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RULES Of PROCEDURE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

(As revised at the eighth session of the CounciW

[Document E/33/ Rev. 5,
19Jfarch 19·19]

1. SESSIONS

Rule 1

The Economic and Social Council ~ha!l hold at Ica.~t two rrgubr ~('ssiolls

a year. One of tliese ::essions ~hall Le held shortly before the opening of
the rehubr sc~sion of the General A".seIllLly.

Rule 2

Ear.h regular sC!'sion ~hall he hdd at a (late fixed by the Council at a
prcdous scs~ion.

Rule 3

Any member of the Council or the Secretary-General m:w reqlll'st an
alteration of the date of a regubr ~es.~ion. The Pn'sident shall f(lrthwith
communicate, through the Secretary-General, the request to the other II1nn

hers of the Council, together with SIll h obs('l"\'ations .L~ the Secretary
General may pre~ent. If within right days of the enquiry a 111;1 jOlity of the
members of the Council explicitly WIlCllrs ill the rrqtH"st, the President \\ ill
convene the Council accordingly.

Rule ·1

Special sessions shall be held by der.i~ioll of the Council, or at the request
of;

( I) A majority of the mernbrrs of the Council,
(2) The General Assemhly,
(3) The Security Council.

I Thc,~ rules (JIIlC inln forcc 'HI 19 ~rJrch 1~l-l'1, Sce Council r<"o!tllion ~17 (\'111).
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The Council shall also hold a special session at the request of the Trustee
~hip C()lIn<~il. any ~lember of the United Nations, or a specialized agency,
If the Pn'sldmt uf the Council and the two Vice-Presidents agree to th
request. If the ofTiens have not notified their agreement to the Secretary
{.;t"Il<T;d within four days of the receipt of the request, the President shal
forthwith infunn the other members of the Council, through the Secretary
(;encral, of the relluest and shall enquire whether or not they support th
request for a session. If within eight days of the enquiry, a majority of thl
mrmbers of the Council explicitly concurs in the request, the President wil
convcne the Council aeeonlingly.

Special sessions will be convened within thirty days of receipt by thl
Pn~ident 01 a request for such a sessioa at a date fixed by the President.

Rule 5

The President of the Council, with the concurrence of tht': Vice-Presi
dents, may abo eal! a special session of the Council and fix the date thereof

Rule 6

L\ch session shall be held at the scat of the United Nations unless, ir.
pllr.>uance of a previow; decision of th~ Co~ncil, or at the request of ,
Il\;\jority of its mnnhers, another place IS desIgnated.

Rule 7

11.e President of the Council shall notify the ~1e~bers of the Unitec
i\;\tions, the President of the Security Council, the PreSIdent of the Trus~eeo
ship Council, the specialized agencies and the non-governmental orga~J~o
tiolls in ('atq~ory (a),2 through the ~ecret.ary.General,of the ~at\~ c~:
fir,;t meetin~ of each session. Such notlficatlOn shall be sen~ (1) 10 t f '
of' a reglll~r sc.",sion at least six weeks in advance, (2), 10 t~e c~e on '
sprri:ll sC:i-sion at \ca.,t twelve days in advance. If a spe?Jal scssJobn IS d

ca
e<

. .' , C 'I th eriod of notIce may e re ucec
at the request of the SecurIty oun~l, e p
hy the l're5idellt to not less than Clght days.

Rule 8
. to adJ'ourn temporarily anc

The Council may decide at any seSSIOn

resume its mcetings at a later date. .
I . [ rs lO spcciahtt<

___ ----- 0 • .. 's \I~ed in these ru cs, It rc e
I Wh.." the 1("T1ll "~p"C1a1l7e(l.ap;('~cy I. U 'ted Nations. 0

;, -rill i,... hrollj:.l.t inlO rclallon~hll' wll~1 t~c l\l 0 nil~d in accordance with par~grap~ 0

1:, 0\1 >1 i< > l\(OI\0J;0\"nnlnenr:t! orp;antlatlo,:, rec ~ Arrangements [or Consultallon w'll
1. ". {loo oTt clI the C:ommll lee on J 1946

(n) o{ r"rI 1\ (0 I H' "1'. I le I by tbe Council on 21 une '
,,';11 <;,n rrJl1nclIl.tI (l1J;.t1,IIoalwII5 ;},Op ,
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II.AGENDA

Rule 9

The provisional agenda for each session shall be drawn up by the Secre
tary-General in consultation with the President and shall be communicated
by the Secretary-General to the Members of the United Nations, to the
President of the Security Council, to the President of the Trusteeship
Council, to the specialized agencies and to the non-governmental organiza
tions in category (a), (1) in the case of regular sessions six weeks before
the opening of the session, :md (2) in the case of special sessions, at the
same time as the notice convening the Council.

