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The PRESIDENT: I declare the one hundred and seventh-meeting of 

the Economic and Social Council open, 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY -GENERAL ON ~ DRAFT CONVENTION 
ON TEE CRIME OF GENOC:rDE (E./447, E/476, E/522) I . . 

1 The PRESIDEN~:{U I wieh to advise the Membere of the C.ouncil that .. ' ., .... . . , ' ' . ' ' 

document E/522 ·contains the draft resolution adopted by the Social 

Committee. 

As there are no observations o~ thie proposed draft resolution, I 

shall consider it adopted by the Council. 
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PRCGRESS REl?ORT OF THE ·SECRETARY-GENERAl) ON IMPIEl1ENTATION OF 
RESOLD"TION 58 OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON ADVISORY SOCIAL WELFARE 
Fl:)NCTIONS OF UNRR.c'\. TRANSFERRED TO UNITED. NATIONS. 

Mr. MALIK (L!:!banon) :· · ':Che onl~ co:mrn.ent I wish to rlla.lce is 

in regard to the ;p~s~age which states: '';Recognizes that the 

~ewber nations of the United Nations should, if interested, share 

·the benefits of Advisory Social Welfare servi.ces." lt ·seems to 

me that~hi~ is not exactly what was intended to be said, because 

who else would share 'these benefits· if it were not the Membe¥ 
. 

nations concerned1 

· vWe do not mean here to state something which is obviously 

implied in the very existence of these services. These services 

were intended for Member·riations, and to merely reiterate that 

fact seems '.to me not exactly what was meant. I think that what 

is meant in the :passage i's that· the :maximum number of Ne:mber 

nations should ~hare ~ the benefits, or as many l~mbe~ nations 
I 

of the United Nations as possible should share in t~e benefits: 

Merely to leave it in the form in which it is would not. 

indicate what the Norwegi~ representative or any of the other 

re:presentatives had in mind. As. it is, it is merely an irrelevancy., 

that as rna."ly .Hember natio:qs of the United Nations as possible 
' 

should, i~ interested, share the benefits of Advisory Social 

"lelfare se:rvices." · 
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Mr. HAARR (Norway):· I have haC!. .th~ opportMity on earlier .. · · 

o·~casions to defend this ·sentenc~ ·in the Comm.it:tee of .the Fhole·;·'\in . · 

the Drafting Colll!Ili ttee 8?-d, then ngain in the ·CoUJIIl.i ttee of the 1·!hole. I 

do not understa..TJ.d why this sent~nce. shoulc'j.. raise so many objections. · I 

am sorry that ;r should.have to explain the meanin8 of this sentence.· 

In vie;.r of the cont'ention made by the Secretariat in this matter:, 

the p~9se of these words is to 1ntroduce a c~ange. ·The A4visory 

Social \·!elfare services have in the past been limited to. the less 

developed countries, and have in accordance with the original instructions 

given by the General .f\.ssembl.y had the character o~ emergency. aid. In 
,· 

the opinion of the Norwegian delegation., the work which has already.b~en 

accomplished should be made a be.sis for the future a,cti vi ties in this·: 

field. v.Te regard these activities e.s important and valuab.le to the 

countries ~hich receive the services anQ. to the United N~tions as, an 

organization. 

Originally, the Norwegiandelegationmoved.for a more far rea~hing 

proposal; _that is, that these services should be broad~ned an~ put on 
c"me. 

a permanent basis. However, we realized that the time for thP..t had not yet/ 

It is important to keep the door open for the future. He should 

disregard the original principle that these services are only emergency 
\ 

aid to be given to a limited number of countries; and that vrben·the emergency 

situation has eased, these services should th~n be ~~doned. 1 

The Norwegian delegation feels that the services should be put on 

a permanent basis. Now is the time to state that the services should be 

available to all Members. If the services are permanent there cannot 

be RnY limitation, and that is very important. I believe it is important 

to do that no;.r. 
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It is important to.change this activity from an emergency proc~amme 

to a more ·permanent activity which the United Nations should mfl.intain. 

How this nore 'permanent basis c~n be achieve~ can. be disyussed later 

e.fter the Social Commissitn has expressed its viel·r, but I still. th~nk 

1 t is it1;portnnt to give the Social Oomi.ss:i.on a ste.tement as a criticism 

of what has been done. It hes been lini ted so fe.r, but in future it 

ought not to be limited. 

!;Jr. P~ (~e'\>1' Zealand): ~'h.e New Zealand delegation regrets that 

' it finds. itself unable to agree with the resolution reported by the 

Social. Co:mrni ttee, f!.nd I v1ould like to move an e.mend+nent ii? _ t_he following 

tems: 

"The Economic and Social Council, takinG note of the 

procress report of the Secretery-General on the implenent~tion 

of Resolution 58 of the General .Ass'enbly on the .Advisory Social 

I 
Uelfe.re Functions of UNBRI'v transferred to the United Na~ions, 

"Requests the Social Commission at its next session to 

review the re.port of the. Secretary-General and to make recom-

mendations concerning this report and the need for the provi

sion of such serv:l,ces t_o Member Nations and the methods of 

financing such services." 
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The amendment would ~el.ete the second paragraph of the 

resolution ,coming from the Social Col:.l!li ttoo. That fs the 
i 

pc..ragraph vrhich states : "Recognizes that the Member Nations of 

the· Un:l ted Nations !3h·ould, if interested, share the benefits of 

ud Visory 8ocial Vblfare ServiCeS • II 

It would also delete the final paragraph requee,ting the 

Secretary-General to consult the Social Commission and would 

introduce certain amendments which are referred to .in the third 

paragraph where tr.ere. is a reference to the Social Commission. 

The New Zealand delegation felt that the second paragraph 

of the Committee's resolution was not very clear in intent. 

