
United Nations 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY··. 

Nations Vnies 

ASSEMBLEE 
.GENERALE 

UNRES'l"'RIC'l'ED 

A/137 
31 October 1946 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

PAY11IDJ'T OF TWWEL Al'i'D SUBSISTENQF; :EXPErTSES 
OF. 1Y~ID:;:;;BS· oF1

' C01:;jli1ISSICNS Al'TD SUB-CCWHSSIONS . . : . .. ' '· . - . 

. l 
Note. by tlw. Secretar,y<>0€?'Q.(;)rul concerning the Resolution of 
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A • J?ACE:GRO'Ol'JD 

1. The TU).F,JS 'tvhich .a:t IJl'Gsont g~ern the. }_)a~nt Of e:q;enses CJf delegates, 

Commisflion and Sub ~Co):Jil'lisa:I.on ·menlbers and e~perts .':J.ttondine meot;l..ngs. of the 

United I'Jations are th~ follolr~:rig: 

(~) ·. B:[ ·a G<;;.neral Assernbiy.Res.olutibn ado~t-ed at the: Firat Pn:l:'t of 

tlw Firt;~t. Session,. the ccSt of'. trn;qsiJ,ortatio;n,. but· not thQ subsistence 

allowances, of five Dolegatea of each Membel~ State to the General Assembl;y 
: ,_ . ' 

is authorized for J_Ja;yment (1) •. 

· · (i:l) Since the ResQlution of the. General Assc~·:;Jly refel'l'ed to above 
. .. . .. 

ment:i,cned: specifically only DeleGates to the. G~n~;ral Assembly 1 neither 

thE) cost. of trr;J.nsportaticn no.);' supsistence allowances: are paid in the case 

of persons attending .ln,eetings of the Co'tmc:l.ls,. Ccn;missions or $ub

CoJr.miosions as r.epresentati ves qf Goven1I!lents. Tllis is in accord with · - ., .,. . 

a recomm.enda.t ion of the Ad.yisory Gl,·oup o:e' Experts on Administrative, 
. . (2) . . . . 
Pe~sonnel. anO, :j:?udgetal'Y Qu.et:;Jt;!.ons and follows the ,graqtico 

deve;LoJ_Je(l over a :verioc!. of year·s by the Loaeue of Nationa. · 

(l) Document A/64, Roaolll.tions adoptod 'by the Generc.l Aasorp.'bly durine the 
;First Part of tto First S_EJsicn ');!ago 20). 

· .(8) First r~por:~ of the Advisory G:~,·oup of E;r.pcrts on Ad.m.inistrat:iv:;;, 
Peraonne;L ~d _Bv.dgotary Q,:uost;Lon.s, London, 8 ·ue.;rc4 19lf6 (J?~·/3'3 135). 
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. (c) .. :?.~rsons serv;i.ng as membe.rs of Commissions, (3ub-Co!rlldssions or 

Committees in their :porE}ona~. capacity as e;:.:pr:::;, ~s, and not e.s 

representatives of Gove:"nmen·ts, are paid both cos·~ of transportation 

and ·!'lubsistence allm·mnces. · ':this :!,s in accord with a recQJWlcndation 

of t~e Adv:!.sor;:r. G:r9up.9f :EiJ,Je:rts· on Adm.in:tstrative, Personnel a11d . . . . : ' ·' . .. . : . . ... ,• . ~ . . . 

Budge-tary_ Qu~stions_, (2 ) ~nd.; fol,.lm~s ~the practice. develp:ped ovo;r a 
' . ' ! . • - ~ 4 "' • • l ; ; . . . . . 

period: of; ye~rs· by the Leag~e- of' Nations • ' 

2. In the course df its th.:L:r·d sessi'o:n, t:Pe Ec;::cnozui.c and Social Council, 
., ~ ·. . 

he.ving concluded thf.,t the position "'vith :!fegard to (b) vas unsatisfaCtory, 

. ·Adopted on 3 ·. October. the . follOi>ting TiesoJ.-ution: (3) 

"The Eooiloiuic a:nd ·soci~l Council, in ord~r···to eg_ualizo the 
opiJo:r;tun:J.tios of Herr1be:~_"s o"t th~? Un:l.t.ed Nat:tcns._:to pal·tioipate ;tn .. 
thf;l 1·/'0rk; and activ-ities of the Commissiona and to erJ.Si.u.~e the iriost 
_ef~'ective ~o·O}?EJ;rat:!.on of tb~. Neu:tbe:eo 1 . recomuono,s. that trnvel-,ling 
expei1Ses and. subsistence a),lovn;;nccs shm.1.ld be :Pa:Ld by the u'n:ftei 
Nations for each member df the CClliiDl.issior..s. end Sub.-Colilr!l.:LEJsiqns of 
the Council. · '· · · · · ·· · ' 

l'liF.JUiFORE, the Oolinc:i,l recomm.end.s that the (~erierai· Assembly 
e.dopt the foU01vi11g resolution;. 