The basic documents relating to each item appearing on the provisional
agenda of regular and special sessions shall, subject to rule 10, be trans
mitted not later than the date on which the provisional agenda is com
municated.

Rule 10

The provisional agenda of each regular session of the Council shall
include all items proposed by:

( I) The Council at a previous :-~ion;

(2) The General Assembly, the Security Council or the Trusteeship
Council;

(3) Members of the United Nations, specialized agencies and non
governmental organizations in category (a), if submitted with basic docu
ments in sufficient time to reach the Secretary-Generi'il not less than seven
weeks before the first meeting of each session. Any item submitted to the
Secretary-General for inclusion upon the provisional agenda less than seven
weeks before the date of the first meeting of the session shall be accompanied
by a statement of the urgency of the item and of the reasons which precluded
its submission within the period of time specified, as well as by the basic
documents. Such items shall, together with the above-mentioned statement
and any comments the Secretary-General sees fit to offer, be placed before
the Ag~nda Committee;

(4) The Secretary-General, subject to the pertinent provisions of para
graph (3) above.

Rule 11

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist only of those
items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of the
session, subject, when appropriate, to rule 19.
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RuLe 12

Before the Sl'CfetarY-(;C/lcral placcs an item proposed bv a special" cl
~~_~l1cy or a n~n-go\"l:rnmental org-anization in category (a)' upon the ~:~_
\ lSlOn.t1 agmda, .he. shall carry out with the agency or organization con
ccrncd such prelimmary consultation as may be necessary.

RuLe 13

The fir.-t item on the prO\-isiollal agenda o( a session of the Council shall
he tl~e atbption of t he agenda, cxccpt for the election of the officers whc!]
r('(}turn) under rule 19.

Rule 14

The Council ~hall set lip an ..\~ellda Committee composed of the Presi
drnt, the two Vice.Pn:sidenls, and two olher members who shall be elected
at the first re~ular session of thl' Cmlflcil of each year to hold office until
the first rt:gular session of the following year, subject to their remaining
mClllhn" of the Council. Hadng declcd the two members referred to above. ,
the Council shall then proceed to elect onc alternate member State for each
mClll!>':r of the Ag'l'llda COlllmittee whose continued service on the Com
mittee would be dependent 011 re-election to the Council before the tenn
of office of the Committee expires.

When applicable, the principles of rule 22 shall apply to the Agenda
Committee, othr.rwise the Committee shall elect its own acting chainnan.

Any officer of the Council who, although still eligible to serve on the
Committee, is prevented frum attending a meeting shall designate an alter
nate from his own State to represent him. Such alternates shall have full
rights of participa.tion including- the right to \'ote.

RlIle 15

The Agenda Committee ~hall. prior to each session, consider the items
suhmitted under rule 10 for indll~ion in lhe agenda and make recommen
dation~ therron to the Council, including recommendations as to the inclu
sion, deletion or ddlTment of items and as to the order in which they

will be considered.
The Agenda Committee shall recommend the inclusio~ of any item

transmitted to it by the Secretary-General under rule 10 10 cases where
the reque.st for its inclusion rcached the Secret~ry.Ge~eral.le~s ~han .se.ven
werks before the first meeting of the session, only If the Item IS, III ItS opmlOn,

urgent and important.
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The f genda Committee shall make recommendations to the Council
concerning the procedure to be followed in the consideration of the items
on the agenda, including the reference of certain items to the Council
committees set up under rule 25, without preliminary debate in the Council.

