
 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 
ANNUAL REPORT 
(1 May 1977- 22 April 1978) 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL RECORDS, 1 978 

SUPPLEMENT No.7 

VOLUME I 

UNITED NATIONS 



,---------.. -- -



/ 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 
ANNUAL REPORT 
(1 May 1977- 22 April1978) 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

OFFICIAL RECORDS, 1 978 

SUPPLEMENT Na. 7 

VOLUME I 

UNITED NATIONS 

New York, 1978 



NOTE 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures. 
Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 

E/1978/47 
E/ECE/960 



mTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER I 

COITTDNTS 

VOLUl'IE I 

D30UES THAT Rill QUIRE .ACTION BY, OR ARID BROUGIYJ:l TO 
Trill ATTENTION OF, TII8 ECONOIUC AND SOCIAL COUJ.ITUIJJ 

CHAPTER II vlORK OF 1rim COI<IIUSSION 8llWE THill THIRTY-i3ECO:ND 
SESSION 

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies ••.••••..•.••••• 

B. Other activities ............ o ••••• , ••••••••••••• 

C. Relations vri th specialized agencies and other 
orgaJnizati011S I 1 1 1 I 1 0 o I II 0 0 I I I 0 I I I I I I I I I I I I I o I Ill I e 

CHAPTER III THIRTY-THIRD SESSION OF THill cor:iJYJ:ISSIOJ.IT 

A. Attendance and organization of 't•rork .•.•. , .•.. , • 

B. Ag e11cla •....••• o •••••••• " II ••• ,. •• , o •• o , •••••• o ••• 

E/1978/47 
E/ECE/960 
page i 

1 

2 - 3 

4 

5 - 6 

7 

8 - 21 

22. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

C. Account of proceedincs .........•........•...•• • 23 - 393 6 

GE. 78-45383 

Revieu of the economic situation in Europe 

Horl: of the Conm1ission as a uhole, ) 
and ) 

The uork and future activities of the Commission) 
and the proposal in resard to the holding of ) 
all-Eurovean conarosscs or inter-state ) 
conferences on co-operation in the field of ) 
protection of the environment, dcvelonment of ) 
transport, and energy ) 

Concentration and integration of the Commission's 
progranm1es of '\'Torl~ ••• " .......... " . ., ....• o • o ••••• 

\rlork of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Col11Illissiorl ••••• o • Iii ••• o ••• o o o o • o ••••••••• o •• •••• 

Committee on Agricultural Problems •••• , •.••• 
Chemical Industry Committee ••.•••.•••••••••• 
Coal Conm1ittee , •.....•. o ••••••• , •••••••• o ••• 

Conference of European titatisticians ••••• , •• 
Comrni ttee on Electric Polrer ••• , • , , , , , • , ••••• 
Committee on Gas 0 ••• e " • " ., • 0 I •••• e ••••••••••• 

Committee on Housing 9 Building ~1d Plru1nina • 

23 - 40 6 

~-1 - 89 9 

90- 114 19 

115- 278 23 

116- 126 23 
127 - 135 29 
136 - 152 31 
153 - 163 36 
164 - 177 41 
178 - 189 47 
190 - 200 51 



E/1978/47 
D/ECE/960 
page ii 

CHAPTER IV 

COlTTEHTi.J (continued) 

VOLUiill I (continued) 

Inland Transport Committee ••••••••••••••••.• 
Senior Advisers to ECTI Goverrunents on 

Environmental Problems ••••••••••••• , • , . o , , 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governrnonts on 
Science and Technology ••• , , , • , , , •• , , .• , • , • 

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments . 
f.Jteel Comn1i ttee ...... "o., o •••••• " ••••••• o. o. 

Tirnber Cor.~.unittoe o •• o o ••• o •••• ,." •••• o •• II. o o. 

Committee on the Development of Trade •••..•• 
Commit-bee on ''TatGr Problems , ••.... , , .• , • , ••• 

Development of trac.1o anc1 industri£1.1 co-operation 

Follou-up action to tho relevant Commission 
decisions 

Contribution of the Commission to the 
preparations for the United Nationo 
Conference on 3cience and Technology 
for DcveloplTIEJ11t ••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 • 0 • 0 • e e ••• 

Economic co-operation in the liediterranean 
in the light of the Final Act of the CSCE • 

Selected topics for special attention •••.••• 
Problems of land use and land-use planning 

in tl1e ECE regio11 ....... " o ••• o • ~~ •• "' •• o •••• 

Dissemination of information ••.•.•.•.•.•..•• 
The Overall Economic Perspedive for the 

ECD Recion up to 1990 •..•••.•.•.•.••.•...• 
GenGral energy problems in tho EOJJ region • , • 
Standa1..,c1izatio11 " o o • o ••••• o • o ••• o " o " , o • " o " • o • 

A11tomatio11 . , . o •• o." o •• o •• ". o •• o o. g" o o o" o o o I). 
Encineerints industries •.......•..... o ••••••• 

Recommendations by the f:Jessional Cor:IDli ttee and 
action tal;:en thereon by tho Plenary •• , •.....•.• 

ProGramme of uorl;: for 1978-1982 •......•...•.•.. 

Other bv .. si11oss , o • o ... " •••• o ••• " ••• o o •• II o o o •• o •••• 

Adoption of the Annual Report of tho CoJlliilission 
to -Ghe Economic and Social Council .•....••••.•• 

RESOLUTIOIT .AHD OTHeR DECISIONS ADOPTED BY TED 
THIRTY-THIRD SEGSIOlT OF TI-lE ECONOIIIC COIII1IOfJIOH 
FOR ~UR0PJD 

paragraphs page 

201 - 212 57 

213 - 223 61 

224 - 229 66 
230 - 240 69 
241 - 247 72 
248 - 268 74 

269 79 
270 - 278 80 

279 - 293 83 

294 - 302 87 

303 - 307 88 
308 - 309 89 

310 - 321 89 
322 - 323 91 

32~. 92 
325 - 336 92 
337 - 341 97 
342 - 352 98 
353 - 367 100 

368 - 373 103 

374 - 388 104 

389 - 391 106 

392 - 393 107 

108 



ANNEXES 

CHAPTER V 

I. 

COHTENTf3 (continued) 

y_q_L~:fJIL.1 . ( contiri.uecl) 

Statements of financial implications of actions 
and proposals of the CJonunission 

II. List of meetings of the Commission's subsidiary 
bodies hold in 1977/78 . 

E/1978/47 
E/ECE/960 
page iii 

III. Publications Mc1 c1octmlents issued by ·cho Conu;1ission 

VOL1TIIC II ----
PROGRA11I:1E OF v!ORK POR 1978-1902 





DCONOIUC COrfrUSSION FOR EUROPE 

Annual Report ·bo the Economic and Social Council covGring 
the period from 1 Uay 1977 tci 22 April 1978 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The present Ammal Report of the Economic Conunission for Europe (EC:C), uhich 
covers the period 1 l11ay 1977 to 22 April 1978 inclusivG, uas adopted unanimously 
by the Commission at the fourteenth meGtins of its thirty-third session on 
22 April 1978, It is presented to the Economic and Social Council for 
consideration at its sixty-fifth session in accordance '·ri th paracra~)h 6 of the 
Commission's terms of reference, ,.,hich states~ "The Conunission shall submit to 
the Council a full report on its activities and p18lls~ including those of any 
subsidiary bodies~ once a year , •• 11

• 

CHAPTER I 

ISSUES THAT REQ,UIRJJ ACTION BY, OR ARE BROUGHT TO 
THC ATTENTION OF, TilE ECONOJYiiC AND SOCIAL COUNCII, 

2. At its fourteenth meetinG held on 22 April 1978 the Commission approved the 
follm·ring draft decioion for submission to the Economic and f:locial Council for 
action: 

"The Economic and Social Co1.m.cil decided: 

To take note of the report of tho Economic Conunission for Durope for tho 
period 1 IIay 1977 to 22 A-pril 1978, of the vimm expressed during tho 
discussions in the Commission and of the rGsolutions Met other decisions 
adopted by the Commission at its thirty-thirc:t session contained in 
Chapters III and IV of that report, and of the Commission 1 s proarru-:m1e of 
vTOrk contained therein. 11 

) o The attention of the Council is also drai"m to Conunission clecision Til (]~XXIII) 
on the EC:C follou-up to the United Nations ~·Tater Conference, and in particular 
to operative paragraph 6 thereof (for the text sec Chapter IV belmv-) o 

CHAPTER II 

i'TORK OF Till CQr.'ITUSSION SlllCE TI-JD THIRTY-SECOND O:CSSION 

4· The list of meetings of the Commission's subsidiary bodies held in 1977/78 
can be found in Annex II of this Report. It contains the dates of tho meetinGs, 
the munes of the officers ru1d the symbols of the reports ado·pted. Theoe re1;orts 
give a full accotm.t of discussions held and record the agreements reached anc.1 
decisions taken. The reports of the Conm1ission 1 s Principal fJubsidiar-<J Bodies 
contain in addition the programmes of vTOrl~ adopted by these bodies; these 
programmes have been incorporated in the Commission's progranune of uork for 
1978-1902 pursuant to operative paraeraph 4 (b) of Conmission resolution 5 (:XXIV) 
(see Chapter V of this Report). 



5, Pursuant to the relevant resolutions ru!.d decisions of the Commission, the 
Executive SecretaiJr has submitted to tho thirty-third session a number of reports 
on the i·rork done on projects included in category 01 of the Commission's 
programme of Hork, i.e, those carried out under the direct authority of the 
Commission itself. A list of those reports and their sy.mbols can be fotmd in 
Annex III. 

6. During the period tmder revieu, the secretariat serviced the session of the 
Commission, the meetings of its subsidiary bodies as Hell as special meetings 
held under EOD auspices. The publication of periodic surveys anci revimrs, 
including the cmnual Eg_o_n._omic_[:2}.g:,v_~_of E~o~, the Econ..Q!U_iC Bulletin for ~urope 1 
and a series of specialized statistical bulletins, covering general energy, coal, 
electric poi·ror, aas, housing and buildine, steel, entJ'ineering, chemicals, timber 
and transport, as 11ell as the issuance of monthly and "I'Teekly statistica.l 
indicators of short-term economic changes in E.CE countries, 1·ras continued, The 
secretariat of the Commission maintained close and regular liaison i·ri th the 
secretariat at United Nations Headquarters and co-operated I'Tith the Department 
of Economic and Social .Affairs, as uell as uith other tmi ts of the United Nations 
Secretariat, on projects of common interest. 

7. In a Note submitted to the thirty-third sesion (E,/ECil/933) the Executive 
Secretary doscribec1 the co-operation of the Commission and its secretariat vri th 
United Hv.tions specialized aeencies and other international orBanizations as 
i·rell as uith their secretariats. 



CHII.PTER III 

THIRTY -THIRD SESSION OF THE C Qr.~HSS ION 

A. Attendance and organization of vmrk 
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8. The thirty-third session of the Commission 11as held from 11 to 22 April 1978. 
At the opening of the session on 11 April 1978, the Commission heard statements 
by the outgoing Chairman, r1r. C. Sommaruga, by the newly elected Chairman, 
r.Ir. E. Kulaga, by the Director-General of the United Nations Office in Geneva, 
Mr. L. Cottafavi, '\vho read a message from the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, by the Under-Secretary-General for Economic ru1d Social Affairs, 
r.fr. J, Ripert, and the opening statement by the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, Nr. J. Stanovnlic. 

9. The thirty-third session v·ras attended by representatives from Albania; 
Austria; :Belgium; Bulgaria; Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic i Canada; 
Cyprus; Czechoslovakia.; Denmark; Finland; France; German Democratic Republic; 
Germany, Federal Republic of; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; Ireland; Italy; 
Luxembourg; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Spain; 
Sweden; S1·ritzerland; Turkey; Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic; Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 
United States of America, and Yugoslavia. 

10. Representatives of the Holy See and Liechtenstein participated under 
Article 8 of the Commission's terms of reference. 

11. Representatives of Argentina, Australia, Israel and ~misia participated 
under Article 11 of the Commission's terms of reference. 

12. Representatives of the \"lorld Food Council (WFC), of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
of the United Nations Children's FLmd (UNICEF), of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) 
and of the following specialized and other intergovernmental organizations >vere in 
attendance: International Labour Organisation (ILO); United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); vJorld Health Organization (vlliO); 
International Honetary Fund (INF); Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization (IHCO); International Atomic Energy Agency (IADA); General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT); Council for r.futual Economic Assistance (CMElA); 
European Economic Community (EEC); vlorld Tourism Organization (\ITO). 

13. The follovTing non-governmental organizations were represented: International 
Chamber of Commerce; International Organization for Standardization; ~1ternational 

Council of Uomen; \r/orld Federation of Trade Unions (HFTU); International Bar 
Association; International Council for Environmental Lau; International La'\'T 
Association; \'lomen' s International League for Peace ru1d Freedom; International 
Electrotechnical Commission; and Sierra Club. 

14. Also present at the invitation of the secretariat Here representatives of 
the secretariats of the Council of Europe and of the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA). 
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15. A complete list of participants can be found in document E/ECE/(XXXIII)/1.4, 
and Corr.l. 

16. At its second meeting, the Commission unanimously elected 
r.:rr. Eugeniusz Kulaga (Poland) Chairman, and Mr. Fen1ando Benito (Spain) 
Vice-Chairman of the Commission. 

17. The Commission unru1imously elected Mr. Henri Douxchamps Segesser de Brunegg 
(Belgium) Chairman, and !1r. Vadim Ivanovitch Louldanovitoh (Byelorussian SSR) 
Vice-Chairmen of the Sessional Committee. 

10. r1:r. Dru1iel !·1. Loftin (United States of America) and Mr. Giinter Schumann 
(German Democratic Republic) vrere appointed Rapporteurs. 

19. The Commission decided to pass to the Sessional Committee, in addition to 
agenda item 4(f) - vlork of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission -
the folloiving agenda i terns for preliminary consideration~ 

4(e) 
7(d) 

- Concentration and integration of the Commission's programme of "Vrork 
- Problems of le11d use and land--use planning in the ECE region 

;~~~ - The Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE region up to 1990 
- General energy problems in the ECE region 

7(h) - Standardization 

;g~ - Automation 
- Engineering industries 

8 ·· Programme of work for 1978-1982 

20. The Sessional Committee met from 11 to 19 April 1978. 

21. The account of the consideration by the Sessional Committee of item 4(f) 
can be founcl in paragraphs 116 to 278 beloilr. The account of the discussion 
on those items which had been assigned to the Sessional Committee for 
preliminary consideration as referred to in paragraph 19 above, are contained 
in paragraphs 90-ll4i 310-321; 324-367; 376-388 below. For the recommendations 
of the Sessional Committee to the Plenary and the action taken by the Commission on 
these recommendations, see paragraphs 368 to 373 belou. 

B. Agenda 

22. The Commission had before it the provisional agenc1a (E/ECE/929 /Rev .1 ), 
At its second meeting, it adopted this agenda, ivhich read as follOi·rs: 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

2. Election of Officers 

3. Revieill of the economic situation in ELlrope 

4. io.Jork of the Commission as a iiThole, including: 

(a) The Commission's activities and implementation of 
priorities in 1977 (Commission resolution 2 (XXV)) E/ECE/930 

(b) Resolutions bearing on the ilrork of the 
Commission adopted lJy the Economic and Social 
Council and the General Assembly E/ECE/931 



(c) Commission's contribution to the United Nations 
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programmes designed to assist developing cotmtries E/ECE/932 

(d) 

(e) 

Co-operation with other international organizations E/ECE/933 

Concentration and integration of the Commission's 
programmes of '\-Tork (Commission decision D (XXXII)) E/ECE/934 

5. 

6. 

(f) Uork of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Commission 

The \·Tork and future activities of the Commission 
(Commission resolution 1 (XXXII)) and the proposal 
in regard to the holding of all-European congresses 
or li1ter-State conferences on co-operation in the 
field of protedion of the environment~ development 
of transport~ and energy 

Development of trade and industrial co-operation 

ll 
E/;ECE/,935 
E/ECE/,936& Corr.l 
E~CE/,937 
E~CE/938 
E/ECE/,951 
E/ECE/952 
E/ECE/,953 
E/ECE/,954 
E/ECE/,9 55 
E/ECE/,956 
E/ECE/957 
EjECE/,958 
EjECE/959 

ECE/TRADE/128 
E/ECE/939 

l/ Under this agenda sub-item, the Commission had before it the follo\vli1g 
documentation: 

Committee on Agricultural Problems 
Chemical Industry Committee 
Coal Committee 
Conference of European Statisticians 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems 
Committee on Electric Po\ver 
Committee on Gas 
Committee on Housing, Building and Plarming 
Inland Transport Committee 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology 
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments 
Steel Committee 
Timber Committee 
Committee on Uater Problems 

ECE/AGRI/,36 
ECE/CHEM/20 
ECE/COAL/34 
ECE/CES/10 
ECE/ENV/19 
ECE/EP/2.7 
ECE/GAS/,38 
ECE/HBP/22 
.GCE/TP.ANS /28 
ECE/SC. TECH/15 
ECE/EC .AD/16 
ECE/STEEL/19-
ECE/TIM/11 
ECEfVlATER/19 
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7. FolloH-up action on other relevant Commission decisions: 

o. 

(a,) Contribution of the Commission to the 
preparations for the United Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development 
(Commission decision A (XXXII)) E/ECE/940 

(b) Economic Co-operation in the r1ecli terranea.11. in 
the light of the Final Act of the CSCE 
(Commission decision B (XXXII)) EJECE/941 

(c) Selected topics for special attention 
(Commission decision C (XXXII)) E/ECE/942 

(d) Problems of land use and land-use planning 
in the ECE region (Commission decision E (XXXII)) E/ECE/943 

(e) Dissemination of information 
(Commission decision F (XXXII)) E/ECE/944 

(f) The Overall Economic Perspective for the 
ECE Region up to 1990 (Commission 
decision G (YJCXII)) E/ECE/945 

(g) General energy problems li1 the ECE region 
(Commission decision H (XXXII)) 

(h) Standardization (Commission decision I (XXXII)) 

(i) Automation (Commission decision J (XXXII)) 

(j ) Engli1eering industries 
(Commission decision IC (XXXII)) 

Programme of >·mrk for 1978-1982 

E/ECE/946 

E/ECE/947 

EjECE/948 & Add. 1 

E/ECE/949 

E/ECE/950 

9. Other busli1ess 

10. Annual Report of the Commission to the 
Economic and Social Council 

C. Acco~mt o£ proceedings 

Revim·r of the economic situation in Europe 
(agenda item 3) 

23. For the discussion of this i tern the Commission had before it as background 
documents the pre-publication text of the Economic Survey of Europe in 1977 
(ECE(XXXIII)/1 andll.c.1d.l) as Hell as Volume 29 of the Economic Bulletin for Europe 
(Sales No. 78.II.E.4). The discussion 1·ras introduced by the Director of the 
General Economic Anal3rsis Division~ >vho outlined the recent major developments 
in the European economy. 

24. Hany delegations circulated in writing information tmder this item as 
proposed li1 E/ECE/929. Some delegations confined their interventions to brief 
li1troductions to this information. 
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25. Countries of easten1 Europe reported on their continued stable economic 
development in 1977. They referred to the fact that economic recession of 
vTesten1 industrialized countries had a negative impact on the development of 
east-ivest co-operation. The socialist countries had endeavoured, in accordance 
uith the provisions of the Final Act, constnlCtively to develop their economiQ 
co-operation with industrializec1 m£~-rket economy countries. They mentioned that 
measures introduced by the Hestern countries to protect ino.ustries had negative 
repercussions on trade, led to a rec1uction of their chru1ces for higher export 
earnings ru1d had a negative impact on the export oriented brru1ches of their 
economy. I:Jhile prospects for increased trade vrith the >vest ivere rather dim, a 
stable market existec1 ui thin thG CNEA area. Structural changes of procluction 
had been introduced in some east European countries to meet their Oi'/11 ru1cl foreign 
demands. 

26. Delegations of most east European countries expressGd the v ie>v that the 
holc1ing of high level meetings on the environment, energy and development of 
transport uoulc1 also be a step toHards increasing east->vest economic co-operation. 
Growing co-operation lTi thin the CNIDA area i·ras described as "a reality of the 
European situation". They also emphasizecl high government expeno.iture to 
stabilize consumer prices and provide social and health services. Q1e dele~ate 
suggested that a larger exchange of scientific and technoloG'ical i.11formation could 
boost economic co-operation. Another said that east-i·l'est co-opel~ation in the 
energy field uould save costs of ECE member countries. 

27. One o.elegate vrelcomed the fact that the availability of more data had enabled 
the secretariat to mal~e the Survey more analytical. The chapter on the ener{SY 
situation in eastern Europe Has, in his viei·T, particularly valuable. r·1ore 
should be done by vray of analysis to finc1 neu fields sui table for east-ivest 
co-operation. 

28. 1\.nother delegate vrished that the Survey vmuld give greater stress to 
"qualitative" insteac1 of "quantitative" performance and to the import.:mce of 
structural adaptations. 

29. The Survey coulo. also be improved if not only the increase rates for net 
material product, buJG also the volume of production ivoulcl be analysec1 so as to 
shoiv vrhat a certain percentage increase meant in absolute terms. ·Greater 
attention could be paid to long term trends and to the fact that ECE colu1tries 
-vrere in different phases of inclustrialization and development. The Survey 
should include more "challenging" ideao so as to provoke neu steps and measures 
and identify the most promising areas of concrete economic co-operation. 

30. In the vievl of one delegation, the quality of the Survey could be further 
enhanced by introducing 11mo1~e elements of a predictive character" ru1d by paying 
more attention to the inter-dependence of the ECE area vri th other parts of the 
i·TOrlc1. It suggestecl a Seminar to be arranged lmder the auspices of the Senior 
Economic Advisers on this subject, aml a restructurinG of the Survey vrhich shoulcl 
lead to analysis of various countries; problems according to the stage of their 
economic development and not by geographical areas. It further 1)ropooecl that the 
secretariat lmclertalce a series of action-orientec.1 studies of special interest to 
the ECE member colmtries vrhich uere cleveloping from the economic point of vievr 
concerning sectoral problems, obstacles to exports ru1d other issues of relevru1ce 
to these countries. 
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31. Representatives of 1·restern industrialized countries referred to the overall 
sluggish clevelo1Jment of the 1·rorlcl economy~ 1 • .memployment, inflation, and the 
cJ.ifficul t bo.lanco-of-payments situation for most countries. Some clelegates gave 
a rathe1~ ccmtious clescription of the short-term prospects for their country 1 s 
economy '\'There GDP 1ras expected to grmr by no more tha11 1-·2 per cent in 1978, One 
delegate remarkecl~ hovrever, that slou grm·rth also had a positive side: it ·uould 
reduce the destruction of the ei1Vironment, oave energy ancJ. other resources, and 
dampen inflation. One delegate pointed out that the vieus of his Government on 
high--level meetings and trade practices had been expressed in the discussion tmcler 
i terns 5 and 6 of the agenCI.a. 

32. High energy prices, a lm-r rate of private consumption, accompru1ied by an 
GJ:tremely high rate of savings, structural and regional problems 1·rere mentioned 
as reasons for this rather unsatisfactory development. 

33. One delegate remarked that many measures v1ere Ul1Clertaken to overcome 
tmemployment; State subsidies like those mentioned in the Survey could be useful 
short term remedies, but should be considered \.'lith care since they could have 
negative consequences for the liquidity of the budgets, and might distort internal 
and external competition. The proposals made in the Survey on energy conservation 
vroulcl. increase "rentability" in an economic sense. Other measures to reduce 
productivity for the purpose of reducli1g unemployment could be considered. 
Protectionism should be avoided since it vrould prevent the necessary Horld uide 
structural alignments. 

34. Some d.elegates stressed that recent international economic developments put 
a lJarticularly heavy burden on smaller countries because of their high foreign 
trade dependency. nmy of the prolJlems could. no longer be considered to be of a 
cyclical nature. Demand for certain goods seemed to have reached the point of 
saturation. Conventional policies might prove to be inefficient, in particular 
to overcome youth unemployment. In ECE deliberations, as >·Tell as in the Survey, 
structural changes should be talcen more fully into accoUl1t than hitherto. 

35. One delegation explained. that the over-all structure of the >mrld economy 
had tmdergone ftmdamental changes during the last years, and that future 
adjustments should be based on the prli"ciple of reciprocity end e~uality. 
Industrialized cotmtries should shm-r more soliclari ty i·Tith the poorer countries. 

)6. Some cl.elegates pleaded for concerted efforts of all li1d.ustrializod COUl1tries 
to improve the economic situation. A "locomotive" effort of only a fe1·1 COUl1tries 
'\'Tould not be sufficient. The Survey sho1·red that structural limits to grouth 
became more ancl mo1~e apparent li1 all parts of the ECE region, also in "non-market" 
economies. "Artificial grouth" ilras to be ruled out. Increased demand in the 
public sector alone Houlcl.. not be sufficient. An increase in industrial 
production 1·ms hampered by the contlimous appreciation of the currencies of 
some countries. For co1mtries '\'lith a favourable bc.,lru1ce of payments, the question 
of balru1cing the State budget ru1d monetary stability 1rere a prerequisite of 
boosting investments ancl stimulatli113' the economy to hi13'her grovTth. 

37. One delegate stated that his Government had successfully given priority to 
the overcomli1g of unemployr.J.ent. I·I01-rever, production had gone dovm in spite of 
fiscal aiel to enterprises. l1easures introduced by a number of covntries to 
protect their home industry had had negative repercussiono for exports, as had 
the li1crease in rmr material prices. Prospects for 1970 '\'Tould not be too bad if 
stronge1~ economies Hould take fiscal and other measul~es to boost their economies. 
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38. A number of c.l.elegates from southem Europe suggested that the :GCE should 
embark on thorough studies of all economic consequences of migrant labour for 
member countries. Investments increased in some of the c01mtries of the region~ 
in particular from foreign. sources 1 though they i·Tould have preferrecl higher export 
earnings to greater loans. Ho-vmver~ serious structural imbalances still existed, 
The import of energy rm·r mate:cials accountecl for a high share of the increase 
in the 1977 deficit. Inflation had sharply increased in most of these countries. 

39. One south European delegate pleaclecl for "continued" grmrth instead of 
11 gr0ivth by all means" -vrhich i·rould only boost inflation. High 1-1ages and social 
security obligations as >vell as high rm·r material prices 1·mre mainly responsible. 
Half of the unemployed ivere young people. vl.i thdut a clevaluation in ti-ro cotmtries 
of this area 1 the balance of payments iroulc1 have deteriorated dramatically in 
1977 1 and the present current account deficit uould have been much higher. 

40. The representative of the United Nations El.1.vironment Programme (UJ:TEP) 
mentioned that environmental programmes had vast economic conseg_uences 1·rhich so 
far had not been fully stuclied. Enterprises often felt that they could not 
e,fford to make the necessary investments for environmental protection 1 and such 
short term considerations often overshacl.Oivecl the long tel-m beneficial effects 
of such investments, UNEP had started a study to estimate in monetary terms 
the benefits of such measures to the steel industry. In the United States~ 
~~40 billion invested in 1977 in environmental protection had created 400 1 000 neu 
jobs. UNEP uould be preparecl to join in such studies for the ECE region. 

Uork of the Commission as a ivhole :?-../ 
(agenda item 4) 

and 

The -vrork and future activities of the Commission and the 
proposal in regard to the holding of all-EuropeDn 

r.ol;),c,Tesses ·or .inter-State c.onfere::·nces on 
co--operation in the field of protection 

of the environment, development of 

41. The Commission agreed to consider i terns 4 and 5 together1 so as to enable 
delegations to ELcldress themselves to either or both of these items. 

42. The Commission had before it the follOi·ring clocumente/Gion: 

- for agenda sub-i tern 4 (a): the Executive Secretary's report EjECE/930 
on the Commission 1 s activities and implementation of priorities in 1977 1 vrhich 1·ras 
prepared pursuELnt to Commission resolution 2 (XXV) and contained a succinct 
account of the most important uork accomplished or planned by the Commission ancl 
its subsidiary- boc1ies since the thirty-second session; 

:?-.,/ Agenda sub-i terns 4 (e) - concentration and integration of the Commission 1 s 
program-u1es of 1·mrk 1 and 4 (f) - Uork of the Principal Subsidiary bodies of the 
Commission 1 uere allocated to the Sessional Committee for consideration (see 
paras. 90-114 and 116-278 belovr). · 
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- for agenda sub--i tern 4 (d): the Executive Secretary's note EjECE/931 on 
resolutions bee,ring on the Hork of the Commission adoptecl by the Economic and 
Social Council and the General Assembly; 

- for agend2. sub-item 4 (c): the B::::ecutive Secretary's note EjECE/932 on 
the Commission 1 s contribution to the United N2.tions programmes clesignecl. to assist 
developli1g countries; 

- for agenda sub-item 4 (d): the Executive Secretary's Note E/ECE/933 on 
co--operEtt ion ivi th other international organizations; 

- for agenda i tern 5: the Executive Secretary's reports E/ECE/935 on proGTess 
made on topics in the Final Ac-G requiring multilateral implementation and referred 
to li1 the section entitled "Co-operation in the Field of Economics, of Science and 
Technology cmd of the Environment" uhich vras prepared pul~suant to operative 
paragraph 0 of Part I and operative paragraph 2 of Part II of Commission 
resolution 1 (XX..'CII); E/ECE/936 and. Corr.l, containing a detailed analysis of 
topics Hhich~ li1 the light of the vievrs of member Governments~ may be appropriate 
for consideration at a high level meeting 1vi thin the frameuork of the ECE on the 
protection of the environment; and E/ECE/937 on the modalities of organizing such 
a high-level meetints and on the procedural and organizational issues related 
thereto; document E/ECE/938, to i'l'hich vras attached the "Reviei'l of ECE Activities 
Perta:U1ing to the Fli1al Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe" presented by the Executive Secretary to the Belgrade Neetli1g, and containing 
in an annex the text of the statement macl.e by the Executive Secretary to the 
plenary session of the Belgrade }feetli1g; the commtmication received from the 
Government of the USSR requesting the inclusion in the agencla of the question of 
the holding of all-European congresses or inter-State conferences on co-operation 
li1 the field of protection of the environment, development of transport, ancl 
energy (E/ECE/951), as i·rell as a further communication related to this same matter 
vrhich had been received from the Government of Czechoslovalda (E/ECE/952), 
supRortecl by communications from the Governments of Poland (E/ECE/953), the USSR 
(EjECE/954), Bulgaria (EjECE/955), Hungary (EjECE/956), the Dyelorussian SSR 
(E/ECE/957), the Ukrali1ian SSR (E/ECE/958) and the German Democratic Republic 
(E/ECE/9 59). 

43. Delegations noted that the Commission had received a major impulse from the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation li1 Europe (CSCE) and expressed satisfaction 
ilith the positive references to ECE at the Belgrade Neeting. They agreed that 
the vrork carriecl out by ECE since the thirty-second session had. strengthened the 
authority ancl role of the Commission as a unique forum for co-operation li1 
economic and related fields beti·reen countries lTi th different economic and social 
systems. It Has hoped that the thirty-third session iWuld confirm the political 
ivill of member Governments to take full advantage of the potential of the ECE 
as an j~1strument for the development of multilateral co-operation in the economic, 
scientific, technological ru1d environmental fields. Current economic 
difficulties affecting mruw countries of the region, among i-rhich those that i'Tere 
developli1g from ru1 economic point of viei·r, required closer co-operation i·ri thin ECE. 

44. A number of delegations referred to the extensive deliberations which had 
talcen l)lace at the Belgrade 11eeting on economic ancl related matters. Reference 
i•ras made to the proposal by the group of cl.elegations representing the Neutral 
and the Non-aligned on 1 February 1978 Hhich could have a favourable impact on 
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the development of economic co-opera~ion in the region and on the \·mrk of the ECE. 
They referred also to the proposals made by the Nordic countries and by 
Yugoslavia \vhich called for the strengthened role of the ECE. Other delegations 
had also underlined the fact that the economic proposals presented by other 
countries at the Belgrade Neeting could contribute to further develop the 
co-operation '\'Ti thin the ECE region. 

45. Some delegations expressed satisfaction >·ri th the results of the 
Belgrade Hee·bing, vrhich, in their vie,·r, had confirmed the trend toHards the 
further development of detente. It uas also notecl by some delegations as a 
positive sign that at the Belgrade Meeting the Final Act of the CSCE and its 
implementation vmre understood as a long-term programme of detente a..nd mutually 
beneficial co-operation. 

46. Some delegations expressed -Ghe vie\·T that the results of the Belgrade Heeting 
>vere unsatisfactory ancl could have implications for future co--operation. One 
delegation further expressed the vieu that this constituted a >·ranJ.inG' to the 
effect that considerably more political vrill should be applied to the development 
of co-operation in Europe. 

47. Attention Has dravm to the constructive proposals \·rhich various delegations 
had advanced at the Belgrade Heeting and >vhich \'Tere aimecl at the strengthening of 
co-operation among States. In particular, in the economic field, some 
delegations had urged the adoption of recommendations relatli1g to the early 
convening of inter-State conferences to deal Hith the problems of environmental 
protection, transport, and energy. 

48. Delegations made favourable comments on document E/ECE/938 containing 
information prepared by the Executive Secretary for the Belgrade Meetli1g on the 
subject of the progress made in the ECE on the implementation of the pertinent 
provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE - hereafter referred to as the Final Act ~ 
as well as of the possibilities open to the Commission for contributing to its 
further implementation. They noted >·ri th satisfaction the substantial progress 
already made by the ECE with respect to implementation of pertinent provisions 
of the Fli1al Act. They noted the significant steps tal{en in adapting the 
programmes of vmrk of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies, in particular vri th respect 
to those provisions of the Final Act vrhich containecl direct reference to ECE. 
They "'rrelcomed the fact that the activities of the Commission '·rere oriented tmvards 
a more dynamic policy, and that the i'mrk programme reflected li1.creased attention to 
priority areas and a better concentration and integration of the activities of 
the Commission. 

49. The east->·rest character of the ECE role vras stressed by a number of 
delegations vrhich pointeCI. out that it i'muld make ECE' s >mrk more complicated 
if it '·rere en trusted >vi th tasks '\'Thich vrere alien to it, the more so since such 
tasks \vere already beli1.g dealt '\'Ti th by other organs li1 the Uni tec.l Nations system. 
Other delegations >vere of the opinion that in implementation of the Fli1.al Act 
the Commission should adopt ne,·r approaches Hhich \'lOuld talce into account the 
special interest of the ECE member countries that Here cleveloping from an economic 
point of vieu and strengthen economic relations behreen the ECE region and the 
other regions of the '\'TOrld. 
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50. J1any delegations referred to the proposal of the Government of the USSR 
on the holdli1g of all-European congresses or inter-State conferences on 
co-operation in the field of protection of the environment~ development of 
transport, and energy. 

51. A number of delegations stated that this proposal would directly influence 
present ru1d future economic growth as well as technological progress. They 
felt that such conferences would promote favourable conditions for the further 
development of multilateral and bilateral co-operation in these spheres to 
the advantage of all member cow1tries. 

52. As regards the proposed high--level meeting on the environment, a number 
of delegations considered that the Executive Secretary had fulfilled "bhe task 
assigned to him by Commission resolution 1 (XXXII) and that all criteria had 
already been met for the convening of this meetli1g. Concerning the topics 
to be discussed it 1vas felt that the best solution would be to select such 
topics as vTere of crucial importance for the ECE region as a 'I·Thole and which 
met the criteria defined in resolution 1 (XXXII). These topics might include~ 
primarily~ transboltndary air pollution and application of low-waste and 
non-waste technologies~ as well as the control of toxic substances and wastes, 
anc1 possibly the issues of transboundary water pollution and protection of 
native flora and fauna. 

53. Concerning procedural and organizational questions, it was suggested that 
a high-level meeting be convened before the end of 1978, that a precise mandate 
be prepared for an expert meeting 'lvhich could be a session of the Senior Advisers 
to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems~ with the task of elaborating draft 
documents for adoption at the subsequent high-level meeting early in 1979. At 
the same time, it was expressed that the preparation of the high-level meeting 
could not be an end li1 itself~ and that a clear decision should be trucen by the 
Commission, at its current session. 

54. As regards possible topics for discussion at the proposed conferences on 
energy and transport problems~ these delegations suggested that the 
Executive Secretary be asked to prepare, with the help of the Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies concerned, an analytical survey of the considerations and proposals already 
submitted on these topics for submission to the Commission at its thirty-fourth 
session. As an example of the topics which a conference on energy could 
discuss, reference Has made to long-range transmission of energy and the 
inter-linking of energy systems in Europe~ establishment of a unified system 
of gas pipelines, rationalization and efficiency in the production, transport 
and utilization of fuels, including modern refining methods, and construction 
of fuel and energy-production complexes for the utilization of black coal~ 
brown coal and lignites. 

55. In the view of these delegations, it was necessary, in the interest of 
all-European co-operation~ to devote appropriate attention to the solution of 
questions of transport in ru1 all-European Congress on the Development of 
Transport. Governments should be consulted regarding the topics which could be 
dealt 1vi th at such a Conference. Co-ordinateo. projects to develop transport 
infrastructure, to enhance the speed and efficiency of international transport, 
to increase safety in international traffic and to unify norms and standards, 
were cited as subjects v1hich 'I'Tould have a favourable effect on almost all 
aspects of all-European co-operation. 



E/1978/47 
Ej'ECE/960 
page 13 

56. Other delegations, however, r~cognized the potential value of high-level 
meetings, but emphasized that such meetings had to hold promise of important 
decisions, and meet all the other criteria laid dovm in resolution 1 (XXXII). 
Only careful preparation could guarantee this. In the v ievl of these 
delegations, the reports of the Executive Secretary EjECE/936 and E/ECE/937 
had made a valuable contribution to the consideration of a high-level meeting 
on the environment, but they had also revealed some unanswered questions. 
Vlithout ansv1ers to these· questions these delegations contended that it could not 
be decided whether the agreed criteria had been satisfied, It was suggested that 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems should undertake 
detailed work with a view to preparing a selection of themes suitable for a 
high-level meeting. 

57. Among the three subjects on which high-level meetings could be envisaged, 
these delegations generally felt that priority should be given to the subject 
of environmental protection. They pointed out that the protection and 
improvement of the human environment and the rational utilization of.natural 
resources were tasks of major importance and that many urgent environmental 
problems in the ECE region could be solved effectively only through close 
co-operation within the region. They expressed the wish that ECE should 
develop into a central focal point of European co-operation in the .environmental 
field. They noted with satisfaction the action trucen by the Executive Secretary 
in response to Commission resolution 1 (XXXII). This resolution, as 11ell as the 
documentation prepared by the secretariat and the vmrk already done by the 
Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on &1vironmental Problems, provided the 
Commission with a solid basis for its discussions on this subject. These 
delegations 11ere of the opinion that a high-level meeting vri thin the framework 
of the ECE on the protection of the environmen-t; would strengthen the authority 
of the Commission. 

58. The vievr was expressed that if the Commission decided to convene a 
high-level meeting on the environment, it should conform to the criteria for a 
high-level meeting included in Part II of Commission resolution 1 (XXXII) and 
should be devoted to one or tim topics on >vhich enough preliminary i'i'Ork had 
been achieved to permit concrete results. In the view of several delegations 
the problem of transboundary air pollution should be a central topic at a 
high-level meeting on the environment. Only the adoption of a framework 
convention would, in their opinion, satisfy the generally recognized need for 
international co-operative action in this field. They felt that the agenda 
of a high-level meeting shoulcl be limited to only tvro topics and suggested that 
the second topic meeting the criteria could be lm·1- and non-11aste technology. 

59. Several of these delegations felt that the time uas now ripe for the 
Commission to truce a decision on the holding as soon as practicable of a 
high-level meeting within the frame>vork of the ECE on the protection of the 
environment. The preparatory machinery should be set li1 motion by givli1g 
overall responsibility to the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental 
Problems for the preparatory 110rk and for presenting concrete proposals for 
decision at the high-level meeting. The Executive Secretary should be requested 
to convene at an early date a special session of the Senior Advisers vrho Hould be 
requested to submit a progress report to the thirty-fourth session of the 
Commission. The latter ivoulcl decide on the date for holding the high-level 
meeting. 
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60. During the c1iscussion, delegates also expressed vie'\'TS on the "\vork which 
"VIas being performed by the Commission ancl its subsidiary bodies in the main 
priority areas ancl suggestions "'vere made regarding possible new tasks which 
could usefully be undertalcen by the ECE. 

61. As. regards the promotion of trade, delegations noted that ECE had made a 
notable contribution to facilitating and promoting intra-regional, particularly 
east-'\'rest, tracte and industrial co-operation. They paid tribute to such ECE 
activities as the vrork on the multilateral system of notification of laus and 
regulations concerning foreign trade (MUNOSYST); simplification of trade 
procedures and trade documentsi and the Fourth Seminar on East-West Trade 
Promotion, r-iarketing and Business Contacts. 

62. A number of delegations felt, however, that further efforts >·rere needed 
in the trade policy field to maintain or speed up the rate of intra-regional 
trade exchanges to remove obstacles and discrimination in the field of trade 
and to limit existing fluctuations. This vras also the case, in their opinion, 
of industrial co-operation and intra-branch specialization in manufacturing 
industry, the impact of which on east-west trade remained at a much lm·rer level 
than could be expected. 

63. Some other clelegations irlere pleased to note the positive results of the 
marketing seminar held under the auspices of the Committee on the Development 
of Trade and "'velcomed the convening of a meeting of trade experts to consider 
the trade aspects of the Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up 
to 1990. They stressed the need for improving the quantity and quality of 
economic and commercial b1formation necessary for a more balanced expansion 
of tracle betvreen market and planned economy countries. A nevl impulse might 
be given if a meeting of experts 1·rere convened in the near future to consider 
basic economic and commercial information. 

64. Some delegations maintained that the level of economic development of the 
member countries should ahrays be taken into account and that, for example, 
in establishing standards for foodstuffs, climatic and soil conditions, 
especially in the Mediterranean Basin, be kept in mind. Reference was also 
made to the increasing importance of the question of migrant labour in the 
economic life of Europe and favourable comments were made on the study undertalcen 
by the secretariat on the consequences for trade, investment and industrial 
co-operation of the intra-European temporary migration of labour. In this 
connexion, one delegation recalled that at the Belgrade Meeting its Government 
had presentecl along "Vlith other countries a. proposal on migrant labour. 

65. A number of delegations referred to the review of the Commission's work 
programmes from the stru1dpoint of concentration and integration of its 
activities b1 the fielcl of trade, >vhich was being considered 1.mder agenda 
item 4 (e). i/ They expressed the hope that the basic purpose of this exercise 
vrould be achieved mainly by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies. They said that 
they expected good results from forthcoming rev ie'\'TS of the programmes of work 
of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies in areas other than trade. The 
Executive Secretary's proposal for activities in the field of science and 
technology to be the area for rev ie1v prior to the thirty-fourth session of the 
Commission 1vas generally '\'Telcomed. 

2.../ For ru1 account of this discussion, see paragraphs 90 to 114 belovl. 
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66. The work of ECE in the field of environmental protection, which was 
referred to at length during the general discussion in connexion with the 
proposed high-level meeting on the environment (see paragraphs 52~·53 and 56-59 
above), was the subject of favourable comment on the part of many delege.tions. 
Special reference was made to the establishment of a programme for monitoring 
and evaluation of the long-range transport of air pollutants in the ECE region, 
a programme vlhich vras designed to provide ECE member co1..mtries with the 
necessary information for their future co-operation in environmental problems. 

67. The importance of scientific and technological co-operation in the ECE region 
i'las stressed. Fe.vourable comments vrere made concerning the Commission 1 s 
contribution to preparations for the United Nations Conference on Science and 
Technology for Development (UNCSTD), particularly the regional meeting scheduled 
to be held in Bucharest in June 1978, in order to adopt recommendations at the 
national, regional and international levels for the programme of action of UNCSTD. 
It was noted that co-operation in this field among the ECE member countries 
should be regarded as a significant factor of the global technological effort. 
Some delegations expressed the vievr that the UNCSTD should help in bridging the 
gaps betvreen developed and developing countries in the field of science and 
tecru1ology. In this connexion, a number of delegations stressed the need for 
greater scientific and technological co-operation and expressed interest in the 
progress of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Tecm1ology 
tm·rards making practical arrangements for undertaking co-operative tecru1ological 
forecasts in selected subject areas and for the evaluation of the impact that 
future technology may have on the economic grmrbh of the ECE region. 

68. Several delegations noted with satisfaction the clevelopment of the work 
on macro-economic perspectives and projections and the fruitful dialogue 
initiated between the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments and most of 
the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies. They also ivelcomed the insertion of 
the Overall Economic Perspective of the ECE Region up to 1990 (OEP) into the 
global vrork undertalten by the United Nations on long-term trends pursuant to 
ECOSOC resolution 2090 (LXIII) end General Assembly resolutions 3508 (XXX) ru1d 
32/57. Some delegations expressed the viei·r that the OEP \vould be more useful 
if further research in the ECE were linked more closely vri th the identification 
of potential areas of east-\vest economic and technological co-operation, thereby 
contributing also to the promotion of east-west trade. Other delegations stressed 
that the OEP should also take into account the special problems of the ECE member 
countries \vhich i•rere developing from the economic point of view. 

69. The growing impact of energy problems on the economic development of the 
ECE region in recent years vras stressed by several delegations. In the vievr 
of these delegations, the ECE should strengthen its consideration of general 
energy problems in the region and they considered favourably the idea of 
establishing a Principal Sw)sidiary Body of Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on General Energy Problems. In the light of the work of such a body, it coulcl 
be considered hoiv future co-operation in the energy field could best be carried 
foruard. Several clelegations 9 referring to the ever grovring importance of the 
energy-related activities of the ECE, gave their support to the establishment 
of a Group of Experts on Energy Conservation. One delegation stressed the 
importance of completing the "Neu issues" study (ECE(XXXIII)/2 ano. Ado.enda) as 
a foundation for any additional work on energy within ECE. 
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70. Delegations referred vrith approval to the Trans-European North-South 
1·1otoriVay Project involving ten ECE member countries, as 'l·rell as to the project 
on the interconnexion of the electric po~rer transmission systems of the 
:Balkan co1.mtries. 

