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Note by the Secretary-General

I. At. its thirty-seventh sesaion, the General Assembly, lnter a1ia, reguested the
Economic and social counci.r, the commission on the status of wortren, the regional
commissions and other bodies of the United Nations systen, in particular the Food
and Agriculture organizati.on of the united Nations, to devote greater attention !o
the problen of elevating the status of wonen t and reguested the Secretary-General
to consider hording, witbin the franenork of the programme of Action for the second
Half of the United Nations Decade for !{omen, as a matter of prlority, an
interregionar seninar on national experience relating to the inprovenent of the
situation of women in rural areas, nlth special- enphasis on the problens of
deve loping countr ies.

2. The Economic and Social Council, at its ti.rst regular session of 1983,
endorsed the reconnendation of tlre ConmlsElon on the Status of glon€n acting as
Preparatory Eody for the srorld conference to Review and Appraise the Achlevemenrs
of the Unlted Nations Decade for glomen ! Eguality, f,revelopment and peace, that the
report of the interregional Seninar should be included among the background
documents submitted to the World Conference.

3. In its reaolution 39/12G, the ceneral Assenb.Ly, inter alia, requegted the
Secretary-General to coq)ile the observations and cormne-ntJ nade on the report of
the serninar at the norlal conferene and to subrtrit them with the report of, the
Seminar to the Assembly at ita f,ortieth session.
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4. The secretary-General, in responae to that request, hereby transnits the
report of the Interregional Seninar on National Experience Relating to the
rmprovenent of the situatlon of woDen ln Rural Areas, rrhich naa held at vienna,
fron 17 to 28 Septenber 1984, as called for in ceneral Assernb.Ly resolution 39/].26.
The observations and connents to be naale at the slorrat conference to RevieH and
APpraise the Achi.evenents of the United Nations Decade for Wonenr Equallcy,
Development and Peace. which is schedured to be held at Nairobi from 1.5 to
26 .tuly 1985, vrlU appear as an addendum to this note.
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I. INTRODUCTION

I. fhe Interreqional Semlnar on National Experience Relating to the Inprovenent
of, the Situation of Women in Rural Areas was helal at Vienna fron 17 to
?8 Septenber 1984. The Senlnar was held pursuant to ceneral Assembly resolution
37/59 of 3 December 1982' nhich requested the secretary-cene ral to convene an
interregi.onal seminar on the si.tuation of rural nonen, wlth special emphasis on the
problens of developing countr ies.

2- rn addition' the conmission on the status of wonen acting as the preparaEory
Boaly for the t{ortd Conference to Review and Appraise lhe Achievenents of che United
Nations Decade for womenr Egual-i.ty, Developnent and peace. at its first sesslon,
recomnended to the Econonic and social council that the report of the seninar
should be included among the background d@uments submitted to the world Conference
(see A/CONF. U6IPC.9 and Corr.l).

3. The seminar lras attended by representatives of the uniteat Nations system and
specialized agencies, observers from Member States, international- governnental
organizations and non-goverrunental organizations anal by 15 experts fron arl regionsof Ehe world (see app€ndlx I).

I I. RECOITIMENDATIONS

4. The Seninar fornulated suggestions for action in various categories, as
fol.lorrs:

cl-obal policies

(f) Inprovement in the situation of wornen in rural areas should b€
reorganized as dependent on the achievenent of socio-economic and politial
eguality, developmentr stability and peace.

(21 In view of the current food crisls in sone developing countries,
reg.urces shouLd be nore equitably allocated between the ruraL and urban areas and
becween industry and agr iculture.

(3) women I s contributions to agriculturar and other types of production inrural areas should be recognized, pronoted and renarded. This cal1s for:
(a) rnproving research and the colr.ection of infornation.on nomenr s

economic contribution to productivity and food security at the housebold level-
and on the correLation of increased productivity and national developnenti

(b) Paying greater attention to the needs of rural flonen in
rnacro-economic and sectoral planning, including establishing focal points
where none exist i

(c) Expanding wonenrs participation in positions of dec ision-nak j.ng at
all levels of planning institutions and executing agencies. In the countriesin which this has not yet been done, women should be granted political andcivil rights on a par nith nent
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(d) Providing training information and organizational arrangenents to
!ural- r.onen to ensure their participation in planning, formulation,
inplenentation, rnonitor ing and evaluation.

