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1.. The Genc:;:·al Asscmb1y a:t i ttl forty-sixth :plenary meeting on 

31 October .191!-6 referred. to tl:~:e Sixth CclrJ:nittee the g_uestion of the obligation 

to 11 initiate stvd .. ios ald malte n~comme:r:r!.ations for the pur}?ose of encourac;ing 

the 1'·t·ogx'esoi-ve deveJ .. opr1ent of international la\I anrl ito codification" 

w1:der Article 13, :pa::.•agraph 1.~ (a) of the Chnrter. 

2. Ths Sixth C01Jh'rdttee refer1·ed this nat-::er to Su?~Co:rmrittee 1 and aftE.Jr 

·disc-uosion <'ldo:;ted in S'\.l.bstance a report prepared by the rapporteur cf the 

Sub··Oo:m:rrlittce, Mr. E. R. H~pk5.ns (Cenf.i).a). 

3. ·The Sixth Co:mriitteo -rec;ard,ed. it as d.esirable .that a Coronittee be 

established to ctu.cly the motbods 1-rhich might sv.Ha:b.Ly bo adopted. by the 

i:::J. ir.rrylomo~·';;c:ttion of the abovo-montionod obligation a::.1d 

tc su"bmit.a report thereon. 

4. It -vras agreed that a considered Emd comprehenei ve report on these 

me.thQd.S should be r:1de available to the General Asserr.bly before it for:raulates 

any definit.e plan :...'or the progreosive de.velo:pr:10nt of ;i.nternational law and 

its cod.ificaticn. 

5. It vas further agreed that a study of cxis:ting projects and of the 

m.otb.8ds. fcllc-;ved by official and unofficial . bodies eng!:.leed i!J.. promoting the 

development erl.l formulation of public and private intel"!J.e-tional law· was 

nececsary to the ~.rork. of the proposed Committee. 

6. It ·was thought that, in vie;r of the difficulties encountered in :past 

efforts to promote the. prosreasive develc:p:rnon't of io.1tmm21.t:i.q:-~El lev m•cl 1 ts 
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co1ificatlon, the :rro:posed Co:nrnuttce would con:Jidcr tbe r::oos:Lbility of 

recomr1encUrJg a freuh LlliJroach to the :problem. 

7. The Sixth Corn:: li ttoe felt that, since the pro}?oDcd. Co:rmnittee '\i'"OV.ld be 

concerned '.-fi·th n1e:.-1w''l ; and J)rocedures basic to the development and formuJ..atior. 

of internD.tional laif, :i.t shoulll be compoOE.ii e:::.clusively of governmental 

8. In the view of the ('J:txt.,h ComJJli ttee tl:tc; :propoGed. Conurti ttee should consist 

of sixteen HoL·::Jers. It ·w'ao felt that this :r:.t11Iiber vras not so la:rc;e as to 

impair tlle efficiency of the ::;n:opoced Ccmxrrtt;tee, nor so srn~cll as to prevent 

the princip3,l legal systcras of' the '\V'orlii from beinc represented .. 

9. After cliscussion cf the rrcethod i·Tb.erer;y the Hembors to be reprenente(l 

in tha Conw.dttee shoulc1 'be ctoDE:.n, it vTai:J finalJy agi;'Oed that it would. 

conoerve the time of' the Sixth Co!!'.m.i. ttee ~mel of the GeneJ:.•al Assembly if the 

sixte·3n Members wore O.liPO:i.ntf;d by the G·.:merD.l !LsscmJJ1y or~ the recommendation 

of the P::..·esic.ent. The S:Lxth Committee ·exprusses the l·elief that, in choosing 

the Me:cJ."be::..'s, eve:cy effort will be made to ensure tbat the Coxmni ttoe oha11 

be genui:nel;:r repreBentcti ve of the main foros of' ci v:Uizat:i.ori and of the 

principal legal r: Jtd1r::: of' the world. 

10. :;: t vn<o< 1:..€;:t·oed tha:t; it .m5.ght 'be £wipful to the pro1;osed Co:a:;:n:d tt 2e to have 

the ivritten cc:r::llllents of a:cy Eem"ber of the United. nations 1./tdch cared to 

submit them. 

11. It vas e.lso ac;rcfJ\1 tbat the Secreta:da.t shouJ.d provi.de ascistance to 

the prorosed Comrni ttee in its vorl:. 

12. The Sixth Co.rrD~uttoe therefore reconwc.nds tbat tb.e Gemn~al Assembly , 

adopt the followinc; resolution; 

R:2CCGhiZIS the o1Jlie;ation leid upon it by !~rticle 13, paragrar,h (a) 

of the Char-ti;~X' to ]ni tiate studies and make reconu:::.ondationfl for 
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le.v ena.. its codification; 

RFJ\I,IZES the need. for a careful and thorough study of what 

has already been aoo()mplifJhed in this field. e.s ~'fell as of the 

:projects and acti vi1i',j,€rs of off:inlal Emil. unoffici.al bodies engaged 

in efforts to 

of :pu1>lic an' ~p:. ~r, end tho need. for a rer.1ort 

on the methot:Ls may most effectively 

IG£S.OLVJLS to 

Un:i.t0d l~·at1orHJ to be ap:po:tntfJd ln.r ... the General Assembly on the 

r e c urr.:u:endo.t ion of +n"" v.,.:.'-..1 Presi<ler::.t, each cf ~tJ?.ese r:ero.'bers to have one 

representative on the Coi.m:r.d. ttee; 

DIRECTS tho ConJ:r"ittee to study 

( o.) tl::.:::; methods 'by 'vhich the General Asoornbly should 

encou~~ago the proc;rensive clevelc:pment of i:n.terr:.ational lmv 

e.r.,cl Hs eventual codification 

o:q;ano c:f the Unitsd. Natio:Ls to thtG end 

(c) :met;·cHls of enlisting the assistance of such natio:;;.al 

or int.eJ. ;.~.at.:.onal bcd.ies as :might r;;.id in the a:ttainmcnt of 

th:!.s objoctive 

and. to report to the Gen0rc1l Assembly at ita ne:r~t regular session. 

P:CQU:213TS the Secretary-General to provide such aosistance e.s the 

Cc!111:".:i ttcc may rec;,uire for its work. 


