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BapQglglgr Dr' Leopoltlo E. $TTAI\4AIVII (A.rgentlna)

1, In a letter dated 12 Aueust 1959 @/UL82) t Czechoslovakla requested the

lncl-uslon of the foflolring item ln the provleiona]- egentla of tbe General

Assenblyl "Tbe gueotlon of the conslstent appl-lcatioo of the prlnciple of
equltable geographical representatlon in the election of the Prtsldeat of the

General Assenbl-y". In the explaaatory nemorandum, lt was stated that tbe

princlple of tbe equltabl-e geogvaphical- representatlon, rrhlch lcas one of the

futrdanentaf functioDal prlnclples on vhich the structure end tbe actj.vltle6 of

the Unlted lvatlans lras based., had not been coneletently applled 1n the electlons

to the of,flce of the PresideEt of the Genera]- Assenbl-y. RepresentatlYeg of al].

geographlcal areas exceBt EaBterE Europe had several tlnes held ia turn the

offlce of tbe Presldent of the Genera]. Assenbfy. The shortcotniogs connected irith
tbe practlce of fj.lllng the offlce of the President of the General Assenbly had

dot been renoved. even afte" the adoptlon of Geueral AocenbLy vesolution 1192 (XIT)

of f2 Decenber 1957 t otr the coEtr)o61tion of the GeBeral Cormlttee. The ettalnmeot

of an agreenent on the correct appllcatton of, the princlp]-e of equltable

geographica]. representatlon la the electlon of the P"eeldent of the General

Assembly woul-d. reBove the exlstlng shortcoulngs end {ou1d contrlbute to a further

developnent of co-ole"atlon antl the strengthenlag of Eutual eonfldeace among

the Menber States lE tbe Geaeral Aseenbly.
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2. At lts SOJrd ptenary Eeetlng on 22 Septent er L9r9, the Geaeral Assenbl-y 
declded to pl-ace the lten on 1tB agend a and. to refer 1t to the speclal polltlcal
Co@ittee .

1. uoe SpeclaL Polltlcal- Connlttee .constdered the item at lts L6trd to
169th ueetlugs hel-d betweeo I and. J Deceuber p!p.
h. cn jO NoveBbe x 1959 t a draft xesoLutiob oponsored by Czechoslovakla and
Ronanla (l+/SpC/t".lg) vas clrcuLated. Under the second. preambular paragraph,
the General Assenbly woul.d. refer to resolutlon 1192 (Xil) of 12 December 1957
whlch; based on the prlnclpl-e of equltable geographi.cal- repreoeritatloa,
deterrDlned. the dlstribution of, the nenbershlp of the General- comlttee of the
General Assenbly, lrhile thls dlstrtbutlon of neuberBhtp llas adJusted rdth regard.
to the region froE $h1ch the Presid.ent of the General Assenbl-y cras eLected..

Accord.lng to the operatlve !art, the Lssenbl_y !,'oul_d: (1) conflrn that the

lrlncitr)le of egultable representation of geographlcal reglooE sbou].d be applled
conglstebt]y aLeo ln the election of the presldent qf tbe General Assenbly;
(2) recomend that ln the flrst four years followLng tbe adoption of the
resolutlon the President of the General- Assenbly be elected EuccesBlve]-y f,ron
Xastern European States, Asian abd A.frican States, i{estern European gtates and

other States end Latln Anerlcaa States,

5" At the l-65th neetlng on , December IgSg, tbe representatlve of Mexlco

lntroduced an anendnent (n/SpC/i,.4o) to the draft resolutlon. Sponsored Jointly
by Argentipa, Bol-1vta, BrazlL, Chll-e, Co].oubta, gb Domlnican Republlc,
EI Salvador, Mexico, Peru and Uzuguay, the amendeent would: (f) replace tbe
second p"eambular paragraph by a parag"aph recognlzlng the lnportance of ensurlng
that the President of the General Aesembly possessed. the higbest persobal
gua]-lftcations for the perfornance of h16 dutle6, aad. al6o the deslrabl].lty of
takLng lnto account 1n hls election the prlnciple of equltable geographlcal
d.istributlon; ana (e) repJ-ace the two operative paragrapbs by a parag?aph

acco"d.lng to lrh:lch the General Aseenbly lrouJ-d. recorunend that in the eLectloo of
the PreEldent of the General Assenbly the prlnclBLe of equltable geograpblcel '

dlstrlbutlon shou.l-d be upheld to the g"eatest losslble extent, s?eclal atterltlon
beiag pald. h tbe flrst place to the quallflcatlons that the Presldeat of the
General Asseubl-y mu6t possess 1n ord.er to perfozB the 1!ryortant dutles of ble
offlce .
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5. At the 156th neetlng on J Deceeber :-959 t th.e foflo'$rlng sub *amendmentb weve

subnitted to the eleven-Power arnendment (A/SpC/f,.4o):