(4) To overcome prejudlces against wonen, who perforn productive,
reproductive and other societat roles, it ls essential that!

(a) Infornation should be nade available to uomen and nen on the
llplications of certain socio-cultural norms existing in sone countries on
rronen I s cond itions t

(b) The levels of education should be raised,

(c) Basic education should be redirected to recogaize the rj'ghts and new
roles of, $onen in society and in the fanilyt

(d) AII oeans, educational systems' mass nedia, r,onen r s organizacions,
should be us€d to achieve these aims.

(5) Rural eomenls organizations should be pronoted by Governments nith
financial and technical assistance and, if appropriate, by channelling rural
developnent projectg through rural wonents organizations.

(6) Rural romenr a organizatlons should b€ evalualed for their effectiveness
anal, if neces€ary, reoriented to alevelopnent rather than welfare work. Regional
conmissions and other organs of the United Nations are requested to rnobilize
resources for undertaking evaluation of national machinery for the advancement of
eonen. l{omenr s ParticiPation in the team6 that evaluate and reorient progrannes
for rural wonen should be ensured.

l7't Development projects and programnes for rural wonen nust be designed to
reduce rather than increase the demand for nonen's time' or be acconpanied by
meaaurerr for reducing the tine $onen spend on productlve and domestic activities.

Inprovlng rural wonent E productivity

(8) trtrr wonen to take advantage of relevant existing legiglation, it is
essential that infornatlon and education should be provided to $onen on their
r19trt8, anat Legal-aid centrea sbould be estabLished Eo assist rronen to e$erc16e
those rigbts.

t9) The gnited Nations system is urged to study thi6 issue and provide
technlcal assigtance in establishing local legal-aid centres.

(10) glonen's intergovernmental and non-governnental organizationg are urged to
nake policy-oakers and financial institutions aware of the lmportant contrlbution
of ttonen to soc Lo-economlc and politlcal devel,opment and to encourage Eolicy-nakers
to take apprdpriate action to pronote it.

(1Il Aqricultural and ruraL development programes should have a comprehensive
apProach for won€n's accegs to land, water and other necessary neans of production.



A/ 40/239
English
Page 6

(12) Since access to credit is cruclal for wonen to full.y play their econoni,crole, tbe following actlona are r econnended:

(a) The Practices of credit institutions Ehoulat be nodifieal to sattsfy
the needa and neans of wornen by decentrallzing branches, providlng f,inancial
advice and narket research, changing cr!,teria for openlng credlt, anal deviBi^ng
new credlt nechanisms I

(b) Practical e*periences of viabl.e innovative credit extenelon Ehould
be sharedt

(c) Where necessary, nonen shoulal be encouraged to organize thens€1ves
lnto grouPs that rrould be consiatered to be nore crealit-eorthy than lndivialuals
by flnancial institutlons,

(d) Educational courses shoulal be aleveloped to enable wonen to use tbe
credlt systenf

(e) Studies should be conducted on the role and inportanc€ of credit for
hronen.

(13) In natlonal developnent plans, adeguate resources sbould be allocateal to
aleveloping transport and rnarketlng facilitles in rural areaa in view of their
importance for pronotlng the contribution of rural $omen to developnent.

(I{) Governnents are urged to ensure that extension servlces nake no
discrinlnation against ifonen eratension rrorkerg, particurarly then introducing the
use of neu techniques and technology to rural connunitles,

(15) In view of the vltal role of non-agricultual activities for the incone
and enployneht of rural tronen, knowledge on thia seceor ahould be increased in
order to enable planners to protect and pronote it. Thls trourd arso contribute to
creating new jobs for wonen in rural areaa.

(16l Won€n and nen should be €quitably pEovlded slth tralnlng opportunities in
entrepreneurial skills (uanagerial and technicaL) to tacilr.tate thelr lncone-
generati.ng activitles.

