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1. During its second session in June 1946 the Economic an.d Social Council 

' was requested 'by the Belgian Govern.ment to set 'before tr1e General Assembly a 

proposal con.cerning co-operat1on bat1veen National Red Cross Societies. 

2. At i te third session the J£conC'mic and. Social Council, adopted on 21 

September 19J.1-6, a Resolution recomweJlding that the General Assembly c~ll tha 

attention of Membe:t•a to this q~estion.. This iter(J was placed on the A~\mda of 
' .: 

the General 1-tssembl;y and was referretl to the Third Committee b'y the General 

Assem.bly at its forty··Si:r~th plenary meeting held on 31 October 1946 for 

cor~sideratio:o. 

3. The Third Committee studied the question as the second item on its 

agenda. T!:lree arnem'lments were :put fory,·ard: first, the amendment; of the 

:t:epresentative of the United Kingdom proposing that tbe Red Cross and. Red 

Crescent Societies be brought into relation with the United Nations through 

the World Health Organization; second, a draft Resolution subrni tted by the 

representative of France proposing that modifications and add.i tions to the 

International Conventions of Geneva and The Hague be rnado, eSJJecially in 

regard to ~.rounded and prtsoners of. war, anQ. .the :protection of d.vilians j 

third, an amendment from the representative for Turkey proposing that the 

Red Crescent Societies be mentioned at the same time as the Red Cross 

Societies. After a lcng discussion, the first two amendments were withdra~m 

on the suggestion of differe~t speakers who expressed the desire that a 

unan:!.rnous decision could be. reached on this Resolution. 



A/192 • 
Page 2 

The ·representative of France indicated that his draft ResoJ.ution would 

be submitted to the Economic and Social Council at its next session. 

The i!lsertion of the terms "lied Crescent'' was approved by the Committee. 

The Third Committee recommends to the_ General As_semb:).;r the adopMon of 

the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION ON; NATIONAL :f{ED CROSS AND RED C:trE:SCENT .SOCIETIES 

11The General Assembly dravrs the attention of the Members of the United 

Natict?S to the fact ~hat' the follclving purposes are rOf special C011:Cern,. 

namely: 

(a) that the said. Members should, en.taurage a:1d. promote the 

establishment and co-oper11tion of duly authorized :volurJtary 

Nat:i,onal Red Cross and Red -Crescent Societies; 

(b) that at all times the ind.ependen~ voluntary nature. of the 

National Red. Cross a11d Red Crescent Societies be respected. in 

all circumstances, provlded they are recoenized by their governments· 

and carry on their work acco:rd.i;wg to the principles of the Geneva 

and Hague Conventions and in the hurrmnitarian spirit of the Red. 

Cross and Red Crescent; 

(c) that the necessary steps be taken to ensu.re that in all 

circumstances contact may be maintaine.d. between the Nat~onal Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societie!;l of .all countries, so es -to sn:able !• 

them to carry out their h''J.manitarian taslc." 
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