However, the intention-of that paragraph has been clarified by 

the representative of No1·w~y, e.nd the issue has been clearly 

raised before this (Council. Th~ issue, as the New Zealand 

delegt·.ti·on sees 1 t, is not whether it is proper and right for 
I 

the United Nations to ·conduct certain activiti'es in relation to 

social. welfare functions ori.·a permanent basis, but whether it 

is right and proper for this Council at this stage, Without 

having consj_dered in detail the matter, to prejudge the issue 

before the Social Commission has made a full examination of the 

whole proposal. We feel that should not be done, and further 

that there is no necessity for it to be done. vle feel· that 

the field is quite open for permanent and extended social welfare 

functionsto be carried on by the United Nations without, at this 

--stage, putting ~~y particul~r words into a resolution which this 

Counci:r adopts. 

Up to the present time, the activities of tlle. United l\at:1 ens 

:tn th,is field have been liilked to the 'activities previously c~ris~ 
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o~ by~. f.s we see it, tlle Social Commission will r~view 

the report of the Secretary-Gen~ra1 in detail. We v~ry much 

doubt whether it is necessary to.give the $ocial Commiss~on any 

el~press direction to consider t}le future programs in this sphere. 

We think on a reading of the report of the Secretary·General 

.it would be essential, when the Soci~ Commisston r~viewed that 

report, to ccmsider what was to happen in. the future, whether 1t 

~ae going to continue for· one year or for ten years or permanently. 

However, to cover that particulex point, certain words have 

been added to the third paragraph of the Social Committee's report, 

ond have, in effect, been taken from the second clause which we 

are deleting. 

May I read again the final and operative clause of the 

resolution proposed by the New Zealand delegation. "The ' 

Economic and Social Council requests the Social Commission at 

its next session to review the report of the Secretary-General 

and to make recommendations concerning this report and the need 

for the provision of such services to Member Nations and the 

method!'! of financing Stl.Ch services. 11 We therefore request the 

Socic:.l Commission to examine the particular point. 

~ow the further difficulty may be raised that it is essenti~ 

for some recommendation to go, forward to the General Assembly. 

As we see it, it is not perhc.ps formally correct to adopt the 

procedure suggested in the fin~l paragraph of the Social 
r 

·Col1JIIli ttee' s resolution, to request the Secretary-GenerY:l:l to 

consult w~th the Soci~l Commission. I imagine the Secretary

General through the appropriate off~ces of his Secretariat will, 

in fact, be consulting--not exactly consulting, but ass~sting the 



JK/rs E/P.V. 107 
23-25 
' . 

Social Commission in its work. In actual fact,, thEt :pl·OViBiu::l of 

l 

necessary finances for the contihuation qf social welfare functions 
. . ' 

has already been raised in the budget, and I should.imagine that 
. . ' 

I 

1 t would be s,imply norm.a·l procedure for the appropriate co~ ttees 

of the General Psee~bly, when cqnai~ering that particular item 

in the budget, an~ wh~n considering the appropriate section of 
' . . 

the Economic a.nd Social Council's report, to consid.er what had 

been done an,d w:Q.at had been recommende4, by the Social Commission~ 
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If at that stage the General Assembly, as a proper organ, 

decides to make express provision for the continuation on a p~rm-

anent basis of activities in this sphere by the United Nations, 

then certainly the matter will have been properly considered and 

will be put in order. But at this stage to request the Secretary-

' 
General to review his budgetary pro,visions on t~e basis cf some-

thing that the Sccial Commission J.s going to de when we do not 

know what the Social Commission has done or how it is going to 

a~proach the matter, seems to me to be pre-judging an issue in 

a wa:y that this Council should not do. Thie: Council should not 

go to the General Assembly and in effect say "\ole have .not con-

sj_dered this matter ourselves but we want you to do whateve:;.~ the 

Social Coi!lili f:'r ion :propot.'er.:." 

The Social Conm0_ssion is an expert body but not an organ 

that should repvrt directly to the General Assembly. We consic.er, 

therefore, that the resolution pro~osed by the Social Committee 

is not satisfactory and we ~ubmit an amendment which we believe 

will cover all the essential matters at issue and still leave 

the way open for the Social Commiss:.on and the General Assembly, 
I • 

or l~ter, if the General Assembly desires this Council to consj.der 

the matter, for this Council to consider in detail and in the 

proper manner exactly what should be done about the future activi-

ties. 

I should only like to add that we do not desire.to pre-judge 

this issue, but most certainly the New Zealand delegation and the 

New Zealand Government have every Gympathy With the necessity for 

the proper prov~_sion of socj_al welfare. advisory functions qn what-

ever for.m may be agreed upon by the United Nations, int~rnationally· 
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if th~t is approved; and if the necessary financial provisions are 

accepted; othervTise, through some o-cher procedure, but we do not 

feel that at this stage the Council should pre-judge the matter. 
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Mr. KAMINSKY (Bweloruss·ian SSR) (Interpretation ·from ~ussi~):. I 

cannot agree with se>me of· ~he arg'lmtents· that have been p1,1t forward_. It 

has been said that the c-onsultative activities of UlfflRA, '-n. so 'far as 

socia.l·weifare fUnctions are copcerned, ·~ust b~ .a permanent basis ·9f our 

work. I think· tbis is Btl enttt•el,y a;rti:ficia:]. conception. T.here is no 

need for a continU!3-tioh of advisory· f'ullctione anll thil3 does _not ce>rres.-

pond to the real facts. 

Furthermore, I cannot agree with the suggestion that more countries 

should be asked to share the bensfi ts of these services. In me.king this 

proposal, I think the Lebanese representative was considering the fact 

tha.t up to the present time the number of countries which applied. for 

such services was very limited. In order to prove the necessity of 
I 

continuing these functions, he vms ready to try, even artificially, to 
~ 

ask different covnt~ies to apply for the p1,1rpose of increasing the scope 

of the activities. In practice, we know that very few countries have 

asked. for such help, and we have every reason to expect in the future 

that these ,activities will become smaller and smaller, and finally dis-

a.ppear altogether. 