(I7) Int€rnational agencies shoulat adopt and inplenent nea6urea to inprove the
Eituation of rural rronen dl6placed fron thelr land for variouE reagong, and rbo
have no access to neans of, Production or a volce tn decislonfiking. These incluale
refugee and otber displaced wooen.

waya to lnprov€ sonen. a standards of llvlnE

(18) A- nore eguitale distrlbution of reeourceg to projectg and progrannes in
rural areas should be attained to inprove the infraBtructure and to enabJ.e rural
mnen to particlpate fuu.y at all levels of national lif€.

(19) Rural t onen should have acceas to alI tlrpea of education and trainlng
(tectrnical and vocationaL) relatlng to ttrelr rolea, parElcularly in the groductlon,
narketing and use of agricultural products and craft8.
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(20) Llnkages and co-ordination shoul.d be made between the different
ninistries, institutions and organizations in promoting, planning and implementing
reaearch and other developnent activlties.

(2I) Collective efforts should be encouraged and supported to eval.uate hone
€cononics ' health, nutrition, fanily planning and incone-generating activitj,es.

(22) The national systen of social securlty ghould be inproved for lrage
earne!8 and self-enployed norkers in rural areas, in Line with the princlplea that
are laid down in the charter aalopted by the International Council on Social
Secur ity.

(23) Soclal security opportunities, educational, ruedical anal heaLth facillties
and aervices should be inproved and Increaged, partlcularly in rural areas.

(2al) Incone-generating activities should be made available to rural wonen in
order to increase their fanily i.ncorne. To ensure the long-term vlability of these
progranmes account shouLl be taken of the financial needs of rronen, the cost of
aqricultural inputs and mar ketlng.

(25) Fanily policies and plans and fanily life education should be included in
natlonal developnent plans.

(25) Increaseal lnvolvenent on the parC of nen should be advocated in wonenrs
developnent progranmes, especially in understanding and acceptsing their jolnt
responsibilities in fanily planning.

(27) hformation on the nature and range of choices available ln fanily
Planning shoull be nade available to Honen and nen.

(28) The apecific neeats and priorities of conmunities, that is, access to
drinking nater, sanitation, fuel, improved tranaport, appropriate Low-cost
technology for donestic and agrlcultural u6€, should be Eatisfied, and woroen should
be trained as extenslon norkers.

(29) Consideration should b€ given to the labour protection of wonen in
for[ulating and lrqrlenenting developnant progradn€s in rural areas, keeping in nind
the need to i[prove the uorklng conditions of nonen in particular.

(30) Policies should be adopted to en8ure cuLtural and recreational activities
for rural $onen that rould inprove thelr health and abllity to rdork.

l{ays to lnprove rromen I s participation

(31) L€qlslation linitlng nonen I g and nenrg poutical rlghts sbould be
repealed where it exiats.

(32) t{onen wiBhing to join formal organizatlons, such as trade unions and
co-oPeratlves, should be trai.ned in relevant leglglation, managenent and
orqanlzational skills presentation of demands and conflict resolutlons.
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National and international decislon-nakers bad to take those atifferences intoaccount rdhen planning for the inprovement of the situatlon of rural women. Therecomnendations nade by the seminar sould have to be interpretear by porrcy-makersin the light of the condilions and prioritieE of their countries.

L4' rn Particular' tbe exPerts fron African countries south of the sahara helat ttreview that priority in agriculture should be a8signed to fooal security at thehousehold level, and that invorving wornen in rurar deveropnent progr;mnes Hasessential to the attainnent of that 90ar. rn the current crlsis ot foott
Productlon' that nas a pre-condition for, and trent together with, increaslng foodproduction and inproving nutritional levelg.

15. Arso' the participants pointed out that wonen in rurar areas belongeal todifferent occupational strata, with €pecial needs t,hat reguired arrterent amountsand tlFes of regources eo satisfy then. There rrere women farners, ,"a." 
-"r'ga"lr"o

in sEate farms and agricultural co-operatives, wives of farners, wotnen heads otfamilies, landr.ess rabourers, vrgnen enployed in snarl industrles and in crafts, andwomen engaged in forestry regourceE, ttonen trader6, fisher$onen and vJonen erq)loyealin communal acEivlties. often wonen were engaged in severar of those activitlessinultaneously or in succesaion.

