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Letter dated 15 May 1985 trom the Acting Chairman of the Special
Committee against Apartheid to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of the Declaration
adopted by the International Conference on Women and Children under Apartheid,
which was held at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, 7-10 May 1985,

The International Conference was organized by the Special Committee against
Apartheld in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity and tne Government
of the United Republic of Tanzania.

I should be grateful i1t the Declaration could be issued as a document ot the
General Assembly, under item 35 of the preliminary list, and of the Security
Council,

I would also appreciate 1t 1f the Declaration of the Conference could be
transmitted to the Secretary-General ot the World Conference to Review and Appraise
the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, with a request to submit
it to the Conference for 1ts consideration.

(Signed) Uddhav Deo BHATT
Acting Chairman
Special Committee against Apartheia

. A/40/50/Rev.l.
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ANNEX

Declaration adopted on 9 May 1985 by the International Conterence
on _Women and Children under Apartheid

l. The International Conference on Women and Children under Apartheid, organized
by the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid in co-operation with the
Organization of Atrican Unity and the Government of the United Republic ot
Tanzania, met at Arusha, United Republic ot Tanzania, trom 7 to 10 May 1985,

2. The holding of the Conference coincided with the sharp escalation ot the
multi-taceted struggle, including armed struggle, of the people ot southern Atrica
for their liberation, characterized by the mass upsurge in the urban and rural
areas of South Africa) the heroic armed struggle of the South West Atrica People's
Organization against the illegal occupation ot Namibiaj the unionization and
courageous struggle ot the black workers with the support ot the oppressed masses)
the continuing and growing movement ot the women and youth, combined with the
political-military resistance ot all sections ot the oppressed peoples of South
Africa and Namibaia.

3. The Conference also coincides with the tortieth anniversary ot the victory
over fascism. Noting that the ruling Nationalist Party identified 1itself with
Hitler's nazism, the Conference expressed 1ts firm beliet that the apartheid
régime, which pursues a policy similar to Hitler's nazism, 18 doomed to tailure
just as the Hitler régime was destroyed by mankind,

4, The particlipants included United Nations bodies, Governments, the southern
African liberation movements recognized by the Organization of Atrican Unity (the
African National Congress of South Atrica, the Pan Atricanist Congress of Azania
and the South West Africa People's Organization), representatives ot
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and individuals.

5. The Conference considered the plight ot women and children in South Atrica and
Namibia and their struggle tor national liberation; measures to promote all
necessary international assistance to themj and action to demonstrate solidarity
with them in their legitimate struggle.

6. The Conference reiterated that apartheid 18 a crime against humanity and an
intolerable aftront to the conscience ot mankind.

7. The Conference commended the peoples ot South Africa and Namibia on the heroic
reagistance they have consistently demonstrated in the tace ot great odds.

8. The Conference condemned the continuing massacres, killings and other
atrocities against the oppressed people of South Atrica perpetrated by the racist
régime at Sharpeville, Soweto, Sebokeng, Langa and other townships in South Atrica,
including the killings in recent weeks ot residents ot Crossroads who were
demonstrating against plans tor their torced removal. It turther condemned the
forced removals whach have driven millions of people - the majority of them women
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and children - ott their ancestral lands and dispossessed them, as well as deprived
them Ot thelr South Atrican nagionality,

9. The Conference rejected the manoeuvres of the racist régime which was
conducting a sustained and well-orchestrated campaign to create the illusion that
1t was introducing change and retorm in South Atrica. The so-called "“new
constitution” rejected as null and void by the General Assembly and the Security
Council, 18 aimed at dividing the oppressed people ot South Atrica and entrenching
apartheid. The massive opposition.by the so-called Coloured and people of Asian
origin to the creation of separate parliaments under this "new constitution" 1s a
clear reattirmation of the traditional unity of the oppressed people of South
Africa and a decisive rejection of the "new constitution",

10, The Conterence denounced the racist régime's attempts to divide the opposition
and detlect external pressures by offering to release Nelson Mandela and other
imprisoned African leaders, on the condition that they renounced violence as a
means ot opposing apartheid. 1In rejecting this dJeceittul otfer, Nelson Mandela,
who has spent 21 years in jail, pointed out that it was the régime itself which was
responsible for the violence 1in the country. The Conterence unanimously supported
the stand of the imprisoned African leaders and hailed thelr courage,

1l1. The Conterence calls tor all captured treedom tighters to be accorded
prisoner-ot-war status in accordance with the relevant Geneva Conventions ot 1949
and the Protocols thereto,

12. The Conterence also denounced the intention Ot the racist régime to set up a
so-called black torum ot hand-picked persons ftor the purpose ot perpetuating

agarthexd.

13. The Conterence expressed deep concern at the militarization ot South Atrica,
including 1ts possession Ot nuclear capabllity which poses a serious threat to
peace i1n the region and to international peace and securlty. The Conterence
reatfirms the legitimacy ot the struggle ot the oppressed people of southern Atrica
and their liberation movements by all means, including armed struggle, tor the
elimination ot apartheid declared as a crime against humanity, It also calls on
the Security Council to consider turther appropriate action against South Atrica,
including adoption of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions, 1h particular the o1l
embargo, 1n accordance with Chapter VII ot the Charter ot the United Nations.

14. rThe Conference, recalling Security Ccincil resolution 560 (1985), adopted on
12 March 1985, demanded the immediate and unconditional withdrawal ot so-called
"high treason" charges against 16 members ot the United Democratic Front and other
opponents ot apartheid in their struggle tor selt-determination and tor the
establishment ot a united, non-racial and democratic South Atrica.