71. In the field of engli1eerli1g, several delegations believed that ECE 
should continue to develop regiona,l co-operation by creating a permanent body 
for this subject. 

72. Some delegations stressed their interest in the possible role of ECE in 
relation to the Uorld Plan of Action for the implementation of International 
Women 1 s Year. vJhile programmes and methods adopted in other parts of the world 
ilere not applicable in the ECE region, it Has suggested that the experience 
accumulated by ECE countries in this area could be a useful contribution to global 
programmes. 

73. Satisfaction 1·ras expressed by mrny speakers >·rith the Commission 1 s 
contribution to -bhe United Nations programmes desi[ll1ed to assist developing 
countries, as reflected in the Executive Secretary's Note EjECE/932. 
Reference Has made to the special responsibility of member countries for a 
so1.md and equita.ble development of other regions and for the establishment of a 
ne11 li1ternational economic order consistent vlith the main purpose of ECE as a 
forv.m for economic co-operation among countries of the region. Delegations 
noted uith special appreciation the contribution of the ECE to the follow-up 
of the United Nations ivater Conference and to the preparations for the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development. Some 
delegations uere of the opli1ion that ECE should play a more active role in the 
process of inten1ational economic co-operation and in the establishment of a 
nevr international economic order. It was suggested that inter-secretariat 
co--operation ui th other regional commissions ancJ. other United Nations organizationa~ 
as Hell as the transmission of ECE documents of special interest to developing 
countries~ should be intensified and the programmes of vmrk of individual 
subsidiary bodies should be adjusted appropriately in the light of relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations. 

74. The attention of the Commission \vas dra'Wl1. by several delegations to the 
special problems faced by member countries of the ECE which were developing 
from the economic point of vie'\v, Satisfaction '\•ras expressed vri th the activities 
of a number of subsidiary bodies~ in particular in the fields of the development 
of trade~ agriculture and housing~ building and planning. Valuable projects had 
been li1cluded in the programmes of vrork of many subsidiary bodies. Regret vms 
expressed by some delegations that the action taken >·rith regard to problems of 
special interest to these countries was not sufficiently action-oriented in 
character~ and that there were less than ten projects of specific interest to 
these countries in the 1rork programme. The suggestion i•Tas made that the 
Commission should consider the possibility of including in its agenda a 
separate i tern on the problems of the member countries of the ECE 1·rhich l·rere 
c1eveloping from the economic point of vieH. 

75. A number of delegations referred in their statements to the question of 
economic co--operation li1 the Hedi terranean in the light of the Final Act of 
the CSCE. They gave their support to all initiatives aimed at li1creased 
co-operation behreen members of the ECE and non-member Hedi terranean co1.mtries. 
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They noted with satisfaction the Harle done by the Commission and its subsidiary 
bodies in this field, as recorded li! the Executive Secretary's report E/EC~/941. 
Special reference "~.vas made to co-operation vli th the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the elaboration of a plan to safeguard the 
Nedi terrane an and its coastal areas~ commonly knmm as the "Blue Plan 11

• 

They expressed the hope that this trend vrould be further developed and 
generalized. Some delegations felt that co-operation betueen Hediterranean 
countries could be strengthened~ particularly in matters concernli!g transport~ 
tourism, trade and protection of the environment. They vmre of the opinion 
that ECE should also intensify its co-operation uith the Economic Commission 
for Africa and the Economic Commission for Westen! Asia and other organs of 
the United Nations. It I·Jas suggested by many delegations that ECE should 
contribute to preparations for the CSCE folloH-up meeting on rfedi terranean 
questions which 1-rould be held in 1979 in Valletta (Malta)~ if invited to do so. 

76. A number of clelegations drevJ ~?-ttention to the increasing workload of the 
Commission and the consequent need to improve the methods of vmrk of the ECE 
by the strengthening of co-ordination and further streamlining of the programme 
of work. In this connexion support was given to the suggestion of giving 
special priority to the four topics selected on the basis of the Final Act ru1d 
referred to li1 Commission decision D (XXXI) and of considerli1g them 
individually in tum~ one at each session. In this connexion satisfaction 1·ras 
expressed 'l.d th the results of this procedure which had led Jco the establishment 
of a programme for the monitoring and evaluation of the long-range transmission 
of air pollutants in the ECE region, as referred to in the report EJECE/942 
vJhich the Executive Secretary had submitted to the Commission pursuant to 
clecision C (XXXII). 

77. A numbe:c of delegations referred 1·li th satisfaction to the active co-operation 
maintained between the Commission and other international orgonizations as 
reflected in the Executive Secretary's note E,/ECE/933· Special mention was made 
of the close links established 1·ri th UJ.ITEP especi2.lly concerning Horl: in tho 
Medi terraneru!, It 1·ras hoped that ECE 1vould intensify its joint programmes and 
projects vlith UNEP 1 UNDP ru!d FAO. This uould lead to even more tangible results 
of particular interest to the member countries of the ECE uhich \'rere developing 
from the economic point of vimv. Satisfaction I·Tas also expressed at the further 
progTess achieved in co-operation bet·ueen ECE and CHEA~ v1hich li! the vievJ of 
several delegations represented a significru1t feature of economic relations in 
Europe. The CI~ representative stated that the CI~A planned to actively 
participate in ECE preparations for any high-level meetings as proposed by the USSR 
vrhich may be agreed upon by the Commission. 

78. Some delegations referred to the usefulness of the booklet published on 
the occasion of the t11enty-fifth rumiversary of the Commission on the uork of 
the ECE from 1947 to 1972 (E/ECE/831) and gave their full support to the 
preparation of a similar publication vJhich vrould cover thirty years of existence 
of ECE. 

79. In their statements the representatives of UlillP, ILO, UNESCO and the CHEA 
informed the Commission of their organizations' activities 1·rhich Here of 
relevance to ECE 1 s programme of i'Jorlc~ referred to specific subjects on Hhich 
co-operation 'l.vith ECE had tal~en place in the past year and pledged their 
support to furthering this co-operation in future. 
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80. A draft decision on the economic consequences of migrant labour li1 the 
ECE region, submi ttec1 by the delegations of Finland, Italy, l1al ta, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey and Yugoslavia, was adopted by the Commission at its 
thirteenth meetli1g. (For the text see Chapter IV, decision A (XXXIII)). 

01. A draft decision on the Commission 1 s contribution to the preparatory work 
for the vlorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for \!omen, 1980, 
submitted by the delegations of Belgium; Canada; Finland; France; German 
Democratic Republic; Greece; Ireland; Luxembourg; the Netherlands; Nor1-ray; 
Poland; Portugal i Romania; Spain; S1veden; the United Kingdom and the 
United States of America, 1vas adopted by the Commission at its thirteenth meeting. 
(For the text see Chapter IV, decision B (XXXIII)). 

82. A c1raft resolution on the I·Tork and future activities of the Commission 
ru1d the proposal in regard to the holding of all-European congresses or 
inter-State conferences on co-operation in the field of protection of the 
environment, development of transport, and energy~ uas adopted by the Commission 
at its fourteenth mee·l;ing. (For the text see Chapter IV, resolution 1 (XXXIII)). 

83. After the adoption by consensus of the above resolution~ statements 
\•Tere made by the representatives of Hungary ru1d the USSR. 

84. The delegate of Hungary made some comments on the work of the Commission 
on behalf of the delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovalda, 
the German Democratic Republic~ Hungary, Poland, the Ukrainian SSR ru1d the USSR. 

85. He said that the responsibility of the ECE to strengthen east-1vest 
co-operation in the region vras generally recognized. He added. that from the 
beginning it 1·1as well kno1-m to everyone that the main task of the thirty-third 
session vras to pave the Hay for the realization of the Soviet proposal to organize 
three high-level meetings on the environment, energy and transport. The delegate 
of Hungary said that this proposal vras in line \vith the objectives of the Final Act. 
He continued that the socialist countries, talcli1g into consideration the 1·rork 
already done by the ECE, Here ready for serious negotiations and for decisions to 
be talcen. He said that they had submitted a draft on the issue of high-level 
meetings to stimulate further progress in the preparation and organization of these 
three conferences and had \·ranted to take a decision on the high-level meeting on 
the environment. He ac1c1ed that the -vrestern proposal aimed at the postponement of 
takli1g a decision, 1·rhereas the socialist countries undertook many constructive 
efforts to reach a positive decision. 

06. He stated that the expectations of the socialist countries for substantial 
progress \'J'ere not fully met by the resolution and their certainty that the efforts 
to solve the Horlc1-lvide problems of protection of the human environment could only 
be temporarily slo1ved dmm, but never stopped. 

07. The delegate of the Soviet Union said that the resolution adopted on the future 
activities of the Commission vras a compromise. He said that it contained a number 
of useful points ru1d gave guidance to problems of central significru1ce but had, at 
the same time, a number of li1herent shortcomings which seriously weal(ened and 
reduced its significance. He added that much, of course, concerning the practical 
implementation \'J'Ould depend on the presence or absence of political will of the 
ECE member cotmtries. 

88. The Soviet delegate expressed the viel·rs that, concerning the importance of the 
preparatory uork for the three all-European conferences, one should not consic1er 
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this part of the decision as being final~ nor should one prejudge the choice of 
future topics for the conference on.the environment. He added that the Soviet 
delegation would like, under the conditions imposed on it~ to keep a completely 
free hand concerning any particular topic. Therefore, the Soviet delegation 
reserved its position on any subject for discussion at the all-European conference 
on the environment. 

89, The delegate of Norv1ay~ spealcing on behalf of the ivester.n countries~ said that 
it was his understanding that the resolution just adopted appropriately reflected 
the common understanding beti'Teen those who had participated in this very important 
session~ and that this resolution i·ras no\'J a basis of all 1vork~ nohri thstanding 
the eloquent statements vrhich had just been heard. On the Hester.n side~ one vias 
not going to repeat statements made in the general debate under agenda item 5. 
There vras no neec1 for repeating ivell-lmOim positions. Nor ivas there any need to 
e:J.'1Jress regrets. One vmuld look fori·rard, not bacbrard, 

Concentration and li1te ation of amme s of HO rk 
agenda 

90. This i tern ivas allocated by the Plenary to the Sessional Committee for 
preliminary consideration. The Commission had before it the report by the 
Executive Secretary on concentration and integration of the Commission 1 s prograr:nnes 
of vmrk (E/ECE/934). 

91. In his introductory statement the Executive Secretary made it clear that his 
observations on the results achieved over the past year in this field 1·rere 
intended to give guidance to the Commission and help fonnulate its future efforto. 
He felt that his report EJECE/934 had been an important instrument for the 
process of integration and concentration and a logical evolution from the 
procedure embodied in Commission resolution 2 (XXV) which invited the 
Executive Secreta~J to prepare reports on the Commission's activities. 

92. The Principal Subsidiary Bodies represented a structure vmich started as a 
confederation of quasi-indepenc1ent boc1ies >ri th indiv id.ual l·rork programmes and 1·ras 
beginning to sh01·r the effects of better integration. Following the decision 
talcen by the Commission at its thirty-second session to consider activities in 
the field of trade, the Principal Subsidiary Bodies had shovm much more auareness~ 
they were more vridely informed and as a consequence, much better integrated, and a 
horizontal consideration of vrork programmes vras supplementing the earlier 
vertical system. 

93. .Although the exercise hac!. confirmed that there vrere no serious cases of 
duplication of effort~ it had become apparent that there had been ttnequal 
attention paid to the different aspects of trade by the various Prli1cipal 
Subsidiary Bodies and there 1mre gaps in the programmes of some of them. The 
Executive Secretary felt that tvm aspects 1vere particularly important~ notably 
industrial co-operation and trade information. The first had been considered 
mainly the prerogative of the Committee on the Development of Trade i'Thereas the 
sectoral bodies~ particularly those 1-rith an industrial bias such as steel, 
chemicals and engineering, could also malce a practical contribution. .As for 
commercial information, the periodic I1arket Reviei-Js contained a 1-real th of 
information Hhich, i•rhen ivell presented, could give positive secondary effects 
over and above their specific purpose. 

94. The systematic examination of vrork programmes had broadenec1 the perspective 
of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies but such a revieu had an operational ftmction 
li1 itself. A ne1-r procedure of this type uould provide an li1strument for copli1g 
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vri th .intersectoral and interdisciplinary issues -v;hich were in danger of being 
neglected. He felt that a permanent exercise of this nature 1-ras desirable and 
that science ancl. technology could be the next area to be revieued from the point 
of vieiv of integration ru1d concentration. In orcl.er to obviate an inevitable time 
delay from conception to action uhich uould involve a three-year cycle~ the 
Executive Secretary suggested an overlap -· uhile the instructions of the 
Commission regarding trade uere being carriecl out, an examination of science and 
technology could be started. 

9 5. He pointed out that the Economic Commission for Europe functioned as a 
ti-ro-level structure Hhere the decioion-making role vras reserved for the Commission 
itself. Co-ordination \vas only possible through integration and co-operation~ 
but this uould not involve a chancre in the role of the Commission i'Thich ivoulcl 
remain the principal org.:m for co--ordination. By provic.l.ing contim.wus, essential 
infonnation~ houever, a too complex and confused netuork of interrelationohips 
could be avoided. 

96. Experience had sho1m that particularly in interdisciplinary areas uhere the 
sulJj ect-matter bore on more than one sector, the greatest success i·m.s achieved 
by holding jointly-sponsored meetings. Benefit i·Tas also derived from 
representation being clravll1 from c1ifferent disciplines. 

97. As a further initiative to promote co-operation, the Executive Secretary 
propos eo_ the measure of holding periodic acl. hoc meetings of, for example, 
chairmel1 of the various Principal Subsidiary Bodies~ to consider problems of 
mutua.l interest. 

98. The Chairman thanked the Executive Secretary for his statement and 1·relcomecl 
the suggestions it contained sajri11g that anything that iVOuld enhance the 
efficiency of the Commission li11.lS-G be examined attentively. 

99. In the ensui.l1g discussion there was general satisfaction uith the positive 
results of the past year 7 s exercise on concentration and i.l1tegration in the area 
of trade. The document TRfi.DEIR. 363 uhich had been before the brenty-sixth session 
of the Committee for Development of Trade ancl the Executive Secreta~-y' s note 
E/ECEI934 Here commended. There vras satisfaction that cluplication appearecl "to 
have been avoic1ec1 and the flovr of information improved. 

100. The fact that eaps in coverage had also been revealed i·ias generally accepted 
but opinions as to their importance i·Tere divided. The CJ_elegation of Denmark AI 
felt that such c.leficiencie:::; uere not necessarily relevant to subsidiary bodies 
of the EC:8 other than the Committee on the Developmen-b of Trac.l.e. Those 
subsidiary bodies might have good and substantive reasons for not pursuing certain 
topics; they should not be forced to do so, at the cost of expru1ding their vmrk 
programmes. This sentiment uas largely shared by the delegations of Sueden, 
S1vi tzerland 8l1cl Canada; the latter~ ho1·rever, clid concede that trade gaps i.l1 the 
various programmes might at least be iclentified. 

101. In the same context the delee;ate of Poland defined the role of the Committee 
on the Development of Tracle as bei.l1.g broader lvhereas other subsidiary bodies should 
be more involved i.l1 specific trade ru1d industrial co-operation oriented activities 

AI Hel~e ru1d in the folloHi.l1g paragraphs the delegation of Denmark uas speaking 
in its present capacity as President of the Europe8l1 Economic Community and 
expressecl. the vieus of the EEC cmmtries. 
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in branches or products ·Hithin their respective areas of responsibility. This 
opinion >·ras also expressed by the delegate of the ussn~ particularly as it 
concerned industrial co-operation, To illustrate this he cited the Symponium 
organized by the Chet'!lioal Industry Committee in Budapest in Nay 1977 on 
Inten1ational Economic and Teol:mioal Co--operation in the Chemical Industry. 

102, The delegation of SHitzerland thought that, in vie'\·r of its importance, all 
the subsidiary bodies ought to be associated Hi th the I-'Iul tilateral Notification 
System (IiJUUOSYST) ne>vly introduoecl by the Committee for the Development of Trade. 
He repeatec1 the suggestion to regroup all proj eots relative to economic and 
commercial information into a specific sector. Hmvever~ doubts as to the value 
of such a suggestion '\'Jere expressed by the delegate of the USSR. 

103. Several delegations underlined the importance of statistics and the role of 
the Conference of European Statisticians. 

104. There lJas general support for the principles proposed by the 
Executive Secretary in E(ECE/934, and li1 particular in paragraph 9, although the 
delegation of Denmarl:: expressec1 certain reservations on sub-paragraphs 9 (b) (ii) 
and (iii) especially concerning the orea·bion of j oli1t >·mrking groups. 
Nevertheless the general feeling uas that a nc:n·r departure >·ras not envisagecl. 2..nd 
that the proposals should be developed 1vi thin, and not liwolve an enlargement of 
the present prog-.cammes of vmrk of the Committees. 

105. The examination of questions of concentration and integration '\'Tas 'l·mlcomed 
by the delegate of the USSR as a move toi'lards increasing the effectiveness of the 
work of the Commission. In the fielcl. of trade, he uncl.erlined that the main 
efforts should be devoted to the subject of east-vrest co-operation; he adc.l.ecl. 
that collaboration of the Committee on the Development of Trade Hith the 
Senior Economic Advisers on the elaboration of the Overall Economic Perspective 
up to 1990 Has of great importance. 

106. The delegation of Hungary enumerated several topics of a mul tic.isciplinary 
nature which could very >Jell be the subj eot of co-operative efforts behreen 
various Principal Subsidiary Bodies, Among these vrere the production of equipment 
servli1g to protect the environment, ivi thin a frameivork of industrial co--operation; 
the inten1ational turnover of such products under more liberal trade conditions, etc. 
Besides, it 1-ras proposed that the various Principal Subsidiary Bodies pay more 
attention to the examination of obstacles to trade in the relevant products. It 
was also pointed out that in the field of industrial co-operation the joint actions 
of the various subsidiary bodies seemed to be desirable. 

107, The Polish delegation, "Vrhen emphasizing the importance of trade and ino.ustrial 
co-operation, added that the related problems should be dealt ivi th by the relevant 
subsidiary bodies and that there should be a horizontal reinforcement and vertical 
deepening of the branch issues involved. 

108. The delegation of Denmark emphasized the need to establish clear and 
acceptable priorities in programmes and added that the secretariat should incHoate 
the budget requirements of individual proj eots anc1 delegates should talce full 
account of the availability, or not, of appropriate resources in the secretariat 
and national admli1istrations '\'Then takli1g decisions on the initiation of proj eots. 
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In this context 1 a careful consideration ,,ras needed in every case as to the 
necessity of questionnaires and the availability of the relevant information in 
the secretariat. The delegation of Slreden added that a precise formulation of 
projects "\voulcl also contribute to an increase in efficiency, 

109. The Suedish delegation suggestecl that, in the light of the increasec1 need 
for exchange of information bot1·reen the Principal Subsidiary Bodies, 1vhere the 
secretariat had a vital role~ it might be considered to have documents jointly 
issued for two or more Principal Subsidiary Bodies. 

110. The suggestions of the Executive Secretary for future 1vork were accepted in 
. principle, particularly as they vlere embodied in paragraph 12 of E/ECE/934, 

though the delegation of Denmark felt a better clarification of principles might 
be desirable, and the delegation of Canada, vlhile accepting the value of 
identifying interdisciplli1ary projects of importance that might lie in the 
11 t1vilight zones", reserved his position on the question of a single co-ordinating 
body for such projects. 

111. It \vas agreed that a contli1uing project on concentration and integration 
Has desirable and support 11as given to the suggestion that science and technology 
should be the next area for examli1ation. Its appropriateness in vie1·r of the 
forthcoming United Nations Conference on Science anc1 Technology for Development 
vias tmderlli1ecl by several delegations. The Romanian delegation, \'Jhile supporting 
the four priority areas of the Commission, \'rished to uno.erline the importance of 
proj ecto of special interest to member countries that vrere developing from an 
economic poli1 t of v ieu. It eXJ.Jressecl the hope that this area woulo. enjoy a 
higher priority in the Commission r s vmrk. In order to help stimulate the 
activity of the Commission and of its main subsidiary bodies li1 this area~ the 
Romanian delegation 8l111otmced that it Has going to circulate a 1·rorking pa:per on 
"Actions required from the EC:8 and its subsidiary bodies to respond to the 
interests of the member cotmtries of the ECE region 1vhich are developing from 
an economic point of vim·r" (E/ECE(XXXIII)/1-3). 

112. 'hlhen the discussion on this item was resumed, the delegate of S1·ritzerland 
expressed satisfaction that the debate had been constructive and had revealed a 
general 2.ccorcl that this Has an important operation that should continue to be the 
subject of study 1 rn"d that the next area for examb1ation should be Science and 
Tecbnologr. 

113. The Executive Secreta~J referred to a possible duplication of, if not conflict 
in, instructions to him: namely those contained in the procedures introducecl by 
Commission resolution 2 (XXV) 1rhich requested a report on the Commission 1 s 
activities, j_ncludli1g a topic of special interest. He suggested that the 
Commission may 1vish to delete the requirement for the report on the special topic 
called for in resolution 2 (XXV) li1 favour of a report on a special area chosen 
under decision D (XXXII) on concentration ru1d li1tegration of the Commission's 
programmes of 1vorlc. The Commission agreed 1·ri th this proposal. 

114. A draft decision on concentration ancl integration of the Commission 1 s programme 
of Horlc, submi tter.l. by the delegations of Austria, Belgium, Canada, Finland, Frm1ce, 
Greece, Htmgary, the Netherlm1ds 1 Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, SHitzerlru1d 1 

Turkey, the Unitecl Kli1gd.om and Yugoslavia, 1·ras adopted by the Commission at its 
thirteenth meeting. (For the text see Chapter IV, decision C (XXXIII)). 
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Uork of the Principal Subsidiary Bocl.ies of the Commi_~ion 
(agenda item 4(f)) 

115. The account of the preliminary consideration of sub-item 4(f) by the 
Sessional Committee is contained in paragraphs 116 to 278 belm1. 

Committee on Agricultural Problems 

116. The delegations participating in the discussion of the report of the 
tvJenty-ninth session of the Committee on Agricultural Problems (ECE/AGRI/;6) 
expressed their general satisfaction vJith and appreciation of the v1ork of the 
Committee and its subsidiary bodies, vlhich hacl_ succeeded in further strengthening 

~ their activities in the last year. The annual revie>·J of the agricultural 
~ situation and the study of specific and very important economic and technical 
~ problems of agriculture in the ECE rec:ion constituted a positive contribution to 

the further development of an important sector of the economy and of technical 
and scientific co-operation bet\veen countries >.Ji th different socio-economic 
systems. The delegations of Bulgaria and the Byelorussian SSR pointed out that 
the Committee ·Has thus contributing to the attainment of the objectives of the 
Final Act of the CSCE, and the delegation of Bulgaria eJ~pressec1 the ,.Jish that the 
Committee should llork more actively also on those subjects recommended_ by the 
Final Act, '·Jhich '·Jere not yet coverec1 in its programme of vJork. In this connexion, 
the delegation of Bulgaria atated that. the inclusion in the vJork programme of the 
project on methods of combating erosion, recultivating of land and improving soil 
guality >·Jas a positive step in this direction. 

117. There viaS general support for the programme of l!Ork of the Oommi ttee and its 
subsidiary bodies, Hhich reflected the need for co-operation bet,·Jeen countries in 
the fielc1 of agriculture and contributed to this co-operation. Several delegations 
pointed out that it \vas !;!, balanced programme, dealing vii th problems of rr,reat 
relevance relating to economic, technical anc1 social aspects of agriculture, and 
talcing into account the lJishes and needs of all member countries, The delegation 
of s,·Jitzerland vJOndered '·Jhether the many very diversified and specialized activities 
by the Committee might not affect the efficiency of its 110rk, 

118. In vielJ of the number of international organizations active in the field of 
agriculture, the closest possible co-ordination of their activities vias of special 
importance and should be further developed in order to avoid duplication. ~1e 
delegation of the German Democratic Republic referred in particular to the fact 
that the Conm1ittee on Ac,ricultural Problems and the Timber Committee had much in 
common and that this uas reflected also in the ne,·J oreanization of the secretariat. 
The delegatim1 of Romania noted that the Commi tt0e had been promoting the 
co-operation betueen ECE, FAO and other international organizations in the economic, 
tecl~~ical and scientific fields and proposed that this co-operation should be 
strengthened and eJ~tended on the regional and oubreeional level, 

119. ~1e revielJ of current C\.ovolopments in ac;riculture in general, in major 
commodity marlcets and in agricultural trade was considered to be a valuable source 
of up-to-date economic and statistical information, ''1hich presented the situation 
anc1 the problems of ac:ricul ture in the different countries, The measures taken to 
improve the methods of vJork in this field \'Jere therefore supported. ~1e delegation 
of Finland hoped that the ne11 procedure \'lOuld lead to better results regardi110: the 
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revio1·1 of chanceo in agricultural policies durine the year preceding the session 
and 'l·!ould facilitate a fruitful exchange of vievJS and information. The delegation 
of S1·1itzerlanc1 also found the revie'IJ of current devolopmento very interesting 1 but 
recretted the lack of diocussion in the Committee seosions. Ui th reference to the 
material provided by cleloc:ations for the Connni ttee sessions, tho representative of 
the European Economic Community referred to the very detailed statistical 
information supplied by his delec;ation and e::pressed the hope for more substantive 
reciprocity in the e~~ohance of ouch information. As far as the revim·Js cf basic 
commodities 1·1ere concerned, the secretariat should limit reporto to a minimum and 
only to thooo products 11hich 1vere not handled. in more approprio. te o::rgru1.iza"Gions. 

120. The delegation of Yugoslavia pointed to the interest of its country in the 
study of commodity problems i'Jhich vJere of particular importance to the member 
countries 1·1hich '\·Jere c1evelopinc: fJ.~om the economic point of vim1. The delegation 
of Romania e:::pressed its app::rociation of the attempt by the Committee to doal 
ac1equatoly 11ith the problems of these countries 7 in its vie1·1 the Commission and 
its subsidiary bodies ohould lJe more actively involved, through concrete actions, 
in the 1)rocess of elir:1inntinc: underdevelopment and should thus contribute to the 
estal)lishment of a nm·J international economic orc1er. The delec:ation of Romania 
also proposec1 that ECE toc:ether 1·1i th FAO should elaborate and implement a special 
prograrame for the ac:ricul tural development of the economically developing countries 
and of the less developed recions in Europe. 

121. The olabora tion of quality standards for perishable produce continued to be 
considered as an important and valuo..ble contribution to the development and 
facilitntion of international trade and to the co-ordination of national policies 
in this field. ils pointed out by the c1elegation of Finland, this v1ork vJas also 
important for domestic trade 1 lJecauso the standards elaborated could easily be 
utilized for the prori1otion of domestic trado. The delecations of Bulgaria and tho 
USSR expreosed their app::roval for tho effoJ.~ts of the Commi ttoe to fuJ.~ther improve 
the methoclo of the standardization 11ork. Rocarding the '\"JOrk on international trade 
practices, the delegation of Turkey commended the experts for their 1wrk anc1 the 
representative of the European Economic Conmmni ty expressGd his satisfaction that 
the difficult 1·1ork on o.rbi tration rules 11as successfully terninated. The c1elec;o..te 
of Finland 11elcomod the decision that the secretariat services for the arbi tJ.·al 
chamber '\JOuld be assu1:1ed by the ECE seoretaria t anc1 hopoc1 that this decision vJOuld 
contribute to tho dGvolopment of trade in certain agricultural products. 

122. 1-Iany dolecations gave j)articular emphasis to the e~:change of scientific and 
technical inf oTma tion and e:::perience in agriculture, pointed to the successful 
development of thGse activities by the Corrm1i ttee in recent years and e::cpressec1 
their e:rpecte,tion that these activities 1wuld be continued as one of the main tasks 
of the Committee, International studies in this field, preparec1 according to the 
appropriD,te methoc1oloror and 1·1i th the active participation of the majority of 
countries promoted the co-operation bet1·1een countries ivi th different socio-economic 
systemsy facilitated national research 'l'lork, brought benefits to the development of 
ao;ricul ture in each country~ and '\·Jere therefore in the interest of all countries. 
Technical reports prepared by covernment rapporteurs on the basis of material 
supplied by all countriGs intGrested in the subject and symposia '\"Jere useful ancl 
import8.11.t forms of intGrnational co-operation for the exchange of scientific anc1 
technical information anc1 full use should be macle of these methods of '\'10rk in 
implementinc; the tasks fa cine; the ECE. The expanded proc:ramme of technical reports 
and symposia during 1977/70 and in the years to come 'I"Jas thereforG welcomed. 
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123. All delegations referring to the activities of theFAO/ECE 1:lorking Party on 
Hechaniza tion of A:3:ricul ture underlined the importance of this 1'10rlc and the hic:h 
guality of the reports prepared by the exports. The delegation of the 
Ukrainian SSR felt that certain reports in the present proo:ramme of \Jorl:: v1ere of 
particular interest a11.d should be accelerated. The practical orientation of the 
approach taken by the Harking Party 1·Jas also commended. Several delegations 
referred to the programme of very interestinG study tours in the field of 
agricultural mechanization and e::pressecl their gratitude to the delegation of the 
United States of America for the highly successful tour organized in 1977. 

12~ .• Nany delegations stated their interest also in the activities of the 
FAO/ECE \larking Party on Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization. It 1;1as felt 
that the action-oriented approach taken by the Vlorkint?: Party 1vould help to promote 
co-operation betueen countries for improving agricultural efficiency. The 
cielega tion of the United States~ '\·Jhich had not attended the first meetings, 1ms 
at present re-examining its position 1·1i th regard to its participation in futuro 
meetinc:s. As in the past~ tho delegation of Hungary 1Jas ready to po,rticipa te 
actively also in tho futuro by appointing re.pporteurs for the projects pursued by 
the '11orking Party. The delee;:ation of Finlancl hoped that the results of the 
meeting ancl of the sympooium~ both held in 1~70, after discussion by the ne:~t FAO 
Rec:ional Conference for Europe~ vJould be utilized for the 1979 '\:Torld Conference on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development ancl lwulcl thus be of benefit not only for 
the ECE rocion~ but contribute also to tho solvinG: of agrarian problems in 
developinG countries • 

125. Great interest >ms also e:~pressed in the activities of the Conuni ttee concerning 
environmental problems related to agriculture, and in the efforts to harmonize and 
improve foocl and agricultural statistics. Uith reference to statistical enquiries 
and the presentation of data~ the delegation of S1·1itzerland felt that there 'tlas 
still a need for closer co-orclination bet'\-Jeen international organizations ru1d for 
a harmonization of statiotical questionnaires. 

126. In addition to the general assessment of the activities of the Committee on 
l'. .. gricultural Problems and its subsidiary bodies~ the delegations participating i:n 
the discussion made the follo1'1ing detailed comments on projects included in the 
programme of 1wrk for 1970-1~02: 

Uork area 02 .1.,; Lonr;-term trends and perspectives 

02.1.1. 

02.1.1.1. 

02.1.1. 2. 

n1.e delecations of Dulgaria and the USSR considered this project 
to be very important. n1.e delec;a tion of Austria 1ms ready to 
supply the secretariat IJi th its long-teJ.."'lll studies, but had some 
doubts regarding the usefulness of long-term perspective studies 
and tho value of their results. 

The delegation of the United States I·Jas particularly interested 
in this project~ 1·10uld provide relevent ill..formation and lJas 
looking fon1ard to a detailed discussion. 

n1e clelec;ation of the USSR considered these reports to be very 
important. 
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02.1.3. The delec;ation of Yugoslavia uao in favour of the inclusion of 
this project in the >-JOrk programme of the \'lorkinc: Party on 
Agrarian Structure and Farm Rationalization. 

\vork area 02.2. ~ Current developments and short- and medium-term prospects, 
includinrt international trade 

02.2.1. The delec;ation of Bulc;aria stressed the importance of ariel its 
interest in this project. The delegation of Yuc,oslavia proposed 
the e:w.mina tion of the considerable problems and cliff icul ties 

02.2.2. 

02.2.3. 

of trade in li vestod: anc1 meat betvJeen ECE countries and of the 
posoibilities to facilitate this trade. 

As tho time available at the rumual sessions did not allm-1 an 
in-depth discussion of the various items related to international 
trade in agricultural products, the delegation of Finland 
supported the idea of orgro1izinc;, from time to time, a discuosion 
on GlJecific · i terns; this could make an important contribution to 
a ~Jetter unc1erstanc1inG: of the many complicated problems arising 
in international trade of agricultural products. 

The clolega tion of Hungary iwuld like the practice of special 
country chapters in the trade reports to be continued. Hare 
attention ohould also be c;i ven to all factors influencino; trade, 
such as trade barriers and restrictive measures. 

The delegation of Romania attached great importance to 
agricultural trade and iJas lookine:; for further eff arts tmmrc1s 
its liberalization and tm·Jards tho elimination or substantive 
recluction of tariff and non-tariff obstacleo >·Jhich impeded the 
normal development of trac1e bot;veen member countries, in 
particular 1-1ith those c1evelopino; from the economic point of 
v im-J. 

As far as products (such as grain, meat, milk producto) i·Jere 
alreao.y be inc: dealt ,.Ji th by other interrJ.a tional orc:aniza tions, 
1-1hose tor-ms of reference i"Jere more directly related to these 
products, ECE should limit ito 110rk to summary presentations 
of marl:ot developments i·li thout enterine into discussions 
(:european Economic Connnuni ty), 

The clelec;:ation of Si·Ji tzerland 11as in favour of the annual 
studies, but they should l)e made less detailed ru1d easier to 
read. 

The clolec;ation of Turkey pointed to ·bhe usefulneos of the 
report on the crain market. 

The delec;a·cions of Romania and Yuc:oslavia stressed the 
importru1ce of and their interest in this project. 
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The European Economic Comm~mi ty had no objection to the 
e:ctension of the standardizo:cion \"Jork to other products, as far 
as they 1·1ere not already covered by the uork procrammes of 
other internntional organizations. 

The delegation of Spain -vms interested also in fur·bher lJork on 
such questions as storage and packaging. 

The c1elege,tion of Turkey pointed to the particular climatic 
and soil conditions in the Hediterranean basin~ importing 
countries should adopt a more fle:dble attitude tm1ards the 
realities of exporting countries anc1 act w 3.th the necessary 
understanc1ine in elalJorating ne1·1 standards and revising e:dotine 
ones in order to refrain from causinc: restrictive and harmful 
effects to the trade of exporters~ such a l')Ooi tive effort 
1wuld conform to the repeatedly confirmed 1·1ish of the Commission 
and of importing co~mtries to co-operate 1-li th the countries 
c1evoloping from the economic point of vie1-1. 

\:Jork area 02.3.; Selected economic and technolo,-:;ical problems 

02.3 .1. 

The ac:ricul tural tasks laid dmm in the Final Act of the CSCE 
should be reflected in the work programme of the Committee and 
its subsic1iary bodies. Among the moot impo11 tru1 t problems 1·1ero 
research into neu methods and teclmoloc:ies for increasing the 
productivity of crop production and animal husbandry; 
application of chemical products in ac~iculture, desi~1, 
construction and utilization of agricultural machinery; 
teclmoloc;ieo of irrigation anc1 other land improvement 1wrks. 
A complex approach 1-1as necesoary to realize the selected main 
topics 7 socio-economic aspects anc1 guestions of 'lwrkinc; and 
living conditions as 1·1ell as problems of environmental 
protection should become intec;ra ted parts of specific teclmical 
issues (German Democratic Republic). 

The deleo;ation of Romaniafelt that the Committee should carry 
out and implemen·b complex programmes aiming at (i) further 
developing bilateral and multilateral co-operation to improve 
and breed ne1-1 varieties of hio;hly productive seeds i 
(ii) developing a European scientific research frame1·10rl~ of 
the typo set up by FAO~ (iii) achievino; modern systems of 
irrigation; (iv) undertal;:ing anti-erosion i·Jork and making 
better use of unproductive land; (v) proper use of fertilizers 
and other chemical substances~ (vi) extend eo. mechanization 
and automation of agricultural uorl~. 

The delegation of Bulc;aria expressed its special interest in 
this project. 

The deloe;:ation of Yuc;osiavia suc;gested, for inclusion in the 
programme of 'I·Jork, an examination of the labour and employment 
problems in ac~iculture, particularly in rural areas. 
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02.).1.2. 

02.).2. 

02.).2.2. 

02.3.2.G. 

02.].~ .• 2. 

02.3. 4 ,;j,. 

02.3. ~·. 5. 

02.).). 

All delocations referring to this sympocium pointed to the 
importance of its subject 1 ns the improvement of agrarian 
structures in the ECE region iJaS c:aininrr, in importance, The 
representntive of the European Economic Comm.mi ty (i·Jhich had 
done considerable ivork in this field) anc1 the clelec;ations of 
Austria, Romania ano. Spain expresoed their i·Jillinrr,ness to make 
an active contribution. 

The cleleo;ation of Romania hoped. that the proposals i·Jhich it had 
mac1.e to FA0 1 o Tenth Rec;ional Conference for Europe \'!ould lJe 
taJ.cen into account. 

Tho c1eleo;ation of Si·Ji tzerland felt that the programme relating 
to ao:ricultural mechanization contained too many subjects uhich 
made it difficult to arrive at an overall viei·J of this 11ork in 
its entirety. 

Tho cl.elec;ations of Austria, Finland and the Geman Democratic 
llepublic unc1erlined the impo:ctance of all activities rela tine: 
to energy problems. 

The delec.;ations of the ID::rninian SSR and the USGR considered it 
very iE1portant to update the study on present and foreseeable 
trends in the mechanization of arr,riculture. 

The delegations of Bulc;aria ru1.d the USSR support eel the idea of 
orc;anizing another fertilizer symposium in 1979. 

The delec;a tions of the Lncrainian SSR and the USSR expressed 
their satiofnction that the Connnittee had ac;reed to their 
proposal to organize a sugar beet symposium. 

This technical report \'!as 11elcomed by the delec;a tions of 
Bulgaria, Turkey and the Ul;:rainiru1. SSll. 

The delegations of Bulgaria~ Hungary, Turkey and the 
Lncrainian SSR 1-1ere very interested in the teclmical report on 
triticale. 

The delegation of Yuc;oslavia confirmed i·cs intention to orcanize 
a symposium on maize, anc1 the delerr,a tions of Spain and the 
Lncrainian SSR fotu1.d this topic of rr,reat interest. 

Tho technical studios on larc:e livestock farms 11ere of c;reat 
interest to the delegations of Bulgaria, Hungary, Turkey, 
the 1Da·ainiru1. SSR and the USSR. 
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Uork area 02.~-·: Environmental problems relatinn: to ar~riculture 

02, ~·· 2. 

Stuc.1ios on the effect of the environment on ac:ricul ture >·Jere 
consic.l.orod to be of c:;reat importance by tho delegations of 
Austria and Bulgaria. The c'lelec;ation of Austria referred in 
pa:cticular to mechanization and tho use of chemical products 
in acriculture. 

The delec:;ations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic~ 
the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR 1·1elcomed the orcaniza tion of 
this s;ymposium, and the c'lelec;ation of Si'li-Gzerland 1-1ao 
satisfied 1'li th tho co-ordination bet1·1een the variouo 
international boc1ies concerned \'lith the symposium. 

Uork area 02.5.: Statistics 

02.5.1. It \-las rec:retted that tho progTamme of IJOrk on the harmonization 
and improvement of food anc'l ac:ricul tural statistics IK1-S not 
implemen-i;ec'l at sufficient speed (ill;:rainian SSR), and the efforts 
of tho Committee to speed· up the realization of this proc;ramme 
therefore deserved approval (USSR). 

Chemical Inc'lustry Committee 

127. For the consideration of this i tern the Sessional Conu'!li ttee had before it the 
report of the tenth session of the Chemical Industry Conu11itteo (ECE/CI-JEH/20). All 
delegations expressoc'l their overall :Jatisfnction i·li th the ·uorl>: done by the Commi tteo 
durinc: the past year, and commendec'l the rosul ts achievec'l. 

128. Special thanlcs anc'l appreciation \·Jere e:~l'ressod to the Government of the USSR 
and the Organizine;: Committee for havine; hosted the tenth seosion of the Chor.1ical 
Inc'lust:~.~y Committee in l:Ioscm·J anc'l for arrangine: an e:~tremely intereotinc: and useful 
study tour in the Soviet Union. 

129. Delegations referred to the importance they attached to the Committee 1s 
statistical iwrk and emphaoj,zed their 11illine;ness to c;ive strong support in thio 
field. Recognition uas o;iven to the Annual Bull~tin on Trade in Chemical Products~ 
the l.nnual Revie11 of the Chemical Industr;'{ and the five-year survey on Harket 
Trends for Chemical Proc'lucts 1970-1975 and Prospects for ls,'OO. The delegations of 
SI'Jitzerland a11.cl the United States voiced special satisfaction over the ne\·J joint 
OECD/ECE guesti01maire for the Annual Rcvie11 of the Chemical Inc'lustry 1·1hich 
represented an important improvement and step for~·mrc'l in thG .direction of 
simplifyine;: procedureo for gathering statistical information ancl eliminating 
duplication. 

130. In the a11alysis of the 1wrk procramme, furthermore, special importance \·Jas 
attributed by all delec:ations to projects in the field of onere;:y ra1·1 materials, 
onvironnent and v1aste utilization, special recoc:ni tion beine;: t;iven to the three 
major studies currently under \·Jay. 
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1)1. ApTlrociation iJao expressed to the Governments of the German Democratic 
Republic and Polanc1 for hoot inc:; the seminaro on Recycling of Hic:h IJolymer '\rlastes 
(Dresden, 1978), on li'orecastinc:, Planninc: and Protp.~ammine, in the Chemical Il1.dustry 
(Uarsa\·J, 1979) and Lir Pollution Problems from Specific Branches of the Organic 
Chemical Im1us-Gry (Szczecin, 1970). Reference iJas made to tho information notices 
and paporo relatec1 to these seminars. Delegations thanked the Hungarian 
Governr:10nt for arranginc; the most successful seminar on Intern8.:liional Economic 
anc1 Teclmical Co-operation in tho Chemical Industry, in Budapest, in l.Jay 1977. 
The dele(!.atioi1 of Turkey suc;gested that tho project on international economic 
and teclmical co-operc,tion in the chemical industry be continued. 

132. There \·Jas ceneral ac,reement \·Jith the proc:ramme of 110rk for 1978-1982. The 
delec:a tion of the Uni tec1 Kingdom 2/ stressed the import?-nce of selecting and 
closely defining future projects so that countries may participate to mmdmum 
effect anc1 c..void possible duplication. Satisfaction 1·1as e::pressed lli th the 
Committee's decision taken at the tenth session to carefully appraise all future 
projects; there 1·1ere certain considerations to 1·1hich tho Committee should, in 
due course, c:ive careful and balanced appraisal, taking into account both 
interest and the lilwly availability of source material. The deler:ation of 
S1Jitzerlancl streosec1 the desirability of rationalizine the lJorlc programme of the 
Commi tteo and mal::ing the best possible use of the resources of the secretariat. 
The c1elec:ation of S1·1edon said that it might be desirable to concentrate the lJork 
of ·[;he Conm1i ttee on a omaller number of projects, and suggested giving more 
em1'hasis to policy oriented studies and projects dealing iJi th long-term 
peropectives and structural changeo. 

lJ). The delecations of Dulcaria, the Byolorussian SSR and the USSR suggested that 
consideration ohould be c::ivon to i'Jorking throuc:h pe1-manent bodies such as vJorlcing 
parties in specific fields of activities, ouch as the Annual Reviei'J, the 
Perioc1ic Survey, market developments and otatistics, on chemical technoloc;y, ra11 
materials and enerCY reoources as 1·1ell as the envir011L1ent, instead of through 
ad hoc meotinco. The USSR c1olec:ation said that it iJould favour action on problems 
of electrochemistry, ·che chemistry of polymers, metals and alloys ao i·Joll as 
c1evelol;ment of improved chemical teclmology, problems \'Jhich uero specificallJr 
mentioned in the Final Act of the CSCE. 

13~·. The delegation of Poland expresEJod satisfaction i'Ji th the Committee 1 s 
activities in the field of energy includine;: its contribution to the oecretariat's 
draft programme of 1·10rk on General Enerc:y Problems, reiterated its proposal for 
a otuc1y on the perspec·biveo of carbo-chemistry in the ECE region, and also 
considered thC~,t the Chemical Industry Committee should contemplate a broadening 
of its activities in the field of trade by undertaking a study on the conch tion8 
and limi tationo affecting trade of the chemical industry 1·1i thin the ECE region. 

135. The follo·uinc: detailed comments 110re made on the Chemical InduEJtry Committee's 
procrammo of iJOrk for 1S'78-1982; 

2/ Uhenover in the follmJinc: 11aracraphs the c1elegation of tho United Kingdom 
is mentioned~ it should be noted that it expressed the vim·Js of the European 
Economic Community. 
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Uork areo. 03 .1.; Nedium- anc.1 lonn;-term pers'!)ectiveo 

0].1.1. Special interest in this topic 1·1as voicecl. by Bule;:aria, Spain, 
Turkey, tho USGR and the EEC • 

0].1.2. This project 11as considered to be m1 interestinc: one (ussn). 

0).1.). This \'JaS considered to be a significant project by the 
deloca tion of Turkey. 

\·Jork area 03.2.: Current clevelo.J2!nents and pros.].E?_cts ~lcludinn: international trade 

03.2.1. This 1ms considered an important project (Turkey). Thio perioc1ic 
reviou 1·1ao considered to be sometimes too theoretical 
(S11i tzorlancl). 

Uork area OJ. 3. : Selected economic ru1d teclmological problems 

03.3.1. This 11as considered. to be a valuable project (Turkey~ USSR~ 
EEC) • The United Kincdom clelec;a tion consic1ered that there 
should be a closer identification of Jche 1·Jork to be done ancl 
that the Committee should not be afraid to modify the content 
or c1irection of its inquiries. 

03.3.5. This subject uas considered important by the Cl.elegatlon of Turkey 
'lilhile tho clelec::a tion of the ussn expressed lesser interest. 

Uork area 03.4.: Selected environmental a..nd resource-saving _problems 

This project lias of particular interest (Dule;aria; USSR). 

