation of the United States that a 
synchronized ECE programme on environment should be presented at each session of the 
Commission in addition to the currently used synoptic table. 

165. For their consideration of thiz Hem of tho agenda the Sessional Committee had 
before it the report of the four-~h session of Seaior Advisers to :JJCE Governments on 
l::)cience ancl Technology C_;c~/SC.TECH/8) anc( Ann0x J to the Report of the Execu-l;ive 
Secretary lli/J.JUE/9r)O. 

166. Delegates expressed their Governments 1 interes-t; in the con-t;inued work of ·the 
Commission in the field of science and teclmology and in particular in ·t;he activit;ies 
of the Senim.~ Advisers to J~CE Governments on Science and 'rechnology. The organization 
of the Seminar on the Management of the ·rransfer of Technology vli thin Industrial 
Co-operation and of the Seminar on the S·t;e:tistics of Science and Technolo@Y, -vras 
uelcomed by a number of delegations. fJeveral delegations and the representative of 
the CHGA pointed out the posi-(;i ve cmTcrilmtions of the CMEA to seminars and symposia 
being organized under the auspices of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Science and Technology. High expectations for useful and practical results from the 
forthcoming Semj.nar on 'l'echnologies for the Utilization of J.Jow-Calorie Fuels in Varna, 
(Bulgaria) vere also expressed, aloug vrith a:?:'Jl'eciation for the offer of the Bulgarian 
Government to host the Seminar. 

167. :Host speakers stressed -bhe need for the Senior Advisers to select carefully their 
fields of activiCy id th a vieu to focussing· the Commission 1 s a.cti vi ties on problems of 
immediate and ;_Jra.ctica1 ~<eecl Elnd of Ol'oad interes-t; to member Governments. In this 
connexion, the work of the Senior Ac1visers in the areas of science a.nd technology 
policies, technology t1'a.nsfer, international co-opera:tion in science and technology, 
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innovation in energy technologies and technological trends in basic materials and 
natural resources were considered useful by several delegations. Delegates also 
welcomed the work which would be carried out in co-operation with the Committee on the 
Development of Trade on the manual on licensing procedures and related aspects of 
technology transfer in the ECE region. 

168. The proposed contribution of the Senior Advisers to the preparation of the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development was also considered 
important by a number of delegations. On the occasion of the adoption of the report, 
the delegation of Austria informed the Commission that its Government had decided to 
invite this Conference to be held in Vienna in 1979. 

169. Some delegations maintained that the Senior Advisers should pay more attention to 
the probla:ns of the member countries of the ECE l>rhich were developing from an economic 
point of view and to the needs of developing countries in other regions of the Horld. 
Others felt that the Commission should concentrate on questions relating to countries 
with different economic and social systems and leave to other organizations matters 
relating to developing countries in other regions. 

170. With regard to the future work programme of the Senior Advisers and the proposed 
lon~term programme of work, a number of delegations (Bulgaria; Czechoslovakia; 
Greece; Poland; Romania; Turkey; United States) expressed satisfaction Hith the 
proposals put forward by the Executive Secretary in Annex J to E/ECE/900. Other 
delegations (Byelorussian SSR; Germany, Federal Republic of; Hungary; 
Ukrainian SSR; USSR) were of the opinion that the long-term work programme contained 
in Annex II to the report of the fourth session of Senior Advisers (ECE/SC.TECH/8) 
reflected better the balance 1.,rhich should be given to the various work areas and 
that this should form the basis for further consideration of the programme of work by 
the Senior Advisers at their fifth session. 

171. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germanyl/ noted that the task of the 
Commission was to make specific comments on the future work programme of the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology as proposed in Annex J to 
E/ECE/900 and, together with some other delegations urged that document E/ECE/900 and 
the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present session, 
should be transmitted to the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology who should take full account of that document and the above-mentioned 
views and be guided by the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration 
of their programmes of work at their next meeting. The delegations of Ireland, 
Italy and the United Kingdom subsequently stressed certain aspects ,.,.hich were of 
particular importance to their Governments. 

1/ Whenever in the follo1.,ring paragraphs the delegation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany is mentioned it should be noted that it also expressed in this discussion 
the opinion of the other members of the European Economic Community. 
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172. Specific comments were made on Annex J as follows: 

l'Jork area 1: Long-term tren£._~ and per_spectj.~ 

A number of delegations expressed the view that this work area should not be 
em~hasized to the extent indicated in Annex J (Austria; Germany, Federal Republic of; 
Switzerland), while others welcomed the proposals (Bulgaria; German Democratic 
Hepublic; Greece; ·eoland; Rowania i Yugoslavia), It ,.,as pointed out that instead 
of increasing the workload in the field of long-term trends and perspectives, a well
defined study in this area should be undertaken which would allow the employment of 
existing national reports and ,.,hich would have to include full participation by all 
member Governments (Germany, Federal Republic of). Other delegations (United Kingdom; 
United f":tates) stated that there was a need for much more detailed explanation of 
the topics foreseen in this work area. 

1.1. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany raised a reservation and 
referred to the comments \<rhich \'Tere to be made on the future activities of the 
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments. 

1.2. The delegations of Greece, Poland and Yugoslavia particularly welcomed 
proposal while the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany considered 
topic as the kind of work where existing national reports could be fed in; 
clarification, however, was required. 

this 
this 
further 

J.. 3, The delegation of Poland ,.,elcomed this proposal while the delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany expressed agreement on this topic provided that this 
would not require significant new resources. 

1.4. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany suggested that mention should 
be ma.de of international scientific and technological policies and that the topic 
be merged with work area 2, topic 1. 

Work area 2: Current develo]ments in science and technologY policies 

There was agreement that this work area constituted an 
for the Senior Advisers. At the same time it was proposed 
work area should be merged with work area 1, then to read: 
policies" (Germany, Federal Republic of). 

important field of \'TOrk 
to consider whether this 
"Science and technology 

2.3. Some delegations (Austria; s.,.ritzerland; USSR) q1.1estioned the role of the 
Senior Advisers in the exchange of scientific and technological information and 
personnel. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany made a special reference 
to removal of obstacles which it considered primarily a matter of unilateral or 
bilateral a.ction. This delegation suggested that this topic be combined "'i th work 
a.rea 3, topic 2. 

2.4. It was suggested that this topic should be revised using the wording of 
project 10.2.1.3 of Annex II to the report ECE/SC,TECH/8 (Germany, Federal Repunlic of), 
and that activities under this heading should be in the form of specific case 
studies (United States). 
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Work area 3: Co-operation in scientific and technological research and its applicatiqa 

There was agreement that this work area was an important area for the Senior 
Advisers (Czechoslovakia; Germany, Federal Republic of; Greece; BllllB'8XY; Poland; 
Romania) especially the review activities envisaged in selected problem sectors 
(Ireland; Romania). Many deles-ations referred to the need for work in the areas 
of innovation in ener(!Y' technolo@'i.es (Bul@'aria; Czechoslovakia; German Democratic 
Republic; Greece; HllllB'8XY; Romania; Turkey; Ukrainian SSR; USSR; United States; 
YU@'Oslavia) and for technolo@'i.cal trends in basic materials (Bul@'aria; Czechoslovakia; 
German Democratic Republic; Romania; Ukrainian SSR; USSR; United States) to be 
specifically mentioned. 

The dele@'ation of the Federal Republic of Germany proposed that the headins- of 
this work area be re-worded takins- account of the lon@'-term programme of work of the 
Senior Advisers, then to read: "International co-operation in selected fields of 
science and technology". 

3.1. It mis-ht be considered whether this topic could be mer@'ed with topic 2 
(Germany, Federal Republic of). 

3.2. With a view to favouring exchange of information and experience in selected 
fields, it was SU@'gested that to be consistent with the proposal related to 
work area 2, topic 3, it should read: "Study of the possibility of expandins
multilateral co-operation includins- models for projects in selected research areas" 
(Germany, Federal Republic of). 

The deleeation of Yu@'Oslavia proposed that the ECE secretariat should prepare 
a methodology for the programmins- (initiatives, information, co-ordination) of joint 
scientific projects, for which possible areas were mentioned in the CSCE Final Act. 

3.3. It was @'enerally agreed that problems of automation should be dealt with within 
one body and that the Senior Advisers was not the most appropriate. Further thotl@ht 
should be given yet to the institutional framework. 

~ area 4: Transfer of technology: 

All dele@'ations expressed satisfaction with the work done by the Senior Advisers 
in this work area and the need for its continuation. The delegation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany suggested that this subject should be included as a separate topic 
in work area 3 in accordance with project 10.2.2.4 of Annex II to the report 
ECE/SC.TECH/8 and using the description contained in that project. Work thus 
continuing might include exchanges of information on the technical and methodological 
aspects, inter alia licensing, of the transfer of technology through public or private 
channels (Ireland). The United States delegation stressed its interest in technology 
transfer at the enterprise level and the need for candid, informative and practical 
studies of interest to enterprises. The delegation of Italy also expressed its 
interest in the work on transfer of technology. 

4.1. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and the United Ki1~om 
emphasized the use of "commercial channels" in the transfer of technology, It was 
for commercial firms and organizations involved to pursue the transfer of technology 
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whereas the role of ECE seemed limited and the improvement of the general commercial 
environment, the task of the Committee on the Development of Trade, would be more 
conducive to such transfers. The following vrording was therefore suggested= 
"Exchange of information and experience on transfer of technolo@Y and on models of 
identifying and transferring technological and scientific developments'' (Germa:ny, 
Federal Republic of). 

4.2. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany thought that the wording 
proposed for topic 1 could cover this topic. 

4. 3. The delegations of Romania, Spain and Yugosla.via welcomed the inclusion of 
this topic in the work programme. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Switzerland and the USSR pointed out that there was a danger of duplication of work 
with other international organizations and that therefore the Senior Advisers should 
concentrate their attention on transfer of technology within the ECE region and 
suggested not to include this topic in the programme of work. 

WorK area 5: Other co-operative activities 

5.2. The need to participate in preparations for the United Nations Conference on 
Science and Technology was agreed. 

5.3. Many delegations (Austria; Germany, Federal Republic of; Slvitzerland; USSR) 
expressed the view that the pa.rticipation of the Senior Advisers in preparations for 
a Science Forum would not be useful. The United States delegation supported the 
inclusion of this topic in the programme. 

5.4. There were diverse views in favour of (Germany, Federal Republic of; Greece; 
United States) and against (Byelorussian SSR; USSR) a role for the Senior Advisers 
in organizing meetings such as those which would bring together younger scientists 
and technologists with eminent specialists in their field. The delegation of 
Switzerland was also in favour of organizing these meetings but on the condition that 
only experts would take part in them. The Austrian delegation noted that its view 
on the usefulness of this topic was dependent on the subject matter of the meetings. 

173. The following additional projects or programmes were suggested by delegations: 

- Code of conduct for the international transfer of technology (Yugoslavia); 

- Telecommunications tecm1ologies (Switzerland; Yugoslavia); 

-Electrical industries (Romania; Yugoslavia); 

- Identification and methods of overcoming obstacles to technology transfers 
to developing countries (~omania); 

- Improving the interface bet~·teen man and computers (Romania; Switzerland); 
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- Technologies for reducing the consumption of basic materials and natural 
resources (German Democratic Republic; Romania); 

-Study of the efficacy of current technology forecasting techniques (Spain}; 

- Study of the criteria. to be used at the national level to co-ordinate 
national and regional plans (Spain); 

- Study of measures to balance costs and returns from technology flows at the 
national level (Spain}; 

The review of trends and prospects in S and T policies in ECE countries 
(Poland}; 

- Study of the administration of research (Byelorussian SSR}. 

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments 

174. During the discussion of the report of the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments on their thirteenth session (ECE/EC.AD/12}, delegates evaluated the work 
done during the past year and expressed their views on the short- and long-term 
programme of work adopted by the Senior Economic Advisers, as well as the Executive 
Secretary's suggestions and pro~osa.ls for their future activities in 
document E/ECE/900. 

175. Delegations generally endorsed the activities of the Senior Economic Advisers 
which should receive a new impetus from the implementation of the Final Act. The 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany i/ drew attention to the pertinent 
provisions of that Act which envisaged that exchange of economic information 
contributed to the establishment of a. continuing flolr of trade and a. better utilization 
of commercial possibilities. The most important project, the ~reparation of an 
Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990 (OEP), ,.,as found by a. 
number of delegations to be of interest both to ECE Governments and to some ECE 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies, and in particular in conjunction with General Assembly 
resolution 3508 (XXX). · 

176. In this connexion, the Executive Secretary made an introductory statement 
concerning the relationship between the Senior Economic Advisers and other subsidiary 
bodies on lon~term trend studies and policl discussions. He made it clear that 
there was no intention in his Report E/ECE/900 to use the OEP to generate nell 
sectoral perspective studies nor to give the Senior Economic Advisers a. co-ordinating 
role in such a field. Nevertheless, the Senior Economic Advisers should offer 

!/ Whenever in this section the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany 
is mentioned, it should be noted that it also expressed in this discussion the opinion 
of the other member countries of the European Economic Community 
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methodological guidance on long-term studies to other subsidiary bodies and provide 
them with a set of assumptions and macro-economic indicators; in return they could 
usefully incorporate in the OEP sectoral information given by the relevant 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies. Such mutual exchanges of information, in which the 
secretariat should play an active role, would cross fertilize long-term studies made 
by the various subsidiary bodies, under the leadership of the Commission. 

177. The delegation of Poland, speaking on behalf of a number of socialist countries, 
stressed the desirability of adopting at the thirty-first session of the Commission, 
a decision on OVerall Economic Perspective and Development of International 
Co-operation in the ECE region up to 1990. This delegation pointed out that such 
a decision could, inter alia, 

(i) 

(ii) 

ask the Senior Economic Advisers to continue and further expand the work 
on the OEP which would embrace general trends of the ECE economic 
development, prospects of major sectors of the economy of the region and 
conclusions pertaining to the expansion of mutually beneficial co-operation 
between the ECE member countries, especially those with different economic 
and social systems; 

request the Executive Secretary to prepare, on the basis of the OEP, a 
s·tudy called for by General Assembly resolution 3508 (XXX) concerning 
examination of long-term trends in the economic development of world 
regions. 

178. A number of delegations stressed the need to make the OEP a central project in 
the work of the Commission. The United Kingdom delegation, speaking on behalf of 
the members of the European Economic Community, welcomed the Executive Secretary's 
statement on the use of the OEP and the role of the Senior Economic Advisers. There 
was wide agreement that a great deal of useful work on the OEP had already been done 
within the framework of the Senior Economic Advisers. 'rhe delegation suggested that 
the most use£ul application o£ the OEP would be to provide background £or member 
Governments in formulating their own economic plans. The Senior Economic Advisers 
should aim to identify in advance approaching sectoral imbalance between supply and 
demand and the possibilities for increased trade and industrial co-operation within 
the region to which these might give rise. The importance of the availability of 
equally valid and accurate data from both east and west was emphasized. The 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany suggested that the secretariat should 
ensure the necessary communication between the Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned; 
it would thus not seem indispensable to include a corresponding topic in the long-term 
programmes of work of those Bodies. 

179. A number of delegations underlined the usefulness of orienting the OEP towards 
concrete areas for international co-operation, as was already envisaged by the 
Senior Economic Advisers in Part III of the Overall Economic Perspective on 
"prospects for international economic relations 11

• In particular, according to those 
delegations, the OEP should identify problems of common interest and new opportunities 
£or international co-operation. Ivloreover, attention was drawn to the process of 
lon€-term adjustment of national economies to generate a mutually beneficial division 
of labour between countries. 
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180. The need to place the perspective for the ECE region in the context of world 
development was stressed by a number of delegations. Some of them (Hungary; Poland) 
referred explicitly to General Assembly resolution 3508 (XXX) on the "Examination of 
lon~term trends in the economic development of the re~ione of the world". The 
Commission, it was eu~~eted, mi~ht assist other regional commissions in buildin~ up 
their own perspectives. 

181. A number of specific remarks and eug~eetione were made on future work on this 
project: 

- The dele~tion of the United Kingdom suggested that the secretariat mi~ht 
(a) examine the main implications of different avera~e rates of economic ~owth 
(2 per cent, 4 per cent, 8 per cent, etc.) over the next 15 years baaed upon 
experience in different parte of the region at different rates of growth in the 
recent past; (b) refine these calculations in the light of actual developments 
over the next five years; (c) extend the study each five years retainin~ the 
15 years perspective (i.e. in 1980 extend the study to cover the period up to 
1955; (d) invite the main committees to comment on the relative conclusions 
made by the secretariat/Senior Economic Advisers and their implications. Such 
an approach would not req~re extensive diversion of resources. The delegation 
indicated that it would be advisable to review this matter durin~ the following 
year in the li~ht of the experience gained. 

- Energy and basic products should be considered as an important component part 
of the OEP (Bul~ria; Byelorueeian SSR; Finland; Hu~ary; Poland; Romania; 
Switzerland; Ukrainian SSR; USSR). 

- In the analysis of lo~term trends, countries should be grouped accordin~ to 
their economic and social system (Bulgaria; German Democratic Republic; Poland 
Ukrainian SSR; USSR) and also according to the characteristics of their 
economic structures (Portugal). 

- Future versions of the OEP should contain in-depth studies of problema in "'hich 
the region 1 a economy was viewed as a \'Thole and the member countries 'vere 
considered as distinct economic entities, irrespective of their economic and 
social systems, without ar)ificially limiting the content of the analysis to 
a system of global relatione between a few groupe of countries (Romania). 

- Dieaggre~tion by broad sectors was advocated by several delegations (Poland; 
Romania). 

- Work done on medium-term projections by other organizations like OECD could 
usefully be taken into account in the OEP (Sweden). 

- Better comparability between national account systems would facilitate the 
understanding of the OEP (Finland; Switzerland). 
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- Some delegations (German Democratic Republic; Portugal) mentioned the pressing 
needs of a number of Governments and Principal Subsidiary Bodies for general 
growth indicators, while others (United Kingdom) insisted on carefully 
considered and methodical progress. There was general agreement that the 
project could usefully extend over two or three years. 

182. The project on exchange of information and views on medium- and lon@'-term plans, 
programmes and prospects received wide support. In view of growing uncertainties in 
the future development of world trade and economic relations, this item was gaining 
importance. Delegations (Canada; Hungary; Poland; Romania) mentioned the useful 
procedure adopted at the last session of the Senior Economic Advisers, i.e. to focus 
the discussion on a few selected issues. Furthermore, it was desired that more 
policy-makers would participate in the discussion at the next session, at least for 
some part of the session. 

183. The programme of seminars of the Senior Economic Advisers for 1976-77 was 
generally endorsed, including the Seminar to be held in Budapest at the invitation 
of the Hungarian Government in December 1976 on factors of growth and investment 
policies: an international approach. It was hoped that future seminars might also 
refer to international factors of growth. 

184. Annex K to the Report E/ECE/900 on the future activities of the Commission 
received general support and it was suggested that, along with comments made at 
this session, it should be referred to the Senior Economic Advisers to direct their 
discussions in elaborating their programme of work. Some delegations urged that 
document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments 
at the present session, should be transmitted to the Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments who should take full account of that document and the above-mentioned 
views and be guided by the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration 
of their programmes of work at their next meeting. The following ~pecific comments 
on Annex K were made: 

- The Swedish delegation, while having no objection to having any of the 
proposed projects, felt that work areas 1 and 3 should have the highest 
priority. 

Work area 1: Medium- and long:term plans, programmes and perspectives 

1.1. This topic was acceptable althouB'h the word "prospects" should be added 
(Germany, Federal Republic of). 

1.2. This topic should be re-drafted, to make it distinct from topic 1.1., in line 
with the relevant provisions of the Final Act, to read: "Information allowing 
forecasts of development of the economy to assist in trade promotion, for example, 
information on the general orientation of national economic plans and programmes as 
well as programme priorities and economic conditions of the market" (Germany, 
Federal Republic of). 

1.3. This topic should receive priority in the Senior Economic Advisers' activities 
(Germany, Federal Republic of). 
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2.1. This topic should be discussed from a macro-economic point of vie1·r and therefore 
be included in work area 1, topic 3 (Germany, Federal R:public of). 

2.2. With regard to the relevant prov~s~ons of the CSCE Final ~ct, this topic should 
be handled by specialized Subsidiary Dodies ·proceeding on the grounds of the concept 
of an Overall Economic Perspective which ,.,as set out by the United Kingdom 
delegation (Austria; Germany, Federal Republic of). 

2.3. This topic should read ~s given in project 11.1.4 of the existing preliminary 
long-term ·programme of work \Germany, Federal Re·public of). 

2. 4. It should be left to the Senior Economic Advisers to tal:e up projects under the 
general heading: "Selected long-term problems of economic growth" 
(Germany, Federal Re·public of). 

3· 2. This topic should focus on the economic aspects; co-o·peration with ILO should 
be taken into cons ide ration; it should be reworded as follows: "Pre·para tion for a 
seminar on the economic as·pects of measures talcen in the field of social 
develo·pment" (Germany, Federal Re·public of). The delegation of Austria requested 
clarification on the concept of social objectives and economic growth ·policies. 

185. The Commission expressed its views on the importance of the work of the Senior 
Economic Advisers on the OEP and constructive views ,.,ere expressed by delegations on 
this subject. The Commission looked forward to further discussion of this '"ork at 
its thirty-second session. 

Steel Committee 

186. The discussion on tlris item was based on the report of the Steel Committee's 
forty-third session (ECE/STEEL/13), describing its activities in 1975 and setting 
out its ·programmes of worlc and priorities as ,.,ell as on Annex M to the 
Executive Secretary's Report E/ECE/900 on the future activities of the Commission. 

187. Commenting on the work accomplished ltnder the auspices of the Steel Committee, 
delegates expressed their Governments' general views. They commented also on the 
specific ·projects included in the short- and long-term ·programmes of vrork of the 
Committee. In this connexion several delegations underlined the importance of 
reflecting in the Steel Committee's '"ork programmes the relevant decisions and 
recommendations contained in the Final Act of the CSCE. 

188. Several delegations complimented the ColJlmittee for completing the stndy on the 
changing pattern of energy use in the iron and steel industry and for its exhaustive 
analysis of the steel market in 1974. 

189. Concerning forecasting Hark, a number of delegations \·Tere of the op~n~on that, 
despite existing difficulties, the analysis of future tendencies in the iron and 
steel industry should retain high priority in the work ·programme of the 
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Steel Committee; some other delegations indicated their interest in the completion 
of the study on long-term trends in steel consumption, production and trade until 
1985 and the outlook for 1990, when circumstances permitted. 

190. Several delegations drew the attention of the meeting to the need for the best 
use of resources, to the danger of uork duplication and to the necessity for close 
co-operation, on the one h&nd between the different international organizations, 
and on the other, between the ECE subsidiary bodies. Emphasis was also laid on tl~ 
need for speedier publication of completed studies. 

191. General a·pproval was expressed on the organization of seminars, symposia and 
study tours as a valuable means of ·promoting technical exchange and co-operation. 
Some delegations referred to the forthcoming Seminar on the Utilization of 
Pre-reduced Naterials in Iron and Steelmaking to be held in Romania in May 1976, 
stressing its topioali tyi interest uas also expl~essed in the sym·posium to analyse 
the interrelation bet'\'reen the iron and steel industry and the major steel consuming 
sectors. 

192. Several delegations re-emphasized that the Committee should not undertake too 
many studies at the same time in view of the limited resources available to the 
secretariat. 

193. Uos·~ delegations also commented on the future aotivi ties of the Steel Committee. 
Various opinions \·rere e~~pressed as to the importance of the different to·pios 
il1cluded in Almex l'I to E/ECE/900. Several delegations stressed the particular 
importance of teolmo-eoonomio subjects, raw materials subjects and medium- and 
long-term projects. Importance 1·1as attached also to the achievement of an 
equitable balance in tl~ Committee 1 s 'l.·rorlc programmes bet-vreen to·pios dealing with 
technological aJ.1d economic aspects. 

194. A number of delegations, including that of the United Kingdom 1/ urged that 
document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments 
at the present session, should be transmitted to the Steel Committee which should 
t&ce fU.ll account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by 
the vie\'rs recorded in this report in com·pleting the elaboration of its programmes 
of work at its next meeting. The delegation of the Federal Re·publio of Germany 
subsequently stressed certain aspects v1hioh 1fere of particular importance to its 
Government. 

195. The following detailed comments were subsequently made on the various 
·proposals in Annex II: 

\·lorlc area 1: 11ediuE!_- and long-term porspec~ 

1.1. It was the view of the United Kingdom delegation that this topic should not be 
added to the Committee 1 s 1:ork programme because the Committee 1 s vrorlcloa.d was 
already heavy enough. As had been proved by experience with the study on long-term 
prospects for steel production, consumption and trade until 1985 and outlook for 
1990, an annual study of long-term perspectives would merely delay the annual 
revievr of the current and short-term market situation. 

1) 'Ylhenever in this section the delegation of the United K5.ngdom is mentioned, 
it should be noted that it also expressed the o·pinion of the other member countries 
of the European Economj.c Community. 
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1.2. The delegation of the United Kinsdom agreed with this topic. 
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1. 3. A number of delegations agreed that the Steel Committee should BU'P'ply 
information for the study of the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments on the 
Overo.ll Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990. 

Certain reservations, ho,.,.ever, were expressed by the United Kingdom delegation 
about the &P'propriate extent of the Commi ttae 1 a augseated co-operation in. the 
preparation of the Overall Economic Perspective and these would be explained fu.rther 
under the i tam dealing "'i th the worl~ of the Senior Economic Advisers. Bu.t, in MY 
case, it '\-18.8 unlikely to prove easy for the Committee to obtain profitable results 
from this exercise (United Kingdom; Germany, Federal Rept'tblic of). 

Wo:rk area 2: ~nt developments and ·Qrospects, inclu~ing iptei_!lat:i:_one..t_.i~llfl.e 

2.1. The United Kingdom delegation agreed ,.,ith this worlt area. 

''lq_rk area j: Selected .~<?_o.BQ_m_~<?__and_~-~~<?..eJ.....Ell?blems 

'.rhe delegation of the United Kingdom agreed with al.l the topics of this uorl~ 
area. 

3.1. This to·pic was mentioned by the delegations of Romania and Yugoslavia. 

3. 2. This topic was mentioned "'i th interest by the delegations of Czechoslovakia 
and Poland. 

3. 5. This topic Has ·particularly mentioned by the delegations of Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia. 

Werle area 4: Environmental and resource-savin..B, .P.,robl_e.!!!.!! 

''~i th reference to this vrork area, it uas suggested that the Committee should 
be on its guard against agreeing to undertake ·projects in the environmental field 
l-Thich might more appropriately be deal. t with by the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Environmental Problems (United Kingdom). 

4.1. A number of delegations agreed vri th this topic. The United Kingdom delegation, 
hm'l'ever, considered that the Committee 1 s existing ,.,orkload might ma!~e only limited 
participation in thiA project advisable for it, probably confined to providing the 
Senior Advisers to DCE Gov·ernments on Environmental Problemo \d th the findings of 
past or projected studies by the Steel Committee on a·ppropriate related topics. 
Subject to this reservation, there vras no opposition to the inclusion of this i tern 
in the vtork ·programme, but l-Ti thout high priority. 

4.2. To the United Kingdom delegation, it seemed probable that although this topic 
ha.d been included in the Committee's short-term programme of uorlc, the Committee 
\'i'OUld not be prepared to undertake a further major stt:.dy on pollution having 
published a compl·ehensive report on tlus subject in 1970 vrhicJ.1 might be of 
assistancE to the Senior Advisers to ECE Goven~uents on Environmental Problems in 
their work. SuiJject to this reservation, there uere no objections to the inclusion 
of thin topic in the vrork ·procramme but '"i thout high priority. 
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5.1. rrhe United Kingdom delegation considered that this to·pic should not be added to, 
and ta:!:e ·priority over, existing projects in the Committee 1 s agreed \tork ·proBTamme 
1-rhich alreacly included sui table 'l'rorl~ under the general heading of Incl.ustrial 
Co-operation. The delegation of the Federal Rept"..blic of Germany dre'\tt a·~tention to 
the fact that it ,.,as 'l'ti thin the competence of the Committee on the Develo·pment of 
Tre.de to deal with questions of ind~1strial co-operation and therefore interference 
with that Committee's competence should he avoided. 

The delegation of the United Kingdom agreed uith all the topics of this \·rork 
area. It considered that the estimated duration for each project seemed reasonable 
but might have to be revised in the light of experience, as in practice it >·rae 
difficult for the CommHtee to undertake more than tuo major studies simul taneot~sly 
in addition to its ru.mt1al continuing >fork. 

The delegation of the Federal Rept'.~Jlic of Germany considered that it would be 
more realistic if the envisaged duration of ·projects 'l'rere dela~red by at least one 
year. 

:£_imber Commi_~. 

196. During the discussion of the report of the Timber Committee on its thirty-third 
session (ECE/TTI:I/7), delegates considered the 'l'rork done under the CoUlllli ttee 1 s 
auspices during the past year and ·presented their Governments' vie\·Ts on particular 
projects included in the short- and long-term programmes of work ,.,hich had been 
ado·pted, as v1ell as on the E~::ecutive Secretary's suggestions and proposals for the 
ft"..ture activities of the Timber Committee, as presented in Annex N to 
doc1..1ment E/ECE/900. SuggesHons 'l'lere also made on further activities uhich should 
be undertakcm. 

197. A number of delegations stressed the importance of the study of European timber 
trends and ·prospects, 1950-2000, considering that the study would be of great value 
to their Governments in their analysis, projections and planning covering the 
forestry and forest products sector. In conne~::ion ui th the aforementioned study, 
sevel•al delegations expressed their satisfaction that the danger of duplication of 
uork uas diminished by tb.e e stablisl11nent of closer contacts betv1een ECE and o·bher 
international orgru.lizations. Some delegations also mentioned the role this study 
could pla/ in an inter-sectorial dialogue within the frameHork of ECE 's Overall 
Economic Perspective. In the light of the study, several deleeations stressed the 
need to increase productivity of forest resources. 

198. Delegations also uelcorned the Symposium on Forests e.nd v.food: Their Role in the 
Environment, llhich had been held at Interlal;:cn in September 1975 at the invitation 
of the Government of Sw·i tzerland, under the joint aus·pices of the rrimber Committee 
and the FAO Et,.ropean Forestry Commission. The mul ti-disciplinai"'J approach of 
participants in this Symposium to the cor.:1plex proiJlems examined uas noted and the 
necessity to integrate foresti"'J in an overall environmental strategy uas stressed 
'uy some delege.tions. 
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199. Delesa,tiono considered that recent experience in difficult market conditions 
had ehovm that the CorilT1li ttee 1 a revievT of forest ·prod.t~cte markets continued to play 
a useful role and '\'Taa an importan·t part of ita \'rorlc. 

200. Delegations also considerec1. it of rr.reat importance that the Committee should 
continue ita prog.rarnme of exchange of scientific and technological information, 
notably through the "\'lOrlt: of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest vlorldng 
Techniques and Training of Forest Uorkere and its auiJsidiary bodies, the sympositlm 
on the oodernization of the aawmilling indttstry, the Seminar, held jointly with the 
Committee on Housing, Bt1ilding and Planning at Sandefjord (NonTay) on the industrial 
production and tl.se of vtood-based ·products in the bt1ilding industry, as well as the 
forthcoming symposia on the harvesting of a laraer part of the forest biomass and 
on extending the use of \·rood residues, to be held at Hyvinldia (Finland) and 
Bucharest (Romania) respectively. The Suiaa delecation considered that the 
objectives of the Joint Committee should be revie,red, and if necessary its activity 
adapted accordingly. It intended to call for discussion and clarification of those 
points at the Joint Committee 1 s next meeting, to be held at Helse1'll::i in June 1976. 

201. Several delegations considered that the Committee's standardization activities, 
notably on stress-grading and finger jointing of coniferous sa'm timber, '"auld both 
further the rational and economic use of \'fOOd and facilitate international trade in 
forest products. 

202. Several delegations expressed their a·ppreciation of the continuing progress of 
the joint FAO,/ECE Worldng Party on Forest Economics ancl Statistics on comparability 
of forest and forest ·products statistics. 

203. The delegations of Czechoslovakia and Poland sue;gested that the Committee 
might expand its sco·pe of activities to include pulp and paper. 

204. In the cotlrse of the discussion, the following suggestions -vrere made for nevt 
,.rork: 

- Aspe-c·ts of labour productivity (German Democratic RepuiJlic) 

- As·pects of development of forestry engineering (German Democratic Republic) 

- Scientific and technological aspects in production and processing of timber 
(German Democratic ne·public) 

- Influence of seasons on orcanization and productivity of leggings, technical 
and economic as·pects of clear a11d selective Ctl.ttinge, ne'" means of t:L~ans·port 
for ''~ood ra,·r materials (cross country vehicles, pipelines, aeans of air 
transport) (USSR) 

- Inclusion in the Timber )3ulletin for Ettro~ of statistics on the production 
of, and trade in other ·products, such as furniture, doors and windous, 
packaging, pul·p and pa·per (Romania) 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
page 66 

- Inclusion in the Timber Bulleti..!1...!:,g_r Euro.l!§ of a bibliographical review and 
a report on the situation of standardization in the forest ·products field to 
be ·prepared in co-o·peration with ISO (nomania) 

- Publication of data collected in connexion uith the World Forest Inventory 
for all ECE countries (Romania). 

205. The delegation of Poland e:cpressed that country's willingness to act as host 
to the Symposium on the Effects of Pollution on Veeetation, to be held in 1977, 
jointly l'Ti th the Committee for Agricultural Problems, the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Environmental Problems and UNEP, and to the Symposium on Economic 
and Technice.l Develo·pments in the D\trni ture Industry, scheduled for 1979, as well 
as the 1978 Timber Committee study tour. 

206. When discussing Annex N to the Executive Secretary's report on the future 
activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900), many delegations e~~ressed their 
satisfaction that the Executive Secretary's proposals and suggestions were generally 
in conform! ty Hi th the Timber Committee 1 s programme of lTO:rlc and priori ties. Some 
delegations including that of the Federal Re·public of Germany, 1] commenting on 
that Annex, u.rged that document E/:CGE/900 and the views e:l:::pressed or agreed thereto 
by member Governments at the present session, should be transmitted to the jrimber 
Committee which should take full account of tha·li document and the above-mentioned 
viel'TS and be guided by the vie\·ts recorded in this report in completing the 
elaboration of its programmes of worl.: at its next meeting. The delegations of 
Italy and the United Kingdom subsequently stressed certain aspects l<lhich \fare of 
particular importance to their Governments. The delegation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany stated that stress should be laid on increasing the efficiency rather 
than the workload of the Timber Committee. 

207. The delegation of the USSR stressed the necessity for other ECE Principal 
Subsidiary Eodies, such as the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems, to co-o·perate lttith the Committee on topics linked to their own area of 
interest, \ihich \'tare on the Timber Committee's ·programme. 

208. The follovring detailed comments were made on the Executive Secretary's 
suggestions as ·presented in Annex N to document E/ECE/900: 

\vork ar~: £Iedi..1:1'!!!::~.J....on,g"'.".terrn trends and .Qe:.."s~ctives 

1.1-4. The delegation of S\·reden expressed special interest in these topics. 

1.5. The delegation of Canada stressed the need for practical considerations to be 
borne in mind and cited this topic on long-term price trends as one where ·pragmatic 
treatment uas needed to obtain \·rorth'\·Thile results. 

]J \lhenever in the following the delegation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany is mentioned it should be noted that it also expressed in this 
discussion the opinion of the other member countries of the Euro·pean Economic 
Commtmi ty. 
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2.1. The delegations of Romania and S\·Teden expressed special interest in this topic 
on the review of production, trade, consumption and prices of forest products. 

2.~-4. The delegation of Sweden expressed special interest in these topics. 

2.4. The delesation of Canada requested more information on this topic. 

!!.orlc area 2_: Selected econom.ic_, .teohnolo.lP;cal and manaerial probl~ 

~.1. The delegations of Romania and Sueden expressed special interest ill this tol>ic 
on mechanization and methods and organization for forest worl-:: and the vocational 
training" and prevention of accidents of forest '·rorkers. 

3. 2. The delegation of Sweden expressed s·pecial interest in this to·pic, while the 
delegation of Canada proposed a simple survey of completed lrorl:: before any further 
action on the topic of the behaviour of wood products in fire uas undertaken. 

3. j. The delegation of Sw·eden considered this topic of 11 ttle interest for this 
country. 

~.4. The delegation of Canada doubted that this topic v1a.s of great interest to this 
counti";, because of wide national and regional variations. The delegation of 
Sweden, ho\lever, considered this item of interest. 

;. 7. In view of the Committee 1 s already full programme, preliminary consideration 
by the secretariat '-IOt'll.d seem to be the lim! t of the action to be taken on this 
proposal at this stage (Germany, Federal Re·public of; United Kingdom; Italy). The 
delegations of Canada and s,·reden, however, considered this to·pic to be of great 
interest. 

j.e. The delegation of Switzerland considered that the Timber Committee should not 
dec-~ al.one ,.,1 th this topio on evaluation o£ ·progrGss made in the chemical processing 
of wood (other i;han for pulp and paper) and the potential for the use of wood for 
chemical products, but suggested either that the topic should be transferred to the 
Chemical Industry Committee or that the two Committees should vTorl:: in close 
co-operation. In view of the secretariat's workload, this topic should be deleted, 
or restricted to a preliminary examination (Germany, Federal Republic of; Italy; 
United Kingdom). The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany added that, 
moreover, 1 t '\'ras to be examined uhether the topic did fall into the com·petenoe of 
the Chemical Industry Committee so that, at least, a close co-operation of the tuo 
Committees '\'TOUld l1ave to be envisaged. 
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The delea-erl:iions of the Pederal Republic of Germany and Italy expressed their 
concern lest some cltrplication occurred bet,·reen the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on JDnvironmental Problems and the Timber CommHtee in connexion ,.,i th 
this Hork Rrea. 'fhey considel~ed that close co-operation w·as necessary to avoid 
su.ch duplicatioa. 'fhe deleffation of s,reden e:::::pressed an interest in all topics 
under this -v10rk area. 

~ .• 2. and ~. The delecsation of Caaad.E!. e)~presoed its 't·Tillingneos to contribute to 
'tvork effectively on these topics. 'fhe delegation considered, hOi·rever that 
topic ~ .. L quantification and evaluation of the environmental 1Jenefi ts of forests 
ru1d toid.c 4. J. Llymposium on the Effects of ::?ollution on Vegetation, "'ere quite 
ephenernl j_n terms of Cm1ada 1 s needs and pr.:i.orities. 

The dele.:::;ation of Canada stated that it continueCI. to attach high importance to 
this Hork area. The delegation of SHeden also expressed its interest in this uorl: 
areEJ.. 

209. 'rhe del:::gation of the :b~ederal Republic of Germany declared that whenever it 
did not comnent on topics listed in Annex H to document E/ECE/900, it could go 
along uith these topics as prc:posed. 

210. The report of the Committee on the Development of Trade on its t\'renty-fourth 
session was considered in the Plenary under item 9(a) of the ageno.a (see 
parat,JTaphs 218 - 238 be lou). 

211. Por the consicl.sration of this item the Sessional Committee had before it the 
report of the seventh session of the CommHtee on \Teter Problems (ECI!!,/VIATETI/12) and 
Annex P to the Executive Secretary's Report E/ECE/900. Delegates expressed their 
Governments 1 general satisfaction 'tvi th the ,.,ork done by the Committee and pros en ted 
their vie't·rs and sucrgestions on its present and future activities. Thanks Here 
expressed to the Gove1~ments of the Netherlands and rortucai for the facilities 
·provided in the pe.st ye?.r as hoct cot.mtrics for a study tour ru1d a seminar 
respectively. 

212. In their sttrbemenJ;;s delec;ations emphasized the importance of uater availal.>ili t;r 
of suitable qu"ali ty for economic and social development; the close relationship 
betueen economic ru1d environrJental prol)lems in uater resources mtnat;'Bment i and the 
sel~ious policy problems posed in the ECE region as a consequence of the growing 
demand for, and deteriorating quality of' uater. r.rhe d.elesation of the ussn referred 
to the relevruYt role to iJe pla~·ed by the Committee in the implementation of the 
pl~ovis:i.ons contained in the Final Act of the CSCill as \rater uas not only an important 
sector of the envirmment but E~.lso an essential natural resource. 
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213. Delegations t&cing part in the discussion expressed their Governments' full 
support for the Committee's present. activity; noted with satisfaction that the 
Committee, pursuant to the invitation contained in Commission resolution 2 (~oc), 
had succeeded in selecting its '\'rorlc areas 1 and expressed their intention to continue 
to participate actively in the Committee 1 s uorl~. Reference was also made to the 
successful results of the Seminar on the Protection of Coastal \vaters against 
Pollution from Land-Based Sources, held in Lisbon (Portugal) in November 1975. 
~hmy delegations welcomed the oreanization of a Seminar on Long-Term Planning of 
vlater l•hmagement, to be held in Zlatni Piasatzi (Bulgaria) in Hay 1976, and expected 
that the seminar \·rould provide relevant gll.idelines for national ,.,ater ·policies. 

214. Delegations supported the ·preparatory work for the ECE contribution to the 
United Nations Water Conference undertaken by the Committee on vlater Pl."'blems, 
indicated their intention to participate in pre·parations for the Conference and 
pointed out that it was expected that, in the Conference, ECE experience in '·rater 
resources mana~ment could be of great interest to countries in other regions. The 
delegation of the United States expressed its Government 1 s intention of m&dng its 
main contribution to the Conference through ECE regional activity. The delegation 
of Argentina informed the Sessional Committee of the ste·ps being t&cen by its 
Government for the organization of the Conference. The Committee tharuced the 
Argentine delegation for its statement, in which it had described the measures 
tal~en by Argentina and the work being done in preparation for the United Nations 
Water Conference. The Argentine re·presentative thanked the Committee on Water 
Problems for all that it was doing in preparation for the Conference, which 'rould 
be held at Mar del Plata (Argentina). 

215. Some delegations referred to the need for close co-operation 'bet,veen the 
Committee and the other international organizations concerned. The representative 
of CMEA pointed out that co-operation with ECE in the frame\VOrk of the Committee's 
activity '\'rae highly appreciated by his organization. Delegations from Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Poland, the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR and CNEA supported the publication by 
the United Nations of the Cl~ glossary on water management, translated under the 
auspices of the Committee, and urged its possible inclusion in the ECE contribution 
to the United Nations Water Conference. The Executive Secretary mentioned in this 
respect that contacts had been made with UNEP 'vi th a vie'\'r to obtaining financial 
support for the publication of the glossary. 

216. Delegations expressed their general approval of the \VOrk areas proposed in 
Anne~c P to document E/ECE/900. They were of the opinion that the Committee \VOUld 
no,., be in a position to complete "'i thout difficulty the elaboration of its future 
programme of \VOrk in the light of these ·pro·posals, as ,.,ell as of the views expressed 
at the present session of the Commission. It was ·pointed out, however, that the 
Committee 1 s programme of work should retain sufficient fle:dbili ty to allow for the 
incorporation, uhere necessary, of ne'\'T tasks emerging from the United Nations 
\'later Conference. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany expressed the 
vie'\'r that the \VOrlcload of the Committee on \vater Problems should not be increased. 

217. The delegations of Poland, Spain and Switzerland considered that further 
co-operation in the preparation of medium- and long-term pers·pectives for the 
,.,ater economy of the ECE region as a '\'Thole should be develo·ped by the Committee. 
The delegations of the G<::rman Democratic Re·public, Hungary and the USSR stressed 
the importa11ce of water ·pollution control problems in transooundary rivers and 
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international lakes and seas, and uere of the opinion that these questions primarily 
concerned riparian countries. The dele()'ation of Greece pointed out that the 
protection of the marine environment f~l land-based sources of pollution was a 
matter of great concern to its Government. Co-operation between the Committee on 
Hater ProiJlems and the s,:nior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, 
·particularly ui th 1"13 gard to vrork are a 3, vras noted with satisfaction by the 
delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and PortucraJ,. The delegation of 
the Federal Hepublic of Germany expressed the hope that this co-operation lrould 
become practical. 

210, Son1e delegations, including the delegation of the NctherlaJ.'lds, y urged that 
doct,ment E/ECE/900 and the vievrs e::::pressed or ac;reed thereto 1Jy member Governments 
at the ·present session, ehoulo. be transmitted to the Committee on vlater Problema 
which should t~.:e full account of that document and the above-mentioned viel·Te aJ.1d 
be guidec1. by the vievre recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of i te 
·proGTammee of uork at i te ne::~t meeting. 

219. Some delegations made the follouing comments on specific topics contained in 
Anne::~ P to E/IDCE/900 in ,.,h.i.ch they uere ·particularly interested: 

}f_~~!c: -~~~-a__l: Lon~ QZ:OB_Ee_c_te anll.l?..lanpin;i 2J __ the vTa_~,!'~,9llO,!!!;l 

Interest VTas e::~prcssed in topic 1 (Poland and Su5.tzerland), topic 2 (Htmc;ary, 
Poland and SHi tzerland) and J.;opic 3 (PolaJ.1d). 

vlor}~~a 2: Econ.omi_c _:E_ro_bJ_e_m_s__2.f_]:!_atel:J!.~~}ll.£2;1t 

Interest uas e:~pressed i.n to·pic 1 (Poland), to·.pic 3 (1ra:1 ta), topic 5 (Poland 
and Romania) anc."L in to·pic 6 (PolaJ.1d and Sui tzerl&'ld). 

It uas also suggested that topics 1 and 4 be merged ( Germl'll Democratic Rcpu.blic, 
Netherlands and s,.,i tzerland). 

The Chairman of the Committee on Hater Problems sug(Sested that reference to 
grounduater resources management and the economic utilization of desalination 
facilities could t~sefully be made under topic 3. 

EJ]::t .. Y_i_;:o_~_n_t.~ J2.;:c> bl ~l~_(ln__c2.=8.:P_c:.!:C:..tJ...o.E .... Yi t_h _ __t_ll_e__Se nio ;:_Ad v.i.~~ 
_:!;_o_ m~_.GoV~).~.e.~t_s _ _9!1 .. .P11.Y_i_r..~ent_a). l?~-~tel?_Bj 

Interest 1rao expressed in to·pic 2 (Greece, Hal ta and Spain), topic 5 (Pobnd) 
and topic 7 (nomania and Cuitzerland). 

1-/ in1e:c1ever in this section the delegation of the Netherlands is mentioned, 
it should be noted that it also expressecl the o·pinion of the other member countries 
o.:' the European Economic Communi t~r. 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



-- ------------------

!!2.!:!s.~E:t.!L 4 ~ Research and devel~nt 

E/5781 
111/ECE/909 
page 71 

Interest was expressed in topic 1 (German Democratic Republic and Poland), 
topic 2 (German De.mcra tic Rep3.blic and Hungary), topic 3 (:Byeloruseian SSR, 
German Democratic Republic and. Romania), topic 5 (Byeloruesia.n SSR and -Ro.llania) and 
topic 6 (Poland and S\ri tzerlaad). 

The delegation of the Netherlands pointed out the rather broad scope that had 
been given to topic 2 of work area 4, as well as a possible risk of i te gverlapping 
with the activit,y on non-waste technology being carried out b.y the Senior Advisers 
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. 

Follow-~ction on the relevant Commission resolutions and d~cj~-~ 
-- -- (Agenda i tein-9) · 

Dev~nt of Trade: Re.E2.ft of the Q.ommi ttee_ on the 
Development of Trade on its twen~-f~pJg'th.J!!,s_sion 

--vrienda i te.m 9(a) 

220. For the consideration of this item of the agenda the Commission had before it 
the report of the Committee on the Development of Trade on its twenty-fourth session 
(ECE/TRADE/123), a Note b.y the Executive Secretar,y on the Development of Trade 
(E/ECE/897) and Annex 0 to the Executive Secretar,y 1e Report E/ECE/900. 

221. Delegations described the development of their countries' trade with other 
countries of the ECE region in the past year. It was observed that, in aome cases, 
eastward exports had continued to increase whereas westward exports had tended to 
slow down and, in some cases, even to decrease in volume terms. 'rhie pattern of 
development of east-west trade had resulted in an increase in the commercial 
imbalances of several ECE countries. Many delegations, however, pointed out tha.t 
in general the dynamism of east-west trade had been demonstrated, since even 
westward exports had been lees depressed than some other flows of international 
trade. The hope was expressed on all sides that a gradual revival of economic 
activity in some countries most affected by the recession would make possible in the 
near future a smoother and better balanced development of ea.et-weet trade in both 
directions. The longer run prospects for east-west trade were considered favourable 
in view of the still large and unexploited potential for its further expansion. 
Many delegations felt that, in present condi tiona, particular attention must be paid 
to problems of the structure of trade. Delegations pointed out that the successful 
conclusion of the CSCE should have far-reaching positive effects on the future 
development of interregional trade and co-operation. 

