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Chapter |

ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. DECISION TO BE ADOPTED BY THE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

1. At its 501st meeting, the Commission
approved the following decision for adoption by
the Economic and Social Council:

LB Annual report of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific

"At its
Council:

meeting, on 1975, the

(a) Took note of the reportof the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
for the period 7 April 1974 to 7 March 1975
and of the recommendations and resolutions
contained in chapters II and III of that report;

(b) Decided to endorse the programme of
work and priorities contained in chapter IV of
the report."

B. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS BROUGHT
TO THE ATTENTION OF THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Resolutions

2, The Commission draws the attention of the
Council to the following resolutions contained in
chapter III:

(a) Resolution 154 (XXXI). New Delhi De-
claration: Regional Contribution to the Establish-
ment of a New International Economic Order

(b) Resolution 155 (XXXI). Change of name
of the Asian Institute for Economic Development
and Planning

(c) Resolution 156 (XXXI). Establishment
of the Asian Centre for Agricultural Machinery

(d) Resolution 157 (XXXI). Regional Plan
of Action for the Enhancement of the Role of
Women in Development

(e) Resolution 158 (XXXI). Regional train-
ing institutions of the Commission supported by
the United Nations Development Programme

(f) Resolution 159 (XXXI). Regional centre
for technology transfer

(g) Resolution 160 (XXXI). Arrangements
on shipping and ports

Regional contribution to the establishment of a
New International Economic Order

3. The Commission viewed the proceedings
of its thirty-first session as constituting the
preparations at the regional level for the forth-
coming special session of the General Assembly

devoted to development and international econo-
mic co-operation, and the regional contribution
to the establishment of a New International Eco-
nomic Order.

Mid-term review and appraisal at the regional
level of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development
Decade

4. The Commission draws the attention of the
Council to the discussions of the mid-term re-
view and appraisal contained in chapter II under
agenda item 4

Over-all review of regional training
institutions

5 The Commission draws the attention of the
Council to its decisions on the over-all review
of the regional training institutions under agenda
item 6(b)(i) in chapter II and, in particular, to
resolution 158 (XXXI).

Study on regional structures

6. In considering the resolutions adopted by
the Economic and Social Council and General
Assembly which have a bearing on its work, the
Commission, in particular, considered Council
resolution 1756 (LIV) on the study on regional
structures, under agenda item 8.

Rationalization of the conference structure of
ESCAP

T The Commission draws the attention of the
Council to its decisions on the rationalization of
the conference structure of ESCAP, including
inter alia the formulation of the terms of re-
ference of the main legislative committees, the
future status of subsidiary bodies, and guidelines
for the conduct of meetings under agenda item 7,
which are contained in chapter II and its annexes.

Programme of work and priorities

8. The Commission draws the attention of the
Council to the new integrated programme of work,
1975-1977, particularly in the identified priority
areas, which is contained in chapter IV.

Date and place of meeting of the next session

9. The Commissionaccepted withappreciation
the offer of the Government of Indonesia to be
host to the thirty-second session of the Commis-
sion at Jakarta in March/April 1976.

Amendment of the terms of reference of the
Commission

10. The Commission requests the Council to
amend the wording in paragraph 2 of its terms
of reference to read "Australia" instead of "Con-
tinental Australia'.



Chapter Il

THIRTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF
WORK

11. The thirty-first session of the Commaission
was held at New Delhi, India, from 26 February
to 7 March 1975.

12 The session was attended by representa-
tives of the following members and associate
members: Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Burma, China, France, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Japan, Khmer Republic, Laos, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zea-
land, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Viet-Nam, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America, Cook Islands,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Hong Kong, Papua New
Guinea and Trust Territory of the PacificIslands.

3. By virtue of rule 3 of the Commission's
rules of procedure, representatives of the follow-
ing Members of the United Nations attended:
Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, German
Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic
of), Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Poland,
Romania, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, and
Yugoslavia. A representative of Switzerland at-
tended under Council resolution 860 (XXXII).

14. The following United Nations bodies were
represented: United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, United Nations Industrial Deve-
lopment Organization, United Nations Children's
Fund, United Nations Development Programme,
United Nations Environment Programme, United
Nations Fund for Population Activities and World
Food Programme.

15. Representatives of the following specialized

agencies were present in a consultative capacity:

International Labour Organisation, Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization, International Civil Aviation
Organization, World Health Organization, Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, International Monetary Fund, Universal
Postal Union, International Telecommunication
Union, World Meteorological Organization, Inter-
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza-
tion, and Interim Commission for the International
Trade Organization: General Agreement on Ta-
riffs and Trade.

16. The following intergovernmental organiza-
tions attended as observers: Asian CoconutCom-
munity, Asian Development Bank, Council for
Mutual Economic Assistance, Commonwealth
Secretariat, European Economic Community,
League of Arab States, Regional Co-operation for
Development, and South Pacific Bureau for Eco-
nomic Co-operation.

17. Observers from the following non-govern-
mental organizations were present: International

Chamber of Commerce, International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions, International Co-
operative Alliance, International Councilon Social
Welfare, International Organization of Employees,
International Planned Parenthood Federation, In-
ternational Union of Local Authorities, League
of Red Cross Societies, World Confederation of
Labour, World Federation of Trade Unions, World
Federation of United Nations Associations, World
Veterans Federation, International Federation
for Housing and Planning (EAROPH), Interna-
tional Federation of University Women, World
Association of World Federalists and World
Young Women's Christian Association.

Election of officers

18. In accordance with rule 13 of the rules of
procedure, the Commission at its 492nd meeting
elected H.E. Prof. D.P. Chattopadhayaya, Minis-
ter of Commerce (India), to be Chairman.

19 H.E. Prof. D.P. Chattopadhayaya thanked
the participants for electing him Chairman of the
Commission.

20. In view of the heavy agenda, it was pro-
posed that the part of rule 13 of the rules of pro-
cedure of the Commission providing for the
election of two Vice-Chairmen be held in abe-
yance, and 12 Vice-Chairmen were elected,
namely: H.E. Mr. Abdul Rahman Pazhwak (Afgha-
nistan), H.E. Mr. Dewan Farid Ghazi (Bangla-
desh), H.E. Mr. Ma Mu Ming (China), H.E. Mr.
Farrokh Najmabadi (Iran), H.E. Mr. Toshio
Kimura (Japan), the Hon. Datuk Abdul Taib Mah-
mud (Malaysia), H.E. Mr. Buyantyn Dashtseren
Mongolia), H.E. President Hammer de Roburt

auru), H.E. Mr. R.M. Miller (New Zealand),
.E. Mr. Gerardo P. Sicat (Philippines), H.E.
Mr. T.B. Subasinghe (Sri Lanka) and H.E. Mr.
Owart Suthiwart-Narueput (Thailand).

217 The Commission appointed a Committee of
the Whole to consider agenda items 5 and 6.

22. H.E. Mr. Abdul Rahman Pazhwak (Afgha-
nistan) was elected Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole. Mr. Carlos P. Ramos (Philippines)
and Mr. A.T. Jayakoddy (Sri Lanka) were elected
Vice-Chairmen.

23. The Commission also appointed a Drafting
Committee, which elected U Thet Tun (Burma)
to be Chairman and Mr. D.C. Goss (Australia)
Vice-Chairman.

24. The Chairman announced at the Commis-
sion's 500th meeting that, in accordance withrule
12 of the rules of procedure, he and the Vice-
Chairmen, constituting the credentials commit-
tee, had examined the credentials of the delega-
tions. The Vice-Chairman from China had ex-
pressed his oppostion to the qualifications of the
representatives of three countries and reaffirmed
his position as contained in his speech during
the general debate. The Vice-Chairman from



Mongolia had expressed his reservations in re-
gard to the qualifications of the representatives
of two countries. With those reservations re-
corded, the credentials committee had found the
credentials of all the representatives to be in
order. Some delegations stated that they had re-
servations on the qualifications of certaindelega-
tions. Those reservations the delegations con-
cerned, reasserting the legality of their repre-
sentation, rebutted in protest. The reservations
and the rebuttals were duly noted in the summary
records of the plenary meetings.

B. AGENDA

25. The Commission unanimously adopted the
following agenda at its 492nd meeting on 26
February 1975:

1.
2.
3.

Opening addresses
Election of officers

Adoption of the agenda éE/CN.11/1189/
Rev.2; E/CN.11/L.415, Corr.1 and
Add.1)

Policies, programmes and perspectives
for the development of the ESCAP re-
gion: Implementation of the Colombo
Declaration and of the Programme of
Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order (E/
CN.11/1210)

(a) Mid-term review and appraisal at
the regional level of the Interna-
tional Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development
Decade (E/CN.11/L.407, L.412 and
Corr.l)

(b) Integrated programme of work and
priorities, 1975-1977, and consider-
ation of progress in respect of pro-
jects in priority areas (E/CN.11/
1..413 and Add.l; E/CN.11/1206)

(c) Follow-up action on the decisions
and recommendations of the

(i) World Population Conference
(E/CN.11/1208)

(ii) World Food Conference (E/
CN.11/1207)

(iii) Special Preparatory Meeting
for the Second General Con-
ference of UNIDO (E/CN.11/
1181)

Consideration of activities in the fields
of

(a) Economic and social development
(E/CN.11/1,.409 and Corr.l; E/
CN.11/1190 and Corr.l; E/CN.11/
1202)

(b) Food and agriculture (E/CN.11/
1205)

(¢) Trade, industry, housing and tech-
nology, and transport and communi-

cations (E/CN.11/1186; E{CN.II/
1200 and Corr.1; E/CN.11/1193 and
Corr.1)

(d) Population and statistics (E/CN.11/
L.414; E/CN.11/1191 and Corr.1)

(e) Natural resources: energy, water
and minerals (E/CN.11/1182, 1195
and Add.1)

(f) Technical co-operation and deve-
lopment administration (E/CN.11/
L.410, L.411; E/CN.11/1194, 1199)

Progress reports on major regional
projects and regional institutions

(a) Major regional projects

(i) Committee for Co-ordination
of Investigations of the Lower
Mekong Basin (E/CN.11/1188)

(ii) Committee for Co-ordination
of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in Asian
Offshore Areas (E/CN.11/L.
406)

(iii) Committee for Co-ordination
of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in South
Pacific Offshore Areas (E/
CN.11/L.405 and Corr.1)

(iv) Asian Highway (E/CN.11/1201)

(v) Typhoon Committee EE/CN.II/
1180; E/CN.11/L.416)

(b) Regional institutions

(i) Report of the Executive Secre-
tary on the over-all review of
regional training institutions:
Commission resolution 148
(XXX) (E/CN.11/1209, 1211)

(ii) Asian Institute for Economic
Development and Planning (E/
CN.11/1187)

(iii) Asian Statistical Institute (E/
CN.11/1197)

(iv) Asian Centre for Development
Administration (E/CN.11/
1196)

(v) Asian Centre for Training and
Research in Social Weifare
and Development (E/CN.11/
1204)

7. Findings and recommendations of the

Advisory Committee of Permanent Re-
presentatives and Other Representa-
tives Designated by Members of the
Commission (E/CN.11/1.408)

(a) Draft terms of reference of the
main legislative committees of
ESCAP



(b) Future status of subsidiary bodies

(c) Legislative arrangements in regard
to shipping and ports

(d) Guidelines for the conduct of meet-
ings

8. Resolutions bearing on the work of the
Commission adopted by the Economic
and Social Council and the General As-
?embly (ESCAP/181 and Add.1, ESCAP/

82)

9. Any other business

10. Annual report to the Economic and So-
cial Council

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening and closure of the session

26. At the request of the Honourable T.B.
Subasinghe, Chairman of the thirtieth session of
the Commission, Her Excellency Shrimati Indira
Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, declared the
session open. Mrs. Helvi Sipila, AssistantSecre-
tary-General, read a message from the Secretary-
General, and Mr. J.B.P. Maramis, Executive
Secretary, delivered an address at the opening
meeting.

27, On behalf of all the participants, the
Honourable T.B. Subasinghe thanked the Prime
Minister for her inaugural address.

28. The Prime Minister welcomed those at-
tending the session on behalf of the people and
Government of India. In her inaugural address,
the Prime Minister expressed the hope that the
change of name of the Commission to Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
signified a reorientation of its approach to the
problems of the region. The expression "Far
East" was clearly a relic of the colonial age when
even the relative position of nations on the globe
was determined from a point of reference in the
West. Another welcome aspect of the new name
was that it recognized the inseparability of eco-
nomic and social phenomena. In the previous two
decades, economic progress had been evaluated
in terms of one or two simple indicators, such
as the growth of GNP or per capita income. That
approach was currently being questioned by peo-
ple all over the world. It was not the aggregate
growth rate of GNP, but its distribution between
different classes and regions and its impact on
the environment and the quality of life which
determined the level of content or discontent of
citizens. Development programmes could make
sense to the people only if they contributed di-
rectly to the alleviation of their poverty. In-
creases in production would be meaningful only
to the extent that they made a difference to the
lowest levels of living. In 1975, India had com-
pleted 25 years of planning and 25 years asa
republic. In that quarter-century, its economy
had acquired the technological capacity for self-
reliant growth, food production had doubled, and
industrial output had trebled. But unevenness in
the distribution of thatadditionality had sharpened
expectations and given rise to social tensions.
That was one reason why the strategy of intensive

agriculture in irrigated areas and through the
help of larger farmers had had to be supplemented
by special programmes for dry regions and
marginal farmers. The Indian experience during
the last decade had underlined the importance of
balancing growth with social justice.

29. Economic forces, seen and unforeseen,
were so strong that no nation was in a position
to attempt individual solutions to its domestic
problems without international co-operation. The
difficulties of developing countries had been se-
riously aggravated by the rise in world prices of
foodgrains, fertilizers, industrial equipment and
oil. It would be wrong to depict the current tur-
moil as arising purely from the energy crisis.
Prices of grain and fertilizer had been rising
even before. The increase in fertilizer prices
had been out of all proportion to the rise in prices
of its raw material components. Exporting coun-
tries charged much higher prices to the impor-
ters than to their own domestic consumers. Such
discriminatory pricing policies made a mockery
of international economic co-operation. Artificial
increases threatened the programmes for agri-
cultural self-sufficiency of developing countries.
Much of the affluence of industrialized countries
had been based on cheap energy and underpay-
ment for raw materials. Depletable 0il reserves
had been used recklessly to maintain conspicuous
consumption. The recent rise in the price of oil
altered the assumptions on which developed coun-
tries had based their economic policies, serious-
ly threatening the life styles of industrialized
countries and the richer sections in the poor
countries. Oil producers, industrial consumers
and developing countries should sit together and
work out a long-term strategy for the use and
conservation of oil resources.

30. The ESCAP region included countries
known to be the most seriously affected by the
oil crisis, and was vitally interested in any effort
to redress hardships. OPEC countries had shown
some recognition of the impact of their pricing
policies on developing countries and had taken
some relief measures. Other steps should be
evolved through consultations so that the develop-
ing world kept its unity. But order could not be
brought about in the chaos of the existing inter—
national economic scene if attention was confined
to the prices of oil. Advanced countries should
examine their own policies in regard tothe prices
of foodgrains, fertilizers and other commodities.

31. Many oil-exporting countries, being indus-
trially underdeveloped, planned to utilize the new
revenues to develop and diversify their econo-
mies. Understandably, those countries turned to
the industrialized world for technological and
other forms of assistance in their development
programmes. But there was also considerable
scope for collaboration between the OPEC coun-
tries and other developing countries. The propo-
sals initiated needed to be pursued with vigour
and enlarged.

32. The countries of the ESCAP region were
marked by great cultural and political diversity.
The only common factor was their determination
to end poverty. There was greater complemen-
tarity amongst their economies than was generally
realized, and they should identify ways and means
of helping each other in their developmental ef-
forts. Developing countries had been conditioned



to believe that acquiring technology from highly
industrialized countries would enable them to
overstep many stages of development. But so
large was the number of instances where deve-
lopment based on such premise had deepened
their dependence on the highly industrialized
countries, in tangible and intangible ways, that
a new approach was indicated. Developing coun-
tries should have a major commitment to depend
increasingly on technologies which they them-
selves had developed, which were suited to their
needs and predicaments and their domestic
natural resources, and which would enable the
building-up of that national self-confidence in
problem-solving which was the essence of in-
dependence. Those technologies should be shared
with one another on the basis of policies, institu-
tional mechanisms and, above all, modes of
thought which would promote the collective self-
reliance of the developing world as a whole. That
could come about only when the customary pro-
cess of what could be called 'trading in techno-
logy', by which developing countries had had to
acquire technology from the highly industrialized
ones, was replaced by a process of genuine
‘technological co-operation' among developing
countries.

33. Referring to 1975 as the mid-point of the
Second United Nations Development Decade, the
Prime Minister said that the United Nations and
its various agencies were currently engaged in
an appraisal of the progress achieved inrealizing
the targets of the International Development
Strategy. It hardly needed analysis to see that
progress had fallen seriously short of commit-
ment. The combined impact of world inflation,
international monetary instability and the in-
creasing threat of recession in the industrial
countries had brought about further deterioration
in the environment for the development of many
countries of the region. That had happened, not
for lack of viable technical solutions, but because
the political will was wanting. International co-
operation was a condition of political sovereignty;
national interest itself should be so defined as to
include allegiance to international law. In any
interdependent world, the idea of what U Thant
described as 'prosperous provincialism' was
dangerous for world order. Concluding her in-
augural address, the Prime Minister declared
that the Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific and each of its member
nations should approach their tasks, not with
narrow chauvinism, national or regional, but in
the spirit of expanding and reconciled loyalty to
nation, region and world.

34. The Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions in his message stated that the thirty-first
session was of particular importanceasitformed
a vital part of the preparations for the upcoming
special session of the General Assemblyon inter-
national development and co-operation, and it
occurred at the mid-point of the Development
Decade. It also followed important global meet-
ings and preceded the Second General Conference
of UNIDO and the International Women's Con-
ference. The importance of the contribution of
the United Nations regional commissions to the
solution of global problems had never been grea-
ter. At its current session, ESCAP would have
the opportunity of reviewing the many important
activities which had taken place at the regional
level to implement the resolutions passed at the

sixth special session of the General Assembly
concerning the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment of a New Inter-
national Economic Order. The mid-term regional
review and appraisal highlighted the major deve-
lopment problems of the region, and particularly
the difficulties of meeting the targets set forth
in the International Development Strategy. It also
contained short-term and long-term proposals
for consideration, and emphasized certain pri-
orities for the future development of the region.

35. The dominant problem before the United
Nations was how to draw together national, re-
gional and global policies into a coherent strate-
gy which could at least reduce the ever-widening
gulf between the poorer nations and the more
affluent. The headway so far achieved in that
direction represented only a beginning and, al-
though progress had been made in comprehend-
ing the scale of the new challenges, the reserva-
tions expressed by several nations clearly in-
dicated that there was a long way to go before
the general consensus on priorities could be
reached which was imperative for effective global
strategies.

36. The Secretary-General expressed real con-
cern that the movement towards general agree-
ments might be reversed if a spirit of genuine
co-operation and mutual understanding did not
exist. The United Nations, as the world forum,
should have frank discussions, and he welcomed
the candour with which divergent views were ex-
pressed in their various meetings the previous
year. With a better understanding of the fears
and aspirations of others, he felt that the time
had come to move positively towards concrete,
practical policies which commanded wide agree-
ment. The task would not be easy, and provided
a massive challenge to all and not least to the
United Nations. However, the world situationand,
above all, the plight of the hungry and the de-
prived demanded bold and imaginative action. It
was important to ensure thatthe upcoming special
session of the General Assembly was thoroughly
prepared, and could deal with specific and well-
planned action programmes to meet the global
problems which affected all nations and all
regions.

3%. In conclusion, the Secretary-General stated
that the contribution of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific was of ma-
jor importance. Its activities in the past, parti-
cularly in 1974, and the agenda of the action pro-
grammes for consideration at the currentsession
gave him encouragement that it would be a session
of real progress.

38. The Executive Secretary, Mr. J.B.P.
Maramis, expressed his sincere gratitude to the
Government and the people of India for their
warm and kind hospitality and for the excellent
facilities provided by the Government for the
thirty-first session of the Commission. He ob-
served that it was only fitting that such an im-
portant session of the Commission, which was
expected to define the regional contribution to a
new international economic order, should be
convened in the capital city of India, where an
experiment was being conducted, more difficult
that anything yet attempted, to infuse into modern
technology and scientific knowledge the traditional
and timeless values that had been a source of



strength to the peoples of that country through
the centuries.

39. Mr. Maramis stated that the peoples of the
region shared similar problems and a common
vision of a better future. They had substantial
resources, both human and material, and had
created large capacities in various sectors. The
essential thing was to devote all their energies
to maximizing the use of their capacities, and to
channel their resources appropriately so that
they might rapidly achieve the desired goals in a
spirit of co-operation and concord. Only through
such co-operation among the countries of the
region would they be able to promote their seli-
reliance, not in any limited sense but in the con-
text of a wide-ranging partnership for develop-
ment. In pursuance of the directives given by the
Commission at its previous session, the secre-
tariat had embarked upon new approaches to
regional development;, including an integrated
strategy of action in the priority areas, parti-
cularly those of food, energy, raw materials,
technology and external financial resources.
Much had also been done during the previous
year to rationalize the form and substance of the
Commission's work, and it was his earnestbelief
that the regional contribution to the implementa-
tion of the new international economic order would
be substantial and far-reaching.

40. The draft report prepared by the Drafting
Committee was adopted by the Commission at its
501st meeting on 7 March 1975. The Chinese
delegation stated that it had reservations re-
garding some parts of the contents of the annual
report.

Policies, programmes and perspectives for the
development of the ESCAP region: Implementa-
tion of the Colombo Declaration and of the Pro-
gramme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order

41.  In discussing item 4, the Commission had
before it the following documents: E/CN.11/1210,
E/CN.11/L.407, EXCN.II/L.&lz and Corr.land 2,
E/CN.11/413 and Add.1, E/CN.11/1206, E/CN.11/
1208, E/CN.11/1207 and E/CN.11/1181. In its
deliberations under item 4, the Commission was
particularly guided by the speech of Her Excel-
lency Shrimati Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of
India, presented under item 1, and by the policy
statement of the Executive Secretary introducing
item 4. The Commission devoted special attention
to the mid-term review and appraisal at the re-
gional level of the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Develop-
ment Decade, to the integrated programme of
work and priorities, 1975-1977, and to the "Re-
port on progress in respect of selected projects
in priority areas".

42. The Commission regarded the current ses-
sion as being of great significance in the prepara-
tion at the regional level for the forthcoming
special session of the General Assembly devoted
to development and international economie co-
operation. Since the Colombo Declaration, there
had been an unprecedented debate and activity
in United Nations forums. The Commission re-
called the Colombo Declaration, which upheld
the principle of national independence and self-
reliance in economic and social development and

the need for increased co-operation among the
countries on the basis of equality and mutual
benefit. The Declaration on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order and the re-
lated Programme of Action had also called for a
new orientation in international economic rela-
tionships. Some delegations stressed that the
evolution of a new international economic order
could best be achieved through a process of full
dialogue, compromise and consensus. In that
context, the Commission envisaged the role of
ESCAP as that of finding the most appropriate
and fitting solution to the needs of the Asia and
Pacific region in the global context; it should
supplement global activities and obtainassistance
through them.

43. The Commission commended the compre-
hensive presentation of the mid-term review and
appraisal, contained in document E/CN.11{412,
Corr.1 and 2, which reflected a careful and
thorough preparation, especially in its very de-
tailed documentation and analyses of the most
urgent problems in the region which had affected
development. It considered that the mid-term
review provided a valuable basis for the formula-
tion and evaluation of future development poli-
cies, programmes and perspectives.

44. The Commission noted with concern that
the deteriorating international economic condi-
Hions had continued to exert a profound and ad-
verse influence on the region, and that the cur-
rent situation for many countries in the region
was far more critical than was the case the pre-
vious year. The world-wide food shortages, the
high prices of essential commodities and inputs,
widespread inflation accompanied by recession
in many developed market economies, the recur-
rent instability of the international monetary
system, the energy situation, falling prices of
raw materials and the danger of renewed trade
protectionism had all seriously impeded the deve-
lopment process. For a number of countries, in-
cluding several regional countries, the previous
year had been a struggle for survival and, unless
drastic corrective action was taken, the very
survival of millions of people would be in jeo-
pardy. The Commission therefore stressed that
the most seriously affected countries should con-
tinue to receive special assistance under the
Special Programme of the United Nations Emer-
gency Fund, and that such assistance should be
intensified.

45. One delegation from a war-torn country ex-
pressed the view that ESCAP and the countries of
the world should have special consideration for
the socio-economic development of the war-torn
countries in the region.

46. The Commission found the record of
achievement of the developing countries in the
ESCAP region to be uneven. Some of them had
achieved, or had come close to achieving, the
annual rate of growth established by the Second
United Nations Development Decade; their con-
tinued growth prospects were, however, vitally
dependent on their export performance. Lower
growth rates were recorded for countries with
massive populations living at the subsistence
level; however, many of them had built up, over
a period of time and against heavy odds, a signi-
ficant capacity for future growth. Some progress
had been achieved in the field of social develop-



ment, particularly in health and education. It was
nonettheless woefully short of the growing require-
ments.

417. The delegation from the People's Republic
of China stated that, since the sixth special ses-
sion of the United Nations General Assembly,
the developing countries in the Asia and Pacific
region had deepened their struggle against im-
perialism and hegemonism in the economic sphere
and steadily strengthened their unity and co-
ordination in the struggle. During the previous
year, they had made vigorous effortsandachieved
gratifying progress in controlling and protecting
their national resources, securing reasonable
prices for their raw materials, expanding their
export markets, improving their international
balance of payments, developing their agriculture,
and building and developing their industry, there-
by gradually changing their lopsided single-
product economy and developing a self-reliant
national economy. They were uniting with the
developing countries in other regions to form
an irresistible force, working for a change in the
old international economic order, based on co-
lonialist, imperialist and hegemonic exploitation,
plunder and control, and for the establishment
of a new international economic order.

48. The Commission viewed with grave con-
cern the food shortages intheregion, particularly
in some parts of south Asia where they were of
alarming proportions. It noted that, in fact, al-
most all developing ESCAP countries had so far
fallen short of the Second United Nations Develop-
ment Decade growth target of 4 per cent for the
agricultural sector, while the population of Asia
was growing at an annual rate of more than 2 per
cent. It was imperative to make determined
efforts fundamentally to adjust the imbalance
between agricultural production and population
growth. While scarcity had developed inimported
agricultural inputs, unstable climatic conditions
had continued to plagueagricultural performance.
Increased attention should be paid to rainfed
agriculture as well as dry farming. The parti-
cipation of small farmers and landless labourers
in the process of economic growth and in the
distribution of economic gains needed to be en-
sured. Scarce imported inputs should be allocated
by national authorities so that small farmers
might derive the maximum benefit. At the same
time, greater reliance should be placed on lo-
cally available inputs. Continuing efforts would
have to be made to bring about the necessary
institutional changes.

49. The Commission noted with appreciation
the follow-up action on its resolution at the
Colombo session concerning the establishment
of a world fertilizer fund. It welcomed the dec-
laration of the Government of Iran that it would
be prepared to assist financially in the creation
of a new and economically justified fertilizer
capacity in the countries bordering on the Indian
Ocean in order to meet local and regional needs;
in addition to its extensive programme for fer-
tilizer production, the Government of Iran was
also prepared to enter into bilateral arrange-
ments to expand the fertilizer industries.

50. The Commission noted with approval the
many interrelated activities proposed in the work
programme as a multidisciplinary attack on the
continuing problems of agricultural stagnation

and food shortages, and it endorsed the pro-
gramme of work in the priority areas that had
been presented to the session. It was proposed
to take ‘action at the regional level to solve
the neglected problem of increasing the produc-

- tion of coarse grains and pulses in the region.