16. The particiPants enphaaized that inproving rhe unsatiEfactory situatlon ofrurar women carled for severar globar. Btrategles to be irylenented before, or rnconjunction rith' the sectoral and epeciflc policies liated under the three thenesfor discussion at tbe Seninar. Those strategies referred to resources, trainingand infornation, prannlng, inprementation, ninitoring and evaruation, organization,attitudes' use of ti'.* and research. (o$ing to insufficient time the iten ontraini.ng and inforrnation was not discusseal. )

Regources

17. The participants agreed that to improve rural romen r s proaluctivity anatstandard of livingr more resources 
''iust be made avairabre over an extended periodof time to developing countries, particularry to their rural sectors.rnternationa.r. financi.ar and trade pollciea, including prices for agrlcurturar andnon-ag r icultural product' and connercia.r.izat 10n polrcies, were inportant factors indetermining the situation of rromen in rurar areas. Also, greater prlority shouldbe given !o rural sectors in the national allocatlon of resources for

soc io-econornic progress. That was especialLy ao in vlew of the current f,ood crisisand of the increasing food atependence of developing countries. Resources shoutal benade available to the wonen componenta of rural devel.pnent projects and sectorarprogranuling in agriculture, fisheries and forestry aE the local and nationaLlevels. Poricy-naker. shourd be nade aware that women contributed to productionand income, and that inprovlng therr hearth, education, trai.ning and access to ttreneans of production nourd increase $omen's productivi.ty and nationar production,and inprove living standards.

t8' Tbe participants considered that several aspects of planning, imprenenratron,nonitoring and evaluatron rdere in need of change. oevelolrnent siiateiies for rurarwomen had exaggerated the inportance of thelr iociar situation and reproductive
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taEks. l{onenr s share in agrlcultural productlon sbould be recognized, their
proaluctive activitleE supported and benetitB equitably shared trith them. That
called for cbangea ln the organlzatlonaL Eet-up of planning for rural wonen by
shifti,nE lt8 enphagiB fron nlcro- to macro-planning and fEom an excl.usively eoclal
orlentation to an ccononic oEientatlon of a aectoral nature integrated in national
planning. tsooen I s groups, it Has said, had Eelalon participated in designing and
tornulating development strategles and manag ing rural developnent ploJecta. Those
strategies had not reapond€d to l.ooen r s need6 nor had they taken advantage of
wonenr a skill8. Rural xomen seldon occupi€d positlon€ In $hich decisions were made
affecting their altuation. That nas notably 60 *hen 1t cane to netting prlorttles.
allocatlng resourcea, and glanning and monltoring national rural developnent
projectE, eapecially tralnlng and extengion. Decision-makers sonetimeg fofirent
long-tern objectlveg ln tbe procesB of inproving wonenrs sltuatlon. Linlted
tnprovenentg ln tecbnology and nargtnally greater access to credlt, inputs and
Eoclal servlces for rural nonen uer€ often considered as the final goal of
policy-nahlnq instead of being internedlate neaBures toirards the fu1l exploitation
of wouenr s econonic potential and full realization of their rights. The
adninistrators of internediate naagureg at national and local levels were not
aleays trained to understand wonenr s needs, problems and skllls. t{ell-degigned
Pollcles migbt fall through the reaiEtance of thoae adninistrators. Public
servicea in the productlve and social spheres were often centralized in cltles anal
were not avallable in rural areaE. Finally, nany projects for rural women were
carrled out cithout e€tabllshlng nonitoring nechanians and evaluating their
effectivenesa, and wo[en geldon belonged to nonitoring and evaluation teana.

Organization

19. It rraa consldereat tbat belongt ng to wonenr s groups raisetl the consciousness of
wonen and enabled then to better articulate their demandg. Also, it Has often
througb ronen r E groupE that certain projectsr for credit, land alLocation,
eatenBlon or trainlng, were ltost effective.

20. !f@en could be bett€r nobillzed around comnon interests of an innediate
nature. such lnteregta haal been founal to be better catalysts of flomen nhen they
were related to inprovlng the lncome anal f,ood securlty of their houaeholda.

2L. fhe experts felt that natlonal wonenr s nachinery ought to be reviewed to
provlde pollcy and prog ranrDe redirection and to ensure that Local organizationa
nere associated uith natlonal plannlng. Non-governmental organlzations and
national sonen's nachlnery shoul.d be linked and their activj.tleE co-ordinated.

