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AUSTRALIPJir MISSION TO TI-IE UNI1ED NATIONS 

21 October 191~6 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to my letter of 

11 Se:ptem.ber regard:Lng,the·im:plementation of Cha:pters 

XII and XIII of the Charter of the United :Nations. 

'rhe Australian lYiinister for External Affairs 

has now instructed me to comrnunicate to you the attached 

•rr·ustoeshi:p agreenent in res:pect of Nevr Guinea. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yom· obedient servant, 

'(signed) Paul Hasluck. 

CounseJ,lcr-in-Charge, 
Atlstralian Mission to the 
United Nations. 

The Secretary··General, 
United Nations, 
Lak? Success, L. I. 

-- ----·- ·-· ----~-....... -.,----~~-~, _,~·---~ 
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Tho Te:l.'ritory of New Guinea has been administere.d in accordance with 

Article 22 of the OoveD.ant of thf:i teague of' Na-tions and in pt1.rsuance -of a 

mandate confe!'red upon His Britannic Majesty and exerclsed. on Rio· behalf by 

the Government of the Comrnonweal th of' Australia. 

'rho Charter of the United Nati.ons, signed at :San Francisco on 26 J'une 1945, 

provides by Article 75 for the estr:iblizJhment of an :i.nternat1onal trustoeshi1; 
i 
I 

s:y'stom for the adm:i.nistratj_on ~:md. Emperv:is:Lon of such territories as may be 

placed thereund.er by subDeq_uent jnd1v5dual agreements·. 

The Government of lh1stralia novr undertakes to place tho Terri tor;} of New 

Guinea under the trustrJeshl:p system, on the terms sot forth :tn tho prol3ont 

Trusteeship Agreement. 

l'herof()ro the Goneral AsGenibly of the United Nations, acting in ptl.I'suance 

of Article 85 of tho Chert{;;r, approves the :follovrins tormr:1 of trusteeship for 

the Ten .. ~i tory of New Gujnoa, :i.n substit1.:ct:i.on for tho tornw of tho Hamlato uncler 

which the Torrttory ha::J been ~;.tfun:LniGterod: 

PJ~'riCLE 1 

Tho Territory to which this Trl-1steeship Agreement ap:pliei~ (horeine,fter 

callecl tho TerrHory) cons1ets of that :portion of the :l.sland of Now Guinea a...'ld 

the sroups of islands adm:i.ri.istered therewith under tbe Mandate elated 17 December 

1920, conferred upon His Bri tnnnic Majesty and exorcised. by the Government of 

Australia. 

ARTICLE 2 

The Govnrm:r.nrit of Australia (herej_naf'ter ce.llecl the Acl'lJ.J.n:i.EJtcring 

Authority) ju d.eci13natecl as· the solo ~~uthori t;y wh:i:ch vrilJ. excrc:i.se the 

administration c.1f -c;he Ter:.'itory. 

l\JI~:ICLE 3 

The Administering A!.lthorHy 1.md.o:ctakos to adm:i..n:Lster the Terrj tory :in 

accorctance with tho :prov:LDions of the Chartor and :i.n such a manner as to achJeve 

in the Torri.tory the basic ob~jectives of the 1nternatjonal trur:Jtcc;ship s~;rstem, 

1~~~~ n~0 ~n+ ~0~+h ~n A~+~~1~ 7~ 0~ +hr ~~n~+0~ 
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ARTICLE 4 

) 

The Administering Authority will be responsible for the peace, order, good 

government and defence of the T'erri tory and for this purpose -vrill have the same 

powers of leg:i.slation, administration ana. jurisdiction in and over the Terri tory· 

as if it were an integral part of Australia, and -vrill be entitled to apply to 

the Ter:dt,ory, subciect to ouch modifications as it deems desirable, such laws 

of the COir..:m.onwealth of Australia as it deems appropriate to the needs and 

conditions of the Territory. 

ARTICLE 5 

It is agreed that the Administering Authority, in the exercise of its 

powers under Article 4, 'tvi.ll be at Uberty to bring the Terri tory into a custom~ 

fiscal or admin±strative union or federation with other dependent territories 

under its jurisd.iction or control, and to eetablish common services between the 

Terr:l. tory and. any or all of these territories, if in 1 ts opinion it -vrould be in 

the interests of the Territory and not inco11sistent with the basic objectives 

of the trusteeship system to do so. 

ARTICLE 6 

The Admin:tstering Authority further und.erta~es to apply in the Terri tory 

the provisions of such international agreements &."'ld such recommendations of the 

specialized agencies referred to in Article 57 of the Charter as are, in the 

opinion of the Administ.ering Authority, sui ted to the needs and conditions of 

the Terri tory and, conducive to the achievement of the b~s ic objectives of the 

trusteeship system. 

.ARTICLE 7 

The Ad.rnin:l.stering Authority· may take all :(lloasures in the Terri tory vrhich 

it considers desirable to provide for the defence of the Territory and for 

maintenance of international peace and security. 
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