Initial steps had already been takeninassociation
with UNIDO in the field of chemical fertilizers
to seek new and mutually advantageous production-
cum-trade arrangements, which would be worked
out between the oil-exporting and fertilizer-deficit
countries of the region. Methods for the improved
utilization and processing of organic manures
were also to be studied in co-operation with FAO
in the light of the experience gained in the region.
It was also suggested that co-operation among
the countries in the region would be useful in the
production and distribution of other agricultural
inputs like pesticides.

511 The Commission stressed the importance
of food security arrangements for emergency
needs, and the need for the poor to have a share
in available food supplies at reasonable prices.
Food imports were secured in the context of a
declining trend in food aid, low global stocks
and high prices. In the context of the global ar-
rangements undertaken by FAO for food security,
massive food aid to the most seriously affected
countries of the region, supplemented by other
external assistance, would be most urgent. While
many delegations stressed that arrangements for
regional food security should form part of the
global arrangements, one delegation requested
the Executive Secretary to take steps towards the
establishment of a food bank on a regional and
subregional basis. In that connexion, the Com-
mission welcomed the increase in the value and
quantum of food aid announced in 1975 by some
important donors of food aid and the increased
aid forthcoming for agricultural projects. It also
considered the early establishment and operation
of the International Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment to be vital.

52. The Commission noted that, inthe develop-
ing countries of Asia and the Pacific, industrial
production had registered a modest increase. In
the export-based developing economies, where
industrial production had registered a sizable
increase, the phasing-out of the commodity boom
was beginning to have adverse effects on the
growth of industrial output. Industrial growth,
based on the export of manufactured goods, faced
not only difficulties from the rising cost of im-
ports but also recessionary trends in developed
market economies. The Commission observed
that the strategies of industrialization had neces-
sarily to be drawn up by countries in the light
of their own characteristics. However, greater
efforts should be devoted to the fuller utilization
of excess capacity in all the developing ESCAP
countries.

g3 The Commission endorsed the Declaration
of the Ministers of Industry of the developing
countries of the Asia and Pacific region, adopted
at the ESCAP Special Preparatory Meeting for
the Second General Conference of UNIDO, held
at Bangkok in October 1974, on "Industrialization
in the Asia and Pacific region: principles and
programmes of action". Some delegations re-
iterated in the plenary session their reserva-
tions on the said Declaration made at the Pre-
paratory Meeting. The Declaration called for



the intensification of co-operative arrangements
among developing countries within the region and
outside and for new patterns of co-operation
between the developing and developed countries.
It noted the emphasis placed on the creation of
adequate job opportunities for securing the ends
of social justice through the promotion of the
small-scale industry sector.

54. With a view to overcoming one of the main
obstacles to rapid industrialization and in pur-
suance of a new strategy of development in
developing countries, the development of selected
non-conventional sources of energy, including
bio-gas, had been chosen as a priority project
for immediate implementation, and the Com-
mission expressed its support in that connexion.

55: The Commission stressed that the adapta-
tion of modern technology and the indigenous
development of products and processes suitable
for local resources endowment were vital to self-
reliant growth. Contributing to the rising costs
of development had been the uncritical use of
imported technologies, together with the costs
of "know-how" licensing and patents. Research
undertaken in certain developing countries had
already given indications that an intermediate
technology suited to their existing stage of deve-
lopment could emerge out of their traditional and
modern methods. The experience of an ESCAP
member country in the decentralized, small-
scale reorganization of the traditionally large-
scale machine-building industry provided valuable
guidance. Regional co-operation was becoming a
viable alternative to dependence on certain ex-
clusive sources of expertise.

56. The Commission noted with appreciation
the offer from the Government of India of facili-
ties for the setting up of a regional centre for
the transfer of technology. The need for sucha
centre to stimulate the development, adaptation,
absorption and transfer of technologies appro-
priate to the local environment had long been
felt. The offer from the Government of India was
a specific step forward in fulfilling such a need.
The Commission urged the Executive Secretary
to convene a group of regional experts to make
a feasibility study on the proposal to establish
a regional centre for the transfer of technology
in India and to prepare a project report for a
decision at the following Commission session.

57. With respect to the problems of land-
locked and developing island countries in the
region, the Commission noted that in general
their performance and that of their aid donors
since the beginning of the Second United Nations
Development Decade suggested that further
efforts were necessary to overcome the special
disabilities arising from their geographical situa-
tion. The expansion and diversification of trade
were essential for the rapid growth of all those
countries. In that context, the Commission wel-
comed the conelusion of a new transit agreement
between Iran and Afghanistan. A view was ex-
pressed by a land-locked country that assistance
should be designed to increase its absorptive
capacity, and the Commission supported the im-
plementation of the programme providing for the
training of personnel from Governments and the
business community in the field of economic
development and trade promotion. The Commis-
sion was pleased to note the growing co-operation

between ESCAP and the South Pacific Bureau of
Economic Co-operation. A suggestion was made
for the establishment at ESCAP of a separate
committee on transit facilities. Several delega-
tions suggested the creation within the secretariat
of a unit for Pacific island countries as well as
exploring the feasibility of establishing a South
Pacific regional development bank.

58. . The Commission noted that progress inthe
region in the development of infrastructure, es-
pecially transport and communications, had re-
mained uneven during the first half of the Decade.
The Commission stressed in particular the need
for the development of feeder roads in the con-
text of integrated rural development and the
priority areas of food and agriculture. It also
emphasized the need for intensified efforts to
develop shipping and ports in the region. Ade-
quate statistical development and services were
urgently needed for the implementation of such
programme and projects.

59. The Commission stressed the importance
of the development of shipping in the region
and expressed the view that there were ample
opportunities for regional co-operation that would
benefit all the member countries.

60. The Commission noted with concern that
almost all the ESCAP developing countries were
faced with growing deficits in trade and pay-
ments. Although exports had registered impres-
sive gains, the trade gap had widened because
of the soaring prices of essential imports. In
that connexion, it further noted the statement of
a developing country on discriminatory price
policies in such an essential commodity as fer-
tilizers to the effect that prices had registered
a steep increase out of all proportion tothe price
increase in the raw material component, and that
the exporting countries charged prices much
higher than those charged to their own domestic
CcOnsSumers.

61. The Commission also noted that the up-
surge in commodity prices had been short-lived;
the few exceptions might well be oil and certain
other non-renewable resources. Some of the
developing countries with export commodities
like tea and iron ore had not shared in the com-
modity boom. The Commission took note of the
extensive debate, stemming from the sixth special
session of the General Assembly, concerning a
better deal for raw material exports. Some dele-
gations observed that there were many areas
in which producers' communities in the ESCAP
region could play a useful role. They requested
that efforts in that direction be intensified in the
Asian Coconut Community, the Pepper Community
and the Association of Natural Rubber Producing
Countries. Some delegations thought thatitshould
also be possible to take similar co-operative
action in regard to other commodities of rele-
vance to the region. A delegation suggested that
speedier action for the establishment of Jute In-
ternational would be useful. Concerning oil, one
delegation recalled the proposal made by its
Government for the holding of an energy confer-
ence in order to open a dialogue between pro-
ducers and consumers that might lead to mutually
profitable concerted efforts.

62. The Commission noted that the long-run
stability of raw material prices was essential



to both consumers and producers for the forward-
planning of production and investment. Another
powerful inducement for the orderly expansion
of commodity production was the opportunity
given to any country to develop industries based
on its natural resources. The Commission em—
phasized that regional and subregional action on
commodities should complement and strengthen
the action needed at the international level through
the concerted efforts of both producer and con-
sumer countries. It took note of the ongoing work
by UNCTAD in the integrated programme for
commodities and supported the priority project
of the secretariat for the study of the feasibility
of further co-operative action on commodities in
the region.

63. The Commission emphasized that the ulti-
mate purpose of development was to provide op-
portunities for a better life to all sections of the
population. While there had been some progress
towards achieving the social goals set out in the
International Development Strategy, much re-
mained to be done. Development had to be brought
closer to the large mass of the poor people more
effectively than in the past. Emphasis should be
placed on rural development and land reforms
and on improving the standard of living of the
small farmers and landless labourers, who to-
gether constituted the overwhelming majority of
the population of the region. The Commission,
therefore, emphasized the importance of inte-
grating the rural population, including women and
youth, in the development process.

64. Noting the imbalance between economic and
social development and population growth, the
Commission stressed that the benefits of develop-
mental efforts would be steadily but surely eroded
without an effective population strategy. It was
pointed out that the gap between food production
and requirements was widening. The Commission
generally endorsed the recommendations of the
Regional Post-World Population Conference Con-
sultation, held at Bangkok in January 1975, as
set out in the document "Population strategy for
development". Emphasizing the interrelationship
between population and economic and social fac-
tors in development, the Commission endorsed
the work programme for 1975-1977, which aimed
at ensuring that the formulation and implementa-
tion of effective population policies and program-
mes were integral parts of the development
process.

65. The Commission observed that the spirit
behind the recent international efforts to provide
emergency aid to needy countries should animate
global development efforts to a greater degree.
The Commission welcomed the emphasis placed
by aid donors on large programmes which would
have a direct impact on the redistribution of in-
come in the poor countries. It also noted with
appreciation that, parallel with the assistance in
the creation of heavy industries, in geological
prospecting and in electric power production, the
CMEA member countries were co-operating with
some developing countries inother manufacturing
industries and agriculture.

66. While some countries had increased their
official development assistance in the previous
year, and expressed their intention of increasing
aid flows in the following years, the Commission
expressed its concern at the non-fulfilment of the

targets for ODA. Out of the ongoing international
deliberations, the Commission hoped thatanearly
political decision would emerge on the link and
enhanced credit facilities in favour of developing
countries, including the recycling of 'oil money'.
The Commission noted that, while the terms
applied to credit facilities were moderate enough
in the context of the inflationary situationin1974,
they might well prove harder than some countries
could bear. It was to be hoped that whatever forms
of credit finally emerged would be on terms soft
enough to avoid situations of unmanageable in-

. debtedness.

67. The Commission welcomed the statement by
the Government of Iran that its bilateral and mul-
tilateral commitments had now reached $US 10.5
billion, constituting 8 per cent of the GNP. The
Commission noted with appreciation that the es-
tablishment of a neutral international development
fund, proposed by His Imperial Majesty the Sha-
henshah Aryamehr of Iran as a means of aug-
menting financial resources for development, had
been included in the Plan of Action of the Group
of 77, which met at Algiers in February 1975.

68. The Commission emphasized that inter-
national co-operation in the form of reductions
in barriers te developing countries' exports would
be consistent with the efforts of developing coun-
tries to promote self-reliance. It noted the re-
cent developments in GATT on the carrying for-
ward of the multilateral tradenegotiations, parti-
cularly the establishment of groups on tropical
products, agriculture, tariffs, and non-tariffbar-
riers by the Trade Negotiations Committee. The
Commission also noted the progress made with
respect to the generalized scheme of preferences
and the arrangements concluded by EEC with
many developing countries, including some in the
region. Many delegations stressed the need for
further progress regarding access to markets
for the exports of developing countries and for
the formulation and speedy implementation of
adequate adjustment measures to facilitate im-
ports from developing countries, including the
least developed countries.

69. The Commission stressed thatco-operation
among developing countries, establishing new pro-
duction and trade relationships, was vital to their
attainment of self-reliance. In that respect, it
welcomed the establishment of the Asian Clearing
Union and the Asian Rice Trade Fund, and noted
that negotiations for the expansion of intraregional
trade had continued with increasing success In-
traregional co-operation had a vital role to play
in the development of processing industries, par-
ticularly in overcoming the difficulties of limited
markets. It noted that such efforts had met so
far with only partial success and urged that the
full benefits should be reaped from such an ap-
proach.

70. The Commission endorsed the growing con-
cern of the world with the proper utilization and
development of natural resources.and emphasized
the need for an integrated approach to human
problems in the context of environment. Hope
was expressed that the regional preparatory
meeting to be held inIran would provide important
recommendations for Habitat-1976, to be held at
Vancouver in 1976.

71. The Commission endorsed the integrated
programme of work and priorities, 1975-1977,



and welcomed the changes in the format of the
programme of work, drawn up in close consul-
tation with the member Governments through the
Advisory Committee of Permanent Representa-
tives. It urged the Executive Secretary to con-
tinue to place increasing emphasison the projects
in priority areas identified at the Colombo session.
In particular, the Commission approved the se-
lection of several priority projects for imme-
diate implementation, and urged the Governments
of the member countries concerned to extend
their fullest possible co-operation in the early
and successful completion of the projects.

72. The Commission noted with approval that
the projects had been chosen on the basis of ur-
gency, resources availability, interdisciplinary
approach, and maximum possible impact in the
near future. It urged the Executive Secretary to
keep the work programme under constant review
to select only those projects which satisfied the
above criteria. It welcomed the proposed esta-
blishment of a progress evaluation and moni-
toring unit in the secretariat.

73. The Commission made several specific
amendments and additions to the programme of
work. It was decided that the work programme
should, in the near future, be revised in consul-
tation with the Advisory Committee of Permanent
Representatives to fully reflect those and -other
suggestions made during discussions at the Com=-
mission session, particularly on agenda item 5.
The tentative calendar of meetings, 1975-1976,
would also be revised to the necessary extent.

74. The Commission welcomed the steps taken
towards the rationalization of the conference
structure of ESCAP and the streamlining of the
secretariat to ensure flexibility and an efficient
response to newly emerging tasks. In that con-
nexion, the Commission urged donor countries
and organizations to enlarge their extrabudgetary
contributions so as to enable the Executive Secre-
tary expeditiously to carry out the programme of
work in priority areas. It expressed the hope
that ESCAP would soon be designated executing
agency for UNDP regional projects in order to
further facilitate the speedy and effective imple-
mentation of priority programmes.

o
(XXXI) containing the New Delhi Declaration:
Regional Contribution to the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order.

76. The delegation of Afghanistan reserved its
position with regard to operative paragraph 6 of
the New Delhi Declaration contained in resolu-
tion 154 (XXXI) in view of the fact that the words
vor between" and "as appropriate’ continued to
be retained in the second and last lines respec-
tively of that operative paragraph.

Consideration of activities

Eeonomic and social development

77 In reviewing activities in the field of eco-
nomic and social development, the Commission
had before it documents E/CN.11/1202, E/CN.11/
1190, E/CN.11/L.409, and E/CN.11/L.413.

78. The Commission, in its review and apprai-
sal of the economic and social progress made in
the region during the first half of the Second

The Commission adopted resolution 154 '
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United Nations Development Decade, took note of
the report of the Committee on Economic Plan-
ning, identifying the major problems facing the
countries of the region, setting out the develop-
ment issues of major importance at the national,
regional and international levels, and making
policy recommendations on the over-all strategy
for development. It endorsed the Committee's
recommendations concerning its change of name
to the "Committee on Development Planning",
and noted the desire of some delegations for an
increase in the frequency of meetings and the
convening of more intergovernmental expertgroup
meetings. Some other delegations, however, were
in favour of maintaining the existing conference
structure as defined in resolution 143 SXXX).
It was decided that the question would be looked
into by the Advisory Committee of Permanent
Representatives before the following Commission
session.

79. The Commission expressed support for the
increasing emphasis placed by the secretariat,
both in its documentation and work programme,
on the importance of a unified approach todevelop-
ment planning. It was stressed that it was im-
possible to grasp the plurality of development
issues by means of any single indicator, and that
the trends of several significant indicators had
to be followed; such a policy called for the em-
ployment of experienced planners and the collec-
tion and rearrangement of related data.

80. The Commission stressed that the in-
creased participation of the mass of the people
in plan formulation and implementation at the
local and national levels was a vital component
of development, and that such participation should
be ensured in the development process.

81. The Commission welcomed the growing
emphasis placed in development efforts on the
elimination of mass poverty. In the finalanalysis,
each country must find its own solution to the
problem as the extent and nature of poverty
yaried from country to country. However, the
redistribution of income and wealth and changes
in the economic and social structures so as to
remove the glaring disparities existing in many
countries of the region could form the basis of
a common solution to that problem. The Com-
mission emphasized that the programmes to eli-
minate poverty could and should contribute to the
process of growth; they should aim not only at
a redistribution of the existing national product
but also at increasing its level at the same time.

82. The Commission endorsed the integrated
programme of work for 1975-1977 in the field of
economic development and planning. Although
appreciative of the work done by the secretariat,
including the Seminar on the Mobilization of Pri-
vate Savings, it felt that further substantial work
could be usefully undertaken by the secretariatin
the following areas: (a) rural and urban employ-
ment, (b) removal of poverty, (c) development of
backward areas, and (d) mobilization of rural
savings. The problems in those areas had to be
identified and their dimensions quantified with a
view to recommending the necessary integrated
institutional framework and policy instruments.

83. Several delegations described a variety of
measures and policies adopted by their respective
countries in the interests of social progress,



which reflected the concept of economic growth
with social justice. Such measures included: the
extension of social services inthe fields of health,
education, employment and welfare; the parti-
cipation of youth and women; and integrated
rural development programmes aimed at achiev-
ing a better distribution or redistribution of in-
come and development benefits, more particularly
in favour of the poorestsections of the community.

84. The Commission noted with appreciation
the current activities in the field of youth develop-
ment through leadership and technical training
courses for youth workers in various fields of
youth policy, and the programmes aimed at en-
hancing their skills and capacity for contributing
to the over-all national development. A number
of delegations referred to the national efforts
being made in that respect in order to integrate
the younger generation, including girls, in the
development process.

85. The Commission unanimously recalled
General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) pro-
claiming the year 1975 International Women's
Year, and invited all member countries urgently
to undertake the programmesandactivities called
for in that resolution with a view to enhancing
the role and contribution of women in the develop-
ment process. It was stressed that the exclusion
of women and youth from the development pro-
cess meant that a large proportion of the popula-
tion was not involved in development or benefit-
ing from it. Several delegations reported the
establishment of high-level national committees,
whose purpose was to plan, implement, review
and promote such women's activities during and
beyond 1975.

86. The Asian Plan for the Integration of Wo-
men in the Development Process, forming part
IV of document E/CN.11/1202, was endorsed as
a realistic and appropriate proposal, and it was
suggested that the Asian Plan be integrated with-
in the global Plan of Action which would be dis-
cussed and approved at the Conference of the
International Women's Year, to be convened by
the United Nations at Mexico in June/July 1975.

87. It was further recommended that a pro-
gramme for the development of women, similar
to the ECA programme in existence since 1971,
be established at ESCAP, and that specific pro-
grammes and activities for young girls form an
integral part of such a plan. The plan might cover
an initial period of 10 years, after which it could
be phased out.

88. In that connexion, the Commission noted
with appreciation the statement of Iran in the
plenary session, concerning the hosting ofa train-
ing, research and information centre, which would
be a regional institution of ESCAP, undertaking
technical assistance activities for the benefit of
member countries aimed at the fuller integration
of women in all fields of development. The centre
would initially be concerned with the collection
and dissemination of data and information on
existing programmes and policies in member
countries with a view to assisting them in evol-
ving new strategies and action-oriented research
to promote a more active role for women in
development.

89. The Israeli delegation stated that it was
prepared to increase its extrabudgetary assis-
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tance to ESCAP through the award of five fellow-
ships and the assignment of two experts/con-
sultants under the Asian Plan, and could offer
further training facilities at its own national
centre for plan implementation, if so desired.

90. In the context of the International Women's
Year and the Asian Plan, the Commission adopted
resolution 157 (XXXI) on a Regional Plan of Ac-
tion for the Enhancement of the Role of Women
in Development. In its resolution, the Commission
urged member Governments to include in their
development plans and programmes projects de-
signed to train and equipwomen tomakea greater
contribution to, and become more fully inte-
grated in, the social and economic development
of the nation, and to establish as a priority mea-
sure and in the spiritofthe International Women's
Year appropriate national machinery for ‘that
purpose. It also requested the Executive Secre-
tary to undertake the early implementation of the
Asian Plan, and to seek the necessary financial
and staff resources to establish a research and
information centre in Iran for achieving the re-
gional objectives of the Plan.

Food and agriculture

91. The Commission considered the problems
of food and agriculture in the ESCAP region and
took note of the activities of the secretariat in
the field of food and agriculture as set out in the
following documents: consideration of activities
in the field of food and agriculture (E/CN.11/
1205 and Corr.1); report on progress in respect
of selected projects in priority areas (E/CN.11/
1206, annex I); report of the Expert Group Meet-
ing on Regional Co-operation in the Production of
Coarse Grains and Pulses in the ESCAP Region;
follow-up action on the decisions and recommen-
dations of the World Food Conference gE/CN.ll/
1207); and the integrated programme of work and
priorities, 1975-1977 (E/CN.11/L.413, pp. 1-13).

92. -The Commission expressed its grave con-
cern at the unsatisfactory performance of the
agriculture sector in many countries of the region
and, in particular, in most of the developing
member countries. The growth rate of agricul-
tural production of the region as a whole was
estimated to be negative in spite of the great
efforts made by the countries. The Commission
emphasized the urgency of increasing food pro-
duction in the member countries, and reiterated
the need for ESCAP to accord high priority to
that field.

93. Recognizing that the region as a whole was
a net importer of foodgrains and of major agri-
cultural requisites such as fertilizers, the Com-
mission expressed its serious concern at the
rise in prices of both imported foodgrains and
agricultural requisites, which had placed a con-
siderable burden on the foreign exchange re-
sources of many importing countries. The efforts
of such countries to achieve economic and social
development had in consequence received a
serious setback. Some member countries which
exported foodgrains were also adversely affected
by the increase in prices and the shortages of
agricultural requisites.

94, The unsatisfactory performance of agri-
cultural production in the region, and in parti-



cular of food production, had been aggravated by
unfavourable climatic conditions, insufficientuti-
lization of modern agricultural technology, in-
adequate supply of the necessary agricultural
requisites, and slow progress in agrarianreform
and in the reform of the rural socio-economic
structure. It was therefore considered essential
to vigorously initiate remedial measures. The
Commission emphasized the need for an imagi-
native implementation of the work programme
regarding the increased supply of agricultural
requisites with a view to stabilizing and expand-
ing food supplies. Attention was drawn to the
comprehensive nature of such requisites, which
should include all those factors necessary for
production, such as fertilizers and pesticides,
irrigation water, mechanization, agricultural
credits, farm management and incentive policies.
It was urged that serious consideration be given
to the fuller utilization of labour resources by
the creation of new employment opportunities
through measures such as agricultural diversi-
fication, the adoption of improved technology and
integrated rural development programmes, and
by the provision of adequate incentive measures
so that the mass of the population might effec-
tively participate in the development process.

95. The Commission expresseditsappreciation
of the progress achieved in the project on re-
gional co-operation in the production of coarse
grains and pulses. It noted with appreciation the
findings and recommendations of the Expert Group
convened at Bangkok in December 1974 and urged
the secretariat to take the vigorous follow-up
action required and to report on its progress to
the Committee on Agricultural Development at
its first session. Many delegations stressed the
importance of coarse grains and pulses, which
were sometimes referred to as inferior food
Crops.

96. Noting that coarse grains and pulses,
generally grown in dry soil under rainfed condi-
tions, were relatively cheap and constituted an
important food resource of the low-income
groups, the Commission stressed the importance
of technical co-operation among the member
countries of the region for the purpose of pro-
moting the production of such grains, which in
past years had received little attention. Some of
those crops contributed to foreign exchange
earnings through export as feedgrain. Improve-
ments in both domestic and international market-
ing for such crops would induce further develop-
ment in that direction. Such grains might also
provide a possible link between agriculture and
the processing industries.

97. The Commission welcomed the establish-
ment of the Asian Rice Trade Fund asa legal en-
tity as from December 1974 with the membership
of Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka.

98. The Commission was informed of the deci-
sions and the recommendations of the Board of
Directors of the Asian Rice Trade Fund, which
were made at its first session held in February
1975. The decision concerning the more effective
operation of the Fund deserved serious attention
and further study. In such a study, the scope,
functions and eligibility of members should be
emphasized in order to facilitate co-operation of
other ESCAP member countries with the Fund.
Some delegations suggested in that connexion
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that a study be made of the possibility of expand-
ing the future role of the Fund within the frame-
work of the International Undertaking on World
Food Security.

99. Recognizing the importance of the systema-
tic collection, maintenance and improvement of
basic and up-to-date data on the food and agri-
culture situation in the region and the dissemina-
tion of suchinformation among member countries,
the Commission urged the secretariat to formu-
late suitable regional measures which would
complement the global efforts being undertaken
by FAO in that field.

100. Noting that the first session of the newly
established Committee on Agricultural Develop-
ment was tentatively scheduled for August/
September 1975, the Commission approved the
outline of the provisional agenda to be discussed
at that session. It expressed its appreciation of
the offer made by the Government of Indonesia
to host the first session of the Committee on
Agricultural Development in Indonesia, and ac-
cepted it

101. The Commission was informed that the work
programme of the World Food Council would be
formulated by the Council at its first session, to
be held in June 1975. It felt that any effective
regional action required in pursuance of the
World Food Conference decisions and recom-
mendations could only be made after the World
Food Council had elaborated its world-wide pro-
gramme. It recommended that the results of that
session be taken fully into consideration in the
formulation of effective regional follow-up action
at the first session of the ESCAP Committee on
Agricultural Development.

102. The Commission noted the merit of the
recommendation made by the FAO Regional Con-
ference at its twelfth session, held the previous
year, that the servicing of the Committee be ef-
fected in close collaboration with the FAO re-
gional office.

103. The Commission, noting the immensity and
gravity of the food and agricultural problems of
the region, emphasized the need for and the pos—
sibility of initiating practical projects which
could be undertaken most profitably by ESCAP
at the regional level through intercountry co-
operation. It considered that the programime
components and specific activities included inthe
integrated programme of work and priorities for
1975-1977, and in particular the programme for
the development of food and agriculture, were
eminently suitable for regional action and would
be consistent with the general global policies
adopted at the World Food Conference. The Com-
mission approved the programme of work and
activities for 1975-1977 and recommended that,
in implementing the programme of work, close
co-ordination and co-operation be maintained with
the work being undertaken in related fields by
other international and regional organizations, in
particular by FAO.

104. The Commission noted the efforts so far
made by the Executive Secretary to strengthen
the joint ESCAP/FAO Agriculture Division, and
urged further action on those lines to enable the
Division effectively to implement its programme
of work. In that connexion, the Commission ex-



pressed its appreciation of the offer of continued
financial assistance made by the Government of
Japan for the 1975 fiscal year for that purpose
and also of the offers made by a number of other
Governments to co-operate in various fields of
activity of the joint ESCAP/FAO Agriculture
Division

Trade

105. The Commission generally endorsed the
report of the Committee on Trade on its eigh-
teenth session (E/CN.11/1186), which reviewed
the recent developments in trade, trade policies,
and shipping and ocean freight rates within and
outside the region, as well as activities in those
fields. It attached considerable importance to the
current multilateral trade negotiations under
GATT. The hope was expressed that the negotia-
tions would provide a solution to some of the
developing countries' trade problems, including
the dwindling share of the developing countries
in world trade, as reflected in the Tokyo Decla-
ration.

106. The Commission heard with interest the
statement of the representative of GATT on the
arrangements made for the commencement of
the substantive phase of the negotiations, parti-
cularly the current work programmes of the
groups on tropical products, tariffs, non-tariff
measures and agriculture, established within the
Trade Negotiations Committee. It noted that
technical assistance would continue to be pro-
vided by ESCAP, in co-operation with UNGTAD,
UNDP and GATT, to the developing ESCAP coun-
tries in their preparatory work so as to enable
them to secure the maximum benefits from the
negotiations. The assistance included a regional
seminar at the technical level, scheduled for
April/May 1975, to be followed by another semi-
nar for semnior policy-level officials. Advisory
services were available upon request to the
developing ESCAP countries.

107. Many delegations pointed out that a number
of commodities of interest to the countries of
the region had not benefited from the recent eco-
nomic boom. A large number of countries still
depended upon the export of commodities. The
efforts made in various consultations held under
the umbrella of UNCTAD and FAO had not yielded
significant results in the shape of improvement
in prices or access to markets. - They therefore
suggested a new integrated approach to the com-
modity problems and the formation of commodity
communities or producers' associations, as ap-
propriate. The communities should try to secure
prices remunerative to the producers and fair
to the consumers, and take up research, develop-
ment and improvement of the marketing distri-
bution system in that connexion. It was hoped
that such an integrated approach would be studied
through the concerted efforts of both producing
and consuming countries.