The Agenda Committee may also recommend that, without p:'e1iminary
debate in the Council, any item be referred to:

(a) A specialized agency, with the proviso that the specialized agency
shall report on its work to the Council;

(b) One or more of its commissions, for examination and report at a
subsequent session of the Council;

(c) The Secret-ary-General for study and report at a subsequent session
of the Council; or

(d) The authority proposing the item, for further infonnation or
documentation.

A i\fember of the United Nations, a specialized agency, or a non-govern
mental organization in category (a), which has requested the inclusion of
an item in the provisional agenda, shall be entitled to be heard on the
inclusion of the item by the Agenda Committee.

Rule 16

During a session, the Council may revise the agtnda by adding, deleting,
deferring or amending items. Only urgent and important items shall be
added to the agenda of the Council during the session. The Council may
refer any request for inclusion of an item cn the agenda of the Council's
session to the Agenda Committee for report.

Ill. REPRESENTATION. CREDENTIALS

Rule J7

Each member of the Council shall be represented by an accredited
representative, who may be accompanied by such alternate representativC3
and advisers as may be required.

Rule 18

The credentials of rcprest:ntatives and the names of alternate repr~enta

tivr_~ and advisers shall be submitted to the Secretary-General not less than
twenty-four hours before the first meeting at which the representatives are
to att;·nd. The President and the Vice-Presidents shall examine the credcn-
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tial<; and submit their report to the Council. This rule shall not h
I>rC\Tnt . I . f '. , owever,
... , . ~ Ill,~ Il.l )( r rom changlll.~ .HS representatives, alternate representa_

tl\t s, or <Ith ISt,P.\ ~.uhscquently, subject to proper submission and examina
tlOIl of Cfcdl'llllals, where needed.

IV. PRESIDE.l\T AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

Rule 19

Each year at the commencement of its first meeting the Council shall
ekct a President, a first Vice-President and a second Vice-President from
among the rcpresentati\'Cs of it<; members. '

Rule 20

The President and Vice-Presidents shall hold office until their successOl",)
arc ekcted. They shall he c1j~jblc for rc-election. I'\one of them may, how
ever, hold oUice after the expiration of the term of office of the member
of which he is a represcntative.

Rllle 21

If the President is absent from a meetin~ or any part thereof, the first
Vice-Presitlellt, or in tllc Iattcr\ ahsence, the second Vice-President shall
preside.

Rule 22

1£ the President ceases to be a representative of a member of the Council
or is incapacitatcd, or if the member of the United Nations of which he is
a rcpresentati\'c ceases to be a member of the Council, the fif"3t Vice
Prc~ident shall take his place. In similar circumstances, the second Vice
Presitlent shall take the place of the first Vice-President.

Rule 23

A Vice-President actiJl~ as President shall have the same powers and
duties as the President.

Rule 24

In the case of a member of the Council whieh is for the time bei~g

represented by the President, an alternate representative shall, at the dis·
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cretion of the President, be pennitted to participate in the proceedings and
to Yote in the Council. In such a case the President shall not exercise his
right to Yote.

v. COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL

Rule 25

At each session, the Council may set up such committees as it deems
necessary in addition to the committees specifically pro,oidcd for in these
rules, and refer to them any questions on the agenda for study and report.
Such committees may be authorized to sit whiie the Council is not in session.

Each committee shall elrct its own officers, except where decided other
"'°ise by the Council.

The provisions of rules 40 and 41, and 46 to 69 inclusive, shall be
applied in the proceedings of the lOmmittecs and any subsidiary bodies set
up by themo

Rule 26

Committees of the Council shall be nominateu by the President subject
to approval of the Council, unless the Council decides othemoise.

Sub-committees of committees shall be nominated by the Chairman of
the committee subject to apprO\oal of the committee, unless the committee
decid~ otherwise.

VI. SECRETARIAT

Rule 27

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the
Council and of its committees. He may designate onc of the .A.s.~istant

Secretaries-General or another officer of the Secretariat to act as his
representative.

Rule 28

The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required by the
Council, its committees and such subsidiary bodies as may be established
by them.

11



Rule 29

The Se~re.tar)'-Gcneralshall be responsibic for kee in the me
the ~oun~ll mfonncu of any"qlll~stions which may be ~r;ught b fm~rsfof
c::>nsHleratlOn. e Ore It Or

Rule 30

l:he Secretary-Genera~, or his repre!-icntative, may, subject to rule 47
make oral as well a<; wnttcn statements to the C '1 'ounCl , its committees or
subsidial)' bodies concerning any question under consideration.