(u) by Frence (g/spc6.4r) r to acld the f,olJ-owlng at the end of parag?aph 2:

"and. buo account belng take[ of tbe prevalllng clrcumstenceett I
(b) by Gulnee (a/sec/L, "t+z): in paregraph .l, to del-ete the vovd

rrdeslrabllity" and lneert the nord "neeeoslty"l and ln paragreph 2, to delete

the $ords "to the greatest poeglble extentt' and the qord,s "in the first place't;

(") by the unlted states of, nnerlce (a/sec1\' 't+1) t in paragraph 2, to
del-ete the vord.s 'rsBecia.L attentlon being patd ln the firet instaoce" and

replace tbem by the fo1low'lag oorcls r "comeneurate Islth th€ prinary

consl<leratlon whlsh ehould be glven".

7. At the l57th Eeetlng on 4 Decenber 1959, Gulnea and. the Unlted Areb Republlc

subnltted a revlelon (a,/SpC /f 't+z/nev.l) of tbe sub -aeendmeat eubnltted by

Gulnea provldlng for (r) tne deletlon of the rr'ortls "aleo the deslrabillty'r 1n

the tblrd 11ne of tbe flrst paragraph; (a) tne replaceeent, ln the second

paragraph, of the vo"d6 fron ttthe prlnelple oftr to tbe word.e "tmportant dutles

of, hls offLce" by the vord.s 'speclal attentton be peid to the quallflcatlons

that the hesident of the GeEeraL A€seEbly Eust poBEess ln order to pe"fom the

tryortant dutles of ble offlce anal as vel]- es to the prlnclple of equitable

geographlcal repreeentatlou" .

B, At the 168th me€tlng on 4 Decenber 1958, the representatlve of the

Ualted Arab Republlc etated that the eponoors of the eub -aEendment (A/SfC/f,.42/nev.f)

wouLil delete the worde t'as velJ. ast' from lte eecond paragraph.

9. In reply to a question ralsed by the repreBentatlve of Mexico, tbe

sepresentatlves of the united, Arab Republic and Gulnea agreed to substitute

the vord€ t'tlue regard be Epeclally paldtt for rtopeclal atteEtion be paid" io their
sub -anendnent ,

IO' Slrc represeatatLve of ltaly ora11y propoEed a sub -anendment to the

Bub -aroendnent of GuLnea end the UniteA Arab Republlc (A/SPC /L -l+z/Rev.I) calllng

for tbe Lusertion of the nord.e ttto the greatest possibfe extent" betseen the

words nofflce eadrr and "to tbe prlaclple".
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11. At the l68th negtlag, the Comlttee proceeded to vote on the draft
resolutlons and amendments before lt as follows:

lrbe flrst Lreanbu.}ar paragraBh of_the dreft resolution subnitted by
czechoslovakLa eld RonenJ e 1A1sFefi.19) wa6 adopted by 6p votes to none,
ll:lth 5 abstentions .

The

as set fo!'tb In tbe el-even-Poser amendment
55 votes to Jo, wlth ! abetentlons.

llhe secoud preanbular paragraph coatalned 1a tbe eleven-power aneaduent({sec[.@y jz votrel to none, \tLil,h 2i abstentloas.

(a/src/l.EftEv.T1 to aeret
second preanbular paregralh
( A/ s.Pc /L ,1+o) vas edoptetl by

The oral- eub -amendment subnitted by ftaly to insert, the vord6 "to tho
greatest posslble erbent" in tbe operatlve paragrapb set out 1D the secoud
paragraph of tbe Eub-anendsent eubultted by Gulnea and the United Arab Republ-l
(A,/SpC/t.l+z/nev.l) nas rejected by tt votes to 29r wlth lL abstentlons.