108. The Commission welcomed the recent
establishment of the Asian Clearing Union and
expressed its thanks to the Government of Iran
for providing host facilities. The hope was ex-
pressed that more countries would soon join the
Union. The Commission expressed its apprecia-
tion of the expert services made available to the
secretariat by the Government of Japan in 1974
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and also of the offer of Japan to continue giving
such expert assistance in 1975. The Commission
felt that further efforts should be made toachieve
closer regional monetary co-operation and, in
that connexion, the secretariat was requested to
accelerate its work on the creation of an Asian
reserve bank.

109. The Commission endorsed the work of the
Trade Negotiations Group within the framework
of the Asian Trade Expansion Programme, which
provided for trade negotiations among the deve-
loping ESCAP countries. It noted that intensive
technical preparations and increased efforts would
be required at both the national and the regional
levels if the first round of negotiations was to be
completed in 1975. The Commission stressed the
need to assist the developing countries in pro-
moting schemes of subregional and regional trade
and economic co-operation.

110. During the discussions on the generalized
system of preferences (GSP), many countries
reiterated the views on the generalized system
of non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory pre-
ferences in favour of developing countries which
were expressed by the Committee on: Trade at
its eighteenth session. The Commission wel-
comed the improvements made in the schemes of
EEC and Japan, and the introduction of the
scheme of Canada. It noted the legislative action
taken by the United States, which would enable
the United States scheme to become operative by
approximately the autumn of 1975. The Commis-
sion further noted the statement of the United
States representative that some legislative pro-
visions contained elements which the United
States Administration had opposed. The hope was
expressed that the Administration would make
every effort to eliminate such elements before
the scheme came into operation.

111. -The preference-giving countries were
urged to take steps to liberalize their schemes
with regard to products falling in the BTN group
1 to 24 and other areas such as textiles, leather
products and handicrafts in which the developing
countries had scope for trade expansion.

112. In the multilateral trade negotiations which
had just started, delegations from developing
countries suggested deeper tariffcuts on products
of interest to them, which should not be included
in the exception list. They suggested that such
concessions be extended, where necessary, by
the opening of new tariff headings and also on a
non-reciprocal basis. They also suggested that
the countries of the region interested in a group
of commodities or products be allowed to pre-
sent joint lists. They further suggested main-
tenance of margins of tariff preferences under
GSP or, where that was not possible, corres-
ponding improvements in GSP through advance
implementation or enlargement of quotas. They
generally suggested the advance implementation
of commitments in favour of developing countries
and the strengthening of part IV of GATT by pro-
viding for binding commitments and of a provi-
sion for preferential treatment in favour ofdeve-
loping countries.

113. The developing countries, itwas suggested,
should be given every encouragement toestablish
industries based on their natural resources and
endowments. The developing countries expressed



132. With regard to the Asian Industrial Survey,
the Commission noted that the meeting of plan-
ners was to be held in May 1975 to consider the
proposed "packages" for co-operation. In view of
its importance, the intensification of follow-up
work on that project was strongly urged.

133. -The Commissionappreciated the usefulness
of the Seminar on Foreign Investment and-Tax
Administration. It observed that foreign invest-
ment within the framework of a country'snational
policies could continue to play a useful role in
the industrialization of developing countries.
However, it was observed that, unless subjected
to an enlightened policy control, foreign capital
could prove costly and unhelpful to industrial
growth. Some delegations stressed the need for
a forum to examine and review the investment
and taxation policies of the developing countries
of the region. 4

134. The Commission considered the report of
the Special Preparatory Meeting for the Second
General Conference of UNIDO and took note of
the Declaration prepared by the Ministers of
Industry of the developing countries of the Asia
and Pacific region and subsequently adopted, with
reservations by certain delegations, at the Pre-
paratory Meeting for presentation at the Lima
Conference. It observed that the Declaration had
dealt in a comprehensive manner with the pro-
blems confronting the ESCAP region and endorsed
its contents, which reflected the reasonabledesire
of the developing countries to accelerate the pace
of their industrial growth. Some of the developed
countries, however, expressed reservations with
regard to certain proposals and concepts con-
tained in the Declaration. Some other developed
countries noted that, while they regarded the
Declaration as a generally fair and balanced
statement of the region's needs, they would have
appreciated the opportunity to contribute to its
preparation.

135. The Commission noted that the serious
imbalance in the structure of industrialization,
international finance and trade between developed
and developing countries, particularly with re-
gard to industrial processing and the utilization
of the natural resources of the developing coun-
tries to their detriment, could be corrected only
by the setting up of new mechanisms and prac-
tices for meaningful co-operation between and
among the developing and developed countries.
The Commission agreed that efforts should be
intensified through the promotion of national
capacities and capabilities to enable the deve-
loping countries of the region to increase sub-
stantially their share of the world industrial out-
put. In that connexion, it noted the Declaration of
the Ministers of Industry of the developing coun-
tries of the Asia and Pacific region concerning
the increase in their share of the world industrial
output from the current 2.7 per cent to about 10
per cent by the end of the century. In that regard,
it was urged that every effort be made by mem-
ber countries to formulate realistic policies
aimed at achieving the above-mentioned targets.

136. As the Declaration constituted the unani-
mous desire of the developing countries to usher
in a new international economic order, it was
urged that early steps be taken to examine ways
and means of implementing the Declaration, in-
cluding the plan of action incorporated therein
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and those recommendations of the Lima Con-
ference which might have relevance to the indus-
trial plans of the region. In that connexion, it was
suggested that the integrated programme of work
for 1975-1977 in the field of industry and techno-
logy be adjusted, to the extent necessary, to re-—
flect the conclusions of the Lima Conference,
and that such adjustments be submitted to the
new Committee on Industry, Housing and Tech-
nology at its first session, scheduled for Septem-
ber 1975.

137. The Commission welcomed the steps taken
by the Executive Secretary to establish a joint
ESCAP/UNIDO Industries Division, which would
strengthen co-operation between the two organi-
zations and enable the secretariat to play a more
effective and positive role. It was suggested that
the Division be considerably strengthened so that
it might shoulder its increasing tasks and res-
ponsibilities in the field of industry and techno-

logy.

138. The Commission heard a statement from
the representative of UNIDO regarding the pre-
parations being made for that body's Second
General Conference, to be held at Lima from 12
to 27 March 1975.

139. The representative of UNCTAD stated that
his organization would work closely with ESCAP
in matters connected with the transfer of tech-
nology and that it had set up a committee to look
into the possibilities of evolving an international
code of conduct to facilitate technology transfer
on easy terms. It was also observed that, since
the Declaration made by the Ministers of Industry
of the developing countries of the ESCAP region
envisaged substantial increases in the production
of manufactured and semi-manufactured products,
the implications of such increases with regard
to trade would need tobe studied ingreater detail.

140. With regard to housing, building and plan-
ning, the Commission noted with appreciation the
organization of a Roving Seminar on the Improve-
ment of Modular Co-ordination and Component
Building, the conducting of a Study Tour on Com-
prehensive Regional Planning and Development,
with special emphasis on rural settlements, and
the setting up of the Advisory Group on the Im-
provement of Slums and Sguatter Settlements,
which had conducted a study tour of India, Iran,
the Philippines, the Republic of Viet-Nam and
Sri Lanka.

141. The Commission, however, observed that,
in view of the growing relevance of housing to
industry and human environment and its benefits
to development, more detailed work should be
undertaken in that field with special reference
to the development of low-cost housing, rural
planning and city planning. The Commission also
urged the need to give attention to projects re-
lated to the improvement of rural housing and
the rehousing of squatters and slum-dwellers.
The Commission was gratified to learn that a
manual on the incorporation of environmental
considerations into plans for economic and social
development was completed and urged that it be
distributed to member countries and other inter-
national organizations as early as possible. It
also observed that, in view of the growing im-
portance of environment with specific reference
to industrialization, additional activities relevant



to developing countries in that area of work
should be undertaken.

142. The Commission noted with appreciation
the preparations being made for a preparatory
regional conference on human settlements, sche-
duled for June 1975 at.Teheran. -The regional
meeting would provide a useful opportunity for
mutual consultations on the special problems
faced by the developing countries with a view to
harmonization of their positions before the im-
portant policy discussions that would take place
during the Conference-Exposition on Human Set-
tlements to be held at Vancouver in 1976, which
would be known as Habitat-1976.

Transport and communications

143. -The Commission adopted the report of the
Transport and Communications Committee on
its twenty-third session and its work programme
(E/CN.11/1193) with the exception of the draft
terms of reference in respect of shipping con-
sidered under agenda item 7.

144. The Commission welcomed the continuing
periodic analytical reviews of national transport
development plans and programmes, with special
reference to the co-ordination and complemen-
tarity of all modes of transport and of investment
decisions. - There was a need to balance and
equate transportation policies with the national
wealth. Again, the need was felt for the equitable
allocation ofgovernment resources and assistance
as between infrastructure facilities and different
modes of transport of the over-all transportation
sector, based on economic, social and financial
feasibility considerations, in order to meet the
total transport needs of a country at a minimum
cost.

145. The Commission, in view of the increasing
importance of the railways, especially in the
context of the energy situation, recognized the
necessity of undertaking programmes for the
rehabilitation, modernization and augmentation of
the railway systems, track and traction, including
rolling stock.

146. It was noted that France was organizing
for the region a seminar-cum-study tour on
diesel traction and gas turbine traction in June
1975 and another on suburban transport in 1977,
while the USSR would be organizing in 1975 a
seminar-cum-study tour on the methods of train-
ing for engineers and technical personnel and the
establishment of scientific research in the field
of railway transport. Japan also offered to host
another railway seminar-cum-study tour on track
rehabilitation, construction and maintenance in
the fisecal year 1975.

147. Generous assistance had already been pro-
vided by the Governments of India, Japan, the
USSR and the International Union of Railways
(UIC; with regard to the general railway research
problems of the region. It was noted with appre-
ciation that Japan had sponsored a field mission
to identify railway research problems in Bangla-
desh and Thailand and, subject to their satisfactory
conclusion, would be prepared to send a few
experts again to other countries in 1975. It noted
India's offer to participate in the joint roving
missions of railway research experts. -The Re-
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search, Design and Standards Organization of the
Indian Railways (RDSO), with its considerable
experience and expertise, including design
research.and development, service engineering
and inspection, had already undertaken a number
of surveys in other developing countries within
and outside the region for the construction of
new railway lines and provided various types of

"consultancy services, including feasibility studies

on increase of speeds. It hoped that the newly
established consultancy organization of the Indian
railways would provide assistance to railway
administrations of the region. Noting the various
techno-economic studies on improved operation
and maintenance, especially the measures tocope
with the energy crisis, the Commission empha-
sized the need for research to assess the pro-
blems of the railway administrations in the field
and for identifying further areas of research to
ensure the optimum utilization of existing assets
with marginal expenditure.

148. The Commission noted with appreciation
the provision of technical support by UNDP for
the Trans-Asian Railway project, which, ithoped,
would be continued and expanded in the second
intercountry programme cycle of 1977-1981. It
expressed its gratitude for the surveys under-
taken by Japan on the railway electrification of
the Greater Karachi area, which had already
been completed, and for the offer of Japan to
further co-operate with interested countries in
the region by sending one or two survey teams
a year on railway projects, subject to the co-
ordination by ESCAP of the survey programme
with the recipient countries.

149. The Commission approved the 17 subpro-
jects of the Trans-Asian Railway as proposed by
the Committee. It was noted that one of the
subprojects related to the conversion and exten-
sion of the rail link between India and Nepal,
for which a preliminary survey had been com-
pleted in 1971 at the request of His Majesty's
Government of Nepal, and that further action on
this matter would be initiated on a bilateral
basis or by ESCAP, depending upon the request
and consent of the Governments concerned.

150. -The Commission endorsed the request of
Afghanistan for assistance not only for the de-
tailed studies and surveys but also for the actual
implementation of the missing links and spur
lines in Afghanistan.

151. 'The Commission welcomed the inclusion
in the work programme for 1975-1977 of work-
shops on (a) the economic and engineering aspects
of feeder roads and rural transport, (b) pavement
design and other related matters, and (c) traffic
engineering and highway safety, as wellas studies
on the improvement of the carrying capacity and
operational efficiency of rural road transport.
The need for providing assistance for the im-
provement and extension of the feeder road sys-
tems in the context of the problems of food and
agriculture was emphasized. There was a further
need to develop technology for the construction
of all-weather roads at low cost, using locally
available materials and labour-intensive tech-
niques, and for the improvement of their opera-
tional efficiency. ¥ - 5 1

152. The Commission welcomed the field sur-
veys and studies being undertaken on the techno-



economic aspects of international road transport
for passengers and goods in the western zone
of the Asian Highway, on the development of
administrative measures and regulations, and on
the removal of obstacles in the way of heavy
traffic flow. That was especially important in
view of the traffic potential, which tended to
become denser in countries of that subregion.

153. It was felt that, even after the merger of
the Asian Highway project with the Transport
and Communications Committee, assistance
should continue to be provided on a long-term
basis for the development of the highway projects.

154. The Commission noted the work undertaken
in the field of shipping, ports, containerization
and inland water transport for the development
of the national merchant marines and the im-
provement of their operational efficiency as well
as on the applicability of the barge-carrying sys-
tems with regard to the maritime traffic of the
region. In the context of a new economic order,
it was necessary to develop shipping facilities
within the countries of the region in order to
earn and save scarce foreign exchange and also
give a fillip to satellite industries in the field
of shipping. In that connexion, it was the view
of several delegations that the achievement of
those objectives would be better accomplished
if a separate Committee on Shipping were to be
established. The national shipping companies had
also to be encouraged to play a full partin the
development of shipping operations, including the
handling of their national traffic, and that would
also provide training to their nationals. It was
noted that India intended to sign and ratify at an
early date the United Nations Convention on the
Code of Conduct for Liner Conferences, and it
was hoped that other countries would take similar
action as a priority measure.

155. The Philippines had developed a 10-year
maritime industry development programme pro-
viding for the integrated and rationaldevelopment
of its maritime industry, including inter-island
shipping operations, shipbuilding and manpower
training. To support the programme, another
Philippines shipbuilding industry programme pro-
viding for the local construction of 334 vessels
had been developed with the aim of supplying 33
per cent of its shipping needs for the 10-year
period from 1975 to 1984. Owing to the heavy
investments involved, an investment programme
had been formulated based on foreign borrowings
and local sources to provide for the rational
replacement of inter-islandand ocean-going ships
consistent with the current or projected require-
ments of its national economy.

156. It was noted that advisory services were
being rendered for the improvement of the opera-
tional efficiency of ports, including the setting
up of primary port-performance indicators and
the rationalization of port-tariff structures. The
Commission urged the re-activation of the re-
gional dredging advisory services to assist the
member countries regarding the various aspects
of dredging problems at the ports as well as the
deployment and performance of dredgers already
in use. The Commission noted with gratitude the
offer of the Netherlands to consider the financing
of a dredging team from itsallocations to ESCAP.
It was hoped that other developed countries would
also provide additional experts to the team. It
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was urged that the counterparts of the recipient
countries be designated to facilitate the transfer
of technology.

157. It was hoped that assistance would be pro-
vided for the development of inland water trans-
port to the member countries of the region. In
that context, it was noted that India planned to
augment the fleet of the Central Inland Water
Transport Corporation through the addition and
replacement of tugs and barges.

158. The Commission expressed its gratitude
to the Government of the United Kingdom for the
provision through SITPRO (Simplification of Inter-
national Trade Procedures Board) of an expert,
who would visit a number of countries in the
region to promote the establishment of national
facilitation committees and provide assistance
on the simplification of documentation, as well
as for its offer to consider providing additional
expert assistance on such matters as aligned
documentation, basic automatic data-processing
and transmission standards. It expressed the
hope that national facilitation bodies would be
set up in the region to make the best use of such
advice and to develop distinct national solutions
in the context of regional facilitation efforts.

159. The Commission noted thatspecific studies
had been programmed on guidelines for the
preparation of national tourism master plans,
problems relating to the financing of tourism
development programmes, and the measures
necessary to increase the role of national tourist
organizations in the development of the industry.
In view of the increasingly important role of the
tourism industry in the economy of the developing
countries of the region, it urged the intensifica-
tion of efforts to implement the programme in
the field of tourism, including assistance for
professional training at national, subregional and
regional levels. It noted with interest that assis-
tance had been proposed for the co-ordination of
joint promotional and marketing programmes and
for the evaluation of the economic, cultural and
ecological impact of tourism on the countries of
the region.

160. Noting with satisfaction the rapid progress
achieved in the field of telecommunication in
the region, the Commission expressed its appre-
ciation of the enlarged technical assistance pro-
vided by ITU and ESCAP to the developing
countries of the region. However, because of the
prevailing inflation and the increasingly vital role
of that sector in the development strategy, it
was felt that a much higher priority and greater
allocation in their development plans should be
given to that sector by the countries of the region.
1t considered that ITU and ESCAP should continue
to provide technical assistance, as necessary,
in the fields of planning and management and, in
particular, for the introduction of new technolo-
gical improvements essential for promoting the
ever—increasing telecommunication needs of the
different services, including civil aviation, broad-
casting, tourism, newspapers, television relay
and data transmission. .

161. National training centres had been estab-
lished with the assistance of ITU and UNDP in
15 countries of the region, and it was felt that
such assistance should also be provided for the
establishment of similar centres in other coun-



fries such as Bangladesh, Burma and the Khmer
Republic. Expressing its appreciation of the offer
of India to provide training facilities to the
regional countries at the advanced-level training
centre recently established near Delhi under
the UNDP country programme, the Commission
further stressed the urgency of convening se-
minars on the latest technology as well as the
need for enlarged fellowshipprogrammes through
UNDP country and intercountry programmes.

162. The Commission noted the progress made
in the implementation of the Asian telecommuni-
cation network through the assistance and co-
ordination provided by the ESCAP/ITU Unit to
14 participating countries of the region, which
would enable the network to be completed in
1977-1978. It expressed its appreciation of the
bilateral assistance provided by India and Iran
in facilitating the expansion of the network
through Sri Lanka and Afghanistan respectively,
particularly with regard to the financing of the
various links of the network in those two coun-
tries, namely the Colombo-Madurai miero-wave
link and the Kabul-Kandhar-Herat and Kabul-
Jalalabad-Dalhousie micro-wave and troposcatter
links, for which two experts had been provided
by Japan.

163. The.Commission endorsed the early estab-
lishment of the Asian telecommunity with a view
to the successful operation of the telecommunica-
tion network of the region and the co-ordination
of the future regional telecommunication develop-
ment and settlement of telecommunication matters
susceptible of being treated on a regional basis.
It urged compliance with the time-frame of the
programme for the formulation of the statute of
the telecommunity by early 1976. The offer of
Thailand to provide host facilities for the tele-
community was noted with appreciation.

164. The Commission endorsed the projects for:
(a) co-ordinated feasibility studies on the long-
term expansion and development of international
telecommunication in the region to cover the use
of different transmission media and modern
techniques, (b) training programmes in the South
Pacific in close co-ordination with SPEC, (c)
feasibility surveys for the establishment of tele-
communication facilities in the Pacific island
countries, and (d) assistance in the development
of radio and -TV broadcasting facilities in the
region.

165. Concurrently with the completion of the
network and other projects referred to in the
preceding paragraph, the Commission stressed
the urgent need for the countries of the region
to improve their domestic networks and to extend
the same to the rural areas.

166. In view of the expanded technical assistance
needs in connexion with the completion of the
projects, the Commission drew attention to the
necessity of maintaining the ESCAP/ITU Unit at
least at the current level.

167. The Commission noted the request of the
Philippines concerning the extension of the ITU-
UNDP Philippines training programme for a
further f{five years, the provision of experts,
particularly from the Government of Japan, in
micro-wave surveys and troposcatter-system
feasibility tests;, as well as its proposal on the
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proposed undersea coaxial cable system survey
for the -Pacific area of the ESCAP region.

168. The Commissionexpressedits appreciation
of the assistance provided by UPU and the
regional postal experts to the countries of the
region for the development and modernization of
their postal services. It endorsed the continuity
and strengthening of the regional advisory ser-
vices through the provision of additional experts
as recommended by the Committee. It also
recommended the institutionalization of those
services as an ESCAP/UPU Unit on the same
lines as the ESCAP/ITU Unit, and noted with
satisfaction that the establishment of such a
unit was being seriously studied by UPU. As an
interim measure, it welcomed the UPU proposal
for the holding of periodic meetings of senior
ESCAP and UPU officials to define or revise
the UPU programme of action in the context of
the ESCAP work programme.

169. It endorsed the recommendation concerning
prefeasibility studies for the setting up of a
regional research studies and development centre,
a regional postal data bank and a regional insti-
tute for nigher management training.

170. It supported the establishment ofa common
postal region for the provision of common postal
rates, airmail rates, terminaland transitcharges,
improved circulation of mails and co-operation
on common postal customs liaison. It was noted
that the Asian-Oceanic Postal Union, comprising
10 developing and developed countries of the
region, also aimed at providing common postal
services for the region.

Population

171. The Commission reviewed the activities of
the secretariat in the field of population as set
out in the document: report of activities in the
field of population (E/CN.11/L.414). The inter-
relationship of population and economicand social
factors in development was emphasized, and it
was recognized that efforts to reduce highgrowth
rates through a positive population policy would
be successful only if the population component
was treated as an integral partofsocio-economic
policy, involving inter alia improvements in the
staws of women and youth and socio-economic
transformations, particularly in the rural areas.
It was stated that a positive population policy
was a matter of decision for each country, based
on national needs and objectives, without external
constraints, taking human rights fully intoaccount
and with the full participation of the population.

172. Besides rapid population growth, other
problems referred to included the geographic
maldistribution of population and the related
problem of uncontrolled internal migration; the
difficulties resulting from an age structure
heavily weighted towards the younger ages; and
the lack of adequate population data considered
essential to effective development planning.

173. The recognition of the scope and impor-
tance of such problems in the activities of the
Commission and the efforts made to assist in
their solution were noted. While the 1975-1977
work programme in the population field was in



general endorsed, a number of constructive sug-
gestions were made with respect to programme
orientation and improvements in specific activi-
ties.

174. The World Population Plan of Action and
the Population Strategy of Development for the
ESCAP region had highlighted the complexity of
dealing with population policies and programmes
within an integrated development process. In
that context, it was suggested that the role of
ESCAP should include: (a) assistance on request
to countries in the framing of population poli-
cies and stimulating of action programmes, (b)
provision on request of technical assistance in
the formulation and implementation of pro-
grammes, and (c¢) periodic review of policies and
programmes. '

175. In the context of programme development,
attention was drawn to the importance of policy-
oriented research, including the need for more
vigorous efforts to study the integration of family
planning into development in terms of efficacy,
equity considerations and "'side-effects'.

176. It was felt that more attention should be
given to action-oriented or operational research,
including population aspects of manpower, popu-
lation aspects of food and nutrition, and motiva-
tional components of fertility and family planning
behaviour. All such activities should be under-
taken in close collaboration with other parts of
the United Nations system in order toavoiddupli-
cation and to ensure maximum utilization of the
limited resources available. The need for further
improvement in data collection was noted, as
was the need for joint action by the Population
and Statistics Divisions in determining the appli-
cability within the region of techniques intended
to estimate population parameters from incom-
plete vital data.

177. While research into the role of population
factors in the planning process was welcomed,
it was suggested that ESCAP should collaborate
with those specialized agencies which were pre-
paring models relevant to the study, and should
consider an extension of the study to the micro-
level, utilizing recently available household data.

178. Emphasis was also placed on the necessity
for the collection, exchange and dissemination
of information, for whichadeqguate clearing-house
and information services were required at the
national and regional levels. To facilitate a wider
exchange of information and experience, the trans-
lation of significant materials on population should
be encouraged.

179. Views were expressed on the importance
of training in the fields of demography and family
planning and on the utility of short-term training
courses. Reference was also made to the im-
portance of improving, with the help of the latest
techniques and equipment, the demographic trai-
ning facilities of the International Institute for
Population Studies at Bombay, India. By making
such facilities available to United Nations fellows,
the Government of India had trained almost 500
demographers from 16 countries of the region
since the Institute was established in 1957.

180. The Commission expressed itsappreciation
of the support that UNFPA and the Governments

20

had given to regional activities, and welcomed the
offers to provide assistance in the future. The
Government of Australia indicated that it would
continue to contribute to regional population stu-
dies through ESCAP and other international agen-
cies and through its bilateral programme. The
Government of France would continue to provide
a demographic expert to ESCAP to assist in the
preparation of country monographs, as well as
experts to function as trainers in short-term
training courses. The Government of Japan was
contributing an expert to assist in the analysis
of population aspects of manpower. It had also
established a national committee of experts,
through which it would make available to ESCAP
English translations of population materials. The
Government of Malaysia, which had hosted the
Regional Training Course on the Analysis of
Migration Data, expressed its interest in pro-
viding further assistance of that nature, subject,
of course, to availability of resources. -The
Government of the USSR, noting the need for
training in demography, declared its readiness
to assist in that field.

Statistics

181. 1In considering the development of statistics
in the region, the Commission had before it the
report of the Committee on Statisties on its first
session (E/CN.11/1191).

182. The Commission noted with appreciation
the activities in the field of statistics, including
the organization of meetings, seminarsand train-
ing courses, which had been of considerable
assistance to countries in improving their statis-
tical systems.

183. Noting that, while the terms of reference
of the Committee on Statistics had been finalized
and approved by the Commission at its thirtieth
session, the Committee's advice had not been
sought as requested by the Conference of Asian
Statisticians at its twelfth session, the Commis-
sion suggested that the terms of reference be
reviewed by the Committee at its second session

in the light of the experience gained in the
meantime.
184. The Commission recognized that the lack

of statistics on shipping was a major handicap
in the formulation of shipping and port policies.
It felt that the L.2 scheme was the best way of
obtaining the required statistics at a reasonable
cost, and recommended that the L..2 scheme con-
tinue to be one of the priority components of the
secretariat's work programme.

185. The Commission endorsed the view of the
Committee on Statistics that the basic set of
tables on energy statistics, prepared by the
Statistical Office of the United Nations, provided
a useful starting point for the presentation of
such data. It welcomed the Committee's recom-
mendation regarding the preparation of a manual
incorporating all relevant definitions by the
secretariat in consultation with the experts
working in the field of energy.

186. Recognizing the need to initiate action to
build up an adequate statistical framework on
environmental statistics, the Commission en-



dorsed the Committee's view that a 'step-by-step
approach' was the most suitable one for the de-
velopment of environmental statistics. It urged
countries to initiate action in that direction.

187. Recognizing the importance of the problems
of confidentiality in statistical operations, the
Commission agreed with the views of the Com-
mittee that, while there was an obvious need for
the wider dissemination and use ofdata collected,
the protection of confidential information concern-
ing individual respondents by the statistical agency
was essential.

188. In view of the importance of the employ-
ment problem in the ESCAP region, the Com-
mission recommended that developing countries
of the region which at present were not or-
ganizing labour force surveys make the neces-
sary arrangements for the organization of such
surveys at periodic intervals.

189. Concern was expressed at the non-avail-
ability of the requisite funds for the organization
of working groups. Recognizing that such meetings
served a useful purpose by getting experts together
in order to exchange views and experiences, the
Commission urged that the necessary allocation
be made for their organization. The Commission
strongly urged that the advisory services be
strengthened, particularly in such fields as sam-
pling and economic and social statistics,

190. In view of the fact that, under the new con-
ference structure, the Committee could meetonly
once in two years, the Commission endorsed the
recommendation of the Committee that the Execu-~
tive Secretaryorganize a small intergovernmental
working group, which would meet at least once
in the interval between any two sessions of the
Committee and review the statistics development
activities of the countries of the region and those
of the secretariat. A view, however, was ex-
pressed that the working group should be con-
stituted for a specific purpose only, in order to
carry out specific projects or programmes de-
fined in the work programme.