03.4.2. Project of special interest (Dulcaria~ USSR). 

03 .4.~-· This 11as considereo. to be an interestine: topic lJy the delegation 
of Gpain ~ the delec:a tion of the USSR e:cpressec1 lesser interest. 

i!Jork area 03.5.: Statistics and information 

The United ICingdom delegation a ttachod creaJc importance to 
continued 11ork in this area~ 

It 1·1as stated that some countries 1·1ore not providing sufficient 
c1a·ba (S11i tzerland). 

Coal Committee 

13G. The discussion of the 1wrk of the Coal Commi ttec took place on tho basis of 
the report on its ooventy-thircl session (ECE/COAL/34). 

137. Delegations 1·1hich took the floor emphasized the increasinc: importance their 
Governments attached to coal and to international co-operation in this field. 
They expresseo. satisfaction ui th the results of the Coal Committee r s activities 
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durinc; the period unc1er reviei"J, They commented favourably on the methods of '\·Jork 
of the Uommitteo and its su1Jsicliary bodies, placinc opocial emphasis on the 
ac.1vantac;eo to bo c1ori vod from the holdinrr, of symposia on subjects of particular 
interest, and from otuc1y tours in various countries. Particular satisfaction 1-Jas 
voiced over t1w symposia on subjects of o;reat importance uhich '\·Jere to be held in 
the near future, ol'le on the utilization of heavy-c1uty eCJuipmont in open-cast mines 
at Cottbus (German Der.10cratic Republic) from 16 to 19 October 1970, and the other 
on the gasification and liC]uefaction of coal at Katm·dce (I'oland) from 23 to 
27 April 1979. Representatives thanked the delec;ation of tho l!"'ederal Republic of 
Germany for invi tine the mem"uers of the Coal Committee to a stud;~r tour '\·Jhich 1-ms 
to tol~e place in that co1.m.try in September 1978. They accepted 1-1i th great 
satisfaction the invi te,tions iosued by the United Kingdor.1 anc1 the USSR to similar 
study tours 11hich those coun'GJ .. ·ies proposed to orc;o .. nize in 1980 and 1901 
respectively. Yuc:oslavia '1Joulc1 soon inform tho Cornmi ttee '\·Jhether it \"10uld be 
possible to o1·ganize a study tour in Yucoslavia in 1979. Deloca-iiions expressed 
c:roat appreciation of the contributions made by other international organizations 
throuc:h their co-operation lli th the Coal Committee, particularly ith2:l; of CllEA. 

138. The f ollmlinc: activities of the Committee, respondinc: to the needo of 
Governments in the prosont conto:ct of the enercy and coal situations, recei voc1 
EJpecial recoc:nition; 

lJmJ uses 
Belgium; 
S1·1eden; 

for coal, es11ecially coal gasification and liCJuefaction (Austria~ 
.§} Gorman Democratic Ropu1)lic; Greece; Hungary) Polanc1; Spain; 
S11i tzerland; Turkey~ USSR; United States; Yugoslavia~ Ct!EA) i 

L2.bour productivity and mc:macement in underground mines (Dulc;aria; 
Uzochoslovruda; l)olanc.1) USSR; Yuc:oslavia) ~ 

Teclmj_cal and economic proble:ms of open-cast coal mininc (Belgium; Dulc:aria 7 
German Democratic Republic; Greece; Hunc:ary; Polancl..; Turkey; CHGA); 

Health nnd safety problems in mines (Belgh11TI; 
Ro~1ublic; Hunc:ary; Poland; Ukrc:dnian SSR; 

Bulcariai 
USSR); 

Ge1"man DGJnocra tic 

:C::~amination of poosibilities of industrial co-operation (Delc;h1m7 Polandi 
Tnrko;y 1 Yucoslavia); 

Lonc:-term perspectives of the coal industry (D.:::lgi1.11TI; Canada~. Hungary7 
Poland; 8pain; Uni teo .. States; Yuc:oslavia); 

Automation and mechanization of mining operations (Dulc:aria; USSR); 

Utilization of coal in selected consumine:: sectors anc1 trenc1s on the coal 
market (Belciun; i..hJeden; Turkoy); 

2,/ Uhonover in tho follm1ing para[:raphs tho delecation of Dolc;ium is 
montionec1? it ohould be noted that it expressed the vimJo of the European Economic 
Community. 
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Teclmical and economic problems connected ui th underc,ro~nd coal mininc; 
(Bulgaria; Hungary) i 

In:cornational co-operation on rGsearch and clGvelopment projecto (Yucoslavia); 

Specific co-operation problems of interest to member countries of ECE i1hich 
are c.1eveloping from tho economic point of vieu (Turke;n Yugoolavia) 7 

Complete utilization of coal and 11aste produced durinc e:rtraction and in 
processing (CzGchoslovakiai ClWJA); 

CosJc anc1 invos-Gmont prolJloms in the coal industry (Czechoslovakia); 

Coal claooif ication accorcUnc, to tYIJe (Bole;:il.un; Czechoslovakia) ; 

Automation of coldnc: planto (Belgium); 

Statistics ancl i1~ormation (Belc,ium); 

Increased efficiency in coal e::traction 1 conversion and use (Bulo;~ria); 

Desulphurization of coal (Svieden; Turkey); 

Environment problems (Bulgaria). 

139. Dologa tions recognizGd the balanced and future-oriented character of the 
Commi tteo r s progranme of iwrl:. 

140. The delegation of Polnnc1 reiterated the c,ist of its previous sug17.estion 
concerning the creation of an international co-orc1ina tinrr, cc:mtre for the 
o;asif ica tion and liC]uof action of coal, and announced tho. t the idea vias surJported 
by UNDP since the reoul ts of the centre r s iWrk coulc1 be r.1ade available to all 
interested countries. 

141. The Polinh initiative i·las strongly supported by the Austrian c.1eloc;ation, 
v1hich expressed the vie1-1 that the centre r s acti vi tics coulc1 be very useful in 
reducinG the time ro<Juired for research and development projects as 1-1ell as the 
costo·and risks inherent in research. The centre should be placed under the 
auspices of ECE, so that it might benefit as much as possible from the Commission's 
experience. It should also be able to dra>·l on the experience of the vJorking group 
on coal of the International Energy Agency (IEA) 1 and of non-goverrunental 
international organizations such as the International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis (IIASA) at Laxenburg. 

142. The delegation of the USSR expressed the vievJ that the Coal Committee should 
devote more attention to international co-operation in research, and should make 
sure that the 'wrk of the llieeting of Directors of National }fining Research 
Institutes did not overlap v1ith that of other bodies. The delegation of 
Czechoslovakia emphasized the importance of the ivork done by the Heeting of 
Directors of National Nining Research Institutes, 1-1hose fourth meeting had taken 
place from 20 to 25 Narch 1978 at Ostrava (Czechoslovakia). The success of the 
meeting vJas also stressed by the representative of the German Democratic Republic. 
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143. The dele(!ation of the USSR proposed the ac1c1ition of the following subjects 
to the Cornmi ttee' s proe:ramme of work; 

Analysis of trends in the utilization of colliery and coal preparation 
1·1aste; 

Elaboration of a method of assessing the quality of coal preparation waste 
i·Ji th a vievJ to its utilization; 

Organization of a symposium on the utilization of colliery and coal 
preparation vJaste. 

It also proposed the f ollm·Jing changes: 

(a) The programme of future ioJOrk should indicate the studies vlhich mieht 
be conducted in co-operation i·1i th CNEJ\.1 

(b) The guarterly bulletins of coal statistics should be discontinued, and 
only the annual bulletins retained; 

(c) The Group of Experts on the Utilization and Preparation of Solid Fuels 
shoulc1 organize study tours to plants and institutes dealing "'itJi th coal conversion. 

144. The Belc;:ian delegation expressed the viei"J that the Committee's programme of 
1wrk in certain fields I·Jas rather ambitious. Efforts should be made to achieve 
greater concentration of the programme by postponing the dates at present 
envisae:edfor the termination of certain activities such as~ for example, work 
area 04.3 relating to selected economic and technical problems in underground 
and, especially, open-cast mining. Care should also be trucen to co-ordinate and 
integrate the Coal Cornmi ttee' s programmes 11i th those of the Cornmi ttee on Electric 
Pm·1er, the Committee on Gas, the Chemical Inc1ustry Cornmi ttee, the Senior 
Advisers on Environmental Problems and the Coal Mines Committee of the 
International Labour Organisation. 

145. The representative of the C}1Ell. secretariat expressed satisfaction at the 
recent intensification of co-operation bettveen CI-'IEA and ECE. He was of the 
opinion that the Coal Co~nittee could mruce a valid contribution to the 
intere;overnmental conference on energy problems the holding of vlhich had been 
suggested to the ECE by the delegation of the USSR. 

146. The representative of Czechoslovruda supported the view expressed by the 
representative of the Cl'iEA secretariat, emphasizing the role v1hich such a 
conference could play in solving Europe's energy problems. 

147. The delegation of Greece suggested that the Committee 1 s vJOrk should cover 
not only coal but also peat problems. 

143. The delegation of the IDcrainian SSR proposed that the Committee should add 
the follm·Jing subjects to its future vJOrk prograinme; 

(a) Elaboration of economic and effective tecm1ologies for the use of 
coals vJi th a lo1·1 calorific value and high sulphur content, trudno; account of 
the neecl to protect the atmosphere; 
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(b) Restoration of surface areas impaired by coal mining. 

149. The Spanish delegation proposed the addition of the following subjects to 
the .future vJork programme: 

(a) 

(b) 

Analysis of radioactivity caused by large quanti ties of colliery vmste; 

those of 
Comparison of the costs of electric energy produced from coal with 

electric energy obtained from other sources. 

150. The follm·Jing observations \•Jere presented concerning projects l'li thin the 
sphere of activity of the Coal Committee~ 

vTork area 04.:;.: 

04.3. 2. 3. (b), ( c L (d), (e) 
04.3.2.4. (b),(c) 

and 
04. 3 • 2. 7. (f ) ' (g) 

0~ .• 3 • 5 • 2 • (a ) 

v·Tork area 04. '5.; 

vlork area OL].. 6.; 

0~ .• 6. 2 .1. 

Selected economic and technological problems 

The USSR delegation considered that the termination 
year for these projects should be 1980. 

The delegation of Belgium remarked that care should be 
tal;:en to avoid duplication be·bveen this project and 
project 04.6.3.1. 

Industrial co-operation 

~1e delegation of Yugoslavia proposed that in studying 
this topic the Committee should obtain reports from 
member countries of ECE 1:1hich \'Jere developing from the 
economic point of viei'J; in these reports, the 
countries concerned could describe their problems and 
difficulties in connexion vii th production, technology 
and marketing. On the basis of these reports and 
reports of other ECE member countries, the secretariat 
could prepare a consolidated report containing 
proposals aimed at facilitating the transfer of 
technology from the more experienced countries to 
countries developing from the economic point of vievJ. 

Statistics and information 

In the USSR delegation's vie1·1, the title of this subject 
should be amended to read as follm~s: "Increases in 
the assets, production costs and investment costs 
expected in the European coal industries 11 • 

151. Representatives expressed their general agreement vJi th the programme of i-JOrk 
of the Coal Committee for 1977-1982 and 1'1ith its report, ECE/COAL/34. 
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152. A draft decision on enhanced co-operation in the field of coal gasification 
and liquefaction~ submitted by the delegations of Austria, Belgium; 
Czechoslovalcia~ Germany~ Federal Republic of? Pol£md; Romania; Spain, Turkey; 
the Ukrainian SSR; anc1 the United States vJas adopted by the Commission at its 
thirteenth meetinc:. (For the text see Chapter IV~ decision :0 (XXXIII)). 

iLonference of European Statisticians 

153. Discussion of this i tern 1vas based on the report of the t1·1enty-fifth session 
of the Conference of European Statisticiru1s (ECE/CES/10) describing the 
Conference's activities during 1976/77 and setting out its programme of '!tJOrlc, 

154 .• Delegations participating in the discussion expressed their Governments' 
satisfaction 1"Ji th the high quality of the 1·1ork of the Conference and the valuable 
contribution uhich it had made to the "Work of the Commission. The progress made 
by the Conference in adapting its programme of >vork in the light of the 
provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE "Was particularly stressed. The 
adaptations made by the Conference included a significru1t extension of its "\vork 
on the develo11ment of conversion keys bet1veen corresponding United Nations and 
Cl'-1EA classifications, additional "\·Jork on foreign trade statistics~ eJ~tension and 
systematization of its "Work on international comparisons of national accounting 
ag{!.regates, procl.uctivity~ etc., and sponsorship of a co-operative research 
programme on the c1esign ru1d development of computerized statistical information 
systems. 

155. The increased emphasis in the Conference's programme of "Work on subjects in 
the field of economic statistics '!tJas cited by many delegations as one of the '!flaYS 

in 11hich the Conference had adapted its "\vork to current requirements. Particular 
stress '!tJas laid on the importance of the Conference's "\Wrk in the fields of the 
systems of national accounts and balances, including linlcs bet\"Jeen SNA and I.,1PS, 
the promotion of international comparisons of complex aggregates, the 
harmonization of economic classifications, general energy statistics and 
statistics of science and technology. Strong support "Was expressed for the 
further vJOrk plru1ned in these fields. 

156. The importance of cl.eveloping conversion keys bet1·1een classifications used in 
countries "\·lith different economic systems as a means of achieving international 
comparability of' statistics throughout the 1·1hole of the ECE region 1·1as stressed 
by many delegations. In this connexion it "Was noted that 1·10rk hacl. been completed 
on the preparation of a draft conversion key bet"\·Jeen the latest versions of' the 
Standard International Trade Classification of the United Nations ru1d the Standard 
Forei&:n Trade Classification of the Cl·1EA~ and the hope 1vas expressed by several 
delegations that tests of this conversion key could be carried out as soon as 
possible. The grm·Jing co-operation bet1·1een the secretariats of ECE and CMillA in 
work on this and other projects vias 1·1elcomed by a number of delegations vJhich 
expressed the hope that the good "\Wrking relations bet1·1een the t1-10 secretariats 
110uld be progressively strengthened. The dele;?,ation of the European Economic 
Community stressed its great interest in the activities of the Conference of 
European Statisticians aiming at the establishment of conversion keys for 
classifications of foreign trade, economic activities and goods and services. 
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157, In the area of social and c!.emographic statistics particular stress 1·1as laid 
on the vJOrk of the Conference on the progreosive development of a framework for 
the integration of social and demographic statistics 1 harmonization of statistical 
nomenclatures in this field and population and housing censuses. \'lith regard to 
population and housing censuses, it was noted that 1wrk had been completed on the 
preparation of revised reconm1endations for the 1980 censuses in the ECE rec:ion, 
and the hope was expressed that these recommendations ~~ould be issued as soon as 
possible in all three official languages so as to enable countries to give effect 
to the recommendations v1hen carrying out their census proc:rarnmes. 

158. Importance v1as also attached to the 1wrk on environmental statistics. It 
v1as felt that good progress had been made at the recent meeting held jointly 1·1i th 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems in identifying 
the statistical requirements in this field and in developing concepts, 
definitions and classifications needed for statistics on pollution and related 
quality aspects of environmental media. Support vJas expressed by a number of 
delegations for the Conference's decisions to speed up work on the development 
of statistics needed for the study of environmental problems and to include a 
project on statistics of land use in its programme of 1wrk. Attention 1ms dravm 
to the need for close co-operation 1·li th other international organizations 1wrking 
in this fielc1, The vievl v1ao expressed by several delec;ations that the CorJi'erence 
I'IOUld have to make its ovm contribution to high level Conferences on environment, 
energ'Y and transport (Bulgaria; Byelorussian SSR1 Czechoslovakia? 
German Democratic Republic~ USSR). 

159. Particular appreciation ~~as e::cpressed of the Conference 1 s 110rk on the use of 
computers for statistical purposes. The close co-operation vii th the Computing 
Research Centre (Bratiolava) in carrying out the co-operative research programme 
on the design ru1d implementation of computerized statistical information systems 
and other projects v!as v!elcomed by a number of delegations. They gave strong 
support to the plans for further vJOrk in this field, including the Conference r s 
decision to include in its programme of vlork the ISIS seminars held at the 
Computing Research Centre, It 1-ms felt that the results of this v1ork 1'10Uld be 
of assistance to countries in developing their national statistical systems vli th 
a vie11 to meeting the rapidly increasing demand for statistics, 

160, Many delegations stressed the usefulness of the Seminar on Statistical 
Services in Ten Years' Time held in \'lashington (United States) in I.Jarch 1977. 
Support vJas expressed by several delegations for the follm·1-up v1ork recommended 
by the Seminar 1·1hich had provided a good sta.rting point for a further exchange af 
vie1·1s and the strengthening of international co-operation, The Conference r s 
decision to discuss basic problems relating to the organization and operation of 
statistical services as separate i terns at its ru111ual sessions \'las welcomed. It 
v1as also suggestec1 that a further seminar similar to that held in Uashington be 
convened on this subject. Support 1·1as also expressed for the Conference r s 
decision to give greater emphasis to llorlc on methods of improving operational 
techniques of producing official statistics; the recent meeting held to discuss 
problems relating to household surveys v1as cited as an example of the usefulness 
of exchanges of experience in this field, 

~--
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161, Great importance 1ms attached by a number of delegations to the role of the 
Conference in promoting improved co-ordination of '\'Jork on statistical standards~ 
statistical inquiries and other statistical activities of all intergovernmental 
orcanizations in the ECE region. Several delegations stressed the need for 
more official statistics to be made available in accordance i·Ji th the pertinent 
provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE ~ in particular, Governments shoulo. malce 
greater efforts to publish full trac1e and other economic statistics on a regular 
basis~ rather than in the form of indices or percentages~ in order to enhance 
ECE's activities in the field of statistics, 

162, General support i·Jas given to the programme of l!Ork drmm up by the 
Conference, The Conference's decision to concentrate its deliberations at its 
annual sessions in a limited number of carefully selected priority issues was 
i'lelcomed, 

163, The folloidng detailed comments v1ere made vJi th regard to the proc;ramme of 
iVOrk of the Conference of European Statisticians; 

Uork area 12,1.: Re;gional statistical co-9peration 

12 .1.1. 

12.1.2. 

12.1.3. 

12 .1.4. 

12.1.5. 

Support ., .. Jas expressed for a reviei'J of the statistical bulletins 
published by ECE. The data published should primarily serve 
neecls in the priority areas of the Commission's i'IOrk pro:::;':ramme, 
The continued need for publishing the Statistical Indicators 
of Short-Term Economic Changes in ECE Countries should be 
examined (German Democratic Republic). 

Priority should be c;iven to i'IOrk on the regular reviei·l of 
statistical , .. Jork in the ECE region (Austria), 

Support i1as expressed for the co-ordination of statistical 
data from international orgru1izations (EEC). 

It v!as suggested that analytical studies relating to various 
components of the Overall Economic Perspective be carried out 
in co-operation i'li th the Conference (Sweden). 

Priority should be given to activities undertalcen to support 
the 1wrk of the United Nations Statistical Commission (Austria). 

The importru1ce of work on statistical problems of special 
interest to the member countries of the ECE i·lhich i1ere 
c1eveloping from the economic point of viei'J ·llaJS stressed 
(Greece). 

'\tTork area 12.2. ~ Organization and operation of statistical services 

12. 2 .1. Support 1-1as expressed for regular annual meetings of the 
Uorking Party on Electronic Data Processing (Bulcaria~ 
Byolorussian SSR, EEC). 
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i:lork area 12.?.: Tievelopment and harmonization· of economic statistics 

12.).2.2. 

Support >·Jas expressed for the Conference Is decision to delete 
the project relating to statistics of chemicals (EEC). 

Interest 1·1as e~cpressed in this project (Bulgaria). 

The delegations of Austria, Poland and USSR 1·1elcomed the 
Conference Is decision to unc1er"bal::e comparisons of national 
accounting aggrerrates for the European region 1-li thin the 
framm·JOrk of the International Comparison Project, and 
eJcpressed the hope that prepare. tory 1-10rk on the methodology of 
these comparisons -v10uld be started as soon as possible. 

The delegation of the European Economic Community proposed that 
increased priority be given to this project and recalled the 
active participation of the Commtmi ty in the joint UN/EEC Group 
of Experts 1-1hich had met in November 1977 in Brussels. 

~1e delegations of Greece and the European Economic Community 
dreu attention to the -work being undertaken by the 
United Hations Statistical Office in co-operation -with the 
European Economic Community on the r_evision of the 
International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC). 
~1e delegation of the EEC expressed the hope that the CNillA 
uould participate actively in the further 1-10rk planned on this 
revision 1·1hich v1ould contribute to the development of a 
conversion key bet>veen the ISIC and the CHlTIA classii'ication 
of economic activities. 

Support 1·1as expressed by the delegations of Austria, Greece, 
Yugoslavia and the European Economic Community for the 1wrk 
planned on statistics of consumer prices, It '·Jas pointed out 
that this 1·10rk could malce a contribution to international 
comparisons of purchasing po-vJer and to the International 
Comparison Project. 

The delec;a tions of Greece and Yurr,oslavia supported the 1wrk 
planned on price ru1d quantity measures in services. 

~1e delegate from Yugoslavia proposed that a broad approach 
be adopted to -v10rk on transport statistics and that the 
Conference should participate actively in this vJOrk, 

The delegation of the European Economic Community proposed 
that 1-10rk be undertaken on the harmonization of the terminology 
used in aGxicultural statistics, ru1d that account should be 
tal::en of the \"Jork done by the European Economic Community in 
this fielc1. 
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12.3.7.6. 
and 

12.3.7·7· 

Uork area 12.4.; 

12. ~ .• 1. 

12.~ .. 2. 

12.~ .• 3. 

12.~ .. ~ .. 1. 

The delec;ations af the United States and Yucoslnvia proposec1 
"Chat the 1·1ork on 6·:eneral onorc;y statistics should include 
consideration of consumption and off iciency and the use of an 
inp1.~t-output approach. 

The dol ega tions of Hunc;ary, Si·18den and the USSR expreooec.1 
support to iwrk on statistics of science and teclmoloc,y. 
The c1elecation of the European Economic Community sugc;ested, 
hov1over, that lov1er priority should be gi von to iJOrk in this 
field. 

:Uii'ferent vi0'1·1S 1vere expressed rec:arding the importance to be 
attached to 11ork on statistics of tourism. The c1elegation af 
Austria supported the 1·10rk plrumec1 on this topic. Hm·Jever, 
the delee;:a tion af the USSR i'Jas in favour of gi vine: it lo1;1er 
priority. 

The cl.elecation of the European Econon1ic Community suggested 
that lm1er priority be given to 1wrk on enterprise statistics 
and statistics on fixed capi tnl formation and stocks nnd 
related aspects of statistics of profits. 

Development and harmonization of social and demographic 
s-Gatj_stico ------
Support 'l'laS expressec1 for the Conference 1 s Cl.ecision to delete 
the project relatinc: to fertility surveys (Byelorussian SSR). 

Tho delec,ation of the United Gto;ces supporteo. the Conference's 
decision to focus its 'IWrk on the more modest and realistic 
r;oal of developing a frame'IJOrk for the interrration of social 
and democ;raphic statistics rather than a systmJ of social and 
domocraphic statistics. The delec:ation of Austria supported 
the 1wrk planned on social indicators. Hm·Jever~ the delee;ation 
of Yuc:oalavia dre1·1 attention to the difficulties involved in 
achievinc: international comparability in this field. 

The delecations of Czechoslovakia, thG USSR and the EEC 
omphasize<l the importance of the '\Jork planned on the 
harmonization of statistical nomenclatures in the field of 
socio..l and denographic statistics. 

Tho representative of the EEC emphasized the importance of the 
iJOrk on lJOlJula tion census and housing statistics, 

The dol ega tion of the EEC succ:estec1 that lo-v1er priority be 
e;:ivon to 110rk on mru1pOi·Jer statistics. The delec:ation of Greece 
pointed out thnt the Conference had postponed tllG meeting 
planned on this su1Jject so that account could be taken of the 
results of a meeting pl<:umed by the OECD? hm1ever, the OECD 
meeting had not been held. 
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Tho delec:a tion of Austria ouc;gesteO. that lm·1er priority be 
given to \·10rk on otatistics of educe,tion. 

The dolec:a tion of the EEC oucgestoc1 that lm1er priority be 
c;iven to liOrk on cultural otatistics. 

The doleca tion of Greece support eel the 11ork plannec1 on housinc: 
otatistics. 

12.1]..1]..6. The delec;ations of the Byelorusoian SSR~ German Democratic 
Republic~ UGSR anc1 the EEC sugceoted that lm·1er priority be 
c:i ven to \Wrk on statistico of crime and justice. 

12.4.5.1. Different viei'IS ·uere expressed regardinc: the importaJ.!.CO to be 
attached to 11ork on mic:ration statistics. The dolee;ation of 
the EEC oupported the i'10rk planned on thio topic. Hm·Jever, 
the delocation of the German Democratic Republic 1·1ao in favour 
of c;i v inc it l01·1 er priority. 

Hark area 12.~.: Development and harmonization of environmental and related 
.§_tatistics 

Tho delegation of Bulcaria expressed its strong interest in 
this uork area and sue;e;:ostec1 closer co-operation bet1·1een tho 
Cl'-1EA and the Conference of European Statisticians in this 
fielc1. 

Different vieiiS i·Jere expressed regardinc; the importance to be 
attached to iJOrk on regional statistics. The delegations of 
Austria ancl Greece supportecl the \Wrk planned on this topic. 
Ho\lever, the delegation of the USSR 1mo in favour of giving 
it loiJer priority. 

The clclocation of Greece succested that the 11orl:: planned on 
statistics of lru1d use be comlJined 1·1i th the uork on 
environmental statiotics. 

Committee on Electric Pm1er 

164. Delecations participatec1 in the diocussions on tho activities of the 
Committee on Electric Paller in the light of the Commi ttoe r s report on its 
thirty-sixth session (ECE/EP/27). They considered that the orientation of ito 
iJOrk enablec1 it to cope effectively vJi th the problems currently of most concern 
to ECE countries and i·lith the recommendations formulated in that reopect at the 
Commission 1 s thirty-second seosion. The Commi ttoe Is programme of i'IOrk for 
1977-198 2 1·1as approved. 

165. Suggestions 1·1ero made durinc the cliscusoion concerning the 110rk areas anc1 
projects to 11hich high priority should be given. The importance of the 
provisions of tho Final Act of the CSCE vias also mentioned. Some delegations 
also alluded to the oalient features of the position of the electric pmJer 
induotry in their countrieo. 
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166. Tho follouinc: activitieEJ of the Con11nittee \·Jere singled out as beinc of 
EJpocial interest ru1d use; 

Uorl:: area 06 .1. ; Hedium- and lonr.-term prospects 

l1edi'Lm1- and long-term prospeds for the electric pm·Jer inc1ustry 
in tho ECE recion (German Democratic llepublic~ Italy; 11 
Spain) 

Criteria for co-ordinating the dosio~ and plruu1ing of larc,e 
po11er systems in the light of interconnexion reguiremonts 
(Dulc;o,ria) 

Comparative analysis of methods used in forecastinG the demand 
for Elupply capacity anc1 electric povJer in rural areas 
(Yuc;oEJlavia) 

Optimum future structure of tho European transmisoion system 
(Bulearia; Turl;:cy) 

Co-operation 11i th the Senior Economic Ac1visers to ECE 
Gover~~ents on the Overall Economic Perspective for the 
EC~ rerr,ion up to 1990 (Spain) 

Investment policies in the electric pm1er industry (Turkey). 

Uork area 06.2.; Current developments 

Revie1·1 of the electric p01•Jer situation in the ECE region 
(Dulc:aria; Yuc;oslavia) 

E~~amination oi' opportunities for industrial co-operation in 
electric pm1er production (Yueoslavia) 

Selected statistical problems (Italy) 

Prep2.ration of a terminology sui ted to the noec'ls of the 
Con11ni ttee on Electric Pm~er (Bulgaria~ Spain~ CllEA). 

Uork area 06.3. ; Solectoc1 teclmolo,rrical and economic problems 

Problems relating to nuclear pm1er sta·[~ions ~ including breeder 
reactors (USSR) 

11 1:/henever in the follo11ing parac;raphs the cleleg2.tion of Italy is 
mentioned, it should be noted that it eJ~pressed the vie1·1s of the European 
Economic Community. 
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Selected problems of thermal pm·Jer stations (German Democratic 
Republic) 

Experience gained in the operation of units having a rated 
capacity of 200 11\'l or above at thermal pm·Jer stations 
(Czechoslov~cia; Germru1 Democratic Republic) 

Experience gained in the operation of units havine a rated 
capacity of 200 Ii1!l or above at nuclear TlOi"Jer stations 
(Czechoslovrucia~ German Democratic Republic) 

Problems concernins; the desic;n ~ production ru1d operation of 
high-capacity thermal pm~er units 1·1hich usc different tYl)OS 
of fuel 1 arc highly manoeuvrable ru1d can be used to cover the 
half-peruc of the load curve (Bulgaria; Byelorussian SSR; 
Czechoslovrucia 1 German Democratic Republic) 

Recommended methods for improving the availability of large 
units at thermal p01·1er stations (Czechoslovrucia; German 
Democratic Republic) 

Problems concerninrr, the desien~ OCJUipmen-G and operation of 
installations for the extraction and removal of ash on a dry 
basis at tho::cmal pm·Jer stations usine solid fuel 
(Czechoslovrucia; German Democratic Republic) 

~respects for the use of hydroelectric schemes in the light 
of the nelJ energy conditions and the problems arising therefrom 
(CzechoEJlovakia; Turkey) 

Economic problems involved in integrating larc:e-capaci ty pm-Jer 
stations, in particular nuclear pm·Jer stations, into electric 
pouer systems (Byelorussian SSR; Czechoslovru:ia) 

Selected problems of distribution of electric pm1er in rural 
areas (Haly; Turkey; Yugoslavia) 

Electric pm~er supplies for island regions and for areas that 
are isolated or far from the national p01·1er system of the 
country in question (Greece, Spain; Yugoslavia). 

vlork area 06.4.: Interconne:::don of electric pm·Jer trru1smissi on systems 

Economic criteria and methods for determining the choice of 
solutions to interconnexion problems (Bulgaria; German 
Democratic Republic) 

Questionnaire for the preparation of interconneJ:ion surveys 
and orc,anization of >wrk (Cl·iEA) 
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Economic anc1 teclmical problema involved in the interconnexion 
of tho electric povJer transmission systems of the Ball:an 
countries (Bulcaria; German Democratic Republici Greece; 
Romania~ Turkey; YugoslaviEl,) 

Consideration of possibilities for the development of transfers 
of electric pov1er in Central Europe (German Democratic Republic; 
Ro:nania) 

Economic and technical problems involved in the interconnexion 
of the electric pm~er transmission systems of the countries of 
Eastern ano. \"!estern Europe by means of very long high-vol tac:e 
transmission lines (Czechoslovakia; German Democratic Republic; 
Romania) 

Preparation of a map of high-voltage electric pm·Jer net>wrks 
(Yugoslavia). 

·uork area 06.5.: Problems of improvinp: efficien~ 

Rationaliza-tion of electricity use by consumers (Bulc:aria; 
Romania) 

Economic conditions and teclmological procedures for measures 
designed to save fuel in electric po1·1er and heat production; 
future prospects (Bulc:aria; Czechoslovakia; S1·1eden) 

Evaluation of the hydroelectric potential in Europe (Spain~ 
Turkey; USSR) 

Utilization of c,eothermal enerc:y for the production of electric 
pm·Jer and space heating (Spain; Turkey). 

Uork area 06.6.: Environmental problems 

L1.ternational comparison of standards concerned >d th methods 
of calcula tino: pollution levels, and ;-lith measuring ru1.d 
moni torinc pollution caused by electric p011er stations (SI·Jeden) 

Integration of electricity production~ transmission and 
distribution installations into the environment (Bulc;ariai 
Czechoslovakia; German Democratic Republic) 

Intotr.ration of nuclear pmver stations into the environment 
(Spain). 

167. Outsic1e the areas of the established 1-Jork progrrunme, the follo>·Jinc; topics 
1·1ere suggested by delec;ations; 



Use of lo1·1 calorie fuels for electric pm·Jer production (Turlcey) 

Analysis af the consumption of electric pouer in relation to economic 
c:rm1th (Italy) 

I:Iethods of evaluating looses in the proc1uction, transmisoion and distribution 
of electric povJer ( Gennan Democratic Republic) 

Comparative costs af the different methods of producinc: electric pm1er 
(Spain) 

Characteristics to be considered in feed\'Jater for plant producinc: otecu:: at 
pressures e::ceedino; 170 atm. in electric pm·Jer stations (USSR) 

The chemical treatment of 11ater and condensates in steam-producing plant 
in electric po,Jer stations (USSR) 

Honi toring systems for pollution by electric pm~er stations usino: fossil 
and nuclear fuels (USSR) 

Problems connectec1 I'Ji th the management of the operating rogimeo of· energy 
systems (Dyelorussian SSR~ USSR). 

tr 168. The delec:ation of Italy commented on the iWrk of the Oommi ttec on Electric 
Pm·Jer mentioned in the report on its thirty-sixth oession. It considered that 
the prorr,ramme of 1wrk approved as a i·Jhole by that Committee could be approved by 
tho Comm.iosion i·Ji th the comments made "by some delegations about certain projects 
1·1hich ~~ere difficult to deal ui th at the mul tila-Geral level ancl 1·1ould raise 
problemo. The delec:ation then dre>·J attention to the advantages 1·1hich the 
follm·Jing activities \'Jould have for the countries of the Community; 

Vlork more particularly concernecl vJi th an overall vim1 of the electric pm·Jer 
production and consumption situation in orc1er to enable the possibilities 
for industrial co-operation in that field to be consiclered~ 

Uork, particularly statistical, i·lhich v1ould enable the data used for 
evaluatinc: general energy-economy problems to be made uniform~ 

The study of the relationship bet1·1een 11general grm1th 11 and ::energy 
consumption 11 in the context of the medil.u:1-term anc1 long-term prospects 
of the electric po1·1er industry 7 

The development of international co-operation in the field of research~ 
electric pov1er stationo, electric pov1er clistribution, rural electrification, 
the use of nuclear po1-1er otations and environmental problems. 

169. The Turkish delegation sugo;ested that a project on the utilization of solar 
energy for the production of electric poi·Jer be included in the proc:rammo of 110rk 
of the Committee. 
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170. The delegation of the USSR dre1-1 attention to the usefulness of a rec:ular 
meeting of directors of institutes and organizations involved in research in the 
field of electric p011er. 

171. The representative of the C~~ secretariat emphasized the topical nature of 
1;Jork area OG.2.~- and dre1 .. 1 attention to the recommendation~ mentioned in 
paragraph 36 of document ECE/EP/27~ that the possibility of adding German, 
Italian and Spanish should be considered in the course of the 1wrk on the 
preparation of a terminolO[':Y suited to the neec1s of the Committee. The 
representative of Spain also suggested that other lanG:uages used in the region, 
especially Spanish, should be considered for inclusion, and said he 1·1as vJillinc: 
to collaborate on the Spanish part of the ·"\'lork. 

172. Many delegations recommended that the Committee should develop activities 
in the field of nuclear energy, solar enere:;y, geothermal energy and other ne1-1 
enerey sources, as sources for the production of electric pm·JOr. It '·Jas also 
recommended that the respective groups of e:cperts should be asked for a more 
detailec.1 for-mulation of the 1-1ork to lJe done. 

173. The Committee Is ilork area on problems of improving efficiency v1as the 
subject of favourable comment. 

174. Some delocations mentioned the importance they attached to the seminars 
scheduled in the Committee I s 1wrk programme on the combined production of 
electric poviGr and heat to be held at Hamburg (Federal Republic of Germany) in 
November 1970, on prospects for the use of hydroelectric schemes in the light 
of the ne11 energy conditions and the problems resulting therefrom in 1979 
(Greece), and on the extraction, removal and use of ash from coal-fired thermal 
pm·Jer stations in 1979 (Poland). 

175. The value and success of the Symposium held in Rome in October 1977 on 
Load-Curve Coverage in Future Electric PovJer Generating Systems '·las stressed 
on several occasions~ c:ra ti tude 1·ras e::-..'"Pressed to the Government of Italy for 
orcru1.izing this meetinc. 

176. The delegations of the Byolorussian SSR, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the 
German Democratic Republic, the USSR and CMEA expressed the view that the 
organization of all-European conferences on co-operation in the fields of 
environmental protection, the development of transport, and energy would mruce 
an important contribution to the development of international co-operation in 
the ECE re~:ion and i'lOuld be in conformity 1·ri th the provisions of the Final Act 
of the CSCE. They considered that such a conference 1·1ould be particularly usGful 
for tho Committee on Electric Pm·1er. 

177. Delogationo expreosec1 their satisfaction i·li th the co-operation bet1·1een 
the Committee on Electric Pm1er and the Il'..EA in the field of electric pouer of 
nuclear oric;in, and betv1een the Committee on Electric Pm-1er and CNIDA on 
terminolog"Y, and 1-1i th the QUestionnaires for the preparation of interconnexion 
studies. 
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170. The discussion of the work of the Committee on Gas took place on the basis of 
the report of the· twenty-fourth session of the Committee on Gas (ECE/GAS/38). 

179. During the debates on the vrork of the Committee, delegations dreiv attention to 
the important contribution of gas in meeting energy requirements in the EC~ region. 
Exchanges of information and experience in the fields of the exploration, extraction 
and preparation of natural gas, as well as on the questions relating to its 
transportation, distribution and uses in various sectors of consumption, were 
appreciated. Favourable comments uere also made on the statistical ivork carried 
out, the iwrk on investments in the gas industry, and the ivork relatinrr to the 
evolution of the gas industry. In general, the vmrk of the Committee vras 
considered interesting, useful, thorough and constructive. The delegations 
supported the vrork and activities of the Committee on Gas. The delegation of 
the Netherlands Q/ stated that the uork of the Committee covered a Hic1e variety of 
problems in relation to gas. In connexion i·ri th the exchange of information, he 
added that some of the information in the field of technolOGY vras in the hands of 
those vrho developed it, i.e. mostly private enterprises. The representative of 
the United States recognized the potential contribution of gas to meet future 
energy requirements in his country and in the ECE region. The delegation of 
the German Democratic Republic ac1ded that the work of the Committee on Gas, and 
contacts established through that Committee, helped to promote bilateral and 
nmltilateral co-operation in the field of the gas industry. The delegations 
approved the programme of work of the Committee for 1978-190 2. 

180. The delegation of Bulgaria stressed the positive implications, which the 
convening of a high-level meeting on energy problems, as proposed by the USSR, may 
have on the future development of regional co-operation in the gas industry as vmll. 

181. The follovrinrr specific comments ivere made on the Committee 1 s programme of vmrk. 

l1lork area 07 .1.: Jlfedium and lon,Q'-term prospects 

07.1.2. The delegation of Czechoslovalda recalled the important i'lOrl~ 
achieved regarding the natural gas project from Orenburg in 
the USSR to the i·mstern border of the USSR, through 
Czechoslovakia, toi·Tards east ano. west European importer 
countries. The delegation of the Netherlands said the.t large­
scale import/export projects often involved private enterprises, 
i·rhich rendered the exchange of information more difficult. The 
United States representative said that increased iwrld trade in 
pipeline natural GaS and LNG could reduce pressure on scarce 
i·rorld oil resourcGs, and expand the use of a relativGly 
under-devGloped and under-utilizGd premium energy resource. The 
delerration of Romania eJcpressed interest in this project and 
the delegation of Turkey expressed interest in the transport of 
gas from lliddle-eastern sources to Europe. 

Q/ \.~Thenever in the follm·ring paragraphs the delegation of the Netherlano.s is 
mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed the viei"TS of the European Economic 
Community. 
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07 .1.3. The delegations of the Netherlands and the USSR commented 
favourably upon the continued co-operation betvreen the tvm 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies in conne:don vri th this project. 

i'Jork area 07. 2.: Current developments and prospects, includin,cr trade 

07. 2.1. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and Yugoslavia praised 
the i·mrk done under this continuing project. 

07. 2. 2. The deleGations of Romania and Yugoslavia expressed interest in 
this project. 

i·lork a:i:'ea 07. ?. : Selected economic and technolo;dcal problems 

In connexion with this vmrk area, the delegation of the 
Netherlands said that a number of interestinG projects provided 
useful information for all Governments. Other projects, hovrever, 
seemecl to have a more limited usefulness as they did not take 
the position of private industries into account. 

The delegations of Bulgaria, Romania and the USSR expressed 
interest in this project. The dele;gation of Hungary drei·T 
attention to LFG surplus availabilities in the future, i·Thich 
might necessi to,te finding premium markets so as to make the 
best use of them, The representative of Turkey stressed the 
importance of LPG for his country as i·rell as for many other 
countries, especially those vli thout a natural gas industry. 
He suggested that the use of LPG, together ui th other non­
conventional energy forms, such as solar energy and bio-gas, 
might be given due consideration. In connexion uith the study 
on the use of gas for electricity generation in thermal povrer 
plants, the representative of S1veden suggested the inclusion in 
that study of such use in thermal pmver plants for the combined 
generation of electricity and heat ivhich had high thermo 
efficiencies. The delegation of Hungary otressed the importance 
of the study undertalcen. 

The delegation of the United States referred to the Seminar and 
Study Tour on LNG Peale Shaving, due to be held from 
5 to 9 11arch 1979 in VIashington D.C. (United States). He added 
that the neuly-created United States Department of Energy looked 
forward to providing a positive contril:mtion to the ivork of 
the Committee on Gc-,o. 

The delegate of Hungary confirmed his Government's agreement to 
carry out the uork involved in revising the Hap of European Gas 
Transmission Netvrorl:s. 

The delegation of the Netherlands thought thnt this project did 
not seem to lJe of interest to cell countries of the region. 
and, therefore, ·he questionecl 1·rhether it should have priority. 
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The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and 
Romania expressed their interest in the 1;rorl: being done under 
this project. 

The delegation of the USSR considered this project very 
interesting. 

The delegation of the Netherlands observed that some of the 
projects mentioned in the 11 Nethod of Uork11 seemed to duplicate 
the i'Tork undertaken in connexion i'Ti th other lJroje cts. The 
delegation of Cze chosloveJ.cia \relcomed the second lieeting of 
Directors of RGsearch Institutes or Centres of the Gas Industry • 

07.3.9.1. The delegation of the USSR expressed interest in this project. 

07.3·9·3· The delegations of Bulgaria and the Netherlands considered this 
project of great interest. 

07 .3.10. The .delegations of the Germc:.n Democratic Republic, Romania, 
Svreden and Yugoslavia expressed interest in this project and 
suggested a closer co-operation vri th the Coal Committee. 

07 .3.11. The delegation of the lTCJtherlands se,id that there \·ras uncertaint;y 
c:.bout this project end its outcome required clarification. 

07 .3.12. The delegations of Bulgaria and the German Democratic Repub;I.ic 
dre\·r attention to the usefulness of the vrork carried out, and. 
appreciated the co-operation of the International Gas Union. 

vlork area 07.4. ~ Environmental problems 

The delegation of the Netherlands vras pleased ui th the 
conclusions of the Symposium on the Gas Industry and Environment 
held in Ninsk. Ho-vrever, he added that he had some doubts about 
the availability of expertise on the further elaboration of 
certain points taken up at the Symposium. This vras due to the 
fact that some of the relevant research vrork i•ras carried out by 
private enterprise. 

v.Jorl: area 07.5. ~ Efficiency and conservation 

07.5.1. The delegation of the Netherlands thought that the \-rork in 
connexion with this project i'ras of the greatest importance for 
the future of the EC~ region, as long as substantial subjects 
irere selected for study. He suggested that great care be 
taken in this respect. The delegation of the USSR expressed 
interest in this project. 

07.5.2. The delegations of Bulgaria and the USSR eJ..""Pressed interest in 
this project. The delegation of the Netherlands said that many 
of the subjects to be studied involved private industries and 
1mulcl thus render difficult the exchange of information. 
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Uorl;: ccrea 07.6.: Statistics and information 

07.6 .1.) 
07.6.2.) 

07.6.3. 

The delegation of the USSR expressed interest in these projects. 

The representative of S\mden thought it very useful to eJwhange 
information on the investments in the gas industry and their 
financing possibilities. In connexion vri th the 11 l1ethod of '\'lorl;:11 , 

the representatives of the Byelorussie.n SSR and of the USSR 
SUGgested that further work be done in this connexion by the 
Group of Experts on Gas Statistics and Forecasting Problems. 

10 2. Delegations expressed their appreciation of the Symposium on the Gas Industry 
ccnd Environment~ held in I·linsk (Byelorussian SSR) and the Study Tour on Natural Ge.s 
Transmission Pipelines held in Finland in June 1977. The delegations thanked the 
Government of France for the Symposium about the Ge.s Situation in the ECE Region 
nrouncl the year 1990, to be held in October 1978 in Evian. 

10 3. The delegation of Poland informed the Committee of its proposal to set up an 
11 International Co-ordination Centre on Coal Gasification and Liquefaction••. The 
Committee on Gas 'vas expected to plo.y an appropriate role in this connexion. The 
International Gas Union should also be called upon to co-opornte in this 
unc1ertnl.dng, 

104. The deleg2..tions of Bulgaria, Czechoslovaldn and the Byelorussie.n SSR thought 
th1:1.t the vrork of the Committee on Gas as a vrhole, and especially the outcome of 
the S;ymposium on the Gas Industry and Environment, vrhich 1·ras to be follov;ed up by 
an ad hoc meeting~ vmuld constitute a contribution to all-European congresses on 
the question of co-operation in the field of the protection of the environment, 
development of transport and energy, as proposed by the USSR. 

185. Hegarding ne\·r forms of co-operation or nevl project proposals, the delerration 
of Rome.nia suGgested the exchange of scientists and technicians and multinational 
c.,greements to finance natural gas exploration, '·rhich could be considered as 
consistent vri th the Final Act of the CSCE. 

106, The delegation of the German Democratic Republic suggested that due attention 
be paid to the problems of the optimization of trensi t lines for long-disto.nce gas 
transport. 

187. 'l1he deleGation of the USSR suggested thnt study tours be held immediately 
follouing Committee plenary sessions, and that such study tours be planned by the 
Committee for several years aheG.d. 