222. Several delegations noted with satisfaction the further extension that had 
taken place of the network of long-term bilateral agreements and/or programmes of 
economic, commercial, industrial, technological and scientific co-operation among 
countries of the ECE region. Reference was also made to the useful trade-creating 
activities of the joint governmental commissions set up to give practical effect to 
these long-term agreements. A number of delegations, including that of the CMEA, 
also welcomed recent steps towards the progressive establishment of relatione 
between the CMEA and the ECE and their respective member countries. The 
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representative of the European Economic Community recalled the initiatives taken by 
the Community sin0e 1972 to promote a policy of co-operation with the eastern 
countries, and the offer made in 1974 to negotiate trade agreements with each of 
those countries. The delegation of Romania welcomed the extension by most of the 
developed market economy countries in the ECE region of the generalized system of 
preferences to Romanian exports. 

2:·3. A further i.mprovement since the last Commission session in the exchange of 
commercial information and a widening in the scope of business contacts between ECE 
countries was noted by some delegations. In particular, these delegations referred 
to the increase in the number of offices opened for the commercial representation of 
foreign firms in eastern countries. The delegation of Canada welcomed the increasing 
recourse to the services of engineering-consultant companies in the design and 
development of major east-west investment projects. 

224. The delegation of Romania stressed that under present conditions, the European 
trade was called on to contribute, as an important factor, to the elimination of the 
division of Europe. It was necessary that the question of intra-European trade be 
approached in accordance with the provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE, namely to 
favour the broad co-operation among all countries of the ECE region, irrespective of 
their political, economic and social systems as well as their size, geographical 
location or level of economic development in this respect. The delegation of Romania 
stated that the term "East-West trade" was inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Final Act. 

225. Several delegations emphasized the great importance they attached to action 
being undertaken with a view to the reduction or progressive elimination of all kinds 
of obstacles to the development of trade and recalled in this connexion the relevant 
provision of the Final Act. A number of delegations stated that in their view 
progress towards the elimination of discriminatory restrictions during the past year 
had been slow and that certain countries had introduced new obstacles adversely 
affecting traditional trade flows. These delegations maintained that international 
contractual obligations and, in particular, those concerning the accordance of the 
most-favoured-nation treatment, should be faithfully observed. The delegaticn of 
the USSR emphasized the necessity of eli.minating discrimination and all artificial 
barriers in international trade, and all manifestations of inequality, dictate and 
exploitation in international economic relations. 

226. The representative of the European Econo.mic Community asked that priority should 
be gi,Ien to all aspects of export promotion (diversification and intensification of 
trade and improvement of marketing techniques, economic information, etc.). The 
gradual reduction of obstacles of all kinds was a necessary but difficult task, and 
meant that thought must be given to the conditions which would facilitate such 
reduction. He referred to the importance of the question of prices. MOreover, he 
was gratified that the Final Act attached due importance to the rule of reciprocity. 
In that connexion, the Swiss delegation, sharing on this point the same feeling, 
drew furthermore attention to certain obstacles which, in its view, derived from the 
system or practices inherent in the centralized economies, such as obstacles 
connected with price formation, access to foreign trade bodies, lack of foreign 
exchange and marketing. Some delegations pointed out that basic issues arising 
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from social and economic s,yeteme (i.e. state monopolY in foreign trade, system of 
planning, formation of prices, etc.) should not be subjected to discussion within 
the framework of ECE. 

227. The delegation of Finland drew attention to the increased use of the "buy-back" 
requirement, the use of which was, in the opinion of that delegation, a serious 
obstacle to increased east-bound trade flows especially for small and medium-sized 
firms. 

228. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that a further 
liberalization of east-west trade could be achieved if the opportunities for 
negotiations created b,y the Arrangement regarding International Trade in Textiles 
were duly utilized. The delegate of Hungary called attention to the fact that in 
the Final Act the notion of reciprocity was strictly linked with the principle of 
equality and with that of the respect for bilateral and multilateral agreements. 
He stressed that a genuine reciprocity could prevail only in conditione of 
non-discrimination, and of faithful observance of international contractual 
obligations. He stated that hie authorities were ready to undertake negotiations 
in the framework of the International Arrangement on Textiles, with a view to 
contributing the liberalization of this trade as it was laid down in the objectives 
of multifibre arrangements (MFA). 

229. Delegations referred to the uniqueness and usefulness of the work of the 
Committee on the Development of Trade and noted with satisfaction the progress 
achieved in the implementation of its work programme. The Committee's decision to 
convene a Second Informal Meeting of Trade Experts to be held from 26-28 May 1976 
was welcomed on all sides. The hope was expressed b,y a number of delegations that 
this meeting would contribute to a better understanding of trade methode and 
practices and to the clearer identification of problems and difficulties arising in 
east-west trade. Many delegations also hoped that the meeting would be conducive 
to the future elaboration, within the Committee on the Development of Trade, of 
practical proposals and recommendations for the removal of obstacles to the 
development of intraregional trade, and especially east-west trade, and for action 
to promote the expansion and diversification of such trade. The delegation of 
Finland showed great interest in the s,yetem of notification of foreign trade laws 
and regulations and advanced some practical suggestions ai.ming at contributing to 
the study which the secretariat was preparing. 

230. The up-dating and consolidation of the inventory of administrative restrictions 
was considered by many delegations to be useful work and it was pointed out that the 
work done in this field should result in action to remove or reduce such restrictions. 
The delegation of Finland observed in this connexion that further work might 
usefully be concentrated on those restrictions Which were economically moat 
significant or which were moat urgent or moat sui table for elimina.tion. The 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany took the view that the aim of ECE'e 
work in this field should primarily be the identification of existing administrative 
restrictions, their removal being either subject to the rules of existing 
multilateral agreements, or would have to be agreed bilaterally or to be taken on 
an individual, autonomous basis. 
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231. A number of delegations expressed general satisfaction with the results of the 
Third Seminar on East-West Trade Promotion, Marketing and Business Contacts held in 
~ 1975. They also welcomed the decision of the Committee on the Development of 
Trade to convene early in 1977 a fourth Seminar on East-West Trade Promotion, 
Marketing and Business Contacts. The desirability of choosing a theme for t~is 
seminar which would be of a practical value for the development of east-west trade 
was stressed, as was the importance of attracting the participation of business 
representatives in such seminars. 

232. Several delegations expressed satisfaction with the progress achieved under the 
auspices of the Committee on the Development of Trade in the rationalization of 
international trade procedures, including the agreement reached on a commercial 
invoice aligned with the ECE layout key, and in the drafting of a Guide for Drawing 
up International Contracts on Industrial Co-operation. 

233. Commenting on the future work of the Committee on the Development of Trade, 
delegations stated that the Final Act opened up new and enlarged opportunities for 
constructive co-operation. Many delegations observed that the work of the Committee 
should continue to focus mainly on east-west trade problems, and some delegations 
advanced the view that in dealing with these problems the Committee should devote 
more attention to trade policy matters. Other delegations reaffirmed their view 
that the attention of the Committee should for the most part be devoted to practical 
problems Which were directly relevant to and of real importance for the development 
of east-west trade. The delegation of the USSR recalled the draft resolution on 
trade questions submitted by the socialist countries in 1972 and stated that one 
should not exclude the possibilit,y in the future of returning to its consideration. 
A number of delegations suggested that the Committee should intensif.y ita work ~n 
the trade problems of the member countries of the ECE Which were developing from the 
economic point of view and make a greater contribution to United Nations efforts 
aiming at the creation of a new international economic order. 

234. The delegation of Turkey proposed that, corresponding in letter and spirit to 
the pertinent paragraph of the Final Act of the CSCE, the term "the member countries 
of the ECE which are developing from the economic point of view" should henceforth 
be used instead of the expression hitherto employed (namely, "the less-developed 
countries of the ECE region"). This proposal was acceptci by the Commission without 
dissent. 

235. In the discussion of the proposals made qy the Executive Secretary in his 
Report E/ECE/900 and, in particular, those contained in Annex 0 to that document, 
detailed observations were made concerning specific topics. Some delegations, 
including the representative of the EEC, urged that document E/ECE/900 and the views 
expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present session, should be 
transmitted to the Committee on the Development of Trade which should take full 
account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views 
recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its programmes of work at 
its next meeting. 
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It was suggested that the programme of work adopted b,y the twenty-fourth session 
of the Committee on the Development of Trade would be rearranged and adapted only to 
the extent necessary to reflect the relevant provisions of the Final Act, without 
changing i te emphasis (USSR). 

The precise wording of the Final Act should be more faithfully followed in the 
text (Germany, Federal Republic of; United Kingdom; EEC). 

Appropriate wording should be introduced eo as to clearly specify that the main 
em~aeis in the Commission's work in the field of trade and industrial co-operation 
would continue to be placed on east-west relatione (Bulgaria; 
German Democratic Republic; Hungary; USSR). 

Greater attention should be paid to trade polic,y matters (Czechoslovakia; 
Hungary; German Democratic Republic; USSR) because the progress in the trade 
promotional fields was highly dependent on the satisfactory solution of these basic 
problems (Hungary). 

The role of the Commission in dissemination of commercial information should be 
defined more precisely; responsibility for furnishing economic information should be 
left to the signatories of the Final Act. The work of other international 
organizations should be duly taken into account in specifying the current activities 
of the Commission (EEC). 

2~7. The following observations were made on specific topics: 

Work Area._l: Analysis and review of recent and prospective trade trends, policies 
and problems 

1.1.-~. Studies on trade trends and prospects should be combined with studies 
concerning trade policies (EEC). 

1.4. Studies on trade and co-operation agreements should take the place of the 
present project concerning payments arrangements (Poland; USSR). This project was 
of limited interest (EEC). 

1.6. This topic should not concern developing countries in general but rather the 
member countries of the ECE which were developing from the economic point of view 
(USSR). 

1.7. Co-operation with the Senior Economic Advisers on the OEP should not be a 
special point in the work programme (Germany, Federal Republic of). 
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Work A~: Endeavours to reduce or progressively eliminate all kinds of obstacles 
to the development of trade and measures for the promotion of trade 
and diversification of its structure 

The wording of the title of this work area should carefully follow the 
terminology of the CSCE Final Act. In work dealing with obstacles to trade it would 
be advisable first to identify these obstacles and only then to prepare proposals for 
their removal: nor should different kinds of obstacles be treated in complete 
separation (EEC). 

The title of this work area should be adapted to the title of project 15.1.2. 
in the programme of work of the Committee on the Development of Trade for 1976/1977 
contained in Annex I to document ECE/TRADE/123 (USSR). 

2.2. Work in respect of this topic should be as intensive as that concerning other 
obstacles to trade (Austria). This topic could be merged with topics 2.1. and 2.3. 
(EEC). Any reformulation should take account of the wording of the relevant part of 
the present work programme of the Committee (Germany, Federal Republic of). 

2. 3. Instead of referring in this topic to " ••• other obstacles to trade" the 
following words should be used: "trade policy obstacles and other obstacles to 
trade" (USSR). 

2.5. Provisions of the Final Act concerning promotion, publication and dissemination 
of economic and commercial information should primarily be implemented unilaterally 
by Governments signatories of the Final Act, but the Committee on the Development 
of Trade should be informed of action thus taken (Austria). 

Work Area 3: The development of marketing information, marketing techniques and 
improved business contacts 

Topic 3.1. should be defined more precisely (Austria). 

Topic 3.3. could be deleted as it related to a normal activity of the 
secretariat and was not a separate project (EEC). 

3.4. In connexion with this topic it would be desirable to clarif.y the role of the 
Commission in this field (USSR). The CSCE provisions concerning commercial contacts 
should be implemented by Governments signatories to the Final Act, but the Committee 
on the Development of Trade should be informed of the action undertaken in this 
field; accordingly this topic should be reformulated (Austria). This topic should 
be deleted as it was of minor interest (Sweden). 

Work Area 4: Promotion of trade through industrial co-o'AAration 

Observations on this work area are reproduced in the account of the discussions 
under agenda item 9(b) "Industrial Co-operation" (see paragraphs 239-248 below). 
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Work Area 5: International trade procedures, contract practices and trade aspects 
of standardization 

The present title of this work area would be preceded by the words: 
"Promotion of the development of trade through the improvement of ••• " (USSR). 

5.4. This topic should be deleted as it was of minor interest (Sweden). 

5.6. Care should be taken to avoid duplication between work undertaken under this 
topic and the work done by the UNCITRAL (USSR). 

Work Area 6; Trade roblems of member countries of the ECE which are develo in 
from the economic point of view 1 

There was general support for the proposals listed under this work area and no 
specific suggestions were made for change. 

238. Following this discussion, the Commission adopted, at its seventh meeting, its 
decision on the development of trade. (For the text, see Part IV, decision E (XXXI.) 

Industrial Co-operation 
(Agenda item 9(b)) 

239. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it a Note by the 
Executive Secretaey (E/ECE/898) prepared pursuant to Commission decision E (XXX) as 
well as document EfECE/900• 

240. Some delegations which spoke on this subject also under agenda item 9(a) 
underlined the importance attached by their Governments to the development of 
industrial co-operation between countries having different social and economic 
systems, as part of the implementation of the Final Act. They noted that, although 
industrial co-operation still accounted for a limited share of total intraregional 
trade, this form of co-operation had a great potential for further development. 
Higher level forms of co-operation, such as those involving production 
specialization, licensing, co-operation and joint projects on third markets, joint 
R-and-D, and joint projects for the exploitation of raw materials were referred to 
by several delegations as being a particularly effective means of strengthening 
long-term over-all economic co-operation between eastern and western countries. 

241. A number of delegations referred to the network of long-term bilateral 
intergovernmental agreements which had been concluded in recent years and to the 
various arrangements, ranging from intergovernmental commissions to trade fairs and 
exhibitions, which made it possible to put these agreements into effect. They 
stressed the positive role pl~ed by the joint commissions and working groupe 

1/ This title is reworded in accordance with the decision taken by the 
Commission at its seventh meeting. 
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entrusted with the implementation of intergovernmental agreements and indicated the 
numerous economic seotors in which east-west industrial co-operation was gaining 
strength. Some delegations referred also to examples of successful transactions 
which ha.d alree.dy taken place between enterprises of different ECE member countries. 

242. While stressing the mutual benefits derived from industrial co-operation, a 
number of delegations referred to the obstacles which in their view prevented ita 
fuller development. Pointing out certain difficulties encountered in expanding 
industrial co-operation, several delegations referred to such factors as high 
customs duties, quantitative restrictions, the absence of special financing 
arrangements and the lack of adequate business information. They stressed also the 
need for greater stability in relationships between co-operating parties. The 
granting of customs exemptions on goods manufactured under industrial co-operation 
was regarded by several delegations of socialist countries of Europe as especially 
desirable. 

243. Several delegations, while underlining the role played by governmental bodies 
in fostering industrial co-operation, stressed the desirabili~ of involving 
representatives of industr,y and commerce more actively in activities aimed at 
encouraging industrial co-operation. Referring to the experience of the 
Polish Chamber of Foreign Trade, the delegation of Poland expressed the wish that 
more permanent co-operative links, preferably on a multilateral basis, be established 
and participation of business organizations of countries with different economic and 
social systems should be ensured. 

244. The creation of a centre for industrial co-operation under the auspices of the 
ECE was proposed by the delegations of Romania and Yugoslavia, while the delegation 
of the Federal Republic of Germany took the view that it would be more appropriate 
to take advantage of private initiatives in this field. It referred in this 
connexion to recent steps taken in industr,y and commerce in its countr,y, aimed at 
the creation of such a centre. 

245. All delegations which commented on the Executive Secretar.y 1s proposals on future 
activities made in his report E/ECE/900 found the latter provided a suitable basis 
for determining .future work. Some delegations, including the representative of the 
European Economic Community, urged that document E/ECE/900 and the views expressed 
or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present session, should be transmitted 
to the Committee on the Development of Trade which should take full account of that 
document and the above-mentioned views and be guided by the views recorded in this 
report in completing the elaboration of its programmes of work at its next meeting. 
Subsequently, the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stressed certain 
aspects which were of particular importance to its Government. 

246. In commenting on the proposals contained in work area 4 of Annex 0 to 
E/ECE/900, the following points were made: 

- The suggestions for action contained in work area 4, although on the whole 
adequate, should be made more specific (Poland); 
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- The measures designed to create favourable conditions for industrial 
co-operation as well as the provision of relevant information (topics 4.2. 
and 4. 4•) should be mainly implemented unilaterally (Austria; EEC). 

- With regard to topic 4.2., the ECE should focus its attention on examination 
of concrete measures to be decided upon unilaterally (EEC; 
Germa.n;y, Federal Republic of). 

- With respect to information relating to industrial co-operation (topic 4.4.), 
the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germa.n;y stated that it would not 
be in a position to supply information relating to industrial co-operation 
contracts in so far as this information was not usually communicated by 
enterprises to government authorities. 

- As to the future work programme of the Group of Experts on International 
Contract Practices in Industry, doubts were expressed on the usefulness of 
the preparation of the guide for drawing up international contracts on 
consortia (topic 4.5.). The Group of Experts should discuss at its next 
session the necessity of the continuation of this work. Care should be 
taken to avoid possible duplication with the work of the United Nations 
Commission on Transnational Corporations (USSR). 

247. The following new suggestions were made by the delegation of Romania: 
improvement of national laws with the view to promoting industrial oo-opera.tion; 
removal of quantitative restrictions and other facilities for the imports of goode 
resulting from industrial co-operation; establishment of rules and modalities in the 
field of guarantees and insurance of the investments and credits linked with 
industrial co-operation; promotion of agreements in the field of protection of 
investments and of avoiding the double imposition; special facilities in the field 
of industrial co-operation and of transfer of technology in favour of developing 
countries outside the ECE region, as well as member countries of the ECE which were 
developing from an economic point of view. 

249. At the end of ita discussion of this item, the Commission adopted, at its 
seventh meeting, its decision on industrial co-operation, the text of which is 
contained in Part IV (Commission decision F (XXXI)). 

Energy {.roblems in the ECE region 
Agenda item 9(c)) 

249. This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Sessional Committee for 
preliminary consideration. The Committee had before it for consideration a report 
b,y the Executive Secretary on energy problems in the ECE region (E/ECE/899 and Add,l) 
and Annex R to the Report b,y the Executive Secretary (E/ECE/900), It had also 
before it, for information, the report of the ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE Region (ECE/AC,2/2) and the study b,y the 
Executive Secretary on "Measures taken, or which might be taken, to achieve increased 
economy and efficiency in the extraction, conversion, transport and use of energy in 
the ECE region" (E/ECE/88;/Rev .1). 
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250. The Executive Secretary introducing these documents said that since 1974 the 
Commission and its Principal Subsidiary Bodies had given increased attention to 
energy problems thus responding to the desire of member Governments to strengthen 
co-operation in this key area. Now that experience had been gained, and that the 
ECE was facing the challenge of the Final Act of the CSCE, the moment had come to 
draw conclusions from the work accomplished and to determine ECE's future activities 
in this domain. It would seem that there was general agreement, indeed a need, to 
continue intergovernmental co-operation in the general energy field, to keep work 
programmes and the institutional set-up of the Commission flexible and to ensure a 
more effective co-ordination of the energy-related activities of the Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies. These considerations, he said, had led him to suggest an 
adaptation of the work programme "General energy problems" so as to include, 
inter alia, a work area on "Problems of energy econo:uzy- and efficiency" as 
recommended by the ad hoc Meeting. 

251. A general discussion ensued in which a great number of delegations expressed 
their agreement, in principle, with the suggestions made D.r the Executive Secretary. 
These proposals, it was felt, corresponded to the need for intensified multi-sectoral 
co-operation among ECE Governments on general energy problems. Some delegations 
thought that the ad hoc Meeting on Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE Region 
had been a particular example of successful intergovernmental co-operation on 
specific energy problems within ECE; also the Executive Secretary's report on energy 
econo:uzy- and efficiency (E/ECE/883/Rev.l) had demonstrated ECE 1s capability to focus 
attention on newly emerging problems, to identify areas of intergovernmental 
co-operation and to make suggestions of operational significance. In the light of 
this positive experience, delegations concurred with the Executive Secretary that a 
change of ECE 1 s institutional structure or of its priorities in this field of 
activity was, at the present time, not warranted. 

252. The substance of the proposed work programme and the work methods were the 
subject of a detailed exchange of views. 

253. Delegations welcomed the attention given to problems of energy economy and 
efficiency and approved the related recommendations of the ad hoc Meeting, The 
delegations of France and Poland suggested that consideration of these problems 
might be related to the medium- and long-term trends and perspectives of energy 
demand and supply. The Yugoslav delegation suggested that account be taken of energy 
problems in their general economic context and of the specific needs of developing 
countries, The delegations of Poland, Spain and the United States suggested that, 
when dealing with efficiency and energy-related problems, adequate attention should 
be paid to environmental implications. The French delegation hoped that ad hoc 
meetings of governmental experts on such themes would, in the future, be generally at 
a higher level. The delegation of the United Kingdom believed that it should be left 
to individual countries to decide the extent of their participation in any new 
project arising from the recommendations of the ad hoc Meeting on the basis of the 
interest and benefit that would accrue. 

254. Other delegations, whilst agreeing to the prominent place given to energy 
conservation, suggested that ECE should address itself also to the assessment of new 
technologies of energy production, transport and distribution (Poland; Spain), to the 
potential of new forms of energy (Malta; Poland; Spain), including secondary energy 
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resources (Romania), to resource analysis and management and to production trends 
(German Democratic Republic; USSR). The Romanian delegation favoured an integrated 
and s,yetematic approach to energy problema covering all forme of energy and all 
stages of the energy flow from extraction through consumption. Some delegations 
pointed out the need to match activities to resources available within the ECE. 

255. The delegation of Belgium, speaking also on behalf of the other Member States of 
the European Economic Community, commented in detail on Annex R to document E/ECE/900: 

Work areas 1 = Medium- and long-term trends and perspectives 
and 2: Current developments and prospects 

There was no major objection to topics of these work areas. 

Work area 3: Problems of energy econom.y and efficienc;y 

This work area was generally supported all the more so as it referred to the 
recommendations agreed by the recent ad hoc Meeting on Energy Economy and Efficiency 
in the ECE Region. 

Work area 4: Selected economic, methodological and statistical problems 

4.1. Certain hesitations were expressed on the permanent character of this topic. 
The delegation of Switzerland shared this opinion. 

256. Delegations stressed the importance which they attached to a proper integration 
of the various energy-related activities within ECE and to the effective participation 
of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies. They welcomed the proposals made by the 
Executive Secretar.y in document E/ECE/899/Add.l. In addition to these proposals, the 
following suggestions were put forward: 

- the Principal Subsidiar.y Bodies should be invited to ~ increased attention 
not only to energy problems falling under their purview, but also to the 
energy-related activities of the Commission itself and of the other 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies, in particular of the Senior Adviser to ECE 
Governments on Science and Technology and of the Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments (German Democratic Republic; Romania; USSR); they should, in 
particular, examine the conclusions of the study on energy econo~ey and 
efficiency (E/ECE/883/Rev.l) with a view to including in their work 
programmes those topics which fell in their field of competence 
(German Democratic Republic; USSR). 

- Principal Subsidiary Bodies, which had not yet done eo, should include a 
special item in their agendas on progress in the implementation of their o~ 
energy-related activities and those of other organs of the Commission; this 
consideration might be supplemented by an exchange of experience on selected 
major energy problems possibly agreed upon in advance (Romania). 
Governments should facilitate the awareness of the inter-sectoral nature of 
energy problems in placing their contributions to the special energy-related 
studies of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies in the broader general energy 
context (Romania). 
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Co-operation between Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies on problema of energy 
Should be strengthened. In particular the studies undertaken by the 
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments on the OVerall Economic 
Perspective and on basic products and energy would lend themselves to 
a mutually beneficial co-operation (Romania). 

T.he co-ordinating task of the Commission should be facilitated b1 the 
convening of periodic (Poland) or, if possible, annual, (Romania) 
meetings of experts on general energy problems under the auspices of 
the Commission; the agendas of these meetings should also provide for 
the consideration of energy-related studies undertaken by Principal 
Subsidi~J Bodies. 

In carrying out its work programme on general energy problems, the 
Commission should ensure close contacts with other intergovernmental 
organizations worki~ in this field in order to avoid any unnecessar,y 
duplication of work {Spain) and to place its own activities in the 
global context (Yugoslavia). 

257. Following the discussion, the Sessional Committee decided to recommend to 
the Plenary the ado~tion of the decision contained in paragraph 3 of 
document E/ECE/899/Add.l. 

258. At its eleventh meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional 
Committee, the Commission adopted its decision on energy problema in the ECE region 
(for the text, see Part IV, decision G (XXXI)). 

Standardization 

(Agenda item 9 (d)) 

259. This item was allocated by the Plenary for preliminary consideration in the 
Sessional Committee. The Committee had before it a Note by the Executive Secretary 
(E/ECE/901 and Add.l) on the subject, as well as Annex S to the Executive Secretary's 
Report E/ECE/900 on the tutu~e activities of the Commission. 

260. Delegations taking part in the discussion recognized the importance of 
international standardization as an important means toward the reduction and 
eventual elimination of technical barriers to trade and industrial co-operation. 
They stated that this was an activity through which the ECE could render an 
important contribution to the implementation of the relevant provisions of the 
Final Act of the CSCE. General appreciation was expressed of the work done by 
Meetings of Government Officials Responsible for Standardization Policies, in 
particular the consolidated recommendation on a set of standardization policy 
matters, and the action taken to review the standardization activities of 
ECE subsidiary bodies and of other international organizations. 

261. The delegation of Spain underlined the importance of international 
standardization in the industrialization process and the need to pay particular 
attention to the interests of member countries of the ECE which were developing 
from an economic point of view. 
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262. Several delegations pointed out that the Commission 1 s work in the field of 
standardization complemented work in other international organizations and stressed 
the need for continued close co-operation with those organizations. In this 
connexion the delegation, of Romania proposed the setting up of a joint ECE/GATT/ISO 
working group on definitions. The delegation of Austria observed that it might 
be appropriate to set up two different groups of experts to prepare respectively 
draft recommendations on standardization and certification. 

263. Many delegations supported the idea of organizing further ECE work on 
standardization policies on a more continuing institutional basis. It was 
suggested that the Fourth Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for 
Standardization Policies might consider the matter and present its view thereon 
to the thirty-second session of the Commission. 

264. It was generally agreed that the Executive Secretary's Report on the future 
activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900 and Annex S thereto) provided a useful and 
realistic basis on which the Fourth Meeting of Government Officials should be 
requested to elaborate a short- and long-term programme of work in the field of 
standardization. The representative of the European Economic Community, expressing 
the views of all member Governments of the European Economic Community, commented 
in detail on Annex s. The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and of the 
United Kingdom, in addition, stressed certain aspects which were of particular 
importance to their Governments. 

265. The following detailed comments were made on Annex S: 

1'!ork area 11 International harmonization of standards and co-operation in the 
field of certification 

1.1. The representative of the EEC supported the orientation of these activities 
and considered them most useful. 

1.2. The delegations of Austria, German Democratic Republic, Romania and Sweden 
expressed particular interest in this topic and in the publication and 
dissemination of the list of sectors requiring action. Some delegations 
expressed certain doubts about maintaining this topic as a permanent item in the 
future programme of worki the setting of priorities was rather a task for 
standardization organizations than for Governments (United Kingdom; EEC). 

1.3. The delegation of Sweden expressed particular interest in this topic. 

\'lork area 2: Mutual recosni tion of tests and other appropriate arrangements~ 
acce2tance of copformi&r ~~h standards and techn}~al regu1atio~s 

The delegations of Finland and Sweden expressed particular interest in this 
work area, the latter also stressing that the work should be conducted in close 
co-operation with other international organizations dealing with standardization 
questions. 
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In addition, the delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stressed the 
importance of the ongoing ltOrk in the field of definitions and harmonization of 
standards which should be included in one of the two work areas as appropriate. 

2.1. The re:_)resentative of the European Economic Community supported the drafting 
of recommendations rather than legally binding instruments in the field of 
international certification, but emphasized the view that the nature and content 
of such recommendations should be established in close collaboration with the 
relevant international standardizing bodies. 

266. At its eleventh meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional 
Committee, the Commission adopted ita decision on standardization 
(For the text, see Part IV, decision H (XXXI)). 

Automation 

(Agenda item 9 (e)) 

267. This item was allocated by the Plenary for preliminar.y consideration by the 
Sessional Committee. The Committee had before it the report of the 
Executive Secretary (E/ECE/903 and Add.l) on automation as \orell as Annex T to the 
Report of the Executive Secretary on the future activities of the Commission 
(E/ECE/900). The secretariat gave a progress report on the activities of the 
Working Party on ~tomation since the last Commission session and described the 
proposed future work programmes as adopted during the fourth session of the 
\·forking Party on Automation (ECE/ AUTOMAT/ 4). In particular, the attention of 
the Sessional Committee was drawn to paragraph 89 of the Executive Secretary's 
Report E/ECE/900, in which it was proposed that the automation programme be 
incorporated into the science and technology programme. 

268. A number of delegations underlined the usefulness of the work done so far and 
noted with satisfaction that the adopted programmes of work were geared towards 
concrete problems of industrial production, in particular those arising in labour 
intensive industries. They stated that the ilorking Party had found its proper 
field of activity within the framework of the Commission. The general opinion 
was that further co-operation with the other ECE bodies, notably in the field 
of science and technology, as well as with other international organizations 
active in the field of automation should be developed. Moat of the delegations 
participating in the discussion expressed the opinion that the incorporation of 
the automation programme into the programme of the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Science and Technology would not be desirable. The delegation 
of the Federal Republic of Germany expressed the opinion that all work on 
automation carried out within ECE should be concentrated in one body, which could 
be either the \vorking Party on Automation as it stood or a sub-group reporting 
to the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology. 

269. As regards the programme of work, it was agreed that the secretariat should 
convene the fifth session of the \·forking Party before the thirty-second session 
of the Commission in order to adopt its programme of work in the light of the 
discussion which had taken place at the thirty-first session of the Commission. 
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270. General support for the work programmes, as proposed in Annex T to the 
Executive Secretary's Report E/ECE/900, and in the Short- and long-term programmes 
of work as adopted by the Working Party on Automation at its fourth session 
(ECE/AUTOMAT/4), was expressed by most delegations intervening in the discussion. 
A number of delegations including that of France 11 urged that document E/ECE/900 
and the views expressed or agreed thereto by member Governments at the present 
session, should be transmitted to the Working Party on Automation which should 
take full account of that document and the above-mentioned views and be guided 
by the views recorded in this report in completing the elaboration of its 
programmes of work at its next meeting. The delegations of the 
Federal Republic of Ge~ and the United Kingdom subsequently stressed certain 
aspects which were of particular importance to their Governments. 

271. Recalling the Executive Secretary's recommendation for an interdisciplinary 
approach to the work of the ECE, it was emphasized that an analysis of automated 
production was of paramount importance in considering the interrelationship between 
man, technology and the economy (German Democratic Republic). A number of 
delegations agreed that the forthcoming Seminar on Automated Integrated Production 
Systems in Mechanical Engineering, sponsored by the Working Party on Automation, 
ltas oriented in this dirac tion. 

272. The following detailed comments were made on Annex T. 

vlork area lz Medium and long-term perspectives 

1.1. The delegation of Poland expressed special interest in this topic. 

1. 2. It was requested that the vlorking Party should formulate more precisely the 
scope of such a study before its inception (United Kingdom). 

\·fork area ': Selected economic and technological problems 

It was noted that the results obtained through the different se1m1nars 
organized until the present were encouraging and might lead to a fruitful 
exchange of experience betweenECE member countries, provided the topics were 
carefully chosen. This work area omitted a:ny allusion to a future study on 
the "Automation of Assembly Processes in the Engineering Industry" which was 
included in the \forking Party's short-term programme of work adopted at its 
fourth session in February 1976. This was a particularly interesting study which 
should be initiated in the near future (United Kingdom). The delegation of 
:Bulgaria also expressed interest in this topic. The \vorking Party should be 
invited to pursue its activities within the limits of its existing resources 
(United Kingdom) • 

3.1. This topic l'Tas considered by some delegations as deserving more careful 
consideration before being included in the work programme. 

11 \"Jherever in this section the delegation of France is mentioned it should 
be noted that it also expressed the opinion of the other member countries of 
the EEC. 
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3.3. The delegation of Spain expressed special interest in this topic and in this 
respect considered the economic and social impact of automated production methods 
in small and medi~sized enterprises as meriting greater attention. The 
delegation of France expressed its reservations on this topic. 

3. 4. The dcleeations of CzechoslovaJ.da and the United Kingdom expressed their 
special interest in this topic. 

Work area 5: Statistics and information 

5.1. It was generally stressed that in this particular area of the Commission's 
activities the secretariat should continue to analyse in detail the salient 
aspects of automation rather than disperse its resources on a large number of 
projects. The delegation of France considered this topic the most interesting 
in the proposed programme and considered it as a follow-up of the study on a 
statistical framework for automation. 

273. FollowinG the discussion, the Sessional Committee agreed to recommend to the 
Plenary adoption of the draft decision contained in paragraph 5 of E/ECE/903/Add.l, 
as amended in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b). 

274. At its eleventh meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the 
Sessional Committee, the Commission adopted ita decision on automation. (For the 
text, see Part IV, decision I (XXXI)). 

Ergineering Industries 

(Agenda item 9 (f)) 

275. In considering this item allocated by the Plenary for discussion in the 
Sessional Committee, the Committee had before it the Report of the 
Executive Secretary (E/ECE/902) on the implementation of Commission decision I (XXX) 
and Annex Q to the Report on the future activities of the Commission (E/ECE/900). 
The secretariat notified additional suggestions for possible short- and lone-term 
programmes of work received prior to the thirty-first session from Austria, 
Belgium, Ireland, Malta, S\veden and Turkey. 

276. Some delegations recognized the importance of the engineering industries for 
the economies of all ECE countries. They stated that ECE work in the field of 
engineering industries contributed to the strengthening of international 
co-operation. The Czechoslovak delegation pointed out that it constituted a 
dynamic element in relations bet\·reen countries with different economic and social 
systems. The Hungarian delegation was of the opinion that the work accomplished 
since the second ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries had produced 
valuable results, notably the study on the Role and Place of Engineering Industries 
in National and \vorld Economies (ECE/El-rGDV3). 
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277. Appreciation was expressed by a number of delegations taking part in the 
discussion of the progress made in implementing \he ahort-term prograae of work 
which was reviewed by the fourth &d hoo MGeting of Experts on Engineering Industries. 
Interest was expressed in the studies, under preparation, of special aapeota of 
market trends and prospects in selected branches of engineering industries, and of 
the production of engineering equipment for preventing pollution and the techno
economic efficiency of such equipment. !he usefUlness of the Bulletin of Statistics 
on World Trade in Engineering Products was reaffi1'!11Sd. Favourable comments were 
also made on the Seminar on the 'l'achno-economic Aspects and Reaul ts of Anti
corrosion Measures in the Engineering Industries held in 1975· 

278. A discussion was held on the Executive Secretary's suggestions and proposals 
for the future activities contained in document E/ECE/900, Annex Q and on the 
results of the fourth ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries to which 
the Commission had entrusted the task of drawing up a list of topics for possible 
ECE programmes of work and priorities in the field of engineering industries 
(ECE/ENGIN/5 and Annex) • 

279• The delegations of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania and the USSR considered that the topics selected 
constituted a self-contained and interlinked programme and that they were ready 
to accept the proposals as presented by the Executive Secretary. The delegation 
of Italy!/ pointed out that the next ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering 
Industries should be directed by the specific comments made on Annex Q, in drawing 
up recommendations for its future work. Thedelegations of Belgium, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany and the United Kinsdom subsequently stressed 
certain aspects which were of special importance to their Governments. !he 
delegation of the United Kingdom, in particular, emphasized that a number of 
constraints in the scale of ECE 1s activity in this field had to be borne in mind. 
!here l'TSre limits in the resources available to the secretariat which enabled 
only two studies and one seminar to be undertaken at S1JY given time. 

280. Detailed comments were made by delegations on the topics contained in Annex Q 
to E/ECE/900: 

\<fork area 1: Medium-and lons-term perspectives 

1.1. The delecration of Hungary expressed special interest in this topic; 

1.2. The delegations of Italy., and the Federal Republic of Germany expressed 
reservations. 

!/ Whenever in this section the delegation of Italy is mentioned, it should 
be noted that it also expressed the opinion of the other members of the 
European Economic Community. 
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The delegations of Hungary and the USSR e~rpressed special interest in this topic. 

The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Uni tec1. Kil'lc~or.1 
favoured this topic with the exclusion of international trad.e, 

The delegation of the United Xingd.om consid.ered that private firms OlJeratinc 
in a competitive environment w·ere reluctant to share their knou-hoi't in areas of 
advanced technology. The Commission should therefore confine itself to identifying, 
uhen necessary, specific to;)ics of special interest to the uideot possible range 
of member Governments and to dealing- with these on o.n ad hoc basis. 

3.1. The d.eleeation of the USSR expressed special interest in this topic. 

3. 2. The d.elege.tions of Italy and the United Kingdom expressed. special interest. 

3.3. The delegation of the USSR expressed special interest; the delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany emphasized the.t o.uplication of uork ui th other 
international orgc..nizations should be avoided. 

3.4. The delegation of the USSR expressed special interest. 

The delegation of the Fed.eral Republic of Germany pointed out the necessity of 
avoiding duplication of i•rork with the Senior Advisers on Environmental Problems. 

The delegation of Romania expressed special interest in this 1·rork area. 

The delegation of the Federal RGpublic of Germany considered that indus+.rial 
co-operation should be discussed in the Cornmittee on the Development of Trade, 

The delegations of Italy, the United Kingclom and the USSR oxpresDed special 
interest in this Hork area, 

201. In addition, topics not specifically mentioned in AnneJ~ Q, to document :G/ECE/900, 
but includ.ed amant; thor;e suggested by the fourth ad hoc Heeting of Ex11erts, uere 
mentionccl: 

- engineering industries and automation (USSR) 

- co-operation uith other organizations (United Kingdom) 

~J.32. A detailed discussion i'ras held on the institutional form and method.s of uork 
for the implementation of the above programmes of •;'rork. References '.rere l\lD.de to the 
proposal "to give a more continuing character to this i·TO:rilc" made by the Executive 
Secretary in paragraph 08 of document E/ECE/900. 
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233. The delegations of Bulgaria., Czechoslovakia, the Gerroo.n Democratic Republic, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania and the USSR re-affirmed their views that the work of the 
ECE in the field of engineering industries should be institutionalized and organized 
on a permanent basis. In their opinion, significant progress had been made in the 
past and the present activities corresponded to the scope of uorl<: of a continuing 
body. The delegation of Romania also suggested the possibility of catting up a. 
working group the..t coulC:. meet from time to time and. convene Qd hoo meetinas of 
experts to ensure continuity of Hark. --

204. The delegations of Belgium: Canada; Germany, Federal Republic of; France: 
Ireland; Italy! Switzerland: the United Kineuom; and the United States; stated 
that in their opinion ECE activities in the field of engineering industries should 
remain strictly selective and continue to be carried out on on a~_l:l<?..£ basin uithin 
the limits of e~dsting resourcco and pra.cticfl.l possibilities. 

~05. At its eleventh meeting, acting U:!,Jon the recommend.ation of the Sessional 
Committee, the ColllJ'llission o..doptcd its decision on enGineering induotrics. (For tho 
text, see Part IV, decision J (:c~~I)) . 

~...Y.J!!PO~Jll .o!!.. th.e_R_:l;.~J..nf;,_ and_p~~1E.J>~_Il;.t .. EJ.:t.ill;. 
Js>_u,:r_i s t ...IE..CL~c :t.rx . .iE • ..t.~Jtog~on 

(AL;·endo. item 9 (a)) 

266. This item vra.s alloce>.ted by the Pleik'U'Y for prelililinary consiclcro.tion in th0 
Sessional Committee. The Commi ttce had before it a Note by the E:wcuti ve Secretcry 
(E/ECE/904). This document contained bo..ckground information and action ~)roposals 
deriving from the Symr>osium on the Planning and Develor.m1ent of the Tourist Industry 
in the ECD Region, held in October 1975 in Dubrovnik (YugoDlavia.), unclcr the d.irect 
auspices of the Commission. The report of the Symposium, (ECE/SEJ:I.l/;i) , was also 
available to the Sessional Committee. In introducing the debate, the secretariat 
drew attention to the reasons uhich had led th0 member Governments to convene the 
Symposium. Tourism was an integro.l part of contemporary society in the ECE resion 
and the broad implications of its development could no longer be i&~ored by public 
authorities. Though the Symposium had recognized the many valuable aspects and 
functions of tourism, concern 'vns expressed about its external effects; the economic, 
social and environmental aspects of touriom development needed therefore to be 
studied in a comprehensive and integrated -vray. 

267. Taking into account the outcome of the Symposium, the Executive Secretary ~~d 
made some sugcrestions about project activities in his Report, document D/ECD/900, 
which were briefly summarized in d.ocument E/ECE/904, paragraph 7. It 'l:ras proposed, 
in essence, to ask the principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned to include certain 
imlJortant aspects of tourism in their res:9ccti ve prograii1Ill.es of uork. 

208. Some delegations m~pressod the viev1 thD.t the problems considered by the 
Sym;?osium uere of great interest and value to their Govemments. Satisfaction uas 
also expressed \rith the orGanizational a.rra.nuements of the meetin5 and appreciation 
was expressed to the Govern<·nent of Yugoslavia '1-Thich had. acted as host. 

209. Concerning future activitiec of ECE in the field. of tourism, many delegations 
stressed the need to avoid duplication of the '·rork being cc,rried out by other 
intema.tiona.l ora·a.nizations c?..nd, in particular, the Vorld Tou:riem O:rga;niz<:l.tion (\'lTD). 
Some deleg-ations felt that this rcscrvo.tion d.icl not constitute un obstacle to 
adopting a fully :_:>ositive .:'..ttitude :canada; Romania; S;reclcn; Svritzol.'la.nd) touards 
the specific proposals made by the E::~ecuti vc Secretary in various l".m•e~~es to his 
l1el')Ort E/JJC:LI:/900 ant",. reproduced. in document E/ECE/904; others ·:Austria; Germany, 
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Federal Republic of; United Kingdom), considered that the role of ECE in matters 
rele.ting to tourism should,. in vie,., of its terms of reference and. limited resources, 
consist mainlY of lending support to efforts of the other oreanizations directlY 
concerned. The delegations of Belgium and of the Netherlands recommended that 
certain projects suggested by the Ex-ecutive Secretary, for instance in Anne~r. E on 
Environment (work area 3: Seminar on selected problems of tourism), should be 
given proper consideration, on the basis of the comments made on it during the 
discussion at this session. The delegations of Romania and Turkey also gave support 
to the proposal to organize further seminars on tourism und.er the auspices of ECE; 
it considered. that studies on specific topics to be carried out by the ECE could be 
helpful to member Governments , but care should be talc en to avoid duplication of 'Vrork 
carried out by other international organizc.tions. The delegation of S-vdtzerland 
pointed out the need for co-ordination of the work which may be assigned to various 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies in the field of tourism. Furthermore, this delegation 
expressed its satisfaction \Jith the work done by the secretariat in this field. 

290. With reference to the draft decision and commenting on the Italian contribution 
to the ECE Symposium in Dubrovnik, the delegation of Ita!y, vdth the support of 
other delegations (France and Spain) suzgested the ad.di tion of a no-vr sub-pc.ra.graph 
to the proposal in document E/DCE/904, poragTaph 3, to read ao follovm: 

" (d.) to request the Executive Secretary to transmit to the Secretary-General 
of the World Tourism Organi~ation, for examination and comment, the text of 
the aonograph on the Use of the Mediterranean Coasts for Tourism, as '\'tell as 
the recoiillllcndation on this topic lvhich 'Vras un.:mimously adopted by the 
Dubrovnik Symposium". 

It was considered that the introduction of such a request would offer an opportunity 
to give effect to the provisions of sub-paraaraph (c) of the draft decision, 
regarding continued close co-operation betueon ECE and the vlorld Tourism Organization. 
The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that it had difficulty in 
adopting ~ub-para.graph (b) of the draft decision concerninc the request to certain 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies to consid.er incorporating in their programmes of uork 
appropriate projects related to problems of tourism. 

291. A draft decision on tourism, submitted by the delegation of Switzerland, was 
adopted by the Commission at its twelfth meeting. (For the text, see Part IV, 
decision K (XXXI)). 

292. After this decision was adopted, the delegation of the Federal Republic of 
Germany stated that in their opinion tourism '\'Tas not a promising field of activity 
for ECE and pointed. out that more thought should be given to the advisability and 
the financial implications of engaging ECE in this woik. This delegation also 
indicated its concern about the risk of duplication and expressed the hope that the 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned would examine carefully their involvement in 
concrete projects related to tourism. 

Re~..!ld.a.t.~_ons.by: the _Se_ssiE_~ommi_t,:b~<!._?.2.:fiJ.on 
talc_ep_j;he:r:.§l_~n_))z_!.~e. Plen~ 

293. At its eleventh meeting in Plenary the Conwission heard a statement by the 
Chairman of the Sessional Commi ttce, Ambassador liartins, on the outcome of the 
deliberations of the Sessional Committee on the reports of the ~rinci?al Subsidiary 
Bodies and on other items assigned to it by the Plenary for preliminary consideration. 
HG informed the Conwission that the discussions in the Sessional Committee had been 
especially lively, uno. that the introductory statements presented by or on behalf 
of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of each body had proved very useful in focusing 
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discussion on the main features of the problems under consid.eration. He added that 
the contribution by delecrations had been particularly constructive. He expressed. 
the view that the experience of the "t-Tork of the Sessional Con:mli ttee durina the 
thirty-first ECE session demonstrated its ca~acity to perform n major role in dealing 
with complex issues in the ,.,one programme of the Commission. 

294. The Chairman of the Sessional Committee then submitted to the Plenary the 
Sessional Committee's recommendations on decisions to be t&cen on the following 
items of the agenda: 

- Automation (agenda item 9(e)) 

- Standardization (agenda item 9(d)) 

- Engineering industries (agenda item 9(f)) 

- General energy problems (agenda. item 8) 

- EneraY problems in the ECE region (agenda item 9(c)) 

295. The Chairman of the Sessional Committee also informed the Plenary that, at its 
request, the Sessional Committee had considered in a preliminary way the 
Commission's draft programme of won~ and priorities for 1976/77 and draft long-term 
programme of work and priorities for 1977-1981. (For an account of this discussion 
in the Sessional Committee and in the Plenary, see parac"Taphs 298-306 belou). 

296. The Chairman of the Commission expressed to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Sessional Committee, and through thea to the Committee itself, the Commission 1 s 
appreciation of the excellent manner in uhich they had d.ealt \'rith the tasks assigned 
to them. 

297. At the same meeting the Commission, actinc upon the recommendation of the 
Sessional Committee, adopted the decisions referred to in p~ragraph 294 above, the 
texts of which are contained in Part IV (Commission decisions C, G, H, I, J (~CCXI)). 

]?rogr~2! wo.;ic and. prio:r::_i~~- !PE 1976L71. 
~d.-..J.oP&te.EP!..PFP~.!.. :?!. _:l'torl~ Bll;d; p_ri..OE.t~.e.~ 

£E.r_]!)]] -1901 

(Agenda item 10) 

298. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the Executive 
Secretary's Note E/ECE/905 containing the draft programme of work and priorities 
for 1976/77 as '·rell as the draft long-term programme of work and priori ties for 
1977-1981 to which was attached as Addendum 1 a set of tables containing a synoptic 
presentation of the programmes of work of the Commission's Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies. 

299. Pursuant to the request mad.e by the Plenary, the Sessional Committee c;ave 
preliminary consideration to this item. 

300. In his introductory remarlcs to the Sessional Committee the lli~ecutive Secretai"'J 
outlined the way in ,.,hich the adapted short- and long-term programmes of 'rorlc and 
priorities would in future be presented following the format of the anneJres to his 
Report E/ECE/900, including the presentation of programme category 01 (the 
Commission 1 a olm programme of "\'tork) as proposed in Annex A to E/ECE/900. Ao 
before, the short-term projects uould. be of an operational character ond the long
term projects of an indicative character. 
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)01. Delegations tcl:inc part in the discussion referred with cppreciation to the 
comprehensi vc repor·l; on the Commie:::.: ion's dre.ft proarammes of work e>.:nd priori ties 
dra·\ln up by the Executive Secretary in his Note E/ECE/905. They proposed thc.t the 
drafts of the short- and long-term programmes of \-Tork referred to in document 
E/ECE/905 be ~))roved on the understanding that they had been dra'm up prior to the 
Commission's consideration of the Executive Secretary's Report E/ECD/900, and that 
they ,rould therefore be subject to subf'.lC<;JUent modification by the Principal 
Subsidiary Bo(l.ies concerneC1.. Document E/ECD/900 and its anne:ccs and the views 
e~r,pressecl or a[;'l'Ced thereto by member Govcrnrru:mtEJ r.t the thirty-first session ahoulcl 
therefore be transmi tteel. to the reElpocti ve bodiec '\'rhich should tal:e full account of 
document E,'J.JCE/900 and the above-mentioned vim-Ts and be guided by the vieHs recorded 
in this Report in com11leting the elabora.tion of their individual programmes of uorl::: 
at their next meetinGS, Such a pro cedurc ''ould be cons is tent 'l;·Ti th the Final Act of 
the CSCE uhich urcred the e:~·oloita.tion of the possibilities offered by, inter alia, 
the ECB for the implementation of those provisions to be dealt uith on a_---··--
mul tila.teral bnsis, It uas the uish of ell delegations to ,ress aheaCI. rnpiC:.ly ui th 
such implementntion althouah care vrould be nccessarJ not to overt~~ the resources, 
financial and othcruise, of the Commission. Once those proc:remmes uere under vray 
progress could. be revie,.red o.t the thirty-second session of the Cor:~micsion having in 
mind the meeting at Bel@Tade in 1977, provided for in the CSCE Finnl Act. Agreement 
was expressed on the proposals by the Executive Secretary concerning tho 
nresento.tion of the future proc;Tammes of uork and priori ties along the lines of the 
format of the Annexes to E/ECE/900. 