191. The Commission expresseditsappreciation
of the offer of the Government of Iran to be host
to the second session of the Committee on Statis-
tics, to be held in 1976, and accepted that offer.

MNatural resources

192. The Commission considered the report of
the Committee on Natural Resources on its first
session (E/CN.11/1182), and the document: con-
sideration of activities in the field of natural
resources: energy, water and minerals (E/CN.11/
1195 and Add.1). The recommendations were
endorsed, together with the proposed work pro-
gramme as summarized in document E/CN.11/
L.413 (pp. 14-20, 83-92).

193. The Commission noted with appreciation
the wide range of activities that had been under-
taken in connexion with the investigation, deve-
lopment and management of natural resources.
Most countries of the region were reasonably
well-endowed with natural resources, the orderly
development of which was of fundamental impor-
tance to national and regional development in
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general. While the sovereign rights of countries
should be respected, co-operative effort was
essential for both the optimum use of resources
and -the speedy and effective transfer of techno-
logy associated with the programmes. Thanks
to extensive extrabudgetary assistance from coun-
tries inside and outside the region, UNDP and
other bodies, useful progress had been made
towards the attainment of 'the objectives. Atten-
tion was drawn to the importance of helping the
developing countries to increase their own capa-
bilities in the various fields, including the pro-
vision of training activities and forums for the
exchange of information and experience.

194. Recognizing the importance ofadequate and
consistent data for monitoring water resources
development in the region, the Commission en-
dorsed the proposal by the Committee on Natural
Resources that an item on improvement in the
compilation of and reporting on water resources
statistics be included in the work programme of
the water sector. The representatives of Austra-
lia and the United States indicated their willing-
ness to assist with that activity. d

195. -The Commission noted that the Committee's
consideration of the joint management of surface
and ground water resources had led to two re-
commendations for action in relation to that mat-
ter: (a) that member countries give particular
attention to their river basins with limited water
resources with a view to applying the principles
and techniques of joint management of their sur-
face and ground water resources for optimum
development, and (b) that a seminar on the joint
management of surface and ground water be con-
vened at an appropriate time. - The importance of
such activities in stimulating improved water
management was recognized, and the hope was
expressed that the proposed seminar wouldcover
in its work the collection and appropriate storage
of data, and the degree of accuracy attained.

196. The Commission expressedits appreciation
of the offer of the Indonesian Government to pro-
vide host facilities for the Third Symposium on
the Development of Deltaic Areas, to be held in
1977, and of the offer of the Netherlands Govern-
ment to provide technical and financial assistance
for that symposium and also for the Symposium
on Social and Non-economic Factors in Water
Resources Development and the Roving Seminar
on the Use of Computers in Hydrology and Water
Resources Planning.

197. Having been informed of the importance
and significance of the proposed regional pre-
paratory programme for the United Nations Wa-
ter Conference, to be convened in 1977, and the
opportunity that the preparatory programme pro-
vided to the developing countries of influencing
the Conference, the Commission approved the
proposed programme, including the convening of
an gd hoc intergovernmental regional preparatory
meeting in 1976. It was noted that a meeting of
selected national experts with appropriate con-
sultalnt support was likely to produce effective
results.

198. The Commission noted with appreciation
the work of the WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical
Cyclones in its efforts to mitigate cyclone dam-
age. It endorsed the recommendations of the
WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones at its



second session that ESCAP collaborate with WMO
and LRCS, as the case might be, in: (a) providing
guidance and other assistance in the establish-
ment of flood-forecasting and warning systems
in .selected pilot river basins, (b) preparing
guidelines for the organization of eifective dis-
aster-prevention systems, (c) organizing a re-
gional seminar on community preparedness and
disaster prevention in 1975, (d) completing plans
for joint missions on community preparedness
and disaster prevention, as required by member
countries, and (e) preparing a project for sub-
mission to UNDP covering expert services, fel-
lowships and limited equipment.. The Commission
was gratified to learn that the Netherlands Go-
vernment had approved funds for the recruitment
of an expert to form the nucleus of a secretariat
for the Panel.

199. The representative of India drew attention
to the proposed regional Monsoon Experiment
(MONEX), to be conducted as part of the Global
Atmospheric Research Project (GARP) in 1978-
1979, and urged ESCAP members to play an
active part in the experiment, since monsoons
were of crucial importance to many countries in
the region.

200. The Commission noted with satisfaction
that the main emphasis of activities in the energy
field had been on initiating an integrated pro-
gramme for the investigation, development and
management of energy resources.

201. A short progress report onthepreliminary
mission on energy development, which had com-
pleted visits to eight countries over a period of
about two months ending in February 1975, was
noted with interest. It was evident that the con-
cept of an integrated approach to energy deve-
lopment was gaining widespread acceptance, and
that it should be encouraged by all available
means. Support was therefore expressed for the
intention of the secretariattoseek UNDP financial
assistance for a team to spend a period of two to
three months, in countries interested inreceiving
assistance, in planning the investigation, develop-
ment and management of their energy resources.
At the same time, it was hoped that the earliest
possible attention would be given to assistance
for prefeasibility studies of any projects which
could be identified as being compatible with inte-
grated energy plans.

202. The Commission also noted with interest
the extent to which countries were working on
the development of wind and solar energy and
bio-gas. -The importance of the development of
those and other non-conventional resources such
as geo-thermal energy was emphasized. Em-
phasis was also placed on the potential for hydro-
electric development in the region. Attention was
drawn to the need for intercountry co-operation
in research and development relating to all
forms of energy, and to the need for ESCAP to
promote such co-operation.

203. The Commission expressed satisfaction at
the progress achieved in the field of geology and
mineral resources development.

204. It was noted with appreciation that the
draft of the second edition of the Regional Mineral
Distribution Map, which would be beneficial to
the developing countries in their efforts to for-
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mulate and implement their mineral exploration
programmes, was nearing completion. In that
connexion, the Commission noted with interest
the report that the USSR had completed compila-
tion of geological data for Europe and Asia, and
would publish a geological map of Eurasia on the
scale 1:5,000,000 in 1975. Compilation and analy-
sis of hydrogeological data for Asia had also
been completed and a monography "Hydrogeology
of Asia" published. The map of quaternary de-
posits and the hydrogeological map of the ESCAP
region on the same scale were under preparation.

205. The Commission agreed that, since the
Ninth World Petroleum Congress would be held
at Tokyo in May 1975, the Fifth ESCAP Petro-
leum Symposium, which had been scheduled for
1976, should be postponed until 1977. It noted
with gratitude the Indonesian Government's re-
jteration of its offer to host the symposium, and
it expressed the hope that UNDP would favoura-
bly consider providing financial support to faci-
litate the participation of developing member
countries, and to provide for the participation of
appropriate experts.

206. -The Commission noted with appreciation
that the three countries primarily concerned with
the establishment of the Southeast Asia-Tin Re-
search and Development Centre had expressed
their intention to sign both the agreement and
the project document as planned before the end
of March 1975, and to finalize the selection of a
suitable project manager in the near future.

207. The Commission expressed its gratitude to
the Governments of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Japan and the Netherlands for making
available the experts for the Regional Mineral
Resources Development Centre. Three experts
were currently posted at Bangkok, and a fourth
was expected to join them as from the beginning
of March 1975. Noting that the transfer of the
Centre to Bandung for the interim period ofabout
two years was dependent on the finalization of the
agreement between ESCAP and the Indonesian
Government, it expressed the hope that early
agreement would be reached, and that the Centre
would be transferred to Bandung as quickly as
possible.

208. The representative of Indonesia offered a
sum equivalent to $ 2,500 a year inlocal currency
towards the operational costs of the Centre, in
addition to the provision of host facilities. The
representative of Japan stated that, subject to
approval by the Diet, a2 sum of $ 100,000 would be
provided in the fiscal year 1975, to be used
mainly in connexion with the provision of experts
by his Government, and also to help to meet other
costs. The representative of India alsoannounced
that his Government had agreed in principle to
make a contribution towards the operational cost
of the Centre.

209. The representatives of Australia, India, the
United States and the USSR reiterated their pre-
vious offers of support for the Centre through the
provision of expert services.

210. The Commission expressed its gratitude to
the Governments concerned for their generous
offers of assistance. At the same time, it urged
the developing countries of the region wishing to
make use of the services of the Centre to make



cash contributions without delay, since such con-
tributions would be needed to help meetits opera-
tional costs.

211. The Commission noted the action taken to
seek UNDP financial support for the international
recruitment of a co-ordinator/project manager
for the Centre, and the intention to seek UNDP
support for the project as a whole.

212. Noting that over three years had elapsed
since the initial survey leading to the establish-
ment of the Centre, the Commission endorsed the
proposal that the acting co-ordinator or project
manager, if appointed in time, should visit in-
terested countries of the region, together with an
ESCAP staff member, in order to make arevised
assessment of countries' requirements. At the
same time, the draft statute for the Centre would
be discussed and, as appropriate, consideration
would be given to the financial contribution coun-
tries might make towards the cost of operation
of the Centre so as to provide a better basis for
planning. The Commission agreed that an inter-
governmental meeting might be convened in 1975
to consider the draft statute and operational plan
for the Centre, as revised in the light of the dis-
cussions held during the visits to the interested
countries.

213. Recognizing that the use of remote-sensing
facilities associated with earth resources satel-
lites was of considerable and increasing interest
to many countries, the Commission endorsed the
proposal that the secretariat seek extrabudgetary
funds of $ 30,000 to enable a study to be carried
out on the feasibility of establishing a regional
remote-sensing facility for receiving and disse-
minating earth resources satellite data. It was
noted that the study would be planned and con-
ducted in collaboration with the United Nations
Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Trans-
port, the Outer Space Affairs Division, and other
appropriate bodies.

214. The offer of the Australian Government to
give consideration to requests for assistance in
any field of natural resources development, and
the offer of the United Kingdom Government to
consider sympathetically any requests for short-
term technical assistance in respect of proposed
seminars were noted with appreciation.

215. -The representative of UNESCO stated that
effective liaison was being maintained with ESCAP
in various areas of mutual interest. Assistance
would be provided for the hydrogeological atlas,
and other possible areas of co-operation in the
water resources programme were under discus-
sion. An international forum on energy technology
would be arranged by UNESCO in December 1975
in order to identify fruitful areas for international
action to solve scientific problems associated
with the harmessing of some of the less conven-
tional resources. It was also planned to set up a
regional centre for heat and mass transfer in
south Asia in 1976. In co-operation with the Go-
vernment of Japan, UNESCO had been running
a series of training courses on geothermal ener-
gy at the University of Kyushu.

216. UNESCO was continuing its co-operation
with ESCAP in geological mapping and strati-
graphic correlation, and was planning to co-
operate in a study on training programmes and
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facilities -in geology and geophysics, which would
provide a basis for future programmes in that
field. The support and services of the UNESCO
regional office in Jakarta had been offered to
assist in the development phase of the Regional
Mineral Resources Development Centre.

217. In the field of natural disasters, UNESCO
was implementing or planning a number of pro-
grammes aimed at promoting a study of natural
hazards of geophysical origin, namely, earth-
quakes and volcanoes, as well as the means of
protection against such disasters, which included
the development of a UNDP-financed seismolo-
gical network in southeast Asia, surveys of seis-
micity and seismo-tectonies, and the convening
of a conference in March 1976 on the assessment
and mitigation of earthquake risk,

Technical co-operation

218. In the field of technical co-operation, the
Commission showed keen interestin developments
concerning the delegation of executing agency
functions to ESCAP for projects financed by
UNDP. The Commission expressed concern that
Commission resolution 144 (XXX) and Economic
and Social Council resolution 1896 (LVII) had
apparently not yet been fully implemented in that
respect, since a study group at Headquarters was
reported to be looking into the matter of the ap-
portionment of overhead funds.- The Commission
stressed the importance of expeditiously ensuring
delegation of executing agency functions to ESCAP
for the implementation of regional projects, parti- -
cularly in the priority areas, accompanied by
suitable decentralization of the means to imple-
ment those projects, including appropriate sub-
allotment to the Commission of overhead costs.

219. The further increase in the volume of tech-
nical co-operation provided through ESCAP in
1974 was noted, and attention was drawn by some
delegations to the urgent need to strengthen the
administrative apparatus handling the flow. A
few delegations expressed the opinion that the
designation of ESCAP as executing agency should
be confined to projects in fields considered until
then to fall within the purview of the United Na-
tions Office of Technical Co-operation, and not
extended to areas covered by the specialized
agencies. One delegation expressed the view that
the decentralization of technical co-operation
activities should be to UNDP resident represen—
tatives, the emphasis being placed on country
programmes.

220. The general topic of technical co-operation
attracted a wide variety of further comments
from delegations, covering inter alia the following
points: (a) the desirability of exchanges of tech-
nical co-operation among countries of the region
through the provision of fellowships and exper-
tise, either bilaterally or through a multilateral
body such as ESCAP; (b) the possibility of untying
extrabudgetary contributions by donor countries,
which would thus, in appropriate cases, finance
technical co-operation among developing coun-
tries of the region; (c¢) the effectiveness of the
existing system of technical co-operation through
the medium of experts and fellowships, each of
which was held by different delegations to be out-
moded; (d) the feasibility of using technical co-
operation for bridging the existing technological



gap; (e) the merits of structured, action-oriented
and large-scale extrabudgetary projects as com-
pared with the impact of seminars, workshops,
training courses and fellowships; (f) the need to
build institutions and develop national expertise;
(g) the utility of a study of ESCAP management
procedures for technical co-operation by the
Advisory Committee of Permanent Representa-
tives, and of a possible ESCAP technical co-
operation committee.

221. The Commissionexpressedits appreciation
of the increased commitment of UNDP resources
to the region, as evidenced by the most recent
indicative planning figures for individual coun-
tries and for the region as a whole. It expressed
its gratitude for the continued and, insome cases,
increased extrabudgetary support from donor
countries. Delegations from some of the latter
countries gave a brief review of their contribu-
tions and of the types of activity they would be
prepared to finance in the future, ranging from
the strengthening of the ESCAP secretariat to the
organization of seminars and training courses,
the granting of fellowships and the provision of
expertise.

Development administration

292 The Commission had before it for consi-
deration the document: consideration of acti-
vities in the field of development administration
(E/CN.11/1194).

293 . The Commission, in approving the work
programme in the field of development adminis-
tration, noted with appreciation the efforts being
made to help the national administrative systems
to improve their capability in the light of the in-
creasingly sophisticated requirements of their
economic and social development.

224. It noted that the demands of economic and
social change required an administrative system
geared to respond to the new needs, and that, in
the face of the increasing responsibilities of the
Governments, particularly in the developing coun-
tries, public servants had to be equipped with the
requisite knowledge, skills and appropriate atti-
tudes.

225. The Commission, recalling its decisions
and resolutions concerning the identification of
the priorities of the region, the reformulation of
its work programme in terms of an integrated
and cohesive framework, and the adjustment of
its structure so that it might better serve the
needs of the countries in the ESCAP region and
promote their economic and social development,
emphasized the interrelationship of regional ef-
forts and country-level endeavours, and stressed
the need for commensurate changes in the ad-
ministrative machinery of those countries.

226. In that context, the Commission emphasized
the important role that ESCAP had to play in
helping the countries of the region to improve
their over-all administrative and managerial
capability, and urged that adequate priority be
accorded and resources made available so that
expanded integrated programmes of training,
advisory services and research might be deve-
loped.
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227. -The Commission, while endorsing the cur-
rent activities in that field, recommended that
the expanded programmes focus attention on the
administrative and managerial needs of the least
developed among the developing countries of the
region, the land-locked and island countries. To
that end, it noted that some countries of the re-
gion, including India and the Philippines, would
welcome collaboration with ESCAP in projects
and programmes aimed at institutional and per-
sonnel development and at the strengthening of
the administrative and managerial capability of
the developing countries in the region.

228. Regarding the content of the programme,
the Commission welcomed the programme for
the training of development administration
trainers and expressed its appreciation of the
generous financial contribution of the Netherlands
Government ESCAP Fellowship Fund, which had
made the implementation of that programme pos-
sible. Noting with satisfaction the 1974 pro-
gramme for the training of trainers, undertaken
jointly with the University of the Philippines, the
Commission approved the proposed programme
for 1975-1976, to be conducted jointly with the
Asian Centre for Development Administration in
Indonesia and Iran on a subregional basis. In
view of the importance of the programme, it ex-
pressed the hope thatthe Netherlands Government
would continue its support as in previous years.

229, The Commission took note of the attention
given to the problems of local government in the
region and, in particular, of the ESCAP/IULA
Regional Seminar on Local Government Finance,
which was organized in collaboration with the
International Union of Local Authorities and with
technical inputs from the United Nations Head-
quarters, the Asian Centre for Development Ad-
ministration, the German Foundation for Inter-
national Development and the International Centre
for Local Credit. It also noted with appreciation
the generous contribution of the Government of
Malaysia, which hosted the seminar and the
financial support of the Netherlands Government.

230. ‘The Commission endorsed the proposed
regional seminar on local government personnel
systems, to be held in 1976, which aimed at
examining the different aspects of local govern—
ment personnel systems and policies in relation
to the changing role of local government in the
context of national development, and was intended
to develop a systematic training programme for
the respective personnel.

231. The Commission noted that the area of
public enterprise had gained importance in deve-
lopment administration in the region, and en-
dorsed the proposed regional workshop on the use
of management techniques in such enterprises,
to be held during 1975. It noted with appreciation
the generous financial support of the German
Foundation for International Development for the
project.

232 The Commission noted with satisfaction the
advisory services and assistance rendered to the
Governments and national institutions of Iran,
Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, which were
aimed at the improvementofadministrative capa-
bility in support of the respective national deve-
lopment efforts. It urged that such services and
assistance be augmented, and the resources
strengthened.



233. The Commission endorsed the proposed
activity in the area of plan implementation, which
was to commence in 1975, namely, a study on the
administrative aspects of the implemenfation of
development plans, with particular reference to
the agricultural sector.

234. The Commission welcomed the support
provided to the Asian Centre for Development
Administration in the areas of: (a) institution
building for management development, and (b)
policies and programmes for rural development,
and recommended that such collaboration with the
regional institutions be continued.

Progress reports on major regional projects

Committee for Co-ordination of |nvestigations of the
Lower Mekong Basin

235. The Commission reviewed the annual re-
port of the Committee for Co-ordination of
Investigations of the Lower Mekong Basin and
heard statements by the Chairman and members
of the Mekong Committee, and by the Committee's
Executive Agent. !

236. Several representatives commended the
Committee and the riparian countries on the
successes achieved during the previous year, in
spite of the difficult conditions prevailing in
parts of the basin, as well as on the continued
progress made with many projects in different
fields, including implementation of the Nam Ngum
phase II hydropower project, Pa Mong optimiza-
tion and downstream effects studies, navigation
improvements, agricultural development, fish-
eries, mineral surveys, public health, and en-
vironmental studies.-The Commission noted that,
during its current session, proposals had been
approved by the Committee for the implementa-
tion of two projects of considerable social signi-
ficance in Laos: schistosomiasis control and
Nam Ngum resettlement. For the Nam Ngum
project, also in Laos, the representative of
France announced a new grant of $US 100,000 to
be added to the earlier pledges for loans or
grants totalling $US 24.3 million received from
Australia, Canada, the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, India, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom and the United States.

237. ‘The Commission noted with satisfaction
the special attention paid by the Committee to
small-scale projects that could rapidly bring
important direct benefits to rural communities,
while studies and planning had continued for
large-scale projects, to be built in the longer
term, for major power production, irrigation,
flood control and other benefits.

238. The Commission further noted thatboth the
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank had,
in 1974, approved loans to the riparian countries
for pioneer agricultural projects in the lower
Mekong basin, and that project documents and
review memoranda had been recently completed
for another six such projects, including plans
to seek the necessary financing during the
current year.

239. The Commission was informed thatsupport
for the Committee by many co-operating coun-
tries, the United Nations and its agencies, the
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World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and
private foundations had continued at an encoura-
ging level;, there was a notable increase in the
number of bilateral experts whose services were
being made available to the Committee by various
co-operating countries.

240. -The Commission welcomed the many ex-
pressions of support and offers of continuing
assistance made by co-operating countries, noting
that the Committee had accepted such offers
and had authorized its Executive Agent to make
the necessary detailed arrangements.

Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas (CCOP)

241. The Commission had before it the report
of CCOP on its eleventh session (E/CN.11/L.406),
the report of its Technical Advisory Group on
its tenth session, and the report of the Workshop
on Metallogenesis and Tectonic Patterns in East
and Southeast Asia, held under the joint spon-
sorship of CCOP and the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC), in co=operation
with the International Decade of Ocean Exploration
(IDOE) Office of the National Science Foundation
of the United States.

242. The Commission recognized that CCOP,
since its inception in 1966, had played an im-
portant part in the search for and prospecting
of mineral resources in offshore areas and
related activities in east and southeast Asia.
Such activities had been further intensified after
UNDP had begun to give assistance through a
regional project on offshore prospecting in east
Asia. It was to the credit of CCOP that southeast
Asia had become a focus of attention in the
search for hydrocarbon deposits. The Commission
noted that a significant production of petroleum
and natural gas was already being obtained in
the offshore areas of Indonesia as well as of
Malaysia, and that prospecting in offshore areas
in several other countries in southeast Asia had
yielded encouraging results. Exploration had
progressed into increasingly deeper waters of
the area. The Commission noted that CCOP was
beginning to evaluate the potential of hydro-
carbons and other types of mineral resources
in the oceanic region, and to assess the deep-
water capability of economic exploration and
exploitation, as it was considered that such an
evaluation would be useful toits member countries
in formulating national policy concerning mineral
resources beyond the continental shelves.

243. With regard to the survey for tin and other
heavy mineral deposits, the Commission noted
that investigations had been carried out off the
east coast of peninsular Malaysia and the west
coast of south Thailand, with survey vessels
and counterpart personnel provided by both coun-
tries and with the assistance of experts and
equipment provided by the Government of the
Netherlands and the Project Office. Preparations
had been initiated for a joint investigation for
tin and other minerals in the Strait of Malacea,
in 1975, involving Indonesia and Malaysia and
with assistance expected from the Federal Re-
public of Germany.

244. The Commission attached importance to
the joint CCOP/IOC/IDOE programme for the



study of metallogenesis, hydroearbons and tec-
tonic patterns in east Asia. It was considered
that that programme represented an outstanding
example of joint planning and research between
the United Nations agencies, national organiza-
tions and scientific institutions, which could
usefully be followed elsewhere.-The Commission
noted that five member countries of CCOP had
formulated 16 conerete proposals for inclusion
in the programme. -The Indonesian delegation
particularly requested the Project Office to
assist in the early implementation of Banda Arc
geophysical investigations.

245. In view of the increasing activities in
offshore and related surveys, the need for a
larger \number of technical personnel was ap-
parent. . The Commission was therefore glad to
note that CCOP had paid considerable attention
to the training aspects, and had recommended
the organization of several new studies, seminars
and other training opportunities. -The Com-
mission also noted that CCOP had proposed the
selection of a number of specialists for training
in special fields, who could assume the res-
ponsibility of conducting offshore programmes,
managing marine resources development, and
contributing to the secientific knowledge of mineral
resources of CCOP offshore areas and the
western Pacific.

246. -The Commission recalled that, at its pre-
vious session, several delegations had stressed
the age determination of granites and associated
mineralization in the CCOP work programme.
The Commission was pleased to note that the
Project Office would convene a Seminar on
Radiometric Age-dating at Bangkok during April/
May 1975.

247. .The Commission recognized that the in-
creased number of activities of CCOP and its
“member countries would continue to require
outside assistance in addition to UNDP support.
Throughout the years, bilateral contributions,
both in cash and kind, had been important to the
CCOP programme. The Commission noted with
appreciation the statement of the Japanese re-
presentative that his Government would continue
to support the CCOP programme by: (a) or-
ganizing group training courses in offshore pros-
pecting, (b) providing non-reimbursable experts
to the Project Office, (e) printing CCOP -Tech-
nical Bulletins, and (d) assisting other member
countries through bilateral arrangements. In
addition, subject to parliamentary approval, Japan
would make a cash contribution of $US 20,000 for
the fiscal year 1975, to be placed at the disposal
of the Project Manager for the work of CCOP.
Japan had also offered to provide facilities for
the twelfth session of CCOP at Tokyo in August
19%5.

248. -The Commission expressed its gratitude
to the Government of the Netherlands for its
assistance in the surveys in Malaysia and Thailand
mentioned above, which exceeded $US 250,000 in
cash equivalent.

249. The Commission also expressed itsappre-
ciation of the offers made by other developed
countries to continue their support to CCOP.
It was pleased to learn that Canada had joined
the countries which were co-operating with CCOP,
namely, Australia, France, the Federal Republic
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of Germany, the Netherlands, the United States
and the United Kingdom. The Commission was
informed that the USSR was prepared to become
a co-operating country.

250. -The Commission was informed that CCOP
had acted as a sponsor of the Circum-Pacific
Energy and Mineral Resources Conference, held
at Honolulu in August 1974, and that it would
participate in the Circum-Pacific Council for
Energy and Mineral Resources established by
that Conference.

251. - The Commission noted that CCOP had
initiated studies on environmental protection
related to offshore exploration, and that it would
assist member countries in their anti-pollution
efforts, including the planning and training of
personnel.

Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in South Pacific Offshore Areas

(CCOP/SOPAC)

252. .The Commission considered the report of
CCOP/SOPAC on its third session together with
the report of the Technical Advisory Group on
its third session (E/CN.11/L.405).

253. -The Commission, in considering the Com-
mittee's activities, endorsed the proposal that
UNDP be approached for financial support for
an expanded project for a period of three years.
Experience had clearly established the impor-
tance of the project for the region.

9254. -The Commission noted that the activities
of CCOP/SOPAC during the previous year had
made considerable progress. Investigations
carried out under its work programme had led
to the discovery of a significant bed of manganese
nodules southwest of the Cook Islands, and
prospects for the discovery of phosphate rocks
in the equatorial region of the southwest Pacific
were encouraging. Investigations of detrital heavy
mineral deposits in the coastal and near-shore
areas of Fiji had resulted in the location of

concentrations of magnetite of commercial
interest.
255. .The Commission welcomed the establish-

ment of the nucleus of a technical secretariat at
Suva, Fiji, with one marine geologist provided
by UNDP as co-ordinator to manage the inter-
sessional affairs of the Committee. Recognizing
the wide dispersal of the participating island
countries and their limited resources, the Com-
mission was pleased to note that ESCAP would
continue to give its administrative support to the
Committee.

956. -The Commission was pleased to note the
close co-operation existing between the partici-
pating countries, and the assistance provided
from a variety of sources.-The Commission noted
with appreciation the intention of the Government
of New Zealand to continue its strong support
for that programme, and the willingness of the
Government of Australia to continue its support
and to consider requests for assistance in the
field of mineral resources development.
Reference was made to the desirability of seeking
closer co-operation between the two CCOP pro-



grammes, particularly since support was being
sought in some cases from the same sources.

257. The Commission was informed that an
International Decade of Ocean Exploration (IDOE)
Workshop, jointly sponsored by the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) and
CCOP/SOPAC, had been organized and would be
held at Suva, Fiji, in September 1975 and would
be immediately followed by the fourth session
of CCOP/SOPAC atHoniara inthe British Solomon
Islands. The Commission expressed its gratitude
to the Governments of Fiji and the British
Solomon Islands for the provision ofhost facilities,
and to the United States Government for its
offer to assist in organizing the workshop.

Asian Highway

258. The Commission noted the progress made
on the Asian Highway (E/CN.11/1201) and ex-
pressed its appreciation of the approval by UNDP
of phase II of the project, which would last for
21/2 years until the end of 1975. Phase II was
intended to consolidate the work already com-
pleted and to integrate the project in the pro-
gramme of work of the  Transport and Communi-
cations Committee; it included the readjustment
of alignment, data collection on the inventory on
roads, traffic, construction, maintenance and
needs for upgrading and improvement, and deter-
mination of the Asian Highway standards. In
order to make a final evaluation of the project
activities and their impact, particularlyinregard
to the training programmes, the optimum utiliza-
tion of the road research laboratory equipment
supplied under phase I and the advisory services
rendered and technical reports prepared, the
Asian Highway countries were requested to pro-
vide data for the verification of the pre-project
physical conditions of the routes according to
their various classifications so that they might
be compared with those at the end of 1975 and
a reasonable assessment made of theinvestments
on roads in connexion with the project.