The Resolution of. the General Assembly on this matter wa.s based on 

urgent needs. If there is now some d.erriancl that these activities should 

be continued. in 1948, before we make any decision with regard to the 

continuation of such act:i, vi ties, -vre must first know the results of these 

activities during 1947. As we all know, we have as yet no data to 

judge the work of 1947, so that we can determine its success and its 

achievements, or its failure. 
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We must study the question as to whether there is a real necessity 

to continue these activities in 1948; and even·if t~ere were such a 
strain on the · 

necessity, we must alleviate the/United Nations: budget with regard to 
. . 

this item because, to the best of my knowledge; eac~ of the co¥ntries 

which may·requi~e services of this sort can itself assume the full ex-

penee of the help prov~ded to it by the United Nations. 
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For all these reasons, I do not find. it .possible for our dele-

gation to be in agreement with the resolution as it stands, and 

unless it is amended, we will vote against it. 

Mr~ MOROSOV (UsSR) (Interpre~tion from Russian): I have 
I 

already had an opportunity of saying t~t the· resolution of the 

General AesembJ.y mentioned in the first paragraph of the draft 

resolution eubmitted ··td the Council foresees extraordinary measures 

for 1947 only. The ·results of these activities in 1947 have; as 

yet, not been studied by organs of the United Nations, ~nd in par-

ticular by the Socia~,Commission, which ie the or~n of the Economic 

and Social,Council which has to study those questions. 
·' 

It is the view of·our delegation that we should introduce changes 

in the practice in this field. The 'Soviet Uhion dele~tion feel that 

the services mentioned in this resolution ~hou1d be given to countries 

which present a request for them, but 'the expense of the services must 

be borne by the countries and governments which ask for such services. 

This by no means implies that.the United Nations is not to fulfill 
I 

.that sort of function. 

' In·pract:tce we must also remember that the Administrative and 

Budgetary Committee has raised this question of the expense of such 

services to be borne by the governments and countries that·present 

the requests for these services, ~nd the fact that the Administrative 

and Budgetary Committee has raised the question also deserves our 

full e.ttention. 

To summarize the position, it is our opinion that the Economic 

and Social Council· cannot decide on the substance of· this matter 

before the Social Comnussion discusses it.. Eo;r.. these reasons, we 

consider that the suggestion I!la:de b~. the representa:t_iv.e of New 

Zealand deserves our full attentipn ~nd corre~ponds more closely 
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to th_e :facts thal.l tl!e draft we have before us in document E/520. 

Dr. CHANG (China): Firstly, I wish to say that after the 

d:!.scuss:.on the- issue is at least clear to_ this extent, tlut 't-Te are 

dealing with a me~sure :passed by. the General As_se~bly in Resolution 

58, for the cont:tnuation of the Advisor_y Social Welfare services 

that were initiated and carried on by urmRA. That was not very .... 

clear at the beginning of the dis9ussion,_ because certain Members 

seemed to indicate that various Member ~tates enjoyed certain 
\ . 

:privileges unduly. But re~lly the. allocation was altogether a 

continuation of- the UNRRA arrangement; there was nothing dif-

ferent whatsoever. 

I think also th~t whatever we decide here is not at all a 

matter of criticizing the carrying _out of Resolution 58. It is 

not that at all; it is simply that we a.ro discussing 1-1hat should 

be done afterwards to see that more Memb~r States ~-ay be 

c.bl.) to cor.c in to on joy the bcnofi ts·; ·. 

Thcr·efore, I a;,n glad indeed that this stateme:q.t has been 

made by some Ne::J.bers );lere, to the effect that our ded sion would. 

only be for the continuation of the UNRRA arrangements; further, 

that no Member State has simply tal:en adV$ltage of. tb-ie because 

it is after all mere1~ a continuation of the UNRRA ~rovisi0ns. 

I a.11 clad tnat point is clear, because it was not qi.U:0e clear 

in co:rnmi ttee n:eet:~r.gs o 'J'he second matter is that co:1cerning the 

wordine; of the reso_l_.,, .... ,::.on. I agree 'tvith the representative of Lebanon . ... -

that the ~ordlng can be· very much improved. I think that there 

are certain ree.lly vqry gocd points in t}le suggestion of the repre-

' ' 
sentati vet of ~Te·\., Zeal$1d •. May I say, however, that this very ill-

worded draft resolution }?.as gone through a drafting stage as well 

as a committee stage. It is the composite result of half a dozen 
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pol,pts of View,, ~d 1 t ts not satisfactory to anyone 1n :pe:rtieular,. 

~· em wonderipg whethe.r ,. in vtew of the ti~ l-Ie have a.J.ready 

given to it, we ~ght :pass it as it is. It 1s e most unaat1efactory 
I 

tb1,nc to eve:cyope who made sugge.etions, end yet, on the whole, it eontaine 

the various :poi:nts ot: view, and elao it he.s no co:tlll:U.tment in it. J;t 
\ 

t~~aa care of the vario~s :pointe of v~e~, as far as possible• Therefore, 

~ thtnk that ette~pts at amendment might take a little too· long, and 

:perh!'.ps a vo~e QD the draft tesol,'\lt1on eould be taken as it is. UI)ea.tia

factory es it is, it may pe the best war fQr the Council to deal with it. 

' 
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T4e- .P:RE$IDENT: I: wish -I. coul_d .follow .the:: fH?Bgea.tion ;mad13 oy• . . 
the revresentutive of ·China, but we ·have tyo amendments . .and we -~ve 

to -dispos~., of ··them. 

l think-we shoul~ vote.on ~he· ~raft resolution par~graph by 

paraGra,;ph. The firsi;; paragraph can be voted O:h first and then we 

·can ~o- riaht to :the amendment of the repre~enta.t~ ve of New Zealand; 

' . whicl;l i_s that the ·second paragl;'aph be deleted. . ;l:f the second paragraph 

·is delett;>d, the proposal of the· :r:epres~ntative -pf Lebanon_: ,.,m:ld· be 

automatically talcen care of._ 

-Hr. MALIK (Le'Qanon): I do not thi~ oo;;o Clan vote on the 

sec~nd p~agraph without joinin~ it to t~e New Zealand amendment. 