302. In the light of the Discussions 'rhich took place in the Sessional Committee in 
connexion ,.,i th its preliminary consideration of the programmes of uor!~ of the 
Commission, the Chairman of the Sessionc~l Committee, spealcing in the plenary, 
proposed. that the establishaent of ncn·: trust funds be approved by the Conn11icoion 
and the creation of nevr tnsk forces be approved by the l.'lrincipal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned. The Executive Secretary confirmed that this ,.,as in accordance ui th 
existing procedures. 

303. At the proposal of the Chairman of the Sessional Committee, the Commission 
endorsed the sugaestions made by the ~=ecutive Secretary in )araaraph ~1 of his 
Report on concentration and integration of the Commission 1 s proarar:~nes of vror~: 
prepared pursuant to Commission resolution 1 (]QCK) (m/ECE/092). 

304. The c1elecration of Luxemboura, spealdnc on behalf of the cowtries me1'1.bero of 
the European Economic Coll1liiUJli ty, gave a. summary of its viem:; on thio a[;endu i ter:1. 
The present session, it said, had produced results vrhich i-Terc im11ortant both for 
the continuation of the tra.di tional \'rorl~ of ECE and for the incO"-"]!Oration in ECD 1 o 
~rogramme of work, of the recommendations contained in the CSCD Final Act. The 
delegation added that it could approve the proc;Tammes of uor:~ conto.ined in 
document E/ECE/905 and Add.l but that, as those texts had been d~afted before the 
Commission's consideration of the Executive Secretary's report on the future 
activities of tho Commission, they should be amended in the light of document 
E/ECE/900, its various anneJ:es and the comments made on them durinc the thirty
first session. That report, together ;.lith the comments thereon should, in its vieVT, 
be transmitted to the various Committees as guidelines for carrying out their 
proGrammes. In conclusion, the delegation e:~ressed the hope t!k~t, at the next 
session, it i·roult not be required once more to f'!)prove proposals recrarding 
programmes of i·ror!: but vrould already have before it progress reports on the '"orlc 
on the subjects to be studied on the basis of uocumcnt E/ECE/900. 

305. A draft j_•esolution on the progranme of v.rork of the Commission for 1976/77 and 
its long-term progranune of 11orl;: for 1977-1901, submitted by the Chairman of the 
Commission, vas adopted. by the Commiosion at its tvrelfth meeting. (For tho text 
see Part IV, resolution 2 (~::;~~I)). 
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306. A draft decision on Jt'esentation of programme cateGory 01 of the Commission 1 s 
programme of work, submitted by the E:x:eouti ve Secretary, vras adopted by the 
Commission at its twelfth meeting. (For the text see Part IV, decision L (JQDCI)). 

~ business 

(Agenda item 11) 

(a) Participation of the Principality of .¥echtenstein-l!Lthe Com,pl.i~on 1 s w·ork 

307. At its first meeting the Commission vras informed that the Head of the Governn1ent 
of the Principality of Liechtenstein had addressed to the Executive Secretary the 
formal request that his Government be admitted to participate in the work of the 
Commission under article 8 of its terms of reference. In accordance vTith this 
request, the Commission adopted its decision on the participation of the 
Principality of Liechtenstein in the Commission's worlc, the text of which is 
reproduced in Part IV (decision U (;CXXI)). 

(b) Part~cipation of the Holy See in the Comnussion's work 

308. At its tenth meeting the Commission was informed that the Permanent Observer 
of the Holy See to the United Nations Office at Geneva had transmitted a request 
from the Holy See for participation in the lrork of the Commission under article 8 
of its terms of reference. In accordance \'lith this request the Commission adopted 
its decision on the participation of the Holy See in the Commission's work, the 
text of which is reproduced in Part IV (decision N (XXXI)). 

(c) Reguest from non-governmental organizations for presentat~on of viev~ 

309. A request was received and accepted from the vlorld Federation of Trade Unions 
to present the views of this organization to the Commission on the review of the 
economic situation in Europe (agenda item 3). 

(d) Date, place and agenda. of the next session 

310. The Executive Secretary informed the Commission that the tentative date for 
the holding of the thirty-second session of the Commission in Geneva was from 
18 to 29 April 1977. The Commission decided to leave to the Executive Secretary 
the responsibility for determining, in consultation with the Officers of the 
Commission and in the light of the relevant arrangements of the ECOOOC and the 
General Assembly, the precise date of the thirty-second session, and requested the 
Executive Secretary to inform the Governments thereon. 

311. Pursuant to Council resolution 1894 (LVII) the Executive Secretary informed 
the Commission that the provisional agenda of the thirty-second session, which would 
be prepared in consultation with the Officers of the Commission, '\'Tould consist of 
the following main points: 

(a) review of the economic situation in EUrope; 

(b) a-eneral debate on the work of the Commission as a '\'Thole, 1vith 
special reference to the action t&cen in the light of the resolutions 
and decisions adopted at the thirty-first session of the Commission; 

(c) consideration of the reports of the Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies 
of the Commission; 
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(d) follow-up aotion on the relevant Commission resolutions and decisions 
dealing with matters which were under the Commission's own direot supervisionr 

(e) consideration of the Commission's short- and lo~term programmes of 
work and priorities. 

Adoption of the Annual Report of the 
Commission to the Economic and Social Council 

(Agenda item 12) 

312. At its t·uelfth meeting, on 9 April 1976, the Commission adopted its Report 
to the noonomic and Sooial Council covering the period from 25 April 1975 to 
9 April 1976. 
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PART IV 

RESOLUTIONS AND Ol'HER DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE 
THIRTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE COMMISSION 

I. RESOLUTIONS 

1 (XXXI) - THE FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMISSION AND THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FINJ~L ACT OF THE CSCE 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Recalling its resolutions 1 (XXX) and 2 (XXX), 
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Convinced of the value of the activities of tho Commission as an important 
forum for broad co-operation among the countries of the ECE region, 

Aware of thu diversity of the economic and social systems of the countries of 
the region and reaffirming the will of the member countries to intensify their 
co-operation between one another, irrespective of their systems, 

Considering the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europo to have been 
an event of great importance and recalling the resolve of the participating States 
"to pay due regard to and implement the provisions of the Final Act of the 
Conference", 

Noting that the Fino.l Act expresses the wish of the participating States to 
11take advantage of the possibilities offer<:~d by relevant international organizations, 
in particular by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europa, for giving 
effect to the provisions of the final documents of the Confor<Jnce", 

Convinced that the further development of their co-operation in the fields of 
trade, industry, science and technology, the environment and other areas of economic 
activity should 11take place in full rospect for the principles guiding relations 
among pe.rticipating States as sat forth in the relevant document" !} arJd in 
accord~~cc with the pertinent provisions of tho Final Act, 

Mindful that the Final Act provides for unilater~l ~nd bilateral implementation 
as well as for multilateral implementation "by meatings of experts of the 
participating States, and ~.leo in the framework of existing international 
organizations, such as the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe", 

Conscious of the significance of the role accorded to tho Economic Commission 
for Europe by the Fine.l Act and tho opportunities created for it by that Act, 

!/ This refers to tho "Declaration on principles guiding r...;lations between 
participn.ting States" which forms part of tho Final Act of the CSCE. 
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Taking into account th~ useful experience gained by tho Commission in 
initiating and developing co-operation among the Member Countries irrespective of 
their economic and social systems, 

Recognizing that the strengthening of regional co-operation will help 
Member Governments end the Commission to make greater contributions towards 
solving the pressing problems of world development and promoting economic growth, 
within the region and elsewharo, including in the dQveloping countries, and hence 
peac\;) and s.Jcuri ty in the world, 

Recalling ECOSOC resolution 1952 (LIX) entitled Regional Co-opere,tion and 
General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII) entitled Development and International 
Economic Co-operation, as adopted, 

Believing that a continuing and close review of the current and future work 
programmes of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies by the Commission in Plenary Session 
will help to achieve a better co-ordiik~tion, integration and concentration of the 
programmes of work of the Subsidiary Bodies of tho Commission and will thoroby 
enhance both tho eff~ctivencss of tho work of tl1c Commission as a whole and its 
ability to respond appropriately and within th..1 limits of Ewailabla rosourcos to 
the tasks confronting it, 

Aware that the Fine.l J.ct of the CSCE provides for tho holding of a preparatory 
m~.:;ting in B~lgrade, beginning on 15 Jum 1977, to decide on the date, duration, 
agenda and other modalities of the meeting of repres0ntatives ~ppointed by 
Ministers of Foraign Affairs to be held at Belgrade in 1977, 

1. Calls upon Governments of Member Countries to take full adv~nt~ge of the 
potential of tho Economic Commission for Europo as an instrument for developing 
their mul tib.tcrnl co-operation; 

2. Affircs-the determination of the Member Governments to implement, within the 
framework of the competence of the Commission, tho pertinent provisions of the 
Final Act of the Conference calling for multilataral implementation, making 
appropriate adaptations to tho Commission's programme of work, socking to further 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of its activities, ~nd considering whether 
adaptations to its structur"' and working methods :lrd dJsireblo to this end; 

3· Welcomes the constructive Report on the Futuro Activities of tho Commission 
(E/ECE/900) prepn.red by tho Ex:;cutivG Secretary; 

4. Requests the Executive Secr0tary to transmit the pres,.mt rvsolution, together 
with document E/ECE/900, and the views expressed or cgreod in rolation thereto 
by Member Governments nt th~ thirty-first s~ssion, to the Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies of the Commission; 

5. Invit~s the Principal Subsidiary Bodies to complete the elaborntion of thoir 
individual work programmes taking full account af document E/ECE/900 ~nd being 
guided by the views recorded in the r0port of tho thirty-first sossion of tho 
Commissi'm; 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
page 97 

6. Reminds the Principal Subsidiary Bodies th--:.t, as pe-rt of their brc·::.der effort 
to implement the pertinent provisions of the Final Act c~lling for multiln.ter~l 
implom~ntation, they Should pay pr~icul~ attention to the topics specifically 
referred by tho Final Act to tho Economic Commission for Europe for implementation; 

7. Draws tv the attuntion of Member Governments its decisions B (XXXI) ~nd 
D (XXXI); 

8. Asks the Exocutivu Secretr.ry to prepare for consideration at the thirty-second 
sessionof the Commission n. r..,port containing; 

(a) a gener~~ review of the work of each of the Princip~l Subsidi~ry Bodies 
tn~ng into account the results of the thirty-first session of the Commission; 

(b) proposals and suggestions on future ~ctivities of the Commission, 
including those arising from the implementation of tho Final Act; and 

9. !grace to consider at its thirty-second session the manner in which the 
meeting in Belgrade in 1977 will be informed of the progress made in tho 
Economic Commission for Europe with tho implementation of the portinant provisions 
of the Final Act. 

2 (XXXI) - TEE PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION FOR 1976/77 
AND ITS LONG-TERM PROORAMME OF WORK FOR 1977-1981 

Tho Economic Commission for Europe, 

above) 

Having considered tho reports of its subsidiary bodies on their activities, 
the notos by the Executive Secretary on certain questions, and the programme of 
work of the Commission for 1976/77, as well as the long-term progra.mme of w~.rk for 
1977-1981, 

Noting that during th8 thirty-first session various delegations have raised a 
number of points concerning tho Commission's progromme of work, 

1. Drews tho cttention of the subsidiary bodice of tho Commission to the relevant 
resolutions and other decisions of the Commission as well as to the pointe reported 
in tha r~lcv~.nt pe.ssages of tho summary records l:'..nd tho Report of the thirty-first 
session; 

2. Rcguests its eubsidie~ bodius to take these decisions and points into 
consideration when reviewing their respective short and long-term progr~ee of 
work; and 

3. Approvvs its progr~o of work for 1976/77 and endorses in principle, subject 
to review at its thirty-second session, its long-term programme of work for 
1977-1981. 
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II. arHER DECISIONS 

1~ (XXXI) - ENCOURAGEMENT OF ECONOMIC co-OPERATION 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE FINAL ACT OF CSCE 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Bearing in mind tho provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe and in particular that section entitled "Questions 
relating to SGcurity and Co-operation in the Mediterranean", 

Conscious of the possibilities of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe for giving effect to the pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the 
Conference, 

Re-affirming the declared intention of the States signatory to the said Final 
Act to encourage with the non-participating Mediterranean States the development 
of mutually beneficial co-operation in the various fields of economic activity and 
to contribute to a diversified development of their econClmies, 

Asks the ExocutivG Secretary while prope.ring specific suggestions and proposals 
for sUbmission to the thirty-second session to take due account of the nGcd to 
encouragG economic co-operation as envisaged in the soction of the Final Act 
entitled "Questions relating to Security and Co-operation in the Mediterranean" 
and at the same time to continue his consultations with United Nations bodies and 
regional economic commissions, including the Economic Commission for Africa and the 
Economic Commission for Western Asia, as 0nvisag~d in ECOSOC resolution 1952 (LIX). 

12th meeti;n 
9 April 197 
(scG para. 62 above) 

B (XXXI) - THE PROPOSAL IN REGARD TO THE HOLDING OF ALL-EUROPEAN 
CONGRESSES ON QUESTIONS OF CQ-OPERATION IN THE FIELD 
OF PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT OF 
TRANSPORT, J..ND ENERGY 

•rhe Economic Commission fer Europe, 

Takes note with satisfaction of the readiness of member Governments to 
intensify co-:·pGration in a number of fields of ec-;nomic activity as set forth 
in the Final Act of th0 Conference on Security and Co-operation in Duropo; 

Notes the interest expressed in the proposal made by the Soviet G0vornment for 
the "Holding of all-Europocn congr.:Jsses on qu8stions of co-operation in the fields 
of the protection, of the environment, development of trcnsp')rt and energy", ns 
viell as the offer of the Soviet Uniun to be tho host country for a C)ngross on 
energy; 
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1. Draws to the attention of member Gcwernments the discussion at the 
thirty-first session of the Commission on the proposal for congresses, and suggests 
tho.t member Governments study the propc.,ea.l thoro1J8hly in tho light of tha.t 
discussion and of the prc~visions of the Final l.ct; 

2. Asks tho Executive Secretary to circulate such views in regard to the proposal 
as ma~ Governments may wish to communicate to him; 

3. Draws to the attention of the relevant Principal Subsidiary Bodies the topics 
BU8sestod for discussion at the proposed congresses on questions of co-operation in 
the fields of the protection of tho environment, development of transport, and 
energy; 

4. Asks the Executive Secretary to submit to the thirty-second session of the 
Commission a report on tho work already effected or under way in the Economic 
Commission for Europe in those fields. 

C (XXXI) - GENERAL ENEIDY PROBLEMS 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Havins considered its future activities in the field of general energy 
problems in the ECE region, 

(a) Decided to adopt as its programme of work in this fi~ld Annex R to 
E/ECE/900 in respect of work areas 1, 2 and 4; 

(b) Requested the Executive Secretary to incorporate in work area 3 of this 
programme its decision G (XXXI) on problems of energy economy and efficiency; a.nd 

(c) Requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a. r~port for the thirty-second 
session concerning activities of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies with respect to 
all areas of this programme of work and to suggest procedures by which tho 
Commission might implement this progra.r~e of work in the future. 

11th tteetin 
8 April 197 
(see para. 75 above) 

D (XXXI) - SELECTED TOPICS FOR SPECIAL ATTENTION 

Tho Economic Commission for Eur·.)pe, 

Reminds the competent Principal Subsidia.ry Bodies that, in addition to tho 
topics specifically referred by the Final Act to the Economic Commission for 
Europe for ttultilateral implementation, they should devote special attention to tho 
multilateral implementation of other provisions set forth in tho section of the 
Final l~ct entitled "Co-operation in the Field of Economics, of Science and 
Technolngy nnd cf tho Environmont", such as the following: 
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1. The promotion of th~ publication nnd dissemination of economic and c0mmercial 
infon1ation; 

2. The pronoti ·n of intornation£'..1 agrc8o0nts and othur appropriat;.; arrr.ng.Jments 
en acceptrmc-'l of cortificatJs of conf0mity with standf:'..rds and technical 
regulations; 

3. Tho development through international co-operation ';)f an extensivel programme 
for tho monitoring and ovaluation of tha long-range transport of air pollutl:mts; 

4. The harmonization of administrative and technical provisions concerning safety 
in ruad, rail and river transport. 

Reguests the comp~t~nt subsidiary bodies to presont progress reports to the 
thirty-second session. 

above) 

E (XXXI ) - DEVELOPMENT OF TRlillE 

The Commission decided: 

(a) to take note of the decision of the Committee on the Development of Trade 
at its twenty-fourth session to convene a Second Inforoal Meeting of Trade Experts 
with the general theoe; "New Dovelopnents in East-West Trade: Prr:-blems and 
Prospects in the light of the results ~f the Conference on Security end Co-operation 
in Europe" to bo held on 26-28 May 1976; 

(b) to endorse the decisions of the Committee on the Development of Trade at 
its twenty-fourth session concerning tho proparations and the conduct of the 
Second Informal Meeting; and to express the hope that the Meeting will giva us~ful 
results; and 

(c) to te~c note with satisfaction of the results of the Third Seminar on 
East-West Trade Promotion, Marketing and Business Contacts and of the decision of 
the Committee on tho Development of Trade at its twGnty-fourth session to convene 
a fourth Seminar in early 1977 on a theme to be determined by a preparatory meeting 
which will consider a list 0f proposals drawn up by the secretariat on the basis of 
suggoations made by member Governments. 

above) 

F (XXXI) - INDUSTRIP..L CO-OPERATION 

The Commission decided: 

(a) to take note of tho decision of the Committee on the Development of Trade 
at its tw~nty-fourth session to convene the Second Meeting of Experts on Industrirl 
Co-cperation on 13-15 October 1976; 
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(b) to express the hope that the Meeting will yield useful rasults by giving 
due considerationlto specific and practical ~easures aimed at creating the best 
possible conditio~s for the development of industrial co-operation in the ECE 
region; n.nd ! 

I 

(c) to tnke 1note of the decision of the Committee un the Dcvolopmant of Trade 
at its tw~nty-fourth session by which the Committee invited the Grnup of Experts on 
International Contract Practices in Industry: 

(i) to prepare a final version of the Guido for Drawing Up International 
Contracts on Industrial Co-operation tv b0 published by the 
secretariat as soon as possible; and 

(ii) to undertake tho preparation of a guide for drawing up international 
contracts on consortiums. 

above) 

G (XXXI) - ENEBGY PROBLEMS IN THE ECE REGION 

The Commission decided: 

(a) to take note of the Executive Secrotaryts Report E/ECE/899 and Add.l; 

(b) to adopt the recommendations on future work on energy econo~ and 
efficiency in the ECE region contained in paragraph 16 of the Report of the 
ad hoc Meeting ,f Exports on Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE Region 
(ECEfz'lC.2/2); 

(c) in ordEJr to implement those roco:moend<l.tions: 

(i) to include in its projact on gonoral energy problems a work araa on 
Problems of Energy Economy and Efficiency, to be implemented with 
the assistance of appropriate Principal Subsidiary Bodies and 
ad hoc meetings and s~minars as n.::;cessary. This work area would 
comprise: 

- periodic exchanges of information and views on measures adopted 
or envisaged to achieve greater energy economy and efficiency 
and on the results of these measures; 

- periodic reviews of work done or planned in the ECE framework 
relating to energy ccono~ and efficiency; 

consideration of relevant economic, technological and 
environmental problems; 
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(ii) to request the Executiv~ Socrctcry to conv3ne, and to prepare, as 
~ppropriate, with tho assistance of the Principal Subsidiex,y Bodies 
concernad, ad hoc meetings and suoinars on tho following priority 
topics: 

co:r.1bined production of electric powar ::md hod and the integration 
of energy systems of large energy consumers into brnador combined 
electric powEir end hc::.t systems, including rogionnl and district 
heating systems o.nd tho use of waste heat I'U'ld gases from power 
st~tions and large industrial complexes (a sominor to be held 
in 1978); 

conservr.tion e.spects cf the development o.nd ~pplico.tion nf new 
techniques for the tro..nsfnrmation of priDary energy, such as 
coal gasification r.nd liquefaction (a seminar to be hold in 1979); 

techniques and results of "public n.wn.ren..Jss" and "public o.ction" 
progr.::.Il!Jlo s ; 

recycling of energy-intensive industrial wo.stes and by-products 
as well o.s tho usc of municipal wastes for energy production; 

improved techniques for extraction and processing of primary 
forms of energy; 

iDprovcd insulation of houses nnd buildings (this topic will ba 
included in the ECE s~minur to be held in Canada in 1977); 

(iii) to nsk its Principo.l Subsidiary Bodies concerned to continue to 
give special attention to tho possibility vf including in their work 
programmes, or of intGnsifying their work on, projects relating to 
incrouaod u~rgy economy end efficiency, end to initiate and carry 
out co-operative studios nn such specific topics selected by them 
as: 

incorporation int-: national plA-ns and programmes f,,r ec-:::>nomic 
gruwth 0f the objective of lowering energy consumption rates and 
increasing energy efficiency (Senior Economic Ldvisors to ECE 
Governments) ; 

possibilities, methods ~nd related problems of increasing energy 
productivity in selected economic branches (Committees on 
1~ricultural Problems, Chemical Industry, Coal, Electric Power, 
G~s, Inland Transport, Steol and Timber); 

long-term Gnergy consumption p0rsp~ctives and scenarios in the 
light of energy conservation progre~es (S~nior Economic Advisers 
to ECE Govornments); 

the uso of econometric models, input-output and cost-benefit 
~no.lysis for ass0ssing the potential of energy conservation ~nd 
for optimizing conservation programmes; 
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- elaboration of internationally acceptable concepts, definitions 
and statistics on energy conservation (Conference of European 
Statisticians); 

- application of the heat pump (Committee on Electric Power); 

- regulations for construction of motor vehicles with a view to 
energy savings, including diesulization, sizo and fuel 
consumption limits, etc. (Inland Transport Committee); 

- environmental aspects of energy conservation measures 
(Senior Advisers to ECE Governccnts on Environmental Problems); 

(iv) to invite Governments to transmit to tho Executive Secretary for 
distribution, prior to the thirty-second session, national studies 
analysing the progress JJade in their countries towards the l'l.Chievement 
of greater 0nergy economy and efficiency, and to consider theso 
studies at its thirty-second session; 

( v) to ask the socretc.riat and the Principal Subsidiary Bodies to ensure 
that in carrying out work on problems of energy economy and 
efficiency unnecessary duplication be avoided; and 

(d) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-second session 
of the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

H (XXXI) - STANDARDIZATION 

The Commission decided: 

(a) to take note of the Report of the Executive Secretary on the activities 
of the Commission in the field of standardization E,/ECE/901 and l:..dd.l; 

(b) to request the Fourth Meeting of Government Offici~ls Responsible for 
Standardization Policies - to be held from 12 to 16 July 1976 - to elaborate, on 
tho basis of Annex S to E/ECE/900 and the comments made on it during the 
discussions at the thirty-first session of the Commission, a. short- and long-term 
programme of work in the field of standardization, and to submit it to the 
thir~y-second session of the Commission for its approval; 

· (c) to reiterate its hope that the Fourth Meeting of Government Officials 
Responsible for Standardization P:.llicies will result in accelerated progress in 
international standardization; ~nd 

(d) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-second sessi·)n 
of the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

266 above) 
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I (XXXI) - AUTOMATION 

Tha Commission d8cid0d: 

(~:) tc t:,ke n':'.ltt) of tho Executive S;:;cretnry 1 s Report E/ECE/903 n.nd Add.l on. 
the progress 1:.1adc during 1975/76 in the ncti vi tii3s of the Working PF-.rty on 
.i~uto1:~n. ti.~n; 

(b) tr; cpprovo tho Wurking P:1.rty 1 s programes of work and priori ties for 
1976/77 n1d for 1978-1981 as contained in .i•nnox 1 to ECE/.i~UTOMAT/4; and to docid8 
to conv<Jn..:.: the Fifth Session of the W'Jrking Pe..rty on Autc-mation prior to the 
thirty-soc· .. nd s..:Jssion of the Commission to c.dn.pt, on the basis of Annex T to 
E/ECE/900 n.nd tho comments ma.do on it during th0 discussions r,t th.:; thirty-first 
session of tho Commission, those short- and long-term progrommes of work, and to 
subnrit th0o to tho thirty-second seosion of the Commission for its approval; and 

(c) to ro~uost the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its 
thirty-sGc~nd session on tho liaplomontn.tion of this d8cision. 

J (XXXI) - ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 

Tha Commission decided: 

(a) to t~o note of tho Executive Secretary's Report E/ECE/902; 

(b) to convene prior to th0 thirty-second session of the Commission the 
Fifth ~-~d hoc Meeting of Exports on Engineering Indu;~trio s: 

(i) to discuss mc'1.ttors crising fron tho decisions taken by the 
thirty-first session of tho ConunissLm, r:.:levo.nt to the ECE 
c\cti vi ties in tho field of engineering; 

(ii) tn consider - on the basis of :.nnox Q tc E/ECE/900 and of the 
discussions which took plcwo at tho thirty-first session of the 
Commission on th0 !'ldaptt!'.tion of its futuro o.ctivi tics and methods 
of work, c:.nd t::;king into account rec0mmendations made by the 
Fourth c.d hoc Meeting of Experts on Enginooring Industries 
(ECE,/ENGIN/5 and il.nnex) - proposals for the possible ~doption 
of ECE' s programmes of work in th~ field of cnginooring industric\s, 
and to submit them to the thirty-sec•~nd session of tho Commission; 

(iii) to select a topic to be doalt with by a semiik'l.r to be orgo.nized in 
Poland at th0 invi tc~tion of th~ Polish .• uthori tics in 1977 or 1978; 

(iv) to S3l~ct a topic for a study to be undortnken by tho secretariat 
in 1976-78 aftor cnncluding its study on ttSpecial n.spects of merket 
trends and prospocts in selcctod branches ~f engineering 
industrios"; 
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(c) to convene, prir:r to the thirty-second session of tho Commission, tho 
prep~r~tory oooting fer a seminar .t0 bu hold in Polnnd in 1977 or 1978; and 

(d) to reQuest the Exocutiv~:J Secrot.':try to report to the Cor:uniasion nt its 
thirty-second session on tho implumentntion of this decision. 

K (XXXI) - TOURISM 

Tho Cr,mmisaion docidedr 

(a) to take note of tho Executive Secrot:1ry 1 a Report E/ECE/904 on the 
outcom.J of the Sy:r.:~posium on tho Pla.nning and Devolopmont nf the Tcurist Industry 
in the ECE Region; 

(b) to c.sk the Senior Advisors to ECE Governments on Environmental Pr·:·bloms, 
the Committee on Housing, Building nnd Planning and the othGr Principa.l Subsidiary 
Bodies concerned with activitios relnted to problems of tourism to consider 
incorporating in their programmes of work appropriate projects taking into ~ccount 
the results of the Symposium on the Planning and Development of the Tourist 
Industry in the ECE Region a.s embodied in ita Report ECE/SEM.l/3; 

(c) to ask the Executive Secretary to continue to co-op8rnte closely on 
r.ctivities rolro.ted to t.)uriam with the internatioml organizntions concerned, in 
p:1rticular the World Tourism Orgc·nization, in order to c.void duplication; and 

(d) to ask the Executive Secrctf:!.ry to transmit to the Secretary-General of 
the W•:Jrld Touriso Organization, for examination and comment, tho text of the 
monograph on the Usu of the Mediterranean Coasts for Tourism, as well as the 
recommendation on this topic which was unanimously adopted by tho Dubrovnik 
Symposium. 

L (XXXI)- PRESENTl~TION OF PROGRAMME CATIDORY 01 
OF THE COMMISSION's PROORilMME OF WORK 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

above) 

Having considered tho prea.:Jntation of category 01 of its programme of w::rk, 

Adopted the format of l1.nnex 1~ to E/ECE/900; ~nd 

Reguestod the Executive Socrctary to submit for its consideration and approval 
at its thirty-second session programme category 01 in the new presentation in 
accordance with annex A to E/ECE/900. 
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M (XXXI) - PARTICIPATION OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN 
IN THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Decided in accordcnce with article 8 of its terms of reference to admit the 
Principality of Liechtenstein to participate in its work in a consultative 
capacity. 

let mooting 
0 March 1 76 
soe para. 301 above) 

N (XXXI) - Pil.RTICIPATION OF THE HOLY SEE IN THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Decided in accordance with article 8 of its terms of reference to admit the 
Hcly See to participate in ita wnrk in ~ consultative capacity. 

above) 
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PROOR.AMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR 1976/77 

Introduction!/ 

1. General 

The Commission's programme of work and priorities for 1976/77, as considered 
and approved at the thirty-first session of the Commission, !/ is incorporated as 
Part V of the Commission's present Report to the Economic and Social Council. 

The work programme of the Commission is divided into the following programme 
ca tegorie.s : 

01 - General 
02 - Agrioul ture 
03 - Chemicals 
04 - Coal 
05 - Environment 
06 - E1ectric power 
07 -Gas 
08 - Housing, building and planning 

09 - Inland transport 
10 - Science and technology 
11 - Senior Economic Advisers 
12 - Statistics 
13 - Steel 
14 -Timber 
15 - Trade 
16 - Water problems 

Pursuant to operative paragraph 8 of Council resolution 1367 {XLV) projects 
are subdivided within these categories into those of continuous and ad hoc 
character, and further classified in accordance with the following priority rating: 

{il Priority A -Work of high priority 
{ii Priority B -Work of priority 

{iii Priority C -Work of lesser priority 

2. Programme changes 

This section has been included pursuant to operative paragraph 11 of 
Couneil resolution 1367 {XLV) in order to facilitate the review by the Policy and 
Programme Co-ordination Committee of the programm~of work in economic, social and 
human rights fields. The following are the projects· in which major changes 
occurred, as compared with the Commission's programme of work for 1975/76: 

!/ Editorial note: The Executive Secretary has made certain adjustments in 
the final text of some of the projects included in the Commission's programme of 
work and priorities for 1976/77 in the light of the relevant decisions of the 
Commission. This applies to the following projects: 01.1.7., 01.2.1., 01.2.2., 
01.2.3., 01.2.4., 01.2.6., 01.2.7., 01.2.8., 01.2.9., 01.2.10., 01.2.11., 01.2.12. 

!/ See above, paragraphs 298-303, and Commission resolution 2 {XXXI). 
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. 1975/76 
(Project numbers as 
used in Part V of 

E/5651) 

01.1.7(b) (c) 

01.2.2(1 )-(5) 

01.2. 3(a)-(c) 

01.2. 6(b) 

01.2 .8 

01.2.9 

01.2.10 

02.2 .l(c) 

02.2 .2(c) 

02.2.6 

1976/77 
(Project numbers as 
used in Part V of 

E/5781) 

01. General 

01.1. 7 (b ) ( c ) ( d ) 

01.2.2 

01. 2 • 3 (b ) (d) 

01.2 .4(b) (d) 

01.2.6(b) 

01.2.8 

01.2 ·9 

01.2.10 

01.2.11 

01.2.12 

Completed 

New 

Completed 

Programme reformulated 

Completed 

New 

New 

Completed 

New 

Completed 

Completed 

Completed 

New 

New 
New 

New 

New 

02. Agricu 1 ture 

02.1.3(b) (ii) 

02.1.4(a) (v) 

New 

New 

02.2. 2 (e) (f) 

02. 2. 5 (a) (b) 

0 3. Chemicals 

Transferred to long-term programme 

Completed 

New 

New 

Completed 

03.2.1(c) Completed 

03.2.2 Completed 

03.2 .2(b) 

0 3. 2. 3 (b) (c) 

New 

New 

Eliminated 
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04.2.2(d) 

04.2.3(a) (g) 

04.2.3(d) 

04. .9.2!1 
Completed 

04.2.2(e) (f) New 

Completed 
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Transferred to long-term programme 

04.2.3(e) (h)(i)(j) New 

04.2.4(d) (f) 

04~2 .5(b) 

Completed 

New 

Completed 

New 

05. Environment 

05.1.2(b) (ii) Eliminated 

05.2.1(a) Completed 

05.2.6 

05.2.7 
05.2.10(a) 

05.2.10(b) 

06.2 .1 (b) 

06.2.l(e) 

06.2.2A(o) (g) 

06.2 .2A(e) 

06.2.2A(f) 

06.2 .2B(b) 

05.2.1(a) 

05.2.2(a) (o) 

05.2.5(a) 

05.2.5(o) 

New 

New 

Completed 

Completed 

New 

Priority modified 

Completed 

Priority modified 

Completed 

New 05.2.7 

06. Eleotrio Power 

06.2.l(iv) 

06.2.l(b) 

06.2 .2A(d) (e )(f) 

o6.2.2B(b) (o) 

06.2.2C(d) 

New 
Completed 

New 
Transferred to long-term programme 

Completed 

Transferred to long-term programme 

Eliminated 

New 

Completed 

New 

New 
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o6.2.3(d) (e) (f) (e) (j) 

06.2 .4(f) 

07.2-4 
07.2.1(a) 
07.2 .1 (f) {j) 

07 • 2 • 2 {b ) { c ) ( e ) 

07.2.2(d) 

07.2.3) 
07.2-5) 
07.2 -3(b) 

08.1.3(a) 

OS • 2 .1 ( e ) (h) 

08.2.l(f) (g) 

08.2 .2(d) (e) 
08.2.2(i) 

08.2.3(c) (f) (e) 

08.2.9 

08.2.7(c) 

08.2.8 

09.2.17 

09.1.2{a) 

09.1.6(d) 

08. 

06.2 .2D(a) New 

Completed 

06.2.3(e) (f) (e) (h) New 

Eliminated 

06.2.6(b) {d) New 

07. 9.!! 

07.2.l(f) (i) 

07.2.1{1) 

07. 2. 2 (b) ( 0) (d) 

Cateeory modified 

Completed 

Priority modified 

New 

Priority modified 

Completed 
New 

Merged 

Completed 

Housins 1 Building and Plannins 
Completed 

08.1.3{a) New 

08.2.l(e) {f) Priority modified 

Eliminated 

o8.2.l(e) (h) (i) (k) New 
Completed 

08.2.7 Me reed 
Completed 

08.2.3(a) {iii)-{vi) New 

Eliminated 

08.2.7 New 

Completed 

08 • 2 • 9 (a ) ( c ) New 

Completed 

09. Inland Transport 

09.1.4{a) (ii) New 

09.1.4(b) Mereed and category modified 

Completed 

Completed 
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09.1.21 

09 .1.2l(b) 
09.2.1 

09.2.4(a) 
09. 2 • 5 (b ) ( c ) 

09.2.9(a) (b) (e) 

09.2.15(b) (iii) 

09.2.16(a) 
09.2 .16(d) (h) 

lO.l.l(c ), (d) 

l0.1.2(b) 

lO.l.}(a) (b) 

11.1.2(b) 

1LL4(i) 

09.1.6(d) (i). 

09.1.21 

09.2.9(a) (b) (vi) 
09.2.10(b) 

09 .2.ll(b) 

09.2.15(a) (iii) 

09.2.16(c) (h) 

New 
Priority modified 
Completed 

Priority modified 

Completed 

Completed 

Completed 

New 

New 

New 

Completed 

New 

Eliminated 

New 
Completed 

Priorit.r modified 

10. Science and Technoloq 
Completed 

lO.l.l(a) (i) (ii), New 
(c )(i)-(iii) ,(dXiXii) 

10.1.2(a) 

lO.l.}B(i) 
10.1.5 

Completed 

New 

Completed 

New 
New 

11. Senior Economic Advisers 
Completed 

11.1.2(b) New 
Completed 

ll.l.4(i) New 

12. Statistics 
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12 .1.1.1 New: Statistics on producer 
(wholesale) prices 

l2.l.l.3(iv) Completed: Seminar on statistics 
of science and technology 

12.1.1 .3(vi) Transferred to long-term programme 

12.1.2.3 Transferred to long•term programme 
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12.1.2.4 

13.1.4(b) 

13.2.l(b) 

13.2.2 

13.2.3(b) 

14.Ll(e) 

14.1.2(d)-(f) 

14.1.2(a) 

14 .1. 3 (a) ( e ) 

14.1.3(d) 

14 .1.4(b) 

15 .1.2C (d) 

15 .1.5 (iv) 

15.1.5(vii)(viii)(b)(ii) 

15.1.6(b) 

13. Steel 

13.1.2(b) 

13.1.4(b) 

13.2.l(ii) (iii) 

13.2·3 

13.2 ·4 

14. Timber 

14.1.1(e) 

14 .1.2(c) (d) 

14 .1. 3(a) (c) (d) 

14.1.4(h) (i) (k) 

Completed: fertility surveys 
Transferred to long-term programme: 
demographic sub-system 

New 

Completed 

New 
Completed 

New 
Completed 

Completed 

New 

New 

Completed 

New 
Completed 

Eliminated 

New 
Completed 

Eliminated 
New 

Completed 
New 

15. Development of Trade 

15.l.l(iii) New 

15.1.3(c) 

15.1.5(b) (ii) 

15 .1.6(d) 

15.1.7(a) 

Completed 

New 
Completed: Ad Hoc Meeting on the 
ECE I.a.you t Key 

Completed 

New 

Completed 

New 

New 
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16.2 .2(o) 

16.2.2(e) (f) 

16.2. 3(o) 

16.2.3(e) 

16. Water Problems 

Completed· 

'-
16.2 .l(a) 

16.2.l(o) (d) 

16.2 .4(b) 

Eliminated 

Merged 

Completed 

New 
New 
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; • :t:rogrFJiliDC of }T.R}'!c. p.nd priori ties fgr 1976/]7 

01. GEN'ERAL 

Authority: Terms of reference of the Commission; relevant resolutions and other 
decisions of the Economic and Social Council and the Commission. 

01.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Description: This function is performed by the preparation and publication of 
annual economic surveys and economic bulletins, special studies and statistical 
publications. The survey is issued before the annual session of the Commission, 
and is used as a background. document for the review by the Commission of the general 
economic situation in Europe. The statistical work of the secretariat covers 
substantially the full range of general economic statistics, as well as the 
specialized statistics required in the technical work of the Commission, and is 
carried out along the linea formulated in Commission resolution 1 (XXIII). 

01.1.2. The study of lone,:.te:rm economic trends in the ECE region (Priority A) 

Description: In the light of operative paragraph 3 of Commission resolution 5 (XXIV) 
defining the four over-all priorities of the Commission's work and pursuant to 
Commission resolutions 1 (XXII), 2 (XXVII), 2 (XXVIII) and 2 (XXIX), the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments and the other Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies of 
the Commission study lone-term trends in the economy of the ECE region and make 
over-all evaluations of these trends and policies. This work will continue in 
1976/77• (See also programme categor,y 11. Senior Economic Advisers, in particular 
as regards the preparation of an Over-all Economic Perspective for the ECE region 
up to 1990). 

01.1. 3. Co-operation with less-developed countries (Priority B) 

Description: Pursuant to Commission resolution 2 (XVI) and in line with 
General Assembly resolution 1519 (XV) - Strengthening and development of the world 
market and improvement of the trade conditions of the economically less-developed 
countries - the secretariat continues to study the development of trade relations 
between Europe and the less-d.eveloped countries with a view to promoting these 
relations; maintains, subject to the relevant resolutions of the Economic and 
Social Council, the closest co-operation with the secretariats of other regional 
commissions; and, along with the subsidiar,y bodies of the Commission, considers, 
when establishing programmes of work, the possibility of including projects the 
implementation of which would be of interest not only to member countries of the 
ECE, but also to countries of other regions. Furthermore, in accordance with 
Commission resolution 1 (XI), operative paragraph 1 of Commission resolution 8 (XXII) 
and operative paragraph 4 of Commission resolution 1 (XXVIII), special attention is 
paid to problems of development of the countries of southern Europe. In its 
decision C (XXIV) on the Commission's contribution to the United Nations programmes 
designed to assist less-developed countries the Commission: (1) endorsed the 
suggestions of the Executive Secretar,y contained in paragraph 19, section II of his 
Report E/ECE/717; (2) invited its Committees and other subsidiary bodies to act 
ac~ordingly when examining individual problems; (3) requested the 
Executive Secretary to continue in his studies, where appropriate, to devote 
special sections in accordance with operative paragraph 1 of its resolution 8 (XXII); 
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(4) invited the Executive Secretar,y when implementing this decision to co-operate, 
as necessar,y, with other appropriate United Nations organizations; end (5) invited 
further the Executive Secretar,y to report to the Commission on the progress made in 
respect of the im~lementation of this decision, ·work along these lines is to 
continue in 1976/77. (See also projects 02.2.3., 08,2.4., 13.1.3(d~; 15.l(b),, 
15.1.4). 

Activities of the Commission in relation to the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (Priority B) 

Descriptionc Pursuant to relevant resolutions of the Commission the secretariat will 
continue in 1976/77 to co-operate with the secretariat of UNCTAD and to assist them, 
at their request, on matters of common interest. (See also projects 01.1.6., 
03.1.3., 13.1.6., 15.l.l(b)., 15.1.4.). 

01.1.5. to 

Descri~tion: Pursuant to relevant resolutions of the Commission the secretariat 
will continue in 1976/77 to co-operate with the secretariat of UNIDO, and to assist 
them at their request, on matters of common interest. 

01.1.6. Co-operation in United Nations development programmes (Priority C) 

Description: The UNDP Office in Geneva co-operates with the ECE secretariat on 
relevant projects of an economic character included in UNDP programmes, 
Arrangements are made b,y the Fellowships Section of the Geneva Office in 
co-operation with the ECE secretariat, as appropriate, for both experts and fellows 
whose tasks relate to projects included in the programme of work of the Commission's 
subsidiar,y bodies to be substantively briefed by the secretariat before assuming 
their technical assistance assignments, Pursuant to resolution 4 (XVI), the ECE 
secretariat co-operates with the· technical co-operation agencies of the 
United Nations including the European Office of the Technical Assistance 
Recruitment Services (TARS) in locating experts from countries of the ECE region for 
technical assistance assignments, It also co-operates· with the other parts of the 
United Nations Secretariat, included UNIDO and UNCTAD, in the arrangement of study 
tours, seminars and training facilities for technical assistance fellows in 
ECE countries. 

01.1.7. Engineering industries (Priority B) 

Description: Selected sectors of the industr,y and the general state of production, 
supply and demand for engineering products are kept under review, and the Bulletin 
of Statistics on World Trade in En 'neerin Products is blished annuall • 
Pursuant to Commission decision I XXX the Fourth ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Engineering Industries agreed on a list of topics for consideration by the next 
Commission session in connexion with the possible adoption of ECEts programmes of 
work and priorities with respect to the engineering industries. In its 
decision J (XXXI) the Commission agreed: (a) to take note of the 
Executive Secretar,y's Report E/ECEl902; (b) to convene prior to the thirty-second 
session of the Commission the Fifth ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering 
Industries: (i) to diseuse matters arising from the decisions taken by the 
thirty-first session of the Commission, relevant to the ECE activities in the field 
of engineering; (ii) to consider - on the basis of Annex Q to E/ECE/900 and of the 
discussions which took place at the thirty-first session of the Commission on the 
adaptation of its future activities and methode of work, and taking into account 
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recommendations made by the Fourth ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering 
Industries (ECE/ENGIN/5 and Annex) - proposals for the possible adoption of 
ECE 1s programmes of work in the field of engineering industries, and to submit them 
to the thirty-second session of the Commission; (iii) to select a topic to be dealt 
with by a seminar to be organized in Poland at the invitation of the Polish 
Authorities in 1977 or 1978; (iv) to select a topic for a stuQy to be undertaken by 
the secretariat in 1976-78 after concluding its stuQy on "Special aspects of market 
trends and prospects in selected branches of engineering industries"; (c) to convene, 
prior to the thirty-second session of the Commissiont the preparatory meeting for a 
seminar to be held in Poland in 1977 or 1978; and (d) to request the 
Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its thirty-second session on the 
implementation of this decision. 

01.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

01.2.1. Promotion of industrial co-operation (Priority A) 

De1cription: Pursuant to Commission resolutions 6 (XXIII)t 7 (XXIV), 6 (XXV), 
3 XXVI), 4 (XXVII) and its decisions F (XXVIII), D (XXIX) and E (XXX), the 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned, and in particular the Committee on the 
Development of Trade as well as the secretariat, will continue to work in 1976/77 
on studies aimed at the promotion of industrial co-operation. In its 
decision F(XXXI) the Commission agreed: (a) to take note of the decision of the 
Committee on the Development of Trade at its twenty-fourth session to convene the 
Second Meeting of Experts on Industrial Co-operation on 13-15 October 1976; 
(b) to express the hope that the Meeting will yield useful results by giving due 
consideration to specific and practical measures aimed at creating the best possible 
conditions for the development of industrial co-operation in the ECE region; and 
(c) to take note of the decision of the Committee on the Development of Trade at its 
twenty-fourth session by which the Committee invited the Group of Experts on 
International Contract Practices in Industry: (i) to prepare a final version of the 
Guide for Drawing Up International Contracts on Industrial Co-operation to be 
published by the secretariat as soon as possible; and (ii) to undertake the 
preparation of a guide for drawing up international contracts on consortiums. 