Attitudes'

22. The partlcipants conaldered that prejudices about wonenr s contribution to
productlon, ronenr a skllls and cultural norns on sex and reproduction hindered
uonenr 5 productivtty, level of 1,191n9 and participation in develog[ent. Those
Prejudices needed to be overcome graduallyr but that waa seldon tlre case. In some
countrleg, policy-nakere haal falled to take strong action to accelerate the change
ProceEE, whlle in others they had intervened too forcefuUy' rith unintended
negative feealbackE. A160, the lack of awareneas of the implicatlons of sone of
those prejuallces for rural sollEn on tbe part of men and, sometinesr of tJonen
thernBelveE r had slowed the process of attitudinal change.
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31. It vras stated that caution had to be e*erciged in evaluating ner landsettlenents. 9lhile Euch schenea bad b€en a crear succeas ln EorIE countries, theyhad €aired in others. The cau'es of f,ai.rure lncruared tbe gettlersr ignorance ofthe new environ@nt and over-fragnentatlon of the land. Often, too, iewsettlementa hrere not provialeat nith adequate gerviceg (water, schools,
transportation, nedlcal servlcea etc.). fn addltton, it appeared tbat sone
categorles of nomen rrere excluded from tlrose projects, because they rrere orlented
torrards accomnodatlng disadvantaged groupa such as ninori.tles and urban migrants.

32. Inproving productlvity in agriculture rra6 not alwayo a solution to the problenof poor wonen in rurar areaa. llany rronen did not and, oning to population pressure
on land, uould not have accesa to re8ourc€s Eufficlent for etficient farning. Thepli.ght of landless wonen, uhich rae already dlre, $ould nost tlkely be worsened,despite rural urban migration, by increasing rremographic pressures on a riqitear andby and large constant gupply of rand. Alternative uaeE of availabLe resources,incruding land, nust be designed to inprove the srtuatlon of tboae wonen.

33. rt nas stated that in the plannlng, lnplerlentation, rBonltoring and evaluationstages of agrarlan reforma and lanar resettrenent projects, there rraa a need toinvolve rronen. Also, tbe effectE of those projects on vonen sbourd be studied.

Access to credit

34. credit 
''as essentral to increase rdonenr € proaluctivity and self-reliance, but

nomen had a very linited access tb it. sometinea, they nere digcrilrinateal agalnst
because they $ere not heads of houaehorata nor co-exproiters of a farohouse, had noright to rand and no corrateral. Hence, they courd not obtain credit. a{oreover,lrhere credit was available, it ras seldon souqht by uonen, due to lack ofinfornation on ita availabirity and on their right to it, and due to otherconstraints, such as women'6 lack of fanlriarlty rrith adminiatrative and
bureaucratic procedures. Ihe problem rraa cotE|ron to all women, but particularly
acute for ruraL itoloen.

35. Fron the di.scussion, it appeared that there rrere three nain obetacLes orrinitations for worDen to obtaln credit. The first wag a Lack of entitlenent Eocredit on account of 
''omenr 

€ failure !o be recognized a8 economic actors rn tbeir
own righti the secord rraE a rack of infornation on credit avai.labltity, anat thethird was the procedure or de'ign of i.nstitutionar credit and banking setvices.

36' The i'ntroduclion, deveropnent and aaraptation of inproved or new technol.gieswere inportani elenents for increaEing productivity and providing inconejeneratingoPportuni'ties. Horrever, they arid not arway. respond tulry to the needs of therural conmunitiea. Those technologles nere €eldon adapteal to the skills availablein the rural areas. In aone cases, they traat diap.l.aced rromen and deprived them oftbeir sources of incone. rn addition, appropriate technorogies had- seldm beenextended to nonen in thelr fooal production rrork, thelr work in casb crops and inthe household. one of the reaaons for the situation was the insufflcie;trecognt'tl.n of *omen a6 productive agents by trai4rng, extensron and other supportservices.
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lccess of, rural wonen to other activities outsiale the agricultural sector

37. The participants discussed the situation of rural nonen engaged in activities
otber than agriculture. It was found that nany wonen were engaged in vari,ous
activities such as cottage industriea. tran8lrort anal petty trade. Their econoni,c
contribution went unrecorded becauge officlal Etatlsti,cs alial not take then
sufficiently lnto account, but they were very inportant, and developlent planners
should promote them. !o that effect, greater understanding of the contrlbution and
role of those activities in econonlc growth wa6 n€cessary.

