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l. The General .AssembJ.J', at its :fo:tty-stxth plenary meeting, held on 

31 October 1946 ·' referred to the First Com.rnittee for considere:tion and 

report item 7, "Proposal concern1nc t.he General Reduction of Armaments·' 

( d.ocu.ment A/BU.R /1~2) submitted by the head. of the delegation of the 

Union of Soviet SociaLst Republ::.cs. 

2. The original proposal made by the delec;ation of the Union of Sovj.et 

Socialist Repu:;lics was supplementer on 26 NoYember by document A/C.l/83, 

and. on 29 November these two prm)osals were replaced by a combined pro:oosal 

concerning the general reduction of erm-=.tments (document AIC.l/87). 

·On 28 November, the delegation of CP.t.Uac1a s.v.b:mitted an amendment to 

the proposal of the Union of 8-.:wiet Sccialist Re:publics (document P .. jC.l/81 

l::eter revised as AIC.l ;81/Rev.l) -vrhi.ch accepted the rueJn ideas of an0. 

eild.ecl to the proposal which had been submitted by the deleJation of 

Puotralia (document P jc .l/82). On J November the delege.tion of the 

United. States of Amer1ca subrrdttec1 a prOposal (docu.ments A/C.l/90 an1l. 

"~ /c .l/90 'Corr .1), and the delegation of France presented a d.raft ameno.ment 

to the proposal of the delegPtion of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re:9ublics 

') 
_)• On 2 December 191.~6, at its th:i.rty ·first meeting, the First 

Corr..:mi.ttee began co;rLsideration of this :.·uestion. On 4 Teceniber 

at its thix·ty~eighth meetin3, the head of the delegation of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics accepted the United States 

dr3.ft pro:nosal as a basis for further discussion, but submitted. 
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his own amendments {docu,'nent A/C.l/113) and. declared that if these 

amendments were adopted, his delegation vouJ.d not insist on the wording 

of 1 ts o:ciginal resolution sub:m.i ttcd in document !JC .1/87. 

l~. The First Co:mmi ttee, at its thirty-eighth meeting, eppointed 

SubpCommittee 3 to stwly all the l"elevant resoluti.6ns which had been 

submitted to the Committee and to draft, if possible, a vnantmously 

acceptable resolution. The composition of' the Suo-Committee '\vO.s as 

follo•rs: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, 

Colomb1.a, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France, India, Mexico, Netherlands, 

No!"'my, Polan.d, .Sy1•ia, Ulrrainian Soviet Socialist RepubJ.:l.c, Urlion of 

So~riet Socialist Republics, United. Kingdom and United. States of America. 

5. On 5 December, at the first meeting of Sl.lb-Corr:l.llittee 3, 

Mr. SPMK (BELGIUM) vras elected Chairm.3n, and Mr. CLEMEJ.ifTIS (CZECROSJ...OV!lKIA) 

Rapporteur • 

. The folloi·Ting documents -v1ere before tho Sub-Committee, submitted 

by the delegations of .Ax·gentina, Canada, Australia, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics, United States, Frnnce and Eg:rpt: documents 

A/C.l/75, A/C.l/81/Hev.l, .A./C • .l/82, A/C.l/87/Add.l/Corr.l, A/C.l/90, 

A/C .. l/90/Corr.l, A/C.l/94, A/C.l/113, :;md A/C.l/125. 

6. On 5 December, the Sub-Committee adopted the proposal of the 

delegation of the Untted States, (document A/C .1/90) as the basis of 

its work. The Sub-Co:rnmittee considered., in addition to amendments 

presented. as -vrorldng drafts by the delegations of India und the 

United Kingdom., the following further documents presented by the 

delegations of Can.ada and. the United Kingdom! docUlll.ents A/C .1/Sub .3/1, 

A/C.J../Sub •. 3/2~ A/C.l/Sub.3/3, and A/C.l/Sub,3/4. 