The ~tego:l;'ies of expenses liated below. pl::.all be. borne· by the rudgets 
of the United Wations for each :mem1>er of the Conilll.issioos and . 
SUb,.Con:mi>Sslops: ·of .t-he Economic ·and S.o:ci&l Council. ·. 

(n) · Tho actua;l. oxpcl"'.;acs .;for travel botwoen pi~;~ ro.a;Ldence and. the 
11lace of meet:lfl--8 of tho Ocnrrniss:i.on, and the actual exponfleS for 
tl"UVel 'on bus:!.ne£ls of the Coiumissio~.-- .. , .. 

· (b) A da:i,ly subsistence ~lim·rance :to. bo .. J?a.:l.d f.or ~~'3 pe;i'iod · 
11 of trave;L.and fOl" the 17eriod. of the; meeting of the qoDlraiss1.on. (4) 

., 

B. :BUDGETARY :U>1PLICATJQ1'J.S 
~ • ' .• . ., . . - ... • 1 t . ' • -· ... 

.. 

1. It does pot seem tha.t tho pa~7Jllent of exper;.ses of' goverl::iuont· · 

representati vos could be restricted to tho Coilllll,;tss;!.ono i=tnd $ub -Cop:rurlss:l.ons 

of the IDconomic and Socie.l Council. C6ITanissiono and Sub -Comnissior.u of 

·'.' ___. . ...,_...,. ,..._ ..... 

(2) First J;'GJ?Ort of the Ac1viso:ry GrdUJ? of .. :Xports 'on Administrativ-e, · 
Personnel and Budgetary Questions, Lond.OJ.?-1 ·. ts HD-rch 1946 (Page J,-35~ • 

. . 
. . .. . '. 

; (3) .· Document ··B/226: R$v .1,. 14 Oct;ober 1946. ' · · 

(4) It is assraned. that the to:r;·m 11 Co;o,I[Jliss ion" in sub -pe.raGiaphs (a) 
end (b) o;f' the Dra;t't Resol}ltion includes ''Sub ... Qc;mmiesion". 
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al:).. .other .. ·ore!3.ns -of:. the United Nations. 'vould have to be· treated in the sarJ.e 

w;;.y; :. Tb,e· bu.Q.getary implications of such a· measure are estireated to be the 

follcving: 

· ": (a) Com:nissions an<;l.. Sub··Co:mroissions of the Economic 

and Social Council ••••.••••••••••••• , •• , , •.• ,·. , •·• • • • $ 520,000. 

(b) Commissiona &';tld Sub -Commissions· of the Seo:l,~rity 

ar-d Trusteeship Councils •••••••••·•••••••••••,e••••• 500:,000. 

Tot~l .•• : •••• ~ $1,o2o,ooo. 

The asswnphons Hhioh form the 'basis for the rough estimates g:tve:1. 

above are the follovrins~ 

(1.'1.) That the total Ill.enibel~chtp' o:_E' the Cci:a;,.."Tlisslons and ·stib-Ccl!JirJ.iss.ions 

of the Eoono~ic al;1d Social Council will consist of some 200 gover:nrocnt 

reprosent~.tives; that each Cornmissior. and. Sub,.,Gol:n.miss.1ori, will~ho;ld: · 

. hro me...e·tings per year lasting, on the average, fifteen days; that ·the 

subsistence :allowance· will be at the rate of tiventy dollar~ per day; · 

.and that the transporte,tion costs. for each mmnber will average. $1,000. 

This ;gives the following over-all fi.gu:res: 

( i) Transportation cost .••• , • , •· .• , •• $ · 4oo 1 000.-

( ii) Subsistence a:Llo1mnce · ••• · ••• ; •• ·• 120,000. ;f, ~ :-.: .· ·, 

w:Plch represent an ageregat~ cosiper"year $520,000. 

(b') I;f travel and subsist~n~·e allow-anced ;oro· to·. 'b~·· p~~id ·:to members 

of Co!LilliEJsicns and Sub-ColiJJ'lissions of the Economic and So'cial CounCil, 

the General Assembly .i6uid w;i.sh to consider establishing the same 
. . ;-. •\... . . . . . . . . 

terms for members of ·t:ne Corr~iss;i.ons and Sub-Co:mmissi'ons· of the t-vro 
' ... 

other· Councils, At the present: tiine; th'ere are only two ccinpe.rable 
. . ' ~ • • ~.· •, . . • I • : : •. •. ' • • ' 

groups under ·the Security Com;.cil .:. the Atc:rp.ic Energy GJ;oup and the 

Military St~f:f Corrmittee. J~:Xpenses of members of these two.-groups 

have been :paid by trioir. respe.6tive governments. It may al~o be 
· .. 

e.saU.111ed that Con1IIl;i.ssions :and ::;il..~b.-Commissions \"vili be established 
/.: . ~ .. 