The sub-ameadnent of GuiDea aDd the Unlted Arab Reputllc
(n/sec[,, eleven-Poser
anendsent (A/Spc/f .t+o) 14as ailopted. by a rolI-cal-l vote of 36 to 11,
nrlth B absteDtiouo, as fol].owe:

In f,avour:

Agalns t:

Abgtalalng:

Afgbanl6tan, Ajlbanle, Bulgaria, Bulra, Byelorusslab
Sov1et Soclallst RepubLic, CEnbodia, ceylon, Costa Rlca,
CzechoBlovakia, Ecuad.or, El Salvado", Ethlopla, Federatlon
of Malaya, Ghana, Gulnear Eungary, Ind.ia, Indonesla, Iran,
Iraq, Joralan, Lebaaon, Llbe"la, Llbya, Morocco, l{epal,
Poland, Ronaala, Saudl "ArabLa, Sudan, fuatsla, Ukrelnlan
Soviet Soclal-lst Republ1c, Ualon of Sovlet Bocial-1st'
Republics, United Arab RepubS-ic, Yenen, Yugosl-avla.

Argeutina, Australla, Austrie, 36fglum, B,r.azif, Canad.a,
Cb1le, Cblna, CoJ.onbla, DeDEark, Donlnican Republlc,
Flnlaadl, France, Greece, Guatemala, Irelsnil, Italy,
Jepen, tuxenbourg, I{etherl-antls, NelI ZeaLantl, Nofir'ay,
Paaama, Peru, Portugal, SpalD, Sveder., llballand, Turkey,
Unlon of South Af"ica, UDited. Kingdon of Great Bf,lt€la
a[d Nortbeno lrelaad, United States of .Amerlca, Venezue]-a.

Bollvla, Cuba, Is"ae]-, Laos, Mexico, Paktstan, Phl].lpplnes,
Uruguay.
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fhe Ese!€h cub:gneEdee4q (n/Spc/t,.4r) to adtl th€ words "and due
accouat feing take[ of tbe prevalliug circumgtaaces'r to tbe e!.tl of
the operatlve paragrapb of, tbe eleren-Power anendeent (l/src7t.4o) vas
reJected by a roll-calJ- vote of 2l+ to 25t sLth 10 abgtentlous, ae f,ollows:

AbBteiplnq: Afghanistan, Argentlna, Austrla, Bollvla, Burna r 
-canbodLa,Gubaz Donlnlcan RepubLlc, El galvador, Flrlaud, Iran,

Ireland, Laos, tebanonp tlbya, Mexleo, Moroceo, Pakl-Etan,
PaEana, Peru, Fbll-1ppitree, Portugat, spaLn, Su4anr.Sweden,
frlalBta, [urkey, Unlon of, South Afrlca, Uruguay, Yenen "

In f,avour l

A€alnst:

In f,aYoux:

Agallxet 
""

AuBtta]ia, SeLgiun, Brezil, Canad.a, Cbll-e, China,
Derrnark, Ecuador, Federatlon of Malaya, France, Greece,
Guatenela, Isr'aeL, ItaLy, Japan, Lr:xenbourg, Netbe"lands,
New Zeal€nd, Norway, [lral].and, Unlteal KlDgoon of Great
Brltain aud Northern lreland, Unlted Statee of Anerica,
venezuele .

Albanta, Bulgarla, Bye]-orusslau Sovlet soc1allst Republlc,
Ceyl-on, Colonbla, Cost€, nica, CzecboBlovakla, Ethiopia,
Ghana, Gulnea, Eungary, India, Indooeslar Iraq, Jortlan,
Ltberla, NeBaI, Folaad, Bomanla, Saudl Arabia,
IJkvalnlatr Sovtet Sociaflet Repub1ic, Unlo! of Sovlet
Soclallst Republics, Unlted ,Areb Bepub11c, Yugoslavia '

(.o/spcA.40)
tb 9 abeteatlon€,

Afgbaalstanr A.lbanla, Bulgarla, BurEa, Byeloruosi€n
Sovlet Socl.alLot, Relubllcr Camboilla, Ceylon, Costa Rlca,
Czecboslovakla, Ecuad,or, El Salvadlor, Ethlopla,
Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Gulaea, EungarJl, Indta,
IndonesLa, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, LebaEon, tlberla, Llbya,
MerLco, NeBal, Polaad, BonenLa, Saudl A"abia, SudaD,
TunlEia, Ukralnlau Sovlet SocLallot RepubJ-J.c, Unlon of
govtet SoclaLlst Bepubl-lesr Unlteil Areb Republlcl Yenen,
Yugoslavla.