/7. After a 
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7. After a full discussion, a drefting group consisting of the Chairman, 

and of representt.t ti ves of Canada, Chinrt, Egypt, Fr;;.nce, Union of Soviet 

Socie.iist Republics) United Kingdom, the United States of America <md of 

the Rc:.pporteur was ·;...ppointed. to draft the te:x:t of the resolution for 

presentc.t:ton to the Sub-Oolllmi ttee. 

8. On 11 December the dr~fting group submitted. to the Sub-Committee at 

its fifth meeting a drt:~ft proposn.l (document A/C.l/Sub.3/W .. l) which, with 

some add.i tiona and changes, was a-d.opted. by the Sub ... Commi ttee at its sixth 

meeting on 12 December. 

9. 'l'he Sub .. Commi ttee decided unanimouslJ~ to :f'o:rward to the First· 

Committee the draft·· resolution contained in the report of Sub-Cc:>nlllli ttee 3 

(document A/C.l/132). 

On 13 December r:\t its forty-fourth meeting, th~ First Comm:tttee, 

after making r;;. few minor dr<:cfting ch.:mges, adopted unanimousl~v and by 

acclamation the resolution submitted bs Sub-Comzi:J.ittee3. 

10. The First Committee therefore recommends to the Genere.l Assembly 

the ad.option of the following resolution: 

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE GEJ:IiERAL REGULATION AND REDUCTION OF :ARMAMENTS 

1. In pu:rswmce of Article 11 of the Charter and with a vie\-r to 

strengthening internationvl perice '· nd security in conformity with the 

Purposes "nd Pri:ociples of theUnited. Nn.tions, 

TBE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
' 

:RECOGNIZES the necessity of an earl~y general regubtiorl and 

::red.uction of ., ... rmaments o.nd. C:trmed forces. 

2. Accordingly, 

TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

RECOMMENDS th~•t. the Securi tJ- Council give prompt consideration to 

formulating the practical measures, according to thei~ priority, which 

are essential to provide for the general regulution and reduction of 

/armaments 
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erme.r:·Je'nts. end nrned forces and to r:ssnre that such regulction :end 

reducti.on of c:rnnner~ts nnd. nrnec1 forces >vill be genero.lly observed. by all 

pcrticil)Cmts end not unilnt&rolly by only sone of the pnrt:'i.ci:pnnts. The 

plans forr::ulnted by the Security Cou.'1.cil shnll be subLJi tt2cL by the 

Secretnry Gensr·al to the l4&:rnbers- c.f the United. Nntions for consideration 

ct a s:pe;c:i.al session of th~ {},;il:t~;:rel Ass~mbly. The treaties or conventions 

approved by the Genera+ 1\ll'l:$~1\i.bl$ ~ll be submitted to the signatory 

States for raU:ficat:i on. ~u1 accon'teno@ With Article 26 of the Charter. 

eli:m:i.nating from nation&l &!'~$\'Ients ato:::nic and all other major weapons 

adaptable r.cow end in th.,~ ~~t~ll1 t~ I'~~~ destruction, and th~ early 

estaclishment of intsrnat:tonD.l C·01"l.t:1"01 of atomic energy and other modern 

scientific d.iscovertes and technical devel-pments to ensure thetr use 

only for :peaceful pt1.r})o.s,ss, 

of its terms of reJerence as set forth in Section 5 of ths Gsneral Assemtly 

Resolutio:n of 24 Januar;y 19Li6. 