Rule 3/

The Sc-creta'!".General shall be responsible for all the necessary arrange
me~ts for meet lOgs of the Council, of its committees and of any subsidiary
bodlcs.

Rule 32

The Secretariat shall interpret spccchc~ made at meetings; shall receive,
translate and circulate the documents of the Council, its committees and
subsidiary bodies; shall print, publish and circulate the records of the
sessions, the resolutions of the Council and the relevant documentation
required. It shall have the custody of the documents in the archives of the
Council and generally perform all other work which the Council may
require.

Rule 33

1. A summary c~timate of the financial implications of all proposals
coming before the Council shall be prepared by the Secretary-General and
circulated to members as soon as possible after the issue of the provisional
agenda. This summary c~timate shall be revised as necessary during the
session in the light of the Council's discussions and a final summary shall
be ~onsidered by the Council in plenary meeting before the close of each
lSCC;lSlOn.

:? Bdore a proposal which involves expenditure from United Nations
funds is approved by the Council or by any of its committees, the Secretary
General shall prepare and circulate to members, as early as possible, a
separate estimate of the cost involved in each such proposal. It shall be the
duty of the President of the Council and Chainnen of committees to draw
the attention of members to this estimate and invite discussions on it when
the proposal is considered by the Council or by :l, committee.

12
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VII. LA!\GUAGES

Rule 34

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall he the official lan
~uages, and English and French the working languages of the Council.

Rule 35

Speeches made in either of the working languages shall be interpreted
into the other working lar.guage.

Rule 36

Speeches made in any other of the three official languages shall be
interpreted into both working languages.

Rule 37

Any representative may make a speech in a langua.~e other than the
official languages. In this case he shall himself provide for interpretation
into onc of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working
language by an interpreter of the Sccretariat may be based on the inter
pretation given in the first working language.

Rule 38

Written records shall be drawn up in the workin.~ languages. :\ tramla·
tion of the whole or part of any record into any of the other official lan
guages shall be furnished if requested by any delegation.

Rule 39

All resolutions, recommendations and other formal decisions of the Coun
cil shall be made available in the official languages.

VIII. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETI!'GS

Rule 40

The nH'etings of the Council shall be held in public Ilnl~ the Council
decides otherwise.

1~



Rule 41

At the dose of each private meeting the Council may issue. , a com,
mumque through the Secretary-General.

IX. RECORDS

Rule 42

Summary records of the public meetings of the Council, its committees
and subsidiary bodies shall be prepared by the Secretariat. They shall br
distributed as soon as poS."ible to all members of the Council and any othell
participating in the meeting, who may, within forty-eight hours of their
receipt, submit corrections to the Secretariat. Any disagreement concerning
such corrections shall be decided by the President of the Council, or the
Chairman of the committee or subsidiary body to which the record relates,
after consulting, upon request of the representative concerned, the verbatirr
records to be kept by the Secretariat in accordance with rule 43, or, ~

necc.c;sary, the sound recordings of the proceedings of the Council. t

The summary records, with any such corrections incorporated, shall 1x '
distributed promptly to the members of the Council, to the other Membel! 1

of the United Nations and to the specialized agencies, They may be con
sulted by the public on publication.

Rule 43 1

Verbatim records of the meetings of the Council shall be kept by tht
Secretariat. The verhatim records of public meetings shall be available to'
the public. The verbatim records of private meetings shall be made avail:,
able upon decision of the Council, to representatives of the Member.; 0:

the United Nations only,

Rule 44

Tlte r('cords of private meetings of the Council shall be made availabll r

to the other ~lembcr.; of the United Nations upon decision of the Cound l
d' , the JamI may be made public at such time and under such con ItIOns as I

Council T.lay decide.

