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1. During the course of the second part of the first Session of the 

General Assembly, the delegation of Denmark add.ressed a letter to the 

Secretary-General, asking him to taka the necessary steps to have the 

following draft resolution placed on the agenda of the General Assembly 

and submitted to the committee concerned. ( d.ocument A/:BUR/!J. 3) : 

"In the Preamble of the Charter the Peoples of the United. Nations 
have reaffirmed faith in the equal rights of men and women, and 
in Article 1 d.eclare as purpos~s of the United. Nations to achieve 
international co~operation in promoting and encouraging respect 
for human rights and for fun:d~:,mental freedoms fo:r all without 
d.istinction as to sex, and. to be a centre for harmonizing the 
action of nations in the attainment of these co:rnmon ends. Certain 
member ~tates, however, have not yet granted women political rights 
equal to those granted to men. 
11The General Assembly, therefore, reco:rnmend.s 
t: > 

"that all Member States which he.ve not.alreedy done so, adopt 
measures necessary to fulfil the purposes and ends of the Charter 
in this respect 1;r granting women the same political :rights as men, 

"and. invites the Secretary-General to communicate this recommendati9n 
to all Governments of Member States. 
11 The General Assembly recommend.s that the Security Council anq. the 
General Assembly in dealing with appllcatio!le for membership give 
consideration to the :politica.l rights of women in the e.ppl;i.cant 
Ste.tes ." · 

The General Assembly at its forty-sixth plenary meeting on 

31 October 1946, decided 'to :place this droft resolution on the agenda and. 

to refer it to the Third Committee, It was suggested that the Cha~~n 

of the Third Committee should consult with the Chairman of the First 

Committee on the question raised in the last paragraph of the draft. 

2. The Third Collll1littee discussed this draft resolution during the course 

of three meetings. 
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The Chairm~~ opened the discussion by remindtng the Committee that the 

E..;onom.:.c and Social~ Cour..cil had adopted, on 16 February 1946, a resoluti.on 

r--:~Jtablishing a Sub .. Commiss:ton to repprt on the questior~ of the status of 

women to the Cormnission on Ruman _Rights_, 'fhe Sub-CoilJID,ission met in May 1946, 

and recommended, in its report, that; priority be given to the consideration . . . 

of the ~olitical rights of women. The Col4~cil, du~ing its second session, 

decided to confer upop. the Sub-Commiss:i.on the atatua of a full, Commission 

to be kr.own as the Commission on the Status of Women. The Cq~ission is 

expected to meet early in 1947. 
... .. , ' 

3 • The first part of the Da.nish draft resolution uncle r>li:J-ed a principle 

w ... 1ich had been stated in more genol'al te:r:ms jn the C~_,,tr~e~: anct had tnus . ' ' . ' 

a,_read;v been accepted by all Me:mbe;r· States. '::he quec~i,on o.f the application 
. ,. . '' ., 

of this principle is und,er considel;;ltion by the apJ)rO£l.:iatA adv~ry 

~l!Imission· 'and the Third Commi ttEie ·had to· decid~ whe-th.er it. should leaYe 

the· matter to ·the Economic and Soc~al· Council or adop:t the additional 

measure pl1opo~ed by tne delega·tion of Denmark. 

4. It was decided that tl'1e Conll!li ttee · snoQld discuss and vote upon the 

two parts of the draft ~eso~uticn separately. 

5. In the g0neral discursion which enr;med, the United Stateo .. r~mresentative 
., .. 

stated· that,· since the resolution 'lve:s .. a ;restatem("nt ci:I principle'$ already 
<' I •,,<, < 

contained in the Charter, passing such a resolution :wlght be an empty 

gesture. She suggested., therefore, that. the resolutifi;l, be referred to 

the Ec.:nomic a;nd Social Council. for effective actior,t. Other delegations, 

while ag!e.eing that the Co:u,nc11. should c.oncern Hself wit:q the matter, 

cousidered that to refer tl'le resolution to it, without the endorsement of 
• .· I j' .' ,l ~ ' ' ~ 

the G&;neral Assembly, would mean unnecessary delay, Adoption of the resolution 
··.;.' 

b,. the Assembly IWOul.<i give it moral backing and would ro:nder the work of 

/th~ Co!llmissj.on 
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the Commission on the Status of Women more effective. Some representatives 

felt that the resolution should be widened to ensure that full equal rights 

were acc0rded to women, vlhile othe·rs thou.ght ·that civil r:!.ghts should be 

add.ed. The representative of Panama, at the close of the discussion, moved 

an amendment to omit the vrord ":political'' before the Viords "rights as menn. 

On learning that it would be necessary to circulate the amendment in 

writing, he asked permission to withdrai¥ it to which no objection was raised. 

6. A vote v;as then taken Oil the first :part of the draft, and the 

forty-one members of the Conn:uittee presen·t adopted it unanimously. 

7. The representative of Denmark made a statement on the eecon(t part of 

the resolution, pointing out that the First Committee, after a protracted 

debate, had concluded its business on tl:).e question of the admission of new 

Members. In the circtiDJ.stanees, it 't-JaS felt that a deb~te on the second 

part of the Danish proposal might l.ead to duplication of that discussion; 

therefore, in tbe interest of exped.iting the business of the Pssemb,ly, 

the delegation of Denmark, with the consent of the Comm:l,ttee, withdrew 

that part of the resolution. 

8. The Third Cmnmi ttee, therefore, recom.ends to the General Assembly 

the adoption of the following resolution: 

POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN 

Tm GENEB14.L ASSElviDLY, 

In the Preanble of the Charter the Peoples of the United Nations 

have reaffirmed faith in the equal rights of men and women, and in 

Article 1 it is stated that purposes of the United Nations are, among 

others, to achieve 1nter.naticnal Go-operation in promoting and 

encouraging respect for human r·ights and for fundamental freedoms 

for all without distinction as to sex, and to be a centre for 

harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common 

end.s; I VJEEREAS 
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Certain Member States hav~ ~ot ye~t granted to "'~ pol1.t1cal. 

rights equal to :th:~e gr&:;.ted.,.to ~i 

adopt :tn.eatJurea .l)&c~asat';Y to fulf.tl· the :PllJ'l>Oses and aims of' 

the Charter in th1a ;teff'J?~t by Sl'~'1t1ng to 'W~"l tl.le. same 

poli t1ceJ. right a as to _,_;, 

(b) In vi tea t:.:ne Secr~ti.?.4"t-G~Jl:)l~,J .. to connunicate this 