259. It was noted that the Asian Highway guide-
book covering the section between Vientiane and
Singapore (3,000 kilometres) had been distributed
on a world-wide basis at the request of the
various agencies, and another map, covering the
section between the Iran/Turkey border and the
Pakistan/India border (4,000 kilometres) was
now ready for distribution. It was hoped that
every effort would be made to prepare similar
maps for other Asian Highway countries on the
east-west axis routes, such as the zone com-
prising India, Bangladesh and Nepal.

260. It was noted that India had already com-
pleted A-1 and the other arterial route A-2,
with the exception of two short sections on either
side of Nepal, which would be completed when
the A-2 was ready in Nepal. -The rest of the
Asian Highway network would also be upgraded
though mostly to minimum standards.

261. -The Commission endorsed the request of
Afghanistan for assistance for the survey of
560 kilometres on the central section of the
direct route A-77 from Kabul to Herat, the
construction of which would open up extensive
areas to the outside world, including the most
backward parts of that country, and the request
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of the Republic of Viet-Nam for assistance with
the rehabilitation, repair and upgrading of roads
and bridges destroyed during the war.

262. With the network nearing completion, the
Commission emphasized the need to promote
international traffic and ensure optimum utiliza-
tion. The surveys initiated on the western zone
of the Asian Highway through the assistance of
the Federal Republic of Germany were steps in
the right direction. In that context, it was felt
that. a subregional approach might be more
practical and feasible, particularly in areas
where the road haulage of passengers and goods
could be shown to be economical compared with
other modes of transport.

263. -The Commission emphasized the need for
intensified efforts to develop feeder roads linking
up with the Asian Highway routes on the one
hand, and for assistance to integrated rural
development on the other hand, in the context of
the priority areas of food and agriculture.

264. The Commission expressed its gratitude to:
(a) the Governments of Australia, Japan, the
United States, the USSR and IBRD for providing
assistance to Thailand, Burma, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan for studies and construction of roads
and bridges along the Asian Highway; (b) the
Government of -Thailand for establishing” and
operating the Asian Highway Technical Informa-
tion Centre at Bangkok, which provided excellent
documentation; (c) the Government of India for
providing training facilities to highway engineers
and for assistance rendered to Laos for the
completion of the studies on the construction of
the Nam Ngum, Nam Cading bridges on route
A-3 (it was noted that, as an interim measure,
a pontoon bridge had been constructed over the
Nam Cading); (d) the Governments of the Federal
Republic of Germany and Japan for providing
highway engineers to render advisory services
to the Asian Highway countries; (e) the Govern-
ment of the Federal Republic of Germany for
funding two seminars on soil testing methodology
and traffic engineering, to be held in 1975; (f) the
Government of France for providing training
facilities to 14 Asian Highway engineers in
France; and (g) the Government of the USSR for
its offer to participate actively in the Asian
Highway project by deputing specialists on high-
way engineering and road transport development.

265. It was felt that the Asian Highway Co-
ordinating Committee should be convened as and
when necessary.

Typhoon Committee

266. The Commission had before it the report
of the-Typhoon Committee on its seventh session
E/CN.11/1180), and the note by the secretariat
EE/CN.U/LAIG). -The conclusions and recom-
mendations of the Committee were endorsed.

267. It was noted that significant progress had
been achieved in a number of fields: meteorolo-
gical telecommunication systems, implementation
of a pilot flood-forecasting scheme in the Re-
public of Korea, initial steps towards the imple-
mentation of a similar scheme in Laos, commu-
nity preparedness and disaster prevention, and
training associated with all those aspects. Such



progress was attributed mainly to the assistance
provided by several countries inside and outside
the region and by UNDP, and to the co-operation
between WMO, LRCS and ESCAP in assisting the
Committee in its work. -The Commission ex-
pressed its appreciation of that valuable support.

268. The Commission noted that, with regard to
the long-term staffing of the Typhoon Committee
secretariat, the Philippines Government was pre-
pared to provide a synoptic meteorologist for as
long as the secretariat had its headquarters in
Manila, and that the Japanese Government would
consider providing a hydrologist in 1976. The
staffing of the secretariat after the end of the
current UNDP project thus appeared to be as-
sured. The Committee considered that a senior
international technical adviser to advise and
guide the professional staff would still be neces-
sary, and the Commission agreed that ESCAP,
in co-operation with WMO, should approach
UNDP to seek an extension of technical support
to the Committee beyond the current project,
by the provision of at least the services of such
an adviser.

269. Progress had also been made in the area
of community preparedness and disaster preven-—
tion. A principal activity in that component had
been the second Joint LRCS/WMO/ESCAP Mis-
sion, which had visited Japan and the Philippines
in 1974. The Typhoon Committee had felt thata
joint mission should also visitthe remaining mem-
bers, the Khmer Republic and Lags, at the earliest
opportunity. It had expressed doubts, however,
about the feasibility of carrying out that mission
in 1975. The Commission endorsed the request
of the Committee that LRCS, WMO and ESCAP
keep the matter under review, and make proposals
to those member countries atthe earliestfeasible
time.

270. It was noted that, pursuant to arecommen-
dation made by the Joint Mission, a detailed pro-
posal for the holding of a regional seminar on
community preparedness and disaster prevention
in Japan had been drawn up. The Commission
noted with appreciation the offer of the Japanese
Government to provide funds for the seminar in
the fiscal year 1975, ending March 1976, on the
understanding that the date and detailed arrange-
ments would be worked out between the Govern-
ment of Japan and ESCAP. The seminar would
be open to participants from all the member
countries of the Typhoon Committee and of the
WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones.

271. Appreciation was expressed of the group
training courses held in Japan and of the finan-
cial support provided by member countries to
enable the staff of countries associated’with the
“Typhoon Committee to attend.

272. .The Commission noted with interest the
programmes and plans of the United States and
the USSR for observations and research related
to various aspects of the work of the Typhoon
Committee. In that connexion, the representative
of China pointed out that many countries were
greatly affected by typhoons, which had beneficial
as well as harmful effects, the associated rainfall
being a resource of vital importance. Experiments
on typhoon modification, which would have un-
predictable results, should therefore be carried
out only with the concurrence of all the countries
concerned.
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273. The representatives of LRCS and WMO
referred to the continuing close collaboration be-
tween those bodies and ESCAP in the support
for the various activities of the Typhoon Com-
mittee secretariat. LRCS was deeply involved
in the project, which had essentially humanitarian
objectives in its concern for community pre-
paredness and disaster prevention. Work had
begun on a manual setting out guidelines for
community preparedness and disaster prevention
in relation to tropical cyclones and associated
floods, and publication was planned by mid-1976.

274. WMO through its voluntary assistance pro-
gramme had contributed over $2 million in the
form of equipment and associated expert services
to the work associated with the Typhoon Com-
mittee. The typhoon programme and the related
programme on tropical cyclones were in effect
the operational part of the WMO Tropical Cyclone
project; the complementary part included studies
aimed at improving techniques for cyclone warn-
ing and storm-surge prediction.

Progress reports on regional institutions

Over-all review of the regional training institutions

275. The Commission, recalling its resolution
148 (XXX) concerning the over-all review of its
regional training institutions supported by the
United Nations Development Programme, noted
the report of the Review Mission to the Executive
Secretary of ESCAP (E/CN.11(1211), and con-
sidered the Executive Secretary's report and re-
commendations regarding the regional institutions
(E/CN.11/1209).

276. Expressing its satisfaction at the prompt
action taken by the Executive Secretary to im-
plement resolution 148 (XXX), the Commission
commended the members of the Mission on having
prepared a report which critically and objectively
analysed the over-all situation of the regional
institutions, and recommended far-reaching
changes with regard to the institutions under re-
view.

277. -The Commission noted that the United
Nations Centre for Regional Development had
also been included in the scope of the over-all
review, although it was a global institution and
not a regional institution supported by UNDP. It
welcomed the continued co-operation of thatCen-
tre with the Commission's regional institutions
in future schemes of collaboration and joint
effort for the benefit of the region. .

278. The Commission noted that the Executive
Secretary's report and recommendations had been
put forward with due consideration to the views
expressed by the government representatives, the
governing/advisory councils of the institutions,
UNDP, appropriate offices of the United Nations
and other parties concerned.

279. In that context, the Commission recognized
the need to postpone the implementation of the
Mission's recommendation regarding a con-
solidated budget for the institutions, and felt that
the question of the eventual integration of the
Asian Institute for Economic Development and
Planning and the Asian Centre for Development
Administration should be kept under review.



280. With regard to relocation, the Commission
noted and expressed its appreciation of the offer
of the Royal Government of Thailand to host on a
permanent basis the Asian Institute for Economic
Development and Planning at Bangkok by provid-
ing land and 20 per cent of the cost of the building
construction.

281. The Commission, inconsidering the recom-
mendations of the Executive Secretary relating to
programme co-ordination, financial considera-
tions and the executing agency role of ESCAPF,
noted that the implementation of those recommen-
dations would result in the effective utilization
of resources and the avoidance of unnecessary
duplication of efforts. At the same time, however,
the Commission noted the views of some delega-
tions, which drew attention to several points in
connexion with certainrecommendations, namely:
that the institutions needed to enjoy some de-
gree of autonomy in order to preserve their
specialized academic character; that the chair-
manship of the co-ordinating committee be on a
rotational basis among the directors of the in-
stitutions; that the functions of the single inter-
governmental governing council, the co-ordinating
committee and the advisory committees of the
institutions be clearly divided; that the proposed
changes relating to the legal status of the in-
stitutions be undertaken in close consultation
with the Governments concerned, particularly with
the Governments of the host countries; and that,
while accepting the principle of tapering-off of
institutional support by UNDP, such action be
carried out gradually over a period of 10 to 15
years, and with the simultaneous phasing-in of
programme support by UNDP.

282. -The Commission felt the need for appro-
priate changes in the various legal instruments
or plans of operation governing the regional in-
stitutions in order that those institutions might
become intergovernmental entities. It also gen-
erally endorsed the recommendations of the
Executive Secretary concerning the establish-
ment of a single intergovernmental governing
council for the regional institutions under re-
view.

283. In that context, the Commission also noted
the views of one delegation, which suggested
that the objectives of improved co-ordination
and avoidance of duplication could be attained
through the modified organization of the proposed
co-ordinating committee, and without the estab-
lishment of the single intergovernmental govern-
ing council. That delegation further expressed
the view that there was no special need to alter
the existing legal status of the institutions, and
that the existing independent governing/advisory
councils of the institutions could continue their
functions with the assistance of the suggested
modified co-ordinating committee.

284. The Commission emphasized the impor-
tance of the executing agency role of ESCAP, and
urged that all parties concerned actexpeditiously
to delegate the functions of executing agency to
ESCAP and make available to it the necessary
funds to permit the effective implementation of
the recommendations relating to the regional
institutions.

285. In concluding its general endorsement of
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the recommendations of the Executive Secretary,
the Commission considered and adopted resolu-
tion 158 (XXXI) concerning its regional training
institutions supported by the United Nations
Development Programme.

Asian [nstitute for Economic Development and
Planning

286. The Commission reviewed the progressand
achievements of the Institute as presented in the
report of its Governing Council (E/CN.11/1187).

-The Commission noted with appreciation the ac-

tivities of the Institute in the previous year and
endorsed the direction and content of its proposed
programme.

287. The Commission noted that the project do-
cument for 1974-1975 and, more particularly,
the guidelines for phase III took fully intoaccount
the changing needs of the countries in develop-
ment training and research. The work plan of the
Institute had been devised with a view toproviding
scope for a multidisciplinaryand interdisciplinary
approach to action-oriented programmes. In
carrying out its activities, the Institute also
aimed at an integrative approach to its three
main functions of training, research and advisory
services, and envisaged the closest collaboration
with the national institutions engaged in training
and research in social sciences in both the for-
mulation and implemention of its programmes.

288. The Commission expressed its satisfaction
that the Institute had undertaken extensive con-
sultations with the Governments and national and
international institutions in developing its guide-
lines. Such consultations had laid bare a few
problems which seemed to be of critical impor-
tance to the developing countries and which in-
cluded: income generation for the poorer sections
of the people in the rural and urban areas;
lessening of the inequalities in personal income
distribution; the special handicaps of the least
developed countries, including the land-locked
countries and the smaller island countries; and
the need to harmonize the development plans of
groups of countries. A view was expressed that
the Institute should pay more attention to the
problems of the war-torn countries.

289. It was noted with appreciation that the cen-
tral theme selected for phase III was "The eradi-
cation of poverty, unemployment and inequality",
as those problems had defied solution and were
of immediate concern to the developing countries
of the region. It was also noted that the Institute
intended to develop its detailed activities for
phase III in consultation with the Governments
and the national and regional institutions.

290. The Commission noted the efforts made by
the Institute to develop a work programme for
the island countries of the Pacific and the in-
tention of the Institute to set up a branch office
in the Pacific region. A view was expressed
that the Institute possessed the necessary re-
ceptivity and technical capabilities to respond
to the specific problems of the subregion relating
to the upgrading of vitally needed skills, institu-
tion building and human development.

291. The Commission was informed that the cur-
rent year's budget was estimated at $US 2 million



(iv)-

)

field by the United Nations and other
relevant organizations;

To perform such other functions and
activities as the Commission may re-
quest in all matters concerning popula-
tion problems in the region;

-To liaise as necessary with, and to

take "into account the relevant recom-

(OF

To keep under continuing review the
trade and commercial policies of the
countries of the region, and to promote
the development of trade, both between
the countries of the region and between
the region and the rest of the world,
with a view to assisting the economic
development of the countries of the
region;

mendations of, other legislative com- (ii)-To review the progress made by the

mittees established by the Commission. countries of the region in, and to pro-

. mote the development of techniques and

‘The Committee shall meet once every three methods for, trade development and

years and report to the Commission. expansion, including the training of trade
personnel;

i i (iii) To consider problems of international

5 Cafimifing on Sotial Development trade, particularly _thosie affecting the

Th ittee on ial 11 regional and subregional trade of coun-
havz tﬁe(igﬁl;?vlmg functisg;;?' RS quemsnt <ha tries in Asia and the Pacific, including
¢ matters relating to tradein commodities
i).To review and analyse the current and of interest to countries in the region,
@ prospective social situation incountries financial 1ns:1mt10é1.st and financing of
of the region, and to make appropriate trade, export credit Insurance, insu-
recommendations for promoting the re- rance and reinsurance, debt servicing,
alization of the basic principles and standardization of commodities, com-
objectives set out in the United Nations mercial arbitration, customs admxm?l—
Declaration on Social Progress and tration, marketing and marketresearch,
Development; product development, packaging, ship-
4 ping and ocean freight rates, the special
Siy ; ; £ problems of the developing island coun-
A ggm(iﬁgﬁgifof?;doﬁniﬁeaiggﬁfﬁ?iié'ﬁl tries, the least developed countries, the
development, especially its interrela- most seriously affected countries and
tionship with economic growth, policies the ‘lstid—locl;ed_i‘ctpuntlges,_ including
to secure institutional changes, and transit trade facilities, keeping 1n view
training of personnel with a view to the rights Iand interests of the countries
expediting the eradication of poverty and ggnce&gﬁd ti':élg %z%ancl;;télogrf;d nﬁ:g?ﬁ‘
promoting equitable distribution of de- d06 i 0| T WOPE Yefng done ™
velopment benefits and higher standards ue Ig Wt by Hhé United N gt d
of living; these fields by the Uni e- ations an

i other international bodies;

iii) - To iew the activities of the secre- ’ ;

(iii) Erﬁ??ﬁ R S ntin Rgher st (iv) To perform Stﬁ(:hc other functions and
and to make recommendations for the aciélgtlui%s xﬁitter?s gglnrgéiilion T&’érgg'_
formulation and implementation of the qu 3 d e ngbr ey
programme of work in this field, with 1t:101:ia- 200, Teslaual afls  SROregion
particular emphasis o, %ctivities in FAge;
priority areas as defined by the Com- (v) To review the activities of the secre-
mlssm[tl ftglomwt(;?;e ggiﬁlmg;):gklir:‘g }E}g tariat in the field of trade, and to make
:fi_cr_igm{) the United Na%ions o ather recommendations for the formulation
191 3; e L t'? : and implementation of the programme
Tele¥ant organizations, of work in this field, with particular

g : emphasis on activities in priority areas

(iv) Egtiw?iegggr;ns fgghcggéﬁségg:tiggg %EE as defined by the Cc;mmission f:‘}?m timﬁ

: i : to time, taking into account the wor
quest in a”t F“attlfers concerning social being done in this field by the United
development in the region; Nations and other relevant organiza-

'(v) To liaise as necessary with, and to uons;
take into account the relevant recom- - (vi)-To liaise as necessary with, and to take

mendations -of, other legislative com-
mittees established by the Commission,
especially the Committee on Develop-
ment Planning.

“The Committee shall meet once every three
years and report to the Commission.

into account the relevant recommenda-
tions of, other legislative committees
established by the Commission, the
United Nations Conference on-Trade and
Development and other international
bodies.

‘The Committee shall meet once every year
and report to the Commission.

6. Committee on Trade

I The formula in so far as it relates to the land-locked coun-
tries is under reservation by one member country.

.The Committee on -Trade shall have the
following functions:
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7. Transport and Communications Committee

-The -Transport and Communications Com-

mittee sh

1)

(i)

(iii).-

all have the following functions:

To keep under continuing review current
and projected developments in the field
of transport and communications, tou-
rism and facilitation of international
traffic by all modes of transport in the
region;

To recommend policies, strategies, me-
thods and techniques for the further
development of transport and communi-
cations, tourism and facilitation of inter-
national traffic by all modesoftransport
in the region, including required training
programmes;

To promote regional and subregional
co-operation, and interregional ' co-
ordination when necessary, in the field
of transport and communications, tou-
rism and facilitation of international
traffic by all modes of transport, and
to make recommendations for the for-
mulation and implementation of the pro-
gramme of work in this field, with
particular emphasis on activities in
priority areas as defined by the Com-
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(vi)-

mission from time to time, taking into
account the work being done in this field
by the United Nations and other relevant
organizations;

To review the activities of the secre-
tariat in the field of transport and
communications and tomake recommen-
dations for the formulation and im-
plementation of the programme of work
in this field, with particular emphasis
on activities in priority areasasdefined
by the Commission from time to time,
taking into account the work being done
in this field by the United Nations and
other relevant organizations;

‘To perform such other functions and

activities as the Commission may re-
quest in all matters concerning trans-
port and communications, tourism and
facilitation of international traffic by all
modes of transport in the region;

To liaise as necessary with, and to
take into account the relevant recom-
mendations of, other legislative com-
mittees established by the Commission.

.The Committee shall meet once every year
and report to the Commission.



Chapter il

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS
THIRTY-FIRST SESSION

154 (XXXI). New Delhi Declaration: Regional
Contribution to the Establishmentof a New Inter-
national Economic Order

.The Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201
(S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) on the Declaration and
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order, as adopted,

Further recalling Commission resolution 140
(XXX) containing the Colombo Declaration of its
resolve to intensify action in the identified pri-
ority areas, to work towards an integrated ap-
proach to economic and social development, and
to assist subregional and other forms of joint
effort within the over-all framework of regional
co-operation,

Convinced that the progress made in imple-
menting the decisions of the Commission at its
previous session and in securing a cohesive and
multidisciplinary approach to the developmental
problems of the region, particularly through an
action-oriented programme of work, will further
the establishment of a New International Econo-
mic Order,

Aware of the importance of the thirty-first
sesSion of the Commission, which is being held
at the mid-point of the Second United Nations
Development Decade and which provides the first
opportunity to formulate the regional contribution
to the establishment of a New International Eco-
nomic Order,

Having reviewed the progress made during
the Second United Nations Development Decade,

Concerned at the substantial shortfall in the
attainment of the objectives of the International
Development Strategy of the Second United Na-
tions Development Decade, the unsatisfactory
pace of development and, in particular, lagging
agricultural production and continuing food short-
ages, low levels of industrial growth, a deterio-
ration in the terms of trade and balance-of-
payments problems, falling prices of some com-
modities and rising import costs, all of which
affect most developing countries of the region,

Aware that these problems are often due toor
aggravated by historical circumstances, including
alien and colonial domination and neo-colonialism
in all its forms, and by imbalance in the distri-
bution of food and raw materials, periodicnatural
disasters, global inflation along with recession
in some major industrial countries, recurrent
instability of the international monetary systems,
high prices and global shortages of essential
goods and inputs, and rapid rates of population
growth,

Mindful of the need to give special attention
to the poorest people within the developing coun-
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tries and the least developed countries, including
the land-locked and island countries and the most
seriously affected countries,

Reaffirming the ardent wish of the peoples of
the region to continue to develop their national
economies in accordance with the principles of
independence and self-reliance, and to promote
international co-operation on the basis of equa-
lity and mutual benefit,

Recognizing that a high rate of economic
growth is not in itself sufficient, and thatit is the
distribution of wealth between regions and peo-
ples and its impact on the environment and qua-
lity of life that determine the welfare of the

people,

Motivated by the common determination to
end poverty in the region and to provide a richer
and fuller life to its people,

Further recognizing the imperative need to
intensify regional co-operation in all sectors of
economic and social activity with the objective
of promoting increasing self-reliance, indivi-
dually and jointly, among the developing countries
of the region,

Having considered the report of the Regional
Post-World Population Conference Consultation,
which placed emphasis on population as an im-
portant factor in integrated development planning,

Having considered also General Assembly
resolution 3344 (XXIX) stressing the importance
of population policies and programmes,

Conscious of the significant role of technology
in the development of the national economies of
the region and its immediate relevance to all
sectors of economic activity,

Believing that the resources of the earth need
to be conserved and utilized in the most efficient
manner,

1. Appeals to the international community and
Member States of the region to rededicate them-
selves to, and display the necessary political will
for, the attainment of the objectives of the Second
United Nations Development Decade and the
achievement of growth with social justice, and
to accord the highest priority to the production
of food and the economic and social development
of the most disadvantaged;

2. Calls upon member countries to intensify
their efforts to step up food output, particularly
through co-operative measures, with a view to
achieving self-sufficiency in food through in-
creased production and effective utilization of
agricultural inputs, improvements inthe required
infrastructure and full utilization of the potential
of rainfed areas for food production, with em-
phasis on the improvement of the well-being of
small farmersandagricultural labourers, through
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158 (XXXI). Regional - training institutions of
the Commission supported by the United Nations
Development Programme

-The Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific,

Recalling its resolution 148 (XXX), regarding
the over-all review of the Commission's regional
training institutions supported by the United Na-
tions Development Programme, namely the Asian
Institute for Economic Development and Planning,
the Asian Statistical Institute, the Asian Centre
for Development Administration, and the Asian
Centre for Training and Research in Social
Welfare and Development,

Noting with appreciation the action taken by
the Executive Secretary to organize a mission to
undertake an over-all review of the Commission's
regional institutions,

Deeply appreciative of the financial assistance
provided by the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, which enabled the Executive Secretary
to field a mission to undertake the over-all re-
view of the institutions,

-Taking cognizance of the report of the Review
Mission to the Executive Secretary# and the find-
ings and recommendations contained therein,

Taking .note of the Executive Secretary's re-
port” on the regional institutions, and the recom-
mendations and proposals contained therein,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Governments concerned, in
particular with the Governments of host coun-
tries, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, and the appropriate offices of the United
Nations Headquarters, to take allnecessary steps
in line with the recommendations and proposals
contained in his report to:

(a) Effect the appropriate changes in the
various legal instruments or plans of operation
governing the regional institutions in order that
these institutions may become intergovernmental
entities;

(b) Establish a single intergovernmental go-
verning council for the four institutions, which
will replace the existing separate governing/
advisory bodies;

(¢) Set up a co-ordinating committee at the
technical level to assist the intergovernmental
governing council;

(d) Establish an expert advisory committee
for each of the institutions to assist them in their
respective substantive programme areas;

(e) Entrust the intergovernmental governing
council with the consideration of the question of
budget consolidation after it has gained some ex-
perience through the implementation of the other
measures provided for by this resolution;

(f) Keep under review the question of the
eventual integration of the Asian Institute for
Economic Development and Planning and the
Asian Centre for Development Administration;

4 E/CN.11/1211.
5 E/CN.11/1209.
6 [bid.
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(g) Prepare for the gradual tapering-off of
institutional support, and phasing-in of pro-
gramme support provided by the United Nations
Development Programme for the regional insti-
tutions, subject to the qualifications contained in
the Executive Secretary's report;

(h) Take the necessary steps for the designa-
tion of the Commission as executing agency for
the regional institutions supported by the United
Nations Development Programme, and arrange
for the allotment of the necessary funds to the
Commission for this purpose;

2. Invites the United Nations Centre for Re-
gional Development, in Nagoya, Japan, to continue
its collaboration with the Executive Secretary and
the regional institutions;

3. Earnestly calls upon the United Nations
Development Programme and the appropriate
offices of the United Nations Headquarters to
assist the Executive Secretary in his efforts to
implement the recommendations of this resolu-
tion and those contained in the Executive Secre-
tary's report,® and to expedite the process of
delegation of executing agency functions for the
regional institutions to the Commission as well
as the allotment of the necessary funds to it for
this purpose;

4, Requests the Executive Secretary to ex-
pedite the launching of the Asian Centre for
Training and Research in Social Welfare and
Development, and to take all necessary measures
to ensure that, during the transition period re-
sulting from the implementation of the foregoing
recommendations, theactivities, programmes and
operations of all the institutions shall not be
adversely affected;

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary
to report to the Commission at its thirty-second
session on the progress made.

500th meeting,
6 March 1975.

159 (XXXI). Regional centre for technology
transfer

-The Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific,

Realizing that technology plays an important
role in the process of the rapid industrialization
of developing countries and that their industrial
backwardness is a reflection of the technological
backwardness,

Recognizing that technology transfer on fair
terms is of crucial importance to the industriali-
zation of developing countries,

Awa_re that most of the developing countries
are facing serious problems in acquiring/impor-
ting technology to suit their special needs,

Bearing in mind that the mere importation of
technology from developed countries is inade-
quate and that, more importantly, technology
needs to be adapted, absorbed and innovated in
an appropriate manner to service the varied
needs of developing countries,



Convinced that there is need to create an ap-
propriate institution within the ESCAP region to
help the developing countries to acquire, adapt
and absorb technology,

Re-affirming their conviction that there isneed
for co-operation among the developing countries of
the ESCAP region in the field of transfer of tech-
nology with a view to promoting self-reliance,

1. Reiterates the conclusion of the Commis-
sion at its thirtieth session concerning the need
to set up a centre for technology transfer within
the region;

2. Welcomes with great appreciation the offer
of the Government of India to provide host facili-
ties for the proposed centre;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to ap-
point a group of regional experts to make a fea-
sibility study of the proposal to establish the
centre for technology transfer in India, and to
prepare a comprehensive project report for con-
sideration by the Committee on Industry, Housing
and Technology at its first session in 1975 and,
if that is not possible, by the Advisory Committee
of Permanent Representatives and, in any case,
for decision by the Commission at its thirty-
second session.

500th meeting,
6 March 1975.