If we vote for the ~elation of the second paragraph and thep the 

en~ire New Zealand proposal does not carry, our first wote will be 
t I 

voided. The New Zealand proposal is not only to delete the second 

J?aragrc.ph of' the present text, but to replace everything af'ter the 

first paragraph by an entirel;v- new text.. Therefore, I do not think 
I 

it is proper to vote on the de~et~on of the second paragraph first. 
I 

Fir~t,~ohav~ to vote on the' first paragraph a7d then on the entire 

propo~al submitted by New Zealand, without mentioning any word about 

the ~elation of the second paragraph~ If t~t is adopted, then 

everything is superseded by the New Zealand proposal. If that is 
\ 

not adopted, then we sh~ll have to vote on my amendment. 

The PRESIIlE.lJT; If we adopt or X'eject the second paragraph, 
\ 

"VTe shou.l.C:. then vote on the amendment to paragraph 3, which is only 

a small ~~enQrnent. Most of the text remains as it is ip the draft 



vlH/tk ;E/P~V ~ ib7 
4a-45 

resolution. Thora is only o:p.e ~tbrd -to b~ deleted iri ·the' second line 
-7 ,,· ..... 

of :pare.graph 3 j and then there are some changes in line 3 of· paragraph 

3· 

Mr. THORN (New Zealand): It.has been pointed out'to ne'thnt 
. . 

the amendment moved by the New Zealand delegation lackE! s:pecifj_c · . 

direction to the Secretary-General to make allowance in his ~udgetary 
I 

proTisions for these services in 1948.· I therefore sUggest that 

.there be added to the amendment ma,de by the New Zealand delegation 

the following words: 
II . '. . , . . . , 

requests the Secretary-General to twte into 
. . 

accom1t the deliber~tions of the Social Commission in presenting , . 

the provisions for such services in 1948."· 



Mr. CHANG (China): Raving. heard the· changed· version· pro:Q(>sed· -by 

the representative of· New Zealand, I am more.· conv:tnced-th~n .. before that 

we should stick to the unsatisfactory proposal, be~ause if we try to 

redre.ft the ,.,hole thing 'lfe shall arrive at ·something whtc'h- ts just as 

unsatisfactory. It is in. that spirit the.t I- shall vote. for the second 

paragraph, though that paragraph itself may be criticizl:ld. Parhaps: .. 

several ethel~ Members may also vote for it, as. it is ;i.::l the interest· of 

saving time •. 

Mr •. MALIK (Le:Panon): Following .the_ good example of my New Zealand 

colleague, I wish to introduoe a· simpli-f:i.eation of my own amendment to 

paragraph 2. My amendment to that paragraph s:hould. really reA.!;l as 

follovTs: 

"P-ecognizes the prlnciple that the advisory social we],.farc· 

services are open to all Member Nations of the United Natlons." 

That ~xpresses all we vmnted to say in tne paragraph, and this 

would be the simplest way of saying it, without introducing words like ... 

"should" and ''if interested"t=~.nd so on, which only put the matter on a 

much more subjective p~ane. Ue want to state here that we recognize the 

principle that the advisory social welfare serlices are open to all 
I 

nat'ions Members of the United Nations. 

Mr. PHILLIPS (United Kingdom): I share the view of our Chinese 

collea.oue that the diaft prepared by the Cl.rafting committee is not 

satisfactory; it is full of difficulties and parts of it seem to me to 

be meaningJ ess and slightly ~frong on procedure. I will not repeat what 

has been said so admirably by the representative of New Zealand, but I 

I 
must expfess the opinion, on behalf of my delegation, that his_ text is 

a much more sensible text,and expresses the precise action ,.,hich this 

Council has to take, name1y to refer the matter to the Social Commission 
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and al~o to . ask t~e Secretary:·General to .review his budgetary provisions 

in the 11.ght of what the Social Comm:lssion recommends. 

As regards the clause about recognizing that Member n,ations should, 

if interested~ share the benefits c~f :the ad v~sory . . · social vrelfare 

services, anp. the Lebanese amendment to the.t clause;· I feel that it 

will lead.us·into great difficulties. First of all,· what is the operative 

part of the Charter which is quoted at the beginn:l.ng of Article 58? The 

operative part is Article 66 -paragre.ph 2, which states that the "Economic 

and Social Council "may, w:l.th the approval of the General Assembly, 

perform services at the req~est of Members of the United Nations ••• " 

That is one of the qu6stions which the Social Commission will go 

into--whether it 1s to be done by request, or whether the services can 

be canvassed abroad. I do not think that at this stage we should jump 

that point and give some kind of recognition.in some perfectly vague 

language lvhich may not fit in lvi th the Charter at a_ll. 

Another point about the Lebanese amendment is that it . states that 

these services are open on principle to Member governments. 

... 
At present 

I 

t~ey are open on principle also to certain non-member governments. 

These services are being given at this moment to certa:ln countries 

which are not members of the United Nations, but whi.ch he;d UNRRA 

assistance. Clearly we do not vrant t'o go. into all that ?OW·. I would 

therefore strongly urge that ,.,e adopt the New Zealand resolution with 

the addition which the representative of New Zealand has just proposed. 

IJI..r. KAMINSKY (Byelorussia) {Interpretation from Russian): It seems 
' ' I 

the.t some of the amendments suggested are due to a certain 
1
lack of under-

standing of the issue we are discussing. ir1hat we are discussing is 

the advisory social welfare services of 1.mRRA.. Those functions are 
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clearly stated in Resolution 58, and it is obvious the.t vrbile the t'ask 

of the Economic· and Socj.al Cmmcll is to 1·1ork according to 13. general 

L • , . 

programme ,1·7hic-:h will clearly be ·open •to all, we are dee.ling here with 

just certain countries, namely those •11hich in the pa.st had 'the. help e.nd 
··, 

assistance ·of 'llHRPA. The Resolutioh itself sets out the limitations 

'of that help and of those services' at the same time as it states the1.r 

urgent character. 
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For this reas.on., I do not'_.th'1rik.·1t· iS u-seful to try to amepd ·or 

explain the resoluti~rr because the text of the resolution is petfectly 

clear •. I fully agree w1·tb the suggestion of the re:presentat:l.ve of the 

United Kingdom that we should consider the·draft submitted by th~ repre-

s~nte.tive of ~ew Zonland • 

. Mr HAARR. (Norway): In my opinion,· the disc'tission this morning 

has not revealed any· new views on the matter which he.ve not been expressed 

earlier. ~ do not tbink this is a body for a·aiscuesion on the wording 

of different proposals~ That 'is a task.for the Comcittee of the ~~ole. 

