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BRANCE OFFICES

FROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

1. The Prellminary Bud\et Lstlmate (A/79, pages 7&-76) contéine@ppfovisional
proposals for a large Offle of th nited Nationg ih London and a smallgr‘
‘yofflce in Geneva. In documrnv A/l(& I have substltuted f01 thes e‘prﬁpqsals
4oﬁe préviding for‘tne creation of a Burcopean United Nations OIflCF in Geneva

as well es a United Natlons Office in the PacjfLu Areu. I pblntpd out that

one of fhe:functlon of theup Offlues weuld be to prov1do 1nfofmatlon services
in théir respecﬁivé regions, I contemplated that a much reduced Lendon Office
‘would bé»méintained ﬁrilari;y for thevsame pﬁrpose. |

The Preliminary Budget Estimates had also provided (page T7) for the

establishment of "other oifices a&ay from headguarters, to éerve as centres
for the distribution bf information about United Nations activitles, and to
assist in arranging for énd'GAnduating coﬁfgromco; in those‘gr@ag. The officés
nay also be utilized in the recrultment of per@onnol for the oeoretquat "
A total estimate of $46, OOC 00 was entcred in res Dect of three chh offices --
tentatlvely env1sagcd as belng at Gen eva, ParLs end Copenkagen -- for,v%.\
two and one-half monthu of 19h6 and $l)9 000. OU for tho year lqﬁi, It was
stated that "Prono als for addltlonal overseas offices will De submitt?iﬂfoi
the General Assembly in the form of wupplementary esq tlmafeg."
2.  Such proposals I now put forward. In formulanlné them, I have conceived
the role anﬁhg brgnch offices to be‘primarily that of disffibuting informaﬁion
and i héva beén guided by fhwlreoomméndafioﬁs éf‘the ;bchnloql Adv1sory L

o (1) :

Committee on Information converning the eutanllshmbnt of branch offioes

(1) ¢f. Recommendations 6¢ "In order to ensure that peoples in all parts of
the world receive as full informstion as possible about the United Nations,
the Department of Public Information should consider the establishment of -
branch offices at the earliest practicable date.”
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which were endorsed by the General Assembly as constituting a sound foundation
for the public information polic& and activlities of the United Nations, I hawv
been gulded further by the desire to keep the size and comsequently the expenst
of the Branch offices to a minimum.

I propose to set up, in addition to the offices in London, Paris and

Copenhagen referred to in the Preliminéry Budget Estimates small branch office:
in centres in the Middle East (one office), India (one office), South Africa .
(one office), Central Burope (one office), Eastern Furope (two offices) and
Latin America (three offices). Further, a singlé information offficer with a
secrgtary wQuld be stationed in a nurber of national capitals in Iatin Awmerica
aﬁd elsewheré.

It is premature at this stage to fix the location of the majority of the

offices, in the selection of which a number of considerations will have to

be carefully weighed. One such conside?ation is that the State in whose
territory an office is estabiished should be a party to the General Conventigp
on Privileges and Immunities of‘the United Nations or be prepared to make |
ad hoc¢ arrongements with.tho United Noticns based on thoat Convention. No
office wbuld be located 1n any country without prior consultation with, and
the agreement of, the Governﬁent concerned.,

3.. An estimate for 1947 ofA$526,523u00, covering all the branch offices
proposed, is appended (Arnex i). The preliminary eétimates, contained in

document A/79, for London, Geneva and three branch offices totalled

$l,303,80h,00. The new estimates for the United Nations Offices 1n Geneva and

the Pacific Area (A/lTh) plus the above completed estimate for branch offices

emount to $1,568,874.00. The total supplementary credit inyplved‘is
therefore §§§§&O7OPOOQ | . |

b, | In some éf the branch offices it will be very desirable to station, in
addition to information offices; a’fsw mewbers of o£her Departments of the
Secretariat, for conference WOrk,lfor recruitment aﬁd administration, for the

carrying out of reasarch, the collection of statistical information'rGQuired ]
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headquarters and the maintenance of llaison in certain fields with national
adminigtrations, with specialized agencies and other orgenizations with which
the Secretariat 1s in relation, The Topartment of Trusteeship and Information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories may LOTeover find 1t ﬁSeful to atation field
offices af other places away from hesadquarters,

No preovigion for suech staff is included in the estimates for the branch
offices, I feel that, in general, the Saiarieﬁ of offiices from Departments
other than that of Public Information who may be sgtationed for lomger or
sh&rter periods away Trom headquarters, and the expenses Incidental thercto,

ought to fall under the budget of the Departments concerned,
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ANNEX T
BRANCH (FFICES
AND CoBt SALARIES
wr ALLCWANCES o g
7 Annual . oo Bumber of " Estirated Cost
Egsts : §§£§££ quzs Includine Allowances
Posta , - T7500-9859 h 2 *‘,%OQ
’ B500-TL99. 12 ‘ 892,150
3,00—5499 . 17 ' 86,630
Below 3500 kg 106,100
o i
&0 2gh, 280

Detall ITtems

Peraonnel Services

Salaries, Wages and other pay items : 235, hoh¥*
Provident Fund Contributions 14,125
Hogpltality Expenses 29,400
Travel on Official Business 38,000

General Services

Rentals, Contractual Services and Supplies 164, b7
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment 30,100
Initial Recruliment of Staff 15,000

526,523

The above eegtimates provide for two offlces wlth a staff of ten persons
each, one with a stafl of six percone, nine with staffs of four persons and
nine information officers, each with a secretary, The largest cost, other
than for personnel, would be for rentals, contractual services and supplies,
of which approxinmately $127,000 repregents costs of cables and other
communications, '

The perscnnel of the Department of Public information at the United

Nations Offices in Ceneva and the Pacific Area sppear in the estimates for
those Offices,
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* Based upon cogts for headquarters personnel leess twenty per cent,