Rule 45

'bl I of the resolutions, recommendations andA" !'oon as pOS.c;! C, t le text
- ----- (see resolutions 138 (VI) and,

• Thn(' ar(' no \'('Thalirn TN'onls of the Council at present
17(j (VII) (If the Council).
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yh~r fannal dec~ia?S adopted by the Council, its committet:S and subsidiary
~Odles shall be dlstnbuted by the Secretariat to all members of the Council
~Jnd any others participating in the session. The printed text of such resolu
~ions, recommendations and other formal decisions shall be distributed as
~oon as possible after the close of the session to all the Members of the_
'United Nations and to the specialized agencies.

X. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Rule 46

A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a quorum.

Rule 47

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by
these rules, the President shall declare the opening and c1osin.~ of each

t meeting of the Council, shall direct the discussion, ensure o!>scfyanCe of
I J these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the yote and an
I I. nounce decisions. The President, subject to these nlle;. shall have control

of the proceedings of the Council and oyer the maintenance of order at its
meetings. He shall rule on points of order and shall have in particular the
power to propose adjournment or closure of the dehate or adjournment or
suspension of a meeting.

Debate shall be confined to the question bdore the Council and the
I President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the
.subject under discussion.
i

Rule 48

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may at any time
raise a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided

I by the President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A representative
: may appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal shall be im
mediately put to the vote, and the ruling of the President shall stand unless
overruled by a majority of the members present and voting.

A representative raisin~ a point of order may not speak on the substance
of the matter under disclL.ssion.

Rule 49

During the discussion of any matter a representative may move the

15



ad jt ,UrJllllmt of Ihe debate on tne item under discussion In dd"t". f I . . . . a I lOn to the
IJlllp()~('r () t Il" mot IOn, onc representative may speak in favo f d. ,.' . I' " . ur 0 an one
.I1.,III1:-t I le IlIlJtllll1, aftrr wlHch thc motion shall be immcd' t I
\.(Itl', la e y put to the

Rule 50

'l:he Council may limit the lime allowed to each speaker and the number (.
of tll~lC~ each member may ~peak on any question, except on procedural (
qlJ(·~tIOns. when the President shall limit each intervention to a maximum
of f!\'c minutes. \\'h('/1 deh_Ie is limited and a member has spoken his
allotted time, the Pr("~ident shall call him to order without delay.

Rule 51

During UIC course of a debate the President may announce the list of
spl'akcP.', and, with the consent of the Council, declare the list closed. The
l'rt'sidl'nt may, however, accord the ri~ht of reply to any member if, in his
opiniun, a speech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this
d("~irablc. \\'hen the debate of an item is concluded because there are no
ot:lcr speakers, the President shall declare the debate closed. Such closure
sh;.11 have the same efT('ct as closure by the consent of the Council.

Rule 52

A representative Illay at any time move the closure of the debate on the
item tInder discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified
his wi:-h to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall be
accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion
shall he immediately put to vote,

Rule 53

Dllfin~ the discussion of any matter, ~ rcprcsen~ativc. may move th~
suspension or the adjournment of the me~tmg. ~o diSCUSSIon on such m
tions ~hall be pcnnittcd and the)' shall be ImmedIately put to the vote.

Rule 54

Suhject to rule 48, the following motions shall have precedence .in the
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meetmg:

( I) To suspend the meeting;

(:!) To adjourn the meeting;

16



(3) To adjourn the debate on the ilem under discussion;

(4- ) For the closure of the debale on the item under discussion.

Rule 55

Draft resolutions, and wbstantivc amendments or motions, shall be intro
duced in writing and handed to the Secrelary-General, who shall circulate
copies to the representatives twenty-four hours before they arc discussed
and voted upon, unless the Council decides olherwise.

Rule 56

Subject to rule 54, any motion callin~ for a decision on the competence
of the Council to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to the vote
immediately before a vote is taken on the proposal in question.

Rule 57

A motion may be withdrawn by ils proposer al any lime .before voting
on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A
motion which has thus been wilhdrawn may be reintroduced by any member.

XI. VOTH\G

Rule 58

Each member of the Council shall have onc \'ote.

Rule 59

Decisions of the Council shall be made by a majority oC the members
present and voting.

e For the purpose of these rules, the phrase "members pre-ent and voting"
~ means members ca.~ling an affirmative or negative vole. ~[cmbers which

abstain from "oting are considered as not voting.

