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GENERAL ASSEMBLEE BIE2 er 1046
ASSEMBLY = GENERALE

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

TEE SIXTZ COMMITITE

h.‘aA:uEY (Australia)

- Rapporteuir:

l. . The CGencral Asscbly atb 1td Porty-oixth plensry meeting on
31 October 1946 referred to the Sixth Committee the Question of the obligation
to "Initiate studles ond make recommendations for the purpose of encouraging

the progreesive development of intermational law and ite ccdification"

under Article 13, paragrsph 1, (a) pf.ﬁho Chartér.
2. - The &ixth Comrlttee referred this matter to‘Sﬁb~Committee 1 and after
‘dlecuoslion adonted in substance a report prepared by thezrapporteur of the
Sub~Commlittes, Mr., E. R. Hopkine (Cenada).

3. - The Sixth Committeo regarded it as desirable that a Committee be
egtablished fo sgtudy the mntboﬁs vhich might suit whl? he acugtcd by the
Geperal Asscably in imglemsn%&tion of the above-ment ongd obligation an

tc msubmit a report thereon,

L, If wag ggreed th at a considered and comprehensive report on, tnese‘
methods should te rade availabls to the General Asserbly before it formulates
any definlte plan :orithe progreceive developmens of Jnterﬂational law and
its codification, co

5. It wvas further agreed that a sgtudy c¢ exist] ing pfojecta_apd of the
methods followed by official and.unofficial,bOdiesteﬁgaged in“praﬁoting the
development end formulation of public and private internationel law was
necessary to the work of the proposed Committee.

6. It was thought that, in vlew of the difficulties encOuntered’in past

efforts to- promote the. progrenslive develerment of intpﬂnnt;)nv- 1&3 and 1ts
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codification, the proposed Committee would conslder the poseibility of '
recoumending a fresh epproach to the problem.
T The Sixzth Comdttee felt that, since the proposed Comnittee would be
concerned with melliods and prozednres baslc to the development and formmlatior

of international laow, it ghould be COWPOSS&>61CLuqi’€JJ of governmental
repregentatives of Memboers of ke United Hations,
8. In the view of the Siuth Committee the proposed Cormittee should consist
of gixztecn Meubers. It wes felt that this rumber was not so large as to
impair the officiency of the proposed Committee, nor so small =8 to prevent
the principal legel systems of the world from belng represented.
9, After diccusslion of the method whereby the Members to be repregsented
in the Committee should he chosen, it wag finally agreed that it would
conserve the time of the Sixth Committee end of the General Assembly 1T thef
gixtesn Mhmbera wore appointed by the General Ascewbly on the recommendaticn
cf the Tresldent. The Six%h Commnittee -expresses the bteliel thet, 1n choosing
the Mewbers, every effiort will be made to ensure that the Committee phall
e genuinely fepresentativa of the main forms of civilization and cf the
rrincipal legal g stunp of the world.
10, T4 was agreed tnab it might be helpful to the propoged Commitize fo have
the written comments of ary Member of the United Nations which cared to
eubmit them,
11. Tt ves elso arrced thabt the Secreteriat should provide asslstance to
the proposed Committee in its work,
12. The Sixth Comittee thorefore recommends that the General Assembly -
adopt the following resoluticn:
ROCELSSIVE TEVELCRMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AID Irs CODIFICATION
THE GINERAL AGSEMBLY
RICCCHIZES the ooligation leid upon it by Article 13, paragraph (a)

of the Charter to initiate studies and meke recommendations for

the purpese of encoureging: the progréseive developmsnt of imbtermational
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law end 1ts codification;

RELLIZES the need for a careful and thorough study of what
hag already been acesmplished in this fleld as well as of the
projects and activitfes of officiel end unofficiel bodies engaged

1n efforts to proms end formulaticon

of public an’ purovidy . for a report

on the methods whe

mogt effectively

Gigcharge its obli@ﬁtéugﬂ -

~menticned provision:

BATA T

RO

dtkee of sixteen lMembers of the

United FNations to be appointed by the General Assembly on the
recomwendztion of the President, each ¢f these llembers to have ons

representative on the Coxmittee;

(a) the msthods by which the General Asserbly should

encourage the progressive develcopment of internstionsl law

o) ]

ng the co-operation cf the seversal

1.4.

(b) methods of secur
organs ¢f bthe United Nations to thils end

(¢) metlods of enlisting the assistance of such mational

or inte:sational bodies as might eid in the attainment of

and to report to the Gensral Assembly st its nsxt regular seesion.

REQUISTS the Secretary-Genersl te provide such assistance zs the

Ccmmittes may recuire for its work.