15. The Conterence strongly condemned South Atrica's continued occupation ot
southern Angola while 1insisting on the unacceptable pre-conditions of i1ts linkage
policy and denounced the latest scheme ot the racist régime to torm in Namibia a
so-called "transitional government”, The i1mplementation ot such schemes
constitutes a tlagrant violation ot Security Council resoclution 435 (1978) whach,
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inter alla, reiterated the view that any unilateral measure taken by the illegal
occupyling régime in Namibia, in contravention ot relevant Security Council
tesolutions, 18 null and void, and declared that no recognition will be accorded
either by the United Nations or any Member State to any representative or organ
established by that process.

16. The Conference expressed its firm commitment to support the heroic struggle of
the Namibian people for treedom and national independence, under the leadership ot
the South West Africa People's Organization, their sole and authentic
representative.

17. The Conference commended the Organization of African Unity, in particular the
front-line States, the Non-Aligned Movement, the League of Arab States and the
Socialist countries for the assistance they have given and continue to give to the
national liberation movements of southern Atrica in order to prosecute their
legitimate struggle. The Conference also commended national non-governmental
organizations, national solidarity organizations, national women's organizations as
well as many anti-apartheid movements for assisting national liberation movements
and mobilizing public opinion in their respectlve countries, as well as the
humanitarian assistance rendered to the victims ot apartheid by the Scandinavian
couptries and other international organizations. The Confterence also welcomed the
grovth of divestment campaigns in Western Europe and North America against those
companies and institutions collaborating with South Africa.

18. The Conference condemned the policies of "constructive engagement" and active
collaboration with the apartheid régime pursued by the United States. The
Conterence also condemned some Western States and, in particular Israel, for thear
active collaboration with the racist régime, as it encouraged the régime to
intensify repression against the people's legitimate struggles in South Africa and
Namibia, commit aggression against neighbouring States and dety decisions and
resolutions ot the United Nations. It called on those States to abandon torthwith
such policies and join in the concerted international campaign to eliminate

agartheid.

19, The Conference expressed its grave concern about the situation of women and
children under the heinous system of apartheid. It condemned the Pretoria régime
for subjecting the women and children ot South Atrica and Namibia to oppression and
humiliation, including forced removals and separation ot tamilies and for killing,
imprisoning, restricting and torturing women and children tor opposing apartheid.

20. The Conference condemned the cynical manipulation of "family planning" by the
South Atrican Government through its agent, the Family Planning Association of
South Africa. The programme 18 nothing more than a population control programme
directed against the black majority. The Conference called on all national Family
Planning Associations and individuals to wczk tor the expulsion ot the South
African Family Planning Association trom the International Planned Parenthood
Federation.

2i. The Conference was appalled by the tact that the majority ot the retugee
population in the neighbouring countries consists ot women and children tleeing
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from the barbaric persecution of the apartheild system. It urged all countries
committed to the noble cause ot the struggle against apartheld to spare no ettort
in granting asylum, food, shelter, medical care, legal protection and guarantee of
fundamental human rights, intensive counselling, education, training and employment
to women and children from southern Atrica in accordance with the report ot the
mission Ot the Special Committee against Apartheid to Angola, the United Republic
ot Tanzania and Zambia, undertaken from 3 to 16 April 1985,

22. The Conference stressed the vital importance that the World Conterence to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women, to be
held from 15 to 26 July 1985 at Nairobi, should tocus special emphasis on women 1in
South Africa and Namibia in the light of the themes of the Decade: Equality,
Development and Peace.

23. The Conference recognized the critical need to eftectively assist women in
South Africa and Namibia in the struggle for national liberation. It further calls
on all Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
intensify their support and solidarity with the women and children of South Africa,
Namibia and in front-line States, 1n particular toi

(a) Give the widest possible dissemination of intormation about the situation
of women and children in South Atrica and their strugqle for equality and justicej

(b) Intensity and initiate national campaigns tor th ‘' unconditional release
of all political prisoners in South Africa)

(c) Provide legal, political, humanitarian and Other assistance to women and
children who are victims of apartheid and their tamilies in South Africa)

{(d) Hold regional and national meetings on the plight of women and children
under apartheid)

(e) Urge Governments to contribute, and/or increase their contributions, to
the various tunds established by the United Nations and by regional,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations that support the oppressed
people of South Africaj

(£) Provide tinancial assistance to women in the national liberation
movements in South Africa to enable them to attend major international conterences
and seminars and undertake speaking tours to further promote international
solidarity with the oppressed women ot South Africa)

(g) Support the projects and activities ot the southern Atrican national
liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity, particularly
those involving women and children.

24. The Conterence commended the Special Committee against Apartheid for giving
special attention to women and children under apartheid and tor promoting
co-ordinated and intensified action in solidarity with the struggle ot women in
South Africa and Namibia. It also noted with appreciation the programmes and
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activities ot various United Nations agencies in support of women in South Atrica
and Namibia and called for more co-ordination bhetween them in this regard.

25. The Conference encouraged the United Nations Special Committee against
Apartheid and the International Committee of Solidarity with the Struggle of Women
of South Africa and Namibia to redouble their efforts to promote publicity and
assistance in close co-operation with the national liberation movements and tront-
line States., It appealed to all Governhments and organizations (particularly
women's organizations and organizations concerned with development) to lend their
full co-operation to the Special Committee and the International Committee.

26. The Conference hailed the women and children ot South Africa and Namibia for
thelr heroic struggle for liberation and pledged 1ts tull solidarity with them.

27. The Conference also paid tribute to the front-line and neighbouring States tor
their unflinching support to and sacritices in assisting the victims ot apartheid
including women and children,
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