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1, During the course of the second part of the first Session of the
General Assembly, the delegation of Denmérk addressed a letter to the
Secretary»General, asking him to take the necessary stepg tQ have the
following draft resolﬁtion placed on the sgenda of the General Assembly
and submitted to the qumittee concerned (document A/BUR/43):

"In the Preaimble of the Cherter the Peoples of the United Nations
have reaffirmed faith in the €qual rights of men end women, and
in Article 1 declare as purpose¢s of the United Nations to achleve
international co-operation in prcmoting and encouraging respect

for humen rights and for fundsmental freedoms for all without
distinction as to sex, and tc be a centre for harmonizing the
action of nations in the attzimment of these common ends. Certain
member states, however, have not yet granted women political rights
equal to those granted to men.

"The General Assembly, therefore, recommends

"that all Member States which heve not already done so, adopt
meesures necessary to fulfil the purposes and ends of the Charter
in this respect b7 granting women the same politicel rights as men,

"and invites the Secretary-General to communicate this recommendation
to all Governments of' Member States.

"The General Assembly recommends that the Security Council and the
General Assembly in dealing with applications for membership give
consideration to the political rights of women in the epplicent
States."
The General Assembly at its forty-sixth plenery mseting on
31 Qctober 1946, decided to place this draft resolution on the agends and
to refer it to the Third Committee., It was suggested that the Chairman
of the Third Committee should comsult with the Chairmen of the First
Committee on the question ralsed in the last paragraph of the draft.
2. The Third Committee discussed this draft resolution during the coursse

of three meetings.
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"7 The Chalrman opened the dilscussion by reminding the Committee that the
Economic and Social‘Council had adopmed, on 16’February 1946, a resolution
e3tablishing a Sub-Commission to report on the question of the etatus of
women to the Commission cn Human Rinhtsuxvihe“Sub-Commission‘met in May 1946,
and recormended, in its renort t“at pri oritv be given to the considerat 1on
‘01 the political ribhts of WOmen . The Council durirg its second session,
dscided to confer upon the Sub -Commission the status of a full Commission

to be krown as‘the Commission on the Status of Women,, The Commission is
expected to meet early in 1947 iA‘ .

3; The first part of the Dsnish draft “eao1ution und‘ 113?@ a principle
wnich had been stated in more genﬂ;al te“ms in the t-xrqe“ ”ne had thus
already been accepted by all Membei otates.:‘“he queseion of the application

of thie principle is under cons dei tion by the anpropiiate adv1sory

commission and the Third Committee had to decide whe*hei 1t sho uld leave

the matter to ‘the Economic and Soeial Councxl or edopt the additional
measure proposed by the delegation of Denmark
. L, It was d901ded that the Committee ‘should discuss and vote upon the
two parts of the draft resolution Feparately
5. In the guneral discussion Whlch ensued, the Uhited Stat oo representative
stated: that ‘since the resolution wss a restatement 01 principles already
contained 1n the Charter, passing such a resolution nght be an empty
"‘gesture. She suggested +terefoce, that the resoluti(n be’ referred te

the Eccnomic and Soclal toun01l for effective action Other delegauions,
while agreeing that tne Council should ‘concern Jteel* wlth- the matter,
cougidered that to refer the resolution to 1%, withou* the endorsement of

the General Assembly, would mean unrecessary delav Adoption of the resclution

by the Assemblv avonld give it moral beckirg and would render the work of
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the Commlacion on the Status of Women more effective. SomerrepreSentatives
felt that the resolution should be widemed to emsure that full equal rights
were acenrded to women, while others thought“fhat‘éivil‘rights should be
added. The representative of Panama, at the close of the discussion, moved
en zmendment to omiﬁAthe‘word "political” before the words "rights as men".
On learning that 1t would be necessary te cilrculate the amendment in
writing, he asked permission to withdraw 1t to which no objection was raised.
6. A vote was ﬁhep teken on the Tiret part of the draft, and the
forty-one members of the Committee present adopted 1t unanimously.
T. The representative of Denmerk made a statement on the esecond part of
the resolution, pointing out that the First Committee, after a protracted
debate, had concluded its business on the gquestion of the admission of new
Mewbers. In the clrcumstances, 1t was Pelt that a debate on the second
part of the Denigh proposal might lead to duplicatlon of that discussion;
therefore, in the interest of expediting the business of the fssembly,
the delegation of Denmerk, with the consent of the Committee, withdrew
that part of the resolution.
8. The Third Committee, thereforé, recommends to the General Assembly
the adoption of the following resolution:
POLITICAL RIGHTS OF‘WOMEE

THES GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

WHEREAS

In the Preambls of the Charter the Peoples 6f the United Nations
bave feaffirmed faith in the equal rights of men and women, znd in
Apticle 1 it 18 stated that purposes of tﬁe United NHations are, among
others, to achieve Internaticnal co-opefation in promoting and
encouraging regpect for humen rights end for fundemental freedoms
for all without distincticn as to sex, and to be a»centre for
harmonizinz the actions 6f nationé in the attainment of these common

ends;
/ WEEREAS



Afe2o
Page 4

- WHEREAS

Certain Member States have wot yet granted to women political
‘ rights ‘equal. to thoae gr&t,mw mSE ;.

THEHEFCORE BEUARIENNS: ‘

(a) Thet all Member-States which Rave not already done 660 ,

" adopt msasurasi.s:.ewwm'y"nowi‘u?»i‘il;f%;he purposes and alms of ©
the Charﬁer ir. this respact hy gragting to women the same
political rights ag to man; | |
(v} Invites the Sc,cmm:a,yae:nfswl Yo companicate this

recomueniation bty tha Governmants of all Member States,
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