Rule 60

le Subject to rule 66, the Council shall normally vote by show of hands
except that an)' representative may request a roll-call which shall then be
takcn in the English alphabetical order of the names of the memxrs,
beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the President.

17



Rule 61

The: vote of each member participating in a roU-call shall b . .
tIll" re('ord, e mserted ID

Rule 62

.:~ftcr the \'otin~ has commenced, no representative shall interru t he If

\'0t1l)~~ ~xccpt ~n a point of ordef in connexion with the actual cond~cttd ~;
the \'~tlTlg. Bflef ~tatemellt~ hy members consisting solely in explanatiOll! b
of theIr votes may be peflllltted by the President, if he deems it neccssarv
bdore the votil1g has c:ommellccd Of after the voting has been completed. ,1

Rule 63

Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a representative reques!l
that the proposal he divided. Those parts of the proposal which have been
appron'd shall Ihell be put to the vote as a whole; if all the operative paI1l
of a proposal havc heen rejected, the proposal shall be considered to haYI
hen) r<jnled ;l'i a whole.

Rule 64

Wht'1l an amrndnltllt is moved 10 a proposal, the amendment shall be
\'!ltnl on first. \\'hen two 01' more amendments are moved to a proposal,
the C(l\ln~il shall first \'ote on the amendment furthest removed in substance
fflJ:lI the originai proposal and then on the amendment next furthest re·
11l()\'('<! IluTdrom, alld so Oil, until all the amendments have been put to
the \'Illc. I f onc Of I1l()l'C amendments arc adopted, the amended proposal
shall t!Jel! Iw \'oled UpOIl. If no amendments are adopted the proposal shall
be put to the \'otc jn its original form.

A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it adds to, deletes
fWill or rn'i:<e$ that proposal.

Rule 65

If t\l'O or more proposals rclate to the same question, the Council shall,
. d' h' hu/llc~<; it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals m the or er In W IC

dH'\' have bcen submitted, The Council may, after each vote on a proposal,
drc'ide w"rther to vote on the next proposal.

..\n\' motions reCJuiring that no decision be taken on the substance of
, .., cl shall

stl\ It pwpos;L!s ~h;-dl, hO\\'c\-cr, be consIdered as prevIOus questIOns an

be put 10 thc \'()t~ hefore thrm.
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Rule 66

A1~ elections of individuals shall be decided by secret ballot.

Rule 67

If, when one pt:rson or member only is to Le elected, no candidate obtains
n the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken,
:onfined to the two candidates obtaining the largest number of votes. If in
he second ballot the votes are equally divided, the President shall decide
)etween the candidates by drawing lots.

In the case of a tie in the first ballot, among the candidates obtaining
the second largest number oC votes, a special ballot shall be held (or the
purpose of reducing the number of candidates to two. In the case of a tie
among three or more candidates, obtaining the largest number of votes, a
second ballot shall be held; if a tie results among more than two candidates,
the number shall be reduced to two by lot.

Rule 68

"'hen two or more c1ecti"e places arc to be filled at one time under the
same conditions, those candidates obtaining a majority on the f.;-<;t b;:;.Ilot
shall be elected.

If the number of canJidates obtaining such majority is less than the
number of places to be filled, there shall be held additional ballots to fill the
remaining places. The voting will be restricted to the candidates obtaining
thr. greatest number of votes in the prC\'ious b3l1ot, who shall number not
more than twice the places remaining to be filled. Howc\'er, in the case of
a tie between a greater number of unsucce~~flll candid3tes, a special ballot
shall be held for the purpose of reoucing the number of candidates to the
required number.

If three restricted ballots arc inconclusi"e, unrestricted ballots shall follow
in which votes may be cast for any eligible person or member. If thrre
such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots (subject to
exception in the case similar to that of tIle tic mentioned ;it the cnd of the
prcvious paragraph of this rule) shall be restricted to the candidates obtain
in~ the greatest number of ,"otes in the third of the unrestricted ba(Jots. The
number of such candidates shall not be more than twice the places re
lI\ainin~ to be filled.