I wo~d therefore support the proposal made by our.Chineee re~resentative 

that this matter should be put to vote before wasting any more time. ' 

We have two proposals before us. One is this draft resolution 

presented by the Cornoittee of the Wbole end·wnich was, according to my. 

inpression, almost unanioously aaopted then. ·rt·is regrettable that we 

did not hear the views of. our New Zealand colleague at an earlier stage· .. 

of this discussion, but I think if we take out this second.paragraph, 

this draft presented by'the Comittee of the Whole would cover mqst of 

the views expressed fn the proposal of the New Zealand representative. 

-I would therefore .propose that we take a vote on the draft of 

the Copm:i ttee· of the tlhole paregreph by paregro.ph and that we do 1 t 

as soon:e.s :possible before WE~Sting much more time. 

The PRESID;ENT: I can e.ssure the representative of Norway that I 

will not waste a single minute of the Council's time. However, there 

are quite e. f~v7 other representati vee who want to ex_press their views. 

Mr. GOLDET (France)(Interpretation from French): .I should lik~ 

to draw your attention to one point concerning paragraph 2, which is the 

par~graph we ho.ve discussed so ~uch. I see that in the English text we 

have a conditional "should, if interested, share the benefits," whereas 
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in the French text ·'We )lave o. ·:Pt'e£Hmt ·il'Jd~Qati vr.r., "shall." .. 

· Therefo+ei·I. would like·to ·propose tbat we.~hould b,ave_a text such. 

as the follm·7ibg: · ," sha:)..l· be ·enablE;l.d to bepefi t," · in. order tho. t we shou+d 
·, 

not have this dif"f'er.ence ·in the two texts •.. 

I. 

Mr. PEBEZ-CISNEROS (Cuba): I wisll to sey ot1ly a f,ew words .. ~o s~pport as 

stronGlY as. rosst.ble wbat has bee.n .said by the repret~enta~~·ve of Norway. 

I think that one of:t:be great· ach:tevenent~ of this session has been 

the way we have been progressing, apd I sbo~d not like to think·that . 

accordh113 to this morning's' debates .the· CoUI?c:a hai decided to ado:pt·,a. 

procedure of .confueion which would onJ.y mean a loss of time, nc:>t to sv.eak 

about a.·loss of seriousness. 

I tbink we have before us two a~ternatives, and tha~ we should 

decide inQediatels which one we are going to followt .ThQ first alterna~ivc, 

in view of the different 1de·as and ·sugaestions apd cri:ticiems which have 

been expressed· around this table 1 ·would be to send the whole n1a1;it~r b;1ck 

to the Comm1 ttee. The other el ternati ve would be to do. what our Norwegie.n 

colle0gue has suggested, that is, to vote without.e~y dc~ay on each .. 

paragraph ·of the resolution. 

Mr. ·s~IITR ·c ~an ada}: I fully shere the desire expressed by my 

Chinese colleague; and I em sure it is shared by all·of us, to get,on . . ' 

with this matter quickly. I was at fi·rst unable to e~ccept the New Z~al~d 

recont:lendntion· because 1.t· oni tted the substo.nce of the fourth .paragraph 

to -which. I attach· iiDJ?orte.nc~.' But as amended, it· ~eems to me the clif-

ference is one of cl:rt'i.:fting, ·e.nd I think. the ,advantage .is clearly ":'1-th . 

'. . I 

If 'lie heve an. opportunity. -qf tV.qt1~g ·OD this matter, I would VO~E:J. for 

that:, but ei·chor is quite. acc.e:ptable 't9 m~ •. ·. ··~ 
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Mr SEN (India): If the Ch;Lnese pl;Qposal had:~~n-accepted 
"-I" • ,,' ....... ,... ••••• ....:'. •• • __ .... {).· ..... :.·~ ..... ~.·: •• -.·~- .. -~· ... -.. 

• ' ' "' o a ' ·~ 

and the New Zeal~ proposal had not found some support, I should . . . . . ·. 

not have spoken. But l ~eel it is my ~uty to point_out that the 

\ New Zealand propos~~ as it stands ra~he~ commits the Council to 

a ce;rte.in course of action. It sccys, for e:xam~le, "and the need 

for ~be provision of such_ ee:rvices." That re.ther commi.te the 

Council. Wed~ not know what.sort of services the $cc1al Commise~on 

may recommend in the future. 

';I'he ~econd poin~ I have in mind "-s as fol;l.ows: T:Q.e New · 

Zealand proposal rea.ds -"in presenting the budgetary provisions 

for such serv~c;:es in 1948 •. " That again rathe~ comznits the Council. 

I should like to mention fo~ the ipfor.mation of the Council' that 

all these points hav~ b~en gone into v~ry thofou~ly· in the 

drafting committee one by one, and I feel that it is very 
' ' I • 

awkwar~ and rather irregular for the Council. ~o r_eopen this .. · 

matter for discussion all, over again w~en we a~eady have a 

perf~ctly good resolution, not good textually from a drafting 

\ 
point of view1 but good in the sense that it combines all 

essential points, and we should not go against it except for 

very good reasons. 

Th~ PRESIDE~: Let us proceed with the v9ting. This is 
I 

a simple matter and we can decide within a few minutes on one 

text or the other. 

Tte f1rst paraeraph of draft resolution E/520 was adopted 

by eave~teen votes with one nbstention. 

