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ENGLISJ 

This organization presents a 11l·:emorandum Concerning the Necessity of 

a Convention on Missing Persons" dated 16 June 1948. This necessity arises 

from the disappearance of about ten million European civilians during the 

lrar due to starvation, disease, military action, mass deportation, and 

extermination, under conditions which make it impossible to officially recore 

their deaths or to obtain material evidence concerning the time, cause and 

circt~stances. This lack of evidence exceedingly complicates the problem of 

the legal status of Missing Persons. '.i'he enactoent of speciel lavrs or other 

action by many countries has not solved this problem since a legal docun:.ent 

establi3hing the fact and date of death is always necessary. 

The problem cannot, in fact, be solved on a national basis because the 

Missing Persons, their property and survivors have been or may be in many 

different countries J because most na. tional la-w·s on this subject apply only 

to citizens or persons whose last t,;;;ual residence was within the particular 

country, because courts often refuso to recognize decisions of foreign 

courts, because communication with the judicial and administrative organs of 

foreign states is either not possible or is very slow, because it is 

frequently impossible under existi~3 rules to find a competent court which 

can assume jurisdiction, and because great difficulties arise under 

existing circumstances when several persons have an interest in a 

declaration of death of the same person or when the missing person ~as 

property in a number of states. 
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, The World Jewish Congress, therefore, proposes a Convention to contain 

two mill features: 

1. T!J.e setting up of 1·ules fo:;.· lLniforrn d':)mestic J.egislatio~.l in all 
adhering states relating to: 

(a) the general presumption of death of persons who have been 

missing since the end of the -vrar and the date of presumptive 

death fer all such persons; 

(b) conditions required for a declaration of death, i.e. the 

period vrhich must elapse before applications may be made, the 

enumeration of persons authorized to apply and the places where 

applications may be m~de; 

(c) the procedure for a declaration of death; 

(d) 

(e) 

legal consequences of such a declaration; 

registration of such declaration. 

2. International measures to: 

(a) limit the number of actions relating to the same person; 

(b) create a central publication gaaette; 

(c) direct mutual assistance in all procedures; 

(d) establish a common organ of the contracting parties to 

ioplement the Convention. 