01.2.2. General energy problems in the ECE region (Priority A) 

Description: Following the agreement reached at the twenty-eighth session of the 
Commission to expand intergovernmental co-operation on general energy problems in 
the ECE region (paragraph 189 of E/5276), work will continue in 1976/77 on studies 
of general energy problems as well as on the follow-up of the decisions taken at the 
1973 Symposium on Mathematical Models of Sectors of the Energy Economy. The results 
of this work will be brought by the Executive Secretary to the attention of the 
Commission and the Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned pursuant to operative 
paragraph (c) of Commission decision F (XXVII). Pursuant to Commission decierdrl' E(XXIX) 
the Principal Subsidiary Bodies will continue to pay attention to those aspects of 
energy problems which are within their areas of responsibility and within the 
framework, and on the basis of their programmes of work and plans, and in particular 
to those tasks specified in sub-paragraphs (i)-(v) of operative paragraph (b) of 
that decision. Pursuant to operative paragraphs 1 and 4 of Commission · ·~: .,.. 
decision F (XXX) the Executive Secretary's StuQy on measures taken, or which might 
be taken, in order to achieve increased economy and efficiency in the extraction, 
conversion, transport and use of energy in the ECE region has been revised and 
updated for publication. This stuQy has been examined by the ad hoc Meeting of 
Experts on Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE reeion convened pursuant to 
operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of Commission decision F (XXX). In its 
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decision C (XXXI) the Commission: (a) decided to adopt as its programme of work 
in this field Annex R to E,/ECE/900 in respect of work areas 1, 2 and 4; 
(b) requested the Executive Secretary to incorporate in work area 3 of this 
programme its decision G (XXXI) on problems of energy economy and efficiency; and 
(o) requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a report for the thirty-second 
session concerning activities of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies with respect to all 
areas of this programme of work and to suggest procedures by which the Commission 
might implement this programme of work in the future. Pursuant to this decision 
the following is the programme of work of the Commission in this field: 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

Work area 1: 

Medium-and lone-term trends and perspectives 

1. Review of work done by Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
on medium and long term energy trends and perspectives 

Work area 2: 

Current developments and prospects 

1. Review of work done by Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
on current developments and prospects for energy 
supplies, demand and trade in the ECE region 

Work area 3: 

Problems of energy economoc and efficiency 

In its decision G (XXXI) the Commission agreed: 
(a) to take note of the Executive Secretary's 
Report E,/ECE/899 and Add.l; (b) to adopt the recommendations 
on future work on energy economy and efficiency in the 
ECE region contained in paragraph 16 of the Report of the 
ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Energy Economy and Efficiency 
in the ECE region (ECE/A.C.2/2); (c) in order to implement 
these recommendations: (i) to include in its project on 
general energy problems a work area on Problems of Energy 
Economy and Efficiency, to be implemented with the 
assistance of appropriate Principal Subsidiary Bodies and 
ad hoc meetings and seminars as necessary. This work area 
would comprise: periodic exchanges of information and views 
on measures adopted or envisaged to achieve greater energy 
economy and efficiency and on the results of these measures; 
periodic reviews of work done or planned in the ECE framework 
relating to energy economy and efficiency; consideration of 
relevant economic, technological and environmental problems; 
(ii) to request the Executive Secretary to convene, and to 
prepare, as appropriate, with the assistance of the Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies concerned, ad hoc meetings and seminars on 
t r· . ..r l rJ 1 

• 1 • ric 

cont. 

cont.· 

Estimated 
termination 

year 

' 
1 y Annually, at the plenar.Y ;eseioris of the Co~i~sio~·;· on the basis of the 

RAnorts of t.hA PrinninR1 ~thRiniR~ ~niQR 
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the following priority topics: combined production of 
electric power and heat and the integration of energy 
systems of large energy consumers into broad.er combined. 
electric power and heat systems, includ.ing regional and 
district heating systems and the use of waste heat and 
~ases from power stations and large industrial complexes 
\a seminar to be held. in 1978); conservation aspects of 

Estimated 
duration 
(in years) 

the development and application of new techniques for the 
transformation of primary energy, such as coal gasification 
and liquefaction (a seminar to be held in 1979); techniques 
and results of "public awareness" and "public 
action" programmes; recycling of energy-intensive 
industrial wastes and by-products as well as the use of 
municipal wastes for energy production; improved techniques 
for extraction and processing of primary forms of energy; 
improved insulation of houses and buildings (this topic 
will be included in the ECE seminar to be held in Canada 
in 1977); (iii) to ask its Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned to continue to give special attention to the 
possibility of including in their work programmes, or of 
intensifying their work on, projects relating to increased 
energy economy and efficiency, and to initiate and carry 
out co-operative studies on such specific topics selected 
by them as: incorporation into national plans and programmes 
for economic growth of the objective of lowering energy 
consumption rates and increasing energy efficiency (Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments); possibilities, methods 
and related problems of increasing energy productivity in 
selected economic branches (Committees on Agricultural 
Problems, Chemical Industry, Coal, Electric Power, Ges, 
Inland Transport, Steel and Timber); lon8-term energy 
consumption perspectives and scenarios in the light of 
energy conservation programmes (Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments); the use of econometric models, input-output 
and cost-benefit analysis for assessing the potential of energy 
conservation and for optimizing conservation programmes; 
elaboration of internationally acceptable concepts, 
definitions and statistics on energy conservation (Conference 
of European Statisticians); application of the heat pump 
(Committee on Electric Power); regulations for construction 
of motor vehicles with a view to energy savings, including 
dieselization, size and fuel consumption limits, etc. (Inland 
Transport Committee); environmental aspects of energy 
conservation measures (Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems); (iv) to invite Governments to 
transmit to the Executive Secretary for distribution, prior 
to the thirty-second session, national studies analysing the 
progress made in their countries towards the achievement of 
greater economy and efficiency, and. to consider these studies 
at its thirty-second session; (v) to ask the secretariat and 
the Principal Subsidiary Bodies to ensure that in carrying out 
work on problems of energy economy and efficiency unnecessary 

Estimated 
te::r:mination 

year 
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duplication be avoided; and (d) to request the 
Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-second session 
of the Commission on the implementation of this decision, 

Work area 4; 

Selected economic, methodological and statjstical 
]2!'oblems 

1. Use of models for policy making in the energy sectors 

2. Bulletin of General Energy Statistics for Europe (in. 
co-operation with the Conference of European 
Statisticians) 

01.2.3. Tourism (Priority A) 

Estimated 
duration 
(in rearaJ 

cont. 

cont. 
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Estimated 
termination 

rear 

Description: Pursuant to operative paragraph 3 of Commission resolution 10 (XXII) 
the Executive Secretary is planning further studies of economic problems relating 
to tourism. In its d.ecision K (XXXI) the Commission agreed: (a) to take note of the 
Executive Secreta:r,y 1 s Report E/ECE/904 on the outcome of the ~'ymposium on the 
Planning and Development of the Tourist Induatr,y in the ECE region; (b) to ask the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems, the Committee on 
Housing, Building and Planning and the other Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies concerned 
with activities related to problems of tourism to consider incorporating in their 
programmes of work appropriate projects taking into account the results of the 
Symposium on the Planning and Development of the Tourist Industr,y in the 
ECE region as embodied in its Repol't ECE/SEM.l/3; (c) to ask the Executive Secretary 
to continue to co-operate closely on activities related to tourism with the 
international organizations concerned,in particular the World Tourism Organization, 
in order to avoid duplication; and (d) to ask the Executive Secretar,y to transmit 
to the Secretar,y-General of the World Tourism Organization, for examination and 
comment, the text of the monograph on the Use of the Mediterranean Coasts for 
Tourism, as well as the recommendation on this topic which was unanimously adopted 
by the Dubrovnik Symposium. 

01.2.4. Standardization (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976/77 work is to be carried out to implement the decisions taken 
at the Fourth Meeting of Governmental Officials Responsible for Standardization 
Policies held in 1976 pursuant to Commission decision G (XXX). This work, which 
aims at achieving more rapid progress in international standardization by means of 
intergovernmental examination and joint study in d.epth of standardization problems 
of common interest and at the removal of technical barriers to international trade 
arising out of differing standards and technical regulations or their application, 

£1 Seminars to be convened by the Commission. 

1/ Annual. 
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comprises: exchange of views on current trends and policies; selection of sectors 
and products requiring priority action for international standardization; 
co-ordination of international standardization work; conformity certification; 
definitions; channels of information on existing national regulations (see 
ECE/STAND/14, Annex III). In its decision H (XXXI) the Commission agreed: (a) to 
take note of the Report of the Executive Secreta~ on the activities of the 
Commission in the field of standardization E/ECE/901 and Add.l; (b) to request the 
Fourth Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for Standardization Policies -
to be held from 12 to 16 July 1976 - to elaborate, on the basis of lUinex S to 
E/ECE/900 and the comments made on it during the discussions at the thirty-first 
session of the Commission, a short- and lon8-term programme of work in the field of 
standardization, and to submit it to the thirty-second session of the Commission 
for its approval; (c) to reiterate its hope that the Fourth Meeting of Government 
Officials Responsible for Standardization Policies will result in accelerated. 
p::rogress in international standardization; and (d) to request the 
Executive Secretar,y to report to the thirty-second session of the Commission on 
the implementation of this decision. 

01.2.5. Im lamentation of the declaration on the conversion to eaceful needs 
of the resources released by disarmament Priority C 

peseription: In its resolution 10 (XIX) the Commission, realizing that it may 
continue to render a practical and useful contribution to the fulfilment of the 
tasks specified in General Assembly resolution 1931 (XVIII), especially in the 
field of the promotion of international economic and trade co-operation, recognized 
the usefulness and importance of the secretariat's preliminar,y investigation on the 
impact of demobilization on civilian employment in the ECE region (E/ECE/522/Add.l), 
and requested the Executive 8ecretar,y to continue the above-mentioned investigation. 
IL his report to the thirty-first session, E/ECE/894, the Executive Secretar,y stated 
that he felt he did not possess enough material to carr,y out at this stage a 
comprehensive and substantial stu~ of the subject. 

01.2.6. Automation (Priority B) 

Description: In 1976/77 work is to be carried out on the implementation of decisions 
taken at the fourth session of the Working Party on Automation and pursuant to 
Commission decision H (XXX). This work com~rises (a) periodic review of the rates 
of application and spread of automation; (b) statistical activities in the field of 
automation; (c) seminars and studies on particular problems relevant to the 
application of automation to the economy (see ECE/AUTOMAT/4, knnex I). In its 
decision I (XXXI) the Commission agreed: (a) to take note of the 
Executive Secretar,y 1s Report EjECE/903 and Add.l on the progress made during 
1975/76 in the activities of the Working Party on Automation; (b) to approve the 
Working Party's programmes of work and priorities for 1976/77 and for 1978-1981 as 
contained in Annex 1 to ECE/AUTOMAT/4; and to decide to convene the Fifth Session of 
the Working Party on Automation prior to the thirty-second session of the Commission 
to adapt, on the basis of Annex T to E/ECE/900 and the comments made on it during 
the discussions at the thirty-first session of the Commission, these short- and 
lon8-term programmes of work, and to submit them to the thirty-second session of the 
Commission for ita approval; and (c) to request the Executive Secretar,y to report to 
the Commission at its thirty-second session on the implementation of this decision. 
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01.2.7. Activities of the Commission in the field of foreign trade (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976/77 work will continue on the implementation of the decisions 
taken by the twenty-fourth session of the Committee on the Development of Trade 
pursuant to Commission decision D (XXX), In its decision E (XXXI) the Commission 
agreed: (a) to take note of the decision of the Committee on the Development of 
Trade at its twenty-'.fourth session to convene a Second. Informal Meeting of Trade 
Experts with the general theme; "New Developments in East-West Tradet Problems and 
Prospects in the light of the results of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe" to be held on 26-28 May 1976; (b) to endorse the decisions of the 
Committee on the Development of Trade at its twenty-fourth session concerning the 
preparations and the conduct of the Second Informal Meeting; and to express the 
hope that the Meeting will give useful results; and (c) to take note with 
satisfaction of the results of the Third. Seminar on East-West Trade Promotion, 
Marketing and Business Contacts and of the decision of the Committee on the 
Development of Trade at its twenty-fourth session to convene a fourth Seminar in 
early 1977 on a theme to be determined by a preparator,y meeting which will consider 
a list of proposals drawn up by the secretariat on the basis of suggestions made by 
member Governments. (See also programme categor,y 15 - Trade), 

01.2.8. The future activities of the Commission and the implementation of the 
Final Act of the CSCE (Priority A) 

Description: At its thirty-firat session the Commission considered the 
Executive Secretar,y 1s Report on the future activities of the Commission E/ECE/900 
which was prepared pursuant to Commission resolution 2 (XXX) and which contained 
concrete suggestions and specific proposals on possible adaptations of the 
Commission's future activities, In its resolution 1 (XXXI) the Commission: 
(1) called upon Governments of member countries to take full advantage of the 
potential of the Economic Commission for Europe as an instrument for developing 
their multilateral co-operation; (2) affirmed the determination of the member 
Governments to implement, within the framework of the competence of the Commission, 
the pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the Conference calling for multilateral 
implementation, making appropriate adaptations to the Commission's programme of 
work, seeking to further improve the efficiency and effectiveness of its activities, 
and considering whether adaptations to its structure and working methods are 
desirable to this end; (3) welcomed the constructive Report on the Future .Activities 
of the Commission (E/ECE/900) prepared by the Executive Secretary; (4) requested the 
Executive Secretary to transmit the present resolution, together with 
document E/ECE/900, and the views expressed or agreed in relation thereto by 
member Governments at the thirty-first session, to the Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
of the Commission; (5) invited the Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies to complete the 
elaboration of their individual work programmes taking full account of 
document E/ECE/900 and being guided by the views recorded in the report of the 
thirty-first session of the Commission; (6) reminded the Principal Subeidiar,y Bodies 
that, as part of their broader effort to implement the pertinent provisions of the 
Final Act calling for multilateral implementation, they should pay particular 
attention to the topics specifically referred by the Final Act to the Economic 
Commission for Europe for implementation; (7) drew to the attention of member 
Governments its decisions B (XXXI) and D (~CXI); (8) asked the Executive Secretar,y to 
prepare for consideration at the thirty-second session of the Commission a report 
containing: (a) a general review of the work of each of the Principal Subsidiar,y 
Bodies takin~ into account the results of the thirty-first session of the 
Commission; \b) proposals and suggestions on future activities of the Commission, 
including those arising from the implementation of the Final Act; and (9) agreed to 
consider at its thirty-second session the manner in which the meeting in Belgrade in 
1977 will be informed of the progress made in the Economic Commission for Europe 
with the imPlementation of the Pertinent provisions of the Final Act. 
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01. 2.9. Encouragement of ~conomic co-operation in the Mediterranean in the 
light of the Final Ac!_pf the C§£! (Priority A) 

Description: In its d.ecision A (XXXI) the Commission asked the Executive Secretary 
while preparing specific suggestions and proposals for submission to the 
thirty-second session to take due account of the need to encourage economic 
co-operation as envisaged. in the section of the Final Act anti tled "Questions 
relating to Security and Co-operation in the Mediterranean" and at the same time to 
continue his consultations with United Nations bodies and. regional economic 
commissions, including the ~conomic Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission 
for Western Asia, as envisaged. in ECOSOC resolution 1952 (LIX). 

01.2.10. The proposal in regaF~to the holding Ot all-European con~sses on 
guestion~f co-operation in the field of protection of th~environment, 
~lopment of transport and ener~ (Priority~ 

Description: In its decision B (XXXI) the Commission: took note with satisfaction of 
the readiness of member Governments to intensify co-operation in a number of fields 
of economic activity as set forth in the Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe; noted the interest expressed in the proposal mad.e by the 
Soviet Government for the "Holding of all-.illuropean congresses on questions of 
co-operation in the fields of the protection, of the environment, development of 
transport and energy", as well as the offer of the Soviet Union to be the host 
countr.y for a congress on energy; (1) drew to the attention of member Governments 
the discussion at the thirty-first session of the Commission on the proposal for 
congresses, and suggested that member Governments study the proposal thoroughly in 
the light of that discussion and of the provisions of the Final Act; (2) asked the 
Executive 8ecretar,y to circulate such views in regard to the proposal as member 
Governments may wish to communicate to him; (3) drew to the attention, of the 
relevant Principal Subsidiar.y Bod.ies the topics suggested for discussion at the 
proposed congresses on questions of co-operation in the field.s of the protection of 
the environment, development of transport, and energy; (4) asked the 
Executive Secretar,y to submit to the thirty-second session of the Commission a 
report on the work already affected or under way in the Economic Commission for 
Europe in these fields. 

01.2.11. ~ted topics for speci~tten~ (Priority A) 

Description~ In its decision D (XXXI) the Commission: reminded the competent 
Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies that, in addition to the topir.:s specifically referred 
by the Final Act to the Economic Commission for Europe for multilateral implementation, 
they should devote special attention to the multilateral implementation of other 
provisions set forth in the section of the Final Act entitled "Co-operation in the 
Field of Economics, of Science and Technology and of the Environment", such as the 
following: (1) the promotion of the publication and d.issemination of economic and 
commercial information; (2) the promotion of international agreements and other 
appropriate arrangements on acceptance of certificates of conformity with standards 
and technical regulations; (3) the development through international co-operation of 
an extensive programme for the moni taring and evaluation of the long-range transport 
of air pollutants; (4) the harmonization of administrative and technical provisions 
concerning safety in ro!"d, rail and river transport; and requested the competent 
subsidiary bodies to present progress reports to the thirty-second session. 

01.2.12. PresentaJion of prpgramme category 01 oj the Commission's programme 
of work (Priority A) 

Description: In its decision 1 (XXXI) the Commission: adopted the format of Annex A 
to E/ECE/900; and requested the Executive Secretary to submit for its consid.eration 
and approval at its thirty-second session programme categor.y 01 in the new 
presentation in accordance with annex A to E/ECE/900. 
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Authority: Programme of work of the Committee on A'rioultural Problems, approved 
by the Committee at its twenty-seventh session (ECE AGRI/21, paras. 70-76 and 
Annex I). 

02.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

02 .1.1. Review of the current situation in agrioul ture and of trade in 
agrioul tural products (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue its annual review of reoent agricultural 
developments, including its annual examination of the current agricultural 
situation and of trade in agricultural products. In 1976/77 this review will be 
focussed on the following subjects for which secretariat papers are to be prepared 
before the twenty-eighth Committee session: (a) a summary review of agricultural 
developments in the ECE region in 1976 (on the basis of material supplied by 
Governments for this purpose prior to the Committee session); (b) recent 
developments in and problems of trade in agricultural products; (c) the present 
market situation and the short-term prospects for (i) grains; (ii) livestock and 
meat; (iii) milk and dairy products; (iv) eggs; (d) prices of agricultural 
products and selected inputs in Europe and North America. 

02.1.2. Examination of long-term developments in agriculture (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee and its subsidiary bodies review periodically selected 
long-term trends and developments in a~rioulture either on the basis of background 
documents prepared by the sec:retariat '{e.g. the Report on Output, Expenses and 
Income of Agriculture) or (in the case of subsidiary bodies)' by national 
rapporteurs. 

02.1.3. Measures to facilitate trade in asricultural products (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee, its Working Party on Standardization, and the Groups 
of Experts convened by the Working Party, will continue their work on the 
elaboration and revision of international trade standards. In 1976/77 this work 
will deal in particular with the standardization of the following products: 
(a) fruit juices (jointly with the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission); (b) dry 
and dried produce: (i) fruit and (ii) vegetables; (o) out flowers; (d) seed 
potatoes; (e) eggs in shell. The Working Party's Group of Experts on Technical 
Co-ordination will consider selected technical matters relating to the 
standardization of perishable produce assigned to the Group by the Working Party. 
For the work of experts on general conditions of sale, rules of survey (valuation) 
and related questions see ad hoc project 02.2.4. 

02.1.4. Exchange of technical information and experience (Priority A) 

Description: (~) Mechanization of agriculture: In 1976/77, in its annual session, 
the former ECE Group of Experts on Mechanization of Agriculture and now FAO/ECE 
Working Party on Mechanization of Agriculture will continue work on the following 
major problem areas: (i) recent developments and changes in agricultural 
mechanization (on the basis of country statements); (ii) methodology of 
forecasting mechanization developments; (iii) environmental aspects of agriculture 
and its mechanization; (iv) mechanization and the energy problem (including 
consideration of Commission document E/ECE/883/Rev.l on energy problems); 
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(v) ergonomic aspects of agricultural mechanization; (vi) specific technical 
problems; (vii) terminology. The \'forking Party will also review the programme of 
work as to the possible impact of the joint sponsorship. (b) Agrarian structure 
and farm rationalization: The constituent meeting of the new joint FAO/ECE 
1,.Jorking Party on Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization is scheduled for 
October 1976. The Committee invited all Governments to send to the secretariat 
before the end of M~ and as concretely as possible, proposals for the programme 
of future work, and asked the secretariat to prepare a systematic summary of the 
suggestions received for this constituent meeting of the new Working Party. 
(c) Distribution of informative material: The secretariat will continue to 
distribute lists of agricultural films, technical reports and publications, 
bibliographies and similar material as supplied by Governments and international 
organizations participating in the work of the Committee. (d) For further work 
on the exchange of technical information see also the ad hoc projects 02.2.1. 
(symposia) and 02.2.2. (technical reports). 

02.1.5. Agricultural statistics (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976/77 the continuation of the joint work with FAO and with the 
Conference of European Statisticians includes mainly the following subjects: 
(a) Food consumption surveys: Review of existing recommendations and methodology 
in a plenary session of the Study Group; (b) Economic accounts for a~riculture: 
The secretariat will explore the possible use of the income and outlay and capital 
finance accounts for agriculture to prepare a European handbook of economic accounts 
for agriculture; (c) Depending on the resources available to the three 
secretariats, work might start on other projects included in the long-term 
programme of work. 

02.1.6. Environmental problems related to agriculture (Priority A) 

Descri tion: On a continuing basis, work on this particular area is carried out 
by the FAO ECE \t/orking Party on Mechanization of Agriculture (see project 02.1.4(a)). 
In addition, the secretariat is to provide the Committee periodically with 
information on the work carried out by ECE, FAO and some other organizations in 
the field of environment, as far as it is related to agriculture. 

02.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

02.2.1. Symposia (Priority A) 

Description: The following symposia are scheduled for 1976/77: (a) Forms of 
horizontal and vertical integration (June 1976, Hungary). (b) Recent developments 
in the utilization of new sources of protein, essential amino acids and non-protein 
nitrogens, with special reference to ruminants (January 1977, Geneva). 

02.2.2. Technical reports (Iriority B) 

Description: The technical reports under this project are prepared under Committee 
auspices by national rapporteurs on the basis of material collected f:rom Governments 
with the help of questionnaires. They are circulated in draft form for comments 
and suggestions and re-issued in revised form, if this seems necessary. In 
1976/77 work will proceed on the following reports; (a) Characteristics of sugar 
beet varieties: revision of (or addendum to) the draft report (AGRI/R.30); 
(b) Short-stemmed varieties (resistant to lodging) of barley, rye and other grain 
croP,s: revision of (or addendum to) the report published under the symbol 
ECE/AGRI/19; (c) Economic and technological aspects of pork production: 
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circulation of the draft report; (d) Economic and technological aspects of the 
dehydration of green forage: distribution of the questionnaire and preparation 
of the draft report; (e) The present situation with regard to triticale: 
circulation of an annotated outline to allow a decision by the Committee at its 
twenty-eighth session; (f) Technical and economic situation of large scale 
holdings for the raising of cattle, pigs and sheep: circulation of an annotated 
outline to allow a decision by the Committee at its twenty-eighth session. 

to less develo ed countries of the 

Description: A secretariat study on the tobacco market is to be submitted to the 
Committee's twenty-eighth session for discussion in depth with the participation 
of national experts. 

02.2.4. International Agricultural Trade Practices (Priority A) 

Description: Under the auspices of the Working Party on Standardization of 
Perishable Produce and its Group of Experts on International Trade Practices 
Relating to Agricultural Products, (a) work will continue in 1976/77 on rules of 
arbitration. (b) In 1976 work is expected to start on the harmonization and 
updating of existing ECE general conditione of sale for agricultural products. 

02.2.5. Study tours and field tripe (Priority A) 

Description: (a) In 1976, at the invitation of the Government of the Netherlands, 
a study tour for the FAO/ECE Worlting Party on Mechanization of Agriculture will 
be organized in that country. (b) A short study tour in Hungary will follow the 
symposium on forms of horizontal and vertical integration. 
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03. - CHEMICALS 

Authority: Programme of work of the Chemical Industry Committee, approved by 
the Committee at its eighth session (ECE/CHEM/11, paras. 30-37 and Annex I). 

03 .1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITmS 

03.1.1. Periodic surveys of the chemical industry (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Every year the secretariat will prepare the Annual Review of the 
Chemical Industry based on the statistical information for the principal chemical 
products transmitted by Governments before the annual session of the Committee. 
Upon approval of the draft of the Annual Review by the Committee, the secretariat 
will circulate the final version for the year under consideration. (b) Every five 
years the secretariat will prepare a five-year survey "Market Trends and Prospects 
for Chemical Products" which is based on the annual data for the Review, and which 
is accompanied by a comprehensive general review of the situation in the chemical 
industry in the ECE region. (c) The annual reviews and five-year surveys provide 
a basis for periodic examination by the Committee of trends and prospects in 
production, consumption and international trade. 

03.1.2. Statistics (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee, taking into account Commission resolution I(:DCII) on 
the etatietica.l activity of the Commission, (a) advises the secretariat on the 
collection and preparation of statistics on the chemical industry, on a comparable 
basis for ECE countries and others; (b) gives guidance to the secretariat on its 
annual updating of the statistical information on the principal chemical products 
dealt with in the quinquennial survey; (c) examinee methodolo$ical questions 
concerning concepts, definitions and methode of measurement; (d) assists the 
secretariat in developing a methodology of statistical analysis and forecasting 
of production, consumption and trade of chemical products; and (e) promotes the 
collection of statistics on the chemical industry, its raw material and sources 
and its markets. (f) The secretariat will publish two Annual Bulletins, one of 
exports of chemical products and one of imports of chemical products. 

03.1.3. Co-operation with other international orpanizatione (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee also renders assistance to the other regional economic 
commissions, to the secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) and to the secretariat of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), at their request, in respect of the chemical 
industry, and contributes to the preparation of and documentation for international 
conferences and symposia, held from time to time by the United Nations in this 
field. 

03.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITmS 

03.2.1. Economic and technoloRical developments in the chemical industry 

Description: The Committee will initiate or continue the following activities: 
(a) Study on technical progress and its role in combating high waste technologies 
(~riority A) - this study analyses the current technologies for eight major 
inorganic products having high waste emissions and attempts to work out alternate 
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low waste technologies; (b) Study on the energy requirements of the chemical 
industry (Priority A) - this study analyses the current energy consumption of the 
chemical industry (1965-1974) and future consumption trends for energy from 
1975-1980, and also examines optimal use and conservation of energy; (o) Symposium 
on international economic and technical co-operation in the chemical industry 
(Priority A) - at the invitation of the Government of Hungary this topic will be 
the subject of a symposium to be held in M~ of 1977. A preparatory meeting for 
the Symposium has been scheduled for 27-28 November 1975. 

03.2.2. Raw Materials for the Chemical Indust;y 

Description: The Committee will initiate or continue the following activities: 
(a) Study onthe raw material requirements of the chemical industry (Priority A) -
this study deals with requirements of the ehcmical industry for eight major raw 
materials, analysing trends in the 1960s and 1970s in the chemical industry in the 
use of these raw materials as well as giving projections for 1980 with respect to 
both the chemical industry as a whole as well as the consumption of the eight major 
raw materials; (b) The use of wastes from high polymer products, especially 
plastics and synthetic fibres, as secondary raw materials (Priority B) - this topic 
will be dealt with in a symposium which will be hosted by the German Democratic 
Republic in 1978. A preparatory meeting will be held in April 1976. 

03.2.3. Environmental Problema (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Committee will continue to examine environmental problems 
related to the chemical industry, and (b) at the invitation of the Senior Advisers 
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problema extend.ed to the Chemical Industry 
Committee will co-sponsor a Seminar on Air Pollution Problems in the Inorganic 
Chemical Industry. The Committee will co-operate with the Wot.king Party on 
Air Pollution Problema in the preparatory work as well as the organization of 
this Seminar. (c) A joint preparatory meeting for this Seminar will be held in 
Geneva from 10-12 December 1975. 
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04. - .£9!1 

Authority: Prosramme of work of the Coal Committee, approved by the Committee at 
its seventy-first session (ECE/COAL/14, parae. 65-68 and Annex I), 

04.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

04.1.1. 

Description: At each annual session, the Committee examines the coal situation in 
Europe and short-term prospects on the basis of information supplied by Governments. 
The Committee also considers a triennial study prepared by the secretariat on the 
future role of coal in the national and world enerSY economies. The Committee 
studies resularly all the main problems connected with the coal industry's 
activities. In 1976, it will consider the coal situation and prospects on the 
basis of data for 1975. 

04.1.2. Coal trade problems 

Description: The Workins Party on Coal Trade studies regularly the following 
problems: (a) review of the coal market, particularly supplies and requirements 
of solid fuel just before and after two consecutive sessions of the Workins Party 
(Priority A); (b) review of coal market trends by consumption sectors (Priority B); 
(c) consideration of distribution problems, which may, if ap~ropriate, be made the 
subject of direct recommendations to Governments (Priority C). 

04.1.3. Statistical problems (Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on Coal Statistics studies regularly: (a) the 
preparation of coal statistics and, in particular, examination of the content of 
periodical bulletins of coal statistics and of the definitions used; (b) the 
provision of normal statistical information for publication in the annual and 
quarterly bulletins; (c) capital formation and production costs in the coal 
industriesi (d) new or improved internationally comparable productivity 
measurements; (e) problems related to coal statistics. 

04.1.4. Coal-mining problems (Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on Productivity and Manasement Problems in the 
Coal Industry studies regularly: (a) short-term and long-term problems of 
productivity in the coal industry; (b) management problems in the coal industry; 
(c) concentration indices in the European coal industries; (d) problems of the 
undereround and open-cast exploitation of coal deposits. 

04.1. 5. Solid fuel utilization and preparation (1-riori ty A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of Solid Fuels 
studies resularly: (a) problems relating to the efficient utilization of solid 
fuels for various purposes (in cokins· industry, as a raw material in the chemical 
industry, for combustion, etc.); (b) problems relating to coal preparation; 
(c) the rational utilization of waste from the production and consumption of coal, 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



04.1.6. Scientific research in the coal indust;r (Priority A) 

E/)781 
E/ECE/909 
page 129 

Description: The meeting of Directors of National Mining Research Institutes 
studies regularly the following problems at meetings held every two or three years: 
(a) review of the work of national mining research institutes; (b) exchange of 
scientific, technical and economic information relating to the coal industry. 

04.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

04.2.1. Coal trade problems (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976, the Working Party will continue consideration of (a) the 
perspectives of the coal industry in the ECE region (Priority A). 

04.2.2. Statisti9al problems (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976, the Group of Experts on Coal Statistics will •oneider the 
following problems: (a) productivity forecasts for European coal mines, by 
comparison with methode used in mines in various countries having the highest 
productivity levels in 1970; (b) statistical methode of recording and analysing 
working time at mechanized coal faces in order to minimize lost time; (c) number 
and type of shifts worked per 100 tons of coal produced; (d) principles of 
presenting statistics of achievements of high production faces in such a w~ as to 
improve the general overall face performance; (e) desirability and terms of an 
inquiry into investment intentione; (f) measures of efficiency in the extraction, 
up-grading, conversion and use of coal. 

04.2.3. Productivity and manapement problems (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976, the Group of Experts on Productivity and Management Problems 
in the Coal Industry will consider the following problems: (a) methode used for the 
reclamation of excavated open-cast coalfields; (b) concentration indices in the 
coal industries; (c) progress achieved in powered supports; (d) technical factors 
which presently influence the achievement of high overall and high face productivity 
in mines; (e) reduction and utilization of rock and waste resulting from the 
extraction and preparation of coal (jointl~ with the Group of Experts on the 
Utilization and Preparation of Solid Fuels); (f) environmental problems resulting 
from coal industry activities (symposium to be held in Poland, in October 1976); 
(g) consolidation of coal and rock by the injection of appropriate substances in 
workings; (h) consideration of a project concerning the technical and economic 
aspects of increased efficiency in the winning of coal; (i) methods of measuring 
and processes for eliminating dust in mines. (j) An ad hoc Meeting on Opencast 
Mines will be held in February 1976 to elaborate a programme on a more intensified 
co-operation in this field, thereby taking also into consideration proposals made 
at the Symposium on Transport Problems in Opencast Mines (Belgrade, May 1974 
(COAL/SEM.l/2)). It will also consider the preparation of a symposium on opencast 
questions in the German Democratic Republic in 1978 devoted preferably to the 
operation of heavy e~uipment, particularly excavators and spreaders, replies 
received on subject {a) above, and a pilot questionnaire on concentration indices, 
prepared by the German Democratic Republic. The ad hoc Meeting will consider also 
ways and means for an active participation in the Seminar on Technologies for the 
Utilization of Low-Calorie Fuels (Varna, Bulgaria, 20-22 April 1976). 
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04.2.4. Utilization and preparation of solid fuels (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976, the Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of 
Solid Fuels will work on the following problems: (a) prospects for the use of coal 
in the production of liquid and gaseous hydrocarbons in the light of the findings 
of the Symposium on the subject arranged for 1976; (b) comparison of systems of 
classification of hard coals b,y type and exchange of views on the need for and the 
principles of a new ECE international classification; (c) technical and economic 
aspects of new technologies and improvements in traditional methods of 
metallurgical coke manufacture; (d) considerations of w~s and means of achieving 
closer co-operation in the topics selected for study; (e) various aspects of the 
use of coal (hard coal and brown coal) in the chemical industr,y; (f) technologies 
for the homo~enization of coal to meet the requirements of preparation plants and 
cons\mers; (g) gasification and liquefaction of coal (s~osium in Dusseldorf, 
Federal Republic of Germany, from 12-16 Januar,y 1976); (h) reduction and 
utilization of rock and waste resulting from the extraction and preparation of 
coal (jointly with Group of Experts on Productivity and Management Problems in 
the Coal Industr,y). 

04.2.5. Scientific research in the coal indust;y (Priority A) 

Description: The Meeting of Directors of National Mining Research Institutes will 
work on the following problems: (a) exchange of information on the modernization, 
increase in capacity and construction of coal mines over short and long terms 
(5 and 10-15 years respectively); (b) consideration of the desirability and 
details of an information bank on R and D institutes and programmes including 
information on major activities and subject matters on which international 
co-operation is sought; (c) the third meeting (followed by a study tour) will be 
held in the United Kingdom in March 1976. 
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Authority; Programme of work of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems, approved by the Senior Advisers at their fourth session 
(ECE/ENV/13, paras. 72-78 and Annex I) 

05.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

05.1.1. Current developments and trends 

(a) Excha e of information and views on environmental policies 
and strategies in ECE countries Priority A) 

Description; This is a continuing project involving the preparation and submission, 
biennially, of country monographs structured as much as possible in accordance with 
the guidelines contained in the appendix to the present annex. The first of these 
monographs is due by 31 May 1976. Copies of these monographs will be submitted to 
the secretariat, and also circulated directly between member states, in at least 
one of the official ECE languages according to a mailing list provided by the 
secretariat. The secretariat will prepare a synthesis paper, based on an analysis 
of these monographs and their annexes containing information on the three priority 
issues in each country. This synthesis paper will be provided to all member 
countries and will be reviewed by the Senior Advisers at their annual session, with 
a view to selecting topics for in-depth discussion at the two following annual 
sessions. Such synthesis papers 'dll also serve as a possible source for 
identification of new projects. 

05.1.2. Problems of air pollution (Priority A) 

Description: In 1976/1977~ the Working Party on Air Pollution Problems will carry 
out its work programme, as outlined in Annex I of ENV/WP.l/6 (with the exception of 
(g) under ad hoc projects - concerning air pollution coefficients). 

05.1.3. Co-operative activities (Priority A) 

(a) Co-operation within the ECE on environmental problems 

Description: At each session of the Sr·nior A(l.visers, a systematic review of 
relevant achievements and work planned in the field of environment by other 
ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies will be presented. The attention of other 
ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies will be called to environmental implications of 
non-environmental activities. The Senior Advisers will make specific suggestions 
and recommendations to the Commission, with the goal of developing a comprehensive 
and integrated ECE programme on the environment. 

(b) Co-operation with the United Nations Environment Programme 

Description: A co-operative programme with the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) will continue to be implemented, both with regard to those projects 
sponsored by UNEP which concern the ECE region directly and with regard to the 
contribution which work done in the ECE region can make to the conservation of 
the environment elsewhere in the world. 
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(c) Co-operation with other international bodies within the ECE region 

Description: Reviews are to be made, at each session of the Senior Ar'-visers, of 
the environmental activities and programmes of other international bodies within 
the ECE region to promote closer inter-organizational co-operation. 

05. 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

05.2.1. Long-term planning problems and perspectives 

(a) Integration of environmental policies into socio-economic 
development planning 

Description: Within the context of the above project: (i) The secretariat taking 
the opinion of all member Governments into consideration will bring together 
ideas for a conceptual framework for integrated planning, indicating possible 
techniques and components for preparing development plans. The secretariat may 
draw support for this project from material available in existing literature and 
from various seminars and meetings held by the ECE and other international bodies. 
The framework will be reviewed by the Senior Advisers at the fifth session and 
decisions taken as to further action. (Priority A) (ii) The secretariat taking 
the opinion of all member Governments into consideration will develop an outline 
of a Study on Environmental Perspectives including consideration of the objectives, 
a work plan and participants - as part of the r.CE project on the 0verall Economic 
Perspective for the ECE Region. This outline will be reviewed by the Senior 
Advisers at their fifth session and decisions taken as to further action. 
(Priority A) (iii) The secretariat taking the opinion of all member Governments 
into consideration will develop a proposal for a study on the ways and means by 
which the general public and non-governmental organizations can participate in 
activities connected with the planning and decision-making processes. The 
secretariat will address all member countries for information on the subject. 
The proposal will be revie"ted by the Senior i'.dvisers at their fifth session and 
decisions taken as to further action. (Priority E) 

05.2.2. Development of environmental information as an aid to decision-making 

(a) Environmental impact assessment (Priority A) 

Description: The secretariat is requested to collect and analyse information on 
procedures and experience, relating to the activities of ECE Governments in 
d.eveloping the capabilities of their countries to predict adequately the 
environmental consequence of economic activities and technological development. 
This is a special projectj designed to enable the secretariat to prepare a 
background paper for the in-depth policy discussion at the fifth session of the 
Senior Advisers in 1977. Governments are invited to provide information as a 
special part of the country monographs to be submitted to the secretariat by 
31 May 1976. Information provided is to focus on the concept of environmental 
impact assessment, the methodologies available, and conclusions drawn from 
experience so far. Govert'llilents may further wis·h to present summaries of 
particularly interesting cases in which impact assessments have been made or 
include related case studies. The secretariat's paper will be made available to 
the Senior Advisers and as a source of reference for planners. 
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Description: Taking into account the recommendations from the second ad hoc meeting 
of experts (December 1975) on this subject, the secretariat will send to 
ECE Governments the questionnaire attached to the report of that meeting. A third 
ad hoc meeting of experts will be held in 1977, at which inter alia the replies from 
this questionnaire will be analysed. In the meantime the secretariat is requested 
to co-operate with interested member countries and work closely with them in 
developing linkages between existing economic and pollution abatement models, and. 
to report on progress at the fifth session of the Senior Advisers. 

(c) Indicators for the evaluation of the quality of the environment (Priority C) 

Description: Yugoslavia will investigate the interest among member Governments in 
creation of a task force for examining the question of environmental indicators 
and, if interest exists, will prepare a work programme, a copy of \>rhich will be 
made available to the Senior Advisers and the secretariat, once it has been agreed 
upon by the task force. 

(d) Economic assessment of environmental damage (Priority A) 

Description: A programme of work will be established by the task force, for which 
the lead country is the USSR. As a first step, attention will be directed to 
environmental damage from air pollution. The agreed programme of the task force 
will be circulated to all member countries for information. A progress report 
will be submitted to the fifth session of the Senior Advisers on Environmental 
Problems. 

05.2.3. Interdisciplina;r planning and management problems 

(a) 

Description: The Senior Af.visers will co-sponsor, with the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning and the Inland Transport Committee, the ECE seminar to be 
held in Washington D.c. from 14 to 26 June 1976. A second preparatory meeting 
for this seminar will take place in Geneva on 23-24 February 1976. 

(b) Environmental problems of tourism (Priority B) 

Description: Any further work on this topic will be determined on the basis of 
the decisions to be taken at the thirty-first session of the Commission, which 
will be referred to the fifth session of the Senior Advisers on Environmental 
Problems for action. 

(c) Environmental roblems ooncerni 
consequences Priority C 

international 

Description: The secretariat is requested to seek, through appropriate channels, 
information on progress in the implementation of treaties, conventions and 
asreements concerning environmental problems of large areas. A synthesis of 
this information will be submitted periodically to the Senior Advisers. 
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05.2.4. Environmental problems in the general field of energy 

(a) Problems of energy resources and power production (Priority B) 

Description: The secretariat is requested to ensure that invitations to the 
ad hoc meeting of experts, scheduled for 8-11 March 1976, should draw attention 
to the desirability of delegations including environmental specialists. The 
secretariat is also expected to continue and intensify its efforts to ensure that 
environmental consequences are clearly and fully analysed in the energy study 
which is now being conducted within the framework of the ECE, and to report on the 
status of this project at the fifth session of the Senior Advisers, 

(b) rticular 

Description: The secretariat is requested to continue contributing to the study 
being carried out, in co-operation with the Senior Advisers on Science and 
Technology. 

05.2.5. Natural resources management in terms of ecological considerations 

(a) Collection, disposal, treatment and recycling of solid waste (Priority A) 

Description: The secretariat is requested to invite member Governments to indicate 
their interest in establishing a task force focusing on problems of re-use and 
recovery of municipal and industrial wastes - with emphasis on economic feasibility. 

(b) Low-waste and non-waste technology (Priority A) 

Description: A seminar on the Principles and Creation of Non-Waste Technology 
and Production, will be convened in Paris (France) from 28 November to 4 December 1976. 

(c) A roaches to the control of dischar e of toxic chemicals and 
toxic wastes Priority B 

Description: The secretariat is requested to investigate the feasibility of a 
"book-keeping" system on the production, delivery, transport, collection, treatment 
and disposal of toxic substances, in consultation with other international 
organizations concerned, and report the results to the fifth session of the 
Senior Advisers on Environmental Problems. On the basis of comments and corrections 
submitted by Governments, the secretariat is also requested to present an up-dated 
and revised version of ENV/R.44, as a basis for discussion at the fifth session of 
the Senior Advisers and to report on the nature and extent of future activities 
of the ECE with regard to toxic chemicals. In this revision, account should be 
taken of views on the subject which were expressed at the fourth session of the 
Senior Advisers and of the work of other competent bodies in this field. 

05.2.6. Problems of noise 

(a) Study of the problem of noise (Priority A) 

Description: A task force (lead country, United States) will carry out a two-phase 
programme focusing on environmental or outside noise, including that generated by 
industry. Phase I will concentrate on the identification and collection of 
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information in specified noise-related areas from participating countries. A 
final summary report will be circulated in November 1976. Phase II will consist 
of an analysis of the information obtained from Phase I; a meeting in September 1976 
will develop a detailed programme, including plane for an international symposium. 

05.2.7. Problems of substitution for non-biodegradable substances 

(a) Collection of information on research in the above area (Priority B) 

Description: The secretariat is requested to present a brief report on on-going 
efforts in this field, for consideration at the fifth session. 
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06. - ELECTRIC POWER 

Authority: Programme of' work of the Connnittee on Electric Power, approved by the 
Committee at its thirty-fourth session (ECE/EP/17, paras. 63-64 and Annex I) 

06.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Description: (a) The Committee will undertake the triennial study of the electric 
power situation in the ECE region and will analyse the prospects for the industry. 
As a basis for discussion the secretariat will prepare a study from information 
communicated by ECE countries. (b) The Committee will also examine a brief document 
on the electric power situation over the past year, prepared on the basis of 
information supplied to the secretariat by ECE countries. 

06.1.2. Planning and operation of large power systems (Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on Problems of Planning and Operating Large 
Po"1er Systems will continue its work on the particularly important problems in 
this field which are listed under 06.2.1. below. 

06.1.3. Electric power stations (Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations will examine several 
problems which are particularly important in this field and which are listed under 
06.2.2. below. 

06.1.4. Relationship between electricity and the environment (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Group of Experts on the Relationship between Electricity and 
the Environment will examine from the following three points of view the technical 
and economic aspects of' this subject which are listed under 06.2.3. below: 
(i) contribution of the development of electric power use to the improvement of 
the environment; (ii) environmental problems relating to the production, 
transmission and distribution of electric power, and means of' solving them; 
(iii) influence of' the environment on the electric power industry's installations. 
(b) The Group of Experts will review the activities of international organizations 
pertaining to the relationship between electricity and the environment. 

06.1.5. Distribution of electric power and rural electrification (Priority B) 

Description: (a) The Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification 
will continue its work on the problems listed under 06.2.4. below. (b) The Group 
of' Experts will undertake the trie~~ial study of the rural electrification situation 
in the ECE region; as a basis for discussion the secretariat will prepare a study 
from information communicated by ECE countries. 

06.1.6. Legal or administrative problems (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee will examine the following questions: (a) Legal or 
administrative difficulties which tend to hamper transfers of electric power across 
frontiers; drafting of recommendations to the Governments concerned. The 
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secretariat has been asked to make its services available to Governments upon 
request in order to facilitate negotiations between them concerning the inter
connexion of their networks or for the purpose of making more detailed studies 
of problems arising in connexion with such negotiations. (b) Legal or 
administrative difficulties which tend to hamper the hydro-electric development 
of contiguous or successive watercourses; drafting of recommendations to the 
Governments concerned. The secretariat has been asked to make its services 
available to Governments upon request in order to assist them in negotiating 
agreements on the development of such watercourses. 

06.1.7. Statistical problems (Priority C) 

Description: The Committee will examine the presentation of the periodic bulletins 
of electric energy statistics and the definitions employed. 

06.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

06.2.1. Planning and operation of large power systems 

Description: The Group of Experts on Problems of Planning and Operating Large 
Power Systems will continue its work on the following problems: (a) Interconnexion 
of the electric power transmission systems of the countries of the ECE region: 
(i) Economic criteria for and methode of choosing modes of interconnexion 
(Priority A); (ii) Exploration of the scope in certain countries for developing 
exchanges of electric power acrose frontiers and by relay (Priority A); 
(iii) Economic and technical problems involved in interconnectiDf the electric 
power transmission systems of Balkan countries (Priority A); (iv) Examination of 
the data needed in preparing the study on the optimum future structure for the 
European interconnexion system, time horizon 1990 (Priority A); (v) Examination of 
economic and technical aspects of interconnexion of the electric power transmission 
systems of countries of eastern and western Europe by means of very long, high
capacity transmission lines (Priority A); (vi) Map of the high-voltage electric 
power networks and the principal electric power stations in Europe (Priority B); 
(b) Medium-term and long-term prospects for the electric power industry in the 
ECE region, time horizon 1985-1990 {Priority A); (c) Methode and criteria 
ap~licable to the design and planning of large power systems (Priority A); 
(d) Harmonization of existing laws relating to international exchanges of 
electricity (Priority B). 

06.2.2. Electric power stations 

Description: The Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations will continue its 
work on the following problems: 

A. Conventional thermal power stations (Priority A) 

(a) Study of problems of air and water pollution, noise, etc., caused by thermal 
power stations; (b) Combined production of heat and electricity for large 
industrial estates and large urban centres; (c) The role of gas-turbine power 
stations in covering the variable part of the load curve; (d) Principles adopted 
in different countries for the definition of statistical indexes of operational 
performance in electric power and heat production; (e) Economic conditions and 
technological procedures for measures designed to save fuel in electric power and 
heat production; future prospects; (f) Economic and technical problems involved 
in the long-distance transport of heat produced by combined-production thermal 
""'""·T.t"!l"W't e+~ +.; l"'l.Y\a 
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B. Nuclear power stations (Priority A) 

(a) Economic features of the use of nuclear power stations in comparison with 
conventional thermal power stations, in the light of experience gained in the 
design and operation of such stations; (b) Use of nuclear power stations for the 
combined production of thermal energy and electric power; (c) Methods used in 
training personnel for new nuclear power stations. 

c. Hydroelectric schemes 

(a) Problems presented by pumped-storage power stations as important components 
of electric power systems (Priority A); (b) Methodological principles for 
optimizing the date of entry into service of pumped-storage power stations in a 
developing mixed electric power system (Priority B); (c) Evaluation of 
hydroelectric potential in Europe (Priority B); (d) Methods of evaluating 
the economic effectiveness of conventional hydroelectric power stations and 
pumped-storage hydroelectric power stations used to cover the variable part of 
the load curve, with a view to optimizing their oparation (Priority B). 

D. Other problems (Priority A) 

(a) Gradual substitution of electricity of nuclear origin for fossil fuels at 
the consumer level. 

06.2.3. Relationship between electricity and the environment (Priority A) 

Descri tion: The Group of Experts will continue its work on the following subjects: 
a The contribution of electric power and its development to the improvement 

of the environment; (b) The integration of electric power installations into 
the environment; (c) Desulphurization policies and electric power production; 
(d) The production of electricity of nuclear origin and the environment; 
problems arising; (e) Information for the general public concerning the 
integration of electric power transmissions and distribution works into the 
environment; (f) Effects of thermal discharges from electric power stations 
into watercourses and reservoirs, and regulations in force in various countries; 
(g) Effects of polluted water on the cooling systems of thermal power stations; 
(h) Utilization of waste heat from conventional thermal and nuclear power 
stations. 

06.2.4. Distribution of electric power and rural electrification 

Description: The Group of Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification will 
continue its work on the following problems: (a) Comparative analysis of methods 
used in forecasting the demand for supply capacity and for electric power in rural 
areas (Priority A); (b) The increase in the use of electricity in the rural 
sector, for homes and farms, and the effect of that increase on the development 
of distribution networks (Priority A); (c) Influence of the development of 
electric heating in rural dwellings, especially farms, on electricity consumption 
and on the load of rural electric power networks (Priority B); (d) Level of 
reliability of supply through rural networks and its influence on the cost of 
modernizing and strengthening such networks (Priority B); (e) The most important 
electrically operated installations and appliances for thermal processes on 
farms (Priority B). 
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06.2.5. Scientific research in the electric power industry (Priority A) 

Description: The secretariat will prepare, on the basis of information supplied 
by ECE countries, a consolidated document on the organization, objectives and 
results of research in the field of electric power in the ECE region. 

06.2.6. Other problems 

Description: The Committee will continue its work on the following subjects: 
(a) Rational use of electric power (Priority A); (b) Impact of load-curve 
coverage problems upon the future structure of electric power systems. A 
symposium on this subject will be held in Italy in 1977 (Priority A); (c) Problems 
presented by international .standardization in the field of electric power 
(in close co-operation with the Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for 
Standardization Policies) (Priority A); (d) Preparation of a terminology suited 
to the needs of the Committee on Electric Power (Priority B). 
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Authori t:y: Programme of work of the Committee on Gas, approved by the Committee 
at its twenty-second session (ECE/GAS/21, paras. 57-61 and Annex I). 

07 .1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

07.1.1. Anal~sis of the gas situation in Europe and its ptQspecta (Priority A) 

Description: (a) At each annual session the Committee examines the gas 
situation in Europe and its prospects; end (b) periodically considers a triennial 
study prepared by the Secretariat on the gas situation in Europe and its prospects. 
At its twenty-third session, it will consider an annual study on the gas situation 
end its prospects, prepared by the Secretaria.t on the basis of data received from 
Governments for 1975. 