The PRES~Er~; We have a proposal by the repr~sentative of 

New Zealend that the second paragraph, should be deleted. 
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The _ P-"Op.,aa:l._ was·. edopW ·by_ eight, votes to seven, w1 th 
I r I -. I- t 

t~ree abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT: We will·now. take up the New. Zealand. amendl:rlent 
I 

to paragraJ;>h th:ree. The amendment reads as follows: · "Requests 

the Social Commission· at ita nex~ session to review ·the report 
I 

of the Secretary-General and to·make recommendations concerning 

~his report and the ne~d for the·provision of such serv~ces and 

the method,s of financing such services~"-

The emenQment was rejebted by nine votes to e~ght, with 

·one abstention. 

The pRES !DENT: ·We . shaU nqw t&ke V.P the New Ze1.:1:l.~d amendment 

to the last paragaph.', :TM,s amerulment reads as· toiiows: "Reguests 

the Secrot~ry-Generui'·~ to. take fnto accouttt. t)le deliberO:tions of 

the Soc·ial Co~ssion in pr~senting the 'budgetary prOvisions for 

such services· in-1948.'1 

The anendment was reJected by nine votes te seven, with 

two abster.tioPs. 



PF/GG 
I 

We shall now vote on the text of the thir~ paragraph as con-

tained in the draft resolution. 

Mr. MALIK··{Lebanon): I maintain that those who voted against 

lJa:cagraph 2 did so in vi~w cf accepting the New Zealand amendment. 

Now that the ·N~w Zealand amend:r:n.bnt h~;~.s been rejected, I reqPel:!t that 

a new vote be taken with regard to the acceytance or l'eject~on of 

.1-aragraph 2. . 

The PRESIDENT: No; ·the pro~osal for·the deletion of paragraph 2. 

waa accepted, and the }aragraph is ther~fore deleted. 

Mr. MALIK (Lebanon): The deletion was not im}licit. It was not 

merely a deletion; it was a delet:ipn in view of what was coming after 

the deJetion.. Since tnat which came after the. deletion was rejected, 

those whc· voted against it because they wan ted ~o. see· the forthcol!Ung 

part acce:tJted may reconsider. 

That is what I had in mind at the beginning, when I stated that 
~ motjon 

we cculd...oot.vote in such a fashion; that the .whole N·e.w Zealand/had· to 

be voted, after which we must go bfLck to the original resolu~ion ·and 

vote it paragraph by paragraph. 
I . 

Mr. W1INS.t\.Y (Byel0russ:i,an SSR)(Interj?~etation from Russian): It 

~eems to me that a rather ~trange procedure is being suggested ,to us. 

We have voted on a series of amendments. One of these amen~nts 
I 

received a·majority of the votes and was duly accepted. I consider 

that we are all adults and that we should know what we are doing. 

The PRESIDENT: We voted on the amendments and on the ind~vidual 

paragraphs of the resolution. However, we <:lid· not vo~e on the resolution 

as ~ whole. Before we vote on the resoJ_ution e.s a whole., if t~e Members 

of the Council desire to reconsider voting on pa,ragraph 2, I have no 

objection to that, but the Members of the Council ha,ye to dec.ide on 
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whether th.ey wish t.o reconsider their vote on paragra}h 2. Followi.ng 

that, we shall vote on the resolution as a wh0le. 

Is the~e any-obj~ction to a r~considerat~on wit~ regar~ to 

para~al-h 27 

Mr. TliO.BP {Un~ted StateE!): Of cours~, the'President can decide, 

with the aid of the C•'Cl;tl'C'.U, on methods of pro-ced"~Jre. However, if 

1-1e reconsider paragraph 2; J:~erha_i.iS on the_ basis of a changed :P9Bition 

with regard to-paragraph 2,.we- ma1 have to reconsider paragraph 3. Then, 

if we change our posit~o~ on :paragraph 3, we may havS. to- reconsider 

paragraph 4 •. _ 

It seems to m,e there is a pod,nt at which one does stop reconsidering 

on the basis of. action taken. These arE? se-:parabJ,.e -matter- •. We have 

decided on paragraph 2. It is not related to: paragraph 3 or paragra~h 4, 

at least .. in my judgment. Therefore, I see 1no justific.ation for 

reconsidering Paragr.a}?h 2 on the pasis- .of actions taken with regard 

to paragraphs 3' and 4 •. If they are related, they should have been 

considers~ together as & group, rather than to have had a division. 

The PRESIDENT: ,we shall now vote on the resolution as~ whol~, 

namel,y, paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 ~- the second · p~agrapll having been -reJected 

by the Council. 

A vote by show of hands was taken~ 

The PRESipENT: ·There are sixteen votes in favou:r of'- the· 

resolution, one against, with 'one abstention. Therefore, the resolution 

is adopted. 
v 

Mr. CHANG (China) : I f~el that one remark i·s necessary. Vlhile 

I a,flpreciate . th,e r,uling made by the :PreE?ident1 with which I agre~d, I 

think the sugge!'ltion to r~consider any :p~~~ph surely was made quite 

seriously by the ·representative of Leb~non and -in .a very ~ture .mann_er. 
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REPORT OF THE SECREI'ARY -GENERAL ON RELIEF N:!:EI:S AFl'ER TEffi.1INP.TION OF mmRA 
(E/462, E/h62/Add.l) 

:tl..r •. MOROE->OV (USSR) (Ir.torprc.tation from Rucsinn): The material on the 

scope of ho.ll_) c;i 110n :l_n the I<e::_:Jurt is baserl on the data of tho so-called 

Special Techn:;.cal Comm.i'ttGe. P:t; t:w last sasslon I haG. to point out the import· 

shortcomings of tl:o r.o~ort, ar:d I de• not ~.nt.'"'nd to re:;>eat what, I :have said. 

It is obvious that countri.(.S whi.ch i1ave suffured. h0e.v:.i.ly from destruction 
I 

and have suffered f:..1 om onemy o.~cl~o.tion, need help. It is obvious 

that this help shou~d come, in major part, from count~ies that did not 

havo to suffe!' ·from enemy occupation· and destruction, 
I 

Th0 PRESIDEI·lT:·. As no othe:;.~ r8presentElthes a_9parcsntly wish to make 

any further observatione, I wonder ':·Thether the r-iembers of the Council would 

' ! agree with th8 following 'suggestion. "The Econorr..ic anc. Social Council 

notes the Report of the Secratary-General on the relief needs'after the 

termination of UNRRA, and draw·s the attention of the General Jl...ssembly to 

this Report as it has been prepared on the basis of the Resolution of the 

Assembly. The Council approves the action which tho Secretary-Gen~ral has 

taken pur_suent to the Resolution of" the Gene:;.·al As8embly on this matter, 

and recommends tpat Me:n.ber Nations give every possible assistance in 

achieving tb(e purpoaes of tho Resolntion." 

