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Statement*

Facing such an important step in constituting a global roadmap towards the
Sustainable Development Goals, there is a firm and continuing commitment from
the political sector, civil society and developmental cooperation agencies, to
implement the 2030 Agenda internationally.

It is for that reason that empowering agents of change is one of the most important
steps for achieving this objective. Young people play a prominent role in projection
in the short, medium and long term, as mentioned by Jan Eliasson, UN Deputy
Secretary General, in his opening speech at the Youth Forum held in New York,
saying: “the voice of young people is crucial for the United Nations. Our success in
this gigantic task will depend largely on the extent to which young people are a
motor in implementing the agenda”.

Despite the economic crisis, scepticism and ethical relativism, many young people
are determined to change these circumstances and be proactive. Youth currently
participate in society through volunteerism, social programs, citizens' platforms and
other mechanisms created to respond to problems they perceive in their immediate
environment. This activity by young people in the third sector and other areas of
society, contributes to the development and construction of open and innovative
communities.

The values of commitment and solidarity of the youth group themselves lead to a
generational change in different social settings in which they interact as agents of
change, opening a new horizon of transformation and renewal. These values are
therefore existential goals that become talents or abilities, which once applied,
generate practical results and direct benefits for the community.

For this reason, it is considered that the empowerment of this group should be
treated as an engine for social change that will achieve progress in the sustainability
of economics, the environment and socially, as presented in the 2030 Agenda.

That said, the promotion of spaces for dialogue, workshops, means of formal and
informal education, accompanied by institutional and financial support necessary
for youth organisations and projects under the different dimensions of development,
are mechanisms that facilitate the leadership of new generations, and thus build
enabling environments for achieving the goals and objectives of the 2030 Agenda.

* The present statement is being issued without formal editing.
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