07.1.2. Analysis of the natural gas markets in Europe (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will make its annual analysis of natural gas markets 
in Europe, as a part of the analysis of the gas situation and prospects in Europe 
on the basis of information transmitted by Governments and issued as a background 
document before its twenty-third session. 

07.1.3. Problems in the use and distribution of gas (Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Use and Distribution of Gas will continue 
its study of problems of special importance in this field. 

Problems in the transport and storage of gas (Priority A) 
( 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Transport and Storage of Gas will 
continue its study o£ problems o£ special importance in this field. 

07.1.5. Statistical and forecasting problems (Priority A) 

Descri tion: The Group of Experts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting Problems will 
a continue its work with respect to the covera~ definitions and units used 

in the ECE Bulletin of Gas Statistics, and also (b~ will study prOblems relating 
to the forecasting of gas demand. 

07.1.6. Problems of evaluation and e loitation of natural as resources 
Priority A 

Description: The Group of Experts on Natural Gas Resources will work on problems 
encountered in searching, evaluation and exploitation of natural gas resources. 

07. 2. Ad Hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

07.2.1. Problems in the use and distribution of gas 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Use and Distribution of Gas will continue 
its work on the following problems: A final report will be issued on: 
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(c) Uses of gas in the mechanical industry (Priority A); (b) Economics of 
using gas '"i th a high nitrogen (inert) content (Priority D). Studies will 
continue on: (c) (i) technical and economic advantages of the use of gas from 
the environmental point of' vie\n (ii) environmente.l advantft(!es resulting from 
the use of gas instead of other forms of energy: (iii) environmental aspects 
of' gD,s distribution s~tems and the use of gas for effluent and refuse 
treatment (Priority A); (d) the use of gas to meet total energy needo of 
certain types of consumption centres (Priority A); (e) the determination and 
use of theoretical and actual capacities, load factor of distribution systems 
(Priority A); (f) harmonization of standards of gas distribution equipment 
o.nd appliances (Priority C); (g) ratiolle'.l use of gas in various sectors of 
economy, and relevant conservation ethics ~ methods of determini~ the efficiency 
of the use of gas in various branches of industry (Priority A); (h) experience 
in the use of SNG (Substitute Natural Gas) (Priority B) i (i) finding of optimum 
solutions to the summer gas load factor problems (Priority B); (j) estimation 
of natural ryas consumption in reheat fUrnaces in the iron and steel industry 
(Priority A); (k) possibility of using hydrogen in existing c;as transport e..nd 
distribution facilities in future (Priority B); (1) p1~blems raised by the 
conversion to natural ~as (of various types) of distribution systems originally 
designed for to-vm gas \Priority ll). 

07 .2.2. Problems in the trans129rt all!i. storage of gas 

D.escriptiop.: The Group of Experts on the Transport r.nd Storage of Gas will continuo 
its studies on: (a) the determination of optimal distances between compressor 
stations constructed on lo~-distance pipelines of different diameters and 
pressures (Priority A); (b) economic aspects of the chain of liquefaction of 
natural gas and its transport by sea, rail and road, its storacre in liquefied 
form and its transport by pi~eline (Priority B)i (c) sea pipelines for the 
transport of gas (Priority A); (d) problems arising from the internal lining 
of pipelines and their economic implications (Priority A); (e) underground 
storage of gas (Priority A); (f) economic and technical prerequisites for 
determining the load factor of gas transport pipelines (Priority A); (g) revision 
of the map of the European eas tre..nsmission networks (Priority B) • 

07 .2.3. Statistical and forect:l.sting problems 

Description: The Group of EJ.."Perts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting Problems -vrill 
continue work on: (a) questions arising from the gradual transition to the 
International System of Units (the SI-Units) in many countries (Priority A); 
(b) consideration of the international comparison of ratios within the gas industry 
(Priority B); (c) harmonization of questionnaires (circulated by various 
international bodies in the field of gas statistics), especially definitions used 
and their presentation (Priority A)i (d) additional data to be collected on a 
re5Ula.r basis for inclusion in the Gas Bulletins (survey of the additional data 
reguirements in countries and by various international bodies) (Priority A); 
(e) consideration of technical problems related to "overall balance sheets of 
energy11 (co-operation possibilities -vri th the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies of 
the ECE that deal with energy) (Priority A); (f) the use of computers in 
forecasting gas den:and, vrith particular reference to soft'\·ro.re used in forecastine
gas demand (Priority A) • 
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07.2.4. Problema of evaluation and exploitation of natural gee resource~ 

Deecri tion: The Group of Experts on Natural Gas Resources will work on: 
a relationship between the production technology and recovery factor in gas 

reservoirs (Priority B); (b) compilation of a glossary on natural gee reserves 
and the econo~ of their exploitation (in the three working languages of the ECE) 
(Priority A); (c) collection and pu.blication of statistical and geological 
information on natural gas reserves (Priority B); (d) collection and publication 
of statistical data on the recovery factor (Priority B). 

07.2.5. Investments in the gas industry and their financing possibilities 

Description: An ad hoc Meeting will be held in 1976 to consider: (a) the 
investments in the gas industry and their financing possibilities (Priority A); 
and (b) depreciation practices and schemes for the capital cost of gas distribution 
systems, ta.king into account increased Government participation in financing the 
nevr distribution systems (Priority A). 

07.2.6. Co-operation in the field of research 

Description= The Committee on Gas vrill convene a Meeting of directors and 
administrators of research institutes or centres in 1976, which will be a first 
step towards co-operation in the field of research, of interest to gas industry. 
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Author! ty: Programme of work of the Coani ttee oD Rousins, Buildit~g aDd Planning, 
approved by the Committee at its thirty-sixth seseioD (ECE/HBP/13, paras. 60-68 
and Annex III) 

08.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

08.1.1. Exchan of views on current trends and oliciee in 
building and Planning Priority A 

Description: (a) At its plene.ry session in September 1976, the Committee will 
conduct its resular annual exchanse of views on current housing, building and 
planning trends, policies and new developments. These discussions will be based 
on country monographs on trends in this field, including environmental aspects, to 
be circulated in June 1976. (b) The Committee will also discuss in depth "The 
improvement of housing and its immediate surroundings11 • 

08.1.2. Housing, building and planning statistics (Priority A) 

Description: A Group of Experts sponsored jointly by the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning and the Conference of European Statisticians will study 

l
a) the relationship between current housing statistics and housing censuses; 
b) the h~using sub-system of the system of Social and Demographic Statistics 
SSDS); (c) the conte;nt&tef .the 1970 survey gf the housing' situation· .. lil!lld 
d) information on the practice followed in the 1970 housing censuses will be 

collected. 

08.1.;. Technical co-operation and contacts ~;ority A) 

Description: (a) In connexion with its annual session, the Committee will condu.ct 
in September 1976, a study tour to the USSR. (b) The Committee will also continue 
to maintain close co-operation with the international technical and professional 
organizations working in related fields of competence. (c) It is expected that e. 
trilingual (English, French and Russian) glossary of technical terms in the field 
of housing and building will be published through co-operative arransements with 
the secretariat of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA). 

08. 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

08.2.1. Socio-economic aspects of housing 

Description: (a) The Working Party on Housing will continue methodological work 
in the field of estimating housing needs (Priority A); (b) a seminar on s~ecial 
housing needs will be held in the Netherlands in November 1976 (Priority A); 
(c) vrork will continue on a stu.dy on major trends in housing policias in ECE 
countries and work will be initiated on a related seminar to be held in Finland 
in 1977 (Priority A); (d) a study on the relationship between housing and the 
national economy will be continued (Priority A). Exploratory •·rork for the 
following projects will be initiated: (e) follow-up work to the seminar on 
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programming of housing (Priority A); (f) new developments and trends in financing 
of housing (Priority A); (g) perspectives for long-term housing reQuirements 
(Priority A); (h) management of housing (Priority B)i (i) rel~tionship between 
housing policy and tmvn and countl1' planning - with particular reference to the 
mobility of households (Priority B); (j) housing policy related to the built 
environment (Priority B); (k) housing needs for migrant labour (Priority B); 
(1) The vlorking Party, at its sixth session, will conduct an exchange of views on 
current trends and policies in the field of hou.sing and organize an in-depth 
discu.ssion on a topical subject (Priority A). 

08.2.2. Building materials and construction (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Working Party on the Building Industry will organize the 
Fifth ECE Seminar on the Building Industry in Budapest in October 1976, on the 
theme "The building industry and the environment". (b) Operational and 
co-ordin,ting activities relating to the harmonization of the technical content of 
building regulations will be continued. (c) The vlorking Party on the Building 
Industry will continue to promote international standardization in the building 
field. (d) An ad hoc meeting on the use of computers in the building field, 
(d) An ad hoc meeting on the use of computers in the building industry, to be held 
in Paris in December 1975, \-Till be followed up. (e) An enquiry on mechanization 
in transport, handling and assembling of building components will be carried out. 
(f) Preparations will be initiated for a seminar on building research policies. 
(g) Work will continue on the study of methodology of international comparisons in 
the construction field. 

08.2.;. Urban and regional planning and development 

De scription: (a) The Group of Experts on Urban and Regiona1 Research intends to 
sponsor expert meetings on: (i) selected aspects of information systems for 
planning; (ii) the economics of urban renewal; (iii) modelling of human and 
social needs with respect to the physical environment in urban settlements; 
(iv) democratic participation in the planning process; (v) planning techniques 
and (vi) selected aspects of the planning process e.t the local level (Priority A). 
(b) The Group will also prepare a second series of national research digests 
(Priority A). (c) The Working Party on Urban and Regional Planning and 
Development will organize the Second ECE Seminar on the Role of Transportation in 
Urban Planning, Development and Environment in the United States in June 1976 
(Priority A). (d) Studies will be continued on selected aspects of the quality 
of life in urban settlements (Priority B). (e) A stuey on urban and regional 
research policy and organization may be carried out (Priority B). 

roblems and olicies in the countries of 

Description: (a) A Group of Experts charged '-rith stucying problems and policies 
of particular concern to the countries of southern Europe will meet in Lisbon in 
May 1976. (b) An in-depth discu.ssion "Jill be organized on problems and policies 
related to the financing of housing. 
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Description: A seminar on this subject, to be held in December 1975 in Greece, 
may give rise to some follo'l'r-up work. 

08.2.6. Improvement of housing and its immediate surroundin.B!!!. (Priority A) 

Description= A second ad hoc meeting, to be convened in Me.rch 1976, will prepare 
for an in-depth discussion of this subject by the Committee in September 1976. 

08.2.7. Energy problems in the field of human settlements (Priority A) 

Description: Preparations will be made for a seminar on energy problems in the 
field of human settlements, to be held in October 1971 in Canade. (subject to 
coDfirmation). 

08.2.8. Land-use policies (Priority A) 

Description: (a) An ad hoc meeting will be convened ~.n spring 1976 to discuss 
in detail the conception of a project on land-use policies. (b) The project will 
include the organization of a seminar in Sweden in May/June 1978 and (c) might 
e.lso comprise the preparation of a preparatory study. 

08.2.9. ECE work related to the Habitat Conference (Priorit,y A) 

Description: (a) A review of poet-war trends and policies in the field of housing, 
building and planning, including an evaluation of the activities of the Committee's 
activities since its inception, prepared by the secretariat, will be submitted to 
the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 1976) as a contribution 
to the background documentation for the Conference. (b) A report on "The future 
pattern and forms of urban settlements", to be prepared by a rapporteur on the 
basis of country monographs and other relevant material, will be examined by the 
Committee at its thirty-seventh session in September 1976 and subsequently 
circulated to all participants in the HPbitat Conference. (c) At its 1976 session, 
the Committee will undertake a preliminary examination of its role in the 
implementation of the decisions of the Habitat Conference, including assistance 
that might be given to other regional economic commissions and their member 
countries. 
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09. - INLAND T.RANSPORT 

Authority: Programme of work of the Inland Transport Committee, approved by the 
Committee at its thirty-fifth session (ECE/T.RANS/18, paras. 133-136 and Annex I) 

09.1 CONTINUDTG PROJECTS AND ACTIVITD!lS 

09.1.1. Studies of transport po.J4.2l. (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee and subsidiary bodies, taking into account inter alia 
the work done in other international forums, and the information provided by --
Governments, will (a) continue to observe and identify the general trends in the 
development of transport and (b) will also continue to observe government transport 
polio~, with due regard for measures adopted in that connexion to save energy, fuel 
and manpower, with a view to determining what action to take. 

09.1.2. Statistics on transport and road traffic accidents 

Descri~tion: (a) The secretariat will collect and circulate transport statistics 
and statistics on road traffic accidents (Priority A); (b) the Group of Experts on 
Transport Statistics will consider proposals for additions to the Glossary and for 
terms and definitions for statistical purposes (Priority B); (c) road traffic 
censuses; monitor the taking of the 1975 Road Traffic Censuses and consider 
recommendations for taking of the 1980 traffic censuses (Priority B); and 
(d) review methods for obtaining statistics on international road transport 
(Priority B). 

09.1.;. Science and Technology (Priority A) 

~ascription: The various bodies of the Inland Transport Committee will implement 
in their respective fields of activity the provisions of the relevant Commission 
resolutions. 

09.1.4. Urban and suburban transport (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Information on studies in this field carried out by other bodies 
will be circulated. (b) The Inland Transport Committee will co-sponsor the 
second ECE Seminar on the Role of Transportation in Urban Planning, Development 
and Environment. 

09.1.5. ]tacilitatiofLof the movement of transport equipment, passengers and goode 
by the improvement .. and unification of Customs fac,i).i ties and procedures 
(Priority A) 

Description: The Group of Experts on Customs Questions affecting Transport will: 
(a) follow up the implementation (i) of the substantive provisions of the Customs 
Convention on Containers, 1972, and (ii) the Customs Convention on the International 
Transport of Goods under cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention), 1975; (b) continue 
efforts to extend the scope of measures aimed at the simplification or abolition of 
Customs documents for certain transport operations by rail under cover of an 
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international consignment note; (c) study CUstoms problems arising in connexion 
with the utilization of shipbor.ne barges, in particular with regard to their 
temporar,y admission and (d) review of implementation of the relevant recommendations 
aimed at the prevention of the abuse of CUstoms transit systems by drug smugglers. 

09.1.6. Transport of ~!UBerous goods (Priority A) 

Descri tion: The Group of Experts on the Transport of· Dangerous Goods will: 
a consider the comments and the proposed amendments relating to annexes A and B 

of the European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods 
by Road (ADR); (b) prepare, as a matter of priority, provisions concerning the' 
carriage of substances covered by derogations from the provisions of annex A or 
annex B and of new substances not at present subject to the provisions of those 
annexes. This work will, so far as the provisions coming within the purvie\'r of 
annex A are concerned, be carried out in the context of the Joint Meetings with the 
RID Safety Committee; (c) synchronize the work on amendments to the annexes of 
ADR and to the International Regulations concerning the Carriage of Dangerous Goods 
by Rail (RID); and (d) as regards the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by 
Inland Waterw~ (ADN), (i) follow the implementation of the resolution and 
(ii) continue the revision of annexes A and B (ADN). 

09.1.7. Transport of perishable foodstuffs 

Description: Administrative questions: (a) Agreement on the International Carriage 
of Perishable Foodstuffs and on the Special Equipment to be Used for Such 
Carriage (AT.P): (i) implementation of the Agreement and (ii) study of the problems 
raised by its provisions (Priority A); (b) packagings for certain perishable 
foodstuffs (Priority B). Technical questions: Studies required for the purposes 
of the administrative questions referred to above in (a) and (b). 

09.1.8. Combined transport (Priority A) 

MUltimodal transport, including transport b~~ainer and other 
unitized forms 

Description: The Group of Rapporteurs on Container Transport will study: (a) the 
administrative, technical, economic, legal and facilitative aspects of multimodal 
(intermodal) transport; (b) in particular, the impact of combined transport on the 
inland modes of transport; and (c) measures, such as standardization, to achieve 
the fullest possible interchangeability of containers between the modes of transport. 

09.1.9. Facilitation of international road transport 

Description: Work in this connexion will include: (a) study of questions relating 
to the implementation of the Conventions on international road transport 
(Priority A); (b) consideration of questions of principle regarding regular 
international passenger transport services passing through the territory of more 
than two countries (Priority B); (c) study of problems connected with facilitation 
and liberalization of the carriage of passengers and goods by road (Priority B)i 
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(d) dissemination of information on national requirements concerning the permitted 
maximum weight and maximum dimensions of road vehicles (Priority C); 
(e) dissemination of the texts of bilateral agreements on the carriage of passengers 
and goods by road (Priority B); and (f) study of questions related to the use 
of fuel by power-driven vehicles (Priority A). 

09.1.10. Road traffic safety (Priority A) 

Description: \'lol~lc in this connexion 't'lill include: (a) the study of questions and 
preparation of recommendations concerning road signs and signals and road traffic 
regulations; (b) the study of questions concerning (i) the education and behaviour 
of road users, parUcularly (ii) tho training and instruction of drivers, and 
(iii) road traffic education in schools; (c) the selection and compilation of 
statistical data on road traffic accidents and study of such data for guidance as to 
the areas in Hhich action is most urgently needcad; and (d) thea study of questions 
and preparation of draft regulations and recommendations concerning safety 
requirements for the construction of vehicles. 

Facilitation of international trade ~n mo~9r v~J1i2Jes an_§ their 
eg'UI'Pment and parts (Priority A}"" 

Descrintion: vlork in this connexion will include (a) preparation and revision as 
necessary of international regulations (including test procedures and methods of 
measurement) to be annexed to the 1958 Agreement concerning the Adoption of Uniform 
Conditions of Approval and Reciprocal Recognition of Approval for Motor Vehicle 
Equipment and Partsi and (b) harmonization of procedures concerning preparation 
and application of requirements between European countries and the 
United States of America. 

09.1.12. InternatioJlal road vehicle insurance ("green card" system) (Priority C) 

Description: Uork in this connexion will include the consideration of all matters 
re:lating to the operation of the system. 

09.1.13. Control of .!l2ise and air pollut~,op caused by motor vehicles (Priority A) 

Description: 1:lork in this connexion will include (a) gradual reduction of 
admissible limits concerning motor vehicle noise and emissions of pollutants; and 
(b) development of technical requirements concerning test procedures, methods of 
measurement, etc. 

09.1.14. \'lorkine: condj.j_ions in the road transport industry (Priority B) 

Description: \vork in this connexion 'trill include the consideration of questions 
rela·ting-to the implementation of the European Agreement concerning the lfork of 
Cre¥rs of Vehicles engaged in International Road Transport (.AETR). 

09.1.15. ac]lan,;re_of in£OL1Jl.ati.2!1. in the j.'J.eld of_r~tr..!!!lsport. i-.E..]l_uro]?e _ftnd 
trO£f!'a.mm~p_~d ~oj;iv.ities among in._!;_§l~~-tj.,.<:>nal _9rs.an.i.zations concerned 
Priority B1 
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~ription: The Worldng Party on Rail Transport \vill: (a) review the work of 
other bodies of the Inland Transport Committee relating to rail transport; 
(b) follow the work of the International Union of Raihmys (UIC) and the 
Organization for Co-operation bet\·reen Rail-vrays ( OSZhd) on raihray operating 
conditions; (c) follolt developments affecting problems relating to the introduction 
of automatic coupling, including the arrangements for its introduction; nnd 
(d) keep itself informed of the difficulties encountered at frontiers by ra.il 
transport with regard both to administrative organization and to the capacity of 
installations and attempt to find \vays of eliminating them. 

09.1.17. Stand~ization of technical reguire~ents and ships 1 papers (Priority A) 

~..£!:.iption: The Working Party on Inland v/ater Transport will study: (a) the 
preparation of standardized technical requirements for carcro-carryincr and passenger
carrying inland naviGation vessels~ (b) the standardization or possible reciprocal 
recognition of certain ships 1 papers; and (c) the reciprocal rocogni. Uon of certain 
requirements relating to the issue of boatmasters 1 certificates. 

09.1.18. ~ techniques in inl.~n!ty.i_eation. (Priority A) 

Description: The i·/orking Barty on Inland vlater Transport vrill study: (a.) the 
development of pushing techniques (general e~ccha.nge of information; operation of 
pushers; standardization of pushed bargesi handling in ports)~ (b) the effect on 
the productivity of inland water transport of the gradual introduction of special
purpose vessels, including container-carrying vessels; (c) problems connected with 
ship-borne barge carriage or with any other system comparable in technical, economic, 
or administrative respects~ and (d) the use of computers in the planning, management 
and analysis of inland water transport. 

09.1.19. European Code for rn;L,and 1tTaterwa:v;s (CEVJ:TI) (Priority A) 

Description: European Code for Inland 1·Jater,·rays ( CEVNI) and Resolution lTo. 1 of the 
SUb-Committee on Inland Water Transport; amendments, additions end implementation. 

09.1.20. Conventions on inland navi~atio~ (Priority A) 

Description: The llorking Party on Inland V/ater Tl"ansport ,.,ill revie\ot the 
implementation of the Conventions on inland navigation. 

09.1. 21. ~ Pollution b;y inland navigation ve~ls (Priority A) 

Description: The \vorldng Party on Inland Water Transport \'fill continue to revie,., 
and circulate experience gained in combating water pollution by inland navigation 
vessels. 
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09. 2.1. 

09.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Tranopopt by ro,E~.l!!.t (Priority C) 

Descriptl2a: Revision of Resolution No. 208/flev.2. 

Transport of dangerous go.o9-..!!!. (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Group of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 't'lill 
study the problems raised by developments in transport techniques and in materials 
and goods transported. (b) It will examine such measures to prevent uater 
pollution during transport as ~be proposed to it by the Committee on Water 
Problems and by the \vorking Party on Inland 1.1/ater Transport. 

Statistics on tr~ort 

Descri~tion: The Group of Experts will: (a) undertake a study of statistics 
concerning the use of energy in transport (Priority A); (b) consider the 
International Standard Classification of Goods and Services (ICGS) as it relates 
to transport (Priority A)i and (c) develop container transport statistics and 
revie\!T methodology employed (Priority B). 

Transport bl container (Priority A) 

Descripti~: The Group of Rapporteurs on Container Transport will co-operate 
with UNCTAD in (a) the preparation of the necessary preparatory studies and, in 
particular, in the elaboration of a draft convention on international intermodal 
transport dealing inter alia ili th the liability and documentary regime of such 
transport; and (b) the preparatory work for an ad hoc intergovernmental group on 
container standards for international multimodal transport. 

09.2.5. ~oad signs and signals 

Description: vlork in this connexion will include: (a) the study of methods of 
~i~the effectiveness of road traffic signs (Priority B); (b) the study of 
specific questions related to the implementation of existing instruments and 
recommendations (Priority A). 

Road TreJ.f.!£ (Priority A) 

Description: Work in this connexion will include the study of questions relating to 
(a) the use of vehicle lights in various traffic condi tiona and the marks to be 
shown by certain categories of vehicles (slow, long, etc.); (b) the implementation 
of eJ=isting instruments and recommendations; (c) pedestrian safetyi (d) speed 
limitsi and (e) safety problems concerning two-uheeled vehicles. 

Road driving p~rmits (Priority B) 

;pescription: Uork in this cow.exion will include the study of matters related to 
the implementation of the Agreement on minimum requirements for the issue and 
validity of driving permits (APC). 
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09.2.8. Contro}_£f_air po].lutj.on and nC?_i.J!!_..2_a~~otor vehicl,2.! (Priority A) 

~iJ2tioll: Uorl:: in this connexion \'Till include; (a) the extension to other 
categories of vehicles such as motor cycles of present provisions (Regulation lTos. 9, 
15 and 24 annexed to the 1958 .t'l...greemen·~ concernina the Adoption of Uniform 
Condi tiona of .Approval and Reciprocal Recognition of .Approval for Uotor Vahicle 
Equipment and Parts); (b) the study of the possibioity of limiting emissions of 
certain pollutants not covered by existing regulations; and (c) revision of test 
procedures. 

Construction of road vehicles and_jhe]_F_ eguipment and P.!£t'.t.!! (Priority A) 

~_ription: Uo:ck in this connexion \'Till include: (a) the elaboration of 
procedures and appropriate technical m·rangements under the 1958 Agreement for tha 
approval of the vehicle as a '"~hole; and (b) the preparation of draft technical 
re~uirements for the construction of vehicles and their equipment and pexts, 
particularly in the following areas: (i) agricul~tral tractors7 (ii) special 
restraining devices; (iii) stability of heavy vehicles~ (iv) special signalling 
and lighting devices; ( v) caravans; and (vi) headlight cleaners. 

09.2.10. ~d transport ip~tru.~ (Priority A) 

Descri:etion: i'lork in this connexion will include: (a) consideration of all matters 
connected with the implementation of the European Agreement on Main International 
Traffic Arteries replacing the Declaration on the Construction of ~Udn International 
Traffic Arteries (1950)i and (b) the development of certain road traffic arteries 
such as the north-south European motonray, and of road networks in certain regions 
such as south-east Europe. 

09.2.11. Transit traffic (Priority A) 

Descri:etion: (a) Study of problema concerning road transit traffic of certain 
categories of goods. (b) Examination of the possibilities of convening a meeting 
in order to study general problems of international transport, including 
problems of transit traffic. 

09.2.12. Liability in connexion with;__the carriag_e of hazardous subptancea 
(Priority :B) 

DescriJ2tion: Consideration of questions related to the feasibility and desirability 
of an instrument concerning the liability in connexion with the carriage by road 
of hazardous cargo. 

09.2.13. Facilitation of healt~ o:eera)io~_the international road 
trans:eort of gooj..,! (Priority C) 

Descri:etion: Continuation of the study of problems due to health, phytoaanitary 
and veterinary controls which have occurred at frontiers. 
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09. 2.14. Standardization of Lioence_forms used in international transport 
(Priority A) 

Rail transport 

Description: The \'larking Party on Rail Transport will: (a) (Priority A) study 
1i) technical and organizational measures to promote high-speed rail traffic 
including related environmental problemsi (ii) the development of methods to 
reduce the cost of electrification and dieselization and to reduce energy 
consumption in railw~ operations; and (iii) the prospects for the development 
of rail transport, in particular questions relating to the improvement and 
extension of railw~ infrastructureJ (b) consider (i) questions raised by the 
development of passenger transport and the use of computers in rail transport 
operations (Priority B); and (ii) the results of studies by UIC and OSZhD 
concerning electro-pneumatic brwcing (Priority c). 

09.2.16. Inland water transport 

Description: The Working Party on Inland Hater Transport will: (a) consider the 
advisability of resuming work with a view to the conclusion of a convention on 
the contract for the carriage of goods in inland navigation (CMN) (Priority C)i 
(b) continue to study measures to be adopted to control noise and vibration on 
commercial vessels (Priority B); (c) study measures to be adopted to control 
noise caused by pleasure craft (Priority B)i (d) draft provisions concerning 
l~ce navigation (Priority A); (e) draft provisions concerning navigation for 
pleasure (Priority A) ; (f) revie\·r the situation with regard to standards and 
conditions for the issue of the international certificate for pleasure craft and of 
the certificate of competence for pleasure craft operators (Priority A); 
(g) consider the standardization of certain devices for coupling pushed barges to 
one another, to pusher craft and to self-propelled pusher barges (Priority B); 
and (h) study certain aspects of prospects for the development of inland water 
transport (Priority B). 
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.Author! ty: Programme of ¥Iork of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science 
and TechnoloBjY, approved by the Senior .Advisers at their fourth session 
(ECE/SC.TECH/8 paras. 82-85 and Annex I). 

10.1.1. Problems of sc.!!,tltific and technological policn .J'rincipal field 
of activity No. 1 (Priority A) 

Description~ 

(a) !121hodologicaU.:t.B.dies, reviews and analyses: (i) The secretariat Hill 
prepare a revie\·1 of agreements on scientific and technical co-operation bet\-1een 
ECE member countries; (ii) An ad hoc group of experts uill be convened in 1976 
to determine what information is required in order to complete the periodic review 
of scientific policies and relevant studies and hm·1 this information should be 
obtained from ECE Governmentsi and (iii) The secretariat will continue its 
revie,·l of significant changes in national policies, priori ties and institutions 
with a vie1-1 to preparing a note for consideration by the sixth session of the 
Senior .~dvisers. 

(b) Technology assessment~ The secretariat will prepare a study on the basis of 
the draft outline contained in document SC.TECH./R.24 "Environmental .A.spects of 
Energy Production and Use, with Particular Reference to Nei'l Technology 11 and as 
amended during discussions at the fourth session, for revieH at the fifth session 
of the Senior Advisers. 

(c) Transfer of technolo~: (i) The preparation of a manual on licensing 
procedures and related aspects of technology transfer will be initiated in 
co-operation with the Committee on the Development of Trade; (ii) A meeting of 
rapporteurs will be convened as soon as possible to recommend to the fifth session 
what further activities the Senior Advisers should undertake in the area of 
technology transfer; and (iii) The proceedings of the Seminar on the Management 
of the Transfer of Technology within Industrial Co-operation should be published 
as expeditiously and economically as possible. 

(d) Dissemination of scientific and technological information: (i) The secretariat 
will keep the Senior Advisers informed of new developments in the field of 
scientific and technological information systems and procedures, and in the light 
of the relevant activities of organizations in this field, put forward suggestions 
for any ini tiati vee vlhich the Senior Advisers might take; and (ii) The 
secretariat will ensure that appropriate action is taken to follow-up the 
recommendations of the Seminar on Technological Information Systems and Services 
for Innovation (Balatonfured, Hungary, 2-6 October, 1973). 

(e) Improvement of statAstics of science and technolo : (i) The secretariat 
·tvill revise document SC.TECH. R.27 in the light of the discussions at the fourth 
session with a view to submitting this as a background paper to the Seminar in 
Prague on the Statistics of Science and Technology; and (ii) The secretariat will 
transmit information on the Prague Seminar to member countries as soon as 
possible. 
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DescriptJon: (a) On the basis of the analytical framework outlined in document 
SC.TECH. R.28 ';Comparative Analysis of National and International Institutions, 
Procedures and Terminologies relating to the Management and Organization of 
Co-operative Research11 the secretariat will undertake a comparative analysis of 
national and international institutions, procedures and terminologies relating 
to the management and organization of co-operative research and, in this 
connexion·: (i) national rapporteurs who would act as a liaison between the 
secretariat and interested national research institutions should be nominated by 
Governments interested in the project; and (ii) the secretariat should maintain 
a close working relationship with the secretariats of other interested 
international organizations in particular the C;MEJ., the EEC, and UNESCO and visit 
these organizations. 

Innovation in energy teqpnologies: 
(Priority .1~) 

Prin2ipal field of activity No. 3 

JJescription~ A. (i) A Seminar on Technologies for the Utilization of Low-Calorie 
Fuels will be held in Varna (Bulgaria) from 20-22 -~pril 1976; (ii) The Coal 
Committee 'lllill be in vi ted to collaborate in that Seminar; (iii) An ad· :hoc 
Meeting of Experts on Innovation in Energy Technologies 'vill be held in Varna 
immediately after the above Seminar. The schedules for the Seminar, ad hoc 
Meeting of Experts and any subsequent study tour 'lllill be arranged by the 
secretariat in conjunction with the Bulgarian authorities; (iv) The 
secretariat will be advised as soon as possible of any further contributions by 
national experts to the Seminar; and (v) 11n Information Notice on the Seminar 
'~ill be issued by the secretariat as soon as possible. B. (i) The ad hoc 
Meeting of Experts on Innovation in Energy Technologies will examine those passages 
of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/883 "Measures taken, or llhich might be 
taken, to achieve increased economy and efficiency in the extraction, conversion, 
tranBport and use of energy in the ECE region" which are most closely related to 
the existing activities of the Senior Advisers in the field of energy 
technologies inter alia during their meeting in Varna commencing on 
23 April 1976; and (ii) C)n return to their national capi tala from the fourth 
session the Senior Advisers will invite their competent authorities to make 
arrangements at their earliest convenience to transmit their comments on the science 
and technology aspects of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/883 to the 
secretariat. C. (i) The secretariat shall continue its study on "Developing an 
ll.nalytical Frame'\IJOrk for Lssisting Governments in Designing their Energy R and D 
Strategies and in Selecting Projects which might be the subject of International 
Co-operation" according to the outline contained in document SC.TECH./R.30 with a 
view to completing the study in time for consideration at the ad hoc Meeting of 
Experts on Innovation in Energy Technologies which will commence in Varna on 
23 Lpril 1976; (ii) Senior Advisers, on return to their national capitals from the 
fourth session, will urge their competent authorities to provide the secretariat 
with information concerning their Energy Rand D plans and the criteria used in 
developing such plans; and (iii) Four rapporteurs shall be appointed to provide 
advice to the secretariat on the above study. 
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10.1.4. Technolo 'cal trends in basic industrial materials and natural resourc~: 
Principal field of activity No. 4 Priority A 

Description; The secretariat shall prepare, for consideration at the fifth session 
of the Senior Advisers: (i) An up-dated and expanded review of the work currently 
underway within the Commission and in other bodies on the recycling of basic 
materials; and (ii) A proposal for a more comprehensive and forward-looking study 
on technological trends in basic materials and natural resources, 

10.1.5. Other Activities -United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 
(Priority A 

Description: (i) The secretariat shall prepare a Note on the activities which 
might be initiated by the Senior Advisers in connexion with the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology for consideration at their fifth session; and 
(ii) The Senior Advisers will arrange for their competent authorities to submit to 
the secretariat their views on the role that the Senior Advisers should pl~ in 
preparing for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology. 
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ll. - SENIOR ECONOMIC .4DVISERS 

Authority: Programme of \·JOrk of the Senior Economic Advisers to EC'E 
Governments, approved by the Senior Economic Ldvisers at their thirteenth session 
(ECE/EC .AD/12, paras. 48-49 and :.:.Zmex I) 

11.1 CONTINUING PROJECTS .~ ACTIVITIES 

11.1.1. ~_§Ulge of information and views on the re aration and im lamentation of 
~urn-term and long-term plans, programmes and prospects Priority A 

Description: The annual exchange of information on medium-term and long-term plans, 
programmes and prospects for the ECE region, on the basis of country notes prepared 
by Governments and on notes prepared by the secretariat, \·Jill continue. Special 
attention is to be given to long-term economic and social problems of common 
interest to ECE Governments and to their interrelations and to the opportunities 
of solving them offered by international co-operation pursuant to Commission 
resolution l(X:)Q{). 

11.1.2. Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE region (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Pursuant to Commission resolution 2 (XXVIII) the Senior 
Economic Advisers \.Jill prepare a further version of the Overall Economic 
Perspective for the EG~ region. This is intended to serve as a general 
orientation for studies of long-term economic trends and problems for projects 
dealing with long-term prospects which other Principal Subsidiary Bodies may wish 
to conduct in their respective fields. (b) An ad hoc Meeting will be held in the 
fall of 1976 on this project. 

11.1. 3· Studies on long-term problems in the field of basic products and energy 
(Priority A) 

Description; Pursuant to Commission decision E (~\XIX) on energy problems, the 
Senior Economic ~~dvisers will continue their study of long-term problems in the 
field of basic products and energy. 

11.1.4. Studies on instruments ~nd methods for the elaboration of national plans, 
programmes and projections (Priority A) 

})escri~ti£P: (i) Preparations including a Consultation for a Seminar to be held 
in 197 on factors of gro1t1th and investment policies: An international approach. 
(ii) The annual exchange of bibliographical information on models for planning 
will continue. 

11.2. f,d hoc PROJECTS /'ND LCTIVITIES 

11.2.1. 1976 Seminar (Priority A) 

Description: (a) A seminar "Jill be held in December 1976 on "factors of grm-Jth 
and investment policies: an international approach". (b) A meeting of 
rapporteurs will take place in June 1976. 
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Authority~ Programme of work of the Conference of European Statisticians adopted 
by the Conference at its t1~enty- third session (ECE/CES/6, paras, 193-199, and 
iwnex I). 

12 .1. CONTINUING PRWECTS AND ll.CTI'IITIES 

12.1.1. Economic_~tistics 

12.1.1.1. Systems of national a~unts and balances and related subjects (Priority A) 

Description~ Further development of the systems of national accounts and balances; 
development of related systems of statistics of the distribution of income, 
consumption and accumulation and statistics of prices and quantities. During 
1976/77, work will continue on the review of implementation. 

12 .1.1.2. Classifications in the field of economic statistics (Priority .A) 

Description: Participation in the periodic revision of classifications in the field 
of economic statistics, preparation of new classifications in areas in which they 
do not yet exist. During 1976/77, work will continue on (i) the development of an 
International Standard Classification of All Goods and Services; relevant parts 
of the classification will be submitted to specialized meetings in different areas 
of economic, social and demographic statistics; (ii) development of a conversion 
key between the SITC and the Standard Foreign Trade Classification of the CMEA: 
test of the draft key in terms of actual figures; completion of the key and, if 
necessar,y, a consultation to finalize the key. 

12,1,1.3. Subjects in specific areas of economic statistics (Priority A) 

Description~ Preparation and revision of international recommendations in 
specific areas of economic statistics in relation to the systems of national 
accounts and balances. The following subjects were selected for consideration 
during 1976/77: (i) food consumption surveys (jointly with FAO and the ECE 
Committee on Agricultural Problems); (ii) statistics of chemicals (jointly with 
the ECE Chemical Industr,y Committee); (iii) public sector statistics; 
(iv) statistics of tourism; (v) statistics of capital formation and related aspects 
of statistics of profits. 

12.1.2. Social and demographic statistics 

12.1.2.1. System of Social and Demographic Statistics (SSDS) and related subjects 
(Priority A) 

Description~ Participation in the work of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission on the elaboration of the framework, structure, accounts and common 
definitions and classifications of the SSDS; of the basic series and 
characteristic definitions and classifications of the various sub-systems and of 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
page 158 

the links among the different sub-systems and with the systems of national 
accounts and balances; participation in the work of the United Nations 
Statistical Commission on the development of international guidelines for social 
indicators; \IOrk on time-budget surveys and related subjects. During 1976/77 
uork vdll continue, with the assistance of groups of national rapporteurs, 
on links and on the contents of the sub-systems dealing with the active 
sequence; the relevant parts of draft guidelines for social indicators will be 
submitted to meetings in specialized areas of social and demographic statistics 
(health statistics). 

12.1.2.2. Classifications in the field of social and demographic statis!i£! 
(Priority .A} 

Descri:etion ~ Participation in the periodic revision of classifications in the 
field of social and demographic statistics) preparation of new classifications 
in fields in which they do not exist. Work on this project is carried out in 
conjunction with work on the SSDS in general (see project 12.1.2.1. above). 

12.1.2.3. Subjects in s:eecific areas of social statistics (Priority A) 

Descri:etion~ Preparation and revision of international recommendations in 
specific areas of social statistics; development of the relevant sub-systems 
of the System of Social and Demographic Statistics. The following subjects were 
selected for consideration during 1976/77: manpower statistics (jointly with 
ILO), health statistics (jointly with WHO), and housing statistics (jointly 
with the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning). 

12 .1.2 .4. Sub.iects in s:eecific areas of demogra:ehic statistics (Priority .A) 

Description: Preparation and revision of international recommendations in 
specific areas of demographic statistics; development of the demographic 
sub-system of the System of Social and Demographic Statistics. The follO'\'Iing 
subjects were selected for consideration during 1976/77: migration statistics; 
demographic sub-system; and population censuses. 

12.1.3. Statistics for environmental studies and policies (Priority A) 

Description: Study of the statistical requirements for environmental studies and 
policies; participation in the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission 
in the development of a system of environmental statistics; elaboration of the 
concepts, definitions and classifications to be used for the study of 
particular environmental phenomena, and for the purposes of the system as a whole 
(joinU;:;r with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems). 
:UU.ring 1976/77 '1-lork will continue on selected aspects of the system. 

12.1.4. Other statis~l subjects (Priority A) 

Description: vlork on other statistical subjects not included under the preceding 
headings. During 1976/77 \olork may be carried out on regional statistics. 
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12.1.5. Orsanizational and operational subjects (Priority A) 

Description: Use of computers for statistical purposes and othe~ subjects in the 
field of operational techniques of producin~ statistics. The following subjects 
were selected for consideration during 1976/77~ (i) methodology of statistics; 
(ii) long-term development of national and international statistical services. 

12.1.6. Programming' policy-making and co-ordination of statistical activity 
(Priority A 

Description: Work on this project is carried out at the plenar,y sessions of the 
Conference of European Statisticians and at sessional meetings. The work on 
co-ordination of statistical activity covers the statistical work of the 
Economic Commission for Europe and other international organizations in Europe. 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
page 160 

13. - STEEL 

Authority: Programme of work of the Steel Committee, approved by the Committee at 
its forty-third session (ECE/STEEL/13, paras. 41-48 and Annex I). 

13.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

13.1.1. Short-term trends and problems in the steel indust;y (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee at its annual session discusses short-term trends and 
problems in the steel industry and the steel markets. The secretariat prepares, in 
the first half of each year, a provisional version of an annual market review, which 
examines major trends in production, consumption and trade in steel and in 
steel-making ravr materials, and deals with trends in investment and prices; this 
revieiT also includes a more detailed treatment of whatever key questions arise 
during the course of the year, as a basis for discussion in June by the Steel 
Committee 1 s Working Party on the Steel Market. After consideration by the Working 
Party the reyiew is published by the secretariat. 

13.1.2. Long-term prospects for the development of the steel indust;y (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The secretariat \-Till circulate Parts One and Two of the study on 
long-term prospects for steel consumption, production and trade until 1985 and 
outlook for 1990. (b) The Committee will co-operate closely with the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments on the Overall Economic Perspective for the 
ECE Reeion up to 1990. 

13 .1.3. Technical co-operation and international contacts (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee promotes, directly or indirectly, international 
co-operation on economic and technical problems relating to the steel industry 
through: (a) contacts among steel technical and scientific and institutes and 
participation by experts in meetings held on specific technical problems; 
(b) arrangements for international visits by specialists interested in specific 
questions; (c) co-operation with international professional and technical 
organizations concerned 'I'Ti th the various aspects of the steel industry; and 
(d) special attention paid to requirements of developing countries and provision 
oade for experts from those countries to participate in appropriate activities. 

13.1.4. Stu~y tours (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Committee organizes international study tours to examine 
problems of special interest on the basis of a long-term programme. (b) In 1976 
a study tour to France will be organized during September. 

13.1.5. Statistics (Priority A) 

Descri tion: The Committee, through its Working Party on Steel Statistics: 
a advises the secretariat on the preparation and issue of a bulletin providing 

detailed yearly, quarterly and monthly steel statistics on a comparable basis for 
ECE countries and others~ and on the preparation and issue of annual statistics of 
world trade in steel; (bJ examines statistical and methodological questions 
relating to the development of the European steel industry; assists the secretariat 
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in establishing the methodology for ourrent statistics; such as the method of 
calculation of apparent steel consumption; and (d) promotes the collection of steel 
statistics, p~ring particular attention to the improvement .of statistics on stock:s 
and actual consumption of steel. 

13.1.6. Co-operation \'lith other Unfted Nations Bodies (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee also renders assistance to the other regional economic 
commissions, to the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and 
to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) at their request, 
in the field of iron and steel, and contributes to the preparation and documentation 
for international conferences and s,ymposia held from time to time by the 
United Nations in this field. 

13.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

13.2.1. Economic and technical aspects of iron and steel production, trade and 
consumption 

Description: The Committee is undertak:ing the following studies under this heading: 
(i) Structural changes in the iron and steel industr,y (Priority A). Work: will 
continue on this study, initiated by the Committee in 197 4. (ii) The increasing 
use of continuous processes in the iron and steel industr,y. A techno-economic 
evaluation of the present and future situation and application of the continuous 
processes in the iron and steel industr,y; a study to be started in 1976. (iii) The 
scrap study, to be started in 1976 (resources and requirements, preparation supply
demand balance of pig-iron/scrap, and that of scrap/pre-reduced materials, 
long-term outlook: of the scrap industr,y). 

13.2.2. Seminar on the Utilization of Pre-reduced Materials in Iron and Steel Mak:ing 
(Priority A) 

Description: A seminar on this subject will be held in Bucharest (Romania) at 
the invitation of the Romanian Government during May 1976. 

13.2.3. §ymposium analysing the interrelation between the iron and steel indust;y 
and steel consuming sectors tak:ing in·to account the relevant techno-economic 
aspects 

Descriptions (a) A symposium to tak:e place in Geneva during 1977. (b) During 1976 
the secretariat will convene a preparatOl7 meeting. (c) The over-all economic 
coverage of the symposium ~dll be elaborated in close co-operation with the 
Senior Economic Advisers. 

13.2.4. Low-waste and non-waste technology in the iron and steel indust~ 

Description: The Steel Committee vTill co-operate on this topic with the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. 
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14. - TIMBER 

Authority 1 Programme of work of the Timber Committee, approved by the Committee 
at its thirt,y-third session (ECE/TIM/7, paras. 58-60 and Annex II). 

~~ The programme of work and priorities for 1975/76, set out below, covers the 
period between the Committee's thirty-third and thirty-fourth sessions. It also 
contains details of the short-term programmes of work of the Committee's two main 
continuing subsidia.r,y bodies, the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working . 
Techniques and Training of Forest Workers and the Joint FAO/ECE Working Part,y on 
Forest Economics and Statistics. 

Below are listed the projects to be undert&cen in 1975/76. (The joint 
projects for which FAO and ILO are primarily responsible do not figure on this 
list). 

14.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

14.1.1. Forest products market reviews and allied guestions (Priority A) 

Description: (a) The Committee at its thirty-fourth session in 1976 will review 
the market in the ECE region for sawn softwood, hardwoods (including tropical), 
pulpwood, coniferous logs and wood-based panels (plywood, fibreboard and particle 
board). (b) The secretariat will prepare a review of the forest products market 
in the ECE region covering the period 1975 to March 1976. (c) The secretariat will 
prepare the biannual Timber Bulletin for Europe (to be published in ~/June and 
October/November) containing quarterly statistics relating to production, trade 
and prices of the main forest products in Europe and North America. (d) The 
secretariat, jointly with FAO, will complete and publish the study of timber trends 
and prospects in the ECE region, 1950-2000. (e) A study will be prepared on the 
utilization of forest and industrial residues and chips, small-sized wood and bark 
(in connexion with the s.ympoaium on extending the use o£ wood residues to be held 
in Romania in 1976). The Cammi ttee l-rill review at its thirty-fourth session 
developments in the (f) transport and handling (Priority B), and (g) standardization 
of forest products. (b) A special lecture on a subject of interest to the Committee 
will be delivered at its thirty-fourth session. 

14.1.2. Technical and economic aspects of the wood-working industries (Priority A) 

Description: ~ of the Committee's activities in this field are covered by the 
Provisional Group of Experts on the Wood-working Industries, whose sessions will be 
convened on the instructions of the Timber Committee. (a) The fifth session of the 
Provisional Group of Experts will revise the ECE standard for the stress grading 
of coniferous sawnwood, according to the instructions given by the thirty-third 
session of the Committee. (b) The fifth session of the Provisional Group of 
Experts will also discuss a draft ECE standard for finger-jointing of structural 
coniferous sawnwood. (c) A symposium will be held in Romania on extending the use 
of wood residues. (d) A stuqy tour will be held in Spain. 

14.1.3. Increased efficiency in forest operations (Priority A) 

Description: The activities of the Committee in this field are covered by the work 
of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of 
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Forest Workers, which aims at increasing efficienqy in forest operations b,y improving 
the methods of work:, b,y the mecha;nization of forest work and b,y better training of 
forest work:ere and the prevention of accidents. {a) The Joint Committee will hold 
its eleventh session in Finland, with a symposium on the harvesting of a larger 
part of the forest biomass, including clearing aspects. {b) The Study Group on 
Mechanization of Forest Work will hold its seventh session. Part of this session 
will be held with the S:tudy Group on Methods and Organization of Forest Work:. · 
{c) A seminar will be held on the pedagogic and organizational problems of forest 
worlter training. {d) A seminar will be held on practical mathematical methods in 
forest planning and control. 