160 (XXXI). Arrangements on shipping and ports

.The Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific,

Recalling that one of the principal objectives
of the International Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development Decade is to
promote by national, regional and international
action the earnings of developing countries from
invisible trade, including shipping, and that the
national shipping lines of developing countries
should have an increasing and substantial parti-
cipation in the carriage of cargoes generated by
their foreign trade,

Bearing in mind that the Programme of Action
on the Establishment of a New International Eco-
nomic Order, adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations, provides inter alia that all
efforts should be made:

(a) To promote an increasing and equitable
participation of developing countries in
the world shipping tonnage;

(b) To arrest and reduce the ever-increasing
freight rates in order to reduce the cost
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of imports to, and exports from, the deve-
loping countries,

Noting with concern that the combined fleets
of the ESCAP developing countries in 1973 ac-
countec}i for only 3 per cent of the world fleet
(d.w.t.),

Recognizing the potential that exists for the
very successful development of the shipping in-
dustry in all its aspects in the developing coun-
tries of ESCAP,

Bearing in mind also the substantial contribu-
tion the development of shipping could make to
the rapid general economic development of the
developing countries of ESCAP,

Noting particularly that there is no gestation
period for ships, which are also internationally
disposable assets,

Recognizing the inability of the developing
countries of ESCAP to achieve the targets set by
the Second United Nations Development Decade
Strategy, unless a concentrated effort is made
with assistance from bilateral and multilateral
sources,

Bearing in mind the special difficulties of the
developing island and land-locked countries,

Recalling resolution 143 (XXX) and taking note
of the report of the Expert Group convened by
the Executive Secretary and considering the pro-
posal contained in the findings and recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Committee of Permanent
Representatives and Other Representatives De-
signated by the Members of the Commission,

Recognizing the need for the regional econo-
mic commission to co-ordinate its activities on
shipping with several other United Nations and
international bodies, such as the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, the Inter-
governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza-
tion, the Economic Commission for Africa, the
Economic Commission for Latin Amerieca, and
the Economic Commission for West Asia,

1. Decides that there shall in principle be one
forum for shipping and ports;

2. Further decides that the decision on the
establishment of the forum shall be taken by the
Commission at its thirty-second session;

3. Invites the Executive Secretary in the
meantime to take all necessary measures to en-
sure under his guidance the better co-ordination
of all matters relating to shipping and ports.

500th meeting,
6 March 1975.



.Chapter A"
PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES

- 344. At its 501st meeting on 7 March 1975, the
Commission approved the programme of work
and priorities for 1975-1977, subject to its revi-
sion in the light of the discussions at the Com-
mission session. -The programme of work .and
priorities for 1975-1977 has accordingly been
revised in consultation with the Advisory Com-
mittee of Permanent Representatives and Other
Representatives Designated by Members of the
Commission, and is set out below. -The pro-
gramme for the development of shipping and
ports (11) reflects the decisions of the Commis-
sion as contained in its resolution 160 (XXXI).

Introduction

345,
held in Sri Lanka in March/April 1974, there
was "a general consensus that the Executive
Secretary should take all necessary measures to
ensure that the high-priority areas identified for
action were brought to the attention of all the
subsidiary bodies of ECAFE and reflected in
their activities and programmes of work" (E/
5469, para. 202). '

346. In accordance with the directions given by
the Commission at its thirtieth session, the for-
mat and substance of the programme of work and
priorities, 1975-1977, have been carefully seru-
tinized and revised in consultation with the Advi-
sory Committee of Permanent Representatives
and Other Representatives Designated by Mem-
bers of the Commission, and in the light of the
discussions at sessions of the legislative com-
mittees held prior to the thirty-first session of
the Commission. -The main objectives of the
exercise have been to:

(i) Develop a cohesive, multidisciplinary
and action-oriented programme of work
for ESCAP as a whole, representing an
integrated approach to the developmental
problems of the region, particularly in
the priority areas. This implies a move-
ment away from the traditional fragmen-
tation of the programme of work on an
exclusively divisional basis;

Make a careful selection of programmes
and projects which are mutually reinfor-
cing and will have the maximum impact
on thedevelopmentofthe region. Further-
more, such programmes and projects
should have the best chance of successin
implementation, and a reasonable gesta-
tion period;

(1

Secure in the programme of work an
integration of the basic functions of
ESCAP including: (a) research and stu-
dies, (b) forum for discussions and nego-
tiations, (c) technical assistance, and
(d) clearing-house for information;

(iii)

Obtain a clearer definition of substantive
programmes and projects. Hitherto, there
has been considerable confusion as be-
tween programmes, projects, and a di-

iv)

At the thirtieth session of the Commission,
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verse range ofactivities, several of which
are relatively routine and administrative
in nature; and
(v) Ensure that specific activities lead, as
far as possible, to concrete results, and
directly relate totherelevant programme
components . and, in turn, to the pro-
gramme as a whole.

A. Basic directives

347. In preparing this programme, the Execu-
tive Secretary and the Commission's subsidiary
bodies have followed the basic directives and
decisions of the Economic and Social Council and
the General Assembly, as well as the recommen-
dations of ACABQ, regarding concentration, co-
ordination, decentralization, programmes of work
and priorities in the economic and social fields,
pattern of conferences and related questions, and
control and limitation of documentation. In parti-
cular, every attempt has been made to ensure
that the programme of work constitutes an ef-
fective regional contribution towards the imple-
mentation of the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic
Order, as envisaged in General Assembly reso-
lutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).

B. Concerted action and co-ordination

348. In implementing the programme of work
and priorities, while greater attention will con-
tinue to be given to practical projects and field-
type activities, it is also proposed to intensify a
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach
in identified fields. Such an attempt will be evi-
dent in the content of the revised programme of
work, which aims to secure an integrated ap-
proach to the developmental problems of the
region.

349. Concerted action and co-ordination in the
United Nations system have also been sustained
through various joint interagency divisions or
units and through interagency co-ordination at the
regional level, particularly in the context of
Commission resolution 119 (XXVII) entitled
"Strengthening and co-ordination of the regional
structures of the United Nations". ESCAP has
continued to co-operate extensively with UNGCTAD
and the International Trade Centre in their trade
development activities relating to the region. The
activities undertaken in co-operation with UPU
have gained in strength. and are progressing
satisfactorily. In addition tointeragency meetings
on social development and population, over-all
interagency co-ordination has been further in-
tensified.

350. In formulating the integrated programme
of work and priorities, the agencies concerned
have been closely consulted and the comments
received from them carefully considered. Fur-
thermore, as in previous years, the Executive
Secretary has followed the policy of utilizing,
wherever appropriate, the services of such bodies
as universities, national, private or public insti-
tutions and non-governmental organizations for



carrying out part of the projects in the world
programme.

C. New institutional arrangements

351. A Panel of Experts on Tropical Cyclones
was organized by WMO in co-operation with
ESCAP and held its first session in December
1973. In pursuance of earlier decisions of the
Commission, the Regional Mineral Resources
Development Centre was established on 24 Octo-
ber 1973. Considerable progress has been made
towards the establishment of a- Tin Research and
Development Centre. Satisfactory progress has
been made towards the establishment of the
UNDP-assisted Asian Centre for Training and
Research in Social Welfare and Development.
The Asian Rice Trade Fund was established on
1 December 1974 as a legal entity and is pursuing
its activities with the assistance of ESCAP. - The
Asian Clearing Union was established on 9
December 1974, and the inaugural meeting of its
Board of Directors was convened.

D. Decentralization and strengthening of the
secretariat

352. Progress has been made with regard to
the delegation of executing agency functions to
the Commission and the strengthening of the
secretariat.

E. Control and limitation of documentation

353. Measures for sustained control over docu-
mentation have continued, including forward plan-—
ning, in keeping with internal arrangements and
the directives of higher bodies.-The 15 per cent
reduction in the year on documentation, called
for by the Secretary-General, has been success-
fully achieved by ESCAP. In addition, every effort
is being made to ensure that documents are fina-
lized early to allow participants adequate time
for their consideration. In this connexion, since
the main committees meet very shortly before
the Commission's annual session, the processing
of their reports entails a considerable workload
for the secretariat staff over a relatively short
period of time. In order to avoid this difficulty
in the future, and to facilitate compliance with
rule 2 of the rules of procedure of the Commis-
sion, it has been proposed in the calendar of
meetings that the meetings of the main commit-
tees should be completed by November or Decem-
ber of each year.

F. Implementation of the work programme

354. While it is desirable to have as firm a
programme as possible, unforeseeable factors
sometimes make it necessary to alter or abandon
certain projects, or to accord them different
priorities. The Commission has, as in the past,
left it to the discretion of the Executive Secretary
to modify or defer projects, or to establish dif-
ferent priorities within the framework of the
approved programme of work, should he deem it
necessary.

355. Statistical support in the form of collection,
compilation and publication for the entire inte-
grated programme oOf work will be provided on a
priority basis.
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Explanatory notes

356. -The existing format of the programme of
work has been revised to describe activities at
three separate levels: programmes, programme
components and specific activities. These cate-
gories are based on the biennial programme
budgeting and medium-term plan of the United
Nations in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 3043 (XVII).

357. Programmes refer to broad spheres of
activity which may or may not coincide with the
divisions of the secretariat, e.g. Raw materials
and development.

358. Programme components are intended to
cover periods of medium-term duration and de-
fine the major elements in regard to the relevant
programmes, e.g. Regional and subregional co-
operation in raw materials, in the programme
on raw materials and development.

359. Specific activities indicate those activities
(studies, meetings, technical assistance, etc.)
which have a specific outcome and whose duration
can be calculated with a reasonable degree of
accuracy, e.g. studies on timber, palm-oil, jute,
tapioca and cther problem commodities for com-
pletion by 1977, under the programme component:
Regional and subregional co-operation in raw
materials.

360. Against each specific activity, the follow-
ing information has been provided: (i) type of
activity;! (ii) main unit in ESCAP responsible for
the activity;2 (iii) participating units in ESCAP;
(ivl.)l participating units outside ESCAP; (v) time-
schedule; and (vi) resources (available and anti-
cipated).3

361. One asterisk (*) denotes those activities
for which resources are not available in the fore-
seeable future.

362. -The first section of the draft contains the
integrated programme of work in the five priority
areas identified by the Commission at its thir-
tieth session, namely: (a) development of food
and agriculture; (b) development, utilization and
conservation of energy resources; (c) raw mate-
rials and development; (d)developmentand trans-
fer of appropriate technology; and (e) external
financial resources.

363. The second section contains the programme
of work in other fields of activity, including
special measures for the least developed and
land-locked countries and developing island States.

364. The following symbols have been allocated
to the programmes:

1 Refers to the following categories:
(a) Technical assistance
b) Research and studies
¢) Collection and dissemination of information

Discyssions and negotiations through conferences and
meetings

2 The participation of the Technical Co-operation Unit is com-

mon to most specific activities.

3 EP = established post;
RA =regional advisers;
XB = post from extrabudgetary resources.

The resource position js indicated with reference to the “Viain
unit in ESE.

C = consultants;

s
respansiLle for the activity”.



Symbol

(1) Development of food and agriculture 01
(2) Development, utilization and conservation of energy resources 02
(3) Raw materials and development 03
(4) Development and transfer of appropriate technology 04
(5) External financial resources 05
(6) Development planning 06
(7) Industrial development 07
(8) Housing, building and physical planning 08
(9) Human environment 09
(10) Promotion and expansion of trade and monetary arrangements 10
(11) Development of shipping, ports and inland waterways 11
(12) Development of transport 12
(13) Development of communications facilities 13
(14) Development of tourism 14
(15) Mineral resources development 15
(16) Development of water resources 16
(17) Special measures for the least developed and land-locked countries 17
and developing island States
(18) Policies and plans for social development and welfare 18
(19) Population policies and programmes 19
(20) Statistical development and services 20
365. Each programme component forms a sub- 367. So that it may be related as far as prac-
classification, e.g. the programme component: ticable to the biennial programme budgeting and

Improvement of agricultural plans and policies
under the programme: Development of food and
agriculture (01), is identified as 01.1; pro-
gramme component: General transport planning
and facilitation of international traffic, under the
programme: Development of transport (12), as
12.1, and so on.

366. The references to specific activities by
symbol numbers follow in sequence; for example,
specific activity: Review and analyses of agri-
cultural development plans and their implemen-
tation, including selected case studies, is iden-
tified as 01.1.(i), and so on.

45

medium-term plan of the United Nations, the
programme of work has been drawn up to cover
the period from the conclusion of the thirty-first
session of the Commission to the end of 1977.

368. The programme of work does not list
meetings of the main legislative committees.
Information on regional advisory services avail-
able at ESCAP included is given in annex.

369. By definition, the highest priority should
be given to the implementation of the activities
in the first section, namely, the programme of
work in the five priority areas.
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Chapter V

WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE
THIRTIETH SESSION

370. In conformity with the decisions and recom-
mendations of the Colombo session, which called
for new approaches and new directions to enable
ESCAP to carry out its work inthe priority areas
more effectively, the secretariat embarked upon
several new lines of action in implementing its
mandate during the year under review.

371. One of these was the establishment of in-
terdivisional task forces within the secretariat
to carry out projects of the highest priority. In
pursuance of resolution 142 (XXX), a task force
was established to implement the Commission's
decision concerning the establishment of a world
fertilizer fund. Another task force was set up for
United Nations Emergency Operations in order
to provide assistance to the office created at the
United Nations Headquarters for this purpose.
Task Force were also established to formulate
an_ integrated work programme in the following
priority areas: (a) foodand agriculture; (b) energy
resources; (¢) raw materials and development;
(d) development and transfer of appropriate tech—
nology; and (e) external financial resources.

372. One of the four functions of ESCAP is to
serve as a clearing-house of information for
development in the region. A task force was also
established to deliberate on this project. Expert
groups were convened to assist the Executive
Secretary in formulating his recommendations
regarding the world fertilizer fund, the work pro-
gramme in shipping and the function of ESCAP
as a clearing-house for information. Expertgroup
meetings were also organized on coarse food
grains and pulses and on raw materials.

373. To expedite work in priority areas, the
task forces selected and developed eight specific
projects in the following priority areas for im-
mediate implementation: (a) food andagriculture;
(b) energy resources; (¢) raw materials and de-
velopment; (d) fertilizers; (e) development and
transfer of appropriate technology; and (f) speeial
measures for the land-locked countries and de-
veloping island States. Seven of the eightprojects
in these areas were submitted for UNDP financing
on a priority basis, and approval has been ob-
tained. These projects are already being imple-
mented. The eighth project has also been sub-
mitted to UNDP for approval.

A. ACTIVITIES OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES!
Agricultural development

374. The Expert Group Meetin% on Regional
Co-operation in the Production of Coarse Grains
and Pulses in the ESCAP Region was held at
Bangkok in December 1974. The meeting reviewed
and identified the problem areas inthe production
of and demand for coarse grains and pulses in
the countries of the region and discussed the
priority action programmes required at national

I Alist of meetings of subsidiary bodies is given in Annex [.
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and regional levels in regard to four major as-
pects of the production of these food crops, name-
ly, seed, area, study of demand and supply, and
trade. The Group recommended studies calling
for immediate regional action.

Development planning

375. The following meetings were held during
the period under review:

ESCAP/SIDA/ISBI Seminar on the Mobili-
zation of Private Savings, Bangkok, Sep-
tember 1974

Expert Group on Development Policy and
Planning, Bangkok, November 1974

Group of Expert Consultants on Raw Ma-
terials and Development, Bangkok,
December 1974

376. The Seminar on the Mobilization of Private
Savings made a number of recommendations for
the promotion of savings in countries of the
ESCAP region and stressed the urgency of ex-
changing ideas and information and the need for
regional co-operation in this field.

377. The Expert Group on Development Policy
and Planning considered in detail the draft of the
mid-term reviewand appraisal of the International
Development Strategy in the ESCAP region as
well as the programme of work and priorities.
The Group made a number of suggestions for
restructuring and improving the review and
generally endorsed the work programme.

378. The Meeting of Consultants on Raw Ma-
terials reviewed and evaluated the roles and ac-
tivities of several commodity communities in the
ESCAP region, explored and recommended alter-
natives for solving production and trade problems
in the field of raw materials and suggested acti-
vities for ESCAP, existing commodity communi-
ties and similar organizations. Discussions cen-
tred on problems relating to natural rubber,
tropical hardwoods, coconut and pepper, which
are some of the most important primary commo-
dities in the ESCAP region.

Industry, housing and technology

379. The following meetings were held during
the year under review:

Ad Hoc Expert Group on the Preparation
of a Working Manual on Incorporation of
Environmental Considerations in Planning
for Economic and Social Development,
Bangkok, August 1974

Regional Group for Asia of the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science
and Technology to Development (ACAST)
(tenth session), Bangkok, September 1974



Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting to Examine
the Feasibilig of Establishing a Regional
Technology Bank for Agro-Industries,
Bangkok, October 1974

Special Preparatory Meeting for the Second
General Conference of UNIDO, Bangkok,
October-November 1974 (preceded by an
Expert Group Meeting in September 1974)

380. The Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting for the
Preparation of a Working Manual on Incorporation
of Environmental Considerations in Planning for
Economic and Social Development was held to
prepare a detailed table of contents of the manual
and a time-table for the completion of its various
chapters by each of the participants.

381. The Regional Group for Asia of ACAST
reiterated its previous recommendations re-
garding the implementation of the Asian Plan of
Action on the Application of Science and Techno-
logy to Development.

382. The Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting to Exa-
mine the Feasibility of Establishing a Regional
Technology Bank for Agro-Industries recommen-
ded more intensive and innovative programmes
for transmitting relevant technology and technical
and managerial skills, particularly through the
establishment of regional and subregional insti-
tutional machinery. It was felt that ESCAP, in
conjunction with other agencies, should encourage
a programme of intergovernmental consultations
concerning the various aspects of production and
development and exchanges of information, with
particular reference to appropriate technology
in agro-based industries.

383. The Special Preparatory Meeting discussed
the basic issues and requirements of industriali-

zation of the ESCAP region and adopted a Decla-

ration entitled "Industrialization in the Asia and
Pacific Region: Principles and Programmes of
Action" as part II of its report. The Declaration
is to be presented to the Second General Con-
ference of UNIDO, to be held at Lima, Peru, in
March 1975. Reaffirming the importance of in-
dustrialization as a means of improving the living
standards and the quality of life of the masses
in the developing countries, the Declaration out-
lines national policy measures to achieve the ul-
timate objectives of growth, social justice and
self-reliance, proposes actions for co-operation
between developing countries in Asia and the
Pacific, and recommends measures tobring about
accelerated interregional co-operation among de-
veloping countries. It urges the adoption of new
forms of co-operation between developing and de-
veloped countries. In particular, it suggests that
the annual growth rate of industry in the de-
veloping Asian countries should be increased to
a minimum of about 12 per cent.

Notural resources

384. The following meetings were held during
the period under review:

Seminar on the Application of Remote-
sensing Technology to Natural Resources
Development, Bangkok, September-
October 1974.
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WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones
(second session), Colombo, December
1974.

385. The Seminar on remote-sensing technology
recommended, inter alia, thatthe ESCAP secreta-
riat initiate a study in consultation with member
countries to determine the need for a regional
remote-sensing facility containing a receiving
station for earth-resources telemetered data, as
well as data-processing and interpretation faci-
lities and a data bank, and examine how such faci-
lities might be organized.

386. The WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cy-
clones requested WMO, ESCAP and LRCS to
expedite the preparation of guidelines for the
organization of effective disaster-prevention sys-
tems, and supported the view of the Typhoon
Committee that there was an urgent need for a
regional seminar on community preparedness
and disaster prevention. It requested WMO, in
consultation with ESCAP and the member coun-
gies, to draft a project request for UNDP assis-
nce.

Population

387. The -following meetings were held during
the period under review:

Regional Pre-World Population Conference
Consultation, Bangkok, May 1974

Regional Post-World Population Con-
flegt:?%nce Consultation, Bangkok, January

388. The Regional Pre-World Population Con-
ference Consultation considered the principal
themes of the World Population Conference (Bu-
charest, August 1974) and reviewed the draft
World Population Plan of Action in order tomake
proposals which would incorporate specific Asian
experiences.

389. The Regional Post-World Population Con-
ference Consultation to review the World Popula-
tion Plan of Action was held to propose an objec-
tive programme adapted to the requirements and
conditions of countries in the region. Its report,
contained in doecument E/CN.11/1208, includes:
proposals for programmes and measures com-
prising a population strategy for development;
recommendations for implementing the proposals,
including means of incorporation in development
planning; and proposals for regional co-operation
and co-ordination.

Social development

390. The following meetings were organized:

Expert Group on the Determination of
Social Development ContentinSocial Work
Education Curricula, Bangkok, November
1974

Regional Workshop‘ on Social Welfare As-
pects of Family Planning, Bangkok, De-
cember 1974

Regional Consultation for Asia and the Far
East on the Integration of Women in
Development with Special Reference to
Population Factors, Bangkok, May 1974



391. The Expert Group Meeting was convened
to work out guidelines for a development-oriented
social work curriculum.

392. The Regional Workshop focused on social
and community aspects, and the attitudes being
developed for family planning activities sup-
portive of clinical efforts.

393. The Regional Consultation was organized
to define a clearer role for women in the develop-
ment process in Asia and to propose an Asian
Plan for the Integration of Women in Development.

Statistics

394. The following meetings were held during
the period under review:

Workshop on Census Tabulation, Using the
COCENTS System, Bangkok, August 1974

Working Group on Manpower and Labour
?gz'l?tistxcs, Bangkok, October-November

395. The Workshopon Census Tabulation focused
on training in the use of COCENTS software to
ensure faster and more efficient tabulation of
census and survey data.

396. The Working Group on Manpower and La-
bour Statistics recommended, inter alia, that:
(a) survey systems be established as an essential
complement to household surveys; (b) a register
or master list of establishments be developed;
(c) general operating guidelines in the form of
manuals, training materials, etc., be prepared;
(d) the statistical outline of the subsystem of the
system of social and demographic statistics be
kept in view in developing manpower and labour
statistics.

Trade

397. The following meetings were held during
the period under review:

International Trade and Development Con-
ference, Washington, June 1974

Trade Negotiations Group (resumed fourth
session), Bangkok, July-August 1974

Meeting of Experts in Maritime Training
among COORDCOM Member Countries,
Bangkok, August 1974

Round-table Meeting on Asian Reinsurance
Co-operation, Bangkok, October 1974

Trade Negotiations Group (review mission)
Bangkok, December 1974

Inaugural Meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors of the AsianClearing Union, Bangkok,
December 1974

398. The Trade and Development Conference
was organized by ESCAP, in co-operation with
the Washington State Commission, with the main
objective of stimulating two-way trade and de-
velopment activities between countries of the
ESCAP region and the United States.
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399. During the resumed fourth session of the
Trade Negotiations Group, 68 bilateral negotia-
tions were held. There were exchanges of speci-
fic request lists as well as significant offers of
tariff reductions on specific commodities.

400. The Meeting of Experts in Maritime Trai-
ning among Member Countries of the Co-ordina-
ting Committee of Southeast Asian Senior Offi-
cials on Transport and Communications (COORD-
COM), jointly organized by the ESCAP secretariat
and the South East Asian Agency for Regional
Transport and Communications Development
(SEATAC), made recommendations concerning the
adoption of common standards and the training of
personnel.

401. As a direct follow-up to the joint UNCTAD/
ESCAP Round-table Meeting of Asian Insurance
Commissioners, held at Bangkok in July 1972, an
UNCTAD/ESCAP Round-table Meeting on Asian
Reinsurance Co-operation was organized with the
financial backing of the Swedish International De-
velopment Authority. The meeting discussed pre-
vailing reinsurance conditions in the ESCAP re-
gion and examined the various existing Asian
subregional reinsurance schemes. It also consi-
dered a proposal to establish a regional Asian
reinsurance corporation and decided to setup a
preparatory committee toundertake the necessary
studies in 1975.

402. The Asian Clearing Union was inaugurated
and the first meeting of its Board of Directors
was held on 9 and 10 December 1974. The Board
elected Mr. H.E. Tennekoon, Governor of the Cen-
tral Bank of Ceylon, to be its Chairman and
Mr. S. Jagannathan, Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, Vice-Chairman. The Board una-
nimously accepted the ofter of the Bank Markazi,
Iran, to act as Agent of the Clearing Union to
conduct clearing arrangements, and decided to
locate the Union's headquarters at Tehran. A
Technical Committee, consisting of senior offi-
cials from the participating central banks, was
set up by the Board to formulate the draft rules
of procedure for the conduct of the clearing
arrangements.

Transport and communications

403. The following meetings were held during
the period under review:

Railway Group Meetings and the Working
Party of Experts on the Trans-Asian Rail-
way, Bangkok, September 1974

ESCAP/UPU Intergovernmental Working
fg%"rlty of Postal Experts, Bangkok, October

Intergovernmental
Telecommunication
November 1974

Working
Experts,

Party of
Bangkok,

404. The Group Meetings recommended the es-
tablishment of a joint roving mission of railway
research experts to assist railway administra-
tions of the region in identifying areas of re-
search study and problems meriting detailed
investigation; endorsed the proposed seminar-
cum-study tours on "Diesel and gas turbine trac-
tion" (in France) and on "Methods of training



for engineers and technical personnel and ar-
rangement of scientific research in the field of
railway transport"” (in the USSR); and recom-
mended the implementation of the 17 subprojects
of the Trans-Asian Railway network.

405. The Postal Experts recommended: (a) the
continuity and strengthening of the regional postal
advisory services and their institutionalization;
(b) assistance in setting up national study, re-
search and planning cells for postal development;
(c) studies on regional problems, including pre-
feasibility studies for setting up a regional re-
search, studies and development centre, a regional
institute for higher management staff and a re-
gional data bank; (d) the strengthening of postal
training programmes in the region; and (e) the
intensification and broadening of joint ESCAP/
UPU activities.

406. The Telecommunication Experts made re-
commendations concerning: (a) studies by ITU
and ESCAP on the Asian telecommunity, to be
completed by mid-1975; (b) an expert group, to
be convened in October 1975 to draft a statute
for the Asian telecommunity; (c) an intergovern-
mental working party of telecommunication ex-
perts, to be convened in early 1976 to finalize
the statute and functions of the Asiantelecommu-
nity; and (d) a co-ordinated feasibility study for
the development of international telecommunica-
tion, to cover in particular the over-all use of
different transmission media, the strengthening
of the training programme, and the expansion of
the ESCAP/ITU Unit during the rest of the cur-
rent decade.

B. OTHER ACTIVITIES

Agricultural development

407. As in past years, the secretariat continued
to collect and analyse data on food and agricul-
tural production, demand and consumption, trade,
and prices at the national and regional levels. It
participated in the greparatory work for the
Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the
Pacific, 1974 (mid-term review and appraisal
for the Second United Nations Development De-
cade in the ESCAP region). It also continued to
assist the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the
Far East in connexion with the economic aspects
of food and agriculture in the region.

408. Follow-up action was continued to invite
eligible countries to join the Asian Rice Trade
Fund, and signatory countries were requested
to deposit instruments of acceptance with the
United Nations Headquarters and to mobilize the
initial funds necessary for its operation in ac-
cordance with the recommendations made by the
Commission at its twenty-ninth and thirtieth
sessions.

409. A regional review and analysis on demand
and supply in the field of agricultural requisites
has been initiated as a first step in the Asian
agricultural products and requisites scheme.

410. Arising out of the Expert Group Meeting
on Regional Co-operation in the Production of
Coarse Grains and Pulses in the ESCAP Region,
studies on three main aspects of the production
of coarse grains and pulses were undertaken,
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namely: (a) supply of seed for the enhanced pro-
duction of coarse grains and pulses; (b) expansion
of areas under cultivation and encouragement of
intercropping, and (c) trade in coarse grains and
pulses.

Economic development and planning

411. The Economic and Social Survey of Asia
and the Pacific, 1974 comprises the mid-term
review and appraisal of the International Develop-
ment Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade in the ESCAP region. This
review surveys the economic and social situation
in the region, and concentrates on the crucial
problems of food, raw materials, energy, trade,
external financial resources, and special pro-
blems of the land-locked and developing island
States of the region. It also suggests some new
strategies and policies for the Second United
Nations Development Decade.

412. Two studies on a "Proposed unified ap-
proach to development planning, with special
reference to Thailand" and a "Unified approach
to development planning: review of trends in the
ESCAP developing region" were prepared by the
ESCAP secretariat and submitted to the Commit-
tee on Economic Planning at its first session.

413. The secretariat has also initiated in-depth
studies on various aspects of the major ESCAP
priority areas. The first phase of these studies
will be completed by the end of 1975.