100. Tlle delegation of Hungary stated that, on the occasion of the tuenty-fifth 
session of the Committee, his Government~ to mark the Jubilee Year of the Committee~ 
\'TOUld prepare a report reflecting the achievements of the Hungarian gas in.clustry 
durinc; the past t'·renty-fi ve years and also the usefulness of international 
co-oper2.tion and the role played by the Committee in this respect. 
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189. The delegation of Yugoslavie. pointed out that the programme of the Committee 
did not reflect, in an adequate manner, the special interest of the member countries 
of the ECE ,.,hich vrere developing from an economic point of vie1·1 and, referring to 
paragraph 10 of document E/ECE/932~ expressed the uish that the secret2..riat should 
continue to be entrusted '·rith contacting these member countries vrith a vie1v to 
identifying the problems concerning their gas industries relevant to the Committee's 
-vrork. The delegation of Turkey suggested that the ConllUi ttee should include in the 
programme of 1vork studies on biogas. 

Committee on Housing"? Buildiner and Planning 

190. Delegations taking part in the discussion expressed general satisfaction 1-ri th 
the activities ce.rried out by the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning, as 
reflected in the report of its thirty-eighth session (ECE/ImP/22). They also 
Helcomed the de cis ions and recommendations adopted lly the General Assembly 
(resolution 32/162) concerning institutional arre11gements for international 
collaboration in the field of human settlements. The measures already tal~en by 
the EC'E Committee on Housing, Building and Plonning to streamline its structure, 
programme and u1ethods of 1·rork to be better adapted both to serve the interests and 
concerns of ECE member countries and at the same "time contribute effectively to 
global United Nations efforts in the field of human settlements Here commended and 
enclorsecl. 

191. It Has also felt that the outcome of the first session of the Commission on 
Human Settlements (Neu York, 3-7 April 1978), as reported on by its Chairman, 
Ambassador G. Svenson (Svreden), vras satisfe.ctory and should be follovred up by the 
ECE 1 in particul8.r 1'li th regard to the recommendations on 11 regional arrangemonts 11 • 

It Has noted that the Committee intended to put for~tarcl recommendations to the 
thirty-fourth session of the EC'E on action 1·rhich might be needed "uy the ECE to 
fully respond to the recommendations adopted at the United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements 1 held in Vancouver (Canada.) in 1976, tnking into account, 
inter alia, the relevant decisions of the General Assembly and of the ECE. 

192. Delegations endorsed the Committee 1 s prorrramme of 1mrk as uell as the methocls 
applied in its implementation. In particular, delegations stressed the usefulness 
of carefully prepared issue-oriented seminars, studies jointly prepared by 
rapporteurs from countries 1vi th different socio-economic systems and study tours 
held in conjunction -vrith the Committee's 8l1IlUal sessions. The decisions tal::en by 
the Committee at its thirty-eighth session vri th a vimr to reinforcing the authority 
of thG Committee, to aligning the periodicity of the sessions of the Committee's 
\lorl::ing Parties vri tl1 that of the Committee and to applying a stricter discipline 
in the initiation and approval of neH projects vrere uelcomed. It 1·ras generally 
felt that, as agreed by the Committee, the programme of vrork should not be further 
eXIJanded and that the number of intergovernmental meetings held under the 
Committee's auspices should not exceed 15 per year. Some delegations advocated 
a pruning of the programme so as to achieve further improvement in the quality of 
the end products. Svri tzerland reiterated its invitation to all the member countries 
to a otudy tour vrhich vrould take place in Svri tzerlro1d in conjunction Hi th the 
thirty-ninth session of the Committee in September 1978. The study tour uould cover 
2.spects of building teclmoloQ'y, neu housing developments an.d rehabili t2.tion. It 
1vould also demonstrate integrated settlements planning, l<md-use and housing 
policies. 
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193. Delegations strongly endorsed the increased attention being paid by the 
Committee to comprehensive and integrated policies and strategies in the field of 
human settlements. The Seminar on the Impact of Energy Considerations on the 
PlruLning and Development of Human Settlements, held in Ottawa (Canada) in 
October 1977 1 Has referred to o.s a good example of hm·r the Committee could 
successfully assist countries in providing concrete guidance for the development 
of policies in an area of key concern to ECE Governments. The recommendations of 
the Seminar should be follm·red up 1-li thin the Committee and its subsidiary bodies, 
so that relevant questions could be studied in more depth. Several delegations 
stated that the recommende.tions adopted at the Ottmra seminar had alreacly been 
usee::. as e. basis for national legislation. 

194. Favourable comments 1·rere also made on the progress made in the preparation 
for the Seminar on Lnnd-Use Policies, to be held in Stockholm (SHeden) in 
June 1978. 

195. As to the Committee's activities related to socio-economic aspects of 
housinrr, c.lelegations expressed their great satisfaction 1·rith the Seminar on 
Housinrr Policies, held in Turl~u (Finland) in July 1977. The progress made by the 
\rlorking Party on Housing in further stuclying the methodology of forecasting housing 
needs nnd of prog·ramminrr housing construction 1·ras also commended. 

196. Delogo:tions expressed their support of the extensive proGramme on the 
harmonization of the technical content of buildinrr regulations and the promotion 
of international strndardization in the building field pursued by the \·forl:ing Party 
on tlle Building Industry. The excellent and productive Hark relationships 
eskblished vri th the ISO and' ui th a large number of other non-governmental 
international organizations in the field of building regulations, research and 
st211dardization uere uelcomecl. Delegations also commented fa.vourably on the 
outcome of the Seminar on Building Research Policies, held at Gavle (Sueden), in 
lby 1977 and stated that they looked forvard to the Seminar on Hochanization in 
the JJuilclinG Industry, to r)e hold in Harsavr (Poland) in 1979. 

197. The emphasis laid by the Harking Party on Urban and Regional Pla.Il!l.ing and 
Development on guali ty of life aspects of urban renevral, on the role of 
transportation in urban planning, development and environment, and on integrated 
pllysice.l, socio-economic and environmental planning vias fully endorsed. It 1vas 
noted ui th satisfaction that lTorvray >muld be hosting a. seminar in June 1979 on 
integro.ted physical, economic and social planning under the joint sponsorship of 
the Committee and the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems. 

190. Delerrations expressed their deep appreciation and gratitude to the Governments 
of Canada~ Czechoslovalda, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, 
Hunc-ary, Sueclen and YuGoslavia vrhich had hosted seminars, expert meetings and 
study tours in the period under revie>·r. The delegation of the Federal Republic of 
Gerr.Jany announced that its Government 1vould be pleased to orcranize a study tour 
in conjunction i"li th the Committee 1 s forty-first session, in 1980. The delegation 
of Yugoslavia announced that consultations vrere noH in the final phase regardinG 
the possibility of hostinG a seminar on 6i tizen participation in settlement 
management to be held in Yugoslavia in 1980. 
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199. The delegation of Turkey reiterated its statement made at the thirty-second 
session of the Commission that the Comrili ttee should mal;:e appropriate adjustments 
in its future programme of -vrork in order to give a more balanced emphasis to the 
problems and interest of the .member countries of ECE vlhich Here developing from 
the economic point of vievr. 

200. The follo-vring comments ivere .made by delegations \vi th regard to the various 
projects contained in the Committee 1 s programme of 1-rork (ECE/HBP/22, annex I): 

Hork area CO .1. ~ Long-term perspectives and policies in human settlements 

CG .1.1. 

C8.1.2. 

C8 .1.4. 

C8.1.5. 

C8.1.6. 

The delegation of France 2/ expressed its support for all 
projects in this 1-rork area. 

The delegations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian SSR, Finland, 
France, the German Democratic Republic, Norivay, the USSR, e11d 
the United States expressed their special interest in this 
project. 

The delegation of France stressed the importance of implementing 
this project along the lines of Commission decision G (XJUCII). 

The delegations of Finland, France, Hungary, Turkey, the 
United States and Yugoslavia SU:J?ported this project. 

The delegation of Portugal expressed interest in this project. 

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, Canada, Finland, the 
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Hor;·my, Sui tzerland, 
Turkey, the USSR and the United States sup1)orted continued 1-rork 
on this project by the Committee, as well as its subsidiaJ.:y 
bodies. 

Vlork area C8. 2.: Integrated human settlements planning- and development 

C8.2.2. 

The delegation of France expressed its support for all projects 
in this 1rork area. 

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR expressed 
support for this project. The delegation of Turl~ey indicated 
its particular interest in sub-project CX3.2.l.l., while the 
delegations of Bulgaria, France and the German Democratic 
Republic emphasized the priority of sub-project C8.2.2.2. 

2/ Uhenever in the folloHing paragraphs the delegation of France is mentioned, 
it should be noted that it expressed the vie-vrs of the European Economic Community. 
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08.2.3. The delegations of France, the German Democratic Republic and 
the United States expressed special interest in 
sub-project 08.2.3.1.; the delegations of Finland, the German 
Democratic Republic, Norway, Portugal, Switzerland, Turkey and 
the United States, expressed their support for 
sub-project 08.2.3.2. 

08.2.4. The delegations of France, Turkey and the Ukrainian SSR, 
expressed their support for sub-project 03.2.4.1. 

08.2.5. The delegations of Turkey and Yugoslavia stressed the importance 
of continued work on this project. The delegations of Bulgaria 
and the USSR proposed that the name of the project should be 
changed to indicate that it would deal with human settlements 
problems in areas with mild climate. 

03.2.6. The delegations of Canada, Finland, France, Hungary, No~qay, 
Turkey and the United States expressed their support for this 
project, the delegation of France with the reservation that 
the preliminary report on this project should be revised with 
regard to the references made to the Final Act of the CSCE and 
the report of the HABITAT Conference. The same delegation also 
expressed the view that the provisions of this report related 
to the importance of urban factors and international co-operation 
in the field of habitat should be covered in more detail. 

03. 2. 7. The delegations of Finland, France, Norway, the Ukrainian SSR 
and the USSR supported this project, the delegation of France 
with the reservation that measures should be talcen to avoid 
overlap with project 08. 2.8. 

03.2.8. The delegation of Yugoslavia supported this project. 

03.2.9. The delegation of the United States supported this project. 

\'Jork area 08 .3.: Socio-economic problems and policies in housing 

The delegation of Switzerland expressed its support for all 
projects in this work area. 

The delegation of Portugal expressed its interest in this 
project. 

The delegations of Portugal and the USSR expressed their interest 
in this project. 

The delegation of Portugal supported this project. 

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic, Norway, 
Portugal, the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR, supported this project. 
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Work area 08.4.: Problems and policies in building materials and construction 

The delegations of the Ukrainian SSR and the USSR expressed 
their support to all projects in this work area. 

03.4.2. The delegation of the Byelorussian SSR suggested this project 
be expanded to include harmful effects of construction on-the 
environment and also a study of energy used in the production 
of building materials. 

C8.4.3, The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic 1 

the Byelorussian SSR and the USSR 1 supported this project. 

08,4.4. The delegations of Finland~ the German Democratic Republic~ 
Portugal and Switzerland~ supported this project. 

C8 .4. 5. The delegation of Switzerland supported this project. 

Work area 03 .I). g Promotion of international trade in building products and 
know-how 

The delegations of Bulgaria, Finland, France, Hungary and the 
USSR expressed their support for all projects in this work area. 
The delegation of Hungary proposed to concentrate on guestions 
relating to structural safety, fire protection and approval of 
building products, 

08.5.2. The delegation of Switzerland stressed the importance of this 
project. 

08.5.3. The delegation of the USSR expressed its support for this 
project. 

08.5.4. The delegations of the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, 
Portugal, Switzerland and the USSR stressed the importance of 
this project. 

03.5.5. The delegations of France and the USSR stressed the importance 
of this project. 

CB.5.6. The delegations of France, Hungary and Switzerland stressed the 
importance of this project. 

vJork area C8 .6. g Statistics and information 

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and 
Switzerland expressed their full support of both projects in 
this i-mrk area. 
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Inland Transport Committee 

201. The Sessional Committee had before it for consideration of this agenda item 
the report of the Inland Transport Committee on its thirty-seventh session 
(ECE/TRANS/28). During the discussion of the report and the activities of the 
Committee and its subsidiary bodies during the past year~ delegations expressed 
their general satisfaction and appreciation for the work which had been 
accomplished, and endorsed the programme of work~ which reflected the extensive 
international co-operation within the ECE region in the field of transport~ of 
which the importance had been recognized in the Final Act of the CSCE. It vras 
noted that the broad competence of the regional commissions in the field of 
transport had been acknowledged by the Economic and Social Council in its 
resolution 2098 (LXIII) 1vhich provided for a strengthening of their inland 
transport programmes through a decentralization of activities to the regional level. 

· 202. The delegation of the United Kingdom 10/ expressed satisfaction 1vi th the 
improved layout of the programme of work, and hoped that actual progress might 
eventually be measured against the work completion estimates contained therein. 
Several delegations referred to the large number of international agreements and 
resolutions which had been elaborated under the Committee 1 s auspices, and described 
recent developments Hithin their countries with respect to ratification and 
acceptance of certain such instruments. Other delegations commented on general 
transport developments in their countries. 

203. Delegations stressed the value of exchanges of information on general trends 
with regard to transport development and transport policy, and expressed 
satisfaction vTi th the results of the ad hoc meeting to review such trends and with 
the Committee's decisions with respect to further 1mrk in the areas of modal s.plit 
and infrastructure investment criteria. Noting that there was a practical as well 
as a theoretical side to vrork being undertaken in the field of infrastructure, many 
delegations stressed the importance which their Governments placed on the various 
concrete infrastructure projects contained in the programme of work such as the 
Trans-European North-South Motorway (TEM), the study of the Danube-Oder (Elbe) 
waterway linlc as 1;-.rell as the Danube-Aegean Sea connexion, the study of the 
development of an international road network in South-Eastern Europe and the study 
of the infrastructural requirements of long distance rail transport to the 
Middle East. Concerning the TEN project, the delegation of Turkey, recalling the 
importance of the continental link between Europe and the Middle East via Turkey, 
mentioned the positive effects to be expected from this project on the road 
infrastructures of the concerned regions. The delegation of Austria stressed the 
need to study the creation of an all-European inland waterway concept under which 
traffic rights on the inland vraterways vrould be granted by a net1mrk of bilateral 
a&reements all of them based on the principle of reciprocal advantages and the 
sharing of benefits. Support 1;·las expressed for the secretariat study on east-west 
European goods traffic flows 1·1hich was intended to investigate the adequacy of the 
transport infrastructure to accommodate future east-west goods traffic flows. The 
delegation of Romania suggested that this study be enlarged to include all major 
traffic flows bet1·1een European countries. 

10/ \'Jhenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of the United Kingdom 
is mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed the vievrs of the European 
Economic Community. 
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204. With respect to urban transport, several delegations endorsed the view of the 
Committee affirming its competence in the field and calling for close collaboration 
with the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning on aspects of joint interest~ 
but >·rith the lending role in respect of transport matters remaining 1·lith the 
Inland Transport Committee. The delegation of the United Ilingdom suggested that 
the Committee~ before deciding upon further 1·rork in this field, be guided by replies 
to the questionnaire on transport developments, vrhich l·rould contain additional 
items on urban transport. 

205. The delegations of Bulgaria, Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovalcia, German Democre.tic 
Republic, Hungary, Poland and Romania supported the proposal of the USSR to hold an 
all-European congress on questions of co-operation in the field of the development 
of transport~ expressing the hope that an appropriate high level meeting might soon 
be convened. The delegation of Yugoslavia expressed support for any initiative 
designed to promote and develop co-operation in the field of transport. 

206. The delegation of the United Ilingdom hoped that the Committee vmuld be able to 
approve at its special session in July the draft protocols providing for nevr units 
of account to replace the gold franc in ECE liability conventions and stressed the 
urgency of taking action in 1970 • 

207. Many delegations referred to the growing importance of combined transport in 
the ECE region, and noted in particular the Committee 1 s suggestion to change the 
name of the Group dealing with this subject to reflect its broad responsibilities 
which included, in addition to containers, piggyback and other forms of combined 
transport. Continued co-operation vrith UNCT.AD in this field i•ras stressed by the 
delegation of the USSR. 

208. Delegations also referred to the importance of vrork being undertaken on the 
simplification and harmonization of administrative formalities and Customs 
procedures, noting that this i·ras an area in vrhich special efforts were required e.s 
progress was difficult in vievr of the complexities of the problems and the v1ide 
range of interests involved. Several delegations welcomed the study undervray 
regarding the possibilities of extending the territorial application of the TIR 
system, and this was vievred by some delegations as an area for effective 
interregional co-operation. Interest was also expressed in work involving aspects 
of traffic between Europe and the Middle East which e.lso offered possibilities for 
such interregional co-operation. 

209. Concern over problems related to transit traffic was expressed by many 
delegations~ 1·rho >·relcomeo. the Committee's decision to entrust to a task force the 
study of the use of road infrastructure for international transport, including the 
question of the optimization of the use of infrastructure for transit traffic, 
inter alia through the use of authorized routes and the levying of taxes and dues. 
The delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that his country ivould 
participate in the >vork of the task force. 

210. The delegations of Greece, Romania and Turkey referred to problems of special 
interest to member countries of the ECE i·rhich ivere developing from the economic 
point of vievr. They regretted that the Committee had not included more specific 
proposals in this area of its programme of >vork. In this respect the delegation 
of Turkey suggested that a study should be formally undertalcen on the measures to 
promote an efficient system of transport and satisfactory infrastructure. The 
delegation of Romania referred in this connexion to, for example, the ere at ion of 
more favourable conditions for import/export transport; the granting of concessions 
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regnrding transport authorizations; the granting of special exemptions from taxes 
and tariffs; and the possibility of granting technical assistance for the 
development of transport systems. The delegation of the Netherlands favoured 
giving more concrete substance to this project at the next session of the Committee. 

211. The delegation of Greece noted with satisfaction the Committee's decision to 
study the co-ordination of activities among international organizations in the 
field of transport. 

212. The follovling comments on specific projects of the programme of >vork of the 
Inland Transport Committee were made: 

\lark area 09.1.: Medium- and lon,z-term perspectives 

09.1.1. Several delegations (Austria; Bulgaria; Byelo~~ssian SSR; Greece; 
Hungary; Romania; Spain; Switzerland; Turkey; United Kingdom; 
United States; USSR) expressed themselves in favour of the 
continuation of the consideration of questions in the field of 
general transport development trends and transport policy. The 
representatives of Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, Spain, Switzerland 
and Yugoslavia emphasized their interest in questions of the 
modal split. The representative of Austria suggested that the 
question of price policies and the problems of participation in 
transport on the basis of equal reciprocal advantages should be 
studied as well. The deleg-ations of Italy, Spain and the 
United Kingdom expressed their support for the studies to be 
undertcl•en on infrastructure investment criteria. 

09.l.l.(f) The delegations of Greece, Italy, Romania, Spain, S>vitzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom stressed the importance of 
considering the question of the use of infrastructure for 
international transit traffic. The delegation of Greece 
suggested the inclusion in this project of the financing of 
infrastructure projects of interest to international traffic. 
The importance of tclcing into account contributions which the 
railways and combined transport could mclce in finding acceptable 
solutions for road traffic Vlas noted in this context. 

09.1.2. The delegation of the USSR stressed the importance of co-operation 
vrith the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments in the 
Overall Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990, as the results 
would be basic in order to determine the role of transport in the 
frame of the overall economic development in the region. 

\:lork area 09. 2.: Transport infrastructure and operations 

09. 2 .1. (b) (c) 

The United Kingdom delegation supported the work being undertclcen 
in the field of infrastructure in connexion with European 
motor>-rays, railways and inland watervrays. 

The delegations of Austria, Bulgaria and the USSR expressed their 
interest in this project. 

Particular interest >vas expressed by the delegation of Austria 
for these project components. 
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The delegations of Greece and Yugoslavia noted "~:Ti th satisfaction 
that the study 1vi th regard to the Danube-Morava/Axios connexion 
has been included in the programme of vmrlc. 

A number of delegations (Byelorussian SSRi Italy; S1"1i tzerland i 
USSR; United Kingdom; United States) welcomed the vie1·1s of the 
Inland Transport Committee vTi th regard to close co-operation 1·ri th 
the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning in connexion ivi th 
questions of urban transport in the context of urban planning. 

Support was expressed by the delegations of Austria, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia for the 
implementation of the Trans-European North-South Hotor~my project. 

The importance of developing· interregional road linl<s was stressed 
by the delegations of Greece, Netherlands, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 
The delegation of Turkey stressed the importance of strengthening 
the transport facilities betueen Europe and the Niddle East and 
mentioned the necessity of horizontal co-operation bet1veen regions 
concerned vri th the development of road infrastructure. The 
delegation of Yugoslavia pointed out that work in this field 
should not be limited to road transport but should tru~ into 
account the possibilities of other modes of transport. 

The delegations of the German Democratic Republic, Romania ru1d 
Yugoslavia attached special importance to the introduction of 
automatic coupling in rail transport and, as a preparatory step, 
the conclusion of an agreement on the subject betvreen Governments. 
The delegations of France, Netherlands and the United Kingdom 
expressed the view that the introduction of automatic coupling 
had to be deferred, because resources 1·1ere not available and 
would not be in the near future. The United Kingdom stated that 
there vras therefore no need for prolonged intergovernmental 
discussions on the subject. 

vlork area 09.3.: Facilitation of international transport 

The delegation of Greece eA~ressed its particular interest in 
this project and reaffirmed its position in favour of the 
liberalization of international road transport of passengers and 
goods. 

The delegations of Austria, the USSR and Yugoslavia stressed the 
importance of the ongoing vmrk in the field of the transport of 
dangerous goods. The delegations of Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom expressed their interest in the harmonization of 
rules concerning the carriage of dangerous goods ·by inland 
wa te rvrays • 

The delegations of Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Turkey, 
United Kingdom and Yugoslavia supported the initiatives being 
taken in the matter of simplification of frontier crossing 
formalities. 
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09.3.6. (a) 

The delegation of Austria expressed its interest in the 
implementation by all member States of the 1968 Conventions on 
Road Signs and Signals. The delegations of Greece, Netherlands~ 
Turkey and the United Kingdom expressed their interest in the 
study of the possible extension of the TIR Convention to other 
regions. The delegation of the United Kingdom stressed the 
urgency of approving the draft protocols to the Cl1R, CVR, CLN and 
CVN Conventions providing for nevr units of account to replace the 
gold franc. 

The delegations of Greece, the USSR and Yugoslavia expressed their 
particular interest and supported the 1mrk carried out with a viev·l 
to promoting combined transport and the study of requirements for 
multimodal transport equipment. The delegation of the 
United States pointed out that it considered an international 
convention on container standards neither necessary nor practicable 
and that the vmrl~ on container standards should be carried forvrard 
by ISO. 

The delegations of Bulgaria and the USSR attached great importance 
to consideration of this project. 

The delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
United Kingdom supported the ongoing vmrk vri th regard to the 
technical reg_uirements for inland watervray vessels. The 
delegation of the ussn expressed special interest in this question. 
The delegation of Hungary expressed its vievr that vmrk on the 
subject should be continued despite certain problems >·rhich had 
arisen ili th regard to the application of the recommendations 
annexed to resolution No. 17. 

The delegations of Hungary, the United Kingdom and the 
United States supported the continuing v·mrk on the development of 
standards for motor vehicle eg_uipment and parts. The delegations 
of Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany favoured 
intensification of the vmrk on the limitation of noise and with 
regard to the emission of gaseous pollutants by the engine. 

The delegations of Greece, Netherlands~ Romania and Turkey 
expressed their concern vri th 'regard to the consideration of 
problems of special interest to member countries of ECE which 
vrere developing from the economic point 6f viei·T, and felt that in 
this respect more concrete action should be included in the 
Committee 1 s programme of vmrk. 

\!fork area~.: Transport safety 

09.4.2. The delegation of the USSR attached great importance to this 
project and in particular to the revision of CEVNI to which 
priority should lJe given. The delegation of the United Y.ingdom 
supported uork on the harmonization of navigation rules in inland 
vla teri'Tays. 

09.4.4. The delegations of Austria, Hungary and the USSR supported Hork 
on this project. 
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09. 4. 7. The deleoation of the netherlands atto..ched particular importance 
to intensified co-operation 1ri th other recions. 

\Jorl: area 09. 5.: Environmental and resource savinn: asj:Jecto 

09. 5 .1. The delegation of Austria fully supported this project. 

The delegation of Greece expressed :!_)e.rticular interest in and 
support for tho 8.ctivi ties aimecl at increased econom;y and 
efficiency in energy consumption in transport. 

Hark arec.. 09.6. ~ Statistics and inform~ 

09.6.1. The delegation of Greece expressed its opunon tho..t stc.tistics on 
origin and destination of transport flovm botueen countries should 
!Je included in the statisticc,l de.ta to be collected. 

The deleGation of .Austria suppo1·tecl the publication of maps of 
inle.ncl vmter~mys used in internctional traffic. 

Senior Advisers to EGG Governments on Environmental Pro!Jl_~ 

213. For the consideration of this item, tho Sessional Committee hc.cl before it the 
report of the siJ~th session of the Senior P.clvisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems (EC'D:/EIW/19). DeleGations generally felt that~ after five 
years of sust2.ined '1-rorl;:, the Senior Ldvisers hnd become o. voll estal)liohed body vrith 
a balanced programme reflectinG the main environmental concerns of EG.8 Governments. 
It Has noted, ho'\'Tever~ that effective international co-operation for the protection 
of the environment did not as yet raoet the challenGe. In the interventions, 
reference i-Tao frequently made to the Consul k.ti ve BeetinG of the Gonio:r Ad viserr;, 
'I·Thich had been held in September 1977, on the invitation of the EJ:ecutive 8ocreto.ry, 
to examine a set of topics i·Thich miGht be appropriate for consideration nt o. hiGh­
level meeting ivithin the frame'l'rork of the ECE on the protection of the environment. 
'l'he related report to the Commission in doctmen-b E/EW/936 UD.s describecl as a 
thorough and useful ano..lysis of priol'i t;y nreas. 

214. Uhile recognizing that any decison on the topics, elate o.nd venue of the 
pro1')osed hig-h-level meetincr '\'Toulcl be considerecL by the plenar~r, 2. creo.t number of 
de locations expressed the hope that a positive step tm·rards the conveninc of ouch o. 
meetinG 1-rould be taken at the tl1irty-tl1irc1 session, In this c nteJ~t it uas 
underlined that~ in Commission resolution 1 (XXXII), ECE Governments had cor.1mi ttod 
themselves to consider the p1·oblem in a constructive spirit 2.t the thirty-third 
session. Specific comments on orrrMizational matters '\vere made by .s. feH 
deleGations: it 1ras recommended tho.t e, high-level meetinrr should tal:e place in 
three stacres; the delegation of Romania held thc..t, 'l·llw,tever topic 1ras selected, 
there Hould be a need to sot up related regiono,l and sub-regional research centres, 
In general, representatives considered that preparations for o. high-level meeting 
vmulc1 Give impetus to the; uorl~ of the Senior Ac.lvisers and a nevr dimension to 
interrrovernmental co-opero.tion Hi thin the ECE. Some delegations sucrcrested that the 
criteria of the Senior iKlvisers for project selection had been too lnoe.d; the 
preparations for a high-level meetinrr could brinrr about a concentration of 
activities on priority areas; actual projects in the prog-re.mme of Horl.:, linking 
priority areas and 1')riori ty objectives 'I'TOuld directly serve the implemente.tion of 
the de cis ions of the meeting. The time uoulcl seem to have come for EC'E Governments 
to eng2.ge in a ne&otiating process to reach agrec:ment on a pro&ramme for the 
reduction of emissions leading to transboundo.ry o.ir pollution and this procre.mme 
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should ~)e embodied in a convention. The delegation of Turl:ey sugGested that the 
Senior Ad visors should beein no·v1 to consider hou to roapt their programme of uork 
in oonnexion ui th prepar11tions for c possible high-level meeting on t~e environment. 

215. Uhen cliscussing the current activities of the Senior MvisGrs~ delegations 
often referred to the topics put fonrard in document :C/EC'E/936 for possible 
consideration by tho Commission in deciding on a high-level meeting. In this 
context~ the achievements of the vlorking Pnrty on Air Pollution Problems '\vere 
appreciated, in particular t~1e progress made under the co-operative prorrramme for 
the moni torinrr and evaluation of the long--ranGe transport of air pollutants; this 
programme VTould no dou1Jt become an im1Jortant component of any future agreement on 
intergovernmental IT.easures to control air pollution in the :CCE region. 

216. The 1mrl: of the Senior L.cl visers in the area of low- and non-1raste te clmology 
vmo also considered siGnificant and the operative character of the current project 
uas commended. Several deleGations pointec1 out thD.t~ in the long-term the 
development of enviromnentD.lly sound technologies uould not only assist protection 
policies !Jut also promote the ration2.l use of resources. 

217. Ui th regD.rc1 to the control of toxic substences o.nd toxic 1·1astes 1 the policy 
dGbc.te at the si:::th session we.s considered to have revealed the general concern of 
EC:C Govornmcmts over the proliferation of hazardous substances and their effects on 
lruman health 2nd the environment. Approvcl 1ms expressed for the decision to call 
ru1 ad hoc meeting to examine the scope for e::::tending co-opere,tion in this. important 
o..re2.. The delegation of Bulgaria \·las strongly in favour of intergovernmental 
co-oper.s:.tion on rese2.rch into the problems of substitutES for toxic substances. 

210. }Jkmy deleGations referrec1 to the need for greater attention to problems of 
uater pollution and recommended that closer links should be established 1-ri th the 
Committee on Hater Problems and UI~P. In pointing out that 1·1ater Has becoming a 
limiting factor in development, the delegation of Yugoslavia particularly requested 
the inclusion of 1rater pollution problems on the agenda of a high-level meeting. 
ConcerninG' the protection of flora and fauna, the observation 1'!2.S made that this uas 
the only topic proposed Hhere EC'E had not engncred in directly related activities. 

219.!.. number of delegntiono expressed their satisfactionvrith the activities of the 
Conior Lcl visers in the uorl~ areas of policy 1 planning and management~ \'Thich had been 
gradually expanded, and considered that it might be opportune to include a subject 
related to intecration of environmento..l considerations in long-term development 
lJlanninc amonG the topics for a hicrh-level meeting. Special mention 1vas made of 
the contribution to the Over-all Economic Perspective by the ad hoc teslc force of 
governmont-c.pl;ointed experts uhich hacl met at Dil thoven (Netherlands) in 
autumn 1977, to cliscuos critical environmental issues. It vras generally felt that 
the biem1ial exchange of national information on environmental policieo and 
strctegies served a useful purpose and should be encouraged. Many delegations 
commended the preparations for the t1m seminars on integrated physical, socio­
economic a:nc1 Grivil"onmental planning ano. on Gnvironmental impact assessment scheduled 
for mid-1979. Generel approval uas given to the decision of the Senior il.d visers to 
convene the Ul1CP/lWC regional seminar on "Alternative patterns of development and 
life-styles" in 1979, i·rhich vrould contribute to a vric1er United Nations effort for 
the Thirc1 Development Decade. l:Iany delegations noted that the neH programme of 
Hork of the Senior Advisers reflected the general clesire of member Governments to 
conce11tr£~.tc their acti vi tics on sob ctec1 priority areas~ it also seemed 
sufficiently flexible to accommodate preparations for a possible high-level meetinG. 
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220. A recurrent theme in the discussion vras the need for the Senior Ldvisors to 
establish more effective co-operation l·rith other ECE Principal Subsidio..ry Bodies 
and other international organizations. Boce,use of the comprehensive character of 
environmental problems, most of the important acti vi ties of the Senior Ad visors hac1 
to be co-operative ventures. Special mention >•ras mo..de of the opportuni tics, in 
many interdisciplinary areas, for creating closer relationships uith tho competent 
Principal Subsidiary Bodi0s. '\'lith respect to the Senior Economic .fl.<lvisers, a 
1·rider consideration of the social and economic aspects related to protection of 
the environment vras suggested, more direct co...:operation uas recommended and tho 
question 1-ms raised >vhether some form of institutionalized co--operation might 1Je 
conceivable. It m:1.o also held that by closer contacts I'Tith other Principal 
SulJsidiary Bodies, the Senior 1\.d visers could contribute to the ov0rall concentration 
and integration of activities >·rithin ECE. Lm·r- and non-1-ro.ste teclmolocy Has 
mentioned as an area uhore further co-operation between various Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies Hould be desirable; the same uas true for several projects being carried 
out 1Jy the Uorl:ing Party on Air Pollution Problems. In general, delegations 
approved of the collaboration that had been established· betueen ECE c:J.1d UHCP in a 
number of important project nreas. This relationship \vas considered partictclarly 
important, as many environmental problems >mnt beyond the regional level. The 
strengthening of linl:s ui th the Cl:El~ uas o_lso I"Telcomec1. 

221. Representatives of several intergove:mmental organiz2..tions addressed the 
Gessiono..l Committee and oJ~pressed their interest in close co-operation vri th the EUC 
on problems of environmentc.l protection. A report Has pl~osentecl on vc.rious measures 
tDl~en by the European Economic Community to implement its current environment 
programme, particularly in areas of specific concern to the Senior Advisers on 
EnvironmentCJ,l Problems. Hoference >·ras made to instructions issued by the Executive 
Uommi ttee of tho Cii:JEA to its oo cretariat, that active sup1Jort should be given to 
any prepar2..tory >mrl;: ·Hi thin the framevrork of ECE for a hicrh-levol meotinc on tho 
protection of the environment. Several pro1Josals for collaboration on projects in 
the current programme of 1mrk of the Senior Jill. visers uore made on behalf of the 
Uorld Tourism Organization. Assurance i'Tas al::m gi von that the UHEP Hould provide 
continued and extended support to recrional activities for the protection of the 
environment lri thin ECE 1·rhich, ovincr to its structure and membership, hO-cl o:~perionce 
of value to share >·ri th the rest of the world. 

222. The delegation of Lustria pointed out that in induotrio..l production emphasis 
should be placec1 on the production of longer-lasting consumer goods to help 
preserve the environment and natural resources. This delegation adc1ec1 that the 
secretariat might consider studying this idea. 

223. The follm·ring detailed comments 1vero made on the programme of uorl;: of the 
Senior Advisers for 1978-1902: 

Uork area 0'5.1.: Prospective trends and problems 

The importance of this area for encouraging inclusion of 
environmental consideration in development planning from the 
very beginning lras noted (Romania). 
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05.1.1. 

05.1.2. 

05.1.3. 

Y.Jork area 0'5.2.: 

05.2.1. 

Work area 0'). ?. : 

05.3.2.1. 

Strong support 1vas given to the Seminar on integrated physical 
socio-economic and environmental planning, to be held in Norway 
in June 1979 (Portugal; Spain; Turkey). 

The content of the report of the ad hoc task force meeting at 
Bilthoven should form part of the Overall Economic Perspective 
for the ECE Region (Hungary; Netherlands; EEC). Activities 
under this project could assist member Governments in development 
planning; the Bilthoven meeting was a positive contribution 
(Portugal; Turkey; United States). 1-.n offer was made to provide 
hospitality for further ad hoc meetings on the subject 
(Netherlands). 

Satisfaction was expressed that the Senior Advisers had decided 
to participate in the global UNEP effort by organizing a regional 
seminar on Alternative Patterns of Development and Life-Styles 
(Netherlands; USSR; EEC); the theme should be more clearly 
defined so as to be relevant in the context of the countries 
of the ECE region (EEC). 

Current development and prospects in environmental policies 

The exchange of information and vievls on environmental policies 
and strategies in countries with different social and economic 
systems was considered very important (Byelorussian SSR; 
German Democratic Republic; Hungary; Switzerland; EEC); the 
same view vias expressed with reg-ard to countries with different 
levels of economic development (Greece; Malta; Portugal; 
Romania; Spain; Turkeyi Yugoslavia). Governments were 
encouraged to give all information necessary to facilitate the 
identification of priority subjects (EEC). 

Environmental policy and management issues 

Support should be given to the activities connected with the 
SGminar on Environmental Impact Assessment (Canada; Bulgaria; 
Hungary; Svitzerland; United States; USSR; EEC); satisfaction 
was expressed over the merging of three projects in a seminar 
likely to identify future activities which ought to focus on 
transboundary problems (EEC). 

Attention should be given to selected environmental problems of 
tourism (Switzerland) and their land use aspects (Bulgaria; 
Spain; Turkey); in particular the impact of tourism not only on 
coastal areas but also on mountainous regions (Austria); close 
co-operation should be maintained 1vi th the World Tourism 
Organization (Spain). 

Co-operation with UNEP within the framework of the "Blue Plan" 
\vas recommended (Austria; Portugal). 
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Work area 05.4.: Resources and vraste problems 

05.4.1.1. The activities of the intergovernmental task force on recycling, 
re-use and recovery of solid >rastes should be encouraged 
(Canada; Hungary; Romania; EEC); the full participation of 
interested Governments 1>1as considered essential (EEC). 

05.4.1.2. The importance of the project activities on lovr- and non->vaste 
technologies in co-operation with UI~P was emphasized (Austria; 
Bulgaria~ Czechoslovakia] Finland; German Democratic Republic; 
Greece; Hungary; Poland; Turkey; USSR); particular attention 
should be given to the importance of co-operation with industry 
in market economies (EEC); the long-term aspects of lo1·r- and 
non-waste technology for sustained protection of the environment 
and rational use of natural resources were stressed 
(German Democratic Republic). 

05.4.1.3. The project on control of toxic substances and toxic wastes 
seemed to present possibilities for extended mul tilatera,l 
co-operation; priority should be given to the sector of toxic 
wastes; to engage in activities concerning the broad subject 
of toxic substances might be premature 1 but the recommendations 
of the ad hoc group to be convened in a.utumn 1978 would be 
considered (EEC). 

05.4.2. General approval was given to the decision of mal<ing energy and 
environment the main subject of ·the policy debate at the 
seventh session in order to examine the need for a utility of 
further activities in this area. 

Work area 05.').1.: Selected problems of cdr pollution 

It 1vas suggested that the Senior Advisers should study how the 
work on priority problems in this area could be concentrated 
(EEC). 

05.5.1.1. The necessity for wide government support of the activities 
under the co~operative programme for the monitoring and 
evaluation of the long-range transport of air pollutants vlas 
emphasized (Canada; Finland; Netherlands; Norway; S'l'ri tzerlcmd l 
Turkey; United States; Yugoslavia,; EEC); the programme 
represented an important component of any future agreement on 
intergovernmental measures to control air pollution and achieve 
a reduction in emissions in the ECE region, and its success 
would depend on full participation by member Governments (Finland; 
Norway); the present phase of the programme should be well 
established before considering enlergement (EEC). 

Vlorl~ area 0').6.: Statistics, information and norms 

05.6.1.2. 

Full support vras given to activities in this area 1 1vhich should 
lead to a basis for international harmonization of environmental 
statistics (Bulgaria; Hungary; EEC). 

The importance of this project vras stressed (Bulgaria). 
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Senior Advisers to EC~ Governments on Science and Technology 

224. For its consideration of this item of the agenda 1 the Sessional Committee had 
before it the report of the sixth session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Science and Technology (ECE/SC.TECH./15). 

225. The delegations of the German Democratic Republic and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics stressed the importance of such co-operation, not only for the 
social and economic development of the countries in the region but also for its 
co11tribution to creating an e,tmosphere of mutual understanding·, In the view of 
those delegations science and technology -vrere bound to play an increasingly 
important role in the activities of the ECE; it Has to be hoped that the work of 
the Senior Advisers would provide an intellectual stimulus to the relevant work of 
all the Principal Subsidiary Bodies. 

226. A number of delegations referred to the role of the Senior Ldvisers in linking 
the activities of the Commission's Principal Subsidie.ry Bodies in the field of 
science and technology 1 and some considered that a co-ordinating function properly 
belonged to the Senior .Advisers. This could be achieved, in the vie-vr of these 
delecations, by promoting joint programmes, by undert~::ing studies of an inter­
sectoral and interdisciplinary nature, and by co-sponsoring co-operative activities 
in selected subject areas with other Principal Subsidiary Bodies. 

227. Commenting on the -v1orl;: programme, many delegations expressed general support 
for the progress achieved and for the effort made to incorporate and carry out the 
relevant provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE, The initiative of the Senior 
l~dvisers in sponsoring the participation of younger scientists and eminent 
specialists in the forthcoming Seminar on Technological Forecasting v1as noted with 
approval. The delegation of the United States expressed the hope that additional 
programmes honouring the spirit as well as the letter of the Final Act imuld be 
implemented. 

228. Delegations expressed appreciation of the work undertaken by the Senior 
Advisers and the secretariat in m~dng regional preparations for the forthcoming 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development and considered 
that the special session of the Senior Advisers which had taken place in 
December 1977 to consider the preparations for the regional meeting in Bucharest 
had been most useful. ll/ 
229. The follo>ving detailed comments were made on the programme of \<mrl:: of the 
Senior ll.d visers: 

vlork area 10,1.: Lonr£-term trends and perspectives 

The delegations of Greece, Turkey and the German Democratic 
Republic placed particular stress on the work of the Senior 
Ld visers in this area. The delegation of Poland >·mlcomed the 
fact that the Senior Advisers would identify and examine economic 
sectors in v1hich major technoloGical chancres vrere likely to occur 
or to be required up to the year 1990, 

.uJ See also paras. 294 to 302 belovl, 
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The delegations of Poland 1 Turkey~ the German Democratic Republic 1 

Hungary, the Federal Republic of G2rmany 1 12/ the Byelorussian SSR 
and Spain expressed particular support for this work. Several 
delegations referred to the useful results of the recent ad hoc 
Meeting on Technological Forecasting. The delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany~ hovmver, pointed to the considerable 
amount of resources involved uhen carrying out such projects 1 and 
to the need for careful examination of which studies had already 
been made within existing fora and vrhich kind of project \'l'ould be 
topical. The United States delegation considered the field of 
technological forecasting as having much potential but expressed 
disappointment in progress to date in this area,. The delegation 
of Bulgaria drevl attention to the >·mrk of the CivlEA \·rhich he 
considered could mal~.:e a useful contribution to ECE 1 s vmrk in this 
area. The delegations of Bulgaria, the German Democratic 
Republic and Spain attached particular importence to the convening 
of the Seminar on Technological Forecasting (10.1.1.1.). The 
delegation of Spain 1 as an expression of the Spanish Government's 
considerable interest in the subject, extended a formal 
invitation to the ECE to hold the Seminar in Spain early in 1979. 

The delegations of Turkey and Finland supported this project. 
The delegation of Greece expressed its interest in this pro joct. 

The delegation of Turkey supported this project. The delegation 
of Greece expressed its interest in this project. 

10.1.4. The delegations of Finland and Turkey supported this project. 
The delegation of Greece expressed its interest in this projGct. 

Work area 10. 2.: Current developments in science and tec}mology policies 

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR 1 the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Greece considered the vmrk in this area to be of 
particular importance. The delegation of the Federal Republic of 
Germany also attached particular importance to improving the flm·r 
of information through effective implementation of 
projects 10.2.1. and 10.2.2. 

vlork area 10. '3.: International co-operation in scientific and technolog-ical 
research 

The delegation of Greece considered that work in this area should 
be accelerated 1 especially with the support of projects 10.3.1. 
and 10. 3. 2. 

The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that 
this project merited special attention. The delegation of Bulgaria 
expressed great interest in this 1 especially in vie1·r of its 
relationship to the proposed high-level meeting on energy. 

l1} Also of relevance in the context of 1·mrk area, 10.1.1.1. 

12/ vlhenever in the follovling pe,ragraphs the delegation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany is mentioned, it should be noted that it expl~essed the vievrs 
of the European Economic Community. 
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10.3.1.1.1. and 
10 • 3 .1. l. 2 • 

\iforl~ area 10.4.: 

10.4.1. and 
10, L]., 2. 

10.4.2.2. 

vJorl~ are e. 10. 5. ~ 

The delegations of Bulgaria~ Finland, the German Democratic 
Republic and Turkey singled out these projects as being of 
particular importance. 

The delegations of Finland ancl the German Democratic Republic 
singled out this project as being important. 

Transfer of technology 

The delegation of Turkey expressed particular interest in this 
\vork area ancl vras satisfied that a separate work area liaS devoted 
to this question. In this context it reaffirmed the usefulness of 
a study to be undertclcen by the secretariat on the difficulties of 
member countries on the interregional transfer of teclmology. 
The delegation of Yugoslavia indicated that, in common vrith 
several other member countries of the ECE \'lhich \vere developing 
from the economic point of vieH~ Yugoslavia encountered 
considerable problems in technology transfer. The Senior Advisers 
should therefore take a lead in initiating and co-ordinating the 
activities of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies in the field of 
technology transfer. The delegation of Bulgaria stated that the 
\-rork of the ECE in this area should not duplicate the activities 
of UNCTJ:D. 

The delegations of Turkey and Yugoslavia supported these projects. 
The delegation of the German Democratic Republic believed that 
the Senior Jill.visers should concentrate more on substantive 
questions in science and technology, It expressed the vievr that 
the preparation of case-studies on the transfer of technology 
should not be given priority. The delegation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany felt that 1 among others, case-studies >vere a 
useful means for mrucing projects in the field of transfer of 
technology meaningful. 

The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR, the German Democratic 
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary and the 
United States considered this project vras most useful. The 
delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany considered that 
vmrk being undertcl;:en in co-operation vri th the Committee on the 
Development of Trade on the Hanual on licensing procedures and 
related aspects of technology transfer was valuable. 

Other co-operative activities 

The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany considered that 
e.ll three projects contained in this v1ork area 1vere of particular 
interest to the delegations of the European Economic Comraunity. 

The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany noted vri th 
satisfo.ction that a first step in the realization of the 
relevant provisions of the Final Act of the CSC'E hEJ.d been 
achieved in this project and tho.t the Senior .Advisers ivere 
planning to sponsor participation of younger scientists in the 
forthcominG Seminar on Teclmological Forecasting. 
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230. In the discusoion of this itemj uhich Has considered together i"Tith aeenda 
item 7(f) - Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990 1 the 
Sessional Committee had before it the report of the fifteenth scsoion of the 
Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governme11ts (ECE/EC .lill./16) j aEJ vrell 8.S the 
Executive Secretary's report 011 the Overall Economic l)erspective for the ECE 
Region up to 19:;0 (:C/ECE/945) submitted pursuant to operative parc-.graph 7 of 
decision G(YJDCII). 