14.1.4. Forest and forest products economics and statistics 

Description& The activities of the Committee in this field are covered b,y the work 
of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics, which deals 
with various statistical and economics problems at the ECE regional level, which are 
referred to it b,y the Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestr.Y Commission, as 
well as b,y the Conference of European Statisticians. \vork: will continue, as 
recommended b,y the Working Party at its tenth session, on the following itemsa 
(a) environmental benefits of the forest {Priority A); {b) classification and 
definition of forest products (Priority A); (c) conversion factors of forest 
products {Priority A); {d) improvement of international comparability of removal 
statistics {Priority A); {e) forest resource analysis (Priority A); {f) cost and 
price statistics {Priority A); {g) labour statistics in forestr.Y (Priority B); 

!b) improvement of organization and periodicity of statistical data collection 
Priority B)J {i) statistics on consumption and deliveries (Priority B); 
j) end-use statistics {Priority B); {k:) impact of taxation on the efficienqy of 

forest management and on wood supply {Priority B). 
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15. 'mADE 

Authority: Programme of work of the Committee on the Development of Trade, approved 
by the Committee at its twenty-fourth session (ECE/TRADE/123, paras. 70-72, and 
Annex I) 

15.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

15.1.1. Analysis and review of recent trade trends, policies and problems (PriorityA) 

Description: (a) The Committee analyses and reviews European trade, including current 
and prospective developments relating to sub-regional economic groupings, progress 
made towards improving payments arrangements, and the effects of structural changes 
in economic sectors or branches as well as of technical progress on the composition 
and geoerraphical pattern of intra-regional trade; (b) The Committee also analyses 
and reviews the development of inter-regional trade, with special reference to the 
expansion of trade with the developing countries, taking into account co-operation 
with UNCTAD and the other regional economic commissions. In 1976/77 the Committee 
will: (i) continue to analyse and review developments in the fields described above 
on the basis of documentation prepared by the secretariat; (ii) maintain on the 
basis of relevant information notified to the secretariat by ECE Governments an 
up-to-date register of agreements between countries having different economic and 
social systems j_n the field of trade, economic, industrial, scientific and 
technological co-operation; (iii) request the Executive Secretary to prepare a 
study for consideration at the twenty-fifth session of the Committee on the mode of 
operation of a multilateral system of notification of laws and regulations concern
ing foreign trade and changes therein; (iv) invite ECE member countries to notify 
the secretariat pending the conclusion of the study referred to (iii) above of 
such laws and reeula tiona and changes therein. 

15.1.2. Preparation of practical proposals and recommendations for the rem~val~ 
obstacles to the development of in~~r-ECE trade, and especially east-west 
trade remote the ex ansion and diversification of such 
trade 

Description: (a) The Committee carries out studies and takes action in response, 
inter alia, to the request contained in Commission resolution 4 (XXV), with a view 
to the preparation of mutually-acceptable recommendations and practical proposals 
for the removal of economic. administrative, technical and trade-policy obstacles 
to the development of trade between the countries with different economic and social 
systems in the ECE region; (b) The Committee considers, inter alia, problems arising 
in respect of: (i) tariffs, (ii) quantitative restrictions and licensing practices, 
(iii) import priorities and bilateral balancing, (iv) administrative and technical 
regulations affecting trade, (v) p~ments arrangements, (vi) the effects of 
integration policies of sub-regional groupings, (vii) long-term bilateral agree
ments between Governments and related promotional machinery, (viii) marketing and 
improved business contacts and representation, and (ix) exchange of information on 
both short-term and long-term trading and production opportunities. For 1976/77 
the Committee decided: (a) to convene a Second Informal Meeting of Trade Experts 
with the general theme "New developments in east-west trade: Problems and prospects 
in the light of the results of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe" to be held on 26-28 ~ 1976 and to be preceded by a preparatory meeting to 
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be held on 5-6 February 1976; and to invite ECE Governments to communicate to the 
Executive Secretary in advance of the preparatory meeting those topics which they 
would wish to have considered at the Informal Meeting; (b) to review at its 
twenty-fifth session the results of the Informal Meeting; (c) to review at its 
twenty-fifth session an updated and consolidated version of the Inventory of 
administrative restrictions and to consider whether and in which ~ a programme 
of action for the removal or reduction of administrative restrictions could be 
undertaken; (d) to invite ECE member countries to submit, in the first quarter of 
1976, information on those administrative restrictions they would wish to include 
in the consolidated Inventory with a view to issuing this Inventory in the first 
half of 1976; (e) to invite the Commission to request other Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies of ECE to keep the Committee continuously informed about their work on 
administrative and technical barriers to trade in order to enable the Committee to 
refer the study of particular categories of administrative and technical regulations 
to such bodies for examination of means of removing or mitigating any obstacles to 
intra-regional trade arising from them; (f) to recommend ECE member Governments to 
engage, whenever possible, in bilateral consultations on the items listed in the 
Inventory and report on the eventual outcome of those consultations to the 
Committee; (g) to request the Executive Secretary to convene any further ad hoc 
meeting that might be needed in the lig·ht of the discussions at the twenty-fourth 
session of the Committee. 

15.1.3. Promotion of trade thro h multilateral and bilateral scientific, 
technological and industrial co-operation Priority A 

Description: The Committee considers ways and means of promoting multilateral and 
bilateral action which would facilitate and expand trade through scientific, 
technological and industrial co-operation, with particular reference to promoting 
the expansion and diversification of trade in manufactures and the international 
transfer of technology throughout the ECE region. For 1976/77 the Committee 
decided: (a) to request the Executive Secretary to complete his preparations for 
and to convene the Second Meeting of Experts on Industrial Co-operation on 
13-15 October 1976; (b) to continue to consider at its twenty-fifth session, taking 
into account the discussions and decisions at the fifth session of the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology, what further measures could 
be taken for the promotion of scientific, technological and industrial co-operation; 
(c) to jointly sponsor with the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and 
Technology the preparation of a manual on licensing· procedures and related aspects 
of technology transfer in the ECE region. 

15.1.4 Trade problems of less-developed member countries of the ECE (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee undertakes studies and considers action in respect of 
those trade problems that are specific to less-developed ECE member countries. The 
secretariat makes reeular analyses of these problems and publishes the results of 
its studies in the annual Economic Survey of Europe and the Economic Bulletin for 
Europe. The secretariat, in co-operation with the secretariats of UNCTAD and ITC, 
also provides assistance, at the request of the Governments concerned, in the trade 
promotion efforts of these countries, including the formulation of requests for 
assistance from the UNDP, either on a national or reg·ional basis. For 1976/77 the 
Committee decided: (a) to request the Executive Secretary to extend and complete the 
research study; "Intra-European temporary migration of labour: its consequences for 
trade, investment and industrial co-operation (with particular reference to the 
less-developed countries of the ECE region)". 
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15.1.5. Promotion of trade throu h im rovement of international trade rocedures 
and international standardization affecting trade Priority A 

Description: The Committee prepares studies, guides, standard forms and recommend
ations designed to facilitate trade procedures and the international transfer of 
know-how. It reviews and plans the work of the Working Party on Facilitation of 
International Trade Procedures, of the Group of Experts on International Contract 
Practices in Industry and - jointly with the Committee on Agricultrual Problems -
that of the Group of Experts on International Trade Practices relating to 
Agricultural Products. The Committee also takes into account activities in respect 
of governmental policies on standardization conducted directly under the auspices 
of the Commission. For 1976/77 the Committee decided as follows: (a) Facilitation 
of international trade rocedures - to invite the Working Party on Facilitation of 
International Trade Procedures i) to review the procedures required in international 
trade and transport with a view to their rationalization, simplification and 
international harmonization; (ii) to collect and distribute information on trade 
formalities, procedures, documentation and related matters; (iii) to promote the 
development of a common approach to facilitation problems and a common methodolOBY 
for their solution; (iv) to pursue the simplification and standardization of trade 
documentation on the basis of the ECE l~out key including documents designed for 
use in computer and other automatic systems; (v) to promote the standardization of 
data contained in international trade documents, the development of a standard trade 
terminology and uniform codes of trade information for use in modern methods of 
data transmission and processing; and (vi) to promote co-operation between 
international organizations that are in a position to influence the establishment 
of future ADP systems for transmitting data on international trade. 
(b) International contract practices in industry - to invite the Group of Experts 
on International Contract Practices in Industry: (i) to prepare a final version of 
the Guide for Drawing up International Contracts on Industrial Co-operation to be 
published by the secretariat as soon as possible; (ii) to undertake the pre~aration 
of a guide for drawing up international contracts for consortiums; and (iii) to 
continue the action for making the ECE General Conditions o£ Sale better known and 
more widely accepted. (c) Trade aspects o£ international standardization and 
certification procedures - to consider the trade aspects of the activities of the 
Commission's other subsidiary bodies connected with the problems of international 
standardization and certification procedures, including those categories of 
administrative restrictions referred to Government Officials Responsible for 
Standardization Policies under item 15.1.2.(c). 

15.1.6. Promotion of trade thro 
techniques Priority A 

Description: The Committee considers w~s and means of promoting improved marketing 
arrangements, closer business contacts and improved business representation, and a 
more intensive exchange of information on short-term and long-term trading and 
production opportunities. For 1976/77 the Committee decided: (a) to adopt the 
conclusions of the Third Seminar (TRADE/SEM.2/2, para. 35); (b) to take note of 
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the information prepared b,y the secretariat, with a view to making the material 
produced for the ECE Marketing Seminars better lmown and more easily available 
{TRADE/INF.l and TRADE/INF.2); (c) to authorize the secretariat to publish 
document TRADE/INF.2; (d) to convene in early 1977 a fourth Seminar on East-West 
Trade Promotion, Marketing and Business Contacts on a theme to be determined by a 
preparntory meeting on 10 ~ 1976 which will consider a list of proposals drawn 
up by the secretariat on the basis of suggestions made by member Governments; 
(e) to continue to consider at its twenty-fifth session the measures taken to make 
the material produced for the Seminars on East-West Trade Promotion, Marketing and 
Business Contacts better lmown and more easily available; (f) to consider what 
further, practical measures could be taken to promote a ~stematic and fruitful 
exchange of information between ECE countries on marketing in east-west trade. 

15.1.7. Consideration of trade romotion activities and o ortunities ins ecific 
sectors Priority A 

Description: The Committee considers the activities pertaining to trade of the 
Commission's other Principal Subsidiary Bodies, as well as activities pertaining to 
trade which are carried out directly under the auspices of the Commission, with a 
view to exploring and encouraging trade promotion activities and opportunities in 
specific sectors. For 1976/77 the Committee decided: (a) to refer the invitation, 
extended to the Committee by the preparatory meeting for the Symposium of 
International Economic and Technical Co-operation in the Chemical Industry, to 
participate in that Symposium to the Second Meeting of Experts on Industrial 
Co-operation; (b) to note with approval, the possibility of associating the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology with preparations for the 
Meeting of Experts on Industrial Co-operation. 

15.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

15.2.1. Consultations of experts on intra.-Euro;eoo.p, __ ~JI..P.~.Q:f:,f,\l.J.y Qr.s.t-weat 
trade (Priority c) 

Description: In conjunction with the twenty-fifth session of the Committee, an 
opportunity will be provided for consultations between experts of interested 
Governments in the form of bilateral or multilateral talks on specific possibilities 
for the expansion of their countries' trade. 
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16. - WATER PROBLEMS 

Authority: Programme of work of the Committee on Water Problems, approved by the 
Committee at its seventh session (ECEjWATER/12, paras. 58-60 and Annex I) 

16.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

16.1.1. Review and anal sis of existin situation and future 
resource use and development Priority A 

ects for water 

Description: At each plenary session the Committee is to exchange views on major 
trends and policies with regard to water resource use and development. At three to 
five-year intervals, Governments are to prepare country monographs on this subject 
along common lines and to submit statistical data on the use of water in the various 
sectors. These country monoe·raphs should also contain information on the progress 
made in applying the ECE Declaration of Policy on Water Pollution Control 
(Commission resolution 10 (XXI)) as well as on the implementation of the recommend
ations endorsed by the Committee, i.e. the recommendations concerning the 
protection of ground and surface waters against pollution by oil and oil products, 
river basin management, selected water problems and the compilation of balances 
of water resources and needs, the pollution of waters by agriculture and forestry, 
and the use of computer techniques and automation for water resources systems. 

16.1.2. Review of relevant work done and planned in other bodies of the ECE, under 
United Nations ro,Tammes and in other international or anizations 
operating in the ECE region Priority A 

Description: (a) Systematic reviews are made of relevant work done and planned in 
the field of water resources use and water pollution control in the ECE region, or 
conducted elsewhere, under other United Nations programmes, or in other 
international organizations on the basis of information submitted by the 
organizations concerned to the annual sessions of the Committee; (b) close co
operation and, where appropriate, association with other international organizations, 
and in particular with other ECE subsidiary organs, is maintained in activities 
undertaken by them on water aspects in particular user sectors, on the basis of 
annual reviews of relevant programmes and studies. 

16.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

16.2.1. Lone=teiE planning of water management (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Long-term planning of water management (a seminar will be held in 
Bulgaria from 17 to 22 MBy 1976); (b) A study on rational methods of flood control 
planning in river basin development; (c) Preparatory work for the United Nations 
Water Conference and in particular the examination of the report on resources, 
needs and policy options in water use and development in the ECE region (this 
activity will also be carried out by the Group of Experts on Aspects of Water 
Quality and Quantity at its fourth session in June 1976); (d) Consideration of the 
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water management implications in the "Overall economic perspective for the ECE 
region up to 1990" to be prepared by the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments. 

16.2.2. Economics of water resources management (Priority A) 

Description: (a) A study of principles and methods of economic incentives, includ
ing the fixing of fees and charges in water supply and waste water disposal s.ystems. 

16.2.;. Protection of water-related natural environment (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Protection of coastal waters against pollution from land-based 
sources (a seminar will be held in Lisbon from 17 to 22 November 1975); 
(b) Collection and consideration of information on existing national and inter
national standards regarding the quality of receiving waters and effluents; 
(c) A study of the protection of inland waters against accidental pollution by oil 
and oil profu1cts; (d) Collection of information regarding water pollution 
co-efficients. 

16.2.4. Research and technology on water resources management (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Review of the translation of the CMEA Glossary on Water 
Management; (b) Application of s.ystems analysis in water resources management (to 
be developed by a task force). 
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PART VI 

LONG-TERM PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES JroR 1977-1981V 

01. GENERAL 

01.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Description: Annual economic surveys, economic bulletins end special studies are 
to continue to be prepared as background information for the Commission end its 
subsidiary bodies. It is expected that the work of the Commission, its subsidiary 
bodies, end the secretariat on the collection, processing end dissemination of 
statistical data will be further rationalized and streamlined along the lines 
suggested in Commission resolution 1 (XXII). 

01.1.2. The stu of lo term economic trends in the ECE re ·on and the 
development of co-operation Priorit,r A 

Description: Pursuant to Commission resolutions 7 (XXII) and 2 (XXVIII) the 
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments and the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
of the Commission will continue to pay special attention to the study end evaluation 
of long-term trends and policies in the econo~ of the ECE region. 

01.1.;. Co-operation with less-developed countries (Priorit,r B) 

Description: In view of the importance attached by the Commission in operative 
paragraph 6 of the 1967 Declaration to the strengthening of economic relations with 
countries in other regions and to work on problems of the less-developed countries 
members of ECE pursuant to operative paragraph 1 of Commission resolution 8 (XXII) 
and operative paragraph 4 of Commission resolution 1 (XXVIII), it may be expected 
that the relevant work will be intensified in such fields as trade, research and 
economic analysis, agrioul ture, water resources, energy end industry in general. 
The secretariat end subsidiary bodies of the Commission are to devote special 
attention to requests which ~ be received from less-developed countries of the 
ECE region for assistance in studying problems on which the Governments of these 
countries require such assistance and which are within ECE 1 s ter.ms of reference. 
(See also projects 01.1.6., 02.2.;., 08.2.4., 15.1.4.) 

01.1.4. Activities of the Commission in relation to the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (Priority B) 

Description: Co-operation with UNCTln is to continue on problems of common interest 
with the aim of strengthening the United Nations programmes for economic development. 
(See also project 1;.1.7.) 

V Editorial note. The Executive Secretary has made certain adjustments in 
the final text of the Commission's long-term programme of work and priorities for 
1977-1981 in the light of the relevant decisions of the Commission. This appliee 
to the following projects: 01.1.7., 01.2.2., 01.2.3., 01.2.4., 01.2.6. 
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Description: Co-operation with UNIDO is to oontinue on problems of common interest 
w1 th the aim of strengthening the United Nations programmes for industrial 
development. 

01.1.6. Co-operation in United Nations development programmes (Priority C) 

Description: Co-operation will be maintained between the ECE secretariat and the 
Office of Technical Co-operation as well as the United Nations Development Programme 
in the ECE region. The Commission will also oontinue its wrk pursuant to its 
resolution 4 (XVI). 

01.1. 7. EngineerinS industries (Priority :B) 

Description: The series of studies and statistical compilations on trends in 
production, demand and trade in engineering products as well as Seminars on technical 
and economic problems is to be continued on the basis of the decisions reawhed at 
ad hoc Meetings of Experts on Engineering Industries and taking into account the 
ove~l priorities agreed upon b,y the Commission in operative paragraph 3 of its 
resolution 5 (XXIV) and in its decisions I (XXVIII), H (XXIX), I (XXX) and J (XXXI). 

01.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

01.2.1. Promotion of industrial oo-operation (Priority A) 

Description: The Commission is expected to consider this problem at its sessions in 
1977-19~1 having before it studies prepared b,y the secretariat and reports on the 
relevant action b,y its Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies concerned, in particular b,y the 
Committee on the Development of Trade. 

01.2.2. General energy problems in the ECE region (Priority A) 

Description: In view of the changes occurring in the pattern of use and production 
of the different forms of energy in the ECE region (particularly the growing · 
importance of nuclear energy and the growing recognition of importance of energy 
conservation) the need is expected to continue for special studies not only with 
respect to each energy source considered separately but also for the energy econoley' 
of the region as a whole. The secretariat will continue to prepare studies in this 
field and bring significant new developments in the energy sector to the attention 
of the Commission pursuant to its decisions F (XXVII), E (XXIX), F (XXX), C (XXXI) 
and G (XXXI). 

01.2.3. Tourism (Priority A) 

Description: Taking into account operative paragraph 5 of the 1967 Declaration and 
the reports presented to the twenty-third and twenty-fourth sessions of the 
Commission, and in particular the conclusions arising from the Symposium on the 
Planning and Development of the Tourist Industr,y (held in the autumn of 1975 in 
Yueoslavia), it is expected that the Commission will devote special attention to 
problems in this field, that the secretariat in its research work will continue 
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its analyses of tourism developments, that the relevant Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies 
will examine related problems in their fields of competence which may be referred 
to them, and that co-operation with the international organizations concerned 
including WTO and with the United Nations bodies concerned with tourism will be 
further developed pursuant to Commission decisions A (~TIII), I (XXIX) and K (XXXI). 

01.2.4. Standardization (Priorit,y B) 

Description: In the light of the results of the Fourth Meeting of Governmental 
Officials Responsible for Standardization Policies to be convened in 1976, work 
will be intensified along the lines indicated in Co.mmission resolution 3 (XXII) and 
its relevant decisions especially G (XXVIII), F (XXIX), G (XXX) and H (XXXI) in 
co-operation with the international organizations concerned, in particular the 
ISO and IEC. 

01.2.5. Im lamentation of the Declaration on the Conversion 
the resources released by disarmament Priority C 

eaceful needs of 

Description: Provided the required information ia made available by Governments, 
the secretariat may undertake at the request of the Commission studies on certain 
aspects of problema specified in General Assembly resolution 1931 (XVIII). 

01.2,6. Automation (Priority B) 

DescriJtion: Pursuant to Commission decisions J (XXV), H (XXVIII), G (XXIX), 
H (XXX and I (XXXI), the Working Party on Automation will continue to undertake 
studies on techno-economic aspects of automation with particular emphasis on 
problems arising for management through the introduction of automation in 
predominantly labour-intensive industries. 

02. AGRICULTURE 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Committee 
on Agricultural Problems at its twenty-seventh session (ECE7AGRI/21, paras. 77-79 
and Annex II) • 

02 .1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

02,1.1. Review of the current situation in agriculture and trade in agricultural 
products (Priority A) 

Description: It is expected that the Committee will continue to review the general 
agricultural situation in the ECE region (including trade and the market situation 
of the major commodities), using as background material reports prepared by the 
secretariat and a secretariat summar,y of countr,y statements. It is also expected 
that special in-depth discussions of production, consumption and trade of selected 
commodities (particularly those dealt with under project 02.2.3.) will continue 
to be organized periodical~. 
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02.1.2. Examination of long-term developments in agriculture (Priority A) 

Description: It is expected that the Committee will continue to review from time 
to time selected long-term development trends in agriculture, and for this purpose 
will request the secretariat to continue to prepare reports on output, expenses 
and income of agriculture, and similar studies. 

02.1.3. Measures to facilitate trade in agricultural products (Priority A) 

Description: Continuation of the wrk on standardization is foreseen (including 
revisions of established standards), especially with respect to eggs, cut flowers, 
fresh, dry and dried fruit and vegetables, and quick frozen fruit and vegetables, 
fruit pulps and fruit juices, and packaging for fruit and vegetables. Work on 
international trade practices relating to agricultural products (project 02.2.4.) 
is also expected\ to continue. The Working Party on Standardization of Perishable 
Produce will meet once a year, and Groups of Experts and ad hoc meetings will be 
convened as necessary. 

02.1.4. Exchange of technical information and experience (Priority A) 

Description: (a) Mechanization of agriculture: The FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Mechanization of Agriculture, in the context of its annual meetings, is expected 
to continue its wrk on more general problems of mechanization (such as the review 
of recent developments and changes, the methodology of forecasting, environmental 
aspects and energy problems, all of these subjects to be dealt with from the 
viewpoint of agricultural mechanization) and on specific technical subjects which 
are of interest to Governments. 

(b) Agrarian structure and farm rationalization: The programme of future work for 
this area of activity will be formulated at the constituent meeting of the new 
joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization in 
October 1976. It is expected that the meetings of the new bo~ will take place at 
intervals of about 18 months (as was formerly the case with the ECE Group of Experts 
on Farm Rationalization). 

(c) Distribution of informative material: Distribution through the secretariat of 
lists of agricultural films, technical reports and publications, bibliographies and 
similar material supplied by countries and international organizations participating 
in the wrk of the Committee or its subsidiary bodies. 

(d) The Committee is also expected to continue to organize the exchange of 
information on various technical and economic problems relating to agriculture by 
making use of rapporteurs, questionnaires, symposia (organized jointly with FAO), 
stu~ tours, etc., Which ~ give rise to new ad hoc projects, in addition to those 
listed below. 
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02.1.5. Agricultural statistics (Priority A) 

Description: Continuation of work on methodological aspects and improved 
comparability of agricultural statistics b,y the Study Group on Food and 
Agricultural Statistics, sponsored ey the Committee on Agricultural Problems, FAO 
and the Conference of European Statisticians, The following major subjects are 
expected to be studied: economic accounts for agriculture; production and 
utilization statistics for selected products; employment statistics in agriculture; 
trilingual glossar,y of terms used in agricultural statistics; farm book-keeping 
data (methodology and possible harmonization with other agricultural statistics). 

02.1.6. Environmental problems related to agriculture (Priority A) 

Description: On a continuing basis, selected environmental problems relating to 
agriculture will be dealt with qy the FAO/ECE Working Party on Mechanization of 
Agriculture (see project 02.1.4.(a)). The Committee will continue to receive 
periodically information on relevant environmental activities of ECE, FAO and 
some other international organizations. Other environmental problems will be 
dealt with, occasionally, on an ad hoc basis (see project 02,2.l.(a)). 

02.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

02.2.1. §ympoeia (Priority A) 

Descri tion: (a) Symposium on the effects of pollution on vegetation (crops and 
forests : This symposium, provisionally scheduled for 1978, will be organized 
jointly with the Timber Committee and FAO, with the assistance of the 
Senior Advisers on Environment and UNEP; 

(b) Sym.posium on economic and technological aspects of sugar beet production: 
This s,r.mposium is provisionally scheduled for 1978 and might be held in the USSR; 
the programme is still to be elaborated; 

(c) Symposia on problems relating to the use of chemicals or biological 
innovations: Topics and dates to be decided qy the Committee; 

(d) Sym.posium on marketing problems: Topics and date to be decided b,y the 
Committee. 

02.2.2. Technical reports (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee is expected to continue the practice of selecting 
economic and technical subjects for reports to be prepared b,y national rapporteurs. 
At present the following reports are already included in the programme of work: 
(a) Economic and technological aspects of pork production: revision of the draft 
report, if required; (b) The present situation with regard to triticale: 
~ending the decision by the Committee at its twenty-eighth session; 
(c) Technical and economic situation of large-scale holdings for the raising of 
cattle, pigs and sheep: pending the decision by the Committee at its 
twenty-eighth session. 
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Description: (a) The market outlook for high-value agricultural products such as 
flowers: secretariat study based on questionnaire to be submitted to the 
twenty-ninth session; (b) one or two studies to be prepared b.Y the secretariat on 
as yet unspecified subjects. 

02.2.4. Interna.tiona.l Agricultural Tra.de Practices (Priority A) 

Description: Under the auspices of the Working Party on Standardize. tion of 
Perisha.ble Produce and its Group of Experts on International Trade Practices 
Relating to Agricultural Products work will continue a.imed at the harmonization 
and upda. ting of existing ECE genera.l condi tiona of sale for a.gri cultural products. 

02.2.5. Study tours and field trips (Priority A) 

Description: It is expected tha.t interested Governments will continue to organize 
study tours or field trips on problems rela. ted to the Committee 1 s progra.mme. The 
delegation of the United States of America invited the FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Mecha.niza.tion of Agriculture to hold its 1977 session in the United States, this 
session to be followed by a study tour. The delegations of Belgium and 
Czechoslovakia are envisaging the possibility of arranging study tours for the 
Working Pa.rty in 1978 and 1979 respectively. 

03. CHEMICALS 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, ~~~~PJ>roved b.Y the 
Chemical Industry Committee at its eighth session (ECE/CBEMfll, parae. 30-37 and 
Annex II). 

0} .1. CONTnroiNG PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

03.1.1. Periodic surve:ys of the chemical industr;y (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue to study key developments in the chemical 
industry in the Annua.l Reviews and the five-year study of Ma.rket Trends and Prospects 
prepared by the secretariat utilizing information provided by Governments. 

0}.1.2, Statistics (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue to promote the collection of statistics 
on a comparable basis regarding the chemical industry, its ra.w material sources 
and its markets, and publish the Annual Bulletin of Exports and the Annua.l Bulletin 
of Imports. 

03.1.;. Co-operation with the international organizations (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee will continue to render assistance to other 
United Nations bodies at their request, in the field of the chemical industr,r, and 
to contribute to the preparation and documentation of international conferences 
and symposia., held by the United Nations in this field. 
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03.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS ANJ) ACTD!ITIES 

A number of activities included in the short-term programme of work for 1976/1977 
under this item will continue during the period covered by the present long-term 
programme, and additional projects will be undertaken as resources permit on 
proble.ms of particular and widespread interest. 

03.2.1. Economic and technological developments in the chemical industry 

Description: The Committee will continue to study specific aspects of economic and 
technological developments in the chemical industr.y, such as: minimal and optimal 
capacities of units of production and problems arising from the growing size of 
units of production for a number of principal chemical products; factors determining 
the establishment of chemical industries; systems of programming and long-term 
planning for chemical industr.y development; ways and means and effects of 
international division of labour in the field of the chemical industr.y; evaluation 
of the present techno-economic efficiency of the production of heavy hydrocarbons 
and synthetic gases from coal; the chemical industr.y and its role in the world's 
future food supply; electrochemical technologies - present situation and future 
possibilities; future developments in the synthetic fibres industr.y; fermentation 
technology, including the production of synthetic proteins; long-term developments 
in the market for synthetic rubber and elastomers; the role of che.micals in 
agriculture, automotive and construction industries. 

03.2.2. Raw materials for the chemical indust;y (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue to study problems related to the 
availability of raw materials for the chemical industr.y. The topic "Trends in the 
Search for New Coal-baaed Raw Materials" may be treated in a seminar. During 1978 
a symposium on "The Use of Wastes from High Polymer Products, especially Plastics 
and Synthetic Fibres, as Secondar.y Raw Materials" is scheduled to be held in the 
German Democratic Republic under the auspices of the Committee. Other topics for 
future projects are: replacement of traditional raw materials by natural products 
(cellulose) or those from the sea. 

03.2.3. Environmental problema (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue to examine environmental problems related 
to the chemical industr.y particularly in respect of air and water pollution and the 
use of water resources, such as: use of chemical treatments for reducing atmospheric 
pollution by sulphur oxides and gaseous pollutants in general; measures for the 
discharge of toxic wastes and recycling of solid wastes arising from chemical 
industr.y operations; study of the noxious effects of specific chemical substances, 
such as polyvinylchloride; advantages of solid wastes for fertilizer production; 
technologies for non-waste production or use of waste as a raw material; an analysis 
of current pollution standards existi~ in various member countries (as recommended 
by the Helsinki Seminar on Fertilizers). 

03.2.4. Utilization of chemical products (Priority A) 

Descriptiga: The Committee will study questions related to the extension of areas 
of utilization of chemical products such as the development of industries which are 
major consumers of chemical products and the replacement of natural products by 
synthetics. 
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Authorit~' Lone-term proeramme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Coal 
Committee at its seventy-first session (ECE/COAL/14, paras. 65-68 and ;nnex II) • 

. 04.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS .AND ACTIVITIES 

The continuine projects and activities in the work proeramme for 1976/77, 
listed under 04.1. are identical with those in the work proeramme for 1977-1981. 
As continuing projects they appear, by definition, in the long-term as well as the 
short-term list. 

04.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS .AND ACTIVITIES 

04.2.1. Coal trade problems 

Description : The ·working Party on Coal Trade will study the followine problems : 
(a) effect of lone·-term enerey policies on demand for ookine coal by sectors other 
than the iron and steel industry (Priority B); (b) long-term coking coal demand 
(Priority B); (c) prospective developments of production capacities of coking coal 
mines and coke oven plants (Priority B); (d) the world cokine coal market, trade 
flows, trade volume and main determining factors (Priority B); (e) indieenous versus 
imported cokine coal - the impact of coste, prices, fluctuations of exchanee rates, 
quality and security aspeo. ts of the pros~ects of presently more expensive indigenous 
cokine coal production (Priority B); (f) expected developments in the coste of 
metallureical coke (Priority B)i (e) location and inteeration of new cokine 
operations (Priority B); (h) factors supporting or opposine a balanced growth of 
demand for and supply of cokine coal and coke in the world, in the lone run 
(Priority B); (i) means of copin~ with business cycles and their impact on the 
supply of cokine coal (Priority B); (j) role of coal in the energy market 
(Priority A). 

04.2.2. Statistical problems 

Description: The Group of Experts on Coal Statistics will study the following 
problems: (a) application of statistical methods to the selection of methode of 
working and of seams to be worked in order to optimize planned profitability 
(Priority A); (b) comparative analysis of national systems of accountine labour 
consumption in the coal industry (Priority A); (c) statistical methods applied to 
coal preparation and coal blending for market purposes (Priority B); (d) use of 
computers for solvine statistical problems of the European coal industries 
(Priority B); (e) preparation of consumption statistics br.oken down by sector, 
including statistics on the processing of coal into secondary energy sources 
(Priority B) • 

04.2.3. Coal-miniug problems 

Description: The Group of Experts on Productivity and Management Problems in the 
Coal Industry will study the followine problems: (a) mechanization and automation 
of road-driving in rook and coal (Priority A); (b) transport systems in open-cast 
mines (Priority A); (c) qualifications required at present or to be required in the 
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future for mine-workers and coal-industry scientific and technical executive 
personnel; possibilities and methods of encouraging executive personnel to work in 
the coal indus try (Priority B) ; (d) concentration underground and at the pi the ad 

!Priority B); (e) mechanization and automation of face work (Priority B); 
f) methods of working coal seams of medium thickness (about 1-2 m) (Priority B); 
g-) methods of working thick coal seams {more than about 2m) (Priority B); 

{h) choice of methods of workin~ coal seams according to natural, technical and 
economic conditions (Priority B); {i) organization, methods and criteria for the 
optimization of work combining coal production and use (Priority B); {j) methods and 
possibilities of reducing rocks in run-off coal (Priority B); (k) recent 
developments in the support of face ends and at the junctions between face and access 
roadways {Priority C) ; ( 1) the utilization in respect of time of equipment, mining 
systems and manpower in underground mining operations {Priority C); (m) methods and 
techniques of computerized planning, with particular reference to methods of 
forecasting production cost and coal prices, and selection of criteria and methods 
applicable in long- and short-term optimization {Priority C); (n) structure of 
management in the coal industry, ita development and efficiency {Priority C); 
(o) methods and means of control of coal and gas outbursts in mines {Priority c). 

04.2.4. Utilization and pre~aration of solid fuels 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of Solid 
Fuels will study the following problems: {a) automation of coking plants, and use 
of computers, not only in the design stage, but also for the optimization and 
control of process (Priority A); (b) mechanization and automation of 
coal-preparation plants {Priority A); {c) technical experience and environmental and 
economic effects of the introduction of dry cooling of coke {Priority B); 

!d) utilization of coal for the long-distance heating of towns and cities 
Priority C); {e) preparation of coal intended for the domestic sector (Priority C); 
f) preparation of brown coals according to their various applications {Priority C); 

(g) current position and recent developments relating to the control of atmospheric 
and water pollution caused by the operation and products ,~f coking plants 
(Priority C ) • 

05. ENVmONMENT 

Author! ty: Report of the fourth session of the Senior .Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Environmental Problems {ECE/ENV /1;, paragraph 78 and Annex II). 

At their second session, the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems agreed to include the Draft Proposals for Drawing up a 
Long-term Programme of Work in their Report on that session. These draft 
proposals -which consist of criteria and broad subject areas for the formulation 
of the long-term programme of work - were elaborated by the ad hoc Meeting on the 
Development of a Long-term Programme of Work (ENV/AC.l/2, Annex II). At their 
fourth session, the Senior Advisers agreed to include in the report the unchanged 
draft proposals for drawing up a long-term programme of work. 
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CRITERIA 

(i) Relevance to the Terms of Reference; 

(ii) Breadth of concern among ECE member cquntries; 

(iii) Urgency and the extent to which the project meets the needs of 
ECE member countries; 

(iv) Likelihood of the project leading to practical results; 

(v) Relevance to on-going and planned activities of ECE and other 
international organizations; 

(vi) Extent to which a mul ti-dieciplinary approach is required. 

BROAD SUBJECT AREAS 
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(i) Exchange of information and views on environmental policies and 
strategies applied in ECE countries and on progress made in solving 
environmental problema; 

(ii) Co-operation within the ECE on environmental problema and co-operation 
with other international organizations; 

(iii) Review of activities of the Working Party on Air Pollution Problema; 

(iv) Methode of environmental analysis; 

(v) Relationships between technology and environment; 

(vi) Environmental protection and improvement on the basis of long-term 
planning, with particular emphasis on land use and ecological 
considerations; 

(vii) Transboundar,r environmental problema; 

(viii) Consideration of environmental quality objectives and of the 
harmonization of standards. 

06. ElECTRIC POWER 

Authority: Long-term prograli)Dle of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the 
Committee on Electric Power at its thirty-fourth session (ECE/EP/17, paras. 63-64 
and .Annex II). 

06.1. CONTDIDING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

The continuing ~rojecte and activities included in the programme of work for 
1977-1981 (item 06.1) are the same as those listed in the programme of work for 
1976/77· Since they are continuing, they naturally appear in both the short-term 
and the long-term lists of projects and activities. 
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06.2. Ad Hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

06.2.1. Planning and operation of large pow~r syste~. 

Descr~pti.£!l: The Group of Experts on Problems of Planning and Operating· Large 
Power Systems is expected to complete its current studies and to undertake new 
studies on the following subjects: (a) medium-term and long-term prospects for the 
electric power industry in the ECE region, time horizon 1905-1990 (Priority A); 
(b) interconnexion of the electric power transmission systems of countries of the 

ECE region (Priority A) ; ( c ) examination of economic and technical aspects of 
interconnexion of the electric power transmission systems of the countries of 
eastern and western Europe by means of very long, high-capacity transmission lines 
(Priority A); (d) examination of the optimum future structure for the European 
interconnexion system, time horizon 1990 (Priority A); (e) economic problems 
involved in integrating nuclear power stations into electric power systems 
(Priority A); (f) economic problems involved in integrating lar~e-capacity power 
stations and units into electric power systems (Priority A); (g) problems 
presented by pumped-storage power stations as important components of electric 
power systems (Priority A); (h) methods and criteria applicable to the design 
and planning of large power systems (Priority A); (i) long-distance transmission 
of large quantities of electricity (Priority B); (j) economic problems presented 
by the introduction of new techniques for the transmission of electricity 
(Priority B); (k) arrangements envisaged for the supply of electricity to large 
towns and large industrial centres (Priority C); (1) creation of load during 
periods of low demand (Priority C). 

06.2.2. Electric power stations 

Description: The Group of Experts on Electric Power Stations is expected to 
complete its current studies and to undertake new studies on the following 
subjects : 

A. Conventional thermal power stations 

(a) Principles adopted in different countries for the definition of statistical 
indexes of operational performance in electric power and heat production 
(Priority A); {b) economic conditions and technological procedures for measures 
designed to save fuel in electric power and heat production; future prospects 
(Priority A); (c) economic and technical problems involved in the long-distance 
transport of heat produced by combined-production thermal power stations 
(Priority A); (d) the role of gas-turbine power stations in covering the variable 
part of the load curve (Priority A); (e) economic problems presented by the 
introduction of new techniques of electric power generation (Priority B); 
(f) determination of the optimum size for electric power generating units 
(Priority B); (g) automation of the operation of thermal power stations 
(examination of ways and means of evaluating the economic effectiveness resulting 
from automation in thermal power stations) (Priority B); (h) reduction of sulphur 
dioxide emissions from the boilers of large thermal power stations (Priority B); 
(1) methods recommended for improving the availability of large units at 
thermal power stations (Priority B); (j) experience gained in the operation of 
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units havin~ a rated capacity of 200 MW or above at thermal power stations 
(Priority B); (k) problems concerning the desien, production and operation of 
hi@h-capaci ty thermal power unite which use a wide range of fuel, which are highly 
manoeuvrable and which can be used to cover the half-peak of the load curve 
(Priority B); (1) problems concerning· the design, equipment and operation of 
installations for the extraction and dry discharge of ash at thermal power stations 
using solid fuel (Priority B). 

B. Nuclear power stations (Priority A) 

(a) Experience gained in the operation of nuclear power stations and conventional 
thermal power stations; (b) use of nuclear power stations for the combined 
production of thermal energy and electric power; (c) methods used in training· 
personnel for new nuclear power stations. 

c. aydroelectric schemes 

(a) Problems presented by pumped-etora.~e power stations as important components of 
electric power systems (Priority A); {b) methods of evaluating the economic 
effectiveness of conventional hydroelectric power stations and pumped-storage 
hydroelectric power stations used to cover the variable part of the load curve, 
with a view to optimizing their operation (Priority B); (c) trends in planning 
the use, for power production purposes, of existing· and new multi-purpose 
hydroelectric power stations; methode used and instructions adopted to improve 
their operation (Priority B); (d) methodological principles for optimizing· the 
date of entry into service of pum~ed-storage power stations in a developing mixed 
electric power system (Priority B); (e) evaluation of hydroelectric potential in 
Europe (Priority B); (f) scope for harnessing more of the hydroelectric potential 
at existing or future storage power stations (Priority C); (g) means of making 
the beet use of the irregularity of stream flow to increase the overall 
effectiveness of hydroelectric power stations (Priority C). 

D. Other problems 

(a.) Gradual substitution of electricity of nuclear origin for fossil fuels at 
the consumer level (Priority A); (b) use of dry cooling towers at conventional 
thermal power stations and nuclear power stations (Priority B); (c) research into 
the utilization of heat discharged by condensing·-steam electric power stations 
(a symposium might be held on this subject) (Priority B); (d) economic and 
technical problems in space heating (Priority B). 

06.2.3. Relationship between electricity and the environment 

~9ription: The Group of Experts on the Relationship Between Electricity and 
the Environment is expected to complete ita current studies and to undertake 
new studies on the following subjects: (a) information for the general public 
concerning the integration into the environment of installations used for the 
production, transmission and distribution of electricity (Priority A); 
(b) effects of thermal discharges from electric power stations into watercourses 
and reservoirs, and regulations in force in various countries (Priority A); 
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(c) effects. of' polluted water on the cooling systems of' thermal power stations 
(Priority A); (d) utilization of' waste heat from thermal and nuclear power 
stations (Priority A); (e) international harmonization of' standards concerned with 
methode of' calculating, measuring and monitoring pollution caused by electric power 
installations (Priority A); (£) biological effects of' the electromagnetic field 
of' u 1 tra-high-vo 1 tage power linea (Priority B) ; (g) environmental aapec ta of' the 
cooling systems of' thermal power stations (Priority B); (h) economic and 
ecological comparisons between sources of' energy (electricity, gas, district 
heating, etc.) used for urban and industrial heating and for technological purposes 
(Priority B); (i) relationship between emissions and immiaiona of' pollutants from 
electric power stations (Priority B); (j) impact on the electric power industry of' 
the introduction, for environmental reasons, of' electrically driven vehicles 
(Priority C ) • 

06.2.4. Distribution of' electric power and rural electrification 

Description; The Group of' Experts on Distribution and Rural Electrification is 
expected to complete ita current studies and to undertake new studies on the 
following subjects, orienting them and possibly adapting them to priority 
objectives: (a) comparative analysis of' methods used in forecasting the demand 
for supply capacity and for electric power in rural areas (Priority A); 
(b) distribution by underground cable networks in rural and suburban areas 
(Priority A); (c) examination of' the structure of' electric power distribution 
networks taking into account the increase in load (Priority A); (d) influence of' 
the development of' electric heating in rural dwellings, especially farms, on 
electricity consumption and on the load of' rural electric power networks 
(Priority B); (e) level of' reliability of' supply through rural networks and ita 
influence on the coat of' modernizing and strengthening such networks (Priority B); 
(£) new trends in the development of' electric power consumption in agricultural 
production and rural households, including tariff' questions (Priority B); (g) the 
most important electrically operated installations and appliances for the thermal 
processes on farms (Priority B); (h) use of' electric power in agricultural 
production technology (Priority B); (i) integration of electric power distribution 
lines into the natural environment (Priority c). 

06.2.5. Scientific research in the electric power indust;r 

Description; Future Meetings of Directors of Institutes and Organizations engaged 
in Research in the Field of Electric Power will deal with the following subjects: 
(a) exchange of information on the organization, objectives and results of research 
in the field of' electric power in the ECE region (Priority A); (b) application of 
new technologies in the field of' electric power (Priority B); (i) improvement of') 
technology for the pre~aration and combustion of' low-grade coal in power stations 
with large units; (ii) improvement of' dry cooling technology; (c) relationship 
between electricity and the environment (Priority B); (i) interaction between 
warming of' the water, self-purification processes and the oxygen balance in 
watercourses; (ii) methodological problems of river hydrobiology in relation to 
hot-water discharges from electric power stations; (iii) experiments in the use 
of warm water in fresh-water or salt-water aquiculture; (iv) effects produced on 
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microclimates by thermal discharges into the atmosphere from wet and dry cooling 
towers at electric power stations; (v) methods of reducing pollution by·sulphur and 
nitrogen oxides produced at thermal power stations; {vi) comparison of physical 
modelling and numerical simulation methods for studying the effects of thermal 
discharges on the atmosphere and on surface water; (vii) development of 
techniques for utilizing ash from the combustion of coal; (d) measures designed 
to increase efficiency in the ~eneration, transmission, distribution and use of 
electric power (Priority B); \i) the desirability of introducing mixed thermal 
cycles in electric power stations, and estimation of their potential efficiency; 
(ii) economic and technical prOblems presented by the use of low-potential heat; 
(iii) the role of combined electric power and heat production in increasing the 
efficiency of power stations; (iv) the role of fundamental research in developing 
the use of electricity in industrial processes. 

06.2.6. Other problems 

Description: The Committee is expected to complete its current studies and to 
undertake new studies on the following subjects: (a) rational use of electric 
power (Priority A); (b) impact of load-curve coverage problems upon the future 
structure of electric power systems (Priority A); (c) problems presented by . 
international standardization in the field of electric power (in close 
co-operation with the Meeting of Government Officials Responsible for Standardization 
Policies) (Priority A); (d) methods now in use for covering peak loads 
(Priority B) ; (e) preparation of a terminolof sui ted to the needs of the 
Committee on Electric Power (Priority B); (f harmonization of methods of 
accounting for hydraulic and nuclear energy in energy balances (Priority B). 

01. ~ 

Authority: IDng-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the 
Committee on Gas at its twenty-second session (ECE/GAS/21, paras. 57-61 and 
Annex II). . 

07.1. CONTniDnlG PROJECTS AND ACTIVITJES 

The continuing projects and activities in the work programme for 1976/77, 
listed under 07.1. are identical with those in the work programme for 1977-1981. 
As continuing projects they appear, by definition, in the long-term as well as in 
the short-term list. 

01. 2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVIT JES 

07.2.1. Problems in the use and distribution of gas 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Use and Distribution of Gas is expected 
to complete studies under way and initiate work on the following studies : 
(a) the use of gas in processes in iron and steel making {oxygen-assisted melting, 
decarbonization and refining without smoke emission, etc.) (Priority B); (b) the 
use of gas in certain beating operations serving a very wide range of purposes; 
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such as steam generation in high-capacity boilers, and heat treatment in the 
metallurgical and mechanical industries (Priority C); (c) economic and technical 
problems relating to the application of remote-·control methods to gas distribution 
systems (Priority B); (d) various uses of liquefied petroleum gases (Priority B); 
(e) gas utilization plans which result from bringing a major gas field into 
production or opening· a high capacity gas pipeline (Priority B); (f) the use of 
mathematical models and calculation techniques for distribution systems 
(Priority B); (g·) the use of NG for direct reduction of iron ores (Priority B); 
(h) the use of gas in agriculture, horticulture and stockbreeding (Priority B). 

· 07.2. 2. Problems of trans:eort and storage o~ 

Description: The Group of Experts on the Transport and Storage of Gas is expected 
to complete studies under way and initiate work on the following studies: (a) the 
economic aspects of non-metallic and aluminium pipes used for the transpor·t of 
gas (Priority B); (b) economic aspects of the code of pipelines material 
(Priority B); (c) basic ~rinci~les of managing international gas pipelines 
(dispatching) (Priority A); (d) the economics of long-distance transmission of 
gas by pipeline (Priority A); (e) survey of the economics of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) (Priority A); (f) economic aspects of the transportation of cooled gas 
(-50 to -75°C) by pipelines (Priority A); (g) methods of prolonging the life of 
pipelines (Priority B); (h) economic and technical aspects of the transportation 
of huge amounts of gas over pipelines of large diameters for very long distances 
(Priority B); (i) survey of technical and economic considerations associated 
with providing security storage for gas and the selection of o~timum locations 
to maximize security for the ECE region as a whole (Priority B). 

07.2.3. Statistical and forecasting problems 

Description: The Group of Experts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting Problems is 
ex~ected to complete studies under way and initiate work on the following subjects: 
(a) influence of climatological conditions on gas demand, especially with 
reference to heating loads in dwellings (Priority B); (b) elaboration of flow 
diagrams (Priority B); (c) programmes of forecasting gas demand, particularly 
"the forecasting of gas demand and its place in gas supply planning" (Priority B). 

07.2.4. Problems of evaluation and exploitation of natural gas reserves 

Description: The Group of Experts is expected to completefue studies under way 
and initiate work on the following: (a) relationship between optimization of gas 
reservoir exploitation (on the basis of technical and economic criteria) and gas 
reserves (Priority B); (b) the economic and technical aspects of gas recovery 
from fields in off-shore areas (Priority C). 

07.2.5. Other problems 

Description: The Committee is expected to consider the initiation of the 
following studies and the need for relevant ad hoc meetings: (a) legal aspects of 
international gas transport (Priority C); (b) telemetering devices and the 
economic criteria for their use in the &as industr.f (Priority C); (c) development 
of standardization in the gas industry (Priority C); (d) application of 
information techniques to gas and gas industry operations (Priority C); 
(e) investments in the gas industry and their financing requirements (Priority A). 
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t~11.tJ1s>.r.:i.:tc r~o:,lg-·tel"'ll :;l·ogramme of' uork for 19·, '/- ·1?1.31., as c::p1)roved by the Committee 
m:.\ Hou:::d.r·tl, Bt1ildi:1c a•ld :n.a:lTdng c..t i t~J thir·tiy-si::th :-Jensio;.1 (ECE/HBP/1~, 
;;>arao. 0':'··60 cr.u:l. A:.Hex IV). 

08 .1. CON'l1DnJIHG PROJECTS AlTD AC1fiVITiiJS 

00.1.1. 

P~...t22}-",.ipjiion: The Committee 11ill, at each plenal"Y :::essio:1, e:::change vie,1s on 
current houoi:•.lg, building £l.nd p1mminc tre~1do n'J.d policieD, incJ.ud:i.ns env5.ronmeutal 
aopecto. Every second ~'eS.l' (even yeal.'D), the dir:cunnion 1d.ll be baood on 
com1;rohe:1:;i vo con: :.tl'".)'' mo:10Cl'c,phs p1•cpared alonG comm<n linea e~1d circulo ted in 
advm1ce of the .:.:end.o:&l. In intermediete yearu, :10teo uiJ.J. bo circulatecl, bringin0 
the mo:.1ographo up 'to Clate. Th!:! Committee llill aloo discmw i:.1 de:!th, at each plenar·.7 
oeosion, a aelectecl on'bject of' tovical intereot to membe:L' Governne:.-:.-1;::;. 