38. soloetimes the induEtr iallzation process and the lntroduction of neH t€chnology
had a negative effect on wonenr s enplolment and incone. Ihat was because many
countries, instead of reflnlng the exlsting technlques that irere EometloeE adaPteal
to the Local environment, had been quick to adopt ner' heavy technologles without
Prior analysis of their effect on the incorE of nonen and the llving standard of
famllies. Ilowever ' the course of technological advancenent cou.Ld not be revereed
and it ila€ necesEary to look for alternative sources of incone anal enplorynent for
r'Krnen.

VIt. IIAYS TO IITPROVE 9IOI{EN' S STA}IDARD OF I,IVING

39, In order to improve the Eoclal status of women working ln rural areas, the
extent to which social reguirements, sucb as acceas to sater and.f,uel, education
and traininq, health servlces, the improver0enta of €ocial lnfrastructure anal soclal
security' r{ere met had to be i,ncreaEed. In6ufficienciea in those areas were linked
to a lack of naterlal resources and to shortcorningg ln deslgning and executlng
social pol,iciea. In addition, access to services and nork-Ioad $ere unegually
diatrlbuted betneen the aexeE. l{onenr a work-Load in rural areas waa generally
greater than menrE, and ttreiE acceEs to servicea leas.

40. lleaEures carried out to deal witb those problems had included the provision of
services on an equal baEis, and the improvenent of agrlcultural and domeetic
technology to reduce women I s nork-load. They had been leas than effective because
the supply of tboEe Eervices and the accesE to them vrere biaaed againat rural
populations in general and against rromen in particular.

41. Questions that nere raised included:

Whether genaler-specific policies ained at lnprovlng agrlcultural and domeati,c
techno.Logy responded to the needE of nonen, and if they did notr sguld wonenr s
Participation in the plannlng of those policies contribute to their
inprovement?

glhat neasures coulal be devised in order to change daisting lrooling and sharing
patterns tn the housebold?

Access to aociaL aervices, bealth, education, Eocial securlty and trainlnq

4?. Socia1 services should be provided to woroen in rural areas to lighten their
burden' increaae thelr productivity and pronote their self-reali. zation. Ilowever,
nany obstacles uade the provlsion of those services quite difflcuLt. the nain ones
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57- The success of faniry-planning poricies and prograomes nas directly rerated to
the cbange in the statuE of ironen in education, in enploynent opportunitles and intheir power in the faoily. Knohrledge and the avai.J.ability of the means of fanlly
planning was not enougb' as wonen might not use then because of social presgure and
their inferior statuG in society. rn sone conmunities and societies it had been
found that the fear of not having enough children was often greater than the desire
to sPace anal linlt blrths. sone other cuttural factors rdere aerlous obstacles for
family-planning policj,es. In nany s*tetles, havlng children was fundamental for a
family. ltaternity anar ferBininity rere related in the ninds of peopre, as arevlrUity and fertility. Another inportant obEtacle to fanily planning was the
deep-rooted preference for nale children in sone socleties. The supposed
EuPeriority of men anal lnferiority of noroen rrere accepted by tho6e societiea, and
in sone of, the sorst caaes glrrs and wonen nere 0istreated. There, an effort to
raise peoplers conscLouan€Es and to change thelr attltudes was urgently reguired.

58. the size of the fanlIy rraE inextricably relatear to the stage of deverolhent
and socio-economic conditions of rurar peopre. children rrere a good investr0ent for
sone fafilrreE and therefore fanu.y-ptanning pollcies should be rerated to the
umraaung of the socio-econonlc Eltuation of, the rural poor.

59. The need to €tress the involvenent of men in wonen. s deveroplent, eapeciarry
in fanily plannlng, was recognized. It rras found that nale opposition to fanily
planning in sde countrle€ rras nainly due to their lack of knorledge of thelr joint
resPonslbility in that natter.