. ' 

by the Trusteeship Council. • Thf? total ntimber ·of ·such orfS~ms ·for 
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_p,?~P.. Counc.J,~ :~Y:,.;not ,.P~ ~o la:rg(:J·:a.s· that ~r: the Economic· ~.nd Social 
' • • ~ ~ . ~ l • 

. . . 
to be established by the Trust,oeship C01.mcil may lU1dertalce more tJ.•ips to 

trust terri tor:l,t;>s, the ~O~!J.l cost tJer:: yee.r .ooy · b'e: a~:pro.xima tely 

estimated ,at $500,000. . .. 
. ' I . • • ~ ' . . ' ' ~ ' • ' • . • • "' 

(c) That e;~penE,les of only O!!-G delegate from each goverillnent en a 

Coilllllission H~~l~ _be .re~~~~~~... . . . . . 

·'(d.) That reimbursement of. sucll expenses of Conmd <'Sion members, if 
.... 

~p_Pr~y~~! ,.,~mld ~ot: "be retrcQ.ctive in effe~t;ive dato, i.e. i·Totild not 

apply rotroacti vely in the case. of Commissions under the j£concmic and 

Social_ 09UI+oil afte:t;' tllo <lq.t~ of thG Connci+ r s resolution -of 21· June 

1946, (Com'lission members to be Governm~nt r~presentat;tves). ·. ·. . .. 

2.. Conce:;cning simiJ.ar Organs un~er · t.he S;pocia:Lized Agencies, it must be 

noted that, a~ most .SJ?ecia;Li~ed age:ncies.e,re sti.ll in the initj.al organization 

stage~ ~onplote .:i,nfo:rr.r~t:ton on this subject is. pot .ava;!.lable. Some 

agencies~ such ·as the Fi\.01 ar~ a,li:oady pe,.ying travel anci sub'sisten,ce allowances 

to tho members of executive con;,m:tttee~: ancl of stano.ing cormnittces·; som~ 

othBrs do so in a,. r~striot"~d \vo,y ."". ILO. ;Pa.yo only eru:,ployer· and w·orker groups 

>vhen they serve en ccrwnittees, but doos no·t; reimburse governmont . ~ . . . . 

re:i)resentatives. Ot}J.t?rs, as wel~ ~s the Unii1Qd Nations, do_:not pay their 
. . . ·.::. . .: . ',.. : 

Conn:nissio:n and, Coram.ittee members ~-rhen.they a.r~ gqvo.rnm.ent re.pr~Se;lltatives-
'. . . . ·.· ·, I • ·.•' 

(PlCAO and U.NFSCO) • ,. ' 
, 'I,' 

The difficuJ..t:tes of ma,king a p~ec.ise est~a;!fo of. :the. cost :to tre 
I ~., • ' '• 

-~. . ... :: · .. · 
specialized agencies of o,dopt~ng tl).e :pe-,l:l,cy :rocoprru_eno.ed _by the ~c~nom:l,o· . . .. . . . . . •' . 

' • ~ •• j •• 

. . . 
and Social Council for the 'V'nited Nations ,.,;1.11 be .recogn:i.ze¢1. illnlcd:i.e,t,y-.;Ly. 

. . • . . . .. . :: .. : l . : . . . • ~ . . . ' . . ' -~' 

A nUlnber of the agencies c?ncerned ar~ still in ~interim or ;PreiJare-to:ry 

stage and the J_:)8rin8.llent structure, the number Of stan~ling CCI!liDiSS~OnS . or 
. . • . ~· • . ,..~ .: . , •• r . . , ··•.• . 

COlTlllittees, E).:Od tJJ,e lene,th and frequency qf their meet;!.ngs, h~l3 not yet 
: . . . . . . :·. ··: ·.. ·. ·. \ . 

been d,etermined. :S:o-vrever, Qn t~o. ba~;ts of ans-vrers. to, an .ing_uiry conce~ning 
- '.• ' . : . . .. · ....... : ·' . . . ' . 

structure an~ prac;tioe, tb.e~ecreta~;a.t es~.i~.tes_ .. tpa.t ap;pr.oxirr~t,e,ly 
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$7001 000 rer a1mum vrould be :r·eg_uired. for the agencies already on a full 

ftmctioning basis (such as ILO a.nd FAO); and. that ap)?l'O:>::imPNtely $500,000 

per atl11W!l. would be . reqy.:tr6.d for those 't·Those future Ol"ganizat.ion is only 

begii;.ning to tal<::e f'orr::J., 
. I . 

The attention of tb..e G6nexal Assembly is ther.QfOl'e drav.'Il to the 

fact that appl'OVB.l C$ i;.he D:t•aft Reool;,.1.tion regm'din13 pa;yment of oxponses 

to membe-rs of Corillllias.:tono and Sub .,cor-w.uissions will necessi tB:te approval 

of a supplemontal bud.get of a,ppro,J\:imately $1,000 1 000 for 194'7 as the 

direqt cost to the u~~ited Na,tj,ons, and o;f an amou."lt t~p to $1,200,000 in 

budgets of the. SpeciaJ.iz.od Agencies, should they follow the United 

!lations' lead •. 

__ ..., __ 




