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1 • Additional preambular paragraph :

"Recognizing that many minority groups have suffered and continue to suffer 

discrimination on the grounds of their national, ethnic, religious or other 

characteristics and that many also possess a distinctive culture or common way of 

life which may often be suppressed, ...” 

2. Article 1:

”1. For the purposes of this declaration, a minority shall be considered to 

be a group within a State whose members possess national, ethnic, religious, 

linguistic or other characteristics which are distinctive and clearly differ from 

those of the majority of the population.

2. All persons belonging to minorities have the right to full enjoyment of 

all human rights and fundamental freedoms without discrimination on the basis of 

their national, ethnic, religious, linguistic or other characteristics.

5. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to develop and maintain 

their unique culture, language and other characteristics, and to have and to 

practise the religion or belief of their choice. The exercise of this right is 

subject only to such restrictions as are prescribed by law solely for the purpose 

of securing the rights and freedoms of others and meeting the legitimate 

requirements of morality, health, public safety and the general welfare.

4. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to participate in, and 

contribute to, the political, social, cultural, economic and spiritual life of the 

larger communities to which they belong."
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