231. In evaluating the activities of the Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governmento cluri11g the past year, all dolegatio11o taking part in the debate voiced 
their sntisfactio11 011 the progress made on tho preparntion of the Overall Economic 
Peropecti ve. The comprehenEJive 2.11d i11formativo character of the vorsion submi ttec.l 
in document ECE/EC .lill./17 'i•ras otressecl by all delegationo. Favoura.ble comments 
Hero made j in particular on Part I ::ro.ctors ancl ConcH tions of Lo11g-term Groi"Tth ::. 
Part II on nconsiderations on Long-term Porspoctives of Interno.tional 
Co-operation11 Has considered as a first approach to problems of international 
co-operation. Some delegations felt that closer links should be developed betueon 
the grmrth analysis contained in Part I anc.l. the perspective for international 
co-operation in Part II. Divided opinions \'Tere eJ:j_)ressed on the clesirabili ty of 
publishing this version of the Peropective 1 but there was a consensus that it 
should be submitted in 1978/79 to the other i?rincipal Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Commission. 

232. Hith reference to decision G(XJDCII), a.ll deleggtions stressed the importance 
of long-term perspectives preparecl by Principal Subsidiary Bodies in their 
respective field of competence. Tl1.e delegation of Frnnco ]d/ noted Hi th 
satisfaction the pertinent insertion of the O:CP as a contribution of ECE in the 
resolutions adopted recently by ECOSOC .:md the General Assembly ns underlined in 
document E/ECE/931. Satisfaction \'ms expressed 1·ri th the contributions to the 
Overall Economic Perspective being prepared or envisaged by a number of Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies, as reported in document E/ECE/9~·5. In this context, some 
clelegations pointe<l out the need for developing neu 1mys to stimulate the dialogue 
betHeen the Principal Subsidi2Xy Bodies of the Commission on long-term studies. 
Tl.1.e suggestion made by the Executive Secretary for inform['\.1 conte.cts betueen the 
Chcdrmen or Vice-Chairmen of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies concerned 'i'TD.S found 
useful, pending arrangements for joint sponsorship of meetings if this proved 
desirable in the future. 

233. The delegation of Poland statecl thD.t a very important factor vrhich determined 
the usefulness of the 'i·rhole ECE work in the priority area of long-term planning 
and prospects ·t,ras the need for a closer interlinking of the OEP uith crucial 
sectoral and intersectcral problems of further development ancl eo..st-uest 
co-operation, vrhich follm·red from projects of Principal Subsidio..ry Bodies up to 
1990. 

M/ '\rlhenever in the follo\'ling paragraphs the delegation of Frm1co is 
mentioned, it should be noted that it expressed tho vie1·rs of the European 
Economic Community. 
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234. As to the future Hork on the OEP ~ in line '\·Ti th Commission decision G(XXXII), 
gener2.l acreement 1ms e::cpressed on the need to consider the preparation of long­
term perspectives as a permanent activity of the Senior Economic Advisers. 1'-iany 
delego.tions stressed the e.dvo.nt2ges of developing the vJorlc to't'mrds a higher degree 
of disaggregation by sector an.d a more concrete identification of areas for 
interne.tional co-opero..tion. Vlhile this 1ms genernlly D.greod, some delegations 
strossec1 the difficulty of assembling an.cl analysing sectoral information ovrintr to 
the lack of statistical compo.rability, to the time lag in the publication of past 
series (e.g. i11put/output tables) a.nd more cenerally to the scarcity of published 
information on national projections in this field. Nany delegations also 
expressed interest in diversifyinc the geocrraphicnl classification used in the 
OEP, in particul2X' by enlarging the data on North America and cri ving more 
information on individual countries. Problems specific to member countries of the 
ECE '\·Thich vmre developing from the economic point of vie1·r should in the vie1·1 of 
sever£1 .. 1 delegations receive more attention. The present qu2nti tative macro-economic 
2.nnlysis should be improved. Trade flo1·1s should be taken into account and price 
variations should be representec1 in a more sntisfactory manner, rather than 
extending tho macro-economic analysis into nevr fields. 

235. As to the time horizon of the next perspective, some delegations felt it 
premature to make a decision in this field until more disaggregated data would be 
made available by the secretariat nnc1 by the Principal Subsidiary Bodies. Other 
delegations pointed out that it vrould talce several years to obtain contributions 
from the various sources so that there would l)e advantages in extending the time 
horizon beyond 1990. It '\vas proposed that in the project of the Committee on the 
Development of Trade on the perspectives of trade up to 19)0, the evaluation of the 
sectoral perspectives prepared by other Principal Subsidiary Bodies should be talcen 
into account, as '\·Tell as tho alternative of full trade liberalization, uhich 
should have a very positive influence on the development of trade and industrial 
co-operation betHeen east en.d vrest. 

236. A number of delegations pointed out the importance they -vmre a.ttaching to the 
exchange of information an.d vim·rs on the p::ceparation and implementation of plans, 
progr81lll!les and prospects in the course of the sessions of the Senior Economic 
Advisers. The hope -vras expressed that this discussion v10uld not be over-shado1·red 
in the future by the vTOrlc on the OEP (Czechoslovakin, Finland, German Democratic 
Republic). 

237. Deleg.s.tions expressed their satisfaction lri th the results of the Seminar 
organized by the Senior Economic Advisers in September 1977 in Saint-lia:ximin 
(France) on Employment, Income Distribution and Consumption: Long-term Objectives 
nnd Structur2..l Chru1tres, an.d thanked the French Government for its generous 
hospitality. It '\·Tas stressed that seminars '\•Tere beneficial for the '\vork of the 
Senior Economic Advisers and that future seminars should be cmmected 1vith the 
Overall Economic Perspective. 

238. As to future seminars, the subject of the 1979 seminar on "Forms an.d 
Orientations of International Co-operation in Relation to Long-Term Gro1·rth Pattern11 

\'las generally agreed. The delec-ation of Polnnc1 expressed its readiness to act as 
host country for the Seminar. Interest -vras also expressed in seminars on 
development anc1 use of models and model systems and in this context the proposal 
to hold a seminar in this field in 1980 l·ras vrelcomed. 
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239. Specific comments on the 1·rork programme of the Senior Economic Advisers vrere 
made as follmm: 

~vork area 11.1. ~ Hedium- and lon,Q'-~erm plru1s, programmes on.d perspec~i ves 

11.1.). lllore thorough sectoral analysis should be made in the OEP as recrards 
economic development and internationo.l co-operation (Bulcrarin; 
Hungary; USSR) , 

Ne"' intersectoral ancl interdisciplinary projects in co-operation '\!Ti th 
the other Principal Subsidiary Bodies should be initiated (Poland), 

Analyses of prices and financial relo.tionships should be included in 
economic perspectives (S,veden). 

The impact of technological changes on the development on.cl otructures 
of the economies should also be talcen into account (Bulgaria; Poland), 

Closer links should be established betHeen short- or medium-term 
forecasts and long-term perspective:::~ through selection of appropriate 
benchmark yenrs (S,·reden; USSR), 

Technicnl studieo preporecl by the secretario.t for the present version 
of the OEP should be published uncler the authority of the secreto.riat 
(France i S1·1eclen) • 

The interim version of the OEP endorsed in 1977 should be updated 
'\lrith the title "Abridged version of the OEP" (Romania). 

240. In summo.rizing the discussions, the Vice-ChairmM. of the Senior Economic 
Advisers formulated the follouine conclusions; 

(i) Note uas taken of the long-term studies carried out or envisaged by 
differen.t Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the Commission as reported by the 
Executive Secretary in his report EJECE/945 pursuant to Commission 
decision G(YJCKII). 

(ii) The activities on the Overall Economic Perspective, ca:rried out under 
the auspices of the Senior Economic Advisers, '\!Tere founcl to be in line Hi th the 
Commission decision G(XXXII). 

(iii) The Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990, as in 
document ECE/illC .AD ./17, should be forvrarded to the other Principal Subsidinry 
Bodies of the Conunission for their guidance and comments, 

(iv) The Senior Economic Advisers 1·1ere authorized to pursue their i'Tork on 
long-term economic perspectives in line '\!Ti th tho recommendations made in the 
report of their fifteenth session. 
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Steel Committee 

2~1. The discussion on this item -vms based on the report of the Steel Committee's 
forty-fifth session (ECE/STEEL/19) ~ c1escribing the Steel Committee's activities in 
1977 211d setting out its programme of '\'TOrk. 

242. 1\. number of delegations expressed their Gatisfo..ction that the progr8.mme of 
i·rorlc of the Steel Corrnni ttee reflectec1 the do cis ions 2.Yld recommend[l.tions contained 
in the Final Act of the CSCE. They expressed satisfaction uith the uork carried 
out by the Steel Committee, stressing in particular the importance of seminarsj 
symposia and study tours. The delegation of flvmden thought thnt the proeromme of 
Hork -vre.s somm·rhat eJctensive and that, in order to avoid dispersion of the 
existing resources, projects vrhich hac1 already been ini tio.ted shoulc.1 be finished 
before ne1'! ones uere begun. 

243, Delegations stressed the importence of the rumua.l revieu of the steel market 
and the regulnr publication of steel statistics and of topics treo.ting techno­
economic problems ond environment2..l problems. Commenting on individual projects 
several delegdions (Bulenria; CzechoslovEtk:ia; Romania; Sweeten; USSR; 
United States; EEC) reminded the meetine tha.t in the course of 1978 three studies 
·vrere scheduled to be completed (structural ch8.nges in the iron and steel industry, 
the use of scro..p in the iron and steel industry and the increasing use of 
continuous processes in the iron ru1c.1 steel industry). In this connexion the 
delcG'ation of Buleexin clrei·T attention to the fact that the programme of work of 
the Committee did not envisage activities on nevr projects in 1978, which might 
nffcct the quality of the Committee's Hork. The delegation of Czechoslovclda 
referred in pnrticula.r to the org211ization of the seminar to be held in Ostro.va in 
June 1978 on the npplication of computer techniques in iron and steelmEtk:ing. The 
delegation of the German Democratic Republic emphnsized the importance of study 
tours to metallurgical plants of different countries and informed the Sessional 
Conm1ittce of the preparations for the study tour in the German Democrn.tic Republic 
schedulec1 for September 1978. The delegate of the Uni tec1 States stressed the need 
to minimize the number of meetings and suG'crested deletion of the informal session 
(1 day) on the steel market situo..tion scheduled for February each year since the 
snme results could be accomplished by a written submission from eo.ch country. 

244. The delecration of the USSR suggested the inclusion of ti'lO ne'\'T topics 1 namely 
on development of steel products 1-ri th hieher corrosion resistance and on techno­
economic problems related to the production and use of laree c1ie.meter steel tubes 
in pipelines. J.be same c1elegation -vrould also l'l8lcome more techno-economic projects 
to be included in the progro.mme of 1wrk as Hell as an ru1nex to "The Steel ~1e.xket 11 

containing information on licences for s2.le in the field of iron and steel 
technology ru1.d equipment. The c1elegation of the USSR urged closer co-operation 
-vri th the CMEA. Increasec1 international co-operation in the iron and steel sector 
vre.s desired by CzechoslovEtk:ia~ Sp2..in and Yueoslavia~ the latter asking for closer 
-vrorking contacts bet1·reen ECE and UlTIDO. The delegation of SvTeden reiterated its 
invitation for a study tour in 1980 confirming a visit to the Kiruna mines at the 
sc.me time. 

245. The delegation of Romania suggestec1 an exe.mination of secondary energy 
resources 8.rising in the iron and steel industry, 



246. The representative of the European Economic Community, recalling the present 
difficulties of the world steel market, stressed the positive results arising from 
arrangements that the Community had set up with many of its partners in ord.er to 
facilitate trade. 

247. Delegations mad.e the follo,,ring d.etailed comments on the Commi ttee 1 s programme 
of work for 1978-1982: 

v/ork area 13.1.~ Hedium and. Long-term Perspectives 

13.1.1. The importance of this topic was stressed by Bulgaria, 
the German Democratic Republic and Sv1ed.en 

Work area 13. 2. ~ Current Developments and Prospects9 including International 
Trade ---
This should be regard.ed as one of the fundamental areas 
(Czechoslovakia) 

13.2.1. The importance of this topic was stressed. by Swed.en, 
Yugoslavia and the United. States 

Work area 13. 3. : Selected. Economic and Technological Problems 

13.3 .l. 

13.3 .l. 

13.3.2. 

13.3.4.2. 

13.3.6. 

This should. be regarded. as one of the fund.amental areas 
(Czechoslovrucia) 

More attention should. be paid. to work in this sector (UBSR) 

This study should. be completed in 1978 (Romania) 

Great interest was stressed. (German Democratic Republic) 

Interest was stressed. (Bulgaria) 

Interest was stressed (German Democratic Republic) 

Attracts great interest in Romania and Sweden, the former 
country expressing the wish that this study be completed. 
in 1978 

Interest '-I as stressed (Bulgaria) 

Interest "i"laS stressed. (Bulgaria) 

Interest was stressed. (Bulgaria) 

Wide participation in this seminar was regarded as important 
(Spain; USSR) 
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vTork area 13.4.: Environmental and. Resource-Saving Problems 

Co-operation with CMEA in this work area vias suggested. (USSR) 

13.4.1. Great interest was stressed. by Bulgaria and. the 
German Democratic Republic 

13 .4.1. vlork on this topic was lagging behind. (Yugoslavia) 

vlork area 13. '5. ~ Industrial co-operation 

13.5.1. Regular publication of certain information in this area 
was regarded as useful (USSR) 

\{ork area 13.6.; Statistics and. Information 

13.6.1. The importance of the publication of steel statistics -vms 
stressed (United States; EEC) 

Timber l!onunittee 

248. During the discussion on the report of the Timber Committee on its 
thirty-fifth session (ECE/Tn:rjn), d.elegations consid.ered. the i;Jork d.one under the 
Committee's auspices during the past year and presented their Governments' views 
on particular projects includ.ed in the Committee's programme of work. Suggestions 
were also mad.e on further activities 111hich should be und.ertaken. 

249. Delegations 1-1elcomed. the fact that the Committee was to keep under continuous 
revie>v the forecasts and. analyses contained. in the study European Timber Trend.s 
and Pro~cts. 19'50 to 2000. This study 111as considered a most important tool for 
the development of forestry policj_es and the forest industries and. a useful source 
of data. The continuing monitoring by the Committee of d.evelopments in relation 
to the outlook depicted. in the study would. make it possible to identify changes in 
long-term trend.s, enabling countries to modify their 01.m policies if necessary. 

250. Delegations also welcomecl. the Committee's decision to unclertake work on the 
specific problems of the forest and. forest industries sector in southern Europe 
such as the production and. utilization of cork and. resin, as well as on improving 
knowledge of the forest resource and. analysis of wood supply potential in the 
region, This \vork is to be carried out in collaboration 111ith FAO. 

251. Delegations consid.ered. that energy questions were of increasing importance in 
the Commi ttee 1 s area of interest and. expressed their appreciation of the Committee's 
decision to hold a symposium on energy aspects of the forest industries in 
November 1978. 

252. ~1any delegations also referred -vri th approval to the continuing work of the 
Joint ECE/FAO Uorking Party on Forest Economics and. Statistics in improving the 
comparability of statistics as well as the mechanisms for their collection and. 
dissemination. Particular mention 1.·1as made of the recent modifications to the 
tivice-yearly Timber Bulletin for Europe. 
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253. The d.elegation of Bulgaria informed the meeting of the preparations und.ertaken 
by the Bulgarian authorities for the organization of the twelfth session of the 
Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Working Techniques and Training of Forest 
Workers, which at the invitation of the Bulgarian Government would be held in Sofia 
in June 1978. It d.rew the attention of the meeting to the Symposium on Techniques 
and Mechanization of Reforestation of Mountainous Regions and the study tour which 
would preced.e the session and. extended. an invitation to all countries to 
participate in them. 

254. Delegations noted with pleasure that the process of re-organ~z~ng the methods 
of work of the Joint FAO/ECE/ILO Committee Hould. be completed at its twelfth session. 
They hoped that this re-organization >·10uld. enable the Joint Committee to continue to 
promote international co-operation in its field. within a more precise, flexible and 
action-oriented. organizational structure. Activities had. continued, hovrever, during 
the period of re-organization notably with the Seminar on Reforestation of Forests 
Destroyed by Storm and. Fire, held in the Federal Re,Public of Germany and. 
the Netherlands in May 1977 and the Seminar on r1anjMachine Productivity in Swed.en 
in April 1978. 

255. Several d.elegations dre>-r attention to the continuing importance of the 
Committee's review of short-term d.evelopments in forest products markets. These 
reviews, notably the discussion at the Committee's annual session~ made important 
information available and. thus helped the ord.erly d.evelopment of the markets. The 
Committee' s periodic reviews of the structure and. capacity of different sectors and 
of trends in the markets for particular product groups vrere also very useful to 
Governments and to the forest products sector as a vrhole. The Committee 1 s review 
and. analysis of the markets for tropical hard.wood.s represented. a most useful part 
to the Commission's contribution to the United Nations programmes designed. to assiot 
d.eveloping countries. 

256. Delegations also >·lelcomed the preparation and publication by the Committee of 
the ECE recommended standard.s on stress grading and. finger-jointing of coniferous 
sawn timber, consid.ering that they would facilitate international trade in 
structural coniferous sa>m timber and. encourage its more rational and economic use. 

--~The delegation of the United. States, while er1Jressing support in principle for the 
standardization effort, repeated the reservations expressed by its delegation to 
the Timber Committee, vrhich considered the two standard.s not appropriate in their 
present form for use in North .America. 

257. r1a.ny c1.elegations expressed their satisfaction with the orientation of the 
Committee's work on environmental problems. In particular, they vrelcomed the 
preparatory meeting in November 1977 for the Symposium on the Effects of Pollution 
on Vegetation, scheduled for 1979, in Poland. The Symposium would be held under 
the joint auspices of the Timber Committee and the Committee on Agricultural 
Problems. Mention was also made of the -vmrk of the Joint FAO/ECE Vorking Party on 
Forest Economics and Statistics on quantification and. evaluation of the 
environmental benefits of the forest. 

258. Delegations also expressed. appreciation of the Committee's programme for the 
exchange of information on selected. economic and. teclmical problems. During the 
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period in question, a preparatory meeting had. been held. in Poland for the 
Symposium on Economic and. Technical Developments in the Furniture Industry, and 
further seminars ancJ symposia were planned. for later years. 

259. The delegations of the Byelorussian SSR and of the USSR consid.ered that in 
the light of the provisions of the Final Act, the Timber Committee could, on the 
basis of iWrk carried. out or in hand, make a contribution to the preparations for 
the proposed. high-level meeting on the environment, bearing in mind. the gro>ving 
interrelationship between forest economy, timber industry and the environmental 
situation. The d.elegation of the Federal Republic of Germany, 1.2/ hov1ever, 
considered. that the acute and. urgent problems in the timber field were most 
successfully d.ealt ivi th at the level of the Timber Committee and. of its 

. subsidiary bodies. It did not feel that, for the time being, any change in this 
respect ivould add very much of substance to the activities in hand. 

260. Delegations stressed. the importance of full co-ord.ination with other 
international bodies in the field., to avoid any unnecessary duplication of work. 
They welcomed the continuing very close co-operation with FAO notably the 
European Forestry Commission, ana. i•li th other ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies, 
such as the Committees on Agricultural Problems, and on Housing, Build.ing and. 
Planning. The d.elegation of the European Economic Community welcomed the close 
collaboration betv1een the Timber Committee and its own organization, notably on 
certain aspects of forest and forest products economics and. statistics, including 
forest taxation. 

261. Delegations approved the Timber Committee 1 s programme of work, consid.ering 
that it satisfied countries' needs and. was in accordance with the priority areas 
of ECE. The follOiving observations were mad.e concerning the orientation ana 
organization of the Committee's imrk. 

262. The d.elegation of the Fed.eral Republic of Germany felt that the programme 
of work was somewhat extensive. A better concentration on the main issues and, 
where necessary, a certain restructuring of the programme would. be ad.visable. 
Due regard. should. be paid. to the work load. for the secretariat and. for national 
administrations or other institutions concerned with the Committee's activities. 
A more precise indication of the timing of projects with at least a rough 
indication of the resources required i'!Ould help d.elegates to judge better whether 
a particular project fi tteo. into the programme. The Committee should examine 
i·lhether the organization of its i·Tork allowed. for a review of activities which was 
sufficiently clear for appropriate evaluation of the aims of projects and their 
usefulness in the context of the Committee's programme. The Committee should. · 
also take into account when embarking on new projects the information readily 
available within ECE or other international organizations. It should ensure that 
projects which were not directly related to timber problems but rather to 
neighbouring branches were talcen up only to the extent necessary. This could help 
to avoid duplication of i'!Ork. The delegation considered that the Committee's 
programme CO\'ered adequately the four priority areas of the Commission, as well 

12/ Whenever in the follOi-ling paragraphs the delegation of the 
Federal Republic of Germany is mentioned, it should. be noted. that it expressed 
the views of the European Dconomic Community. 
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as other fielcls of interest and. importance for co-operation among ECE member 
countries. The Committee thus contributed. to an effective implementation of the 
relevant provisions of the Final .Act and of Commission decision D(XXXI), (notably 
by projects 14.3.1.4, 14.5.1~ 14.5.3, 14.2.3-7~ 14.5.1, 14.5.2.1-8. Despite the 
desirability of considering a certain concentration of activities, this delegation 
consid.ered. that the flow of information should be improved in some specific 
fielcl s, such as end.-uses. In addition, efforts should. be continued. to enable 
countries '\vhich hacl. a specific geographic situation or state of economic 
cJ.e·.;elopment to profit adequately from the Committee's activities. 

263. The delegation of Italy, while supporting the statement of the Fed.eral Republic 
of Germany, stressecl. the d.esirabili ty of further intensifying the activities of the 
Timber Committee in the field of economic co-operation, studies on the 
utilization of forest proclucts in industry, the classification and. 
standardization of coniferous sa'\vmvood, and. on the technical and. economic aspects 
of the trad.e of the vtoocl.-viOrking industry. It also emphasized. that the activities 
of the Committee should. be made more efficient. 

264. The d.elegation of Swecl.en consid.ered. that the Committee's activities should be 
expand.ed. to include the pulp and paper industries, v1hich were an important and. 
integral part of the timber sector. Furthermore, while the Committee's analyses 
were appreciated, they could be further improved. As both of these modifications 
would require extra resources, this d.elegation suggested that member countries 
themselves undertake ad.di tional vmrk. The d.elegation also suggested. that, as a 
basis for long-term planning of the forest resources, a system be set up for the 
exchange of forest inventory data, possibly through the secretariat. The d.elegation 
of Turkey said. that the conservation of forests as vrell as the improvement of their 
c:tuali ty deserved. a closer examination. 

265. The delegation of the USSR considered that in the worlc programme of the Joint 
FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest Economics and. Statistics~ more attention should. be 
paid. to economic rather than statistical questions. The d.elegation suggested. that 
work on environmental questions coulcl. be consid.ered to includ.e such subjects as the 
study of the purification of effluents from the wood.-processing industries, notably 
for vmod-based panels, rational and integratecl use of resources, including wood­
working conditions, questions of production technology~ of energy, etc. The 
d.elegation also suggested. that the Committee attempt to find 1-1ays to continue 
publishing the proceedings of seminars held. und.er its auspices, in order to allovr 
as 1·1id.e a dissemination as possible of useful technical and. economic information, 

266. Finland. expressed. satisfaction that the environmental ancl. resource 
conservation problems in the forestry sector had. found. their place in the 
Timber Committee's regular programme of work. Finland attached particular value 
to the projections in the Timber Trend Study that covered perspectives until the 
year 2000. This stucly had already hacl an important impact on the forest ancl 
forest ind.ustry policies of many countries. Finland. consiclered that these studies 
should. be kept und.er continued revievr in order that the projections >·rould give 
early signals >vhen there >vere changes in the trend.s. 
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267. In the course of the discussion~ the follo1-ring suggestions were mad.e for 
new -vrork: 

chemical processing of iiOOd residues for the production of protein forage, 
unoer the joint auspices of the Committee on Agricultural Problems~ the 
Chemical Industry Committee and the Timber Committee (Hungary) 

- the d.evelopment of the d.oor anc1. vTindm·l industry (Romania) 

- use of solar energy for saum10od drying (Romania) 

- use of i'IOOd for musical instruments~ boats, pencils and. matches~ on a scale 
of production v1hich could. ensure the effectiveness of these imestments 
(Romania) 

- mod ern -vrooo harvesting methoo.s ancl their efficiency as compared with 
traditional methods (Romania) 

- method.s of organizing and carrying out i·rood transport by modern large­
capacity method.s (Romania). 

268. In aadi tion~ the follmo~ing points relating to specific projects in the 
programme of i•Tork io~ere mad.e : 

The d.elegation of Bulgaria attached. importance to this i'TOrk area. 

The d.elegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated. that the 
Timber Committee -vras rightly very active in this i'rork area. The 
study Euro~an Tj_!J!Per J.Fend s_il:_nd. Prospe_c_t_s, 1950 to 2000 ana. the 
activities envisaged. as a follow-up to it~ should be particularly 
commended in this context. 

The delegation of Spain expressed. great interest in this work 
area, especially project 14.1. 6. 

M-.1.1. The d.elegations of Si-li tzerland., Turkey ana. the us::;R attached. 
great importance to this project. 

14.1. 2. The delegations of Sui tzerlana. and Tw.~key expressed. interest in 
tl1is project. 

14.1. 6. The delegation of Turkey attached. great importance to this 
project. 

'ltlork area 14.2. ; Current market oevelopment~_a_n_9:__.!3l1ort-term JlFOspects, including 
:problems r~_lating to. international__tracl.e 

14. 2 .1. The d.elega tions of the Fed.eral Republic of Germany and Tt1rkey 
consiclerecl tl1is project of particular importance. The 
cJ.eJ.egation of the Federal Republic of Germany consid.erea. that 
the activities und.er this project ivere of high value to 
Goverl11Tients, as uell as the producers and. consumers of forest 
products. 
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14.2.3.3. The delegation of the USSR expressed. great interest in this 
project. 

vlork area 14±: §_elected. economic, tecl'u!_o_lo_g_ical ~?-nd. Il,!_a.E_a.fLerial problems 

14.3 .1. 

14.3·3· 

14.3·5· 

14.3.6. 

The delegation of Bulgaria expressed interest in tl1is \vorl;: 
area. 

The d.elegation of S>·Titzerlanc1 considered. that there may exist 
duplication of effort with work und.ertaken in some professional 
associations. 

The d.elegations of Bulgaria and the USGR attached importance to 
this project. 

The d.elegation of Bulgaria expressed. interest in thi8 project. 

The d.elega tion of Romania attached. importance to this project. 

The clelega tion of Romania attached. importance to this project. 

Work ~~~ 14.4. ; Environmental ano. resource conser'@.jiion problems 

The delegation of the Fed.eral Republic of Germany stated. that it 
was satisfied. tbat co-operation uith other Principal Subsidiary 
Bod.ies \•Tas ensured in this uork area. Efforts in this respect 
should be continuecl. and. possibly increased. 

14.4. 2. The delegation of Romania attached. importance to this :project. 

14.4. 3. The d.ele~ations of Bulgaria and Romania attachecl importance to 
this project. 

Work area 14. 5,: Collection 2 e::whange and disseminatio11_9f j.nformatj.2_n incl_u_cling 
improvement and. harmoni~ati..s?E__of statis~ 

The Cl.elegation of Spain expressed interest in tl1is llork area, 
especially in analysis of the causes of forest fires~ and of 
method.s to prevent and. fight them. 

The d.elegation of [h·Ti tzerland. expressed appreciation of the 
presentation and. accuracy of the Timber Bulletin for iliro~~ 
out querieCl the necessity of ahJays presenting data for the 
previous ten years. 

The clelegation of the Fecleral Republic of GermarJy supported the 
attempt of the Timber Committee to obtain comprehensive 
information on end-uses. 

269. The report of the Committee on the Development of Trade on its tHenty-si:~th 
session '\'laS consid.ered. in the Plen2.ry unu er it em 6 of the agencla 
(see paras. 279 to 293 bela'''). 



E/1978~/47 
ElECE q60 I , 

page 80 

270. For the consideration of this item the iJessional Committee had. before it the 
report of the ninth session of the Committee on 'l;la ter Problems (ECEj\vATER/19) and 
a dre..ft decision on the "EC~ folloi·T-UlJ to the United. Nations \Iater Conference'', 
:!?re1Jarecl l)y the Committee on \:later Problems for adoption by the Commission 
(ECEj\·lAT:cR/19 1 annex I). :Delegates e:cpressed. their Governments 1 general 
satisfaction with the vrork d.one by the Committee and. presented their vieus and. 
suggestions on its present and. future activities. 

271. In their statements cJelecations stressed the grmving importance and necessity 
for co--operation in the field of Hater problems, and the nei·T impetus given to 
international co--operation in this sector as a consequence of the United. Nations 
Hater Conference. It uas Generally agreed that vJa ter quality and quantity problems 
ivere closely linked ancJ in thj_s respect the present integrated approach of the 
Cornmi ttee ivas highly appreciated. In the vieu of some d.elega tions the Cornmi ttee 1 s 
acti'Jity should. be focusec1 on matters relating to the rational use ancl. the 
protection of vJe,ter resources to ensure proper economic anc1 social development, 
Se'!eral delegations referred in particular to the promising activities of the 
Cornmi ttee in promoting co-01)eration on shared. ·Hater resources >·Ji thin the region as 
a follovT-up to the CSCE anc1 the United. Nations \Vater Conference, In the course of 
the discussion severaldelegations also referred. to the proposed. high-level meeting 
within the frarneiwrk of the ECE on the protection of the environment. In this 
respect they considered that the e:~perience anCI the resources of the Cornmi ttee 
shoulo be fully utilized. in the preparation of such a meeting. 

272. :Delegations taking part in the discussion expressed. their Governments' support 
for the Committee 1 s activity anCI. confirmecJ their intention to continue to contribute 
acti"Jely to the Cornmi ttee' s i·Tork. In this respect the c1.elegation from Canada 
pointec1. out t:r.e intention of its Government to take a more active part in the iJOrk 
of the Committee in the future. The d.elegation from Greece ex-pressec1. the vievr that 
the Committee' s activity should. be more action-orienteCI. 1 referring in particular 
to the catalytic role ivhich could and. shm.'-ld. be played. by the Cornmi ttee in promoting 
co-operation in sharec1 vrater resources ivi thin the ECE region. 

273. :Delegations noted with satisfaction steps taken by the Committee at its 
ninth session on the regional follov1-up to the United Nations vlater Conference i 
they favm.,_recl the draf·b decision prepared by the Cornmi ttee. In particular, any 
steps i-.rhich might be taken to intensify co-operation vJi th the other regional 
commissions in the light of the Har del Plata Action Plan were welcome. In the 
viei·T of several delegations? the i-Tide experience ancl knmv-hovJ available in the 
ECE region should be passed. on to other regional commissions. In Cl.oing this, it was 
stressed. by the Clelegation of SvJe<:Jen tbat it was necessary to analyse the 
hydrological characteristics of different parts of the ECE region, so as to avoid 
any climatic or geographical bias in the sharing of experiences. Another delegation 
stated. that these stud.ies should remain flexible since the questions under study 
i·Jere constantly e·..;olving. Gatisfaction -v;e,s also expressed i'li th the steps taken by 
the Cornmi ttee to adapt further its programme of i·TOrk in the light of the results of 
the Uni teo. Nations \vater Conference. One c1eleG2..tion stressed its concern that the 
numerous acti-vities of the Cornrni ttee might affect its efficiency. 

274, The Clelega-Gion from Halta expressed. its Government's gratituo.e for the 
decision to holc1 the ,Seminar on Selectee \Vater Problems in Islancls and Coastal 
Areas vJith special regard to Desalination and. Grounc1.uater in Nalta la-Ger in 1978. 
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Some delegations stressed the interest of the seminar to ECE member countries Hhich 
Here developing from the economic point of vieiv. It was also pointed. out that the 
seminar could. be consid.ered a first step in implementation of Commission 
d.ecision B (XXXII). 

275. Delegations i•Telcomed the organization of a seminar on rational utilization 
of vrater and. stressed its importance. During the debate, the delegation from the 
German Democratic Republic confirmed the offer of its Go•;ernmen·c to be host to the 
seminar, which \vas agreecl to be held in that cmmtry in 1979. The clelegation from 
the Netherland.s stated that its Government had offered to be host to the seminar on 
economic instruments for rational utilization of vrater resources, to be held. in 
1980. The f3panish d.elegation stated that though i:lpain had been the first country 
to offer to host the Seminar on re.tional utilization of uater, it had decided. to 
vTi thdra1·1 its offerj given the interest shmm IJy the competent authorities of the 
German ))emocratic Republic. This compromise should be interpreteu D.s a sign of 
its spirit of co-operation i·Tithinthe ECEand of the good. relations betvTeen Spain ancl. 
the German Democratic RepuiJlic. The d.elegation of Gpain also gave its support to 
the offer of the Netherlands to host a seminar in 1980. 

276. The u.elegation from the German Democratic Republic suggested that preparatory 
meetings for forthcoming seminars might, for several reasons, appropriately be held 
in conjunction uith the annual session of the Group of Experts on Aspects of \'Tater 
Quality ancl Quantity. It >vas agreed that this suggestion -vroulcl. be bro1.~ght to the 
a·ctention of the Committee. 

277. In their statemen·bs d.elegations endorsed. the Committee's programme of work. 
The follovring specific comments were made~ 

16 .1.1. The project vTas of interest (Bulgaria). 

16.1.2. The delegations from Byelorussian SSR? German Democratic Republic~ 
Hungary, Netherlands, .10' S1·1i tzerlano ana Yugoslavia expressed. 
particular interest. The c:_uestionnaire~ however, relating to 
tl1is matter contains some duplication (Switzerland). The 
Clelegation of Svred.en suggested. that in the report to be made 
countries should. be Lsted accord.ing to basic hydrological 

16 .1. 3. 

J.6 .1.4. 

cona.i tions. 

As different meas1.1.res vrere usecl. for drinking Hater supply and 
effluent disposal the d.elegation from the Netherlands suggested. 
splitting up the project; the delegation from the Byelorussian SSR 
suggested. inclusion of an analysis of perspectives for the 
d.evelopment of community \·rater supply ancl effluent eli sposal. 

Tl1is should. be consid.ered a relevant project (SvrecJen). 

1§) vlhenever in the follOI'ling paragraphs the delegation of the Netherlancls 
is mentioned., it should. be noted. that it expressecl the vieus of the European 
:Cconomic Community. 
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vlork area 16,2, : Economic problems of ·vrater manMement 

16.2.1. Several clelegations shm·1ed particular interest (~·1aHa; Spain; 
Yugoslavia). 

16.2.3. The project v1as considered. of particular importance (German 
Democratic Republic). 

16.2 .4. This should. be consid.ered. an important project~ but the experience 
of other international organizations in the field. shoulc1. be 
taken into account ( S1·1i tzerlancl), 

16.2.5. The delegation from Sv1itzerland. d.eclared. its readiness to share 
available experience in this field. 

1tlork area 16.3.: Environmental problems of 1vater mana_g_ement 

16. 3 .1. In this fie lc1. the Committee should. take into account v1ork d.one by 
other international organizations (S>vi tzerland.). Co-operation on 
shared. 1·1ater resources 1·1as consid.ered. particularly important by 
the cl.elegations from J3ulgaria~ Greece, Portugal and. Yugoslavia. 

16.3.1.2. Several d.elegations showed particulsr interest (Portugal; Spain; 
Turkey). 

16.3.2. The great importance of this project >·las emphasized. (Portugali 
8pain; Turkey~ Yugoslavia). 

16.3.3. This project was of particular interest (Bulgaria; 
Bye lorus sian SSR; Finland.; Hungary; Portugal i Gpain i Turkey) • 

16.3.7. This should be considered. an important project (Byelorussian SSR; 
German Democratic Republiq Netherlancls). 

16.3.8. Great importance \'las attached. to this project (Netherland.s; 
Romania). 

\vorl~ area J-6. 4. : Research and development 

16 .4.1. This should. be consid.ered an important project (Byelorussian SSR). 
Particular interest v1as expressed. in the work resulting from 
this project (S>·Ii tzerland.). 

16.4.2. The great importance and. relevance of this project >vas emphasized 
(Byelorussian SSR, Finland.; German Democratic Republici 
Netherland.s5 Romania; Gpain; ~.Mi tzerland). 

This should. be consiclered. an important project (Romania). The 
-vmrk clone by other international organizations should. be taken 
into account (8-v1i tzerland). 

This should be considered. a relevant project (Ilulgaria; Romania). 

278. At its h1elfth meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional 
Comnii ttee~ the Commission ad.opted. its d.ecision on the I'JCE follov1-up to the 
United Nations Water Conference. (For the textj see Chapter IV, decision E(XXXIII)). 
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279. For the consideration of this i tern of the agenda 1·rhich took place in the 
Plenary the Commission had before it the report of the Committee on the 
Development of Trade on its t\fen ty-siJcth ses sian (ECE/TRADE/128) and a note by 
the Executive Secretary (E/ECE/939) supplementing, with particular reference to 
the development of industrial co-operation, the information contained in the 
Committee's report and in his note on concentration and integration of the 
Commission 1 s programme of >vork 1vi th particular attention to trade-related 
activities (E/ECE/934). 

280. Almost all delegations took part in the ensuing debate on the development of 
trade and industrial co-operation. Many delegations described recent and 
prospective developments in their trade 9 vri th particular reference to their 
exchanges with countries having different economic and social systems. It 1vas 
generally agreed that the 1vorlc of the Commission and its Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies, notably the Committee on the Development of Trade, vras practical and 
constructive, and many delegations stressed that the principal concern of this 
work should be to promote the development of east->·rest trade and to identify and 
remove obstacles thereto. Some delegations maintained that more attention should 
be devoted to trade policy issues, particularly at a time 1-Then protectionist 
tendencies and a slo1-Ting dovm in the process of liberalization were observable, 
>•ri th a view to creating more favourable conditions for the development of trade 
and industrial co-operation. These delegations stressed the importance of the 
elimination of all discriminatory measures and in this conteJct one delegation 
urged the full implementation of the existing contractual obligations to this 
effect. The representative of the European Economic Community reiterated the 
basic Community concept of not resorting to the above-mentioned protectionist 
tendencies in spite of some difficulties, and e~cpressed the intention of the 
Community to maintain and further develop traditional relations 1vith its trade 
partners. The representative of the CTI1EA Secretariat emphasized, in the context 
of the implementation of the provisions of the Final Act, the steady development 
of equitable and mutually advantageous co-operation between illlliA and Finland, and 
referred to the continued initiative of ill1EA and of ill1EA member countries with 
regard to EEC and EEC member countries aimed at the conclusion of an agreement on 
basic principles of mutual relations. 

281. Referring to longer-term perspectives, a number of delegations comn1ented on 
the need for further study, and research by the secretariat, regarding the 
adjustment of productive and export structures necessary to achieve an optimal 
pattern of specialization anc.1. co-operation in intra-regional trade. liany 
delegations welcomed the decision by the Committee on the Development of Trade to 
convene a meeting of trade e~cperts to prepare a contribution on the trade 
dimensions of the Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990. 

282. Many delegations referred to the conclusion of new long-term agreements and 
programmes on trade and economic co-operation, stressed the stabilizing effects 
of such agreements, and commentec1 on the favourable results of the >vork of Joint 
Commissions set up under their auspices. Interest was express eel in the outcome of 
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the extended experimental run to assess whether a multilateral system of 
notifications of la'i·rs and regulations concerning foreign trade and changes therein 
(11UNOSYST) 'ivould be practicable and desirable. The need to vrork closely with 
other international organizations active in this field, to obtain the advice of 
experts on information transmission and retrieval, and to ascertain the views of 
users of such information was stressed. 

283. The identification, in the Inventory draim up by the Committee, of all kinds 
of obstacles to the development of trade among ECE member countries, especially 
those affecting the balance of advantages in east-west trade, and an agreement on "-
measures to reduce or progressively eliminate them was considered by many 
delegations to be a task of the utmost importance. Some delegations stressed that 
the -vrork of the ad hoc Heeting on the inventory of all kinds of obstacles to trade 
must first of all concentrate its attention on working out practical measures 
leading to the elimination of the obstacles of discriminatory character. The 
representative of the EEC said that the elimination of obstacles to trade should 
be a pragmatic, progressive and parallel process, The hope vTas ividely expressed 
that the ad hoc 1·1eeting on the inventory of all kinds of obstacles to trade, to be 
held in September 1978, would result in practical measures leading to the 
reduction or elimination of such obstacles. 

284. The development of market information, marketing techniques and improved 
business contacts was considered by many delegations to be an im,portant task. It 
was noted that the Fourth Seminar on East-\·vest Trade Promotion, 11Iarketing and 
Business Contacts had been a useful contribution to this aim; it was further 
suggested that topics chosen for future Seminars -beginning with the Fifth 
Seminar, to be held early in 1979 - should be narrower in scope so as to allovr 
for a more concentrated exchange of vievrs on market problems of general concern, 
including those of particular interest to ECE member countries which were 
developing from the economic point of view. Other delegations pointed out that 
the result of the future seminar depended upon a topic which must be of interest 
to all ECE member countries. As regards the kinds of basic economic and commercial 
information necessary to improve conditions for the development of trade, it was 
suggested by some delegations that a study of information requirements could be a 
promising approach. The delegation of Switzerland, recalling its proposition made 
in this regard during the twenty-si•~th session of the Committee, underlined the 
desirability of treating the question of development of the exchange of 
information in the future in a more dynamic and systematic fashion, in order to 
enhance the promotion of trade and industrial co-operation. The representative 
of the EEC supported the position e=~pressed by Switzerland. Some delegations 
made reference to the need to harmonize and align statistical nomenclatures. The 
delegations of Austria, Italy and Norway suggested that attention should be paid 
to specific measures intended to facilitate business contacts, in particular for 
small- and medium-sized enterprises. The delegation of Poland stated that it 
would present at a later date specific proposals for strengthening co-operation 
bet1-reen business organizations and the ECE. 

285. The positive role of industrial co-operation in the development of trade 
between countries of the re2ion was stressed by many delegations. Several 
delegations pointed out that industrial co-operation, by providing for long-term 
and more stable relationships between co-operating parties, had made it possible 
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in recent years to lessen the negative impact on the development of east··Hest 
trade of the lm·r level of economic activity in many EC:C countries. Some 
delegations dreu attention to the emergence ancl.. development of ne1v forms of 
industrial co-operation~ such as tripartite co-operation on third marketsj 
especially in developing countries. Several delegations pointed out that the 
principal tasl~ of the :CCE vras the promotion of the development of trade and 
industrial co-operation bet>·reen east and >·rest and stressed that large scale 
projects on a compensatory basis for the e:~ploi tation of natural resources in 
member countries of the EC:C 1·ras regarded as indicating a positive trend tmrarc1s 
more intensive and more far-reaching forms of co-operation. Several other 
delegations~ however 9 although advocating the promotion of east·-l·rest trade anc1 
industrial co-operation, stated that they vrere not satisfied vri th the results to 
date of co~pensatory projects nor so encouraged about future prospects of such 
projects, One delegation noted vri th satisfaction that the majority of industrial 
co-operation contracts that had been concluded by the enterprises of its country 
had been in such relatively dynamic sectors as chemistry, mechanical and 
electrical engineering. The delegation of Bulgaria informed the Conmission of 
some measures of a legal character undertaken by its Government to cree.te more 
favourable financial~ credit and tariff conditions for the e:~pansion of industrial 
co-operation vli th 1vestern partners. 

286, The evolution of industrial co-operation vras not j ho'\vever, in the vieH of a 
number of delegationsj proceeding as fast as the economic complementarities 
bet1.reen member countries of the reeion made possible. For that reason, it Has 
sugeested that the Committee along >·ri th other Principal Subsidiary Bodies should 
pay greater attention to specific measures El.iming at creating favourable conditions 
for the further development of industrial co-operation, including the possible 
conclusion of agreements in that field. Some delegations pointed out that the 
Final Act of the CSC:C contained a number of specific provisions uhose 
implementation "\·rould encourage the development of indc.~strial co-operation in the 
:CCE region. 

287. Commenting on specific activities aimed at promoting industrial co-operation, 
several delegations expressed their s1..1pport for the vrork already carried out by 
the :CCE. They also noted that there was a need to improve dissemination anc1 
exchange of information regarding inc1ustrie.l co-operation at both the bil8.ter8,l 
and the multilateral levels. Some delegations spoke in favour of a proposal 
concerning the setting up under the auspices of the EC:C of a nEuropean Industrial 
Co-operation Centre''. The delegation of llomania, suggestedj in this conne:don, 
that the Executive Secretary should bring up to date the feasibility study on the 
establishment of an industrial co-operation centre and convene an ad hoc meeting 
to consider the revised feasibility study, Other delegations, vrhile sharing the 
view that there was a need for a 1-rider e~:change of information in this field, 
stated that it I'Tould be preferable to make fuller use of existing institutions. 

288. Reviewing prospects for the further development of industrial co-operation, 
several delegations pointed out that further progress vras dependent on creatine 
appropriate conditions of financing and payments. A number of c1elegations noted 
that transactions based on compensation agreements had increased in recent years 
and that this type of business relationship played a positive role in the 
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development of east-vest industrial co-operation. Other delegations~ ivhile noting 
that trade on a compensatory basis could, under certain conditions, be of benefit 
to all parties involved, referred to the difficulties created by this type of 
settlement - particularly for small- and medium-sized enterprises - and e~qJressed 
concern at the increasing number of countertrade arrangements. 

289. The need to undertake further research on the most suitable financial 
conditions for the development of common projects and industrial co-operation in 
a long-term perspective i·ras stressed by a number of delegations, ;·rhich commented 
on the suggestions put foruard by the secretariat in the note entitled "Some means 
of improving the financing of east-west industrial co-operation" (TRADE/R.355). 
These delegations endorsed the decision of the Committee on the Development of 
Trade at its tiventy-sixth session by ivhich the Committee invited the secretariat 
to prepare, where necessary~ studies identifying all kinds of obstacles to the 
development of common projects and industrial co-operation~ including those 
obstacles uhich might arise in the financial field and the appropriate means of 
overcoming them. 

290. Other delegations noted that the Final Act provided quite a number of 
specific replies to the question of hoi'r more favourable conditions for industrial 
co-operation could be established. The relevant provisions should be put into 
practice first~ and e:~isting institutions and instruments should be developed and 
utilized more efficiently before nei·r promotion schemes i·rere initiated in a 
multilateral framevrork. 