VIII. i{AYS TO IIiIPNOVE THE PARTICIPATION OF II(f,IEN IN SOCIO-E@NOT{IC
AIID. POI,ITICAIJ INSTITUTIONS IN RI'RAJ' AREAS

60. one of tbe prinary objectives ot effective pori.cy-naki,nq in rural areas shour.d
be to inprove the accecrg to decisj.on-naking of nonen in the household in
soc io-6cono0ic instltutlons, such ag co-operativea, in rural developnent projectE,
ln rocar and nati.onar adninistratlon, and in politicar lnstltutions. The issues ofthe rrbilization, organization, aolldarity and alrarenesE of women 1n rurar areas
were essentiar in achieving that goal. The eratErts were invited to assess the
inportance of lrbulzation and organizatlon for the i.mprovement in the gttuation of
wonen ln rural areaa, and to provlale suggestions on hon to strengthen theo.

61. ReLevant queatlons lncluded the folloHlng:

ihat determlned the deslre of {onen to partlctpate ln collective activities
for econonic, sociar and poritlcar purlrcEes rn rural ar€aa, and what [eaaure6
should b€ carrled out to increase auch partlcipatlon?

under cbat condltlonE sould it be aarvigable to pronote the acceas of, rr@en to
declalon-Daking t for instance, by creating all-rrorEn organizationa, or
proeoting uomen. s partlcipation in rural collectlve organizations, such as[ixed co-operatlves and trade unions?

what Should tre done to lDprove the efficiency of wonenr e organizations inrural areas?
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62. the particlpant€ agreed that it nas essentiaL that women ln rural areas
Participated in decision-naklng pr@e6sea at alr revel8 in the household, econonic
lnstltutions, and local anal national organizations. To reach thi€ goal and to
ensure that they pLayed an important role in the developnent pr@ess, appropriate
IegiElatlon, organization and tralning for partlclpatlon of rural iJor!€n rrere
eEsential.

63. The processeg of rDbilization, organlzation and pot er acquiBition were comprex
and there rr€re no sirn['le says to speeal thao up. There rfas a need for carefulpreparation, a ulde diffusi.on of infornation and a great deal of co-ordination
between ttre different inatitullone and organizations that nere Concerned rrlth
wonenr g i6sues.

64- liany obstacles to the nobilizati,on anat participation of, trural rcnen were
identified: the disperslon of the population, uhtch rraa greater i.n rural than in
urban areas, the non-recognition of rural rqnenr I role in proatuctive activltles,
the lack of tirle to participate, the relatlvely lower levels of education, the fact
that rural rcmen uere leas accuEtooed than nen and urban women to partlctpatlng in
new inati.tutions and soc cultural attitudea that Ecorned t{oDeni s actlvisn.

65. The partici'pants stated that in efforts to mobilize rurar $omen, there had
been a tendency to inpoEe on tltem, often fron thg outgi,ate, forns of organlzation
that had proved to be inadeguate for their neeals. Understandably, thogeinltiatives had not arouaed nuch interest and often they rrere reject€d altogether.
AIso, appropriate l€glslation pronotlng wonenr s partlcipation was often absent.
There rras obviousry a ned to learn what naa of interest for rural uonen b€cause
rbbilizatlon na8 towards concr€te objectiveg and coonon need6 and interests, such
a8 accesa to servlces, e.g. nater, nutual help for bulldlng comunl,ty centres,
achools, child-care c€ntres anat agrlcultural taEk6, and interchange of, gooalg and
services.

66. Along with training and educaElon, the nobilization of rurar roren shouLt b€
acconpanled by changes in attitudes. l{onenr s and D€nta attitudeg t[u6t be changedto allor rdomen to participate fully in poutlcal actlvltle6.
67. Tbe participants 6aial that it wa8 neceasaEy to identlty Local sonen leaders
uho riaurd rbbllize ruraL rmen, represent national organizatlong at the grass-r@ts
Ievel and co-ordlnate sectoral efforts at the local level. Those leaders should be
chosen by the wonen ttrenselveB.