Deocl·i·)tio:1: The Committee, in conjunction l:/i th the Conf'ere:;.1ce of European 
'Sii"tTotic)"'i:Uls, Hill analyse na tiont>l vractice in the 1970 cenmwe::: <md :?re11are 
draft recommendations for the 1980 censuseo. 

P.!E.c..;r}:F.tion; In o:; .. ·der to observe trends and achievements on the s~1ot, the Commi tte0 
\dll J.?romote comprehenoi ve stud;;· tours to member cott:1tries, orGanized in com1e~:ioa 
1dth its annual seosiono. In 1917 a otudy tour Hill be ora-a ized L1 the German 
Democratic Re:9ublic. The Committee uill also maintain close co-operation \d th 
intemo. tional technical ancl !)rofessional organizations l·tor!dnc· in releted fields 
of compete'.1.Ce. 

08.2. !_Cl1?..2£ PROJECTS MID ACTIVITIES 

Des9,Fiptj._2ll: (a) The ~.ror::ing· Party will continue methodologio.:..l Horl~ o;.1 asseosi:i:lG 
houoi;:tr, needs (Priority A); (b) A study on major trendo in houoing policies in 
ECE countries v1ill be :9repared and a oeminar held on this subject in JtUte 15Tf in 
Finla:.1d (Priority A); (c) A otudy on the rela.tionship bet\•1een housincr and the 
national economy uill be continued (Priority A). Work vdll continue in the field 
of' (cl) vroe;ramminc· of' housing (Pl"iori ty A); (e) f'inancinrr of housing (i?l"iori ty A) 
(f) persvectives fol.' long-term houoinc," requirements (Priority A). ilol•:.r. on the 
follmling projectr:; me_y be cc..rried out: (c) manag·ement of housing· (Priority B)~ 
(h) rela tionshipo betueen housing policy and tmm Mel ootmtl"'Y plannii1G', ui th 
particular l'efcre;,1ce to the mobility of houoholdo (Priority B); (i) housing 
policy rola tecl to the bu.il t environme:1t (Priority B) i (j) 'J.'he ilo:."::i;1g Party, at 
each r;esaio:.1, uill condud; e.n e:x:chm1ge of vievH3 011 cttrl•ent trendo ancl policies in 
the f'ielcl of houoing and orcn:nize an in·-de:?th discus:::lion on a topical oubject 
(:?riority A) i (1:) exploratory '~orlc for a study on housing· need.:; of mi3r:::u1t laboul' 
Hill be unclel•ta::en (l"'riori ty B). 
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08.2. 2. Bu_i_l_d_ip.fL_m.a_te~i.§l.}§_ap_d_<;J.£.nstEl_9_t_i.£!! 

Despyint~~: (a) ~erational and co-ordinating activities relatinc to the 
harmonization of the technical content of building regulationo llill be continued 
(Priority A). (b) The 'vorl:ing· :..,arty on the Building Industl"Y lrill continue to 
promote international standardization in the building field (Priority A). (c) A 
seminar on mechanization in transport handling· and aooembling of building· 
components may be orgru1ized in a country to be desig~1e.ted (Priority A). (d) lforl: 
m~ continue on the uoe of computers in the buildin~ industry (Priori~J A). (e) A 
seminar on building research policies ,.,ill be held (l?riority A). (f) Studies on 
the ::~reduction and use of building materials and components i'lill be continued 
(Priority D). vlorl: may contL1ue on the study of methodoloGY of i11te1"national 
comparisonr. in the construction field (PriOl1 i ty A). 

Deacriptigu (a) A Group of EJ..."]?erts tmder the vlorking· Party on Urban and ReGional 
Planning a.J.1d Deve1.opnent will continue to promote international collabol1ation in 
the field of urban and regional research by, for example, joint research projecto, 
nationally oponsored colloqt..lia, e~cchange of research information and of research 
Harkers (Priority A). Studies Hill be finalized on: (b) selected aspects of the 
quality of life in urban settlements; and (c) urban and re.::;·ional research policy 
a.J.ld organization (Priority A). 

08.2.4. 

De§2~l,pj;j..EE:,: A Group of Experts i'lill continue its studies of problems and policies 
of particular concern to the countries of southern Europe. The meetingn of the 
Group >'lill be held in one of the participating· countries to make it easier for the 
eJ~erts to study problems in their nation2,l settin~ and to discuss policieo with 
reprer.ontatives of the competent public authorities in the count~J visited. 

08. 2. 5. Housi~!B:. tO!lJOrrO>~ (Priority A) 

pes_Et.:iption: The Committee m~ continue to study the factors likely to detel"llline the 
concept of hou~ing. 

00. 2. 6. .?;_lllprovemeE_~.9.!_ ~.ing ~nd _i~mmedia te eurroun,!'l.iP:t~ (Priori ~J A) 

Depcz:_iptJ..?P:= After the in-depth discussion of this subject in Septeu1be1· 1976, the 
Committee m~ continue ilork in this area. 

Des~iRtion: The Committee will organize a seminar on this subject in October 1977 
i:1 Canada --rsubject to confirmation). 

08.2. 8. ~~..J291l~ (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee idll organize a semin.:'l.r on thio subject in S\~eden in 
!/fay/ June 1978. 
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~p_s:ription: At its 19?7 oeosion, the Committee uill diocuas in depth ito role in 
the implemento.tion of the decisions of the Habitat Conference, includincr aosiota.nce 
that micht be given to other re0ional economic commissions and their member countriea. 

AB.t,pori.Ji..!.: Long• term programme of 11ork for 1977-1981, as approved by the Il1l&td 
Transport Committee at its thirt,y-fifth session (ECE/TRANSfl8, paras. 133-136 and 
Annex I). 

09 .1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

~.P..9£i.P.tJ.?.a: ~rans.:_?_~_t_..P.?J..f.~M: llbcohange of information and e~::o.rnination of the 
problems facing Governments in the development of their transport policies for the 
purpose of defining neu areas for practical international co-operation and 
~:~.gTeement (l'riori t,y A). ~ll..!?.!l!!c c:p.estiop..s: (a) urban and suburb&t transport: 
revieu of economic and technical aopects [Priorit,y A); (b) the tr&toport situation: 
periodic revieu of trends in that situation (Priority A); (c) e;;cch~.nse of 
information o:1 studiea to delimit the sphere of efficient utilization of the various 
modeo of transport (Priori~J A); and (d) fiacal matters; exchange of info~~ation 
on ta::~ea levied on tl:'ansport &'ld transport equipment (Priori t,y B). Other ~.flti..!2E.!2,: 
Terminology and defini tiona : addi tiona to be made to the "Glosmu7 of terms 
generally employed in statistics, tariffs, economic aurveys and Customs operations 
relati1tg to inland tr&tsport 11 (Priori ~J C). 

09.1.2. Stati~ 

Descript~o11: Economic questions: (a) collection and circulation of t1~sport 
statistics and statistics on road traffic accidents and, as appropriate, 
consideration of improved methode of collection and circulation (Priority A); 
(b) improvement and unification of statistics regularly collected conce~ting the 
carriaae of passengera and goods, port traffic, road traffic and road traffic 
accidents (including· related questions such as definitions, olaasif'ioation of' goods, 
and the like) (Priority B); (c) !)reparation of questionnaires for statistic:J on 
transport, road traffic and road traffic accidents, and periodical revievl of their 
effectiveness (Priori t,y J3); (d) study of sample survey methods applied to tr&tsport 
and to road traffic, and of methods of collecting complete data on road transport 
(Priorit,y B)~ (e) revieu of statistical ,.,ork under way in international 
orcanizations, on transport, road traffic and road traffic accidents (Priority B); 
and (f) t~~ing of road traffic cen:Juses at five-year intervals (Priority B). 

09.1. 3. Customs. qu,estj._oE! 

D~~ti~: (a) The uniform im!)lementation and application, amendment or revision 
of the relev&tt Conventions and Recommendations concluded under the auspices of the 
Committee (Priority A) ' (b) preparation of ne\·1 Customs conventions or recommends. tions 
as appropriate in the field of international transport (Priority B); 
(c) (i) simplification of Customs formalities in the field of trs~1sport (Priority A); 
(ii) simplification a.nd ot&ldardization of Customs documents co1mected. '\lith 
International tranoport Md tre.ffic (Priority B); and (d) consideration, uhere 
appropriate, of other Customo questions affecting transport (Priority B). 
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09.1. ~·. p~~-.PJ_..d~.F:tle~- . .8£>~ 

,Peo_t?£:i-1Jtio;.u fi_d]?lP.J:Pt+."ill.Y~.S.UW.!.2E£~; (a) (P::ciol~i ty A) European Agreement 
concer;.1ing the Internc-.tionn.l Carriage of Da;,1c;erous GoodG by Road (.ADn): 
(i) application; (ii) recasting of annex A and ito appel1dices j (iii) pe:riodic 
l'evision o:f the c.nne~=es to the .l\.3reement, tal:ing account of intel''n<l. tio11al regula tiono 
a})l1licro.ble to o-'cher mode;:: of tranoport anci_ relevant intei"'l2, tional :ce conmm;.1da tions 7 
ancl (iv) adminintrative aad technical studies concern.ing bilateral Asreements 
col1cluded by the Parties to .ADTI for speicific transport of dangel~ouo croodc e~=empt 
from certain provioionn of anne~:e o A and B ; (b) (Priori 'bJ A) international carriage 
of dangerouo goocl.rl by inland 11a tel""' flY: ( i) bring-i!l/3' into force of the appro!;ria te 
vrovisions by the ado~;tion of a re:Jolution (.ADU); application of theoe provioio11s i 
ancl (ii) )?eriocUc reviaion of the provisions, taldng account of the international 
regulutiouc applicable to the other mode:J of trano~;ort and relevant international 
recommcndationo; (c) adaptation of Durope:m re(}'t.:lations to the provi:-Jiono of 
recommendations mr,cle at uorld level (Priority A); (d) consideratioa of e.ny other 
:r;:>roblemo th~.t may affect the transvort of dangerous g·oods (:?riori ty D) i and 
(e) co·-o,era tion 11 i th the Economic and Social Council Committee of Experts on the 
Tra:.1.0)ort of Dangerou::J Goods on pl'eparatory 1·1or,= for a possible intermod~:~.l 1·1orlduide 
conventio:t1 (Priori t;:,r C). 

09 .1. 5. .':L'£~1.SI?_O~rt .oJ. 2;_e.J..:isl~.§t}J]._e _ _.!_o_o§.EJ.~j'fl3 

D~E..fl.r_i.:E..t_!2g: A.C!-..m..~ll;J3_tpp .. t.:;_.Y~- .SJ!:l:es_t_iEB£3) (a) As,reement on the International Ccrricze 
of Perishable Foods tuffo and on the Special Eq1.1ipment to be Used for Such 
Carriage (ATP): (i) implementation of the Aareement (Priority A); (ii) revieu of 
the technical provision:J of the annexen to the Agreement (Priority A); a;.1d 
(iii) revision, if np:?ropriate, of the Agreement (Priority B); (b) packagi;.1gs for 
cert<:dn pe1•ishable foodotuffs: revision of the Committee 1 o resolutiono on the 
s ~al.ld~rdiza ~ion of s~ch J!acl:a.ging·s (Prior~ ty B): ~echnical $e~ ~ions: S~~ies of 
aam~n~strnt~ve quest~ono related to (a) (~) (Pr~or~ty A), ~) (~~-ra) (~~~) and 
(b) above (Priority B). 

Des_c,t:.~ntion: General_: (Priority A) Development of administrative and tech~1ical 
meaoureo to promote combined transport and to ensure maximum utilization of 
equi:imeat used for combined tra;.1sport including· containers, J!allet:::, etc.; research 
on related queations. Adminiotra ti,v~ questiO£!!! (Priority A): (a) combi11ed 
trru10p9rt in general; stut\y of the development of such transport; and (b) tra11sport 
l)y container; (i) study und unification of the administrative measureo req1..1ired for 
the develo11ment of ouch trancvort' (ii) revievl of the development of otandardized 
c1ocumento ; nnd (iii) revieH and, where a]!propria te, development of a. cy:Jtem of 
markinc-, codin(! and identification of containers inch1ding the :Jtudy of methods of 
automatic readinc. :E:::c,;·~-~esti21!.[: (a.) impact o:f the develolJment of combined 
transport on the economics of the various modes of inland transport (Priority A); 
(b) use of large··Capc.ci ty and OlJecial-purpose containero (Priority B). Technical 
que,E_ti_o~ (Priority A): (a) ctanda::.~dization and harmonization of dimensTons, -
handling· e .. nd <Jc.l'et~r rec1'.ir:1me.1ts; (1;) :r:>er:i.odic revie11 of the development of 
·::eo:::· oloc.;:.-· i:! co·tlb:l:~ed trf'.:. r·901't; e.:.1d (c) unif:i.cr.tio:l of CJ<"d.'::lt~· J.'e quirer!le::t:J 
r:y.Jlica~Jle to co·.tst:r·:10t:~o::'. a::.d us~ of 2ll t~n?es of coe1tai:1e::..•o 1.'\~d e::cha::1ce of ··ie~J:i 

m1 methods of :i.mpleme11ta tion of the Interna tionul Convention for Safe Col1 tainers ( CSC). 
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Deecri::eti£u: !d.!D~.tr.!,_tj._v_EI_C~1j'?pj;}-,2.l:¥!._: (a) Police regula.tiono for and marl~ing of 
illlEW.ld '·1a tel"'ta.ys and vessels uoing· theul (Priority A) ; ( i) Illul~open~l Code for I:.•.land 
\'la.tel"''mye (CillVNI) and c.nne:: (SIGJU) to Reooluticin J:To. 1: application o.nd 
amendmentn; (ii) I>rovioions not included L1 CEVUI: amendments designed to impl~ove 
them o.nd to harmonize or unify them i (b) technical re c~uirement:J and reb. ted to11ics 
(Priority A): (i) standardized technical rec,::uiremerrbn fo:..~ cargo-carryinc· m1d 
paewenger-crrryil!S' inland navigation vesoels; (ii) standa.rdizatio::.l or ::>oosiblc 
reci,roca1 recog;1i tion of certain ships 1 papers; (iii) reciprocal recog:.1i tion of 
cel"tain requirement:J relating to the iosue of boatmastel~o 1 certificates; (c) uater 
pollution: reviel·l and circulaUon of e~cperience cained in coml')a tina· liC).ter :~)Olltltion 
by inland navigation veosels and adoption of meo.sure:J to impl~ove the e::iating· 
oi tua.tion (Priority A); ru1.d (d) revision of mapo of inland uatcl"''Ul.YS used in 
inter;),a tional traffic (Priority C). Economic and technico-economic cil:estio:1s: 
(a) Effect on the procluctivity of inland~1ater- trwport()f"the.gra·a:t:isl-· ·-··· 
introduction. of o:pecial-:~mrpose veoselF;, includinG container-carr<Ji:.lg veooeln 
(Priority A)j (b) economic importance of the ne'v teclmiqueo applied in inland 
aavie;ation, part.:i.cularly: pushing·; co11tainers7 and ship··l)orne b~.rge carriose 
(Priority A); a.nd (c) uoc of comp1.1ters in the plrun1inc·, m~:>..llagement ru1d 0.::1.al;yaiu 
of i;1land m1.ter tra;.1S11ort (Priority A). TecJ@.c_aJ •. i¥.1Sl.~_()}1;}plo..a:.i2.§-.l..qu.E?_::Jti_<?.;!fl~: 
(a) Handling· of good'1 in inland mttertmy l)Orto a.:-td related C!t!ectiom; (Priority B) 1 
o.nd (b) J1e1·1 techniqueo in inland navigation (netv methodo of. mwicration: operation 
of :rmohero; nta'.dr.rdizo..tion of pushed 'be.rgesi rational donign of vesselo and of 
port installatioafl) (Priority A). Le.s:~l.Sl'l:l_e_::;tim}.§.: Implmnentatio::1 of the 
Conventio:1s o:1 L~lnad navi3ation (I'riori ty A). 

peao,tj...:p~b~_C2B,; £1.dmir~J.p_t.;-p:..t_i...!_e.Jl!l~.sti_o..ru!_: Concideratioll of meDoureo to el:Lminnte 
diffict1lties 11ith regard to ildministrative Ol,ganizo..tio;1 <'.ild to capacity encountered 
at frontier::J iD tranoport of coeds by rail (Priority A). Bc_o.P.o.EJl.Q_an~_.J.9_cp~..Q£
eqop_,9..!!'1J.fL cuestiono; The ~!orl:ing· I'arty ,.11-11 l:eep itself b.fo::..~ad concerninc 
"{:1.) the ::;conocic c:~.nd filto~;,cial impllcations of introducing automatic cou::;>lincr, 
includina· the arrangeme11to for its in traduction (:t?riol~i ty A) ; (b) unification 
and standardization of rolling atocl.: and of its structural compone~1t::: (:VriorHy A) ; 
a11d (c) electro-pneuma tic bro.l:e (l'riori ty C). 

;Deo.9£.i~1t,io.,2.: A4,.mj.p_i:::.:t_;-p-:.t_iy_e_..§Ll.l_d.~.c.oJ~2Jlll-.2__9!.~st_i,P..E.!: Interna tio~1al road tra.novort: 0") liberalization on a mul til a tel~al and bilo. teral basis (Prio:d ty A) i ~ad 
\b) bilateral aareements on the carriaGe of passengers a.ntl .:::Joods: excl1a:1ce of 
information (Priority C). ~CJJE.i££-l._o ... ue.s_t~ (Priority A): (a) Control of E'ir 
;:>ollution and noise caused by motor vehicleo; (b) technical requirements conce1vnj.~.1g· 
the construction of rond vehicles and their equir>ment ru1d par·to (D'GC.i.1dardbr.tion; 
e~cchanses of informa'tion) i and (c) road infrastrncture j utilizo.tion of moder11 
methods for traffic control; technical cho.racterictico of the :Ouro::;aa.n netuor:: of 
international tra.fficarteries. Lee.~. questj._oE.fl: Ir.J,J.enentation of the e;~isting 
inter 'ational road tr;;.no;:>ort conventions (:?riori ty B). ~c4e}.J!\.11e.O.l!fl_t:!'L1_~ptiomL: 
(::'..) Approval of vehicles ancl their equi,ment L'l.nd :)e..rtn (Priority A)? (b) vehicle 
inot1ra.nce: the "green card" system (Priority B). (c) fiscal rp.ectiOi1S (Priority B); 
(d) road traffic and road oi:3ns o.nd signals (Priority A); (e) road traffic 
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safety (Priority A); (f) driving permits (Priority B); (g) safety of road 
vehicles (Priority A); (h) behaviour and education of road users, particularly 
traininG' alld instruction of drivers, and road traffic education in schools 
(Priori.~J A) 7 (i) road traffic accident atatistics (Priority A); (j) energy 
problems in connexion ui th the construction 8.ad operation of motor vehicleo 
(:t>riori ty A); and (k) promotion of public passenger transport (Priority B). 

09. 2. Ad hoc PROJEC'l'S AND ACTIVITIES 

D!!!.s.c,;-_ipj;j.2f~: Iv!al~..B:§l!Jlent trai_!'!_inB' J.ll.Jirru1!3POrt: Exchange of information on 
facili tie."J for mana.(!ement training in transport questions (Pr~.ori ty C). 
Admi"listrative questiono (?riority B): (a) Transport by ropev·1ay: (i) unification 
oTresufati"o-ns_; __ '(Ti} revievt of existing resol1.1tions; and (b) transport by 
pipeli:.:1e ; exchange of information on sr..fety resula tiona. Eco~_c_ q)lestion.s: 
(a) Tracl= coots; st\.ldy of the c::>portionment of track costs among users 
(~riority A)i and (b) forecacts of the future volume of passenger a11d goods 
tranoport; rJtudy nf methods end :.:evie>-J of forecacto made (Priori t~· A). Le_gal 
c:t~estions; Preparation of o. convention on the contract of o.gency i11 the 
T:Tei;mtione.l ca.rl~iage of goodo (Priority C) • 

~E_flripti....2B,: ~~ative questiol1E.= Implementation of the procedure enabling 
the amendments requiring· to be made from time to time to the inter.1otional 
regulations governing tho cE'..rriage of dru1gerous goode in Europe by the pl~incipal 
modes of inlc..11d trans~Jort to be :Jtudied simul te..neou:Jly (Priority A). ~hnical 
queot1P~= (a) Teclu1ical studie:J required for the preparation of certain provisions 
yeculi.:u.~ to road and inland vta ter transport (Priority B) ; and (b) meaotu~es for 
the prevention of pollution d~ring the cal'l'ia8'9 of da;.1aerour; goods (Priority A). 

09.2. 3. T1•ansport of perinhable foodstuff<:; 

Description;_ Admin~tive cjUestion.s: Certificates of o.pproval for special 
equipme•1t for the transport of perichable foodstuffs; follm~-up of the 
imr>lementa tion of resohltion No. 218 recomme11ding the reciprocal recognition of 
certificv.tes of conformity for insulated, refri8'9l'ated, mechanicr:.lly refrigerated 
or heated ec:,ui~"lme11t uoed for the inter;.J.ational carriage of perishable foodstuffs 
by land (Priority A). !~£!mi_c~.L.£11estions: Technical studies (Priority B). 

~l'.!!'..t~: JJc..2.£..0,.gl_i_9.$.ep}_ion~: (a) Consideration of guidelines for .et sy:>tem of 
price a:.1d que.:1ti ty statiotics and their implementation in the transport field 
(?riori t;i' A) ; (b) preparation for the tal:in.g· of the 1 SOC road censuces (Priority A) ; 
(c) study of complete ru1d simplified methods for carr,ying out censuoes in general 
aad their e.p~;licction to the transport field (Priority A); (d) reviell the 
Commodity CJ.assi.ficatio~l for Transport Statistics in Europe (CSTE) in the light of' 
the experience gained, the Standard InternationD..l Trade Classification, Revioed 
( SITC) and the neecl !'or liu::ing it with the Interna tionel Standard Claosifica tio"1 
of All Goods and Servicen (ICGS) (Priority B) i aad (e) l"evie\·1 of tho implementation 
of the Europeo..n P:r-ogrammc of Basic (Census type) Lllnnd Tran:::;port Stc-.tistics and 
e.nalyoi::; of methodo uacd for collecting· the statiotica preocribed in this 
::?rograrnme (Priority B). 
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Description: Adminiotr!~ive (bastions: (a) Measures to be adopted to control noise 
and vibration (Priority B); b) problems connected '~i th the implementation of an 
international certificate for pleasure craft and of an internatic;mal certificate of 
competence for pleasure craft operators (Priority A); (c) draftinG of provi~ions 
concerning l~re navigation (Priority A); and (d) drafting of provisions concerninc 
navigation for pleasure (Priority A). Economic and technico-economic ee~: 
(a) Prospects for the development of inlru1d water transport in Europe Priority B); 
a:1d (b) study of the Danube-Oder connexion uith extension towardo the Elba 
(Priority A). Technical_PA_d technological gu~eti.PP.E.= (a) Measures to be adopted 
to control noise and vibration (Priority A); {b0 devices for couplin~ pushed barges 
to one another, the pusher craft and to aelf-propelled pusher barges {Priority B) ; 
(c) problems coru1ected with the implementation of an international certificate for 
pleasure craft and an inte1~tional certificate of competence for pleaoure craft 
operators (Priority A)i and (d) study of the stru1dardization of reqt1irements for 
the construction and equipment of pleasure craft (Priority B). Legal mtestions: 
(a) Revision, if necesear,y, of the draft Convention on the contract for the carriage 
of goods in inland navigation (CMN) (Priority C); and (b) study of the problem of 
the compulaor,y insurance and of the standardization of the rules concerning· 
liability of crvmera and t!.eera of pleasure craft (Priority C). Q.~ questi<?_nE.,: 
Work on the codification of provisions concerninc; inland navigation (Priority C). 

09.2.6. Rail transport 

Description: Economic and te2hnico-economi~stions; {a) Prospects and 
possibilities for the development of passe11ger roil tranoport {Priority A); 

!i) standards of comfort; and (ii) use of railuay techniques for short hauls; 
b) development of methode to reduce the cost of electrification and dieselization 
:Priority A); (c) methods, applied or under study, aiming at a reduction of eners;y 

consumption in railway operations (Priority A); (d) economic and technical aspectc 
of methods for achieving high speeds in rail transport including the enviro11mental 
problems involved (Priority B); and (e) uae of computers in rail transport 
operations: the automatic reading· of inscriptions on vehicles and the transmisoion 
of data (Priori~J B). 