Mr. LUNDE (Norw[;y): The No:cw·egian dele,;ation is p~rfectly willing to 

support the resolution w·hich has just be:m propoc.ed by the President. I 

must apolocizc for not as~cing permission to say a fevr 1-TO!'ds before. I should 

like to make a very short statement in cor..nection with the P.enort. . . 
The Report contains. a short passage on pae;e 6, which reeds as follovrs: 

'
1The Norvregian Government intend.s to take up the question of granting long-

term credlts to countries in need of relief, in addition to providing cod 

liver oil to the international Children's Emergency Fund." 
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.AEJ was pointed out 'by the Norwegian representative when he 

d.iscussed the LJ.ternational Children 1 s Emergency· Fund, the questio,-... of a 

certain grant of cod liver oil has already been settlei. As to long-ternl 

credits,· I mig.'ht a.dd that certain credits have also been granted a:u-eady 
I 

by the Norwegian Government to Finland, Poland, Austria and Greece. 

Mr. PEREZ-CIS}rnROS ·(Cuba): I run ready to vote in favour of the pro-

' posal which the President has just sugges~ed. HO't•rever, it seems to me 

that the last part of it, the :Portion which calls the attention of the 

governr1ents to the importance of giving their.full support to this problem 

may not be in order. The q_uestion is now on the government level. The 

Secretary-GeneraLhas already approached the governments, and some of theL1. 

have expressed. formal opinions about it; others are et111 atud:1ng the prob· 

lem. 

In vie·w of the fact that this question is on the government level, 
\ 

I do.not think we should at this stage again call the attention of the 

governments to a matter which they have already considered or which they .. 
are considering. However, I realize that th'e problem is a. very important 

one, and that the govE;;rnments must do everything possible t(l,contribute 

to this important work .. 
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¥JI'. RADIMSKY (C.zechoalovakia): At our last ~session in M-irch 

the Czechoslovak d~legation criticized very severe~ and for good 

reason the Report·· of the Special Technical Committee.- I do not · 

wish to repeat the arguments we gave then·. I only wish td inform 

the C:)uncil that- rrry delegation will abstain on V_Qt1os:-on tllie .resolution 

Mr. ·ooLDET (France) (Interpretation from French): I have no 

comment to rnake on t~e statement rrade by our colleague from Cuba. 

I should simply like to point out that we received this voluminous 

document of seventy-eight ~ages only twenty"four hours ago. There

fore, we were not able to study it completely. I note that it 

refers to the food situation ~n Europe during the Spring of this 
I 

year and also during the Summa~, which is now nearly finished-' 

I think the only conclusions we could draw would be of a historical 

character. 

The PRE$IDENT: There is a proposal by the representative of 
' \ 

Cuba that the la.st part of the draft rf;Jaolution concerning the 

goTernments should be elimihated. ~would then read as-follows: 

"The Economic and Social Council notes the Report. of the Secretary

General on relief needs after the termination of ~' and draws ·. 

the attention of the General Assembly to this Repovt; approves · 

the actions which the Secretar,y-General has taken pursuant to 

the Resolution of the Assembly on this rr.atter." 

The resolution was adopted.~ __ 

REPORT OF TEE COUNCIL .NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS COMMITTEE 

The PRESIDENT: The Co~ncil ·might wish to have closed meetings 

when it comes to· ·disous~ing iD:~ividual 'ca~ee. Tha:t is for the Council 

to dec ~de._ In tl:le. past the Council diecu~sed a.~me ptib·licJ,y and. some 

in closed meetings. 
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lfl..r, SANTA CRUZ (Chile) (Interpretation :'ro::n. Spe.nishl: I do 

not see any dra~~ack to discussing this· question .. of tlle ,non.-governmental 

organizations i~~ublic, and therefore I .think the session should. 

remain OJ?.en. 

Mr. PEREZ .. ClSNEROS (Cuba) : I am extremely :3orry not to share 

the views just expressed by th~. ~epres~ntat:l,.ve of Chile.. In a 

matter such as the one we are aboQt to consider I think it would be 

more delicate to ha~e a cl,?sed.ffieeting. I 

Mr. SJ.VUTH (Canada).: Whil~ ,I have no objection to expressing 

in public any views I may fE?el .it nec·essary .to express on individual 

non:.goverPlll.ental organ;i.zat:tons, I th;i.nk that ·as a 111atter ot principle 

it is preferable for the Council to have closed ~essions for this 

purp~ee. 

I would like to make a further point in regard to saving the 

Council's time. It is that we should use simultaneous tran~lations, 

which woul~ save us at least fifty percent and probably rather· more 

of the time involved in getting through this· work. J;>ersonaUy, there-

fore, I should favour a closed, meeting in Coznmi ttee of the vJhole with 

simultaneous. translation. 

~1r. ,d'ASCOLI (Venezuela) (Interpretation from-Sp~sh): I find 

mys~lf in complete agreement with the representative of Chile. I do 

not see any reason, nor has any reason been put forward, for having a 

closed session. I do not think the matters we are _now going_ to 

discuss a~e any more delicate than other matters discussed in the .. 

Council, so until reasons are given which can·convince me that it 

would be preferable to have a closed session, I shall vote in favour 

of an open session with the public adr.:li tted to oilr deliberations; 



GR/tk 7~-E /f, .• y.t::.-*07 
' .- -.77 

The PRE~NT ::. ~ere . .are two pro:!Josale~.b~fPll'e us,:. ~!1.~ :that. 

we should discuss this item as a Cp~qi~ anq. .. the ... Qth$r ·.that we· ... 

should: first discuss it i.:n, Committee ot: .tlJ.e Wh9le. ; ... 