291. r.fany delegations expressed their support for the activities of the "~:Jorking 
Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures and its Groups of Experts. 
It uas noted that the technical and legal problems posed by the increasing use of 
electronic and other means of automatic data processing by national Customs 
authorities required that national experts participate fully in the development of 
ECE-recommended standards in this field. One delegation stressed that more 
publicity should be given to ECE uork on the facilitation of international trade 
procedures. 

292. Several delegations stated that the preparation of the 11anual on licensing 
procedures and related aspects of technology transfer was expected to be a 
useful contribution to the further development of trade and industrial 
co-operation by systematizing lmm·rledge of the most appropriate procedures used 
nationally and internationally. A n~®ber of delegations reported that their 
national chapters formin{I part of the lianual were under active preparation. 

293. Some delegations expressed the vieH that ECE activities, including those of 
the Committee, should be more oriented tm·rards the trade problems specific to the 
member countries of the ECE i·rhich vrere developing from the economic point of vie;v 
and commented favourably on the studies under uay on the economic consequences of 
temporary labour migration in the ECE region. Other delegations said that stress 
should continue to be placed on trade problems v·rhich vrere of concern to all ECE 
countries~ and that the main task of the Commission should be problems of 
co-operation between east and west. 
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Foll01v-up action to the relevant Commission decisions 

Contribution of the Commission to the pr~llarati_sms for 
the United Nations Conference on Science and 

Technolo,rz. for Development 
---agenda item 7 (a))-. -

294. This item was allocated by the Plena~J for preliminary consideration in the 
Sessional Committee. It 1·ras considered together 1'li th the report of the Senior 
Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology (ECE/SC.TJJCH/15). The 
Sessional Committee also had before it for the consideration of this item the 
report by the E~:ecutive Secretary on the implementation of 
Commission decision A (XXXII) (E/ECE/940 and Add.l) and the report of the special 
session of the Senior Advisers to prepare regional activities in conneJdon with 
the UNCSTD (SC.TECH/AC.l0/2). . 

295. Delegations expressed unanimous support for the Conference and considered 
that it could play a major role in iclentifying specific measures Hhich could be 
taken aimed at the more effective application of science and technology for 
development. They also considered that the Conference would be of value to both 
the region as a 1·rhole in helping to strengthen intra-regional co-operation and -Go 

c.. developing countries in bringing to bear the collective eJ~perience of the 
countries of the ECE region to the universal problems of development. 

296. Delegations considered the regional meeting, to take place in Bucharest 
(Romania) from 26 to 30 June 1978 1 as being a very important stace in the 
preparations for the Conference. In this regard, several delegations expressed 
their appreciation of the >vork of the Government of Romania to ensure the success 
of the regional meeting. 

297. The delegation of Romania emphasized that the regional meeting, although 
taking place under the aegis of the ECE, should not be considered as a regular 
ECE meeting but rather as an important stage in the ascending preparatory process 
in the elaboration of specific reco~nendations at the national, regional and 
international levels to be includecl in the prosramme of action of the Conference. 
Recalling the fact that particular problems Here faced by the member countries of 
the ECE which were developing from the economic point of vieH, the Romanian 
delegation expressed the hope that the regional meeting, by focusing attention on 
recommendations .for action relevant to science and technology issues of concern 
to member countries, such as access to modern science achievements and the 
implementation of a broad transfer of teclmology, '"'ould make a substantial 
contribution to the Conference. The delegation of Yueoslavia supported the 
above statement of the Romanian delegation. In vie\'f of the critical importance 
of the regional meeting in Bucharest, the delegation of Romania stressed the need 
to ensure participation at ministerial or other high policy-malcing level 1 in 
conformity with the relevant provision of resolution 2 (II) of the UI:TCSTD 
Preparatory Committee. 

298. The delegation of Austria expressecl satisfaction 1·ri th preparations for the 
regional meeting in Bucharest and also for the Conference to be helcL in Vienna 
in 1979. 
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299. The delegation of the Federal RepubUc of Germany, speaking on behalf of the 
:european Economic Community, stressed the importance of the results e.chieved o,t 
the tHo meetings of the Senior Advisers to :CC:C Governments on Science ancl 
Technolosy and in particular of the guidelines for the preparation of the 
ECE contribution to the Conference, It ngree<l, in principle, that the forthcoming 
regional meeting in Blwharest should Hhenever possible e.im nt the elaboration of 
recommenclations for a progr2.mme of o,ction at the national, regional and 
international levels ;·.ri thol'.t losinG si&ht of the needs of the :CCE re@ion. In the 
vievr of the Europee.n Economic Community, representation at the respective 
meetin&s should be at a decision-making level. The Canadian delegation considered 
the,t the main objective of the regional meeting ;roulcl lJe to produce e.n agreed 
regional paper for the Conference, n paper uhich 1rould contain certain lJroposals 
for the notion plan to follo>v the Conference. Accordinsly, the Canadian 
delegation vim-reel the reeional meeting as a Harking meeting and consiclerecl, as 
stated by the representative of the :CEC, that the level of representation should 
be at the appropriate level for this purpose rather than at the ministerial level. 

300. Referrinc to the regional paper to be submitted by the secretariat in draft 
form to the regional meeting, the delegations of Bulgaria ancl Hungary stress eel 
the need for the paper to reflect the special characteristics of the region and, 
in particular, the present Gituation in east-1·mst scientific anc.l technological 
co-operation in the region and the elimination of obstacles in this field as 
envisaged by the relevant provisions of the Final Act of the CSC:C. The 
United States clelegatio4 stressed the need for the secretariat to ensure that the 
draft regional paper be circulated to capitals not later than the 15 Jlfay 1978 
target date. 

301. Commenting on the preparation of recommenclatioi1S for action at the national, 
regional and international levels 1vhich may be e~:pected to result from the 
regional meeting, and more particularly to the informal consultations on that 
subject Hhich the secretariat proposed to hold in lfay 1978 ~ the delegation of 
Italy stressed the responsibility of Governments themselves in formulating 
recommendations both in their national papers and at the Bucharest meeting. 

302. A draft decision on the contribution of the Commission to the preparations 
for the United Nations Conference on the Application of Science and Technology for 
Development (UNOSTD), submitted by the delegations of .1\.ustria, France, Greece, 
Italy, Halta, Portugal, Romania, Spain, SHeden, Turkey, the United Kingdom and 
Yugoslavia, was adopted by the Conwission at its thirteenth meeting. (For the 
text, see Chapter rJ, decision F (X}~XIII)). 

303. For the consideration of this item, the Commission had before it the 
E;:ecutive Secretary 1 s report E/ECE/941 Hhich Has prepared pursuant to operative 
paragraph 6 of Commission decision B (XXXII) and contained an account of action 
trucen in the implementation of this decision. 

304. l!any delegations commented on this subject d·uring the general discussion 
under items 4 and 5. An account of their corunents may be found in paragraph 75 
above. 
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305. Delegations spealdng on this subject un¢ler agenda item 7 (b) comrnended the 
Executive Secretary for the steps he had trucen to implement Commission 
decision B (~DOCII) as reportecl in document E/ECE/941. They noted ivi th approval 
the assessment made by the E:::ecutive Secretary and the lines of action he 
sugGested. They made reference to the Seminar on Selected. vlater :C1roblems to be 
held in ~-ial ta in June 1978 and commented favourably on the activities of the 
Committee on Housing~ Building and Planning~ on action pursued in the field of 
tourism and environment, on co-operation betueen the Senior Advisers to ECE 
Governments on Environmental Problems and UNEP as a follov·r-up to the Barcelona 
Convention; and on the vrork of the Committee on the Development of Trade, in 
particular the economic prolJlems of temporary migration. 

306. They considered that the ECE should give a neiv impulse to this co-operation 
and support alJ. initiatives and projects in uhich countries of the Necli terranean 
area participated. They stressed the role vrhich the Commisoion could play in 
contributing to the meeting to be held in Valetta (:Halta) in 1979 as decidecl in 
Belgrade, H i·ras suggested in this conne:::ion, that the ECE secretariat should 
identify measures aimed e.t promoting concrete initiatives of mutually advantageous 
co-operation. 

307. A draft decision on economic co-operation in the Hediterranean in the light 
of the Final Act of the CSCE, submitted by the delegations of Cyprus, Greece, 
Italy, ~-1al ta, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Turkey and Yugoslavia, Has adoptecl by the 
Commission at its thirteenth meeting. (For the te:d see Chapter rJ, 
decision G (XJ~XIII)). 

308. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the 
Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/942 prepared pursuant to operative paragraph 2 
of Commission decision C (XXXII), paragraph 2 of Hhich describes the action tru~en 
for the implementation of that decision. 

309. An account of comments macle by delegations during the general discussion 
under items 4 and 5 on this subject may be found in paragraph 76 above. 

Problems of land use and land-use planning 
in the E~E re~on 

(agenda i tern 7 (d)) 

310. In considering this item i·rhich i·ras allocated by the Plenary for discussion in 
the Sessional Committee~ delegations had before them the Executive Secretary'o 
report E/ECE/943 on implementation of Commission decision E (XXXII) and the 
report (ECE/AC.6/2) of the ad hoc consultative meeting of governmental e::perts on 
land use and land-use· planning, convened in Harch 1978 in accordance 'l·ri th the 
provisions of the decision. 

311. Host delegations agreed that land-use planning vras an essential element of 
economic, social, demographic and environmental policies. Critical problems arose 
due to the intrinsically limited. nature of the land resource and the increasing 
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conflicts between types of demand, such as between rural uses (e.g. agriculture 
and forestry) and essentially urban uses (e.g. expansion of cities~ transport and 
communication systems and recreation). The complexity of land-use problems 
necessitated an integrated and multi-disciplinary approach. All countries could 
benefit from an international exchange of information and experience in dealing 
with these problems. 

312. Delegations \'lelcomed the results of the ad hoc consultative meeting and 
endorsed its recommendations. They stressed the importance of the work on 
particular land-use problems i'lhich i'las already in hand under the auspices of ECE 9 

notably on land-use policies~ with particular reference to housing and related 
services (Committee on Housing, Building and Planning), on integrated physical, 
socio-economic and environmental planning (Committee on Housing 9 Building and 
Planning, Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems) and on 
regional and land-use statistics (Conference of European Statisticians). 
Delegations agreed that reliable 9 comprehensive and comparable statistics on 
land-use patterns in the region would greatly facilitate international co-operation 
on land-use problems. 

313. In view of the complex and inter-disciplinary nature of land-use problems 
and the fact that work "\vas already in progress vri thin ECE, many delegations 
supported the proposal of the ad hoc consultative meeting that the ~cecutive 
Secretary review and analyse activities within ECE which were closely related to 
land use and land-use planning 9 with a view to suggesting, if necessary, 
modifications to the ECE programme of work. Delegations also stressed that all 
vrork undertaken, including the proposed study of the implications for land use of 
the demographic and socio-economic developments forecast in the Overall Economic 
Perspective for the ECE region, should be approached in a multi-disciplinary 
manner. 

314. The delegation of Denmark 1J} considered that the responsibility for 
identifying the possibility of improved co-ordination on land-use matters within 
ECE should be left to the Principal Subsidiary Bodies, and that there was as yet 
no need to suggest any institutional change 1·ri thin the machinery or structure of 
ECE; the holding of the ad hoc meeting and the discussion of its recommendations 
by the Sessional Committee would be sufficient to alert the Principal Subsidiary 
Bodies to the need to give appropriate attention to land-use aspects in drawing up 
their Hork programmes. 

315. The delegation of the German Democratic Republic suggested that 
consideration also be given to problems of reclaiming of former mining areas for 
agricultural 9 forestry and recreation purposes. 

]]} It should be noted that the delegation of Denmark expressed the vieivs of 
the European Economic Community. 
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316. The delegations of Portugal, Spain? Turkey and Romania drevr attention to the 
need to truce into account the specific land-use patterns of particular areas. 
They suggested that certain land-use problems of south European countries which 
were developing from an economic point of view should be given due consideration 
within the programme of work to enable those countries too to benefit from the 
work undertrucen. 

317. The delegation of Romania, supported by the delegations of Portugal and 
Spain? while endorsing the suggestions of the ad hoc meeting? considered that the 
draft decision contained in E/ECE/943 1vas a minimum and should be expanded to 
refer to soil conservation aspects; a more general appeal should be included 1 

which would draw the attention of member Governments to the need to adopt 
adequate land management and soil conservation measures; in addition, the 
Commission should recommend to member Governments to intensify co-operation? 
through their competent institutions and research centres as well as through 
specialists; the Commission might also recommend that member Governments consider 
the possibility of establishing regional and sub-regional centres or programmes 
for the exchange of technical information and co-operation~ with particular 
reference to the conditions in southern Europe. The delegation stressed that the 
proposals~ if accepted~ i·rould not place any further burden on the resources 
available to the secretariat. The delegation of Portugal attached special 
importance to the development of programmes of exchange of information and 
technical co-operation. 

318. The delegation of Turkey supported the idea of carrying out a, 
multi-disciplinary~ multi-sectoral study of the problems 1 which should in 
particular examine the implications for land use of the demographic and 
socio-economic developments forecast in the Overall Economic Perspective for the 
ECE region. 

319. The delegation of the United States considered that the objectives of the 
multi-disciplinary seminar discussed at the meeting had been too vague. Although 
aware of the importance of an inter-disciplinary approach to land-use problems, it 
preferred more focused approaches to the subject. 

320. The delegation of Finland stated that a truly multi-disciplinary approach to 
land-use planning had become both necessary and urgent. This delegation felt that 
the conclusions and suggestions formulated by the ad hoc consultative meeting were 
realistic and represented a minimum line of action. 

321. A draft decision on problems of land use and land-use planning in the ECE 
region 1 submitted by the delegations of Greece~ Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Romania, Spain 1 S1veden~ Turkey and Yugoslavia~ 1vas adopted by the Commission at its 
thirteenth meeting. (For the text see Chapter IV, decision H (XXXIII)). 

Dissemination of information 
(agenda item 7 (e)) 

322. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the 
Executive Secretary 1 s note E/ECE/944 on the action trucen by the Commission 1 s 
Subsidiary Bodies pursuant to Commission decision F (XXXII). 

323. The Commission tool;: note of document E/ECE/944· 
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The Overall Economic Perspective 
for the ECE Region u1 to 1990 

(agenda item 7 f)) 

324. This item was considered together with item 4 (f) of the agenda (see 
paragraphs 230-240 above). 

General energy problems in the ECE region 
(agenda item 7 (g)) 

325. This item was allocated by the Plenary to the Sessional Committee for 
preliminary consideration. The Committee had before it document E/ECE/946 -
General Energy Problems in the ECE region -~ prepared by the Executive Secretary 
pursuant to decision H (XXXII)~ the report of the Ad hoc Meeting on Nevr Issues 
affecting the Energy Economy of the ECE Region in the Medium and Long Term and on 
Problems of Energy Economy and Efficiency (ECE/AC.5/2)~ and the preliminary version 
of the study prepared by the Executive Secretary on "New Issues affecting the 
Energy Economy of the ECE Region in the r1edium and Long Term" (ECE(XXXIII)/2 and 
Addenda). 

326. In his introductory statement 1 the Executive Secretary said that energy 
questions had become one of the most important areas of concern for ECE Governments. 
In his view~ this critical importance called for more permanent and systematic 
arrangements for dealing with general energy problems in the framework of ECE 1 and 
for an adaptation of its vrork programme. The study on "New Issues 11 had identified 
various areas of co-operation within ECE~ with potentially far-reaching 
implications for future energy demand and supply 1 which had been translated into 
the draft programme of work on general energy problems (E/ECE/946 1 Annex I). He 
drew particular attention to the activities on energy conservation 1 the preparation 
of a comprehensive ECE energy balance model for future years~ the ECE Energy 
Central File and the proposed Seminar on the Comparative Merits of Centralized and 
Decentralized Energy Supply Strategies. In the area of industrial co-operation~ 
the secretariat was undertrucing a survey with a view to identifying projects 
suitable for enhanced east-west trade and international co-operation. The 
Executive Secretary felt the need for the Commission to assume a more active role 
also with respect to co-operative research and to unconventional £orms o£ energy. 
vlhilst this programme might appear ambitious in some respects~ it should be 
realized that it would be implemented with the assistance of virtually all 
sectoral bodies of the Commission, and that it could be managed with existing 
staff resources. He expressed the hope that the Commission would give clear and 
affirmative guidance to this important activity~ designed to contribute to the 
solution of problems of critical importance to the region. 

327. The delegations vrhich took part in :he discussion concurred in considering 
energy as one of the most critical factors for the economic and social development 
of the region and of the world. Delegations said that the urgency and grave 
implications of the newly emerging problems had attracted priority attention in 
national policies and international fora. The view was expressed that the time 
had come to intensify intergovernmental co-operation within ECE in this field. 
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Delegations considered it desirable to e::plore new approaches to the formulation 
and implementation of such co-operation including a further concentration and 
integration of the activities of the Commission with regard to the various sectors 
of the energy economy. It vras vri th these considerations in mincl that all 
delegations welcomed the suggestions of the E~:ecutive Secretary as highly 
stimulating, constructive and realistic. 

328. In the ensuing discussion, delegations addressed the implementation of 
Commission decision H (XXXII) particularly the study on "lifei'r Issues" the draft 
programme of work~ calendar of meetings and >·rork methods. 

329. Delegations took note >Ti th appreciation of the implementation of Commission 
decision H (XXXII). The reports of the ad hoc meetings on the 11 Preparation of 
the Study on New Issues affecting the Energy Economy of the ECE Region in the 
Medium and Long Term" (ECE/AC. 4/2) 1 and on "Nevr Issues affecting the Energy 
Economy of the ECE Region in the Medium and Long Term and on Problems of Energy 
Economy and Efficiency" (ECE/AC.5/2) respectively 1 met with approval. 

330. Particular appreciation vras expressed w·i th regard to the study on nuevr Issues". 
The Romanian delegation Hhich reported on the commitment of its Government to 
international co-operation projects in the energy field, felt that the study had 
been prepared at the right moment. The Hungarian delegation said that in view of 
the importance of the study 1 it lTaS being translated into Hungarian. The 
delegation of the United States characterized the study as a valuable initial 
effort and suggested that its completion precede and provide the foundation for 
any additional work by the Commission in the general energy field. This 
delegation, as well as the delegation of :Belgium l§/ appealed to countries 1vho had. 
not yet replied to the related questionnaire to do so before the completion of the 
study. 

331. The delegation of the USSR regretted·the late availability of the study in 
Russian, and reserved its country's position as to the final evaluation of the 
study. The delegation of the United States regretted that the draft study had 
reported little on the effects of the energy crisis on eastern countries. The 
Spanish delegation felt that the time horizon of the study (1990 to 2000) 
precluded an appropriate appraisal of the role which unconventional forms of 
energy would have to play in the long term; this delegation which reported also 
on the present reformulation of the energy policy in Spain 1 felt that the 
availability of uranium might prove a lesser constraint than anticipated in the 
study, particularly taking into account new deposits and technologies. The Polish 
delegation was looking forvrard to the early publication of the study in full. 

332. vli th regard to the future activities of the Commission in the general energy 
field, delegations indicated their continued willingness to share vieivS and 
experience and to explore possibilities for further intergovernmental co-operation. 
The delegation of Yugoslavia declared its general approval i'lith the draft 

W Whenever in the follOiving paragraphs the delegation of :Belgium is 
mentioned, it should be noted that it e~~pressed the viei'Ts of the European Economic 
Community. 
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programme of ,:rork as contained iri document E/ECE/946; this delegation felt· that 
the draft programme did not overlap uith the activities of other Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies and stressed that energy vras a pressing \vorld problem and that 
due account should be taken of this fact in planning future co-operation Hithin 
the framework of the ECE. The USSR delegation found the draft prograJnme 
constructive and could agree to it as long as it was implemented under the direct 
control of the Commission i it >muld require reconsideration if a permanent body 
on general energy questions. \-ras created so as to safeguard the Commission's 
co-ordinating function. The delegations of the United States~ Sweden, Hungary and 
the USSR felt that the draft programme tended to be ambitious and suggested that 
the secretariat establish priorities. The delegation of Belgium also felt that 
the work programme ,;,a.s too ambitious and suggested that if a ne1·r subsidiary body 
for general energy questions >-ras created~ it would be useful for such a body to 
discuss the vrork programme further. The following specific comments on the draft 
programme of >mrk >vere made ; 

Hork area 1 g Medium and lorig-term trends and perspectives. 

In the vie\-r of the delegation of Belgium, the projects listed were 
important and appeared appropriate for consideration by the 
Commissions the projects entitled "Perspectives of the demand for 
energy for non-energy purposes" and "Appraisal of demand in the 
transport and chemical industry sectors and alternative sources for 
meeting this demand" appeared to fall primarily under the purvie>·r 
of the Chemical Industry Conwittee and of the Inland Transport 
Committee, respectively. Among the projects listed, the follm·ring 
1-rere mentioned as being of particular interest: 

- energy demand and supply in the medium and long term (Turkey) 

· - medium and long-term policies and programmes (Austria) 

- development of a comprehensive ECE energy balance model for 
future years (Austria; United States; Yugoslavia) 

- comparative merits of centralized and decentralized energy 
supply strategies (Austria; Hungary; Spain) 

Work area 2: Current developments and prospects including international trade 

In the view of the delegation of Belgium, the i~plementation of .this 
work area 1vould require adequate contributions from Governments. The 
delegations of Hungary and Turkey qualified this 1-1ork area as of 
particular relevance. 

\•lork area 3: Energy conservation 

Delegations accorded this 1mrk area high priority~ particularly the 
projects: 

- exchanges of information and vievrs on measures adopted. or envisaged 
to achieve greater energy economy and ~f£iciency and on the results 
of energy conservation policies (Turkey) 



Work area 4~ 

E/1978}47 
E/ECE/960 
page 95 

combined production of electric power and heat (United States) 

- conservation aspects of the development and application of new 
techniques for the transformation of primary energy, such as coal 
gasification and liquefaction (Austria; Turkey) 

-modelling studies·and their conclusions on energy conservation. 

The following topics were suggested for inclusion in this work area~ 

- rational use of solid wastes (Spain) 

- relevant recommendations of the ECJTI Seminar on "The Impact of 
Energy considerations on the Planning ~a Development of Human 
Settlements" (Otta>va, Canada, October 1977) (Canada) 

Selected economic, technological and environmental problems 

In viei'T of the important role played by private industry in the 
market economy countries of the ECE region, the Belgian c1elegation 
felt that it vrould be very difficult for the Commission to play a 
useful role 1·ri th regard to section 1 "Industrial co-operation in the 
energy field", project 2a "Comparative revie'iv of national energy 
research and development programmes and identification of selected 
areas of co-operation" and project 2b "Transport and ~rartsmission 
problems arising from long distances"; the latter project might be 
pursued by the sectoral committees concerned. Section 3 entitled 
"Unconventional forms of energy" might require an excessive use of 
the limited staff resources of the Commission. The suggested 
activities under section 4 entitled "Environmental issues" should be 
handled in a 'i·tay to avoid duplication of work 'i·Ji th other Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies. High priority was accorded to the following 
projectsg 

- industrial co-operation (Hungary) 

- joint development, interconnexion and operation of energy supply 
netvmrks (Turkey; Austria~ Poland) 

- co-operation on selected research areas (Turkey) 

- unconventional forms of energy (Hungaryi Spaini Turkey) 

- land use and energy policies (Turkey) 

The Polish delegation suggested that attention be devoted to the 
realization of important joint investment projects. 
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Uork area 5 g }'[ethodology, statistics and i_nformation 

The suggested activities met vri th general approval. The Spanish 
delegation suggested. the e:dension of the ECE Energy Central File into 
unconventional forms of energy 1 and the inclusion of the topic 
11 Public opinion and energy policies 1 particularly \·ri th regard to the 
nuclear component 11 • 

33). The delegation of Austria suggested that the discussions held at the Belgrade 
Heeting, vri th regard to energy, should not be entirely lost in the formulation of 
the ECE vrork programme in the general energy field. This delegation suggested the 
follmdng topics for consideration: 

- establishment of an energy balance; 

- investigation of the opportunities for a joint exploitation of the energy 
resources available in the retion on the basis of international arrangements, 

- the effects of intensified co-operation in the field of energy on the 
e:cpansion of in trare(3'ional trade; 

- development of projects for industrial collaboration on projects of common 
interest in the sphere of the prospection and exploitation of conventional 
energy sources~ 

- co-operation in the development 1 improvement and planning of international 
transmission and transport systems for oil, gas, coal and electricity 1 in 
particular, the establishment of a European network for the supply of gas; 

-provisions for alternatives against the possibility of the exhaustion of 
existing sources of energy imports (e.g. oil and change-over in good time to 
ne>•T technologies) • 

systems-analysis evaluation of further technical and economic prospects of 
alternative energy sources for energy supplies, 

- exchange of ideas on the future development of nuclear energy, European 
lJrospects for the establishment of nuclear povrer parks; pertinent land use 
problems, particularly in border areas; recovery installations and vraste 
disposal facilities; alternatives to nuclear fission? 

discussion of the possibilities for agreement on provisions guaranteeing 
fair and equal commercial competition, concerning uniform levels of 
efficiency for equipment and installations using energy, concerning the 
maximum permissible energy consumption for specific purposes, concerning the 
ma~dmum permissible emissions of pollutants by energy-producing and 
consuming equipment 1 etc. 

334. Concerning the provisional calendar of meetings and seminars in the general 
energy field during 1970-1979 (E/ECE/9·16, Annex II) ft1.ll approval was expressed by 
most delegations. 

335. Concerning vrork methods, the Yugoslav delegation felt that there uas an urgent 
need to reconsider the means of co-operation bet1·reen ECE member States in the 
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general energy field; it referred to the proposal of the USSR for holc1ing an 
all-European Congress on Energy; it did not consider it necessary for the time 
being to institutionalize activities in the general energy field. The Austrian 
dele;S"ation considered it indispensalJle for intensified co-operation to be examined 
by a special body dealing e::clusively i·Ti th general energy matters. The Romanian 
delegation said that the enhanced role of ECE in this field required a permanent 
and systematic basis; the time vras ripe to discuss energy problems in the 
frame1vork of a high-level meetincs on energy as proposed by the USSR. The Turkish 
delegation vrelcomed the idea of establishing a permanent body \1i thin :CCE dealing 
systematically vri th general energy questiono. In the vie\v of the Polish delegation, 
the time for decisions on nevr multilateral approaches hac1 come Hhich might be taken 
at a higher~ intergovernmental level as proposed by the USSR; the establishment of 
a new Principal Subsidiary Body miaht prove advisable~ but both substantial and 
institutional questions ivould have to be clarified. The Spanish d.elegation Has 
examining -vri th interest the creation of a permanent body dealinB 1·ri th energy 
questions on the understanding that it uould not produce financial implications nor 
duplication of worl~. The Belgian delegation could agree to a proposal for setting 
up such a body 1·rhich might e:~chan{Se information, vieHs and experience and define the 
tasks vrhich ECE miBht usefully undertccke or pursue in this field. The S\'rec1ish 
delegation -vras prepared to sup11ort a body on general energy questions on the 
understanding that it I'TOuld leac1 to a more rational and efficient handlin(5 of energy 
matters ui thin ECE, that it ;"roulc1 have a co-ordinatin(5 role and, in consultation 
1vi th other Principal Subsidiary Bodies, further elaborate the 11ork programme in 
this field. 

336. The Hungarian delegation uhich associated itself l'li th the USSR propooals for 
the holding of an all-European Congress on Energy 1 vras in principle not opposed to 
the creation of a perma,nent body if it vrould contribute to the preparation of such 
a Congress. The USSR delegation vievred the proposal for setting up a permanent body 
in the light of the considerations Hhich vrere at the basis of its mm initiative to 
convene an all-European high-level Congress on energy. The delegation of the 
United States said that there should be no link betiveen the proposals for setting 
up a permanent body and for convening a high-level meeting on 13eneral energy 
questions; each proposal should be evaluated on its oHn merit. 

Standardization 
(agenda- i tern 7 (h)) 

33'(. This :i.t.Pm >·Tao u] l.ovuted by the Plenary for preliminary consideration in the 
Sussional Committee. The r.0mmi. Hee had lJefore it a note by the Executive Secretary 
on the S11bj ed (E/EUE/947), as vre11 as the report of the Fourth r.Ieeting of 
Government Officials Responsible for Standardizo:tion Policies (ECE/STilliD/16), 

338. The representative of the European Economic Conununity recalled the opinion 
that the creation or rn·umotion of certification arrangements ivhich ivere not basecl 
o:o~., h.::v.~-mvL•..L..""·:.a.. otanc'lFl.l'cls and technical regulations 1·ras not likely to be useful. 
Therefore the logical sequence of -vrork in the Group of Experts uould be to consic1er 
harmonization before certification. Only as regards sectors in which standards and 
technical regulations had been harmonized should the creation of certification 
arrangements and syatems be considered. 

339. Some delegations described steps vJhich had already been taken by their 
Governments to implement ECE recommendations on standardization policies and 
stressed certain aspects of the 1rork - for e:mmple ~ the revie-vr of the JJCE 
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Standardization List - Hhich Here of particular importance to their respective 
Governments. It was sntjgested that the secretariat provide a stunmary of the results 
of ECE standardization efforts in the various member countries. It Has also 
SUGgested that ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies should continue to pay special 
attention to standardization l:lroblemo. 

3/:-0. The importance of closer co-operation betHeen the ECE and other international 
standardizin,g organizations~ notably the me and ISO, \ms stressed by many 
delegations. Representatives of the me and ISO Helcomed the increasin,g interest 
and concern of the ECD and its memi:Jer Governments regardinG matters of 
standardization. Some delo,gations SUGGested that it might l:Je desirable to formalize ,.. 
relations bet\-reen the ECE and ISO in this context. The representative of ISO st2.ted 
that his organization Hould e~cplore vri th the Executive Secretary the possibility of 
concluding a co-operation agreement. 

341. At its tvrelfth meeting, acting upon tho recommendation of the Sessional 
Cormni ttee, the Commission aclopted its decision on standardization. (For the text, 
see Chapter IV, decision I (XXXIII)). 

Automation 
(agenda ite1n-7 (i)) 

342. This item uas allocatecl l)y the Plenary for preliminary conoideration to the ·'-~ 

Sessional Committee \·rhich had before it the report of the Executive Secretary on 
automation (E/ECE/948 and Add .1) ancl the report of the sixth session of the 
\"lorking Party on Automation (ECE/AUTOliAT/8), including the proposed future 1)rogramme 
of 1·mrk as recommended by the UorkinG Party. 

343. All delegations participating in the discussion of this item underlined the 
usefulness of the vrork done so far and noted Hith satisfaction that the proposed 
programme of -vrork uas generally in line 1-Ti th the decisions and recommendations of 
the thirty-seconc1 session of the Commission EE1d the Final Act of the CSCE. The 
Government of Denmark uas thanked for the efficient orsanization of the Seminar on 
Industrial Robots and Programmable Logical Controllers, held in Copenhaeen in 1977 
under the auspices of the Uorkinc Party. 

3/:-4. The delegation of France 1:2} referrecl to the terms of reference of the 
vlorking Party on Automation and recallec1 that its objectives Here primarily the 
analysis of economic development and of socio-economic questions resulting from 
automation technology. The delegations of the USSR and Yugoslavia recommended that, 
in vie\·T of the interdisciplinary character of automation activities, closer 
co-operation 1·ri th other international governmental as 1vell as non-governmental 
organizations should be strengthened by the secretariat. Yugoslavia particularly 
stressed the need for co-ordination iTi th UlU]0, 

345, The d.elegation of Hungary also considered a strengthening of the activities of 
the Working Party to be desirable ancl vmlcomed~ in particular, its closer 
co-operation .ili th the ad hoc 1,1eetings of E:~perts on En,gineering Industries. The 

l2./ \·fuenever in the folloHing paragraphs the delegation of France is mentioned, 
it should be noted that it e;~pressed the vimJS of the European Economic Community. 
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delegation of the Byelorussian SSR also consiclered that a development of the 
activities of the '1;/orking Party 1muld foster the implementation of relevant 
decisions as defined in the Final Act of the CSCE. 

346. As regards the current programme of 1·rorl:::: and the methods for its implementation~ 
delegations participating in the discussion gave general support, as defined in the 
report of the si~:th session of the Uorl::::ing Pe,rty (ECE/AUTOU.AT/8 ~ Anne::). The 
delegation of France pointed out that the 1wrkihg pe,rty should talce into account in 
the implementation of its pro(5ramme of uork the resources availalJle to the 
secretariat. The same delegation insisted in particular on the importance of 
annual statistics to be made available by all countries participating in the Hark 
of the Uorking Party on Automation and on the need to analyse the effects of 
technological developments on the relation of co(3ts to production factors. 
Currently available statistics should be evaluated and closer co-operation vri th the 
Conference of European Statisticians should be sought. In this respect, eventual 
joint meetings could be envisaged. 

347. The current periodicity ancL length of meetings vrere deemed appropriate by the 
French delegation. The deleeation of the Germq,n Democratic Republic felt that some 
formulation· of priori ties 1·ri thin the current uork programme should be made. 

348. The delegation of. the Uni tec1 Kingdom referred to the vlide impact of advancec1 
data processing technology in numerous fields~ but that the vlorking Party shoulc1 
restrict the scope of such projects to areas of specific interest to ECE. 

349. The delegation of Czechoslovalcia also stressed the usefulness of study tours 
to be initiated by the \Iorlcing Party on Automation 9 as 'lrrell as the establishment of 
an information exchange system. 

350. The delegation of the USSR referred to the decision of theVlorking Party.that 
all projects proposed and included. in the programme of 1mrk vmuld be the subject of 
a detailed note preparecl.. by individual countries in consultation vri th the 
secretariat. It also reiterated its >villingness to host, at a later stage 9 a 
seminar on comple~c automation in relation uith an international e::hibi tion, 

351. Special interest 1vas expressed by the_ follmving delege,tions in the specific 
items -of the \'forking Party 1 s programme of '\lmrk for 1978-1902: 

v!ork area Ol(E).l: Medium- and I,onJ'2'-term Pers,E_e_ctives 

01 (E) .1.1. France and the USSR 

Ol(E).l.2. USSR 

\vorl:::: area 01 (E). 2; · Current Developments and Prospectf3..L_incl uding International 
Trade 

Ol(E).2.1. France, provided statistical data 'lrrere made available 

Ol(E).2.2. United Kingdom and Hungary 

Uorl:::: area 01 (E). 3: Selected Economic and TecJmological Problems 

Ol(E).3.2. Yugoslavia 

01 (E) .3. 3· France 
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Ol(E).3.4. Hungary and the USSR; France supported this project but 
thought it should be more precisely defined 

01(E).3.5. The Byelorussian SSR, France~ Hungary and the USSR 

\rJork area Ol(E).?~ Statistics and Information 

Ol(E).5.1. France and Hungary, in co-operation with the Conference of 
European Statisticians 

Ol(E).5.2. Czechoslovrucia and Yugoslavia, in co-operation with UNIDO. 

Reservations were expressed by the delegation of France as to the desirability of 
the following topic: 

352. At its twelfth meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional 
Committee, the Commission adopted its decision on automation. (For the text see 
Chapter DJ 9 decision J (XXXIII)_)~· 

En7ineering industries 
agenda item 7 (j)) 

353. In considering this item allocated by the Plenary for discussion in the 
Sessional Committee; the participants had before them the report of the 
Executive Secretary (E/ECE/949) on the implementation of Commission 
decision K (XXXII) and the report of the Sixth ad hoc r1eeting of Experts on 
Engineering Industries (ECE/ENGIN/11). 

354. Delegations taking part in the discussion referred to the significance of the 
engineering industries for the economies of all countries of the region and 
considered that during the period since the thirty-second session significant 
progress had been made in furthering co-operation between ECE member Governments in 
this field. Reviewing the progress made, delegations stressed the concrete way in 
which the review of techno-economic aspects of engineering industries were being 
approached and which were reflected in the proposed programme of work, especially 
in promoting east-west business contacts in the field of engineering. 

favourably commented upon and delegations 
the economic, technical and governmental 

356. The delegations considered that the work undertaken in the field of engineering 
statistics was of great importance and should be continued. They stressed that the 
elaboration of methodologies as well as the collection of information, in 
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co-operation with the Conference of European Statisticians~ was advisable. The 
extension of the coverage of the Bulletin of Statistics on v/orld Trad.e in 
Engineering Products was welcomed. 

357. It was generally agreed that seminars and study tours constituted a very 
effective method·of work in the field of engineering industries. 

358. Delegations particularly singled out the ivay in which the Seminar on 
Engineering Equipment for Foundries and Advanced Methods for Producing such 
Equipment (Geneva, November-December 1977) had been organized, especially its 
inter-disciplinary approach in tackling problems related to the application of 
latest technologies and their connexion "\vi th those of the environment as well as 
energy and transport problems. It was also underlined that countries from other 
regions showed their interest through their participation in this Seminar 
(Report ENGIN/SEM.3/2). 

359. The programme of the Seminar to be held in Poland in September 1978 on the 
Techno-economic Trends in Airborne Equipment for Agriculture and other Selected 
Areas of the National Economy was favourably commented upon as well as the Seminar 
to be held in Bulgaria in 1979 on Development and Use of Industrial Handling 
Equipment. 

360. The invitation of the competent authorities of Italy to hold a Seminar in 
1980 on Techno-economic Aspects of Innovation in Fabrication Processes and 
Products of Engineering Industries and that of the German Democratic Republic to 
organize a Seminar in the field of engineering industries in 1981 were aclrnovrledged. 

361. A general discussion ivas held on the programme of work for 1978/79, as agreed 
by the Sixth ad hoc l·1eeting of Experts on Engineering Industries. Delegations vrere 
of the opinion that this programme of work, which appeared in the annex to 
document ECE/ENGIN/11, was well balanced. 

362. Detailed comments were made on various topics and the follmving delegations 
stressed their interest in paying special attention to industrial co-operation and 
standardization aspects: Bulgaria; Byelorussian SSR? Poland? USSR. 

363. Further detailed comments were made by delegations on proposed topics. 

Work area 01 (B) .1 g 11edi um- and Long-term P_erspecti ves 

Ol(B).l.l. Particular interest ivas expressed by Bulgaria. 

Hungary and Poland stressed that more attention should be paid 
to east-west trade in engineering industries, including 
structural changes. 

vlork area Ol(B).2g Current Development and Prospects 

Particular interest ivas expressed by Italy, W Poland and the 
USSR. 

w 1-lhenever in the following paragraphs the delegation of Italy is mentioned, 
it should be noted that it expressed the vieivS of the European Economic Community. 
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v/ork area 01 (B). 3 g Selected Economic and Technological Problems 

Ol(B).3.2. Bulgaria and Hungary favoured this topic. 

Ol(B).3.4. Bulgaria proposed the following change of title in accordance 
vrith the recommendation of the Preparatory 1·ieeting for the 
Seminar on this topic~ "Development and Use of Industrial 
Handling Equipment" to be held in Bulgaria from 3-8 September 
1979. 

·vrork area Ol(B).4; Environmental and Resource-:-Saving Problems 

Ol(B).4.2. The Byelorussian SSR and Bulgaria stressed the i~portance to 
link this topic with energy and standardization aspects. 

364. Concerning the List of Ploj~9ys of Spec~al Interest for Possible Act~on at a 
Date to be Decided (ECE/ENGnf 11, Annex, Part II)g 

The list, as it appeared; met vrith general agreement~ 

Topic (d) was particularly favoured by Yugoslavia 
Topics (e), (f) and (g) 1vere favoured by Bulgaria. 

The following ne'v topics '.'rere suggested to be added to the list by the delegation of 
the USSR: 

(i) Problems of mechanization and automation of hard manual work in 
engineering industries (labour-intensive, monotonous, harmful to 
health, etc.); 

(ii) Effective use of engineering equipment, in parti-cular machine-tools; 

(iii) Techno-economic aspects of creating centralized repair shops in selected 
branches of engineering industries. 

365. In view of the progress achieved, the following delegations considered that 
ECE activities in the field of engineering industries deserved recognition by 
being put on a permanent basis; Bulgaria; Byelorussian SSR; Czechoslovakia; 
German Democratic Republic; Hungary; Poland; USSR; Yugoslavia. 

366. The delegation of Italy, 'vhile proposing to approve the 1978/79 programme of 
work and to take note of the list of projects that could be executed at a later 
date, stated that present arrangements -vrere proving satisfactory for carrying out 
successfully the programme of 1·rork and that it did not consider it necessary to put 
it on a permanent basis; stressing the necessity of keeping in mind the 
availability of resources in the secretariat and the importance of avoiding 
duplication of efforts Hith other. bodies as well ae; in selecting topics of genuine 
interest to all participants in the work of ECE in this field. 

367 ~ At its t-vrelfth meeting, acting upon the recommendation of the Sessional 
Committee, the Commission adopted its decision on engineering industries. (For 
the teJd see Chapter IV, decision IC (XXXIII)). 
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368. At its twelfth meeting in Plenary the Commission heard a statement by the 
Chairman of the Sessional Committee, Mr. Segesser; on the outcome of the 
deliberations of the Sessional Committee on the reports of the Principal Subsidiar,y 
Bodies and on other items allocated to it by the Plenary for J?reliminary 
consider at ion. 

369. The Chairman of the Sessional Commi.ttee informed the. Commission that the 
discussions in the Committee had been very thorough and constructive, and tha.t the 
introductory statements presented by, or on behal·f of 9 the Chairman or Vice-Chuirm::n 
of each body or, in the case of some agenda items, by the Executive Secretary, had 
proved particularly useful in focusing the discussion on the main features of the. 
problems under consideration. He expressed the view that the discussions in the 
Sessional Committee had clearly demonstrated the continuing high interest of 
ECE Governments in the Hark of the Commission. 

370. He mentioned that during the discussions in the Sessional Committee particular 
attention had been paid to the Executive Secretary's reports on concentration and 
integration of the Commission 1 s ~rogrammes of -vrork (E/ECE/934); on general energy 
problems in the ECE region (E/ECE/946); on the contribution of the Commission to 
the preparations for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology f0r 
Development (E/ECE/940); and on the Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE 
Region up to 1990 (E/ECE/945). 

371. The Chairman of the Sessional Committea then .submitted to the Plenary the 
Committee's recommendations that approval be given to the reports of the fourteen 
Principal Subsidiary Bodies and to the programme of work for 1978-1982 which had 
been examined by the Committee, and that the Commission adopt de'cisions on the 
following items: 

(i) Engineering industries (agenda item 7 (j)) 

(ii) Automation (agenda item 7 (i)) 

(iii) Standardization (agenda item 7 (h)) 

(iv) The ECE follow-up to the United Nations Water Conference. 

372. The Chairman of the Commission expressed to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Sessional Committee, and through them to all delegates who took part in the 
s~ssional Committee's deliberations, the Commission's appreciation and tharucs for 
their diligence and conscientious work. 

373. At the same meeting the Commission, acting upon the recommendation of the 
Sessional Committee, adopted the decisions referred to in paragraPh 371 above. 
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Programme of -vrork for 1978-1982 
(agenda item 8) 

w 

374. For the consideration of this item the Commission had before it the 
Executive Secretary's note E/ECE/950. 

375. FollOidng the request made by the Plenary, the Sessional Committee gave 
preliminary consideration to this item. 

376. By way of introduction the Executive Secretary explained that the rroGTamme, 
if approved by the Commission, would become an integral part of the United Nations' 
work programme as a whole for a number of years to come. This was because the system 
of medium-term planning, introduced by the General Assembly in 1973, novr 
constituted the Organization's principal policy directive. Its aim was to harmonize 
procedures and to institute stricter control of approved programmes. 

377. The submissions tn the overall medium-term plan, which were made by the 
secretariat of ECE on the basis of the work programme approved by the Commission, 
were for,..rarded to New York where the secretariat at Headquarters prepared an 
integrated document for consideration by the Committee for Programme and 
Co-ordination. This Committee, after undertaking a detailed review of the plan, 
made its recommendations to the General Assembly. The ECE secretariat participated 
in this review process. 

378. The Executive Secretary pointed out that, despite some difficulties caused by 
the fact that the main orientation of the medium-term plan was towards programmes 
of major concern t'J the developing countries '..rhilo ECE 1 s programme of ,.rork v1as 
principally oriented to1-rards activities of interest to countries in the European 
region having different economic and social systems, the procedure as a whole had 
developed rather smoothly. He noted, however, that because of the need for 
harmonizing these different requirements in the medium-term plan, ECE 1 s programme 
of work appeared in a scattered form in the plan document and was not to be found 
in any one chapter or section. 

379. A relatively modest increase had been approved in the previous year's budget. 
This amounted to tw0 additional professional posts. A request for three 
General Service posts had not been approved. A similar request for two 
reclassifications of professional posts had also not been granted. 

380. The Executive Secretary reminded the Sessional Committee of General Assembly 
resolution 3534 (XXX), which stressed the responsibility of the Secretary-General 
to draw to the attention of the competent intergovernmental bodies activities that 
were obsolete, of marginal usefulness or ineffective, indicating the resources which 
could thereby be released and exhorting the bodies concerned to take the necessary 
action. He believed thQt ECE had complied fully with this resolution, since its 
work programmes vrere reviewed thoroughly each year both in the secretariat and by 
the subsidiary bodies and the Commission itself. This annual review and approval 
by the Commission ensured that the programme was fully responsive to the current 
needs of member countri2s. 

g/ See a l.so paragraph 82 above concerning the adoption of ~ 
resolution 1 (jQCXIII) and Chapter IV for the text of that resolution. 

·i· I 



E/l978f47 
EjECE;960 
page 105 

381. Referring to paragraph 4 of document E/ECE/950 the Executive Secretary suggested 
that the Commission might wish to consider a minor modification in the coding used 
to distinguish the different sub-categories of the programme for which the 
Commission itself had direct responsibility. Tho purpose of this change would be to 
reflect more accurately the relatively more important status of the present 
programme sub-category Ol(A) - Policy and Co-ordination. 

382. If the Commission agreed with this modification~ he would arrange for the 
necessary adjustment to be made in the text of the consolidated programme of work 
of the Commission, which would appear later in Chapter V of its Annual Report 
to ECOSOC. While Policy and Co-ordination 1-ras a permanent feature~ the status of 
the other sub-categories could vary according to circumstances or to any neH demands 
of the programme as these might arise~ and the means for codifying them should 
therefore remain more flexible. 