4. In order to ensvze that th!:: general prohibition, regulr::;ticn and 

red.uction of· armnments m:·e direct$d. towards the mejor v·.:::8:pons of nlodern 

wo.rfare and not merely tow,n~ds the minor weEJpons, 

THE GENERJ:.L ASSEHJ3LY, 

RECOf-1W:iiNDS thE;t the Secu:."'i ty Council expedite conslderaticn of the 

reports vrhich the Atomic r:;nergy Com.lniss:Lon will :meke to the S?curi ty 

Courcil and that it f'~c1J.itate ths work of that Commission, :"'nd. ctlso 

that the Security Council ex:podi te consideration. of a draft convenM.on 

or convent,ions for the cre:1tion of an J~nternatione:l system of control 

arid ins:pecticn, these conYent_Lms to include .the prohi bl tion of atomic 

and all other mE:Jjor wea:pons eda:ptoble now. and ip the future to mass 
., ' . 

destruction and the control of atomic energy to the extent necessary to 

ensure its use only for peac;efuJ. purposes. 



5. TJIE GEJIJ:JBAL A?SEHBLY; 

FJ11~'IIT!:J:i mr:cOG:l'JIZES that eGsentiaJ. to the general regulation end 

recLuction of armaments and armed fOl"Ces is the :provicion of :pract:1.ca1 

and effective safeguards by 'I·Tay of in>J}:Jection and 0°.:Jher :m.eEms to 

protect co:mplyir.Lt; Ste.tes against the hazard.s of violat1ons and evasions. 

RECm~JENDS to the Security Councn that it cive p:L"ompt consi<'~erat;icn 

to the vrcrkinG out of p:L"oposals to provide such practical and effective 

safecw;.rds in connection vrith tb.e conJr·o1 ol atonic energy and the 

ceneral regulation aftd reduc:tion of h:r·.me: :"Jnts. 

6. the early genera.l reguletion 

and rod.uction of armameD:ts and al':med forces, for tho :prohibition of the 

use of atomic ene~:·c;y for military purposes c:mo. the elimination from 

national armn~nents o:f atomic and. all othe::: J;;a,::or vrear>ons ac1aptabl.e now or 

in the future to mass destruction, and for the control of atomic energy 

to the extent noce2sary to ensure it;.; '-lf.,:; on.ly :for peaceful :purpol::les, 

vrithin the f:>:>a..Y:J.mvork of the Security Council_, which bea:rs the :primary 

responsfbi'lJ.t3r for the maintenance of international peace and security 1 

an internatio:1a1 system, as mentioned. in :;_)aragra:ph 4, operatj.nc through 

special orGans, vlhich or~~ans shall derive their po-wers anrl status from 

the con-vention or con-rentions under which they are estabJ.ished, 

7. TEE GEN"LFAL ASSEl>rBLY, 

reearding tha problem of secur5ty ao closely connected with that of 

disarmement, 

RECOlvf!lfm'ifDS tho Security Council to accel'?rate as much as :possil1le 

the placinc; at its disposal of t21e armec'c forces mentioned in Al"ticle l1-3 

of the Charter; 

IT REC02'-iME1-J:DB the Hembe!'s to unctertake the progressive and. balanced 

withdra':-ral, tald.ns e.ccount of the noed.s of ocr:ur;ation, of their amed 
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of armed. forces stationsd in the territories of Members without their 

consent freely and pubHcly expressed in treaties or agreGmcmts consistent 

with the Chc!rter and not contrad:i.cting international agl'eements; 

IT FURTIISH RfDCOMMgNDS a corresponding rectuction of national Grmed 

forces, end a generol :progressive and balanced reduction of nat:Lonal 

armed forces. 

8. Nothing herein cc·nto.inecl shall alter or ltmi t t.te rcc.:5olution of the 

General Assembly passed on 2h January 1946, creating the .r,tomJ.c I~nergy 

Co:rnmission. 

9. THE GENERAL f,Ss:B~ffiLY, 

CAILS upon oll M"''mbers of the tTni ted Nations to render every possible 

ossistance to the Security Cou...'1cil and the .1\tomic Energy Comm:i.ssion in 

order to promote the establiahm6!1J1t &M maintenance of internationel peace 

and collective security -vrith the least diversion for arn.tmlents of the 

i·rorld' s human and economtc resources. 