68- wonen'a organizations prayed a cruclal rore in the rDblrization of rurar
mrDen. National organizatlona were not aluayg in touclr wlth rural wotenr arealitles. They l'ere often ained at and dlrecteat by urban soDen and therefore were
les€ acce€sible to rural son€n. Existlng natlonal organizatlona Dight aonetin€s no
longer be repre€entative of lroDenr a conc€rDs at the rural cooounlty level, anal
reasgesanent of the role of suclr organlzatlotrn, eslrecially Hlth regarat to rural
rroDen, could b€ i[portant.

69. Eo$ever ' they also oight b€ lneffective anal lack acceaE to natlonal political
structures. There rag a need f,or natlonal atructures to provid€ a q lobal frame$orkfor the varlous m[enra organizattons, and to organize grass-roots ass@iatlons in
a national federation.
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70. The participantE rr€re unaniDua in Etatlng that co-ordination b€trreen
di,fferent Eectoral tlni6trtes or depaltEnts at all levels of the adninistratlon
eaE eEsential to lbProve the Partlclpation of woDen ln socio-econonlc and political
tnstltutlona and to pronote the aaloptl.on of, global pollcles for lmprovinq the
altuatlon of women in rural areas.

9/
Ue!.tco Ci

ot the Internatlonal Wonenr s Year,
tlon. galea No. E.?5.IV.1).

y SeG Relrort of the slorld Conference on Agrarian Reforn and Rural
Deve loFnent, Itone, 12-20 July 1979 (nCARRD/RBP} .
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Appendix I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Experts

Nieves Alemany (Cuba), Secretary-General, Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas (FMC)

Catherine Becouarn (France), Chargee de Mission au cabinet dU Ministre, Ministere
de l'Agriculture

Maria Del Carmen (Mexico)

Samia Fahmy (Egypt), Higher Institute of Social Work

Abdul Wahab Abdul Habib (Yemen), Director, Rural Development Department, Ministry
of Local Government

Cao Ruiwu (China), International Liaison Department, All China Women's Federation

Kate Kamba (United Republic of Tanzania), Secretary-General, Union of Tanzanian
women

Salwa Masri (Jordan)

Jordanka Matova (Bulgaria)

Cecilia Lopez Montano (Colombia), Vice-Minister of Agriculture, Ministry of
Agriculture

Hajjah Rauf (Malaysia), Community Development Division, Ministry of National and
Rural Development

Aminata Traore (Ivory Coast)

Gertrudes Vitorino (Mozambique), Organizacao de Mulher Mocambicana, Secretario
Nacional da O.M.M.

Deepa Weerapana (Sri Lanka), Deputy Director, Sri Lanka Women's Bureau

S. Zambaga (Mongolia), Vice-Chairman, Committee of Mongolian women

States Members of the United Nations represented by observers

Argentina
Canada
France
Indonesia
Philippines

,

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zimbabwe

I ...
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United Nations Secretar iat
Departrnent of Intetnational Econonic and Social Affairs
Economic and Social, Comnission for Asia and the pacific
Econonic Connnission for Afr 1ca
Uni ted Nations Industrial DeveloFnene Organization

specialized agencies

Food and Agriculture Organization of the Uniteat Nations
tlorltl lteaLth Organization
tlor ld Bank

Other intergolernnental og!4!ig!,e
Council of Europ€
European Econonic Colununity

Non-governnental organizationa

Associated Country l{omen of the |forLl
Bahar i International Connunlty
Consejo Nacional de los Derechos de Ia Uujer A.C.
Co-ordinating Board of Jeuish Organizations
Inatitut f iir Agrarentricklung
rnternational Alliance of filomen - Eguar Rrghts, Eguar Responsi birities
International Catholic ttigration Connission (Car itaszentrale)
International Federation of Business and profeasional ifonen
International Federation of Social Workers
International Federation of, University t{onen
International Planned Parenthood Pederation
International Social Service
l.tedical l{omen I s International Assoclation
Ronani Union
Seiedad ltexicana de Tdcnicas y profesionistas
Soclety for 9lomen r s Studies and Development
gtomenr s Intelnational Denocratlc pederatlon
World AsEociation of Girl Guides and cirl Scouts
World Federation of Detrocratlc youth
t{orld Unlon of Catholic glonen r s Organizationa