The following three ballots thereaftcr shall be unrestricted and so on,
until all the places arc filled.
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Ruh 69 A

" ,'I
f
( a, ~'ote is ,;qually d~vided on matters other than elections the proposal pi

,1.1 )(. regarued as rejected. c(

XII. COMMISSIONS

Rule 70

The Council shall set up such commissions as m~y be req~ired for th
I)('rfonnance of its functions, and shall define the powers and compositio;
of ('aeh of them. p

Rule 71 a

Elections to commissions shall be decided by secret ballot, unless the «
Council decides otherwise.

Rule 72

Each commission shall elect its own officers.

Rule 73

The rules of procedure of the commissions and their subsidiary bodies
~hall he tlrawn up by the Council, unless the Council tlccides otherwise.

XIII. PARTICIPATION OF :t\1E1\IBERS OF THE
U !TED NATIONS TOT ME~IBERS OF THE COU 'CJL

Rule 74

The Coullcil shall invite any Member of the United Nations which is
Ilot a member of the Council to participate in its deliberations on any
Illaller which the Council considers is of particular concern to that Member.
:\11\ ~felllb('f thus im'ited shall not have the right to vote but may submit
pro'posals which may be Pllt to the Vale by request of allY member of the
( :ollllril.

Rule 75

:\ rommitte(' may invite any Memher of the United Nations which is
no! CHle of its own members to participate in its deliberations on any matter
which the lOlllll1ittre con~idcrs is of particular concern to that Merr.bcr.
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Any Member thus invited shall not have the right to \'ote but may submit
proposals which may be put to the vote by request of any member of the
committee.

XIV. PARTICIPATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

Rule 76

The President of the Trusteeship Council, or his representative, may
participate without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Economic
and Social Council on any matter of particular concern to the Trusteeship
Council including questio:tS which have been proposed by the Trusteeship
Council for inclusion on the provisional agenda of the Economic and
Social Council.

XV. PARTICIPATION OF SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

Rule 77

In accordance with the agreements concluded between the United Nations
and the specialized agencies, the specialized agencies shall be entitled:

(1) To be represented at meetings of the Council and its committecs;
(2) To participate, through their representatives, in the deliberations

with respect to items of concern to them, and to submit proposals regarding
such items, which may be put to the vote on request of any member of
the Council or of the committee concerned.

XVI. CONSULTATION WITH NON-GOVERN},fF.NTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Rule 78

The Council shall establish a Standing Committee on N011,-Govemmental
Organizations composed of the President and five members of the Council
to be electcd each year at the first regular session of the Council, (1) to
recommend t? the Council what action should be taken on applications for
consultative status submitted by non-governmental organizations, and

21



"

(-'») I'to conslI t with non-governmental or~anizations in categories (a), (b) I

and (C).I '-

Rule 79

~on-t;o\"CTIlIJI:ntal organizations in categories (a), (b) and (c) may
desIgnate authorized representatives to sit as observers at all public meetings
of the Council and of its cOllllJlittees.

The Council lIlay ('onslllt, throllgh the Council Committee on Non.
Go\'crnment:ll Organizations, "ith non-govcrnmental organizations in cate.
gories ((l), I: h) or (c) upon mattcN in which such or~J.nizations have
spl'<ial cOIll!'ctence or knowledgr, if Ihe Council so decid~s or if the non
gOHTnmmtal organization spccifically reCjllcsts ~uch consllltation. The repre
scntatiHs of tlte organ;zations skill he entitkd to participat~ fully in any
discussion of SlIh"t:lIlCC during sllch C,msultation.

The COllllcil Committee on 1'\nn-Governmcnlal Organizations shall re
port Ol\ ils ((lIl~lIltali()l1s to the Council in sufficient dct:Jil to pcnnit the
Ilwmbns of tlte COl1l1cil to form their own juJgment regarding the impor.
tance of the suhject under cUllsidrration and any ;lction to be taken thereon,

Rule 80

:i\'ol1-g0\TmnlcIltal or~anizati(,ns in category (a) may circulate to the
COIl/H il thwuL:h the SI'( rrtary-Gl'IIlT;l! "Tittcn statements and suggestions