383. With regard to the expansion and intensification of the Commission's progra~nmo 
since the CSCE, this was reflected in the increasing number annually of ECE 
meetings which were held under the Commission's auspices. There was a record 
number of such meetings held in Geneva in 1977~ namely 852 expressed in half days 
serviced. In addition to these 426 full days of meetings held in Geneva, there 
were 100 days of meetings held outside G'nova 1 at the invitation of 18 member 
countries. 

384. 'rhe Executive Secretary referred to the amount of documentation issued, which 
likewise had been greater than ever before. It totalled 39,635 pages (government 
and secretariat combined), despite every effort to limit this in response to 
General Assembly resolutions. The total had exceeded the ECE secretariat quota 
(including that imposed on the Conference of European Statisticians to which 
reference had been made in the discussion). The ECE was currently using about 
one third of the total documentation resources available to all the United Nations 
services at Geneva. 

385. The Executive Secretary stressed the urgency of limiting this very large 
output of documentation. 

386. When the diGcussion on this item I·Tas resumed, the delegate of Romania referred 
to the many positive reactions to the tentative proposals on action required from 
the ECE and its subsidiary bodies to respond to the interests of the member 
countries of the ECE region that '\·Jere developing from an economic point of view~ 
which had been circulated to delegations in document E/ECE(XXXIII)/1.3. He 
stressed that it had been intended to promote constructive d~scussion and a 
fruitful exchange of v ievJS, and that~ in the interest of these countries, he 
hoped that the proposals might be used as a basis for future work of the Commission, 

387. The opinion was however expressed by the delegate of P0land that~ although 
the Romanian proposals were interesting, no decision had been taken or formulated 
upon them, and therefore they could not be considered as a basis for tho future 
programme of work. This opinion was supported by the delegates of the USSR and 
the Byelorussian SSR. 
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388. The Executive Secretary, speaking on financial implications, informed the 
Commission that since the inception of the Budget Programme, budgetary requirements 
were considered and approved on a biennial basis. At its last session, the 
General Assembly approved the ECE budget for the biennium 1978-1979· The 
Executive Secretary ex;;lained that a very modest increase had been authorized for 
ECE for the present biennium and that, unless the present session were to recommend 
substantial changes, there would be no additional financial implications in the 
"rork programme as it nm·T stood. The Executive Secretary explained also that he 
intended to submit to the General Assembly at its next session a request, not for 
additional professional posts, but simply for the reclassification of two 
professional posts in the fields of Industry and Transport. The financial 
implications of these two reclassifications were very small. 

Other business 
(agenda item 9) 

(a) Request from non-governmental organizations for presentation of vie1-rs 

389. A request was received and accepted from the vlorld Federation of Trade Unions 
to present the vie1·1s of this organization to the Commission on the review of the 
economic situation in Europe (agenda item 3). 

(b) Da.te, place and agenda of the next session 

390. The Executive Secretary informed the Commission that the tentative date for 
the holding of the thirty-fourth session of the Commission in Geneva was from 
27 March to 7 April 1979. The Commission decided to leave to the 
E:~(ecutive Secretary the responsibility for determining, in consultation with the 
Officers of the Commission and in the light of the relevant arrangements of the 
ECOSOC and the General Assembly, the precise dates of the thirty-fourth session, 
and requested the Executive Secretary to inform the Governments thereon. 

391. Pursuant to Council resolution l894(LVII) the Executive Secretary informed the 
Commission that the provisional agenda for the thirty-fourth session, 1-rhich would 
be prepared in consultation with the Officers of the Commission, would consist of 
the following main points: 

(a) review of the economic situation in Europe; 

(b) general debate on the vmrk of the Commission as a whole, with special 
reference to the action taken in the light of the resolutions and 
decisions adopted at the thirty-third session of the Commission; 

(c) concentration and integration of the Commission's programme of worki 

(d) consideration of the reports of the Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Commission. 
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Adoption of the Annual Report of the Commission to the 
Economic and Social Council 
-- (agenda item 10) 

392. Before the draft report was submitted for approval to the Commission,_the 
representative of Albania stated, in connexion with references to the CSCE and to 
recommendations adopted at Helsinki and Belgrade made by deiegations during the 
session or contained in documents submitted to the session, that efforts made by 
many delegations to invoke such recommendations and other decisions adopted in 
Helsinki and Belgrade were Hithout foundation. He recalled in this respect the 
well known position of the Government of Albania under which it refused to take 
part in this Conference and declared that it would not recognize any of its 
decisions. He further stated that for this reason the Government of Albania would 
not be bound by any of the documents, decisions or resolutions of the 
thirty-third session which contained references to the CSCE. 

393. At its fourteenth meeting, on 2:·: April 1978, the Commission adopted its 
Report to the Economic and Social Council covering the period from 
1 May 1977 to 2>' April 1978. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESOLUTION AND OTHER DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION 
OF THE ECON01-ITC CONMISSION FOR EUROPE 

I. RESOLUTION 

1 (XXXIII) - THE viORK AND FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THill CONMISSION 
AND TEE PROPOSAL IN REGARD TO THE HOLDING OF 
ALL-EUROPEAN CONGRESSES OR INTER-STATE CONFTIJRENCES 
ON CO-OPERATION IN THE FIELD OF PROTECTION OF THE 

· ENVIRON11ENT, DEVELOPI1ENT OF TRANSPORT, AJ.IID ENERGY 

The Economic Commisl3ion for Europe, 

Recallingo its resolutions 1 (XXXI) and 1 (XXXII), 

Reaffirming the dete~~ination of its member countries to continue to intensify 
efforts to promote economic relations and co-operation, 

Convinced of the significance of the activities of the ECE for streng·thening· 
such relations and co-operation, and of being a useful instrument for the 
implementation of the principles and aims of the United Nations Charter at the 
reg·ional level, 

Conscious of the role of the ECE in the multilateral implementation of the 
pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe while recalling the 1~ish of the participating States to "take advantage of 
the possibilities offered by relevant international organizations, in particular by 
the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, for giving effect to the 
provisions of the final documents of the Conference", 

Believing' that active work and joint efforts in developing further the 
co-operation within the framework of the ECE. serves the interests of all member 
com1tries, irrespective of their systems including those which are developing from 
an economic point of v:ie>·J, 

Recognizing that the strengthening of regional co-operation contributes to 
solving the pressing problems of 1vorld development and promoting economic growth 
within the region as well as in countries outside the region, and hence peace and 
security in the world, 

Noting with. satisfaction the Commission's contribution to the United Nations 
programmes designed to assist developing countries, as well as its successful 
co-operation with other international organizations, 

Agreeing that the activities of the'ECE should continue to concentrate on the 
priority areas of the development of trade, science and technology, environment, 
and economic projections, and that due regard should be paid to other pertinent 
areas of co-operation, 
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l!li.ndful that the organization and methods of work of the ECE have been 
developed in accordance with the wishes of member Governments.and in the light of 
experience gained since the establishment of the Commission but, while noting the 
valuable report E/ECE/934 by the Executive Secretary, that continued efforts should 
be made for better concentration, integration and co-ordination of the 
ECE aotivi ties, 

Having considered the reports of its subsidiary bodies on their activities~ the 
notes and reports by the E:~ecutive Secretary, the programme of work of the 
Commission for 1978-1979 as well as the long-term programme of ivork for 1978-1982, 
and noting that during the thirty-third .session delegations have raised a number of 
points concerning the Commission's programme of work, 

t'lelcoming· the progress made pursuant to operative paragraph 8 of part I of 
Commission resolution 1 (XXXII), on topics in the Final Act of the dSCE requiring 
multilateral implementation and referred to ill the section of that Act entitled 
"Co-operation in the Fields of Economics, of Science and Technology and of the 
Environment", as well as the implementation of the new work programme which has 
been adapted to meet changing conditions within the region, including the 
incorporation of projects suitable for realization through ECE which have resulted 
from the pertinent provisions of the above-mentioned section of the Final Act of 
the CSCE, 

Recalling the view expressed by the Executive Secretary in his report E/ECE/911 
to the thirty-second session of the Commission that the authority of the ECE could 
be reinforced, and its work in the relevant area given an additional impetus, by 
high-level meetings properly prepared and held within the ECE at an appropriate 
moment, 

Agreeing· that any such high-level meeting within the frame1wrk of the ECE 
would require a precise and carefully prepared agenda; that the subject-matter 
should require a high level of representation; that such a meeting should hold 
promise of important decisions; that the topics for consideration should be of 
concern to the region as a whole, and not lead to unnecessary duplication of the 
work of other international organizations, 

Having considered the Executive Secreta~J's reports E/ECE/936 containing a 
detailed analysis of topics which, in the light of the views of member Governments, 
may be appropriate for consideration at a high-level meeting within the framework 
of the ECE on the protection of the environment, and E/ECE/937 on the modalities of 
organizing· such a high-level meeting and on the procedural and organizational 
issues related thereto, 

Having further considered the Executive 3ecretary 1s report E/ECE/94G on 
General Energy Problems in the ECE Region, 

Noting with interest the idea of .creating a new Principal Subsidiary Body 
entitled "Senior Advisers to ECJJ Governments on Energy", 
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I. 

1. Calls upon the member Governments to continue to take full advantage of 
the potential of the Economic Commission for Europe as an instrument for 
strengthening economic relations and multilateral co-operation in the region; 

2. Reiterates its earlier decisions to continue to intensify co-operation 
among· member countries in the frame>vork of the work programme of the ECE 1 and 
reaffirms the determination of member Governments to v1ork towards an effective 
multilateral implementation of the pertinent provisions of the Final Act of the 
CSCE within the framework of the ECE 1 bearing in mind the importance of the 
principles and aims of the United Nations Charter at the regional level; 

3. Commends the Executive Secretar,y 1s reports as contained in 
document E/ECE/938 he presented to the recent meeting which took place in Belgrade 
in accordance \vi th the relevant provisions of the Final Act· of the CSCE, and asks 
him to participate 1 if invited to do so 1 in activities resulting from the concluding 
document of that meeting, and to make the necessar,y arrangements to that effect; 

4· Reiterateo its previous call to its subsidiar.y bodies to take duly into 
account when revie1.>1ing and carr.ying out their progTammes of work the interests of 
member countries which are developing from an economic point of view; 

5. Reguests its subsidiar.y bodies to truce into account in their activities 
the possible contributions of the ECE to the United Nations programmes designed to 
assist developing· countries, and the necessity of effective co-operation with other 
international organizations; 

6. Requests further its subsidiary bodies to be aware of the need for further 
improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the activities of the ECE and 
particularly to take account of the relevant decisions and deliberations at the 
thirty-third session in connexion with better concentration, integration and 
co-ordination of those activities; 

7. Reaffirms its wish that the subsidiar.y bodies should continue to pay 
special attention to topics in the Final Act of the CSCE as provided for in 
Commission decision D (XJDCI) and to take into account for their work other 
pertinent provisions of the Final Act which call for multilateral implementation. 

II. 

1. Welcomes the work of the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems and the Executive Secretary's reports E/ECE/936 and E/ECE/937, 
in response to part II of resolution 1 (XXXII), concerning a high-level meeting on 
the protection of the environment within the framework of the ECE f 

2. Expresses confidence that satisfactory preparatory 1.vork by the 
Senior Advisers on the topics as referred to in paragraph 5 below and in particular 
on the subjects of long-range transboundar.y air pollution and low- and non-1.vaste 
technology and reutiliza tion and recycling of Hastes would 1 taking into account the 
criteria set out earlier in this resolution, permit the prompt convening of a 
high-level meeting >vi thin the framev1ork of the ECE i 



E/1978/47 
E,/ECE;960 
page 111 

3. Agrees that further and detailed work by the Senior Advisers is needed to 
prepare important decisions, including· the possible forms of appropriate agreements 
which would be adopted at a high-level meeting; · 

4. EXPresses its determination to make every effort to bring· the preparatory 
work to a successful conclusion so that such a meeting could be helc1 in 1979; 

5. Decides to request the Senior Advisers - tru~ing into account the 
Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/936 and the views expressed at the 
thirty-third session of the Commission - to prepare on the topics listed below, and 
ori any of the other topics enumerated in paragraph 4 of the above report on which 
the Senior Advisers may agree, recommendations and concrete proposals for important 
decisions to be submitted to a high-level meeting; 

A. Long-range transbounc1ary air pollution, including: 

(i) Development of policies and straterries as a means of combating the 
discharg·e of atmospheric pollutants, including the harmonization of 
emission control policies relevant to the reduction of long-range 
transboundary air pollution, starting ;vi th sulphur dioxide, and taking 
account of all relevant factors including damage caused by the 
pollutants, cost estimates, and the cost of reducing discharges, and of 
local remedies; 

(ii) · Intergovernmental co-operation in research and development on methods to 
reduce sulphur dioxide discharges and to study their effects on health 
and the environment? 

(iii) Exchange of information concerning· new and existing sources of pollution; 

(iv) Implementation and further development of the Co-operative Programme for 
the Moni taring and Evaluation of the Long·-rang·e · Transmission of Air 
Pollutants in Europe; 

( v) Development of procedures aimed at avoiding disputes concerning damag·e 
caused to the environment by atmospheric pollution; 

(vi) Possible form of an agreement on the above points. 

B. Low- and non-waste technology and reutilization and recycling of Hastes, 
including: 

(i) Support for research/development into low- and non-waste techniques, 
including the reutilization and recycling of waste; application of 
such techniques in certain branches of industry which have considerable 
repercussions on the environment7 

(ii) Encouragement for industrial co-operation and trade in licences and 
technical kno1vledge about products and :-_1rocesses basec.1 on lilow- and 
non-waste techniques, including the reutilization and recycling of 
waste 17 ; 
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(iii) Arrangements for the purpose of carrying· out intergovernmental studies to 
illuotrate the principal stages of introducing 11low- and non-v1aste 
techniques, including the reutilizntion and recycling of waste 11 ; 

(iv) Support for the rapid implementation of study projects by the ECE/ill~; 

(v) Stimulation of the exchange of info1~ation among member Governments on 
the type and magnitude of incentives utilized to encourage non-waste 
technology and on the methods used in reaching decisions whether (or not) 
to proceed with the development of non-1-mste technology for various types 
of industries; 

(vi) Possible form of an agreement of the above points. 

6, Further decides to revim·J conotructively at its thirty-fourth session the 
pre para tory 1wrk of the Senior Advisers, with a vie1~ to taking de cis ions on a 
high-level meeting 1-li thin the frame-vwrk of the ECE on the protection of the 
cnvironment1 

7. Requests the Senior J:.c!vioe:rs to meet in Special Sesoions to carry out 
theoe responsibilities and asks the Executive Secretary to convene a first such 
81)ecial Seooion a.o soon as possible~ preferably in June 1978. The Senior Advisers 
may create special groups as deemed appropriate; 

8, Dra1~s to the attention of member Governments the c1iscussion at the 
thirty-third session of the Commission on the Soviet Government 1o proposal for the 
holding of all-European congresses in the fields of transport and energy, and 
recalls the suggestion in decision B (XXXI) that member Governments should study 
the proposal thoroughly in the light of discussion in the Commission and the 
relevant provisions of the Final Act of the CSCE. 

9. Asks the Executive Secretary to circulate such views in regard to the 
proposal as mem!Jer Governments may '\'Jish to communicate to him; 

10. Endorses the ongoing acti vi tie.s in the frammwrk of the Commission's 
programme of work on General Energy Problems in the ECE Region; 

11. Acknowledges the important role of an extensive exchange of information 
and vie1~s betHeen meml:Jer Governments on energy resources and governmental 
objectives and policies in this area, thus providing a basis for closer 
international co-operation on energy matters; 

12. E~~resses its wish to consider constructively at its thirty-fourth session 
the establishment of a new Principal Subsidiary Body entitled "Senior Advisers to 
ECE Governments on Energy", and its possible mandate for further co-operation on 
energy within the framework of the ECE. 

III. 

1. Approves its IJrogTammo of '\oJOrk for 1970-1979 and endorses in princi1)le, 
oubject to revie1·1 <::t its thirty-fourth session, ito long-term progra_mme of i,Wrk 
for 1978-1982; 
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2. Requests its subsidiary bodies~ as well as the Executive Secretary, to 
take into acc01.mt in their ·t-~ork and when revie1-1ing their respective programmes this 
resolution, the decisions of the Commission, and the points raised by delegations 
and reported in the relevant passages of the summary records and the reporto of 
this session inasmuch as they are addressed therein? 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit the present resolution as 
well as the other decisions of this session, together with the views expressed or 
agreed in relation thereto by member Governments, to the Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
concerned for their guidance. 

II. OTHER DECISIONS 

A (XXXIII) - THE ECONO}ITC CONSEQUENCES OF MIGRANT LABOUR 
TIT Tiill ECE REGION 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

above) 

Referring to the provisions of the relevant section of the Final Act of the 
CSCE on migrant labour, 

Recognizin~ that migTant labour, because of its various repercussions, is an 
important factor in the long-term trends of the European economy, 

Considering that a large number of member countries of ECE are bearing the 
economic consequences of migTant labour, 

Talcin{:!;' note ;d th satisfaction of the study carried out by the Committee on 
the Development of Trade on the consequences of intra-European temporary migTation 
of labour for trade, investment and industrial co-operation, 

Taking clue account of the activities of the competent international 
organizations in this sphere, 

1. Invites the secretariat to continue the above-mentioned study and thereby 
to examine in greater detail the various aspects and problems of migrant labour in 
Europe i and 

2. Recommends that host countries and countries of orJ.g'J.n should intensify 
their bilateral contacts in order to find joint solutions to the most urgent 
problems in the sphere of migrant labour. 

llth meetiJ.1g 
22 A,)ril 19 8 
sec para. 80 above) 
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B (XXXIII) - THE CONMISSION 1 S CONTRIBUTION TO THE PREPARATORY 
\'fORK FOR THE \IORLD CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
DECADE FOR v!OI·1EN. 1980 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Recallin_g: General Assembly resolution 32/140 on the 11orlc1 Conference of the 
Unitecl Nations Decade for vTomen, 

Noting in particular paragraph 4 of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 2062 (LXII) by 1·1hich the Council invites the regional commissions to 
consider, at the earliest opportunity, vJays and means of contributing effectively 
to the vlorld Conference of the United Nations Decacle for Uomen, 1980, including 
the possibility of holding before 1980 regional seminars or meetings on the themes 
of the Conference, 

l. Decides to request the Executive Secretary to convene n seminar on "The 
participation of 1wmen in the economic evolution of the ECE region", to be held in 
1979; ancl 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-fourth session 
on the implementation of this decision. 

13th meeting· 
22 April 1978 
(see para. 81 above) 

C (XXXIII) - CONCENTRATIOn AND INTEGRATION OF 
THE COMMISSION 1 S PROGRAHr'IE OF l'lORIC 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Recallin~ its nrevious resolution on this subject and, particularly, 
resolutio~ (XXVIII), 2 (XXJX) ~ l (XXX) and l (XXXI), 

Reca.llin~ further its decision D (XXXII), 

Aware of the importance of a continuous process of concentration and 
inte{3:ration of its programmes of v10rk and increasing efficiency of its activities, 

Ag:reeing to consider in depth~ at each of its sessions, a major topic of its 
activi t;~r from the point of view of concentration, integration and co-ordination, 

l. Takes note 1dth satisfaction of the Executive Secretary's report on 
concentration and integration of the Commission's prog:rammes of work (E/ECE/934); 

2. Requests the Executive Secreta17 to transmit the present decision, 
tog·ether 1·1ith clocument E/ECE/934, and the vie1~s expressed or agreed in relation 
thereto by member Governments at the thirty-third Commission session, to the 
Principal Sul)sidiary Bodies for their consideration; 
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(a) the possibili 'bJ of appropriate modifications in their programmes of work 
with a view to removing possible gaps, overlapping and inconsistencies, if any, in 
their activities related to trade and industrial co-operation; 

(b) ways and means of improving the flmv of information on their 
interrelated trade activities and, particularly, the exchange of information between 
the Committee on the Development of Trade and other Principal Subsidiary Bodiesi 

4. Reminds its Principal Subsidiary Bodies of the possibility of jointly 
sponsoring specific interrelated trade projects and of convening· joint ad hoc 
meetings or seminars? · 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to present to the thirty-fourth 
Commission session a report on the implementation of this decision; and 

6. Decides to choose activities in the field of science and technology as 
the neJct major topic to be considered in depth from the point of vieH of 
concentration, integration and co-ordination and, conoequently, requests the 
Executive Secretary to submit to the member Governments, >vell in aCI.vance of the 
thirty-fourth session, a report on the subject to be further discussed at that 
session, taking into account the comments made by the Senior Advisero to 
ECE Governments on Science and Technology, 

l)th meeting 
22 A1)ril l 8 
see para. 114 above) 

D (JCXXIII) - ENHANCED CO-OPERATION IN THE FillLD OF 
COAL GASIFICATION AND LIQUEFACTION 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Recalling Economic ru1d Social Council resolution 2118 (LXIII) on the study, 
development and use of coal resources, 

Aware of the need to ensure long~term supplies of energy for the region, and 
of the consequent responsibility to intensify international co-operation to this 
end, 

Conscious of the forthcoming transfo~ilation of the structure of energy sources 
to cover the demand of the reg·ion for energy in the years to come, 

Emphasizing· the ne>v prospect.'3 for coal 1vhose abundant reserves are si tu.ated 
within the region hot only as a solid fuel but more and more as a rmv material both 
for ~)roducins· liquid and gaseous fuel3 c:md for chemical industry vihile taking into 
full account the environmental effects of different uses of coal, 

Considers it necessary to strengthen the activitieo of its Coal Committee in 
the context of envisaged importance of coal in the regional energy sup:_:>lieo, 
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Notes with interest the report and conclusions of the ad hoc Meeting of 
Experts to Consider Details of Intensified Co-operation on Selected Research and 
Development Projects in the field of Coal Gasification, Liquefaction and Treatment 
in particular a 'concept of the creation of an international co-ordinating centre 
on coal gasification and liquefaction under the auspices of the Commission as 
contained therein, 

1. Requests the Coal Committee in close consultation with the Committee on 
Chemical Industry and Gas Committee, to explore in-depth and constructively the 
concept of the creation of such a centre; 

2. Invites its Coal Committee to consider initiating a new study on the 
future role of coal in supplying the ECE region with energy and raw materials in 
the light of new technologies of its conversion and utilization in the framework 
of its project "Long-term Prospects of Coal beyond 1985"; and 

3· Reguests its Committee on Chemical Industry, Committee on Gas, Electric 
Power Committee, as well as the Senior Economic Advisers and other Principal 
Subsidiary Bodies concerned to closely co-operate with the Coal Committee in this 
endeavour. 

13th meeting 
22 April 1978 
(see para. 152 above) 

E (XXXIII) - THE ECE FOLLOW-UP TO TEE UNITED NATIONS 
\'TATER CONFERENCE 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Bearing in mind the recommendations and resolutions adopted by the 
United Nations \va ter Conference and in particular Conference Resolutions VII 
and VIII, 

Noting with satisfaction that the United Nations vJater Conference asked the 
regional commissions to assume a central role in the implementation of the 
Mar del Plata Action Plan within their respective regions, 

Recalling Commission decision B (XXXII), 

1. Takes note of resolutions 2121 (LXIII) and 2115 (LXIII) of the Economic 
and Social Council regarding the follow-up to the United Nations Water Conference; 

2. Decides to intensify its efforts in the water sector by inter alia 
strengthening the activities and responsibilities of the Committee on Water Problems; 

3· Further decides to offer to share its experience on water-related problems 
with the other United Nations regional commissions, when appropriate, and 

(i) reguests the Executive Secretary to transmit ECE documentation on 
water-related problems directly to interested countries not members of the 
Commission; 
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(ii) agrees that States, not members of ECE, shall be invited to selected 
ECE meetings on water-related problems designated by the Committee on 
V.Tater Problems, in accordance with Article 11 of the Commission's terms 
of reference, 

4. Takes note of resolution VII of the United Nations vrater Conference and in 
order to facilitate this resolution offers to convene under the auspices of the 
Committee on Water Problems a meeting of representatives of existing international 
river commissions within the ECE region in response to that resolution, with 
appropriate provisions for the participation of individual countries; 

5. Requests the Committee on Water Problems, in the light of the 
Mar del Plata Action Plan, to assist the Commission in assuming its central role by 
reviewing, at each annual session, the relevant work done and planned under various 
United Nations water progTammes and by other international organizations operating 
in the ECE region; 

6. Recommends the Economic and Social Council to give a positive response to 
proposals for inter-agency co-ordination presented to the United Nations vfater 
Conference in the report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and the 
Environmental Co-ordination Board; ~ -

7. Takes note of the programme of work for 1978-1982 adopted by the Committee 
at its ninth session recognizing· that it is a first step in the reorientation of its 
work programme in the light of the results of the United Nations Water Conference~ 
in this respect the Committee should take into account the possible interest of 
different projects to the other United Nations regional commissions; 

8. Agrees to submit to the Special Session of the Committee on Natural 
Resources in 1978 those parts of the report of the ninth session of the Committee 
on Water Problems relating to the regional follow-up to the United Nations vra ter 
Conference, together with this decision. 

F (XXXIII) - THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE COMMISSION TO 
THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONFERENCE ON THE APPLICATION OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT (UNCSTD) 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

above) 

Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 
3202 (S-VI), which contain the Declaration and the Programme of Action for the 
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, the Charter of the Economic 
Rights and Duties of States and the tasks resulting from these documents for the 
United Nations bodies among which the regional economic commissions, 

~ 
resources 

Present and future activities of the United Nations system in water 
development (CO~W.70/CBP/4). 
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Considering the contribution the Commission should bring to the examination of 
the problems concerning the access to the achievements of science and technology as 
well as the dissemination of technological and scientific information with a view 
to enlarging the regional and international co-operation in this field, 

Recognizing the important role science and technology play in the accelerated 
development of all countries and first of all of the developing ones. 

Recallin~ its decision A (XXXII) by which there have been adopted a series of 
measures for the preparation and the organization of the ECE Regional Meeting to 
elaborate the regional documents to be presented to the UNCSTD to take place in 
Vienna in 19791 

Taking note with satisfaction of the measures already undertaken by the 
Executive Secretary in order to ensure a substantive contribution by the ECE to the 
preparations for the Conference, 

Taking into account the decisions of the second session of the UNCSTD 
Preparatory Committee, 

1. Takes note of the report by the Executive Secretary submitted in 
accordance with decision A (XXXII), in document E/ECE/940 and Add.li 

2. Endorses the resolution "Preparation of the United Nations Conference for 
the Application of Science and Technology to Development", adopted by the 
second session of the UNCSTD Preparatory Committee; 

3. Reaffirms its intention to co-operate fully and actively in this 
preparation, so that it contributes to the success of the Conference; 

4. Invites the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Science and Technology 
to take into account fully, in co-operation with the other interested main 
subsidiary bodies and international organizations, the high priority given to 
regional preparations for the Conference by the UNCSTD Preparatory Committee and of 
the importance bestowed upon regional co-operation in the fields of science and 
technology in the Final Act of the CSCE; 

5. Takes note of the recommendation adopted by the second session of the 
UNCSTD Preparatory Committee that the Regional Meeting under the aegis of ECE to be 
held in Bucharest, between 26-30 June 1978, should take place at ministerial or 
other high policy-making leveli 

6. Reguests the Governments of Member-States to present the first version of 
their national documents and summaries containing recommendations for action 
by 1 May 1978 so that they can be discussed at the aforementioned Regional Meeting; 

7. Resolves that the documents to be adopted by the Reg·ional Meeting contain 
recommendations for actions at national, regional and international levels, 
formulated in such a way that they represent a constructive contribution to the 
formulation of the UNCSTD Programme of Action; 
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8. Decides that the report and the recommendations of the Bucharest Regional 
l1eeting shall be transmitted to the third session of the UNCSTD Preparatory 
Committee and to the seventh annual meeting of the Senior Advisers to 
ECE Governments on Science and Technology? and 

9. Reguests the Executive Secretary to present to the thirt,y-fourth session 
a report on the implementation of this decision. 

G (XXXIII) - ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION IN THE NEDITERRANEAN 
IN THE LIGHT OF THE FINAL ACT OF THE CSCE 

The Economic Commission for Europe, 

Recalling· its decisions A (XXXI)~ B (XXXII) and resolution 1 (XXXII) as well 
as resolutions 1952 (LIX) and 2043 (LKI) adopted by the Economic and Social Council~ 

Reaffirming the declared intention of the States signatory to the Final Act to 
encourage with the ·non-particiFating Mediterranean States the development of 
mutually beneficial co-operation in the various fields of economic activit,y and to 
contribute to a diversified development of their economies, 

Bearing in mind that a great number .of those member countries of the ECE which 
are developing from the economic point of view are gBographically situated in the 
Mediterranean, 

Noting that some of the subsidiary bodies have included in their programmes of 
work projects of special interest to the l.fedi terranean countries of the ECE region 
and actively started to implement some of them, 

Having in mind that a meeting of experts on the Mediterranean will be convened 
in Valletta, Malta, in 1979 to consider, within the Mediterranean Chapter of the 
Final Act, the possibilities and means of promoting concrete initiatives for 
mutually beneficial co-operation concerning various economic,. scientific and 
cultural fields, 

Desiring to contribute to the promotion of economic co-operation in the 
Mediterranean, 

1. Notes with satisfaction the report of the Executive Secretary, pursuant 
to Commission decision B (XXXII) on economic co-operation in the Mediterranean in 
the light of the Final Act of the CSCE; j 

2. Reguests its subsidiary bodies to continue to pay particular attention in 
their work to projects and activities of interest to the Mediterranean countries of 
the ECE region; 
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3. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to transmit ECE documentation 
of interest and relevance directly to all Mediterranean cow1tries not members of the 
Commission and agrees that their attention is drawn to relevant ECE meetings to 
which they will be invited in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Commission's terms 
of reference; 

4· Further requests the Executive Secretary to continue to co-operate with 
the secretariats of the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic Commission 
fol' \'!estern Asia on projects within the competence of the ECE which may be of 
common interest to all the l·1edi terranean countries 3 

5. Draws attention to the Seminar on Selected 1:Jater Problems in Island and 
Coastal Areas with Special Regard to Desalination and Groundwater~ to be held in 
J'.1al ta in June 1978~ which is of particular interest to r·iedi terranean countries; 

6. Decides to intensify co-operation with other relevant international bodies 
on subjects of common interest to the Mediterranean countries and in particular to 
give increased attention to the practical applications of non-conventional sources 
of energy such ao~ sun~ wind, biogas and geothermal povJeri 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to contribute fully to the preparations 
of the meeting of experts and~ if invited to do so, to participate in that meeting 
which will be convened within the frameivork of the r1edi terranean chapter of the 
Final Act 1 upon the invitation of the Government of Malta1 in Valletta, in 
February 197 9 i 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare for the thirty-fourth session 
a report on the implementation of this decision. 

H (XXXIII) - PROBLEr·'IS OF LAND USE AND LAND-USE 
PLANNING IN THE ECE BEG ION 

The Commission decided: 

above) 

(a) to invite its Principal Subsidiary Bodies to give appropriate attention 
to land-use and land-use planning aspects in drawing up their programmes 
of work i 

(b) to invite the Principal Subsidiar,y Bodies to draw the Commission's 
attention to land-use problems, for which a co-ordinated approach between 
Principal &lbsidiary Bodies might be useful or necessaryi 

(c) to request the Executive Secretary to further review, analyse and report 
to the Commission's thirty-fourth session on the activities within ECE 
v1hich are closely related to land use and land-use planning1 with a view 
to suggesting~ if necessary, modifications to the ECE programme of work 
taking into account the problem areas identified at the ad hoc 
consultative meeting1 the contributions of Principal Subsidiary Bodies 
under (a) and (b) above and the most important work unc1ertaken in other, 
notably international, bodies; 
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(e) 

(f) 
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to request the ExecutivG Secreta:cy~ in the light of the review and 
analysis in (c) above~ to investigate whether it is possible and necessa:cy 
to carry out a study of the implications for land uGe of the demogTaphic . 
a~d socio-economic developments forecast in the Overall Economic 
Perspective for the ECE region~ and advise the Commission accordingly; 

to attach great importance to substantial progress being achieved in the 
work being undertaken on regional and land-use statistics~ un.der the 
auspices of the Conference of European Statisticians? 

to draw the attention of member Governments to work being undertaken on 
the following projectsg 

land-use policies~ ivi th particular reference to housing and related 
services 1 under the auspices of the Committee on Housing, Building 
and Planning? and 

integrated physical, socio-economic and environmental planning·~ under 
the auspices of the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning and 
the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems; 

(g) to draw the attention of member Governments to the need of adopting 
adequate land-management and soil conservation measures~ with a view to 
optimize land utilization and secure land~ for vital non-urban usagBs, 
for the future? 

(h) to recommend to member Governments to continue their efforts with a vievJ 
to exchanging technical information in the above fields, especially with 
regard to problems of member countries which are developing from an 
economic point of viewi and 

(i) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the· thi~ty-fourth sesGion 
of the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

abovG) 

I (XXXIII) - STANDARDIZATION 

The Commission decided; 

(a) to take note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the activities 
of the Commission in the field of standardization (E/ECE/947); 

(b) to convene a Group. of Experts on Standardization Policies, to be held 
late in 1978 or early in 1979, to consider~ in the ~ight of the views 
expressed and decisions taken at the thirty-third session, such matters 
as may be referred to it by the Fifth Meeting of Government Officials 
Responsible for Standardization Policies? 
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(c) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the thirty-fourth session 
of the Commission on the implementation of this decision. 

J (XJ~XIII) - AUTOMATION 

12th meeting· 
19 April 1978 
(see para. 341 above) 

The Commission decio.ed; 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

to take note of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/948 and Add.l on 
the activities of the i'.Jorking Party on Automation during 1977/78? 

to approve the Harking Party's programme of 1vork as contained in 
Annex I to ECE/AUTOMAT/8 1 and . 

to request the Executive SecretEtry to report to the thirty-fourth session 
on the implementation of this decision. 

K (XXXIII) - ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 

12th meeting· 
19 April 1978 
(see parEt. 352 above) 

The Commission decided: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

to take note of the Executive Secretary's report E/ECE/949; 

to adopt the progTamme of work for 1978-1979 as proposed by the Sixth 
ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries (ECE/ENGIN/11, 
Annex) 7 

to convene prior to the thirty-fourth session of.the Commission the 
Seventh ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries to review in 
the light of the views expressed and the decisions taken by the Commission 
at its thirty-third. session the programme of work in the field of 
engineering industries1 

to hold the Seminar on Techno-Economic Trends in Airborne Equipment for 
Agriculture and other Selected Areas of the National Economy, in Poland, 
in September 19781 

to hold an ad hoc ~1eeting for the study on measures for saving raw 
materials (E3:Specially application of metal and non-metal materials, etc.) 
in engineering industries prior to the thirty-fourth session of the 
Commission; 
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(f) to convene in the spring of 1979 a preparatory meeting for the Seminar on 
techno-economic aspects of innovation in-fabrication processes and 
products of engineering industries to be held in Italy7 

(g) to hold the Seminar on Development and Use of Industrial Handling 
Equipment in Bulgaria~ in September 1979; and 

(h) to request the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its 
thirt,y-fourth session on the implementation of this decision. 



-
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ANNEX I 

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF ACTIONS 
AND PROPOSALS OF THE COMMISSION 

SUBJECT 

- Publication in offset form of 
Studies related to the 
Overall Economic Perspective 
for the ECE Region. up to 1990~ 
Vols. I and II 

- Publication in offset form of 
Features of Environmental 
Policy in the ECE Region 

- Publication in letterpress 
form of Three Decades of the 
United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 

- Printing of 1,600 sets of 
Road Traffic Volume maps 
reflecting the 1980 Road 
Traffic Census 

DOCUMENT IN WHICH THEJ 
STATE}iJENT OF FINANCIAL 
IMPLICATIONS IS CONTAINED 

ECEjEC .AD ./16 
pnragraph 29 
and Note 1 

ECE/ENV/19 
paragraph 54 

E/1978/47 
paragraph 78 

ECE/TRANS/28 
pa.ra.graph 67 

E/1978/47 
E/ECE/960 
Annex I 

ESTIMATED COST 

$ 

7,900 

1,727 

46,420 

15,000 
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page 1 .. , :,i=;c, 

LIST OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION'S SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD IN--·'1971/18/;J~ 

Bo~ and officers Session 
.. ::·- ~.n'ci"~~~~t,-s~:~>~£i-~.--r."u· 

THE COMMISSION 

Automation 

Working Party on Automation 

Chairman: Mr. s. Hagmann-
Petersen (Denmark) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Vasiliev 
(Byelorussian SSR) 

of jrepor:t•;:• -.- . -

.-:; .. --

., 
·--

Seminar on Industrial Robots and 
Programmable Logical Controllers 

5-10 Septem~~~' ~i~9-i7':: , ~~: :.:_·. "A~~'!l~~~t5/}J_(-: 
Copenhagen (Denmark) :·· ;:_,. 

Chairman: Mr. s. Hagmann­
Petersen (Denmark) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. H. HUZ!.1i.~~ .·. __ 
(United KingdoDiYlL''•>JuE } 
Mr. J. Kozirev (USSR) 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar 
on Computer Aided Design Systems as 
Integrated Part of Industrial 
Production , ,':·.·:·:•Y~S 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. z. Kozar ' ' 
(Czechoslovakia) 
Mr. B. Gott 
(United Kingdom) 

an 

Energy 

Ad lioc;M_e_e_ting:"on;.~the Prepa~'ti~Qn)_Q;f:.;w:·-.o;;:l6.,.,.:n 
the Stu~ on New Issues affecting the 
Energy Economy of the ECE Region in 
the Medium and Long Term 

Chairman: Mr. J. Treat 
(United States) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Gaube 
·:~''-- ·_.;, .. -..,: , ~:-'>' ,:.;_,_ C:'·t('Romania):j·<.>: •c:s;se·:•c'·,.-:{ 

Ad hoc Meeting on New Issues affecting 
the Energy Economy of the ECE Region 
in the Medium and Long Term and on 
Problems of Energy Economy and Efficiency 

Chairman: Mr. B. Bartoszek 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: _ Mr. J. Treat 
(United States) 

.:...'-.. '.'., ';~~- .::; ; .: . .c ~) ·~:~ 

_:_ :: ... ;· ~-~ : ~-. ·- - ·' 

. ::· . '" ,.._ . . - .:.·~ :·.- ; ... ,; .... ~- ' . ::._ ;:·.~ ': -- .-· 

'. '- :_ ... -~ -, ··: :; .:~ : . . :: ~ -

;: ·' -~ .. : . . . -. -· •.: .. r 
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:Body and officers Session 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar on 13-15 September 1977 
the Combined Production of Electric 
Power and Heat 

Chairman: 

Vice~hai:rman: 

Mr. V. Kor,ytnikov 
(USSR) 
Mr. A. Schepens 
(:Belgium) 

Preparator.y Meeting for the Seminar 30 Januar,y· -
on the Use of Econometric, Input-output l'·Februar.y 1978 
and Cost-benefit Models in .Assessing the 
Potential for Energy Conservation and 
for Optimizing Conservation Programmes 

Chairman: Mr. F.W. Hutber 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice~hairman: · Mr. V. Kotchetkov 
(USSR) 

Engineering 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Engineering Industries 

Chairman: Mr. J. Terek 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Luhan (France) 

Seminar on Engineering Equipment for 
Foundries and Advanced Methods for 
Producing such Equipment 

Chairman: Mr. H. Morrogh 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. :B. Bieber 
(Czechoslovakia) 

9-11 November 1977 

28 November -
2 December 1977 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar on 7-8 November 1977 
Techno-economic Trends in Airborne 
Equipment for Agriculture and other 
Selected Areas of the National Economy 

Chairman: Mr. J. Grzegorzewski 
(Poland) 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar on 27-28 Februar,y 1978 
Present Situation and Future Trends in 
the Use of Electro-Mechanical Handling · 
Equipment in Engineering Industries 

Chairman: Mr. v. Nossov (USSR) 

Document symbol 
of report 

ECE/SEM.2/AC/2 

ECE/SEM. 3/.AC /2 

ECE/ENGIN/11 

ENGIN/SEM.3/2. 

ENG IN /SEM. 4/ AC /2 

ENGIN/SEM.5/AC/2 



Eody and officers 

Ad hoc Consultative Meeting of 
Governmental Experts on Land Use 
and Land-use Planning 

Chairman: Mr. A.E. Ynzenga 
(Spain0· 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Filip 
(Romania) 

Session 

Land Use 

15-17 March 1978 

Standardization 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
Policies · 

Chairman: Mr. v. Simakov (USSR) 
Vice-chairman: Mr. A. Strecker 

(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Chairman: Mr. A. Riapolov 
(USSR) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. A. Strecker 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Fourth session 
23-26 May 1977 

Fifth session 
3-7 April 1978 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURAL PROELEMS 

Committee on Agricultural Problems 

Chairman: Mr. J. Hammer 
(Hungary) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. P. Halimi 
(France) 

Working Party on Standardization of 
Perishable Produce 

Chairman: Mr. J. Verlinden 
(Eelgium) 

Vice-chairmen: Mr. E. Jahoda 
(Hungary) 
Mr. F. Ansermet 

. (Switzerland) 

Group of Experts on Standardization of 
Dry and Dried Produce (Vegetables) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Verlinden 
(Eelgium) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. G. Mazur 
(Poland) 

Consultation of Experts on 
Standardization of Poultry Meat 

Chairman: Mr. J. Rybicki 
(Poland) 

Twenty-ninth 
session 
6-10 March 1978 · 

Thirty-third 
session 
5-8 July 1977 

Third session 
4 July 1977 

19 January 1~n8 

E/19.78/47 
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Document symbol 
of·report 

ECE/AC.6/2 

STAND/GE.l/9/Rev.l 

STAND/GE.l/11 

ECE/AGRI/36. 

AGRijwP.l/19 

AGRijwP.l/19 
Annex II 

AGRijwP.l/AC.2/2 
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Body and officers 

Group of Experts on Technical 
Co-ordination 

Chairman: Mr. E. Jah.oda 
(Hungary) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Dry and Dried Fruits 

Chairman: Mr. W. Orlowski 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Lopez Puertas 
(Spain) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Egg Products 

Chairman: Mr. J. Rybicki 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Th<Sni 
(Switzerland) 

Group of Experts on Standardization 
of Cut Flowers 

Chairman: Mr. M.J • Zijp 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Ruineau 
(France) 

Joint FAOjECE Working Party on 
Mechanization of Agriculture 

Chairman: Mr. F. Coolman 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. s. Dimov 
(Bulgaria) 

Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on 
Agrarian Structure and Farm 
Rationalization 

Chairman: Mr. M. Bueno (Spain) 
Vice-chairman: Mr. M. Makeenko · (USSR) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Symposium 
on the Effects of Pollution on 
Vegetation 

Chairman: Mr. J.G. ten Houten 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Wolak 
(Poland) 

Session Document symbol 
of report 

Twenty-third AGRijWP.l/GE.l/10 
session 
19-22 April 1977 
Ankara (Turkey) 

Twenty-fifth session AGRijWP.l/GE.2/20 
6-9 February 1978 . .., 

Second session AGRijWP.ljGE.8/13 
16-18 January 1978 

Fifth session AGRijWP.l/GE.9/10 
2-4 May 1977 

Sixth session AGRijWp.1jGE.9/12 
10-12 April 1978 

' .. 
Twenty-third session FAOjECE/AGRijWP.2/ll 
6-9 September 1977 
Washington D.c. 
(United States) 

Second session FAOjECE/AGRijWP.3/4 
9-13 January 1978 

21-22 November 1977 AGR/CSEM.8/AC.l/2 
TIM P.3/AC.5/2 



Bo~ and officers Session 

CHEMICAL INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 

Chemical Industr,y Committee 

Chairman: Mr. A. Crystal 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. A. Dedov (USSR) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on the Use 
of Chemicals in Housing and Industrial 
Construction 

Chairman: Mr. J. Balassa 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. M.J .A. Philippe 
(Belgium) 

Group of Experts on the Periodic 
Survey of the Chemical Industry 

Chairman: Mr. J. Turonek 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Schuster 
(Federal Republic 
of German;y) 

Symposium on International Economic 
and Technical Co-operation in the 
Chemical Industr,y 

Chairman: Mr. E. Gaal (Hungary) 
Vice-Ghainnen: Mr. F.M. Hengleim 

(Federal Republic 
of Germa.ey) 
Mr. J. Kaczor (Poland) 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar 
on Air Pollution Problems from Specific 
Branches of the Organic Chemical 
Industry 

Chairman: Mr. W.J. Kolstee 
(Netherlands) 

Tenth session 
12-15 September 1977 
Moscow (USSR) 

29-3) June 1917 

Fifth session 
27-28 June 1971 

9-13 May 1977 
Budapest (Hungar,y) 

12-14 December 1977 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar on 2-3 March 1978 
Systems of Programming and Long-term 
Planning for Chemical Industr,y Development 

Chairman: Mr. R. Dolczewski 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Hope 
(United Kingdom) 
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Document symbol 
·of report 

ECE/CHEM/20 

CHEM/Ac.8/2 

CHEM/GE.l/ 4 · 

CHEM/SEM. 4/2 

CHEM/SEM. 7/PM/1 
ENV /SEM.9/PM/2 

CHEM/SllM.8/AC/2 
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Bo~ and officers Session 

COAL COMMITTEE 

Coal Committee 

Chairman: Mr. R. Scheid 
(Federal Republic 
of Gel'IIlaJlY) 

Seventy-third 
session 
26-29 September 1977 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. z. Wegrzyk (Poland) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts to Consider 16;..18 January 1978 
Details of Intensified Co-operation on 
Selected Research and Development 
Projects in the Field of Coal 
Gasification, Liquefaction and Treatment 
and to Draw up a List of Subjects Most 
Suitable for Such Co-operation 

Chairman: Mr. T. Geerssen 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. M. Karkoshka 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Group of Experts on Productivity and Eighth session 
Management Problems in the Coal Industry 22-24 June 1977 

Chairman: Mr. A. Kurnosov 
(USSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. F. Benthaus 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Group of Experts on Coal Statistics 

Chairman: Mr. w. Oakland 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. Muszkiet 
(Poland) 

Group of Experts on the Utilization 
and Preparation of Solid Fuels 

Chairman: Mr. J. Barker 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. V. Ruban (USSR) 

Fourteenth session 
27-29 June 1977 

Eighth session 
20-22 June 1977 

Document symbol 
of report 

ECE/COAL/34 

COAL/AC.2/4 

GOAL/GE.l/10 

COAL/GE.2/10 

COAL/GE. 3/10 

Meeting of Directors of National 
Mining Research Institutes 

Fourth session COAL/GE.4/6 

Chairman: Mr. z. Matusek 
(czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Tregelles 
{United K~gdom) 

Working Party on Coal Trade 

Chairman: Mr. B. de Corn 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. M. Cernovsky 
(czechoslovakia) 

19-23 March 1978 
Ostrava (Czechoslovakia) 

Sixteenth session COAL/WP.l/34 
30 June -
1 July 1977 

Seventeenth session COALjWP.1/36 
12-13 January 1978 



Bo~ and officers 

Preparator.y Meeting for the Symposium 
on Gasification and Liquefaction of 
Coal 

Chairman: Mr. z. Wegrzyk 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Vener. 
(United States) 

Session 

18-19 May 1977. 

CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS 

Conference of European Statisticians 

Chairman: Mr;. D. Tchervanev 
(Byelorussian SSR) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. L. Bosse 
(Austria) 
Mr. I. Latific 
(Yugoslavia) 
Mr. T.P. Linehan 
(Ireland) 

Meeting on Population Censuses 

Chairman: Mr. W. van Waelvelde 
(Belgium) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Klinger 
(Hungary) 

Meeting on Population and Housing 
·censuses 

Chairman: Mrs. L. Skott 
(Denmark) 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. T. Dluska 
(Poland) 

Meeting on Housing Censuses 

Chairman: Mr. A. Stukel 
(Canada) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. G. Vukovich 
(Hungary) 

Meeting on Environmental Statistics 

Chairman: Mr. K. Medin (Sweden) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Barta (Hungar.y) 

Meeting on Problems relating to 
Household Surveys 

Twenty-fifth 
plenary session 
27 June -
1 July 1917 

9~13 May 1917 

21-25 November 1977 

31 May-
3 June 1977 

9-13 January 1978 

20-23 ~ilarch 1978 

Chairman: Mr. J .L. Sanchez-Crespo 
(Spain) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. D. Doumnov (USSR) 
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Document symbol 
of report 

COAL/SEM. 6/ AC /2 

ECE/CES/10 

CES/Ac.6/142 

CES/Ac.6/i'JJ 
HBP/ACe5/2 

CES/AC.30/8 
HBP/AC .. 4/2 

CES/AC.40/15 
ENV/AC.6/2 

CES/ AC. 48/11 
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Bo~ and officers 

Working Party on Electronic Data 
Processing 

Chairman: Mr. T.F. Hughes 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. T. Walczak 
(PolQd) 

Working Part, on National Accounts 
and Balances 

Chairman: Mr. J .A. Rushbrook 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. H. Eidelman (USSR) 

Seminar on Integrated Statistical 
Information Systems and Related 
Matters (ISIS '77) 

Chairman: Mr. A. Klas 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Session 

Fifteenth session 
17-21 April 1978 

Ninth session 
13-17 Februar,y 1978 

26-30 September 1977 
Bratislava 
(Czechoslovakia) 

COMMITTEE ON ELECTRIC POWER 

Committee on Electric Power 

Chairman: Mr. M. Rusnak 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. c. Cassapoglou 
(Greece) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Preparation of 
a Terminology Suited to the Needs of 
the Committee on Electric Power 

Chairman: Mr. c. Tabet 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. K. Strauss 
(United Kingdom) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Use of Nuclear 
Power Stations for the Combined 
Production of Electric Power and Heat 

Chairman: Mr. X. Michon 
(France) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. z. Skopec 
(Poland) 

Group of Experts on Problems of 
Planning and Operating Large Power 
Systems 

Chairman: Mr. G. Colamarino 
(Italy) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. A. Andreiescu 
(Romania) 

Thirty-sixth 
session 
21-25 November 1977 

27-28 Februar,y 1978 

12-13 September 1977 

Ninth session 
13-15 June 1977 

Docuinent symbol 
of report 

CES,/wP.22/55 

CES/SEM.9/13 

ECE,/EP/27 

EP/ACe3/4 

EP/ACe4/2 

EP/GE.2/10 



Body and officers 

Group of Experts on Electric Power 
Stations 

Chairman: Mr. V • Zhilin (USSR) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Feron (France) 

Group of Experts on the Relationship 
between Electricity and the 
Environment 

Chainnan: Mr. J. Lindsay 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Yakovlev 
(USSR) 

Symposium on Load-curve Coverage in 
Future Electric Power Generating 
Systems 

Session 

Eighth session 
· 3-5 October 1977 

Sixth session 
5-7 October 1977 

24-28 October 1977 
Rome (Italy) 

Chainnan: Mr. A. Angelini 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chainnen: Mr. E. Sovary (Hungary) 
Mr. A. Di Perna 
(Italy) 
Mr. F.J. Willekens 
(Netherlands) 
Mr. A. Loeffler (German 
Democratic Republic) 
Mr. A. Plumpton 
(United Kingdom) 

COMMITTEE ON GAS 

Committee on Gas 

Chairman: Mr. G. Robert 
(France) 

Vice-Chainnan: Mr. J. Danhelka 
(czechoslovakia) 

Group of Experts on Gas Statistics 
and Forecasting Problems 

Chairman: Mr. W.F.M. Beams 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Margulov (USSR) 

Group of Experts on the Use and 
Distribution of Gas 

Chairman: Mr. G. Kora.nyi 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Spee 
(Netherlands) 

Twenty-fourth 
session 
23-27 January 1978 

Sixteenth session 
28-30 November 1977 

Eighth session 
9-11 May 1977 
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Document symbol 
of report 

EP/GE.3/10 

EP/SEM.5/2 

ECE/GAS/38 

GAS/GE.l/10 

GAS/GE.2/10 
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Body and officers 

Group of Experts on the Transport 
and Storage of Gas 

Chairman: Mr. H.s. Jones 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. I. Geangala 
(Romania) 

Group of Experts on Natural Gas 
Resources 

Chairman: Mr. w. Schott 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Parshev 
(Ukrainian SSR) 

Symposium on the Gas Industry and 
Environment 

Chairman: Mr. I.M. Glazkov 
(Byelorussian SSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Bakker 
(Netherlands) 

Session 

Eighth session 
11-13 ~1ay 1977 

Second session 
5-6 May 1977 

20-26 June 1977 
Minsk 
(Byelorussian SSR) 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING 

Committee on Housing, Building and 
Planning 

Chairman: Mr. H .. Hinrichs 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Cg Kotela (Poland) 

Thirty-eighth 
session 
29 August -
2 September 1977 

Meeting on Housing Censuses 31 May -
Chairman: Mr .. A. Stukel (Canada) 3 June 1977 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Vukovich 

(Hungary) 

Meeting on Population and Housing 
Censuses 

Chairman: Mrs .. L. Skott 
(Denmark) 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. T. Dluska 
(Poland) 

Group of Experts on Housing, Building 
and Planning Problems and Policies in 
the Countries of Southern Europe 

Chairman: Mr. R. Lecourt 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. z. Genchev 
(Bulgaria) 

21-25 November 1977 

Eighth meeting 
31 October -
5 November 1977 
Nice (France) 

Document symbol 
of report 

GASjGE.3/lO 

GAS/GE.4/4 

GAS/SEM.3/2 

ECE/HBP/22 

HBP/AC.4/2 
CES/AC. 30/8 

HBP/AC.5/2 
CES/AC~6/150 

HBPjGE.,2/9 



'Body and officers 

Ad hoc Meeting of Government Officials 
and Experts concerned with Regulations 
on Structural Safety and Loads 

Chairman:, Mr. Me Tichy 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Aakre (Norway) 

Session 

9-13 May ~977 
Vyskov 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Programmes and 19-22 December 1977 
Priorities for International Standards 
Work and Approvals in the Building Field 

Chairman: Mr. J. Burgess 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. V. Sychev (USSR) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Fire Protection 
Regulations, Standards and Research 

Chairman: Mr. I. Borbely 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Wahlstrom 
(Sweden) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Requirements for 
Construction in Seismic Regions 

Chairman: Mr. s. Bubnov 
(Yougoslavia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J • Ferry Borges 
(Portugal) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Integrated Physical, 
Socio-economic and Environmental 
Planning 

Chairman: Mr. A. Hauge (Norway) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Role of 
Transportation in Urban Planning, 
Development and Environment 

Chairman: Mr. P .. Meijer 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Agassiants 
(USSR) 

Group of Experts on Urban and 
Regional Research 

Chairman: Mr. L. Horniak 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R. Lecourt 
(France) 

Seminar on Housing Poliqy 

Chairman: Mr. o. Lindblom 
(Finland) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. A. Steensma 
(Netherlands) , 
Mr. V. Lebedev (USSR) 

14-18 November 1977 
Budapest (Hungary) 

3-7 April 1978 
Belgrade 
(Yugoslavia) 

:fJ November -
2 December 1977 

23-25 January 1978 

Ninth meeting 
20-24 Februar,y 1978 

4-9 July 1977 
Turku (Finland) 
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Seminar on Building ResearCh Policies 

Chairman: Mr. G. Cederwall 
(sweden) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. D. Katanov (USSR) 
Mr. A. Newburg 
(United States) 

Seminar on the Impact of Energy 
Considerations on the Planning and 
Development of Human Settlements 

Chairman: Mr. M. Strong (canada) 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. A. Iak:i.mtchuk 

(Byelorussian SSR) 
Mr. J.L. Seip (Norway) 

Preparator,y Meeting for the Seminar 
on Land-use Policies 

Chairman: Mr. G. Svenson (Sweden) 

Session 

23-27 May 1977 
Gavle (Sweden) 

3-14 October 1977 
Ottawa (Canada) 

25-27 January 1978 

INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 

Inland Transport Committee 

Chairman: Mr. B. Kozin (USSR) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. c. Woelker 

(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Ad hoc Meeting for Reviewing Transport 
Development Trends 

Chairman: Mr. P.R. Jordanis 
(Switzerland) 

Group of Experts on Transport 
Statistics 

Chairman: Mr. I. Palos 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. M. Ledru 
(France) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Rapporteurs to Study 
Statistics concerning the Use of 
Energy in Transport 

Chairman: Mr. A. Pisarski 
(United States) 

Thirty-seventh 
session 
30 Januar,y -
3 February 1978 

10-14 October 1977 

Thirty-first 
session 
5-9 December 1977 

3-5 October 1977 

Ad hoc Meeting on Road Traffic Censuses 5-7 September 1977 

Chairman: Mr. B. Beukers 
(Netherlands) 

Group of Experts on the Transport of 
Perishable Foodstuffs 

Chairman: Mr. P. Petitmermet 
(Switzerland) 

Thirty-first session 
24-27 October 1977 

Document symbol 
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HBP/SEM.l6/3 

HBP /SEM.l7 /2 

HBP/SEM.l8/PM/2 

ECE /TRANS /28 

TRANS/AC.l/ 4 

TRANS/GE.6/6 

TRANS/GE.6/AC.l/5 

TRANS/GE.6/AC.2/2 

TRANS/GE.ll/9 
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Group of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods 

Chairman: Mr. L. Spencer 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Andronov 
(USSR) 

Joint Meeting of. the RID Safety 
Committee and the ECE Group of Experts 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Chairman: Mr. w. Kirschsieper 
(Switzerland) 

Vice-Chainnan: Mr. N. Lamme 
(Netherlands) 

Session 

Twenty-ninth 
session 
9-13 May 1977 

10-21 October 1977 

Chairman: Mr. w. Kirschsieper 3-14 April 1978 
(Switzerland) Be.rne (Switzerland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. F. Gommel (Federal 
Republic of Germaey) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Container 
Transport (GRCT) 

Chairman: Mr. M. Beazley 
(United Kingdom) 

Group of Experts on Customs Questions 
affecting Transport 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne 
(France) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Customs 
Questions concerning Containers (GRCC) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Bendall 
(United Kingdom) 

Working Party on Road Transport 

Chairman: Mr. W. von Hc:.rpe 
(Finland) 

Chairman: Mr. A. Viktor 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. w. von Harpe 
(Finland) 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Development of 
the International Road Network in 
South-East Europe 

Chairman: Mr. P. Rabar (Hungary) 

Group of Experts on Road Traffic Safety 

Chairman: Mr. B. Quist 

Nineteenth session 
12-15 September 1977 

Twentieth session 
13-16 February 1978 

Thirty-eighth 
session 
17-20 October 1977 

Twenty-first session 
12-14 October 1977 

Twenty-second session 
13-17 March 1978 

Sixty-second 
(special) session 
18-22 July 1977 

Sixty-third session 
28 November -
2 December 1977 

13-15 June 1977 
Athens (Greece) 

Thirty-second session 
6-10 June 1977 

Vice-Chairman: 
(Netherlands) Thirty-third session 
Mr. v. Astachov (USSR) 26-29 September 1977 
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Group of Experts on the Construction 
of Vehicles 

Session 

Fift,y-second session 
20-24 June 1977 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) Fifty-third session 
Mr. L. Andronov (USSR) 24-28 October 1977 ·· 

Document symbol 
of.report 

TRANS/SCljWP29/29 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/32 

Fifty-fourth session TRANS/SC1/WP29/37 
6-10 March 1978 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Harmonization 
of Requirements on Motor Vehicles 
Construction 

Chairman: Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) 

.Ad hoc Meeting on the Programme of Work 
of the Group of Experts on the 
Construction of Vehicles 

Chairman: Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Noise (GRB) 

Chairman: Mr. P. Tippmann 
(Federal Republic 
of Germaey) 

Group of Rapporteurs on 
Crashworthiness (GRCS) 

31 October -
1 November 1977 

16-17 June 1977 

20-21 October 1977 

2-3 March 1978 

Sixth session 
4-7 October 1977 
Brussels (Belgium) 

First session 
12-15 September 1977 

Chairman: Mr. G. Pocci (Italy) Second session 
16-20 Januar.y 1978 

Group of Rapporteurs on Protective 
Devices (GRDP) 

Chairman: Mr. C. Lomonaco 
(Italy) 

Group of Rapporteurs on Lighting and 
Light-signalling (GRE) 

· Second session 
25-29 July 1977 
Third session 
14-17 Februar.y 1978 
Rome (Italy) 

First session 
11-14 July 1977 

TRANS/SCljWP29/.AC.l/4 

TRANS/SCljWP29/.Ac.2/3 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/.AC.2/4 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/.AC.2/5 

TRANS/SCljWP29/GRB/4 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRCS/l 

TRANS/SCljWP29/GRCS/2 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRDP/2 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRDP/3 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRE/l 

Chairman: Mr. J.G. Kuiperbak 
(Netherlands) 

Second session TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRE/2 

Group of Rapporteurs on Air 
Pollution (GRPA) 

4-7 April 1978 
The Hague (Netherlands) 

· Seventeenth session 
22-25 August 1977 

Chairman: Mr. B. Gauvin .. (France) Eighteenth session 
6-10 Februar,y 1978 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRPA/7 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRPA/8 

Group of Rapporteurs on Brakes and Second session TRANS/SCljWP29/GRRF/2 
Running Gear (GRRF) . 

Chairman: Mr. P. Tippmann 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

7-10 November 1977 
Frankfurt ,/Main (Federal 
Republic of Germaey) 



Body and officers 

Group of Rapporteurs on Safety 
Provisions on Motor Coaches and 
Buses (GRSA) 

Chairman: Mr. H. Perring 
(United Kingdom) 

Group of Rapporteurs on General Safety 
Provisions (GRSG) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Furness 
(United Kingdom) 

Working Party on Rail Transport 

Chairman: Mr. G. Hatnean 
(Romania) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Gauthier 
(France) 

Working Party on Inland Water Transport 

Chairman: Mr. 6. Vass (Hungary) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr •. s. Glazenburg 

(Netherlands) 

Group of·Experts on the Standardization 
of Technical Requirements for Vessels 
and of Ships' Papers 

Chairman: Mr. 6. Va.ss (Hungary) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. J.F. Levy (France) 

Group of Experts on the Standardization 
of Rules of the Road and Signs and 
Signals in Inland Navigation 

Session 

Seventeenth session 
10-13 May 1977 

Eighteenth session 
5-9 December 1977 
London (United Kingdom) 

Twenty-eighth 
session 
23-27 May 1977 
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TRANS/SCljwP29/GRSA/8 

TRANS/SCljwP29/GBBA/9 

TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSG/7 

Twenty-ninth session TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSG/8 
19-23 September 1977 
London (United Kingdom) 

Thirtieth session TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSG/9 
15-18 November 1977 
Barcelona (Spain) 

Thirty-first session . TRANS/SC1/WP29/GRSG/10 
18-21 April 1978 
Frankfurt/Main (Federal 
Republic of Germany) 

Thirty-first 
session 

· 2-4 November i977 

Twenty-first session 
14-18 November 1977 

Tenth session 
. 3-7 October 1977 
Eleventh session 
6-10 March 1978 

Ninth session 
2-6 May 1917 

Tenth session 

TRANS/SC2/146 

TRANS/SC3/9l 

TRANS/SC3/GE.l/l8 

TRANS/SC3/GE.l/20 

TRANS/SC3/GE.2/l6 

TRANS/SC3/GE.2/18 
Chairman: Mr. J.F. Levy (France) 19-23 September 1977 

Steering Committee (Trans-European 
North-South Motorway Project (TEM)) 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. R. Torovsky 
(Austria) 

· Mr. D. Petropoulos 
(Greece) 

Third session 
27 February -
l March 1978 

Working Group on Technical Co-ordination Second session 
(~) 23-25 November 1977 

Chairman: 

\ 

Mr. M. Cerny 
(czechoslovakia) 

TEM/4 

TEM/TC/2 
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SENIOR ADVISERS 'IQ ECE GOVERNMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments Sixth session 
on Environmental Problems 27 February -

Chairman: Mr. E. Lykke (Norway) 3 March 1978 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Szenes (Hungary) 

Consultative Meeting of the Senior 
Advisers 

Chairman: Mr. E. Lykke (Norway) 

19-21 September 1977 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Szenes (Hungary) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Environmental Perspectives 

Chairman: Mr. J. Spaander 
(Netherlands) 

Ad hoc Meeting on Integrated Physical, 
Socio-economic and Environmental 
Planning 

Chairman: Mr. A. Hauge (Norway) 

12-15 September 1977 
Bilthoven 
(Netherlands) 

30 November -
2 December 1977 

Meeting on Environmental Statistics 9-13 January 1978 

Chairman: Mr. K. Medin (Sweden) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Barta (Hungary) 

Working-Party on Air Pollution Problems Eighth session 

Chairman: Mr. L.E. Reed 
(United Kingdom) 

10-12 January 1978 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J.W. Werner (Poland) 

Steering Body to the "Co-operative 
Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation 
of the Long-range Transmission of Air 
Pollutants in Europe" 

Chairman: Mr. T. Schneider 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. G. Persson (Sweden) 
Mr. A. Fressman (USSR) 
Mr. L. Reed 
(United Kingdom) 
Mr. D.J. Szepesi 
(Hungary) 

Seminar on Fine Particulates 

Chainnan: Mr. M. Haider 
(Austria) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. A. Jagusiewicz 
(Poland) 

First session 
31 August -
2 September 1977 

17-21 October 1977 
Villach (Austria) 

ECE/ENV/19 

ECEfENv/17 

ENV/R.8o 

ENV/AC.6/2 
CES/ACe40/l5 

ENVjwP.l/10 

ENV/SEM.8/2 
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Preparator,r Meeting for the Seminar on 12-14 December 1977 
Air Pollution Problems from Specific 
Branches of the Organic Chemical 
Industry 

Chairman: Mr. W.J. Kolstee 
(Netherlands) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar on 5-6 December 1977 
Environmental Impact Assessment 

Chairman: Mr. F.G. Hurtubise 
(Canada) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J .A.R. Sobisek 
(Czechoslovakia) 
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ENV/SEM.9/PM./2 
CBEM/SEM •7 /PM/1 

ENV /SEM .10 /PM/2 

SENIOR ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS _ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments 
on Science and Technology 

Chairman: Mr. K. V. Ananichev 
(USSR) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. J.D. de Haan 
(Netherlands) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Technological Forecasting 

Chairman: Mr. G. Smirnov (USSR) 
Vice-chairman: Mr. K. Taylor 

(United Kingdom) 

Sixth session 
4-8 July 1917 

16-17 May 1977 

Ad hoc Meeting on Contributions to the 18-19 May 1977 
Preparations for the United Nations 
Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development 

Chairman: Mr. J.D. de Haan 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. G. Matache 
(Romania) 

Special session to prepare regional 
activities in connexion with UNCSTD 

Chairman: Mr. J.D. de Haan 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-chairman: Mr. G. Gapochka (USSR) 

6-8 December 1977 

ECE/SC.TECH./15 

SC.TECH./AC.9/2 

SC.TECH./AC.l0/2 
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Ad hoc Meeting on.ECE Sponsorship 
of Study Groups Bringing Together 
Younger Scientists and Technologists 
with Eminent Specialists 

Chairman: Mr. G. Cortellessa 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman~ Mr. G. Lauterbach 
. (German Democratic 

Republic) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
TeChnological Forecasting 

Chainnan: Mr. J. Menkes 
(United States) 

Vice-Chainnan:. Mr. L. Baworowski 
(Poland) 

Session 

9 December 1917 

20-21 March 1978 

SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS 

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE 
Governments 

Chairman: Mr. I. Prostjakov 
(USSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Mignot (France) 

Fifteenth session 
20-24 February 1978 

Ad hoc Meeting on the Overall Economic 24-28 October 1977-
Perspective 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. o. Thur (Canada) 
Mr. I. Prostjakov 
(USSR) 

Consultation on Draft Part III of the 
Overall Economic Perspective 

Chairman: 
Vice-Chainnan: 

Mr. o. Thur (Canada) 
Mr. I. Prostjakov 
(USSR) 

12-14 December 1977 

Seminar on Employment, Income 6-13 September 1977 
Distribution and Consumption: Long-term St- Maximin-la-
Objectives and Structural Changes Ste-Baume (France) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Daney de 
Marcillac (France) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. z. Fiejka (Poland) 
Mr. W. Haeder (German 
Democratic Republic) 
Mr. o. Thur (canada) 

Document symbol 
of report 

SC .TECH. /AC .11/2 

SC.TECH./AC.l2/2 

ECE/Ec.AD./16 

EC.AD.(XIV)/AC.l/2 

EC.AD./SEM. 5/13 
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STEEL COMMITTEE 

Steel Committee 

Chairman: Mr. z. Sobczy}c 
(Poland) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Ghislain 
(Belgium) 

Group of Experts for the Study on 
Structural Changes in the Iron·and 
Steel-Industry 

Chairman: Mr. M. Fumagalli 
(Italy) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. H. Eberling 
(German Democratic 
Republic) 

Working Party on the Steel Market 

Chairman: Mr. J. Miksa 
(czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. P. Clerget 
(France) 

Group of Rapporteurs on the Steel 
Market 

Chairman: Mr. J. Miksa 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Forty-fifth 
session 
26-28 October 1977 

Third meeting 
24-25 October 1977 

Sixteenth session 
16-17 June 1977 

17 February 1978 

Symposium on the Interrelation between 12-16 December 19T7 
the Iron and Steel Industry and the 
Steel Consuming Sectors 

Chairman: Mr. P. Clerget 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. D. Popov (USSR) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar on 14-15 June 1977 
the Economic and Technical Aspects of 
the Application of Computer Techniq~es · 
in Iron and Steel-making Processes 

Chairman: Mr. M. Knotek 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar 15-16 February 1978 
on Steel Use in Public Works, 
Infrastructure and Construction 

Chairman: Mr. J. Ghislain 
(Belgium) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Horvath 
(Hungary) 
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TIMBER COMMITTEE 

Timber Committee 

Chairman: Mr. F. Palmer 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. V. Nemtsov (USSR) 
Mr. A. Froncillo 
(Italy) 

Thirty-fifth 
session 
17-21 October 1977 

Seminar on Reforestration of Forests 24-27 M~ 1977 
Destroyed by Storm and Fire Hermannsburg, 

Chairmen: Mr. G. Calabri (Ital ) Bruchhausen-Vil~en 
Mr. E. Lammerts van Y (Federal Republ~c 

( ) of Germany) 
Bueren Netherlands A (N th 1 d ) 
M H P L ssen e er an s r. • • ang 
(Austria) 
Mr. N. Dannatt 
(United Kingdom) 

Seminar on Man/Machine Productivity 

Chairman: Mr. A. Staaf (Sweden) 

Joint FAO/ECE Working Party on Forest 
Economics and Statistics 

Chairman: Mr. E. Clicheroux 
(Belgium) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. A. Grayson 
(United Kingdom) 
Mr. I. Predescu 
(Romania) 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on 
Standardization of Stress Grading and 
Finger-jointing of Coniferous Sawnwood 

Chairman: Mr. W.E. Townsley 
(Canada) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Symposium 
on Efficiency in Energy Use in 
Forestry and Wood-working Industries 

Chairman: Mr. B. Quiqua.ndon 
(France) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Symposium 
on the Effects of Pollution on 
Vegetation 

Chairman: Mr. J.G. ten Houten 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Wolak (Poland) 

11-13 April 1978 
Garpenberg (Sweden) 

Eleventh session 
31M~-
3 June 1977 

6-9 June 1977 

16 May 1977 

21-22 November 1977 

Document symbol 
of report 

ECE/TIM/11 

TIM/EFCjwP.2/6 

TIM/WP.3/AC. 3/8 

TIMjwP.3/AC.5/2 
AGRI/SEM.8/AC.l/2 
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Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar 28-29 March 1978 
on Economic and Technical Developments 
in the Furniture Industry 

Chairman: Mr. M. Kalemba 
(Poland) 

COMMITTEE ON THE DEVEIDPMENT OF TRADE 

Committee on the Development 
of Trade 

Chairman: Mr. R. Morawitz 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. z. Krzyl;lztofowicz 
(Poland) 

Ad hoc Meeting to Discuss the 
Multilateral Notification System 
(MUNOSYST) 

Chairman: Mr. P. Kraneveld 
(Netherlands) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. I. Major 
(Hungary) 

Group of Experts on International 
Contract Practices in Industry 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mr. H. Stumpf 
(Federal Republic 
of Germany) 
Mr. I. Szasz (Hungary) 

Working Party on Facilitation of 
International Trade Procedures 

Chairman: Mr. v. Kostikov 
(USSR) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. R.c. Milne 
(canada) 

Group of Experts on Automatic Data 
Processing and Coding 

Chairman: Mr. v. David 
(Czechoslovakia) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. E. Borgstrom 
(Sweden) 

Twenty-sixth 
session 
28 November -
2 December 1977 

15-16 September 1977 

Twelfth session 
9-13 May 1977 

Thirteenth session 
30 January -
3 February 1978 

Sixth session 
8-10 June 1977 

Seventh session 
9-10 February 1978 

Fifteenth session 
1 June 1977 
Sixteenth session 
26-28 September 1977 

Seventeenth session 
2-6 February 1978 
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Group of Experts on Data Requirements 
and Documentation 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. I. Balazs 
(Hungary) 

Chairman: Mr. J. Duquesne 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. K. Miziniak 
(Poland) 

Session 

Fifteenth session 
6 June 1971 

Sixteenth session 
29-30 September 1977 

Seventeenth session 
7-8 February 1978 

COMMITTEE ON WATER PROBLEMS 

Committee on Water Problems 

Chairman: Mr. T. Krempels 
(Hungary) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. G.D. Cobb 
(United States) 

Group of Experts on Aspects of 
Water Quality and Quantity 

Chairman: Mr. J .E. Brachet 
(France) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. B. Mate 
(Hungary) 

Preparatory Meeting for the Seminar 
on Rational Utilization of Water 

Chairman: Mr. P.J. Parsons 
(United Kingdom) 

Vice-Chairman: Mr. L. Roussak 
(USSR) 

Ninth session 
14-18 November 1977 

Fifth session 
25-27 M~ 1977 

13-15 March 1978 

Document symbol 
of report 

TRADEjWP.4/GE.2/30 

TRADE/WP.4/GE.2/32 

ECEjWATER/19 

WATER/GE .1/10 

WATER/SEM.6/PM/2 
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l!Q1!: The language versions issued are indicated by the following abbreviations: 
E, English; F, French; R, Russian; E/F, bilingual (English/French); 
E/F/R, trilingual (English/French/Russian); *, published by Pergamon Press 
for the United Nations. · 

GENERAL 

Annual Report of the ECE to the ECOSOC, 10 April 1976- 30 April 1977, 
Volo I and II (E/5944-E/ECE/928 and Addol) E F R 

Economic Survey of Europe in 1976 - Part I: The European Economy in 
1976 (Sales No. 77.II.E.l) Part II: The five-year plans for 
1976-198o in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union (Sales No. 77 .II.E.ll) E F R 

Economic Bulletin for Europe, Vola 29 - A. Recent Changes in 
Europe's Trade; B. Case Study on Specialization in East~West Trade 
(Sales Noe 78oii.E.4) E F R 

Structure and Change in European Industry (Sales No. 77.II.E.3) E F R 

AGRICULTURE 

Seventh Report on Output, Expenses and Income of Agriculture in 
European Countries, 196o-1968, Vol. I and II (ECE/AGRI/28) 

Prices of Agricultural Products and Selected Inputs in Europe and 
North America 1975/76 - Annual ECE/FAO Price Review No. 26 
(ECE/AGRI/30) (Sales No. 77.II.E.6) 

Agricultural Trade Review No. 14: Agricultural Trade in Europe -
Recent Developments (prepared in 1976), the European market for 
unmanufactured tobacco (ECE/AGRI/32) (Sales No. 77.II.E.9) 

Agricultural Market Review No. 19: Review of the Agricultural 
Situation in Europe at the End of 1976; Vol. I: General review, grain, 
livestock and meat; Vol. II: Dairy products, eggs (ECE/AGRI/33) 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

(Sales No. 77 .II.E. 7) . E F R 

Proceedings of the Symposium on Frozen and Quick Frozen Food -
New Aspects for Agricultural Production and Marketing, Budapest 
(Hungary), 25-28 April 1977 (ECE/AGRI/34) 

Use of Hydraulic Transmission Systems in Tractors and Self-propelled 
Machines: AGRijMECH Report No. 68 (FAO/ECE/AGRijWP.2/9) 

Equipment and Techniques for Manure Treatment: AGRI/MECH Report 
No. 69 (FAOjECE/AGRijWP.2/lO) 

Revised European Standard No. ll/Rev.2 - Strawberries 
(AGRijWP.l/EUR.STAN.ll/Rev.2) 
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E F R 

E F R 
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Revised European Standard No. 14/Rev.2 - Table grapes 
(AGRijWP.l/EUR.STAN.l4/Rev.2) 

Revised European Standard No. 23/Rev.l - Cucumbers 
(AGRijWP.ljEUR.STAN.23/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 27/Rev.l - Horse-radish 
(AGRijwP.ljEUR.STAN.27/Rev.l) 

Revised European Standard No. 40/Rev.l - Raspberries 
(AGRijWP.ljEUR.STAN.40/Rev.l) 

Protein and Non-Protein Nitrogen for Ruminants, Proceedings of 
a Symposium held in Geneva, 10-14 Januar,y 1977 

Frozen and Quick-frozen Food, Proceedings of a Symposium held 
in Budapest (Hungary), 25-28 April 1977 

CHEMICALS 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

* 

* 

Annual Review of the Chemical Industry 1975 (ECE/CHEM/16) E F R 

The Raw material Requirements of the Chemical Industry (ECE/CHEM/17) · E F R 

Energy Requirements of the Chemical Industry (ECE/CHEM/19) E F R 

Annual Review of the Chemical Industr,y.,. 1976 (ECE/CHEM/21) E F R 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Air Pollution Problems of the Inorganic 
Chemical Industry, 1-6 November 1976, Vol. I and II 
(CHEM/SEM.5/3-ENV/SEMe7/3) E F R 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of Trade in Chemical Products, 1976, Vol. III 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.22) 

ENERGY 

The Coal Situation in the ECE Region in 1975 and its Prospects· 
(ECE/COAL/21) 

Current Position and Recent Developments relating to the Control of 
Atmospheric and Water Pollution caused by the Operation and 
Products of Coking Plants (ECE/COAL/24) 

Various AsRects of the Use of Coal in the Chemical Industry 
(ECE/COAL/25) 

methods of Constructing and Means of Introducing Integrated Data 
Processing Systems to Meet the Management Requirements of Collieries 
and Groups of Collieries (ECE/COAL/26) 

Mechanization and Automation of Shaft-sinking and Road-driving 
in Coal and in Rock (ECE/COAL/27) 

Progress Achieved in Mobile Powered Supports (ECE/COAL/28) 
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E F R 
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Consolidation of Coal and Rock by Injection of Appropriate 
Substances in Workings (ECE/COAL/29) · · 

A Stu~ of Factors Influencing the Achievement of High Over-all 
and High-face Productivity in Mines (on the basis of e . .xamples of 
mines showing high over-all and face productivity)(ECE/COAL/30) 

UN-ECE: Coal:· 1985 and beyond -A Perspective Stu~ 

Electric Power and the Environment, Vol. IV, v, VI and VII 
(ECE/EP/19) 

Electricity and the Environment, Vol. I (ECE/EP/22) 

Methods used in Training Personnel for the Nuclear Power Stations 
(ECEjEP /24) 

Economic and Technical Problems arising from Long-distance Transport 
of Heat for District Heating (ECEjEP/26) 

The Gas Situation in the ECE Region in 1975 and its Prospects 
(ECE/GAS/32) 

Underground Storage of Gas (ECE/GAS/34) 

The Use of Gas to Meet Total Energy Needs of Certain Types of 
Consumption Centres (ECE/GAS/35) _ 

First Report on the Rational Use of Gas in the Various Sectors of 
the Economy: Methods of Determining the Efficiency in the Use of Gas 
(ECE/GAS/36) _ _ . _ -

Investments in the Gas Industr.y and their Financing Possibilities 
from 1970 to l98o (ECE/GAS/37) . 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of General Energy Statistics for Europe, 1975, 
Vol. VIII (Sales No. 77eii.E.5) 

Annual Bulletin of Coal Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. XI 

E F R 

E F R 

* 

E F R 
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E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 

E/F/R 

(Sales No. 77.II.E.l4) E/F/R 

Quarterly Bulletin of Coal Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. XXV, No.4 E/F/R 

Quarterly Bulletin of Coal Statistics for Europe, 1977, Vol. XXVI, 
No. 1, 2 and 3 

Annual Bulletin of Electric Energy Statistics for Europe, 1976, 
Vol. XXII (Sales No. 77eii.E.l7) 

Half-yearly Bulletin of Electric Energy Statistics for Europe, 1977, 
Vol. XXII, No. l and 2 

Annual Bulletin of Gas Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. XXII 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.l9) 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 



E/1978/47 
E/ECE/960 
Annex III 
page 4 

ENVIRONII'IENT 

Proceedings of the Second Seminar on Desulphurization of Fuels and 
Combustion Gases, Washington D.c. (United States), 11-17 November 
1975, Vol. I, II, III and IV (ENV/SEM.4/3) 

Proceedings of the Seminar on the Principles and Creation of 
Non-waste Technology and Production, Paris (France), 29 November-
4 December 1976 (ENV/SEM.6/3) 

Non-waste Technology and Production, Proceedings of the above 
mentioned Seminar 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Air Pollution Problems of the Inorganic 
Chemical Industry, 1-6 Novemb.er. ·1976, Vol. I and II 
(ENV /SEM. 7/3-CHEM/SEM.5/3) 

HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING 

E F R 

E F R 

* 

EFR 

The Improvement of Housing and its Immediate Surroundings (ECE/HBP/21) E F R 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Special Housing Needs, The Hague 
(Netherlands), 8-13 November 1976 (HBP/SEM.l3/2) E F R 

Housing for Special Groups, Proceedings of the above mentioned Seminar * 

The Building Industry and the Environment: Proceedings of the 
Fifth ECE Seminar on the Building Industry, Budapest (Hungary) 
4-8 October 1976 (HBP/SEM.l4/4) . E F R 

Building Research Policies, Proceedings of a Seminar held in 
Gavle (Sweden), 23-27 MCI\Y' 1977 * 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe, 
1976, Vol. XX (Sales No. 77GII.E.l2) 

SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS 

Proceedings of the Seminar on Factors of Growth and Investment 
Policies: An International Approach, Budapest (Hungary), 
13-18 December 1976 (ECEjEc.AD./15) (Sales No. 77.II.E.l3) 

Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region up to 1990 
(ECEjEC.AD./17) 

Report on Current Research during the Year 1976 on the Use of 
Mathematical rllethods in Economic Analysis (EC.AD./6) 

STATISTICS 

Standardization Input-output Tables of ECE Countries for Years 
around 1965, Statistical Standards and Studies No. 30 
(Sales Noa 77.II.E.l8) 

Statistical Indicators of Short-term Economic Changes in 
ECE Countries, Vol. XX 

E/F/R 
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E F R 
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Role and Place of Engineering Industries in National and World 
Economies - Up-dating to 1970-1975 the Main Statistical Tables, Vol. II 
(ECEjENGIN/12/Vol.II) E/F/R 

Periodic Bulletins 

Statistics of World Trade in Steel, 1976 (Sales No. 77.II.E .. l6) 

Annual Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. IV 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.l0) 

Quarterly Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. XXVII, 
No. 4 

Quarterly Bulletin of Steel Statistics for Europe, 1977, Vol. XXVIII, 
No. 1, 2 and 3 

TTI>ffiER 

Exchange of Information - List of organizations engaged in forest 
working techniques, mechanization and environmental problems related 
to forestry (Tn~jEFcjwP.,l/6) 

Proceedings of the Symposium on the Harvesting of a Larger Part of 
the Forest Biomass, Hyvinkaa (Finland), 14-16 June 1976, Vol. I and 
II (TB1/EFCjwP .. l/SEM.3/3) 

Behaviour of Wood Products in Fire, Proceedings of a Seminar held 
in Oxford (United Kingdom), 22-25 March 1977 

Supplements to the Timber Bulletin for Europe 

Volume XXIX 

Supplement No. 

5 Forest Products Apparent Consumption Statistics for the 
ECE Region 1950~1975 

6 Papers presented to the Symposium on Extending the Use 
of Wood Residues, Bucarest (Romania), 27 September-
1 October 1976 7 Parts I and II 

Volume XXX 

Supplement No., 

1 Annual Forest Products Market Review 
I 

2 ECE Recommended Standard for Stress Grading of Coniferous 
Sawn Timber 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E/F/R 

E F R 

E/F/R 
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3 ECE Recommended Standard for Finger-jointing in Structural 
Coniferous Sawn Timber 

4 Forest Products Market Trends in 1977 and Prospects for 1978 

5 Investment in the Forestry and Wood-processing Sector 

6 Forest Products Statistics - Price series 1950-1976 

Periodic Bulletins 

Timber Bulletin for Europe, Vol. XXIX, No. 2 

Timber Bulletin for Europe, Vol. XXX, No. 1 

TRADE -
Marketing and Market Research in East-West Trade (TRADE/INF.4) 

TRANSPORT 

Technical Requirements approved by the Group of Experts on the 
Construction of Vehicles (WP29) for Power-driven Vehicles and 
their Parts and Equipment, Vol·. I (ECE/TRANS/25) 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.8/Vol.I) 

Periodic Bulletins 

Annual Bulletin of Transport Statistics for Europe, 1976, Vol. XXVIII 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.20) 

Statistics of Road Traffic Accidents in Europe, 1976, Vol .. XXIII 
(Sales No. 77.II.E.2l) 

E F R 

E F R 

E F R 
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B. LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION AT ITS THIRTY-'l'HIRD SESSION 

Provisional Agenda for the thirty-third session . E/ECE/929/Rev.l + Add.l 

The Commission's activities and implementation of 
priorities in 1977 (Commission resolution 2 (XXV)) 

Resolutions bearing on the 'ITork of the Commission adopted 
by the Economic and Social Council and the General 
Assembly 

Commission's contribution to the United Nations programmes 
designed to assist developing ~ountries 

Co-operation with other international organizations 

Concentration and integration of the Commission's 
programme of work (Commission decision D (XXXII)) 

The work and future activities of the Commission 
Commission resolution 1 (XXXII) 

Development of trade and industrial co-operation 

Contribution of the Commission to the preparations for the 
United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for 
Development (Commission decision A (XXXII)) 

> 

Economic co-operation in the tJediterranean in the light of 
the Final Act of the CSCE (Commission decision B (XXXII)) 

Selected topics for special attention 
(Commission decision C (XXXII)) 

Problems of land use and land-use planning in the 
ECE region (Commission decision E (XXXII)) 

Dissemination of information 
(Commission decision F (XXXII)) 

The Overall Economic Perspective for the ECE Region 
up to 1990 (Commission decision G (XXXII)) 

General energy problems in the ECE region 
(Commission decision H (XXXII)) 

Standardization (Commission decision I (XXXII)) 

Automation (Commission d.ecision J (XXXII)) 
Engineering industries (Commission decision K (XXXII)) 
Programme of work for 1978~1982 

Holding of all-European congresses or inter-state 
conferences on co-operation in the field of protection 
of the environment, development of transport, and 
energy 

The vrork and future activities of the Commission 
(Operative paragraphs 4 and 5 of Commission 
resolution 1 (XXXII)) -
Communication from t~e Government of Czechoslovakia 

Communication from the Government of Poland 

Communication from the Government of the USSR 

Communication from the Govcrrunent of Bulgaria 

Communication from the Government of Hungary 

/930 

/931--

/932 

/933 

/934 

/935 
/936 
/937 
/938 

/939 

/940 

/941 

/942 

/943 

/944 

/945 

/946 

/947 

/948 

/949 

/950 

/951 

/952 

/953 

/J54 

1955 
/956 

+ :corr.l 

+ Add.l 

+ Add.l 
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Corr:nunication from the Government of 
the Byelorussian SSR 

Communication from the Government of 
the Ukrainian SSR 

Communication from the Government of 
the German Democratic Republic 

E/6CE/957 

/958 

/959 

HEPOR'PS OF TID~ PIUNCIPAL SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE COI·'IT·aSSION 

Committee on Agricultural Problems 

Chemical Industry Committee 

Goal Committee 

Conference of European Statisticians 

Committee on Electric Pm-;er 

Committee on Gas 

Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 

Inland Transport Committee 

Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Environmental Problems 

Senior .Advisers to ECE Governments on 
Science and Technology 

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE Governments 

Steel Committee 

Timber Committee 

Committee on the Development of Trade 

Committee on Water Problems 

REPORTS OF OTHER SlJ'BSIDIAHY BODIES 

1-Jorking Party on fmtomation 

Ad hoc J.1eeting on l'Te;·T Issues affecting the Energy 
Economy of the EC:S Region in the Medium and Long 
Term and on Problems of Energy Economy ancl Efficiency 

Ad hoc Meeting of Experts on Engineering Industries 

Ad hoc Consultative ?.:eeting of Governmental Experts 
on Land Use and Land-Use Planning 

1;leeting of Government Officials Responsible for 
Standardization Policies 

BACKGROUND DO CUI;1EIITTS 

Pre-publication text of the Economic Survey of 
Europe in 1977, Part I -Chapters l and 2 

Chapter 3 
Ne1t1 Issues Affecting the Energy Economy of the ECE 

ECE/AGRI/36 

ECE/CHErfJ/20 

ECE/COAL/34 

ECE/CES/10 

ECE/EP/27 

ECE/GAS/38 

ECE/HBP/22 

ECE/TRANS/28 + .Add~l 

ECEjENV/19 

ECE /sc. TECH. /15 

ECEjEC.AD./16 . 

ECE/STEEL/19 

ECE/THI/11 

ECE/TRADE/128 

ECEjvTATER/19 

ECE/AUTOJ.';AT/8 

ECE/AC.S/2 

ECEjENGIN/11 

ECE/AC.6/2 

ECE /ST.!U;D /16 

ECE(XXXIII)/1 
/Add.l 

Region in the i'.:ediu.'ll and Long Term (Preliminary version) . 
. ECE(XXXIII)/2 + Add.l 

to 3 









Printed at U.N. Geneva ' 

;;..~oo:JI t'~l ..:..IJ_,.:..:.. .Jr. J_,....JI ~ 
\.o- J-~ _.:!1 <.,;U1 (J.o 4,:< ~I • ~WI .\.,.;1 ~.) ~j_,:ll JJ>J .:,l,£.-JI (J.o ;~\ r"~l .:..l;r-~ J....-JI <.f..._ 

• '-':'>:- .) Ji ~JY..>f .) ~I ~'"""'' ......WI r"~l , Jl .,_£1 Jj 

uofiiJ ~~~-@-001!'. ll&~ 

~il-00/fll'.i !lttEi:t!t ?1-~ll!!lf.J 45r.!i~~~~~Jey:tf ~~o illicl 45r.5 ii!Jftil*~llHtlm~(J* 8 P<JJUf..J~OOii'H!Hllo 

HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors 
. throu~hout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales 

Section, New· York or Geneva. 

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES 

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences 
depositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous aupres de votre libraire ou adressez-vous 
a: Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve. 

KAK IIOJIY'IHTL H3J(AHHJI OPrAHH3AJt:HH OB'LEJ(HHEHHLIX HAU:HH 

H3.rtaHHR OpraHH3a~HH 06"be.z:tHHeHHhiX Ha~Hii MOlKHO KyrrHTh B KHHlKHhiX Mara-
3HHax H areHTCTfaX BO BCCX paHOHaX MHpa. HaBO.l:(HTe crrpaBKH 06 H3.l:(aHHRX B 
BaWeM KHHlKHOM Mar"a3HHC HJIH IIHWHTe IIO a.z:tpecy: 0praHH3a~HR 06"I>e.l:(HHCHHhiX 
Ha~Hii, CeK~HR no rrpo.z:tame H3.z:taHHii, Hhro-:FiopK HJIH :>KeHeBa. 

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estan en venta en librerias y casas distri­
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirijase a: Naciones 
Unidas, Secci6n de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra. 

Price: $U.S. 9.00 GE.78-45383-July 1978-3,865 
(or equivalent in other currencies) 