Argentlaa, Au.straLla, Austrla, Belgiun, BtazIL, Caaada,
CbLle, Cblua, .Colonbla, DeDnark, DoElnlcan Republlc,
I'rance, Greece, Iseland, Italy, Japan, Luxenbourg,
Netherlaailor Ne$ Zealand., Norway, Panaea, Peru, Portugal,
SBaiE, Slled.enp Thallaud; Turkey, Uoioa of Soutb Africa,
Untted KingitoB of Great Brltaln aait Northern Ir61ana1,
UBlteaI Stetes of Amoriear VenezueLa.

BofivLa, Cuba, Finl-end, Guateuala, Isf,ael, laos, Pekletau,
Fblllpplnes, Uruguey.

Abstainipe r
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fhe
as anend.ed., was
as fol]-otas:

In favour: .Afghanistan, Albanla, Bu].gerla, Burna, Byelorusslan
Sovlet Social-1st ReBubllc, Cambodla, Ceyion, Costa Rlca,
Cze-chosLovakla, Ecuado?, El Sal.vador, Ethto:ila, Federationof Mal-aya, Ghana, Gulnea, Uungary, Indla, Iado;esla,
Lt*ol IIag, ,Iorqan, tebenon, Llberla, Lliya, Mexlco,
Mepa1, 

- 
Pol-and, Ronanla, Saudl Arabla; SuAen, fuafsfa,

Ukraialqu Sovlet Soclallst Repub11c, Unlon ;f Sovlet
S-oclellst Republlcs, United ALab Bepubllc, yeeen,
Yugosl.arria .

Aqala6t: Srgentlna, AustraLt,er Auetria, Belgiun, Braull, Canada,Chile, Cblna, CoJ.onble, Cuba, Dennirk, 
'Donlnlcan 

Bepubilc,
Franc€, Greece, fre].aE'd, Italy, Japab, turenbourg,
Netherladds, Nelr Zeal_€nd, Nomay, panina, peru, Fortugal.,
Spaln, Sn€den, Thailanal, lturkey, Ublon oi Soutl Afrlc;, '
Unlted Kl.ngdon of Great Brltaln aad Northern lreJ-andp 

-

United States of Amerlcq, Venezuela.

Abstahing I BoJ.lvia, Fjhlnnd, Guatenala, Israel, Laos, paklstan,
Fhllippinee, Uruguay.

12 . [be speclal Polltlca]- comlttee therefore recom.eod.s to the Getrerar- As.enbry
the adoption of the fol_1ow.1pg draft resolutloni.

QI]ESTION OF fHE CONSTS1ENT APFI,ICA:TION OF UEE FRINCITLE OF
SQUITAELE GEOGRAPEICII. REPRESEIVIAr:ION ]N TEE T,T :CTION OF

THE FRESIDENT OF 'ITIE 6NEIIAI dSSB,{E[,Y

The [kneral A,Eserob]_y,

Ib ylew of tl1e splrit of, the Unlteal Nations Cherter end of the
provlslons of tbe rufes of proeedure of the General l-ssenbl-y pertalnln€ to
the PresldeEt of the GeneraL "Aesenbly,

Recosllzlng the lrnportance of ensurlng that the president of the
Gebelal AEsenbl-y posEesses the hlgheet personaL qualiflcatlone for the
lerf,ormance of hls dutles, and of, teklng into eccount 1n bls e].ectlon
the princlple of equltabl_€ geog"alhicaL reBresentatior.,

by a rol-l-call vote
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Reco@ends that in the election of tbe presldeDt of the General
Assenbl-y due regerd be speclal].y. pald to tbe guaLiJlcatlons that the
Presldent of the General- Assenbly nust possess ln order to perforrl the
lnportant dutles of bls offlce and to the prlncipJ.e of equltabte
geographical- representation, 
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