. ·Mr.. SANTA -C~Z (Chile)· (Interp:retatiop. · fr~m··Spanish): I 
I 

<iid not .suggest .that. it .·s:P.?uld be dis.cusaed in Committee; I sug-

gested th~t it shpuld be discussed publicly. 

Mr. PEREZ~CISNEROS (Cuba}: The President has just annou..l'lced 

that we :P,ave two propos~s before us, one to discuss this item in 

plenary session and the other to disc~s it in Committee. I think 

vre have also another question to decide, namely, whether to have 

an open or closed session, no matter whether it is of the Council 

or of the Committee of the Whole. 

The PRESI1~NT: Rule 47 says: ''The meetings of the Council 

sha.ll be held in public unless the Council decid.es ~therwise." 

Therefore I would. like to take a vote on whetner the meeting should 
I 

be public or private. 

Mr. J;IHJ;LLIPS (United Kingdom) : Someone inquired what con~ 

siderations were involved in deciding whether to have a ~rivate or 

a public session. So far as I\am concerned, I'shou~d be quite 
I 

prepared to have either, 'bl.\t I imagine that the kind· of considera-

tion which should be in our mind is concerned vri th the feelings ·of 

tne people 'nth whom we are dealing. 

For instance, if a representative here should propose that, 

shall we say, the "Society of Bicyclists LivinG in the East Nineties' 

should l::o.Y·::l oct:e;acy'A rstatus, it would be up to somebody else on the 

Council to say that that was a very ~ocr organization and did not 
I 

carry any weight whatsoever., Tnat kind of discussion might hurt 
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one of the considerations which E!hould be in the ·mnds of ·repre-· 

sentatives when they are voting whether the mee-Ging should be in· 

public or :l,.n private.. They would not hav.e it in their minds that 

they would want to dtscuss any pointe of pol~cy which were not 
I 

proper for the public ears. ·I t~ink·we shoul~ remember that. 
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Mr. ~'ASCOLI (Venezu~la)(Inte~~retat~on from Spanish): I listened 

vrith great inte:;."est to the explanations given by the representative· of 

the United Kingd,om •. In f.act; I was the . one who asked for explanations, 

so I 'listene~. with particular·care •. But I think that any organjzation 

that places an application kn.O·ws in advance that the meetings of the . 

Economic and Social Council are public, that the public is admitted to 

the Council chamber, and that ita application will be disc.ussed in 

full detail before .the public. 

1:fe have no previous engc.g~ment with, those organizations to examine 

their appllcatj ons in private session, even for the reasons explained. by 

the representative of the United Kir,gdom. Those ·organizations wnich 

pla.ce applications ar~ fully a"t-Tare .of this fact when they do pla0e those 

e.pplications. 

For these reasons, the explanations given, a£ far.as I am concerned, 

do not appear to be satisfactory •• 

Mr. THORP (United States): I am inclined to support the not:!.on 

that this discussion, like our other discussions, should be done in 

public. I think that the suggestion made by our colleague from 

Venezuela is an apt one, that there is something corresponding here to 

the legal concept of .. assumption of risk,that if an organization files 

an application, itlis exposing itself. to complimentary and uncomplimente~y 
I I 

remexks. If these bicyclists are not competent bicyclists they· deserve 
' . 

to be told so in public and at least to know Hhat is being said about 

them. 

I think tnat it is quite important for agencies whose applications 

are being considered here to have some notion as to w·hat the considera-

tiona are, rather than to have to get that information second-hand. 
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So I should hope, in spite of the fact that it w~y lead to some injured 

feelings, that we would move ahead and consider these matters in public. 

Mr. PEREZ-Cl2NEROS (Cuba) : In ordel' to avoid .any m:i sunderstand:ing, 

about the decision~ which we took ·so~e minutes ago, I wish to add some 

·remarks to 1-1hat I previously said. 

The Cuban Government has always favoured that meetings of national 

or international bodies be held in public. A.s e. matter o'f fact, some 

months ego, in the Pan··Amerlcan Un:i.on in vlashington, there was a very 

serious debate on the subject vrhen the Cuban delegate to the governing 

board of t!'lat Union p:::•opos.ed tl1at the meetings of the Pan-American Union 

be open, and it was on the suggest1on of our delegate that meetings of 

the Pan-American Union are today open. 

Hoivever, our Government and our delegation to the Economic And 

Soci::>l Council believe that vrhen you consider names or ivhen you have to 

express an opinion about an organj.zation., the situation is somewhat 

different, and that is the very rea.son ivhy ive thtnk that in this case 

the represent~tives wouid move more freely if the meetingBwere closed 

rather then open. But, of course, as a matter of principle '..re favour 

open meetings. However, in this particula.r case, vre think that the 

meeti~should be closed. 

The PRES]])ENT: 'He will now vote on the· proposal that the dis

cussion of documents E/500 and E/502 should be held in open meetings. 

The proposal was adopted by t;.relve votes to one, i·dth five· ab
stentions. 

Mr. PEREZ-CISNEROS {Cuba): I should like the record to show the 

abstention of Cuba on the vote. 
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The PK~SIDENT: There is another proposal from the representative of 

Canada that we· should discuss the matter in the Committee of the ~fuole so 

that we can make uee of the simultaneous translation. I think that would 

be very advisable since it would help us to finish this item more quickly. 

As there is no objection to this proposal, we will meet tomorrovr at 

11:00 a.m. in the Committee of the Whole and disc,uss this item, and after 

'we finish thiSiteiiiwe~·:w:j,ll continue in plenary session with the other 

items we will have en the agenda. 
' ' 

Before adjourning this meeting, I should like to inform the Mem~ers 

what our programme is. After complet;ing the item vrhich we are presently 

discussing, we shall have the other items on today's agenda and also 

items which vrill be adopted in the·Cotllll!ittee, namely, the One Day's Pay 

Proposal, the report on Freedom of Information and of the Press, the 

~conomic Commission for Latin America, and the Rules of Procedure. 

Themeet_ing rose a.t 1:30 p.m. 