09.2.7. Road ~~port 

Desc,;rj.ption: Admini$3 tra ti ve guee tiona {Priority B) : International road transpol~t: 
\allregular international passenger transport services passing throt~ the territor,y 
of more than m·Jo countries: questions of principle (if raised); and (b) bilateral 
agreements on the carriage of passengers and goods by road: bringing ur>-to-date the 
content of the document on technical and administrative clauses currently included 
in bilateral agreements. Technical estions: Infrastructure: development of the 
road netuork in certain areas of Europe technical characteristics) north-south 
motorway linl: between the northern and south-east European countrieo (Priority A). 
~~~~F-~: International road transport: (a) Convention on the Contract for 
the Inte1~1ational Carriage of Goode by Road (C!1R)~ activities relating to the 
implementation and to a possible reviaion of the Convention, alld to the international 
consignment note (Priority B); and (b) Convention on the Contract for the 
International Carriac;e of ?assengers and Luggage by Road (CVR): questions related 
to its implements. tion (Priority B). 
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10. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Authority; Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology at their fourth 
session (ECE/SC.TECH/8, paras, 82-85 and Annex II). 

10.2.1. 

10.2.1.1. 

The exchange of information and experjence on science and technology 
J?_olicies 

Changes in national policies, priorities and institutions 

Description: The Senior Advisers will at their annual sessions review and compare 
developments in national policies in the field of science and technology including 
instruments for the development and implementation of policy, the institutional 
arrangements used, e.nd the techniques for stimulating internetional co-operation 
in science and technology. 

10.2.1.2. Statistics of science and technology 

Description: The Senior Advisers will co-operate with other internationel bodies 
working in this field through revie'ltiS of the statistical needs of the users of the 
statistics of science and technology. 

10.2,1.3. Technological forecasting and technology assessment 

Description: In co-operation with other relevent bodies, studies will be 
initiated of the procedures and relevant experience of Governments in developing 
the capabilities of their countries in technological forecasting and the 
evaluation of economic, social and environmental consequences of prospective 
technological developments, especially with a vie-vr to exploring the possibility of 
establishing within the ECE framework a co-operative procedure for undertaking 
technological forecasts and technology assessments relevant to the ECE region. 

10.2.2. International co-operation in science and technology 

Description: Senior Advisers will foster co-operation through the exchange of 
literature, scientific and technical personnel, the organization of seminars, 
conferences and ad hoc meetings of experts in selected fields of science and 
technology and, in collaboration with other subsidiary bodies and international 
organizations, will study mechanisms for initiating, funding, and conducting 
co-operative international research. 

10.2.2.1. 

10.2.2.2. 

10.2.2.3. 

Co-operative international research 

Innovation in energy technologies 

Technological trends in basic industrial materials and natural 
resources 

[to be reviewed at the fifth session of the Senior Advisers] 
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10.2.2.4. Transfer of technology 

Description: The Senior Advisers will continue to sponsor studies e.nd seminars 
on the practical a.spects of the trf!nsfer of technology, including the role of 
Governments and transnational corporations, and the means by which member 
Governments may optimize the flo,·rs of technology for the achievement of economic 
and social goals. 

Other co-operative activities 

Description: The Senior Advisers will harmonize their activities vri th those of 
other bodies within and outside of the Commission with a view to ensuring that 
duplice.tion of effort is avoided and the.t all the matters which are of a scientific 
and technological nature and which are of interest to the Commission are adequately 
considered and appropriately dealt with. To that end, the Senior Advisers will 
undertake methodological harmonization and synthesis of sectorial and specialized 
technological activities of all ECE 1 e subsidiar.y bodies, and co-operation with 
other orga.nizations and the support of the United Nations' activities as a whole. 

10.2.3.1. Preparations for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 

11. - SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Senior 
Economic Advisers to ECE Governments at their thirteenth session 
(ECE/EC.AD/12, parae. 48-49 and Annex II). 

11.1.1. 

11.1 CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Exchan e of information and views on the re aration and · lamentation 
of mediu~term and long-term plane, programmes and prospects Priority A) 

Description: Annual exchanges of information on medium-term and long-term plane, 
programmes and prospects for the ECE region '\'Till continue on the basis of countr.y 
notes prepared by Govern100nte and on notes prepared by the eecretariF~t. Special 
attention is to be given to long-term economic and eoc.ial problema of common 
interest to ECE Governments and to their interrelations a.nd to the opportunities 
of solving them offered by international co-operation pursuant to Commission 
resolution 1 (XXX). 

11.1.2. Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE region (Priority A) 

Description: The second version will be issued in 1977. Expert meetings and 
seminars will study various aspects of the perspective in 1977 and 1978. 

11.1. 3. Stud..y on lons-term problems in the field of basic products and energy 
(Priority A) 

Description: Pursuant to Commission decision E (XXIX), the Senior Economic 
Advisers will continue their study of long-term problems in the field of basic 
products and energy. As the study proceeds, specific issues of common interest 
to Governments will be selected for further work. 
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ll.1.4. Study of international factors in long-term growth (Priority A) 

Descriptionr Following the 1976 Seminar, a study of internat~onal factors in 
long-term growth should be initiated in line with part III of the Overall Economic 
Perspective on International Economic Co-operation. 

ll.l.S. Studies on instruments and methods for the elaboration of national lane, 
programmes and projections Priority A 

Description: (i) Seminers related to policy issues of interest to the Senior 
Economic Advisers will be organized at appropriate times. (ii) The annual exchange 
of bibliographical information on models for planning will be continued. 

12. - STATISTICS 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1980, approved by the Conference 
of European Statisticians at its twenty-third session (ECE/CES/6, paras. 193-199 
and Annex I). 

12.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITmS 

12.1.1. Economic statistics 

12.1.1.1. S stems of national accounts and balances and related sub'ects 
Priority A 

Description: Further development of the systems of national accounts and balances; 
and further development of the systems; development of related systems of 
statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and accumulation and 
statistics of prices and quenti ties. During 1977 to 1980 the main em;phasis of the 
work will be on the examination of the im;plementation of SNA and MPS and the 
developments and revisions needed in the systems. 

12.1.1.2. Classifications in the field of economic statistics (Priority A) 

Description: Participation in the periodic revision of classifications in the 
field of economic statistics, preparation of new classifications in areas in 
v!hich they do not yet exist. During 1977 to 1980 the Conference will complete 
its work on the conversion key between the SITC and the Standard Foreign Trade 
Classification of the CMEA; and will continue to participate in the preparation 
and revision of other international classifications in the field of economic 
statistics as required. 

12.1.1.;. Subjects in specific areas of economic statistics (Priority A) 

Description: Preparation and revision of international recommendations in specific 
areas of economic statistics in rele.tion to the systems of national accounts and 
balances. During 1977 to 1980 work will proceed on the prepa.ration, revision and 
extension of statistical standards in different fields of economic statistics and 
on the review of implementation of stanfu:rds already adopted. The following 
specific topics were selected for consideration: agricultural statistics (jointly 
with FAO and the ECE Comm..:tttee on Agricultural Problems); statistics of science 
and technology (jointl~ with UNESCO and the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Science and Technology); productivity sta.tistics; and selected other subjects 
in the field of economic statistics. 
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Description: Participation in the work of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission on the elaboration of the framework, structure, accounts and common 
definitions of the SSDS; of the basic series and characteristic definitions and 
classifications of the various sub-systems and of the links among the different 
sub-systems and l'Ti th the systems of national accounts and balances; participation 
in the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission on the development of 
international guidelines for social indicators. During 1977 to 1980 work will 
continue on the scope and contents of the system; concepts, definitions and 
classifications; and on social indicators. 

12.1.2.2. Classifications in the field of social and demo a hie statistics 
Priority A 

Description: Participation in the periodic revision of classifications in the 
field of soc5.al and demographic statistics; preparation of ne\-t classifications 
in the fields in which they do not exist. Du.ring 1977-1980 the Conference will 
continue to participate in the preparation and revision of international 
classifications in the field of social and demographic statistics. 

12.1.2.3. Subjects in specific areas of social statistics (Priority A) 

Description: Preparation and revision of international recommendations in specific 
areas of social statistics; development of the relevant sub-systems of the SSDS. 
During 1977 to 1980 work will continue on the preparation and development of 
standards in various areas of social statistics, notably in the fields of health, 
education, culture and housing. The following specific topics were selected for 
consideration: health statistics (jointly with WHO); statistics of education 
(jointly with UNESCO); cultural statistics (jointly with UNESCO); housing 
censu.ses (preparation of the 1980 census recommendations) (jointly with the ECE 
Committee on Housing, :Building a.nd Planning); and criminal and legal statistics. 

12.1. 2.4. Sub,jects in specific area.s of demographic statistics (Priority A) 

Description: Preparation and revision of international recommendations in specific 
areas of demographic statistics; development of the demographic sub-system of the 
SSDS. During 1977 to 1980 work will be carried out in particular on projections 
of households and families and population censuses (preparation of the 1980 census 
recommendations). 

Statistics for environmental studies and policies (Priority A) 

Description: Study of the statistical requirements for environmental studies and 
policies; participation in the work of the United Nations Statistical Commission in 
the development of a s.ystem of environmental statistics; elaboration of the concepts, 
definitions and classifications to be used for the study of particular environmental 
phenomena, and for the purposes of the system as a \-thole (jointly with the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems). During 1977 to 1980 1trork 
will continue on selected subjects in the field of environmental statistics and on 
the scope, structure and contents of a s.ystem of environmental statistics. 
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12.1.4. Other statistical subjects (Priority A) 

Description: Work on other statistical subjects not included under the preceding 
headings. The following specific subject was selected for consideration: regional 
statistics. 

12.1.5. Orsanizational and operational subjects (Priority A) 

Description: Use of computers for statistical purposes and other subjects in the 
field of operational techniques of producing statistics. The specific topics for 
consideration will be selected later. 

12.1.6. and co-ordination of statistical activit 

Description: Work on this project is carried out at the plenary sessions of the 
Conference of European Statisticians and at sessional meetings. The work on 
co-ordination of statistical activity covers the statistical work of the Economic 
Commission for Europe and other international organizations in Europe. The 
Conference will continue to meet annually in plenary sessions. Sessional meetings 
on co-ordination of statistical activities of ECE and the statistical work of other 
international organizations will be convened as necessar.y. 

13. - STEEL 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Steel 
Committee at its forty-third session (ECE/STEEL/13, paras. 41-48 and Annex II). 

13.1. CCNTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

13.1.1. Short-term trends and problems in the steel indust;y (Priorit,y A) 

DescriJtion: It is expected that the Committee will continue to study short-term 
developments in the steel market and the advances in iron- and steel-making 
technology, with particular attention devoted to key questions arising during the 
course of the period reviewed. 

13.1.2. Lopg-term prospects for the development of the steel industry (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee is expected to continue ita studies of long-term 
prospects for the steel industry, the demand for steel products and the raw material 
base for the steel industry: it will convene an~ h2£ Meeting of Experts on 
Forecasting Methode with a view to considering the possibility of devising a 
methodology for projection work on the steel industry. 

13.1.3. Technical Co-operation and international contacts (Priority A) 

Description: It is expected that the Committee will continue to promote (a) 
contacts among technical and scientific institutes concerned with iron and steel, 
and the participation of experts in meetings held on specific technical problema; 
(b) arrangements for visits by specialists; (c) co-operation with int~rnational 
professional and technical organizations concerned with the various aspects of the 
steel industry. 
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Description: The Committee will continue to organize international st~.tours to 
examine, on the basis of a long-term programme, selected problems of general 
interest. This programme comprises the following tours: Spain in 1977; the German 
Democratic Republic in 1978. 

13.1.5. Seminars and symposia (Priority A) 

Description: The Committee will continue to hold seminars and symposia to examine, 
on the basis of a long-term programme, problems inscribed in its pro~ramme of work 
and priorities. This programme comprises the following seminars: (a) Economic 
and technical aspects of application of computer techniques in iron- and 
steel-making processes, in Czechoslovakia, in 1978; (b) Steel use in public works, 
infrastructure and construction generally, in Luxembourg, in 1979; (c) A seminar 
to be held in Poland in 1980 (Subject to be confirmed later). 

13.1.6. Statistics (Priority A) 

Descri tion: The Committee, through its Working Party on Steel Statistics, will 
continue a) to advise the secretariat on the preparation and issuance of a 
bulletin providing detailed yearly, quarterly and monthly steel statistics on a 
comparable basis for ECE countries and others, and on the preparation and issuance 
of annual statistics on world trade in steel; (b) to examine statistical and 
methodological questions relating to the development of the European steel industry; 
(c) to assist the secretariat in establishing the methodology for current 
statistics, such as the method of calculation of apparent steel consumption, and 
(d) to promote the collection of steel statistics, paying particular attention to 
the improvement of statistics on stocks and actual consumption of steel. 

13.1.7. Co-operation with other United Nations Bodies (Priority B) 

Description: The Committee will continue to render assistance to the other 
regional economic commissions of the United Nations, to the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization ('ONIDO) and to the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and to contribute to the preparation and 
documentation of international conferences and symposia held from time to time by 
the United Nations in this field. 

13.2. ~ hs2.2, PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Description: The Committee intends to undertake studies or to organize seminars 
or symposia on the following subjects: (a) effects of location and scale of plant 
on the economics of iron and steel production (Priorit.f A); (b) further 
developments in distribution and marketing of steel products (Priority B); (c) 

!
eneral conditions of sale of steel products and iron, chromium and manganese ores 
Priority B); (d) recent evolutions in transport and stocking of iron ore 
Priority B); (e) productivity in the iron and steel industry (Priority B); 
f) economic and technical aspects of application of computer techniques in iron 

and steel-making processes (a seminar to be organized in Czechoslovakia in 1978); 
(g) steel use in public works, infrastructure and construction generally (a 
seminar to be held in Luxembourg in 1979); (h) the use of lighter weight sections in 
construction (Priority A); (i) a study on direct reduction (the at~ to be 
initiated after the results of the Bucharest seminar); (j) utilization of low-grade 
iron ores (Priority A); (k) supply of metallurgical coke (Priority A). 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
]_)D,gG 198 

14. - TIMBm 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Timber 
Committee at its thirty-third session (ECE/TIM/7, parae. 61-79 and Annex III). 

Introductory note 

Below are listed the projects, primarily the responsibility of the ECE 
Timber Committee, to be undertaken during the period 1977-1981 included in the 
long-term programme of work and priorities. The work programme of ECE in the field 
of forest products is developed and carried out jointly with the FAO, the latter 
organization providing most of the professional staff engaged in the work. In 
addition to the annual sessions of the Timber Committee, joint FAO/ECE/ILO and 
FAO/ECE bodies will deal with the projects where appropriate. (The joint projects 
for which FAO and ILO are primarily responsible do not figure in this list). 

14.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

14.1.1. Forest products market reviews and allied questions 

Description: The Timber Committee will review annually the markets in the ECE. 
region for sawn softwood, hardwoods (including tropical), pulpwood, coniferous logs 
and wood-based panels (plywood, fibreboard and particle board). In addition the 
secretariat will produce reviews of the forest products market in the ECE region 
as well as the bi-annual Timber Bulletin for Europe containing quarterly 
statistics relating to production trade and prices of the main forest products in 
Europe and North America. Market reports will be compiled and published periodically 
on particular countries, commodities and market sectors. The series of studies on 
the utilization of forest products in different end-uses will be continued. A 
special lecture will be presented to eaoh annual session of the Timber Committee. 
Developments in the transport, handling and standardization of forest products will 
be kept under review. The Committee will keep under review lone-term developments 
in the timber sector and publish periodic studies on this subject. The Committee 
will also hold symposia on subjects of importance to the timber sector. 

14.1.2. Technical and economic aspects of the wood-workipS industries 

Description: The activities of the Committee in this field will be covered by the 
activities of the Provisional Group of Experts on the Wood-Working Industries, 
including advice to the Committee on the implementation and co-ordination of its 
activities in the field of the wood-working industries, product development and 
utilization, assistance in the organization of symposia and seminars in the above 
fields. The Group of Experts will examine, in depth, technical and economic 
aspects of the wood-working industries which are referred to it by the Committee. 
The activities in this field are mainly carried out by means of~ S2£ meetings, 
study tours, symposia and seminars. 

14.1.3. Increased efficiency in forest operations 

Description: The activities of the Committee in this field are covered by the 
work of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training 
of Forest Workers, which aims at increasing efficiency in forest operations by 
improving the methode of work through the exchange of information on the development 
of forest machinery, by studying the techno-economic aspects of the application of 
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machinery and manual work, taking into account the multiple use of the forest, and 
by promoting vocational training of forest workers and the prevention of accidents. 
These activities will be carried out through study groups, symposia and training 
courses and with the collaboration of experts. Sessions of the Joint Committee 
will be held once every two years. 

14.1.4. Forest and forest products economics and statistics 

Description: The activities of the Committee in this field are covered by the 
activities of the Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics 
which deals with various statistical and economic problems in the ECE region which 
are referred to it by the Timber Committee and the European Forestry Commission of 
FAO, as well as the Conference of European Statisticians. These problems include 
statistical methodology and co-ordination, the comparability and uniformity of 
forestry and forest products statistics, their collection and publication, 
methodologies for use in economic analysis, economic studies assigned to it by ita 
parent bodies, and computerization in forestry and forest industries. Sessions of 
the Working Party will usually be held once every two years. 

15. - TRADE 

Authority: Long-term programme ~work for 1977-1981, as approved by the Committee 
on the Development of Trade at its twenty-fourth session·(ECE/TRADE/123, paras. 
70-72 and Annex II). 

15.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

15.1.1. trade trends oliciee and roblems 

Description: It is expected that the Committee at its annual sessions will 
continue to analyse and review European trade, current and prospective, including 
the development of inter-regional trade. 

15.1.2. Preparation of practical proposals and recommendations for the removal of 
obstacles to the development of intra-European, and especially east-west, 
trade and for action to romote the e ansion and diversification of such 
trade Priority A 

Description: Work under this project is expected to continue and to receive 
increasing attention during the period 1977-1981. 

15.1.3. Promotion of trade thro h multilateral and bilateral scientific, 
technolosical and industrial co-operation Priority A 

Description: The Committee is expected to continue its consideration of ways and 
means of promoting trade through scientific, technological and industrial co-operation. 

15.1.4. Trade problems of less-developed member countries of the ECE (Priority A) 

Description: It is expected that the Committee and the secretariat will continue 
their studies and action in respect of trade problema specific to leas-developed 
ECE countries. 
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15.1.5. Promotion of trade thro h im rovement of international trade rocedurea 
and international standardization affecting trade Priority A 

Description: This work is expected to continue during the period 1977-1981 with 
appropriate changes in emphasis as specific tasks are completed and new tasks are 
undertaken. 

15.1.6. Promotion of trade thro 
techniques Priority A 

information and marketinp 

Description: The Committee's work on this project is expected to receive 
increasing attention in the period 1977-1981. 

15.1.7. Consideration of trade remotion activities and o ortunities in s ecific 
sectors Priority A 

Description: During the period 1977-1981 it is anticipated that the Committee will 
continue to consider, explore and encourage trade promotion activities and 
opportunities in specific sectors, taking into account the activities pertaining 
to trade of the Commission's other Principal Subsidiary Bodies. 

15.2.1. Consultations 
Priority C 

15.2. ~ h9.£ PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

east-west trade 

Description: The Committee may decide whether and in what form these consultations 
should be continued. 

16. - WATER PROBLEMS 

Authority: Long-term programme of work for 1976-1980, as approved by the 
Committee on Water Problems at its seventh session (ECE/WATER/12, paras. 58-60 
and Annex II) • 

16.1. CONTINUING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

16.1.1. Review and anal sis of existi situation and future 
resource use and development Priority A 

Description: At each plenary session the Committee is to exchange views on major 
trends and policies with regard to water resource use and development. At three 
to five-year intervals, Governments are to prepare country monographs on this 
subject along common lines and to submit statistical data on the use of water in 
the various sectors. These country monographs should also contain information on 
the progress made in applying the ECE Declaration of Policy on Water Pollution 
Control (Commission resolution 10 (XXI)) as well as on the implementation of the 
recommendations endorsed by the Committee, i.e. the recommendations concerning the 
protection of ground and surface waters against pollution by oil and oil products, 
river basin management, selected water problema and the compilation of balances 
of water resources and needs, the pollution of waters by agriculture and forestry, 
and the use of computer techniques and automation for water resources systems. 
Likewise the Committee will review the progress made by Governments in applying 
any new declaration of principle which the ECE might adopt in the field of water 
pollution as well as in applying the declarations of principle which will be 
adonted by the United Nations Water Conference in 1977. 
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16.1.2. Review of relevant work done and planned in other bodies of the ECE, 
under other United Nations and in other international 
organizations Priority A 

Description: Systematic reviews are made of relevant work done and planned in the 
field of water resources use and water pollutiou control in the ECE region, or 
oonduoted elsewhere, under other United Nations programmes, or in other international 
organizations. Close co-operation and, where appropriate, association with other 
international organizations and in particular with other ECE subsidiary organs is 
maintained in activities undertaken on water aspects in particular user sectors, on 
the basis of annual reviews of relevant programmes and studies. 

16.2. Ad hoc PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES --
16.2.1. Long-term planning of water management 

Description: (a) Investment in, and planning and management of, water resources 
use at the regional and local levels (Priority A); (b) planning of organization of 
control, operation and management as components of prospective plans and schemes 
for the development of water systems; and methods of rational planning of ground 
water resources and integrated planning of surface and ground water resources 
(document in series on Methodology for Planning Water Resources Development) 
(Priorit.y A); (c) consideration of long-term variations in water availability and 
the development of guidelines and methods (includine particularly the use of 
storage reservoirs and long-term regulation of flow) for handling the problems to 
users and manaeers resulti~ from the predicted and actual variations in water 
availability (Priority A); ~d) study of the methodology of setting priorities for 
water pollution control measures as well as the methodolo~y of assessing 
alternatives !or accomplishing those measures (Priority A); (e) methods of 
programming investments their allocation and optimization for water resources 
development (Priority A}; (!) river basin development in the optimum management of 
water resources (Priority A). 

16.2.2. Economics of water resources manaeement 

Description: (a) Organization of a seminar on economic incentives including the 
fixing of fees and charges in water supply and waste water disposal systems 
(Priorit,y A); (b) study of the relationship between water availability and energy 
demand (Priority A); (c) administrative and financial arrangements in river basin 
management applicable to different governmental systems (Priority A); (d) selection 
of effective economic incentives for further, more rational and economic utilization 
of water resources (document in series on Methodology for Planning Water Resources 
Development) (Priority A); (e) economic considerations regarding eutrophication of 
lakes and reservoirs and methods of control - taking into account the work of other 
international organizations (Priority A); (f) evaluation of the economic benefits 
of recreation and amenity associated with fresh inland waters (Priority A); 
(g) study of simple and practical methods for estimating the damage caused hy water 
~ollution including methods for the calculation of numerical values of damage 
(Priorit.y A); (h) criteria and methods for evaluating and comparing the technical 
and economic measures and their potential effectiveness in achieving req,uired water 
quality (Priority A); (i) economic aspects of desalination: evaluation of progress 
made and applicability under European conditions (Priority B); (j) economic aspects 
of long-distance transport of water supplies (Priority B); (k) study of water 
prices and their effect upon water needs, particularly in industrial branches 
(Priority B). 
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16.2.3. Protection of the water-related natural environment 

Description: (a) A study of the protection of inland waters against accidental 
pollution by pollutant substances other than oil (Priority A); (b) criteria and 
methodsf)r evaluating pollution from dispersed sources (Priority A); (c) technical 
standards and instructions concerning the efficient treatment of oil-polluted 
waste waters (Priority A); (d) standard precautionary measures and special 
precautions used for prevention of water pollution by oil and oil products, with 
particular reference to the protection zones (Priority A); (e) influence of 
cooling waters and receivi~ waters and protection against pollution from thermal 
power plants (Priority A); tf) review of progress made in developing main 
international rivers in Europe and main lakes of international interest, and in 
controlling transboundary pollution (Priority A); (g) elaboration of unified 
methods for establishing standards of water quality (Priority A); (h) study 
relating to water utilization and water discharge per unit of output, in the 
various branches of industry (Priority A); (i) study of pollution loads arising 
in individual industrial sectors (Priority A); (j) methods of efficient protection 
and improvement of the environment in water resources development, and specification 
of environmental indicators re~arding water (with particular attention to social 
considerations) (Priority A); tk) consideration of "effluent limitation guidelines" 
being developed by some countries, and of the desirability of possible international 
action which might lead to the harmonization of such guidelines (Priority A); 
(1) the setting up of automatic alarm systems for monitoring accidental pollution 
(Priority B). 

16.2.4. Research and technology on water resources management 

Description: (a) A study on the techniques of purification of waste waters 
originating from agricultural animal production and protection against pollution 
from cattle breeding (Priority A); (b) use of treated domestic sewage in industry 
and in groundwater recharging (Priority A); (c) application of advanced 
technologies in waste water treatment (Priority A); (d) re-use of river water 
(Priority A); (e) elaboration of methods and criteria for the optimization of 
waste water treatment and the possible use of official subsidies as incentives 
(Priority A); (f) determination of rates of guarantee for water supply on the basis 
of duration, frequency, etc. (Priority A); (g) study of the techniques of 
purification of industrial effluents especially from pulp and paper industries 
(Priority B); (h) requirements of networks of water quality monitoring stations in 
respect of their characteristics, their location, their density and frequency of 
observations (Priority B); (i) development of a mutually acceptable set of 
definitions and units for reporting the values of water quality parameters 
(Priority B); (j) experience in the use of aquatic plants (reeds bullrushes, 
chlorella) for the purification of water bodies (Priority C); (k} establishment of 
an international documentation centre of information on water problems (Priority C); 
(1) exchange of information concerning the methods of deriving and utilizing 
mathematical models for water resources management (Priority C); (m) exchange of 
information on water quality monitoring devices and methods available, including 
the sensitivity, accuracy, dependability, ruggedness and records of operational 
experience (Priority C); (n) new methods and technologies for the utilization of 
the potential of the heat of cooling waters (Priority c). 
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LIST OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION'S SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD IN 1975/76 

------------------------------------------------------·------·--------------
Body and officers Session 

THE COMMISSION 

Automation 

Working Party on Automa.tion Fourth session 
4-6 February 1976 

Chairman: Mr. V. Novotnf 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. S. Hagmann-Petersen 
(Denmark) 

Ad hoc Meeting for the Study on 
Economic Efficiency of Automation 
in Different Industrial Branches 

15-16 July 1975 

Cbs irman: Mr. G. Chinga.ri 
(United States) 

Vice-Cha.irmen: Mr. G. Samborsky (USSR) 

g !!2.£ Meeting of Experts on a 
Statistical Framework for Automation 

2-3 Februa.ry 1976 

Cha.irman: Mr. R. Fiegler (German 
Democratic Republic) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E.P. Billeter 
(Switzerland) 

Seminar on the Use of Automated 
Process Control Systems in Industry 

26-31 May 1975 
Moscow (USSR) 

Chairmen: Mr. V. Trapeznikov (USSR) 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. K.B. Oppenlander 

(Federal Republic of GermPny) 
Mr. P. Ca.slavsq 
(Czechoslovakia.) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Semina.r 17-18 July 1975 
on Techno-Economic end Organizational 
Aspects of Integrated Automa.ted 
Production Systems in Engineering 

Chairman: Mr. z. Kozar 
(Czechoslovakia.) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. K.B. OppenUinder 
(Federal Republic of Germany) 

Document symbol 
of report 

ECE/AUTCMAT/4 

AUTOMAT/AC.l/4 

AUTOMAT/SEM. 3/2 

AUTOMAT/SEM.4/AC/2 
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:Body and officers 

g h2.£ Meeting of Experts on Energy 
Economy and Efficiency in the ECE 
Region 

Session 

8-11 MBrch 1976 

Cha.irman: Mr. G. Vajda (Hungary) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Frerotte (Belgium) 

Engineering 

Fourth ~ b££ Meeting of Experts on 
Engineering Industries 

Cha.irman: Mr. J .E. Lilley 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Vaeiljev (USSR) 

10-12 September 1975 

Ad b2£ Meeting of Governmental Experts 8-9 September 1975 
on Market Trends and Prospects in 
Engineering Industries 

Chairman: Mr. J.E. Lilley 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Terek 
(Czechoslovakia.) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Governmental Experts 15-16 December 1975 
on the Production of Engineering 
Equipment for Preventing Pollution 

Chairman: Mr. P. Kalev (Bulgaria) 
Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. J .E. J .. illey 

(United Kingdom) 

Consultation on HAl3ITAT 

ECE Consultation on Preparations for 
HABITAT - United Nations Conference 
on Human Settlements 

30 June -
1 July 1975 

Chairman~ Mr. G. Svenson (Sweden) 
Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. C. Kotela (Poland) 

Document symbol 
of report 

ECE/AC.2/2 

ECE/ENGIN/5 

ENGm/AC.l/4 

ENGnf/AC.2/4 

ECE/AC.l/2 
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Meeting of Government Officals 
Responsible for Standardization 
Policies - Group of E:xperta on 
Standardiza.tion Policies 

Session 

Standardization 

Third session 
13-17 October 1975 

Cha.irman: Mr. V. Travaglini 
(United Sta.tes) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mrs. P. Javor 
(Hungary) 

Tourism 
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Document symbol 
of report 

STAND/GE.l/7 

Symposium on the Planning and 
Development of the Tourist Industry 
in the ECE Region 

13-18 October 1975 ECE/SEM.l/3 
Dubrovnik (Yugosla.vie.) 

Chairman: Mr. D. Nejkov 
(Yugosla.via) 

Vice-chairmen: Mr. G. Ricci (Italy) 
Mr. S. Ostrowski 
(Poland) 
Mr. J. Palm (Sweden) 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS 

Committee on Agricultural Problema Twenty-seventh session ECE/AGRI/21 
16-20 Februa.ry 1976 

Chairman: Mr. M. Besson 
(Switzerland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Hammer (Hungary) 

~~Meeting to Consider Future Trade 15-17 December 1975 
and Me:·rket Reports and Methods of Work 

Chs.im.Rn: Mr. M. Besson 
(Switzerland) 

Group of E:xperts on Mechanization 
of Agriculture 

Chairman: Mr. F. Coolman 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Cha.irmen: Mr. s. Dimov 
(Bulga.ria) 

Twenty-first session 
15-18 September 1975 

AGRI/AC.l/2 

AGRI/GE. 2/18 
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Body and officers 

Working Party on Standardization of 
Perishable Produce 

Cha.irma.n: Mr. A. Lotte (France) 

Session 

Thirty-first session 
30 June-3 July 1975 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. E. Jahoda (Hunga.ry) 
Mr. J.L. Verlinden (Belgium) 

Group of Experts on Technical 
Co-ordination 

Cha.irman: Mr. E. Jahoda 
(Hungary) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Dry and Dried Produce (Vegeta.bles) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Verlinden 
(Belgium) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Mazur (Poland) 

Group of Experts on Standardiza.tion 
of Early and Ware Potatoes 

Twenty-first session 
Avignon (France) 
27-30 May 1975 

First session 
17-19 March 1976 
Brussels (Belgium) 

Sixth session 
30 June 1975 

Cha.irman: Mr. R. Ruineau (France) 
J[!,.c e-Cha.irman: Mr. F. Ansermet (Switzerland) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Seed Potatoes 

Chairman: Mr. G. Munster 
(Switzerland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. K. Piechowiak 
(Poland) 

Group of Experts on International 
Trade Practices rela.ting to 
Agricultural Products 

Chairman: Mr. K. Pohl 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. E. Lopez-Puertas 
(Spain) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Cut Flowers 

Chairman: 

Vice-Cha.irman: 

Mr. M.Y. Zijp 
(Netherlands) 
Mr. M. Reiff (Austria) 

Eighteenth session 
Poznan (Poland) 
30 September-
4 October 1975 

Eighteenth session 
26-30 January 1976 

Second session 
1-9 May 1975 

Chairman: Mr. M.Y. Zijp Third session 
(Netherlands) San Remo (Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Baratta (Italy)21-24 October 1975 
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Body and officers Session 

CHEMICAL niDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

Chemical Industr.y Committee 

Cha.irman: Mr. z. Kubek 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Cr.ystal 
(United Kingdom) 

M !!£2, Meeting of E:rperte for the 
Study on the Availa.bility of Rew 
Materials in the Chemical Industr.y 

Cha.irmsn: Mr. H.F. Pfann 
(United States) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Gesl (Hunger.y) 

Group of E:rperts on the Periodic 
Survey of the Chemical Industr.y 

Eighth session 
15-17 October 1975 

13-14 October 1975 

Fourth session 
11-12 December 1975 

Cha.irman: Mr. J. Turonek (Poland) 
Vice-Che.irman: Mr. H. Schuster (Federal 

Republic pf Germany) 

Seminar on Technical end Economic 
Aspects of the Fertilizer Industr.y 

Chairman: Mr. G. Larinkari 
(Finland) 

11-15 August 1975 
Helsinki (Finle.nd) 

Vioe-Cheirmen: Mr. z. Ladowski (Polandl 
Mr. B. Skoog (Sweden) 

Preparator.y Meeting for the Symposium 27-28 November 1975 
on International Economic and Technical 
Co-operation in the Chemical Industr.y 

Che.irmam Mr. J. Sandor (Hungaq) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Journu (France) 

Preperator.y Meeting for the ~eminar on 10-12 December 1975 
Air Pollution Problema of the 
Inorganic Chemical Industry 

Chairman: Mr. W.J. Kolstee 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. s. Leszczynski 
(Poland) 
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COAL COMMITTEE 

Document symbol 
of report 

Coal Committee Seventy-first session ECE/COAL/14 
22-25 September 1975 

Chairman: Mr. z. Wegrzyk 
(Poland) 

Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. R. Scheid (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Group of Experts on Productivity end 
Management Problems in the Coal 
Industry 

Sixth session 
18-20 June 1975 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. A. Kurnosov (USSR) 
Mr. F. Benthaus (Federal 
Republic of Germa.ny) 

Group of Experts on Coal Statistics 

Cha.irman: Mr. W. Oakland 

Twelfth session 
23-25 June 1975 

(United Kingdom) 
Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. T. Muszkiet (Poland) 

Group of Experts on the Utilization 
and Preparation of Solid Fuels 

Chairmen: Mr. J. Barker 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. 'V. Ruban (USSR) 

Meeting of Directors of Netionel 
Mining Research Institutes 

Chairman~ Mr. P. Tregelles 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Ignatiev (USSR) 

Working Party on Coal Trade 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. B. de Corn 
(France) 
Mr. M. Cernovsq 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Symposium on G~:!sification and 
Liquefa.ction of Coal 

Sixth session 
16-18 June 1975 

Third session 
8-12 March 1976 

Twelfth session 
26-27 June 1975 
Thirteenth session 
15-17 December 1975 

12-16 January 1976 
DUsseldorf (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

COAL/GE.l/6 

COAL/GE.2/6 

COAL/GE.3/6 

COAL/GE.4/4 

COAL/WP .1/26 

COALjwP.l/28 

COAL/SEM. 3/2 
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Body end officers Session 

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STAT):STICIAN..§. 

Conference of European Statisticians 

Chairmen; 

Vice-Chairmen: 

Sir Claus Moser 
(United Kingdom) 
Mr. I. Latific 
(Yugoslavia) 
Mr. D. Tchervanev 
(Byelorussien SSR) 

Twenty-third plenary 
session 
23-27 June 1975 

Consultation on Ml=lteriels/Energy 22-24 September 1975 
Balance Sta.tistical Sub-system (MEBSS) 

Meeting on Fertility Surveys Second meeting 
30-31 October 1975 

Chairman: Mise N. Federici 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Muresan (Romania) 

Meeting on Price Measurement in 
E:r.ternal Trade 

Chairman: Mr. J. Ryten ( Cana.da.) 

5-7 May 1975 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Szilagyi (Hungary) 

Working Party on Electronic Date 
Processing 

Chairman: Mr. T.F. Hughes 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. Walczak 
(Poland) 

Thirteenth session 
22-26 March 1976 
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of report 

ECE/CES/6 

CES/AC.40/6 

CES/AC.43/12 

CES/AC.45/3 

CES/WP. 9/143 

Consul tat ion on Da.ta Base Management 16-19 September 1975 CES/WP.9/134 

Chairman: Mr. A. Rabeneeifer 
(Czechoslovakia.) 

Working Party on a System of Social 
and Demographic Statistics 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairma]ll 

Mr. L. Feetbom~weden) 
Mr. s. Bosnia 
(Yugoslavia) 

Bratislava 
(Czechoslovakia) 
Second consultation CES/WP.9/144 
22-26 Merch 1976 

Fifth see sion CES/YJP. 34/18 
28 April - 2 May 1975 
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Seminar on Sta.tistics of Science and 
Technology (joint with UNESCO) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Kezimour 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. K. Massmann 
(Austria.) 
Mr. P. Bartoli 
(France) 
Mrs. M. Golu'tinceva. 
(USSR) 

Session 

19-23 Januar,y 1976 
Prague 
(Czechoslovakia.) 

COMMITTEE ON ELECTRIC POWER 

Document symbol 
of report 

CES/SEM. 7/9 
SC. TECH/SEM. 4/9 
UNESCO/ECE/COM.76/ 

CONF.711/9 

Committee on Electric Power Thirty-fourth session ECE/EP/17 
17-21 November 1975 

Chairman: Mr. G. Colamarino 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. M. Rusnak 
(Czechoslovakia) 

!a~ Meeting of Directors of 
Institutes and Organiza.tions engaged 
in Resea.rch in the Field of Electric 
Power 

Chairman: Mr. J. Wojciechowski 
(Poland) 

Vice-Cha.irman: Mr. M. Hermane 
(Netherla.nds) 

Ad~ Meeting of E:xperts on the 
Harmonization of Legislation 
relating to International E:xchanges 
of Electric Power 

Cha.irman: Mr. J. Zuna 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G.B. Cordonnier 
(France) 

29-30 September 1975 

18-19 December 1975 

Ad hoc Meeting of E:xperts to Determine 25-26 March 1976 
the Structure of a Terminology sui ted 
to the Needs of the Committee on 
Electric Power 

Chairman: Mr. C. Tebet (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Ocrob (German 

Democratic Republic) 

EP/AC.l/2 

EP/AC.2/2 

EP/A.C.3/2 
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Body and officers 

Group of Experts on Problems of 
Planning and Operating La.rge Power 
Systems 

Chairman: Mr. G. Colamarino 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Andreiescu 
(Romania) 

Session 

Seventh session 
2-4 June 1975 

~ ~ Meeting of Experts to determine 28-30 April 1975 
the content of the studies required and Sofia (Bulgaria.) 
the programme of work on the development 
of the interoonne:xion of the electric power 
transmission systems of the Balkan 
countries 

Chairman: Mr. J. Grosev (Bulga.rie.) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. c. Ca.ssapoglou (Greece) 

Group of Experts on Electric Power 
Ste.tions 

Chairman: Mr. J. Feron (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. V. Zhilin (USSR) 

Group of Experts on the Rela.tionship 
between Electricity and the 
Environment 

Chairman: Mr. P. Devantery 
(Switzerland) 

Vioe-Chairman: Mr. A. Korobko 
(Ukrainian SSR) 

Symposium on the Role of Electric 
Power in Meeting Future Energy Needs 
and on International Co-operation in 
this Field 

Chairman: Mr. N. Dimopoulos 
(Greece) 

Sixth session 
15-17 September 1975 

Fourth session 
1-3 October 1975 

19-23 May 1975 
Delphi, Athens 
(Greece) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. R. Ra.dulet (Romania) 
Mr. J. Nassikas 
(United States) 
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EP/GE.2/6 

EP/GE.2/AC.l/2 

EP/GE.4/6 
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COMMITTEE ON GAS 

Committee on Gas 

Chairman: Mr. M. Sidorenko (USSR) 
Vi~hairmam Mr. G. Robert (France) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Natural Gas Resources 

Chairman~ Mr. W, Schott (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Vice-Chairm~: Mr. I. Zhabrev (USSR) 

Twenty-second 
session 
26-30 January 1976 

30 June-
1 July 1975 

ECE/GAS/21 

GAS/AC.2/6 

Ad hoc Meeting on Investments in the Gas 11-12 September 1975 GAS/AC.3/4 
Industry and their Financing Possibilities 

Chairman: Mr. F. Glaeser (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

.Y}~airmam Mr, J. Novak 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Group of Experts on Gas Statistics 

Chairman: Mr. H.A.A. de Melverda 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. I. Margulov (USSR) 

Group of Experts on the Use and 
Distribution of Gas 

Chai~: Mr. G. Koranyi (Hungary) 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. F, de Klerck 

(Netherlands) 

Group of Experts on the Transport and 
Storage of Gas 

Chairman~ Mr. H. Jones 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman~ Mr. N. Chtcherba 
(Ukrainian SSR) 

Seminar on the Problems relating to Sea 
Pipelines for the Transport of Gas 

Chai~: Mr. E. Barbaglia 
(Italy) 

Vice-Cha~~: Mr. L. Valkovsky (USSR) 

Fourteenth session GAS/GE.l/6 
8-10 September 1975 

Sixth session GAS/GE.2/6 
12-14 May 1975 

Sixth session 
14-16 Me.y 1975 

5-9 April 1976 
Florence (Italy) 

GAS/GE.3/6 

GAS/SEM.2/2 
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COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING 

Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 

Chairman; Mr. B. P. Sapunov 
(Ukrainian SSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Hinrichs (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the improvement of 
housing and its immediate surroundings 

Chairman: Mr. C. De Cler 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman= Mr. H. Adami (German 
Democratic Republic) 

Group of Experts on Housing, Building 
and Planning Problems and Policies in 
the Countries of Southern Europe 

Chairman: Mr. B. Popovic 
(Yugoslavia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L.H. Maziol (France) 

Working Party on Housing 

Chairman: Mr. J. Seip (Norway) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Smolik 

(Czechoslovakia) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Housing Policy 
Chairman: Mr. A. Steensma 

(Netherlands) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. W. Lebedev (USSR) 

Working Party on the Building Industry 

Chairman: Mr. s. A tayev 
(Byelorussian SSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Burgess 
(United Kingdom) 

Thirty-sixth 
session 
1-5 September 1975 

15-17 March 1976 

ECE/BBP/13 

BBP/AC.2/4 

Sixth meeting BBP/GE.2/5 
12-16 May 1975 
Belgrade 
(Yugoslavia) 

Fifth session BBP/WP.l/4 
2-4 July 1975 

11-13 February 1976 BBP/~lP.l/AC.3/4 

Eighth session 
23-27 June 1975 

. HBP/WP. 2/6 

Seminar on Industrial Production and Use of 2-6 June 1975 HBP/WP.2/R.55 
Wood-based Products in the Building Sandefjord (Norway) 

Industry 

Chairman: Mr. H. Skjelmerud (Norway) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. V. Belja.ev (USSR) 
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Ad hoc Meeting on the Use of Computers in 
the Building Industry 

Chairman: Mr. D. Laval (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. D. Dima (Romania) 

Working Party on Urban and Regional 
Planning and Development 

Chairman: Mr. F. Parfait (France ) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Y. Shpit 

(Byelorussian SSR) 

Group of Experts on Urban and Regional 
Research 

Chairman: Mr. D. Hazelhoff 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Horniak 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Seminar on National and Regional Planning 
as Frameworks for Local Planning 

Chairman: Mr. A. Hannus (Finland) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. U. Lammert (German 

---- Democratic Republic) 

Preparatory Meeting for the second ECE 
Seminar on the role of transportation in 
urban planning, development and environment 

Chairman: Mr. R.W. Bronez 
(United States) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar on 
Special Housing Needs 

Chairman: Mr. D. Barton 
(United Kingdom) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Fifth Seminar 
on the Building Industry 

Chaired by the secretariat 

Session 

8-10 December 1975 
Pe.ris (France) 

Eighth session 
15-17 December 1975 

Seventh meeting 
3-7 November 1975 

27-31 May 1975 
Helsinki (Finland) 

Second meeting 
23-24 February 1976 

19-21 January 1976 

9-11 February 1976 

Document symbol 
of report 

FfBP/WP.2/AC.l/3 

HBP/WP.3/4 

FfBP/WP. 3/GE.l/7 

BBP/SEM. 7/3 

HBP/SEM.l2/~4 
ENVjSEM.5/l? 4 
TRANS/SEM.l PM/ 4 

FfBP/SEM.l3/PM/ 2 

FfBP/SEM.l4/PM/ 4 

INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
Inland Transport Committee 

Chairman: Mr. G. Billet (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. N. Shinkarev 

(USSR) 

Thirty-fifth session ECE/TRANS/18 
2-6 February 1976 
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Ad hoc Meeting of Rapporteurs to draft 
a questionnaire on Inland Transport 
Developments 

Chairman: Mr. P. Jordanis 
(Switzerland) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Statistics 
concerning the Use of Energy 

Chairman: Mr. A. Pisarek 
(United States) 

Group of Experts on the Transport 
of Perishable Foodstuffs 

Chairman: Mr. A. Komarov (USSR) 
Vice-Che.irman: Mr. P. Peti tmermet 

(Switzerland) 

Group of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods 

Chairman: Mr. E. Wilson 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Andronov (USSR) 

Joint Meeting of the RID Safety 
Committee and the ECE Group of Experts 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Chairman: Mr. F. Ireland 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Druijff 
(Netherlands) 

Chairman: Mr. K. U [ik (Austria) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Peti tmermet 

(Switzerland) 
Chairman: Mr. W. Kirschsieper 

(Switzerland) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Zh. Ivanov (USSR) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Container 
Transport (GRCT) 

Chairman: Mr. C. Woelker 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Session 
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18-19 September 1975 TRANS/AC.l/2 

12-14 January 1976 

Twenty-ninth 
sestdon 
21-24 July 1975 

Twenty-seventh 
session 
5-8 May 1975 
special session 
19 January 1976 

TRANS/GE.6/AC.l/l 

TRANS/GE.ll/5 

TRANSfGE.l5/5 

T.RANS/GE.l5/7 

29 September- T.RANS/GE.l5/R.l32 
10 October 1975 

17-21 November 1975 TRANS/GE.l5/R.141 
Berne (Switzerland) 

19-23 January 1976 TRANS/GE.l5/R.l50 

29 March-9 April 1976 TRANS/GE.l5/R.l74 

Sixteenth session TRANS/GE.24/GRCT/5 
20-22 October 1975 

Seventeenth session TRANS/GE.24/GRCT/7 
23-26 February 1976 
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Group of Experts on Customs Questions 
affecting Transport 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne 
(France) 

Conference for Reviewing the Customs 
Convention on the International 
Transport of Goods under Cover of TIR 
Carnets 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne (France) 
Vice-Chairmen~ Mr. A.J. Francis 

(United States) 
Mr. Y.N. Primerov (USSR) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Customs 
Questions concerning Containers (GRCC) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne 
(France) 

Working Party on Road Transport 

Chairman: Mr. c. Pittam 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Y. Shvedov (USSR) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the liberalization 
of transit traffic of certain 
categories of goods carried by road 

Chairman: Mr. c. Pittam 
(United Kingdom) 

Group of Experts on Road Traffic 
Safety 

Chairman: Mr. B. Quist 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Demeter 
(Hungary) 

Group of Experts on the Construction 
of Vehicles 

Chairman: 
Chairman: 

Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) 
Mr. M. Andronov 
(USSR) 

Session 

Thirty-fifth 
session 
22-24 March 1976 

3-14 November 1975 

Nineteenth session) 
26-27 March 1975 l 
Twentieth session 
7-10 July 1975 

Fifty-eie-hth 
(special) session 
1-3 September 1975 

Fifty-ninth session 
8-12 December 1975 

4-5 September 1975 

Twenty-eighth 
session 
26-30 May 1975 

Twenty-ninth 
session 
24-28 November 1975 

Forty-sixth 
session 
16-20 June 1975 

Forty-seventh 
session 
27-31 October 1975 
Forty-eighth 
session 
15-19 March 1976 

Document symbol 
of report 

TRANS/GE.30/6 

TRANS/GE.30/AC.1/2 

TRANS/GE.30/GRCC/4 

TRANS/SC1/282 

TBANS/SC1/284 

TRANS/SC1/GE.20/7 

TRANS/SC1/GE.20/9 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/12 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/14 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/17 
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Body and officers 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Programme of Work 
of the Group of Experts on the 
Construction of Vehicles 

Chairman: Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Harmonization 
of Procedures for the Approval of 
Power-Driven Vehicles between 
Europe and the United States of America 

Chairman: Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Noise (GRB) 
Chairman: Mr. P. Tippmann 

(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Grou~ of Rapporteurs on Safety Belts 
(GRC) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Furness 
(United Kingdom) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Air Pollution 
(GRPA) 

Chairman: Mr. B. Gauvin 
(France) 

Group of Ra~porteurs on Pneumatic 
Tyree (GRPN) 

Chairman: Mr. B. Gauvin 
(France) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Safety 
Provisions on Motor Coaches and 
Buses (GRSA) 

Chairman: Mr. H. Perring 
(United Kingdom) 

Group of Rapporteurs on General 
Safety Provisions (GRSG) 

Chairman: Mr. c. Lomonaco 
(Italy) 

Session 

10-11 March 1976 

11-12 March 1976 

Fourth session 
2Q-23 May 1975 
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TRANS/SC1/WP29/17 
Annex 1 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/17 
Annex 2 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRB/2 

Twelfth session TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRC/ 4 
16-19 September 1975 
Thirteenth session 
12-16 January 1976 

Twelfth session 
7-11 July 1975 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRC/5 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRPA/2 

Thirteenth session TRANSjSCl/WP29/GRPA/3 
17-19 December 1975 

Seventh session 
5-6 January 1976 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRPN/2 

Thirteenth session TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSA/4 
5-9 May 1975 
Fourteenth session T.RANS/SC1/WP29/GRSA/5 
30 September -
3 October 1975 

Twenty-fifth TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSG/4 
session 
18-21 November 1975 
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Group of Rapporteurs on Tractors and 
Agricultural Machinery (GRT) 

Chairman: Mr. F. Bezzi (Italy) 

Working Party on Rail Transport 

Chairman: Mr. M. Monne;y 
(Switzerland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Hatnean 
(Romania) 

Working Party on Inland Water Transport 

Chairman: Mr. R. Leonard 
(Belgium) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Valkanov 
(Bulgaria) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Control of Water 
Pollution by Inland Navigation Vessels 

Chairman: Mr. R. Leonard 
(Belgium) 

Group of Experts on the Standardization 
of Technical Requirements for Vessels 
and of Ships' Papers 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. A. Long Depaquit 
(France) 
Mr. 0. Wasch (Hungary) 

Group of Experts on the Standardization 
of Rules of the Road and Signs and 
Signals in Inland Navigation 

Chairman: Mr. J. -F. Levy 
(France) 

Group of Experts on River Law 

Chairman: Mr. R. Cleton 
(Netherlands) 

Preparatory Meeting for the second ECE 
Seminar on the role of transportation in 
urban planning, development and 
environment 

Chairman: Mr. R.W. Bronez 
(United States) 

Session 

Eighth session 
25-29 August 1975 

Twenty-ninth 
session 
27-29 October 1975 

Nineteenth session 
1-4 December 1975 

20-22 May 1975 

Seventh session 
6-9 October 1975 

Sixth session 
8-11 September 1975 

Fifth se seion 
28 April -
1 May 1975 

Second meeting 
23-24 February 1976 

Document symbol 
of report 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRT/2 

TRANS/SC2/142 

TRANS/SC3/85 

TRANS/SC3/R.16 

TRANS/SC3/GE.l/12 

TRANS/SC3/GE.2/10 

TRANS/SC3/GE.33/3 

TRANS/SEM~1 PM/ 4 
HBP/SEM.l2 PM/4 
ENV/SEM. 5 PM/ 4 
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SENIOR ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. I. Fratric 
(Czechoslovakia) 
Mr. E. Lykke (Norway) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts for examining 
methode of evaluating the impact of man's 
activities on the environment 

Fourth session 
9-13 February 1976 

8-10 December 1975 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. R.F. Beckers (Belgium) 
Mr. Y. Anokhin (USSR) 

Working Party on Air Pollution Problems 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. B. Bretschneider 
(Czechoslovakia) 
Mr. L. Reed 
(United Kingdom) 

Meeting of Rapporteurs and Experts 
concerning the technical modalities of a 
programme for monitoring and evaluating 
the long-range transmission of air 
pollution in the ECE region, beginning 
with so2 and the continuation of 
develop1ng the methodology for an inventory 
of so2 emission sources in the ECE region 

Chairman: Mr. B. Ottar (Norway) 

Seminar on the Collection, Disposal, 
Treatment and Recycling of Solid Wastes 

Chairman: Mr. P. Menke-GlUckert 
(Federal Republic of 
Germany) 

Second Seminar on Deeulphurization of Fuels 
and Combustion Gases 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairmen; 

Mr. R. Harrington 
(United States) 
Mr. Y. Brodsky (USSR) 
Mr. T. Holmpy (Norway) 

Sixth session 
13-15 January 1976 

13-15 October 1975 

1-6 September 1975 
Hamburg (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

11-17 November 1975 
Washington D.C. 
(United States) 

ECE/ENV/13 

ENV/AC.3/4 

ENV/WP.l/6 

ENV/WP.l/R.l9 

ENV/SEM.4/2 
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Body and officers 

Preparatory Meeting for the second ECE 
Seminar on the role of transportation in 
urban planning, development and environment 

Chairman: Mr. R.W. Bronez 
(United States) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar on 
the Principles and Creation of Non-Waste 
Technology and Production 

Chairman: Mr. P. Philip (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. C. Cala (Poland) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar on 
air pollution problems of the inorganic 
chemical industry 

Chairman: Mr. W.J. Kolstee 
(Netherlands) 

Session 

Second meeting 
23-24 February 1976 

24-26 November 1975 

lQ-12 December 1975 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. S. Leszczynski (Poland) 

Document symbol 
of report 

ENV/ SEM. 5/PM/ 4 
BBP/SEM.l2/PM/ 4 
TRANS/SEM.l/PM/ 4 

ENV/SEM.6/PM/2 

ENV/SEM. 7/PM/2 
CHEM/SEM.5/AC/2 

SENIOR ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS ON SCIENCE ~ND TECHNOLCGY 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Science and Technology 

Chairman: Mr. G. Cortellessa 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Makourine (USSR) 

Meeting of Rapporteurs on the 
Organization and Management of 
International Co-operation Research 

Chairman: Mr. K. MUller 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Kramish 
(United States) 

Fourth session ECE/SC.TECH/8 
15-19 September 1975 

28-29 April 1975 SC.TECH/AC.3/2 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Co-operation 29-30 April 1975 SC.TECH/AC.4/2 
in Energy Technologies 

Chairman: Mr. G. Cortellessa 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Ks.ssov (Bulgaria) 

Seminar on the Management of the Transfer 14-17 July 1975 
of Technology within Industrial 
Co-operation 

Chairman: Mr. u. Colombo (Italy) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Shershnev (USSR) 

SC. TECH/SEM. 3/2 
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Seminar on Statistics of Science and 
Technology (joint with UNESCO) 

Chairman; Mr. J. Ka.zimour 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairmem Mr. K. Messmann 
(Austria) 
Mr. P. Bartoli 
(France) 
Mrs. M. Golubinceva 
(USSR) 

Session 

19-23 January 1976 
Prague 
(Czechoslovakia) 

SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS 

Senior Economic Advisers to 
ECE Governments 

Chairman: Mr. W. Haeder 
(German Democratic 
Republic) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. o. Thur (Canada) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on the Overall 
Economic Perspective 

Chairman; Mr. P. Schreiner 
(Norway) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. W. Raeder (German 
Democratic Republic) 

Consultation on the 1976 Seminar 
Chairman: Mr. J. Kooyman 

(Netherlands) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. Morva (Hungary) 

Thirteenth session 
19-23 January 1976 

25-29 August 1975 

26-28 May 1975 

STEEL COMMITTEE 

Steel Committee 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. X. de Mijolla 
(France) 
Mr. z. Sobczyk (Poland) 

Forty-third 
session 
28-30 October 1975 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 11-12 June 1975 
Forecasting Methods 

Chairman: Mr. P. Clerget (France) 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. L.M. Gavrilina (USSR) 
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SC.TECH/SEM.4/9 
CES/SEM.7/9 
UNESCO/ECE/COM.76/ 

CONF.711/9 

ECE/EC.AD/12 

EC.AD(XII)/AC.l/1 

EC.AD/SEM.4/P.M/2 

ECE/STEEL/13 

STEEL/AC.l/4 
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Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Increasing 
Use of Continuous Processes in the Iron 
and Steel Industry 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. I. Kushnir 
(Ukrainian SSR) 
Mr. J. Pivont 
(Belgium) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Scrap Problems 
in the Iron and Steel Industry 

£hairman: Mr. X. de Mijolla 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Firek 
(Poland) 

Group of Experts on the Changing Pattern 
of Energy Use in the Iron and Steel 
Industry 

Chairman: 

~ce-Chairman: 

Mr. v. Petrikeev 
(USSR) 
Mr. J. Pivont 
(Belgium) 

Working Party on the Steel Market 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. J. Ghielain 
(Belgium) 
Mr. J. Mikea 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Session 

16-17 February 1976 

18-19 February 1976 

Third meeting 
5-6 May 1975 

Fourteenth 
session 
9-10 June 1975 

TIMBER COMMITTEE 

Timber Committee 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairmen! 

Mr. A. Madas 
(Hungary) 
Mr. J. Bakker 
Mr. F. Palmer 

Study Group on Mechanization of 
Fore at vlork 

Chairman: Mr. F. Rydbo 
(Sweden) 

Thirty-third session 
20-24 October 1975 

(Netherlands) 
(United Kingdom) 

Seventh session 
9-13 February 1976 

Document symbol 
of report 

STEEL/AC.2/2 

STEEL/ AC. 3/2 

STEEL/GE.l/6 

STEEL/WP .1/6 

ECE/TIM/7 

TIM/EFC/WP.l/GE.3/5 
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Symposium on Multi-Purpose Logging 
Machines 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. F. Rydbo (Sweden) 
Mr. V. Nemtsov (USSR) 

Seminar on Industrial Production and Use 
of Wood-based Products in the Building 
Industry 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. H. Skjelmerud 
(Norway) 
Mr. V. Beljaev (USSR) 

Session 

lQ-18 June 1975 
J8nkoping, Stockholm 
(Sweden) 

2-6 June 1975 
Sandefjord (Norway) 
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TIM/EFC/WP.l/SEM.2/l 

TIM/SEM.l/3 

Symposium on Forests and Wood: 
their role in the environment 

22-26 September 1975 TIM/SEM.4/2 
Interlaken 

Chairman: Mr. M. de Coulon 
(Switzerland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. V .G. Atrokhin 
(USSR) 

(Switzerland) 

COMMITTEE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE 

Committee on the Development 
of Trade 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. L. Klucinski (Poland) 
Mr. R. Morawi tz (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Administrative 
Restrictions 

Chairman: Mr. B. Hall (Sweden) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Stampfl (German 

Democratic Republic) 

Twenty-fourth 
session 
24-28 November 1975 

20-23 October 1975 

Preparatory Meeting for the Second Informal 5-6 February 1976 
Meeting of Trade E:xperts 

ECE/TRADE/123 

TRADE/AC.2/2 

TRADE/AC.5/R.l 

Group of E:xperts on International Ninth session T.RADE/GE.l/31 
Contract Practices in Industry 10-13 November 1975 

Chairman: Mr. G. Cristea (Romania) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Stumpf (Federal Republic of Germany) 
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Working Party on Facilitation of 
International Trade Procedures 

Chairman: Mr. V. Kostikov (USSR) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. R.C. Milne (Canada) 

Group of E:xperts on Automatic Data 
Processing and Coding 

Chairman: Mr. V. David 

Session 

Fourth session 
24-26 September 1975 

Tenth session 
5-6 June 1975 

Eleventh session 
23 and 26 September (Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. F. Borgstr5m (Sweden) 1975 

Document symbol 
of report 

TBADEjwP.4/ll7 

T.RADE/WP.4/GE.l/20/ 
Rev.l 

TRADE/WP.4/GE.l/22 

Group of E:xperts on Data Requirements 
and Documentation 

Ninth session TRADE/WP.4/GE.2/18 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. J. Duquesne (France) 
Mr. I. Balazs (Hungary) 

2-4 and 6 June 1975 

Tenth session 
22 and 25 September 

1975 
Eleventh session 
23 February 1976 

Third Seminar on East-West Trade Promotion, 13-15 May 1975 
Marketing and Business Contacts 

Chairman: Mr. W. Kowalski (Poland) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. J.-E. Balmat 

(Switzerland) 

COMMITTEE ON WATER PROBLEMS 

Committee on Water Problems 

Chairman: Mr. A. Volker 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Lukacs 
(Hungary) 

Group of E:xperts on Aspects of Water 
Quality and Quantity 

£.hairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. v. Plechac 
(Czechoslovakia) 
Mr. B.K. MUhleck (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Seminar on the Protection of Coastal Waters 
against Pollution from Land-based Sources 

Chairman: Mr. M. Ruivo 
(Portugal) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. V. Papissov (USSR) 

Seventh session 
29 September-
3 October 1975 

Third session 
9-11 June 1975 

17-22 November 1975 
Lisbon (Portugal) 

TRADE/WP.4/GE.2/20 

TRADE/WP.4/GE.2/22/ 
Rev.l 

TRADE/ SEM. 2/2 

ECE/WATER/12 

WATER/GE.l/6 

WflTER/SEM. 3/2 
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ANNEX II 

LIST OF ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
BROUGHT TO TEE ATTENTION OF THE THIRTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE 

COMMISSION IN CONNEXION WITH THE ADOPTION 
OF TEE PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES 

Sub,ject 

- Publication in printed form of the 
Study on research on the quality of 
life in urban settlements 

- Publication in printed form of Human 
Settlements in Europe - Post-war 
trends and policies 

- Publication in printed form of the 
Study on major trends in housing 
policies in ECE countries 

- Publication in offset form of the 
Study of principles and methods for 
the provision of economic incentives, 
including the fixing of fees and 
charges in water supply and "'aste 
water disposal systems 

- Publication in offset form of the 
Proceedings of the Seminar on 
LorlS'-term Planning of vlater 
Management 

- Publication in offset form of the 
Report of rational methods of flood 
control planning in river basin 
development 

Document in which the 
Statement of financial 

implications is contained 

ECE/BBP/13, paragraph 74 
and Annex VI 

ECE/BBP/13, paragraph 74 
and Annex VI 

ECE/BBP/13, paragraph 74 and 
Annex VI 

ECEj\vATER/12, paragraph 62 

ECE/WATER/12, paragraph 62 

ECE/WATER/12, paragraph 62 

Estimated 
~ 

$ 

29,665 

28,120 

25,470 

3,400 

33,000 

9,000 

- Publication in printed form of 
Road Traffic Census Maps, 1975 

ECE/TRANS/18, paragraph 140 (a) 11,870 

- Publication in offset form of the ECE/TRANS/18, paragraph 140 (b) 39,760 
Text of the Technical Requirements 
concerning the construction of motor-
vehicles and their equipment and parts 

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



E/5781 
E/ECE/909 
Annex III 
page 1 

ANNEX III 

LIST OF MAJOR ECE STUDIES AND PUBLICATIONS, 1975/76 

~: The language versions issued are indicated by the following abbreviations: 
E, English; F, French; R, Russian i E/F, bilingual (English/French); 
E/F jR, trilingual (English/French/Russian). 

GENERAL 

Annual Report of the ECE to the ECOSOC, 30 April 1974 - 24 April 1975 
(E/5651-E/.ECE/889) 

Economic Survey of Europe in 1974 - Part I: The European Economy in 
197 4 (Sales No • 75. II .E .1) Part II : Poe t-wa.r demographic trends in 
Europe and the outlook until the year 2000 (Sales No. 75.II.E.l6) 

Economic Bulletin for Euro~e, Vol. 27 -Recent changes in Europe's 
trade (Sales No. 76.II.E.3) 

Increased Energy Economy and Efficiency in the ECE Region 
(E/ECE/883/Rev.l) (Sales No. 76.II.E.2) 

AGRICULTURE 

Proceedings of the Symposium on the Effects of Fertilizers on the Qlla.lity 
and Nutritional Value of Grains, Potatoes, Selected Fruits and Vegetables 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

and Fora.se, 4-8 June 1974, Vol. I and II (ECE/AGRI/12) E/F/R 

Prices of Agricultural Products and Selected Inputs in Europe and 
North America. 1973/74 -Annual ECE/FAO Price Review No. 24 (ECE/AGRI/13) 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.4) E F R 

Agricu 1 tura.l Trade Review No. 12: Asriou 1 tura.l Trade in Europe - Recent 
developments (prepared in 1974) - The European market for strawberries 
(ECE/AGRI/15) (Sales No.: 75.II.E.8) E F R 

Agricul tura.l Market Review No. 17: Review of the Agricul tura.l Si tua.tion 
in Europe a.t the End of 1974; Vol. I - General review, grain, 
livestock and meat; Vol. II- Dairy products, esse (ECE/AGRI/16) 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.l2) E F R 

Biological measures of plant protection (ECE/AGRI/17) E F R 

Proceedings of the Symposium on the Organization of Production in 
Large-Scale Agricu 1 tura.l Enterprises , Sla.nchev Bria.g (Bu lga.ria.), 
23-26 September 1974, Vol. I and II (ECE/AGRI/18) E/F/R 

Short stemmed, lodging-resistant varieties of barley, rye and other 
grain crops (ECE/AGRI719) E F R 
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Methods and equipment for minimum tillase: AGRI/MECH Report No. 61 
(AGRI/GE .2/16) 

Preparation and conservation of hay: AGRI/MECH Report No. 62 
(AGRI/GE.2/19) 

Farm milk coolins and milk collection: AGRI/MECH Report No. 
(AGRI/GE.2/20) 

Revised European Standard No. 7/Rev.2 -Early potatoes 
(AGRI/WP.ljEUR.STAN.7/Rev.2) 

Revised European Standard No. 17/Rev.2 -Carrots 
(AGRI/WP.l/EUR.STAN.l7/Rev.2) 

Revised European Standard No. 21/Rev.l -Water-melons 
(AGRijwP.ljEUR.STAN.21/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 22/Rev.l -Wood bilberries 
(AGRijwP.ljEUR.STAN.22/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 28/Rev.l- Garlic 
(AGRijwP.ljEUR.STAN.28/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 30/Rev.l -Ware potatoes 
(AGRijwP.ljEUR.STAN.30/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 32/Rev.l - Sweet peppers 
(AGRI/WP.l/EUR.STAN.32/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 37/Rev.l - Aubersines 
(AGRI/WP.ljEUR.STAN.37/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 38/Rev.l -Cultivated MUshrooms 
(AGRI/WP.l/EUR.STAN.38/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 39/Rev.l - Leeks 
(AGRijwP.l/EUR.STAN.39/Rev.l) 

European Standard No. 41 -Melone (AGRI/WP.l/11) 

CEEMICALS 

Annual Review of the Chemical Industry 1974 (ECE/CHEM/12) 

Periodic Bulletins 

63 

Annual Bulletin of Exports of Chemical Products, 1973, Vol. I 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.l0) 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

E F R 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EjF/R 
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ENERGY 

The Coal Situation in the ECE Region in 1974 and its Prospects 
(ECE/COAL/15) 

Problems in the design and operation of thermal power stations, Vol. XVI 
(ECE/EP/8) 

Distribution o£ electric power and problems of rural electrication, 
Vol. XVI (ECE/EP/9) 

The economic features of the use of nuclear power stations in 
comparison with conventional thermal power stations in the light of 
experience gained in the design and operation of these stations 
(ECE/EP/12) 

Problems involved in the selection of sites for the construction of 
nuclear power stations, taking into account their influence on the 
environment (ECE/EP/14) 

The influence of air pollution on the design and operation of the 
external electrical insulation of stations and sub-stations and of 
overhead lines (ECE/EP/15) 

The Gas Situation in Europe in 1973 and its Prospects (ECE/GAS/19) 

Environmental advantages resulting from the use of gas instead of 
other forms of ener~y, and environmental aspects of distribution 
systems (ECE/GAS/22) 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of General Energy Statistics for Europe, 1973, Vol. VI 
(Sales No.: 75. !I.E .5) 

Annual Bulletin of Coal Statistics for Europe, 1974, Vol. IX 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.l4) 

Qparterly Bulletin of Coal Statistics for Europe, 1975, Vol. XXIV, 
No. 1, 2, ; 

Annual Bulletin of Electric Energy Statistics for Europe, 1974, Vol. XX 
(Sales No.: 75. !I.E .18) 

Half-yearly Bulletin of Electric Energy Statistics for Europe, 1975, 
Vol. XX, No. 1, 2 

Annual Bulletin of Gas Statistics for Europe, 1974, Vol. XX 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.l7) 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Ecological Aspects of Economic Development 
Planning, Rotterdam (Netherlands), 7-11 April 1975 
(ENV /SEM.2/3 - EC .ADjSEM. 3/;) 

HOUSING, BUilDING AND PLANNING 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Construction in Seismic Regions and in 
Regions with Difficult Ground Conditions, Bucharest (Romania), 
14-18 October 1974 (HBP/SEM.6/3) 

Proceedings of the Seminar on National and Regional Planning as 
Frameworks for Local Planning, Helsinki (Finland), 27-31 Ma;y 1975 
(HBP/SEM. 7/4) 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe, 1974, 
Vol. XVIII (Sales No.: 75.II.E.ll) 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

E/F/R 

Proceedings of the Seminar on the Organization and Management of 
Co-operative International Research, Warsaw (Poland), 23-26 September 1974 
(ECE/SC.TECH/9) E only 

SENIOR ECONCMIC ADVISERS 

Use of Systems of Models in Planning, Proceedings of the Seminar held 
in Moscow {USSR), from 2 to 11 December 1974 (ECE/EC.AD/11) 
(Sales No.; 75.II.E.9) 

Reports on current research during the year 1974 on the use of 
mathematical methods in economic analysis (EC.AD/4) 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Ecological Aspects of Economic Development 
Planning, Rotterdam (Netherlands), 7-11 April 1975 
(EC .AD/SEM. 3/3 - ENV /SEM.2/3) 

STEEL AND ENGINEERING 

The Steel Market in 1974 (ECE/STEEL/11) (Sales No.: 75.II.E.l3) 

Changing Pattern of Energy Use in the Iron and Steel Industry 
(ECE/tlTEEL/12) 

Periodic Bulletins 

Statistics of World Trade in Steel, 1974 {Sales No.: 75.II.E.l5) 

Annual Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, 1974, Vol. II 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.6) 

EFR 

E/F/R 

EFR 

EFR 

EFR 

E only 

E/F/R 
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Quarterly Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, 1975, Vol. XXVI, 
No. 1, 2, 3 

Bulletin of Statistics on World Trade in Ens'ineering Products, 1973 
(Sales No.: 75 .II.E .7) 

TIMBER 

Supplements to the Timber Bulletin for Europe 

Volume XXVII 

f:l'upplement No. 

5 Review of European forest products markets, 1974 to April 1975 

Volume XXVIII 

Supplement No. 

1 Annual forest products market review 

2 Part I - Papers presented to the Symposium on the Modernization 
of the Sawmillins Industry, 13-17 January 1975 

3 Forest products market trends in 1975 and prospects for 1976 

Periodic Bulletins 

Timber Bulletin for Europe, Vol. XXVII, No. 2 

Timber Bulletin for Europe, Vol. XXVIII, No. 1 

TRANSPORT 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

EFR 

EFR 

E/F/R 

EFR 

E/F 

E/F 

Commentary on the Convention of 19 May 1956 on the Contract for the 
International Carriase of Goods by Road (CMR) (ECE/TRANS/14) E F R 

European A@reement on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR), done 
at Geneva on 15 November 1975 (ECE/TRANS/16) E/F/R 

Customs Convention on the International Transport of Goods under Cover of 
TIR Carnets (TIR Convention), done at Geneva on 14 November 1975 
(ECE/TRANS/17) E/F/R 

Convention on the Contract for the International Carriase of Passensers 
and I.ussase by Inland Waterway (CVN) (ECE/TRANS/20) E/F/R 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe, 1974, Vol. XXVI 
(Sales No.: 75 .II.E .19) 

Statistics of Road Traffic ~cidents in Europe, 1974, Vol. XXI 
(Sales No.: 75.II.E.20) 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors 
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales 
Section, New York or Geneva. 

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES 

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences 
depositaires du mondc entier. Informez-vous aupres de votre libraire ou adressez-vous 
a : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve. 

KAK IIOJIY'IHTh H3)l;AHHH OPrAHH 3AU:HH OB'DE)l;HHEHHhiX HAU:HII 

H3,llaHHH OpraHH3ai.:(HH O!h.e,liHaeHHbiX Hai.:(Hl!: MOJKHo KYOHTb a KHH>KHbiX Mara-

3HHax H areHTCT,.aX BO BCeX paHOH8X MHpa. HaBO,liHTC cnpaBKH 06 H3,li8HHHX B 
aaweM KHH>KHOM 'Mara3HHe HJIH nHWHTe no a,llpecy: OpraHH3ai.:(Hfl 015'heJIHHeHHbiX 

Hal.:(ul!:, CeKLIHfl no npo,llame H3J18HHA, Hbw-HopK HJIH JKeaeaa. 

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estan en venta en librerias y casas distri
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirijase a: Naciones 
Unidas, Seccion de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra. 

Price: $U.S.l0.00 GE.76-44495-June 1976-3,500 
(or equivalent in other currencies) 
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