011 Ill:\\tcrs within their competeJlce,

\\'hencHr the Cooncil discus,;C's the sub~tance of an item proposed by a
llol\-gmTrlllllclll al Clrganil.atio!l ill calc,c;ory (a), as proyided for in rule ID,
ami plar('(1 nil tht' agelHb (If the (:nolll:il, :,och an organization shall be
("\Ititlnl to pre,ent orally to the CuunC'il, or, if the item is referred in the
fir~.. t ill,tal)(T to a committ('e of the ,dlOk of the Council, to the committec,
all introductorY statelllcnt of ,Ill expository nature. In the course of the
dis('u,~i()ll, the 'organil:atiou, if ilwilnl by the President of the Council or
the (:h;\inll::ll (If th(~ committee, with the consent of the relevant body, may
makc one fllrtl,n statemellt either before the Council 01' before the

committcc. .
'\ 'wn-"O\ I'fIlIlWllt;t1 on';:lIIizatiol/ in catcg(Jry (a) desiring to Si)cak eIthcr

\)('[or'(' th::'Cnnllcil (,r a cc;lIllllittcc of II~c wh:>l: on an item wh.ich it has n~~
,)['1\1

10
:;('(\ sh:dl l1ukt· such a rerlllcst III wntmg to the Chatnnan of t

I' .. " I than
Coul1ci! COIlllllilln.: on ;-\on-Gu\'rrnmental Org:1PlzatlOns not ater

--·,--:-I~.. ,~~"-;';-;, .. rq:,,\',...nm('nt~1 ('rgani/~I inns rccogni7,ed in accordance with l;lr;I.~ra~~la~
,", "') f I "t IV ,,[ ,lie'r('I,',rt "f the C"llllnittcc till ,\tr:mw'mcllts or cons

In) (,) "". (I t, I, , C 'I 21 J ,1<)16. 'I" I' ('''''',",1\",,1',1 ()"·;t,,i/;'lin,,; ;\dol'lc,l ,'y the ,('lUnCl (lll ,llnc.,rloll "" .. : ,",P' • h
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i forty-eight hours after the adoption of the agenda by the COllllLil. The
Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations ~hall a.s ~oon a.s
possible thereafter hear the views of the nOIl-governnll'ntal orgallil.atil)tl on
its request, and upon the recomlll('ll(btion of this COllllllitltT, thc COllllcil
as a whole, or the appropriate conllllillfl', may arrange to hC;lr (!11C ~t;\tr

ment by a representative of the organization.

Rule 81

Organizations in categories (b) and (c) Illay suhmit tCl the Secretariat
written statements anu suggestions on mallers within thl'ir COl'lprtcllcr. The
Secretariat will prepare and distribute a. list of all such c0Jl1Il111nicatiullS,
briefly indicating the substance of each. Upon thc n'(IIIl'~t of all y nll'lllher
of the Council, a communication will Le rrprodllc"d ill fll;l and distrihutl'd.
Any lengthy communication will Lc distributed by the Secretariat only if
sufficient copies arc fu:ni~hcd Ly the organizatiun ((lnCl'flH:J.

OrganiLations in categoric<; (b) and (c) shall aot Le heard by the
Council or a committee of the whole, but UpOll tht'ir rrq I:t~t in writing {;J

the Chairman of the Council Committee on i\on-Go\TrIll1lmLlI Organiza
tions within forty-eight houp.; of the adoption by the Council (If the final
agenda, they shall be ginn opportunity to n'rrl'~~ their \"il'wS OH any item
on the agcnda within their competence bdore the Counril Committee Oil

Non-Governmental Organizations which will report to thc COllllcil on such
hearings in accordance with rute 79.

XVII. A~lEND~IF.i\TS Ai\O SUSPI":~SI():\S

Rule 82

Any of these rules may be .l!l1el1clcd or ~u~p(,lllktl by IIH~ (:"t1nril.

Rule 83

These rules may not be amended until the Coullcil kt" rl'((,j, nl ,! r"I'''1 t
on the proposed amendment fmlll a Cllllllllitlec of the (" Hlll,"il.

RI/le 8!

" A rule of procedure may be sl1:,pcl1lkd hy the C(Il:llcil pn l \;' kd ,I !t;1l

" twenty-four hours' notice of the prl1posal for the ~t1~p,'lI~~(1l1 !J;lS h",'n I:!\(':I.

The noticc may be w:tin'c1 if no Illember obj('(~s,
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