414. The June 1974 issue of the quarterly Eco-

-nomic Bulletin for Asia and the Far East con-

tained papers which had been prepared for the
ESCAP Policy Assessment Group in 1973 on the
major problem areas of the ESCAP region.

415. In the field of development administration,
a Regional Seminar on Local Government Finance
was conducted in Malaysia during August 1974.

416. During October-November 1974, a six-week
training programme for trainers in public ad-
ministration was organized in the Philippines.

417. Substantive advisory services and assis-
tance were rendered to Iran, Maldives, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.

418. Substantive support and inputs were pro-
vided for the programmes of activities of the
Asian Centre for Development Administration.

Industry, housing and technology

419. The work pertaining to the proposed Asian
Centre for Agricultural Machinery was pursued
in accordance with the directives of theCommis-
sion. A UNDP/UNIDO/FAQ/ESCAP Preparatory
Mission was fielded to consultinterested Govern-
ments on technical assistance for the develop-
ment of agricultural machinery suitable for use
and production in Asian countries and to finalize
the project document. It is proposed to convene
an intergovernmental meeting in March 1975 to
consider the report of the Preparatory Mission
with a view to finalizing the terms of reference
of the proposed Centre, the method of financing
and other relevant details. A manual on the in-



dustrial-processing aspects of oil-palm products
will be circulated in 1975. Action was initiated
for the fielding of a consultative mission on the
compound animal-feed industry in four member
countries of the region.

420. The Seminar on the Improvement of Rural
Housing in Asia, held at Bandung, Indonesia, in
March 1974, strongly recommended that the de-
veloping countries consider the establishment of
a single agency or a central rural housing autho-
rity to undertake improvement of rural housing
and community facilities, and that Governments
give higher priority to rural housing. It observed
that the lack of deliberate policies and pro-
grammes and the absence or inadequacy of ad-
ministrative and organizational arrangements
were among the major causes of the inability of
many of the developing countries to deal effec-
tively with the problems of rural housing.

421.  An Advisory Group on the Improvement of
Slums and Squatter Settlements was organized by
the secretariat in June 1974. The Group visited
India, Iran, the Philippines, the Republic of Viet-
Nam and Sri Lanka. It recommended thata series
of field training projects on the improvement of
slums and squatter settlements be carried out
in the region.

422. The Study Tour on Comprehensive Regional
Planning and Development, held inIsraelin April-
May 1974, recommended that regional develop-
ment authorities be established by the developing
countries and vested with adequate powers and
resources to perform their functions effectively.
It emphasized the need for training in the techni-
ques and methods of regional planning and de-
velopment, and their immediate application.

423. The Roving Seminar on the Implementation
of Modular Co-ordination and Component Building,
held at Bangkok and New Delhi in September 1974
and at Manila and Bandung in November 1974,
recommended that developing countries intensify
their efforts regarding the introductionand appli-
cation of the principles and techniques of modular
co-ordination and componentbuilding. To promote
their introduction and application, the methods
should first be utilized in public buildings such
as schools and hospitals.

424. With financial assistance from the Royal
Netherlands Government and in co-operation with
the University of the Philippines Institute for
Small-scale Industries, fellowships were awarded
to nationals from regional member countries for
the ninth management consultancy course, the
sixth regional industrial development executive
course (RIDE) and the ninth low-cost automation
and advanced production management(LCA-APM)
course.

425. A Seminar on Foreign Investment and Tax
Administration was held at Manila in November-
December 1974, with funds provided by the
Government of the Netherlands. It discussed pro-
blems pertaining to policy and development plan-
ning, forms of foreign investment, negotiation
problems and techniques, taxation and incentives,
administration strategy in investment promotion
and international co-operation.
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Noatural resources

426. Background documents were prepared for
the three major topics discussed by the Commit-
tee on Natural Resources at its first session.
Four issues of the Water Resources Journal and
three issues of the Water Resources Series were
published and distributed.

427. Contributions were made to documentation
on international rivers for the fourth session of
the Economic and Social Council's Committee
on Natural Resources, scheduled to be held in
April 1975.

428. The second Joint LRCS/WMO/ESCAP Mis-
sion on Community Preparedness and Disaster
Prevention was organized in May-June 1974 and
visited the Philippines and Japan. One of its main
recommendations was that guidelines be prepared
to assist countries in organizing efficient com-
munity-preparedness and disaster-prevention
systems.

429. Information required for the organization
in 1976 of a roving seminar on the use of compu-
ters in hydrology and water resources planning
was gathered, and a project proposal for financial
assistance submitted.

430. The secretariat collaborated withthe Asian
Institute for Economic Development and Planning
in holding a second Training Course on Project
Development and Analysis: Power Sector,at Bang-
kok in June-July 1974. A study on urban electri-
fication planning was completed and submitted
to the printer. Another study on national power
grids and extra-high-voltage systems is in pro-
gress. The first biennial issue of a recurrent
publication entitled Electric Power in Asia and
the Pacific, containing information pertaining to
1971 and 1972, is with the printer.

431. The proceedings of the twelfth session of
the Sub-Committee on Energy Resources and
Electric Power and of the Intergovernmental
Meeting on the Impact of the Current Energy
Crisis on the Economy of the ESCAP Region
have been compiled and sent to the printer. An
integrated programme on energy matters for
1975-1977 has been reformulated.

432. The second edition of the Oil and Natural
Gas Map of Asia and the Far East was sent to
the printer for publication in March 1975. -The
Proceedings of the Fourth Symposium on the De-
velopment of Petroleum Resources of Asia and
the Far East inthree volumes (Mineral Resources
Development Series, No. 41) were issued.

433. Two separate special meetings of govern-
ment representatives of Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand were held at Bangkok in July 1974 and
at Kuala Lumpur in October-November 1974 to
clarify certain points in the UNDP project docu-
ment concerning the establishment of the South-
east Asia Tin Research and Development Centre
at Ipoh, Malaysia. The draft agreement esta-
blishing the Centre as a legal entity with its own
juridical personality was finalized. Inaccordance
with the offer of non-reimbursable experts for
attachment to the Regional Mineral Resources
Development Centre (RMRDC), expertsin four dif-
ferent specialities were obtained from Japan, the
Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands.



A submission was also made by the secretariat
to UNDP for a project manager for RMRDC to
be appointed during the two-year interim period.

Population

434. Since the Commission's previous session,
the secretariat has organized the following trai-
ning courses, expert groups and other technical
meetings: Training Course on Fertility and Fa-
mily Planning Evaluation (the sixth of a series),
Lahore, Pakistan, April-May 1974 for 26 Pakis-
tani trainees working in family planning evaluation
and related fields; Expert Group Meeting on Social
and Psychological Aspects of Fertility Behaviour,
Bangkok, June 1974, which categorized the in-
fluence of various factors on fertility behaviour,
discussed programmaticissues, researchdesigns
and methodology, and suggested co-ordinating and
facilitating mechanisms; Meeting of Directors
of National Case Studies for the Comparative
Study on the Administration of Family Planning
Programmes, Bangkok, May 1974, and a similar
Meeting . of Directors of National Case Studies
for the Comparative Study on the Input-Output
Relationships in Family Planning Programmes
in Selected ESCAP Countries, Bangkok, July 1974;
National Workshop of ESCAP Population Cor-
respondents from the Republic of Korea, Seoul,
May-June 1974, and a similar Workshop of Cor-
respondents from Pakistan, at Lahore, November
1974, to discuss problems in the flow and utiliza-
tion of population information within the country,
and to recommend the establishment of a national
clearing-house for the exchange of population
information; Regional Training Course on the
Analysis of Manpower Data, Bangkok, August-
September 1974, attended by 26 trainees from
14 ESCAP countries; Regional Training Courseon
the Analysis of Migration Data, Kuala Lumpur,
November-December 1974, attended by 23 parti-
cipants from 16 countries; Expert Group Meeting
on Training in Family Planning Programme Ad-
ministration, Bangkok, December 1974, which
stressed the importance of short-term training
courses for senior and middle-level management
personnel in improving the administration of fa-
mily planning programmes in the region, and
recommended guidelines for the organization of
such courses.

435. The secretariat also participated in a Na-
tional Workshop on Population Programming at
Saigon, April 1974; assisted the Government of
the Khmer Republic in the elaboration of the mas-
ter plan of Phnom Penh; assisted the National
Family Planning Board of Malaysia in working
out programmes for setting upacentral reference
centre and a management information system,
assisted the Family Planning Board of Indonesia
in conducting a training course for researchers
and librarians on population and family planning
information networks and in developing the
Board's five-year plan for setting up a national
network; gave two-week training courses to per-
sonnel from the Department of Statistics, Malay-
sia, and the Institute of Population Studies, Chu-
lalongkorn University, Bangkok, on population
documentation and organization of clearing-house
operations, respectively.

436. Regional population advisory services were
provided to the Governments of Bangladesh, Fiji,
Laos, Sri Lanka, Tonga and Western Samoa.
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Social development

437. Three regional training courses were or-
ganized for youth werkers in: rural communities,
New Delhi/Ludhiana, April 1974; volunteer ser-
vice programmes, Karachi/Islamabad, November
1974; national youth policies, Kuala Lumpur,
January 1975. These were youth leadership trai-
ning courses in respective subjects.

438. Negotiations have been completed with the
Netherlands Government for the financing and
undertaking of a large-scale three-country study
on "Development and the low-income strata", to
determine the dimensions, profile and societal
distribution of poverty, the causes leading to such
underdevelopment and possible strategies to al-
leviate it.

439. The following two documents were prepared:
(a) a social survey of the region for the ESCAP
mid-term review for the Second United Nations
Development Decade; and (b) a paper on the social
aspects of water resources development, for a
symposium to be held by ESCAP in 1975.

440. The secretariat produced a regional study
on long-term policies for youth, and is currently
finalizing one on the role of students in social
progress and development.

441. The OTC-financed project for a mobile
training scheme for the training of front-line and
supervisory developmental personnel in the land-
locked and least developed countries of the ESCAP
region was launched during the year, and the
international team so recruited is currently work-
ing in Nepal to improve the training competence
of teachers of front-line programmes.

442. The following regional advisory services
were provided: (a) the regional adviser on train-
ing for social work and community development
visited Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand (Thammasat University); (b) the regional
adviser on social welfare aspects of family plan-
ning visited Indonesia and Malaysia; assisted
UNICEF-EAPRO in its programmes in Indonesia
with a view to relating projects more effectively
to family planning activities; assisted UNDP-
Philippines in examining the project "Population
awareness and sex education for out-of-school
youth" as submitted by the Government for UNFPA
assistance; and (c) the regional adviser on social
development planning visited Laos.

Statistics

443. During the period under review, the sixth
issue of the Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the
Pacific was published and the eleventh report on
Sample Surveys in the ESCAP Region was rgmre—
pared. The periodical issues of the Quarterly
Bulletin of Statistics for Asia and the Pacific and
the Statistical Indicators for ESCAP Countries
were also issued during the year. The national
accounts and input-output tables of Indonesia were
critically examined, and a review has appeared
in an issue of the Quarterly Bulletin.

444. Work on the commodity balances was con-
tinued and a technical assistance agreement was
signed between the Asian Development Bank and
ESCAP, whereby the Bank agreed to provide
financial support for the project. An agreement



has also been entered into with IBRD for a pro-
ject intended to identify, compile and evaluate
existing household data on income and similar
socio-economic characteristics for the region,
and to develop a computerized data fileonincome
distribution. The outcome of the project will be
a report on patterns of income in the region, an
evaluation of data quality and an inventory of the
relevant data files.

445. The subregional Statistical Training Centre
for the Khmer Republic, Laos and the Republic of
Viet-Nam continues to perform a useful func-
tion. Backstop support was provided to the Asian
Statistical Institute for the organization of its
training courses.

446, Advisory services in the fields of national
accounts, data processing and the installation of
the COCENTS system were provided to a num-
ber of countries.

447. The Government of Australia provided the
secretariat with the services of a computer spe-
cialist to transfer the time series system that
had been developed there to the computer installa-
tion used by ESCAP.

Trade

448. During the year under review, the trade
documentation services of the ESCAP Trade Pro-
motion Centre (TPC) have been engaged ininven-
torying and cataloguing publications in the light
of the information needs of the ESCAP region.

449. The trade advisory services have rendered
assistance to Afghanistan, Indonesia, Laos and
Sri Lanka in strengthening their national export
promotion efforts. The marketing research, mar-
ket survey and product development services of
TPC undertook five commodity studies in support
of the work of the Trade Negotiations Group.
Between January and September 1974, seven re-
gional member countries (Afghanistan, Brunei,
Burma, India, Iran, Nepal and Pakistan) requested
and obtained general and specific information on
more than-50 products, including manufactures
and semi-manufactures.

450. TPC has also closely co-operated with the
ITC marketing research project concerning pre-
cious and semi-precious stones, Thai silk and
orchids. Assistance was also provided to an ITC
consultant during his research on the export po-
tential of Thai tropical fruits in August 1974.

451. Other activities of TPC, which is the re-
gional arm of the UNCTAD/GATT International
Trade Centre in the ESCAP region, included the
provision of backstop support for the International
Trade Centre's activities in the region in con-
nexion with various professional development pro-
grammes, such as the ITC/ASEAN Training Pro-

ramme on Export Promotion and the Third

raining Course on Export Promotion and Inter-
national Marketing, organized by ITC for Thai-
land in February-March 1974.

452. The following training courses were held
during the period under review:

Professional Development Programme on
Product and Industrial Design for Export,
Tokyo, September-November 1974
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Training Course on Export Promotion and
International Marketing, Paris, October-
November 1974

Training Course on Consolidation of Cargo
an$4Freight Booking, Bangkok, December
19

Training Course on the Management and
Techniques of Ship Chartering, Singapore,
January-February 1975

453: The Professional Development Programme
on Product and Industrial Design for Export was
organized by ESCAP in 1974. The major objective
of the programme was to train personnel engaged
in the promotion of exports of manufactures and
semi-manufactures in the developing countries.

454. The Training Course on Export Promotion
and International Marketing was organized by
ESCAP to promote exports of manufactured and
semi-manufactured goods from the developing
countries of Asia and the Pacific.

455, The Training Course on Consolidation of
Cargo and Freight Booking, organized by ESCAP
constituted part of the four —year ESCAP shippers'
council project, whose objective is to ensure in
countries of the region the capability to promote
and protect the interests of shippers. Cargo con-
solidation and freight booking of shipping space
is of practical interest to shippers of a number
of commodities exported from the region and is
therefore of particular interest to commodity
associations like the Association of Natural Rub-
ber Producing Countries and the Asian Coconut
Community.

456. The Training Course on the Management
and Techniques of Ship Chartering was organized
by ESCAP in co-operation with the Governments
of the Netherlands and Singapore for the purpose
of giving participants an opportunity to exchange
views and experiences in the fieldof shipcharter-
ing as well as to learn the most advanced mana-
gerial techniques of developed maritime countries
in the context of ship chartering management.

Transport and communications

457. A Seminar-cum-Study Tour on Technical
and Administrative Problems of Border-crossi
Railway Traffic was convened in the Federa
Republic of Germany and Berlin (West) in March
1974 to observe the border crossings and to study
measures for the facilitation of international rail-
way traffic as well as the European railway in-
frastructural plan and the dissemination of tech-
nical railway data for future adoption by the Trans-
Asian Railway network.

Technical co-operation and related activities

458. The past year once again registered an in-
crease in the total value of technieal co-operation
projects decentralized to ESCAP, which reached
the level of $4,137,950, representing an increase
of 59 per cent over 1973. This was made possible
through increased resources channelled to the
secretariat from UNDP and UNFPA and through
extrabudgetary assistance from donor countries.
Details of the amounts involved are provided in
document E/CN.11/L.140.



459, The programme of regional advisers
financed from the United Nations regular budget,
was, however, only 80 per cent realized, mainly
owing to difficulties in filling vacant posts. Re-
quests received under the ESCAP Regional
Fellowship Programme were in excess of avail-
able resources. In this connexion, the increase
in financial support by the Government of the
Netherlands from f. 300,000 in 1973 to £. 400,000
in 1974 has been most gratifying. The assistance
of DM 200,000 provided towards the Programme
by the Federal Republic of Germany in 1974 for
the training of government officials has been
equally welcome.

460. Close co-operation continued to be main-
tained with the Regional Bureau for Asia and
the Pacific at UNDP headquarters through the
implementation of a number of regional projects
of interest to ESCAP. ESCAP continued to fulfil
its role in the implementation of those projects
for which the Office of Technical Co-operation
at United Nations Headquarters is executing
agency, and progress was also made towards
establishing the executing agency function in
ESCAP itself. Resolutions on this matter were
adopted by the UNDP Governing Council, the
Economic and Social Council and the General
Assembly, and modalities are being worked out.
Meanwhile, several proposals for regional pro-
jects were submitted to UNDP and approved.

461. Grateful acknowledgements are due to the
Governments of Australia, Canada, Denmark,
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Indo-
nesia, Israel, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,
the Philippines, the hepublic of Korea, Sweden,
the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United
States for continuing to provide funds, experts,
fellowships and other forms of assistance.

462. Implementation of the Netherlands/ESCAP
extrabudgetary assistance programme, launched
in 1972 and involving a total of £.9 million over
the period 1972-1975, has picked up recently,
and this trend is expected to continue.

463. Under that part of the ESCAP Regional
Fellowship Programme financed by the Govern-
ment of the Netherlands, 76 fellowships in the
category of trainers were awarded to 19 coun-
tries for study at various training institutes in
the region. In addition, 25 fellowships were
awarded under the German grant to government
officials for various courses. Other group train-
ing courses organized through extrabudgetary
assistance are considered separately under the
respective disciplines.

464. Fourteen regional advisers and three ex-
perts under a funds-in-trust arrangement served
at ESCAP during all or part of the year 1974,
and carried out 55 advisory missions to 21 coun-
tries of the region.

465. The United Nations Advisory Development
Team for the South Pacific continued to serve
the countries in that area in the fieldsof tourism,
statistics, agricultural development, public ad-
ministration, physical planning, project evalua-
tion and manpower planning. The team has also
undertaken a special study of various aspects
of the Fiji sugar industry, for which additional
outside experts have been recruited.
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C. REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND SPECIALI
PROJECTS

Over-all review of the regional training
institutions

466. With a view to enhancing the effectiveness
of the regional institutions and co-ordinating and
integrating their programmes and operations,
the thirtieth session of the Commission adopted
resolution 148 (XXX), which called for an over-
all review of the Commission's regional training
institutions supported by the United Nations
Development Programme.

467. In pursuance of this resolution, the secreta-
riat organized a Mission to review the regional
institutions with the financial support of UNDP.

468. The Mission, consisting of three prominent
professionals and two senior United Nations staff
members, visited Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand and
conducted extensive consultations with govern-
ment officials and experts.

469. Although the resolution called for a review
of the institutions supported by UNDP, the United
Nations Centre for Regional Development at
Nagoya, Japan, was also included in the review.

470. The Mission completed its report to the
Executive Secretary in October 1974. Follow-up
consultations by the Executive Secretary with
UNDP and other interested bodies on the task
of the Mission continued, and recommendations
for consideration by the Commission atits thirty-
first session were subsequently presented in
document E/CN.11/1209.

Asian |nstitute for Economic Development and
Planning

471. The Governing Councilofthe Asian Institute
for Economic Development and Planning held its
24th meeting at Bangkok in November 1974 and:

(a) Approved the revised work programme
for 1975 and the guidelines for phase
111, 1976-1980;

(b) Considered the estimated average an-
nual resource requirements for phase
II1, amounting to $US 2.5 million, and
urged the member and associate mem-
ber countries of ESCAP and UNDP to
raise their contributions to the esti-
mated level of requirements;

(¢) Studied the ESCAP Review Mission's
report on regional institutions sup-
ported by UNDP and stressed the need
for co-ordination of the activities of
all regional institutions;

(d) Noted with appreciation the offer of the
Royal Government of Thailand to host
the Institute in its present premises
through 1977;

(e) Recommended the change of name of
the Institute from "Asian Institute for



Economic Development and Planning"
to "Asian Development Institute™.

472. The |Institute conducted three training
courses in 1974 in industrial development ad-
ministration (Jakarta, February-April), develop-
ment journalism (Bangkok, May-July), and fiscal,
financial and monetary policies for employment
promotion (Bangkok, October-December).

473. The Institute also conducted three expert
group meetings in 1974 on poverty and unemploy-
ment (Bangkok, June); environmental studies and
development (Pattaya, Thailand, October); and
investment in rural development (Pattaya, Thai-
land, December).

474. The Institute organized three surveys on
development training and research priorities in
India, Laos and Thailand.

475. In addition, the Institute rendered advisory
services to a number of national and international
agencies and undertook research projects in sup-
port of the training activities scheduled for 1975.

Asian Statistical |nstitute

476. During the period under review, the Insti-
tute successfully completed the fourth ten-month
general course and the six-week advanced course
on agricultural statistics. The Institute conducted
a country training workshop on basic aspects of
general applied statistics in Kabul, Afghanistan.

477. The fifth general course, which commenced
in September 1974, is expected to conclude in
June 1975.

478. A joint convocation for the fourth general
course and the fourth advanced course was held
in May 1974.

479. The 9th meeting of the Advisory Council
(ff'?Te Institute was held at Jakarta in November
974.

Asian Centre for Development Administration

480. During the year under review, the Centre
successfully conducted:

(a) A managementdevelopmentprogramme
on "Administrative control and the ma-
nagement information system in public
enterprises", in the Philippines in Oc-
tober 1974;

(b) A Colloquim on Policy Analysis and
Development, at Kuala Lumpur in No-
vember 1974, attended by high-level
participants from the developing coun-
tries in the region;

(c) Preparatory work for an exercise on
"Policy and programmes of rural de-
velopment". Nine national studies, se-
veral technical papers, and the Centre's
own technical papers are inthe process
of completion. Similarly, nine national
studies were completed for a pro-
gramme on "Performance improvement
in family planning";
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(d) A draft of a study on "Institution buil-
ding for management development" was
completed. Preparatory work was also
initiated for programmes on "Develop-
ment of management consultancy"and
"Infrastructure management".

481. The Governing Council of the Centre met
at Kuala Lumpur in May and December 1974.

Asian Highway

482. The UNDP approved phase II of the Asian
Highway project for 2 1/2 years from July 1973
to 31 December 1975. This phase will consolidate
work already carried out in phase I which can
reasonably be accomplished in the second phase.

483. The Asian Highway Transport Technical
Bureau has continued to render assistance toGo-
vernments through the fielding of advisory mis-
sions to a number of Asian Highway countries.
Readjustment of the alignment of the A-1 and
A-2 routes has been finalized. Assistance has
been provided to Bangladesh, Laos and the Re-
public of Viet-Nam. Training programmes have
continued. Surveys have been completed for the
preparation of a second Asian Highway guidebook
to cover Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan, while
the Asian Highway Technical Information éentre,
hosted by the Government of Thailand, has con-
tinued to supply technical information to member
countries of the Asian Highway project.

Committee for Co-ordination of Investigations of the
Lower Mekong Basin

484. During the period under review, the Com-
mittee held its sixty-fifth, sixty-sixth, sixty-
seventh and sixty-eighth sessions. Resources
contributed or pledged by 25 countries, 17 United
Nations agencies, 5 foundations and several pri-
vate companies to the Mekong development scheme
showed an increase of $US 24 million, amounting
to $US 294 million at 31 December 1974, of which
32 per cent was for pre-investment work and 68
per cent for construction. The riparian Govern-
ments themselves have contributed or pledged
38 per cent and co-operating programmes 62 per
cent of the total amount of $294 million.

485. The Netherlands Government has indicated
that it will channel part of its aid programme for
postwar reconstruction and development in Indo-
china through the Mekong Committee.

486. The work programme for 1974 contained
54 projects, subdivided into more than 150 opera-
tional activities and 14 activities expected to re-
main in abeyance. Substantial progress was made
on mostof the projects, while, for certainprojects,
preparations were made for work to be carried
out, circumstances permitting, in 1975.

487. The eighth issue of the Annual Statistical
Bulletin for 1973 was published in 1974 and the
Hydrologic Yearbook for 1973 was prepared for
publication early in 1975.

488. Environmental studies. An Ad Hoc Panel of
Environmental Consultants, established toassess
current knowledge and research in respect of
environmental conditions in the lower Mekong



basin, has prepared a report. A project agree-
ment has been signed with the United Nations
Environmental Programme (UNEP)inthis regard.

489. Economic planning activities. Macro-eco-
nomic development studies were completed for the
four countries for the years 1970-2000. Also
completed was the first draft of 2 manual setting
out project appraisal procedures. This work was
funded by the Netherlands.

490. Pa Mong mainstream project. In 1974,
attention was focused on the optimization and
downstream effects studies. These commenced
in 1973 and, when completed, will provide the
information needed for decisions on the height of
the dam and other determining features of the
project.

491. Delta development. The team of experts
provided under Netherlands assistance to the
Committee completed its four-year studyofagri-
cultural development with improved water control
in the Mekong delta in Viet-Nam, and submitted
its final report to the Committee in June. The
Committee is participating in a United States-
assisted six-year pilot projecton the management
of heavy clay delia soils for multiple cropping
under water control.

402, -Tributary projects. At the end of the period
under review, there were 13 dams in operation
on tributaries in the lower Mekong basin, one
in the Khmer Republic, three in Laos, eight in
Thailand, and one in the Republic of Viet-Nam.
One tributary project in the Khmer Republic
(Prek Thnot) is under construction. Although
work on the main dam at Prek Thnot has remained
suspended because of the war, further progress
was made in 1974 on the irrigation system. On
1 September 1974, having completed repayment
of a loan made by Thailand towards the cons-
truction of the Nam Ngum dam, Laos began the
sale to Thailand under an agreement signed in
1971 of Nam Ngum energy, surplus to its own
requirements. The signing of the Fund Agree-
ment for the 80-megawatt phase II extension of
the Nam Ngum project took place at the head-
quarters of the Asian Development Bank on 26
June. Pledges for the projectby nine co-operating
countries have exceeded %25 million.

493. Navigation and transport. The Committee
continued its basic work of surveying, charting,
marking and dredging the Mekong for navigation,
assistance for which has been received from

France, the United Kingdom and the United
States.
494. Flood forecasting. The Committee con-

tinued to operate an experimental flood-forecast-
ing system under which, during the high-water
season from 25 June to 25 October, daily fore-
casts were supplied in respect of 12 selected
key mainstream stations on the Mekong and one
on the Bassac.

495. Agriculture. Over $10 million have been
earmarked by IDA and ADB for work relating
to agricultural development in northeast Thai-
land. A UNDP-assisted basin-wide programme
for the preparation of a number of pioneer agri-
cultural projects has continued.

496. Fishery development studies. Work began
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on a four-year basin-wide fishery studies pro-
gramme funded by the United States. A feasibi-
lity study was made for four pilot fish farms in
the basin, funded by Israel and the Netherlands.

497. Mineral surveys. In the course of the pro-
gramme of exploratory drilling innortheast Thai-
land and the Vientiane Plain, Laos, potassium
minerals have been found in both countries.

498. Social developmentand public health. A plan
of operation was signed with the Netherlands
Government early in 1974 for a basin-wide pro-
ject for the improvement of resettlement planning
and operations. Under the Committee's pro-
gramme on waterborne-disease studies, an in-
vestigation of schistosomiasis occurrences in
the basin was completed in 1974, funded by the
United States. Also completed in 1974 was a
study of malaria-carrying mosquitoes and their
habitats in northeast Thailand.

Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas

499. Through the recommendation of CCOP and
as a contribution to its activities, Japan con-
tinued to organize an annual seven-month group
training course in offshore prospecting. All sig-
natory countries of the project sent their national
experts for training.

500. CCOP and the Project Office continued to
maintain close contact with agencies and organi-
zations concerned with marine science and tech-
nology, and the search for and exploration of
mineral resources under the sea. CCOP acted as
a sponsor of the Circum-Pacific Energy and
Mineral Resources Conference, held at Honolulu
in August 1974. Arising from that Conference,
it was decided to establish a Circum-Pacific
Council for Energy and Mineral Resources, in
which CCOP would actively participate.

Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Minerals in South Pacific QOffshore Areas

501. At its third session, the Committee for
Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for Minerals
in South Pacific Offshore Areas (CCOP/SOPAC)
established its technical secretariat atSuva, Fiji.
The Committee endorsed the recommendation of
the Technical Advisory Group that the technical
secretariat prepare a list of small marine sur-
vey equipment that would be of practical use to
the developing countries, and apply to UNDP for
its acquisition.

Typhoon Committee

502. The Typhoon Committee considered it
highly desirable that the Khmer Republicand Laos
be visited at the earliest opportunity by a joint
LRCS/WMO/ESCAP mission on community pre-
paredness and disaster prevention. It alsoagreed
that there was a pressing need to strengthen the
role of the Typhoon Committee secretariat in
community preparedness and disaster prevention.
It identified items in its 1975 programme calling
for special attention.



D. RELATIONS WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

503. In its new orientation, ESCAP has not only
intensified its close co-operation but has also
endeavoured to bring about effective co-ordination
of its activities with those of other United Nations
agencies, intergovernmental organizations and
institutions at national, subregional, regional and
international levels. This has been developed not
only through the participation of ESCAP in meet-
ings organized by other agencies and organizations
and vice versa but also through the holding of
interagency discussions on ESCAP programmes
at the formulation stage.
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504. Another form of co-operation and co-
ordination that is being increasingly practised
is the organization and implementation of stu-
dies, seminars and workshops jointly with the
United Nations and other agencies as well
as with national, regional or global organi-
zations. [mprove& co-ordination has also been
sought by increased co-operation either through
existing joint arrangements like the ESCAP/
FAO Joint Division or through new establish-
ments such as the one to be established with
UNIDO.
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MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES DURING THE PERIOD UNDER

REVIEW

Body and officers

Session

Document symbol
of report

Mekong Committee
Chaivman: Mr. Khy Taing Lim
(Khmer Republic)
Mekong Committee
Chaivman: Mr, Khy Taing Lim
* (Khmer Republic)
Mekong Committee
Chaiyman: Mr, Khy Taing Lim
(Khmer Republic)
Mekong Committee

Chairman: Mr. Houmpahnh Saignasith
(Laos)

Committee for Co=-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas
Chairman: Nr. Joung Hwan Lee
(Republic of Korea)
Committee for Co=ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in South Pacific Offshore Areas
Chairman: Nir, Tuala K. Enari
(Western Samoa)
Typhoon Committee
Chaivman: Mr, Kamtanh Kanhalikham
(Laos)
Special Preparatory Meeting for the Second General Con=
ference of UNIDO
Chairman: Mr. Aroon Sorathesn
(Thailand)
Committee on Natural Resources
Chairman: Mr. Sunthorn Ruanglek
(Thailand)
Committee on Statistics

Chaivman: Mr, M. Abdulmadjid
(Indonesia)

Committee on Trade

Chairman: Mr. Arjun B. Singh
(Nepal)

Committee on Economic Planning

Chairman: Mr. L. Kumar
(India)

Transport and Communications Committee

Chairman: Mr. Pradit Chandrawatana
(Thailand)

WMO/ ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones

Chairman: Mr. G.S. Jayamaha
(Sri Lanka)

Regional Post-World Population Conference Consultation

Chairman: Mr. Sem Pringpuankeo
(Thailand)

Sixty-fifth session
special) Colombo
7 March=-8 April 1974

Sixty-sixth session
E’) pecial) Saigon
=10 Junz 1974

Sixth-seventh session
gspecial) Vientiane
~11 November 1974

Sixty-eighth session
&plenary) Vientiane
9 January=-3 February
1975

Eleventh session

Seoul
7=21 August 1974

Third session

Apia
2-10 September 1974

Seventh session
Manila
8<14 October 1974

Bangkok

31 October=4 November

1974

First session
Bangkok
S5=11 November 1974

First session
Jakarta
21-27 November 1974

Eighteenth session
Bangkok
2-9 December 1974

First session
Bangkok
9-14 December 1974

Twenty=-third session
Bangkok
16~23 December 1974

Second session
Colombo
18=23 December 1974

Bangkok
14~20 January 1975

E/CN.11/WRD/ MKG/
L.392
E/CN.11/WRD/ MKG
e | DN
E/CN.11/WRD/MKG/
L.399

E/CN.11/WRD/ MKG/
L.405

E/CN.11/L.406

E/CN.11/405 and
Corr.1l

E/CN.11/1180

E/CN.11/1181

E/CN.11/1182

E/CN.11/1191 and
Corr.l
E/CN.11/1186
E/CN.11/1190
E/CN.11/1193

E/CN.11/1195 Annex

E/CN.11/1208
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Annex |l

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS AND PRINCIPAL DOCUMENTS ISSUED SINCE THE THIRTIETH SESSION

A. Publications
Major studies (prinied)

Economic Bulletin for Asia and the Far East, vol,
XX1V, No. 1, June 1973: United Nations publication,
Sales No.: E.74.11.F.3; vol, XXIV, No. 2/3, September/
December 1973: Sales No.: E.74.11.F.4.

Economic Survey of Asia and the Far East, 1973: United
Nations publication, Sales No.: E.74.1L.F.L.

Guidelines for the Drafting of Water Codes (Water Re=
sources Series, No. 43): United Nations publication,
Sales No.: E.74.IL.F.2.

th Session of the Regional Con-
ference on Water Resources Development in Asia and
the Far East (Water Resources Series, No, 44): United
Nations publication, Sales No.: E.74.IL.F.10.

Design of Low-head Hydraulic Structures (Water Re-
sources Series, No, 45): United Nations publication,
Sales No.: E.74.IL.F.12.

Electric Power in Asia and the Pacific, 1971 and 1972
United Nations publication, Sales No,: E.74.IL.F.22.

Proceedings of the Ten

Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Sub-Committee
on Energy Resources and Eleciric Power (Energy
Resources Development Series, No, 11): United Na-
tions publication, Sales No.: E.74.IL.F.14.

Asian Industrial Development News, No. 10: United
Nations publication, Sales No.: E.74.1L.F.13.

Asian Industrial Development News, No. 11: United Na~
tions publication, Sales No.: E.74.1L.F.16.

Comparative Study g Social ngfare Legislatz‘m in the
Countries of the ESCAP Region: United Nations pub=
lication, Sales No.: E.74.1L.F.18.

Regional Survey of Social We}lgzre Trends with Special
ﬁelevance to Standards and Principles: United Nations
publication, Sales No.: E.74.1L.F.17.

Periodicals (printed)

Water Resources Journal (ST/ECAFE/SER.C/ 101-104
[English/.

B. Principal documents

Commission

Summary records of the thirtieth session (E/CN.1l/
1158 = E/CN.11/5R.479~491).

Policies, programmes and perspectives for the deve-
‘lopment of the ESCAP region: Implementation of the
Colombo Declaration and of the Programme of Action
on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order (E/CN.11/1210).

Mid-term review and appraisal at the regional level of
the Internmational Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade in the ESCAP
region, 1974: Economic and Social Survey of Asia and
the Pacific, 1974 (E/CN.11/412 and Corr.1).
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ort of the Expert Group on Development Policy and
lanning on its first session (E/CN.11/L.407).

3
lnteE%rated programme of work and priorities, 1975-1977
(E/CN.11/L.413 and Add.1/Rev.1).

Tentative calendar of meetings for 1975/76 (E/CN.1l/
L.413/Add.1).

Report on progress in respect of selected projects in
priority areas (E/CN.11/1206).

Follow=up action on the decisions and recommendations

of the World Population Conference: report of the Re=-

jonal Post-World Population Conference Consultation
/CN.11/1208).

Follow-up action on the decisions and recommendations
of the World Food Conference (E/CN.11/1207).

Meeting for the

Report of the ESCAP Special Preparatory
11/1181).

Second General Conference of UNIDO (E/CN.

Report of the Seminar on the Mobilization of Private
Savings (E/CN.11/L.409 and Corr.1).

Report of the Committee on Economic Planning on its
first session (E/CN.11/1190 and Corr.1).

Report of the activities in the field of development plan-
ning and social development including the Asian Plan
for the Integration of Women in the Development
Process (E/CN.11/1202).

Consideration of activities in the field of food and agri=
culture (E/CN.11/1205).

Report of the Committee on Trade on its eighteenth
session (E/CN.11/1186).

Consideration of activities in the field of industry, hous-
ing and technology (E/CN.11/1200 and Corr.1).

Final report and draft project document prepared by the
UNDP/UNIDO/ FAQ/ ESCE‘AP Preparatory Mission on
Technical Assistance for the Development of Agricul-
tural Machinery Suitable for Use and Production in
Asian Countries (E/CN.11/1217).

Report of the Transport and Communications Committee
on its twenty-third session(E/CN.11/1193 andCorr. 1).

Population programme: report on the status of population
change and development problems in the ESCAP re=
gion, and activities of the secretariat in the field of
population (E/CN.11/L.414).

Report of the Committee on Statistics on its first ses=-
sion (E/CN.11/1191 and Corr.1).

Report of the Committee on Natural Resources on its
first session (E/CN.11/1182).

General note on activities in the field of natural re-

sources (E/CN.11/1195 and Add.1).
Technical co-operation activities decentralized to
ESCAP, 1975 (E/CN.11/L.410).

Activities of the United Nations Development Advisory
'{egirlz) for the South Pacific during 1974 (E/CN.1l/



Information paper on technical co-operation activities
in Asia and the Pacific as presented by: the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP); the United
Nations Office of Technical Co=operation (PTC); the
World Food Programme; the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD); and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(E/CN.11/1199).

Regional technical co-operation programmes decene
tralized to ESCAP: status of implementation as of 31
December 1974 (E/CN.11/L.418).

Consideration of activities in the field of dwelopment
administration; report on activities (E/CN.11/1194).

Committee for Co-ordination of Investigations of the
Logver Mekong Basin: annual report, 1974 (E/CN.1L/
1188).

Report of the Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Pro=-
specting for Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore
Areas (CCOP) onits eleventh session (E/CN. 11/ L.406).

Report of the Committee for Co=-ordination of Joint Pro-
specting for Mineral Resources in South Pacific Off-
shores Areas (CCOP/SOPAC) on its third session
(E/CN.11/L.405 and Corr.1).

Progress reports on major regional projects and re-
gional institutions: Asian Highway (E) CN.11/1201).

Report of the Typhoon Committee on its seventh session
(E/CN.11/1180).

Typho;)g) Committee (note by the secretariat) (E/CN.11/
L.416).

Report of the Executive Secretary to the Commission
on the over=all review of the regional training institue-
tions (E/CN.11/1209 and Corzr.1).

Over=all review of the regional training institutions:
report of the Review Mission to the Executive Secre-
tary of ESCAP (E/CN.11/1211).

Asian Institute for Economic Development and Planning:
report of the Governing Council (E/CN.11/1187).

Asian Statistical Institute: report of the Project Manager/
Director (E/CN.11/1197).

Asian Centre for Development Administration: report of
the Governing Council (E/CN.11/1196).

Asian Centre for Trainirg and Research in Social Wel-
fare and Development (E/CN.11/1204).

Findings and recommendations of the Advisory Commit=-
tee of Permanent Representatives and other Repre-
sentatives Desi teddbg Members of the Commission
(E/CN.11/L.408 and Add.1).

Committee on Economic Planning

First session

The mid-term review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade in the ESCAP Region, 1974 (E/
CN.11/DP/L.1 = E/CN.11/DP/L.15).

Unified approach to development analysis and planning
(E/CN.11/DP/L.16).

Committee on Natural Resources
First session

Review of water resources development in countries of
the region (E/CN.11/NR.L/WRD.11/L.3).

Public participation: an important factor in water re-
sources development (E/CN.l1l1/NR.1/WRD.11/L.5).

Involving the public in the planning of water resources
projects (E/CN.11/NR.1/WRD.11/L.6).

Joint management of ground and surface water (E/CN.11/
NR.1/WRD.11/L.7 and Corr.1).

Problem areas and examples of joint management of
%fcsmnd and surface water (E/CN.11/NR.1/WRD.11/
) .

Long-range planning for water resources development
and its relation to economic growth (E/CN.11/NR.1/
WRD.11/L.9).

The effect of water resources development on economic
growth (E/CN.11/NR,1l/WRD.11/L.10).

Activities of the secretariat in the field of water re-
sources (E/CN.11/NR.1/WRD.11/L.12),

Review of activities in the field of ener% resources
development (E/CN.11/NR.1/WRD. 11/1.13).

Report of the Seminar on the Application of Remote=
sensing Technology to Natural Resources Develop-
ment?%./CN. 11/NR.1/WRD.11/L.14).

Acrivities of the secretariat in the field of geology and
:inli;:f.rfé resources development(E/CN.11/NR.1/WRD.
.16).

Committee on Statistics
First session

ReEOII')t of the Asian Statistical Institute (E/CN.11/STAT/

Statistics in the field of culture (E/CN.11/STAT/L.2).

Report of the Workshop on Census Tabulation, Using the
COCENTS System (E/CN.11/STAT/L.3).

Discussions and decisions relating to statistics at the
thirtieth session of the Economic and Social Com=
mission for Asia and the Pacific (E/CN.11/STAT/
L.4).

Statistics for environmental studies and policies (E/
CN.11/STAT/L.6).

Activities of the secretariat in the development of sta=-
tistics (E/CN.11/STAT/L.7).

Progress report on the implementation of the L.2 scheme
in the collection of data oneconomic statistics of ship-
ping (E/CN.11/STAT/L.8).

Energy statistics (E/CN.11/STAT/L.10).

Report of the Working Group on Manpower and Labour
tatistics (E/CN.11/STAT/L.11).

Review of statistics development activities of: [ndonesia
E:/CN.H/STAT/ L.13.1), Hong Kong (lE CN.11/STAT/
.13.2), Burma (E/CN.11/STAT/L.13.3), India (E/
CN.11/STAT/L.13.4), New Zealand (E/CN.1l/STAT/
L.13.5), Western Samoa (E/CN.l1/STAT/L.13.6),
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Bang_adesh ES/ CN.11/STAT/L.13.7), Malaysia (E‘.{CN.
11/STAT/L.13.8), Singapore (E/CN.11/STAT/L.13.9),
Thailand 5%&4,11/ STAT/L.13.10), Republic of Korea
E/CN.II AT/L.13.11), Australia (E/CN.11/STAT

13.12), Papua New Guinea gi./ CN.11/STAT/L.13.13),
Japan (E/CN.11/STAT/L.13.14), [Iran (E/CN.1ll/
STAT/L.13.15).

Committee on Trade
Eighteenth session

Fifth International Arbitration Congress (E/CN.11/
TRADE/ L.238).

Shipping and ocean freight rates. Negotiations between
a shipping conference and a shippers'® council: a Hong
Kong experience (E/CN.11/TRADE/L.240).

ESCAP Trade Promotion Centre: progress report (E/
CN.11/TRADE/L.241).

Programme of work and priorities in the field of trade,
1975=1977 (E/CN.11/TRADE/L.242 and Add.1).

Shipping and ocean freight rates. Financing of fleet ac=-
%uisition: institutions and techniques (E/CN.l11l/
RADE/ L.243).

Regional trade and monetary co=-Operation: progress
report (E/CN.11/TRADE/ L.244).

Shipping and ocean freight rates: activities of the ESCAP
Centre for Shipping Information and Advisory Services
(E/CN.11/TRADE/ L.245).

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development:
recent activities of UNCTAD in the field of trade and
development (E/CN.11/TRADE/ L..246).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
multilateral trade nec%dotiations under GATT (E/CN.11/
TRADE/L.247 and Add.1).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
a brief report on the work of the Economic Commis=
sion for Africa (ECA) in the field of trade (1973-1974)
(E/CN.11/TRADE/L.248 and Add.1).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
recent activities of the Economic Commission for
Western Asia (ECWA) in the field of trade (E/CN.1l/
TRADE/ L.250).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
activities of the ECLA secretariat in the field of trade
(E/CN.11/TRADE/L.251).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies in
the ESCAP region (E/CN.11/TRADE/L.252).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
work of the Economic Commission for Europe in the
field of trade (E/CN.11/ TRADE/L.253).

ments in trade and tradepolicies:
implications of the recent changes in the international
energy market for developing countries of the ESCAP
region (E/CN.11/TRADE/L.254).

Review of devel

Report on the Round-table Meeting on AsianReinsurance
Co-operation (E/CN.11/TRADZ/L.255).

Review of developments in trade and trade policies:
recent developments in the European Economic Com-
munity (EEC) in the fields of trade and development
co-operation (E/ CN.11/TRADE/ L.256).

Transport and Communications Committee
Twenty-third session

Progress report in the field of railways, including con~
sideration of the reports ofthe Railway Group Meetings

and the \I\'m:ls:u:i,jf1 Party of Experts on the Trans-Asian
Railway (E/CN.11/TRANS/L.179).

Review of progress in the field of telecommunication,
including consideration of the report of the Inter=
%ovenmenml Working Party of Telecommunication

xperts (E/CN.11/TRANS/L.192).

Review of progress in the field of postal services
(E/CN.11/TRANS/L.191).

Report of the ESCAP/UPU Intergovernmental Working
Party of Postal Experts (E/CN.11/TRANS/L.186).

Review of activities in the field of hi
transport, including the Asian
TRANS/L.181).

ways and highway
ighway (E/CN.ll/

Review of activities of the Asian Highway Project
(E/CN.11/TRANS/L.184).

Review of activities in the field of shipping, includi
coastal and inland shipping (E/CN.11/TRANS/L.189).

Review of activities in the field of shipping, ports, con=
tainerization and inland water transport (E/CN.l1/
TRANS/L.187).

Review of activities in the field of shipping, ports, con=
tainerization and inland water transport: statistics
forl‘)%ort development and planning (E/CN.11/TRANS/
L.193).

Review of activities in the field of shipping, ports, con=
tainerization and inland water transport (E/CN.11/
TRANS/L.194).

Review of activities in the field of general transport
planning and co-ordination of transport (E/CN.1l1/
TRANS/L.182 and Add.1).

Review of activities in the field of facilitation of inter-
national traffic (E/CN.11/TRANS/L.183).

Review of activities in the field of tourism development
(E/CN.11/TRANS/L.185 and Add.1).

Regional Post~World Population Conference Consultation

Population change and development problems of the
ESCAP region (POP/POST~-WPC/3).

Population strategy for development: proposed pro=
%ramme of action for Asia and the Pacific (POP/
OST-WPC/4).

Special Preparatory Meeting for the Second General
Conference of UNIDO

Report of the Expert Group Meeting (Special Preparatory
Meeting, Second UNIDO Conference, October/ Noveme
ber 1974) (IHT/SPM=UNIDO(2)/3).
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Committee for Co-ordination of Joint Prospecting for
Mineral Resources in South Pacific Offshore Areas

Third session

Review of the ESCAP secretariat®s activities for CCOP/
SOPAC since the second session (NR/CCOP/SOPAC
(3)/L.1).

Factors affecting the selection of locations in the South
Pacific favourable for utilization of nutrients and
of cold deep oceanic waters (NR/

thermal energg)j 2)

CCOP/ SOPAC(

Observations of the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific concerning CCOP/SOPAC
(Niy CCOP/SOPAC(3)/3)-

Views concerning the establishment of a continuing teche
nical secretariat for CCOP/SOPAC (NR/CCOP/SOPAC

(3)/4)-

Views concerning the establishing of a revolving fund
for financing CCOP/SOPAC publications (NR/CCOP/
SOPAC(3)/ g%
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Typhoon Committee
Seventh session
The Committee®s activities during 1974 (WRD/TC.7/4).

UNDP technical support to the typhoon programme
(WRD/TC.7/5, WRD/TC.7/12).

Community preparedness and disaster prvention (WRD/
TC.7/6).

Co=~operation with the WMO Tropical C%z_clone Project
and other regional programmes (WRD/TC.7/7).

Programme for 1975 (WRD/TC.7/8).

WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones
Second session

Review of the co=ordinated technical plan to reduce tro-
pical cyclone damage in the Bay of Ben%a.l and the
Arabian Sea (WRD/PTC.2/3, WRD/PTC.2/13).

Co-ordination with the WMO Tropical Cyclone Project
and other regional tropical cyclone programmes
(WRD/PTC.2/9).



Annex 1l

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

As adopted by the Economic and Social Council at ils
fourth session, amended by the Council at subsequent
sessions, and vevised in comsequence of various
General Assembly resolutions,

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered General Assembly resolution 46
g) of 11 Decembzr 1946, in which the General Assembly
recommends that, in order to give effective aid to the
countries devastated by war, the Economic and Social
Council, at its next session, give prompt and favourable
consideration to the establishment of ... an Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East”, and

Hagving noted the report of the Working Group for
Asia and the Far East of the Temporary Sub-Commission
on Economic Reconstruction of Devastated Areas,

Establishes an Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific with terms of reference as follows:

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific, acting within the framework of the poli~
cies of the United Nations and subject to the general
supervision of the Council, shall, provided that the Come
mission takes no action in respect of any country with-
out the agreement of the Government of that country:

(a) Initiate and participate in measures for facilita=
“.'E concerted action for the economic reconstruction
and development of Asia and the Pacific, for raising the
level of economic activity in Asia and the Pacific and
for maintaining and strengthening the economic relations
of these areas both among themselves and with other
countries of the world;

(b) Make or sponsor such investigations and studies
of economic and technolo%ica.l problems and develop-
ments within territories of Asia and the Pacific as the
Commission deems appropriate;

(¢) Undertake or spomsor the collection, evaluation
and dissemination of such economic, technological and
statistical information as the Commission deems appro=-
priate;

(d) Perform such advisory services, withinthe avail=-
able resources of its secretariat, as the countries of
the region may desire, provided that such services do
not overlap with those rendered by the specialized
agencies or the United Nations Technical Assistance
Administration;

(e} Assist the Economic and Social Council, at its
request, in discharging its functions within the region
in connexion with any economic problems, including
problems in the field of technical assistance;

1 In can;giﬁ out the above functions, deal, as ap=-
propriate, wi e social aspects of economic develop=
ment and the interrelationship of the economic and
social factors,

2. The territories of Asia and the Pacific referred
to in paragraph 1 shall include Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, the British SolomonIslands, Brunei,
Burma, China, the Cook Islands, Fiji, the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan,
the Khmer Republic, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia,
Nauru, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga,
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, Viet-Nam
and Western Samoa.
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3. The members of the Commission shall consist
of Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma,
China, France, India, [ndonesia, lran, Japan, the Khmer
Republic, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nauru, Nepal, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines,
the Republic of Korea, the Republic of Viet-Nam, Singa-
pore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern I[reland, the United States of America and
Western Samoa, provided that any State inthearea which
may hereafter become a Member of the United Nations
shall be thereupon admitted as a member of the Com-
mission.

4. The associate members shall include the British
Solomon Islands, Brunei, the Cook [slands, Fiji, the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea
and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

5. Any territory, part or group of territories within
the geographical scope of the Commission as defined
in paragraph 2 may, on presentation of its application
to the Commission by the member responsible for the
international relations of such territory, part or group
of territories, be admimed by the Commission as an
associate member of the Commission. If it has become
responsible for its own international relations, such
territory, part or group of territories may be admitted
as an associate member of the Commission on itself
presenting its application to the Commission,

6. Representatives of associate members shall be
entitled to participate without vote in all meetings of
the Commission, whether sitting as Commission or as
Committee of the Whole.

7. Representatives of associate members shall be
eligible to be appointed as members of any committee,
or other subordinate body, which may be set up by the
Commission and shall be eligible to vote and hold office
in such body,

8. The Commission is empowered to make recoms
mendations on any matters within its competence directly
to the Governments of members or associate members
concerned, Governments admitted in consultative capa=
city, and the specialized agencies concerned. The Come
mission shall submit for the Council®s prior considera-
tion any of its proposals of activities that would have
important effects on the economy of the worldas a whole.

9. The Commission shall invite any Member of the
United Nations not a member of the Commission to
participate in a consultative capacity in its consideration
of any matter of particular concern to that non-member.

10. The Commission shall invite representatives of
specialized agencies and may invite representatives of
any intergovernmental organizations to participate in a
consultative capacity in its consideration of any matter
of particular concern to that agency or organization
following the practice of the Economicand Social Council.

11. The Commission shall make arrangements for
consultation with non-governmental organizations which
have been granted consultative status by the Economic
and Social Council, in accordance with the principles
approved by the Council for this purpose and contained
in Council resolution 1296 (XLIV).



12, The Commission shall take measures to ensure
that the necessary liaison is maintained with other
organs of the United Nations and with the specialized
agencies. The Commission shall establish appropriate
liaison and co-operation with other regional economic
commissions in accordance with the resolutions and
directives of the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly.

13. The Commission may, after discussion with any
specialized agency functioniz'l:g in the same general field,
and with the approval of the Council, establish such
subsidiary bodies as it deems appropriate, for facilita-
ting the carrying out of its responsibilities.

14. The Commission shall adopt its own rules of pro-
cedure, including the method of selecting its Chairman,
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15. The Commission shall submit to the Council a
full report on its activities and plans, including those
of any subsidiary bodies, once a year.

16. The administrative budget of the Commission
shall be financed from the funds of the United Nations.

I7. The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall appoint the staff of the Commission, which
lE\;]ha!l form part of the Secretariat of the United
ations,

18, The headquarters of the Commission shall be
located at Bangkok, Thailand.

I19. The Council shall, from time to time, make
special reviews of the work of the Commission.



Annex IV

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

As drawn up at the fivst session, confirmed and adopted
al the second session, and amended at subsequent
sessions of the Commission.

Chapter |
SESSIONS

Rule 1

The following principles shall apply as regards date
and place for the sessions of the Commission:

(@) The Commission shall at each session recom-
‘mend the date and place for its next session subject to
the approval of the Council and in consultation with the
Secretary=-General. Sessions of the Commission shall
also be held within forty=-five days of the communication
to the Executive Secretary of a request to that effect
by the Economic and Social Council, and, in that case,
the Secretary-General shall establish the place of such
sessions in consultation with the Chairman of the Com-
mission;

(b} In special cases the date and place of the session
may be altered by the Secretary-General in consultation
with the Chairman of the Commission and the Council's
Interim Committee on Programme of Conferences. At
the request of the majority of the members of the Com-
mission, the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
Chairman of the Commission and the Council®s Interim
Committee on Pmﬁramme of Conferences, may also
alter the date and place of the session;

(c) Sessions shall ordinarily be held at the office of
the United Nations in Asia and the Pacific. The Com=-
mission may recommend holding a particular session
elsewhere.

Rule 2

The Executive Secretary shall, at least forty-two
days before the commencement of a session, distribute
a notice of the opening date of the session, together with
three copies of the provisional agenda and of the basic
documents relating to each item appearing on the pro-
visional agenda. Distribution shall be similar to that
under rule 49,

Rule 3

The Commission shall invite any Member of the
United Nations not a member of the Commission
to participate in a consultative capacity in its cone
sideration of any matter of particular concern to that
Member.

Chapter i
AGENDA
Rue ¢4
The provisional agenda for each session shall be

drawn up by the Executive Secretary in consultation with
the Chairman,
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Rule 5
The provisional agenda for any session shall include:

(a) Items arising from previous sessions of the Com=
mission;

(b) Items proposed by the Economic and Social
Council;

(c) Items proposed by any member or associate
member of the Commission;

(d) ltems proposed by a specialized agency in accor=
dance with the agreements of relationship concluded
between the United Nations and such agencies;

(e} ltems proposed by non-governmental organiza=-
tions in category [, subject to the provisions of rule 6;
and

(7 Any other items which the Chairman or the
Executive Secretary sees fit to include.

Rule 6

Non-governmental organizations in category | may
propose items on matters within their competence for
the provisional agenda of the Commission, subject to
the following conditions;

(a) An organization which intends to propose such
an item shall inform the Executive Secretary at least
sixty=three days before the commencement of the ses~
sion, and before formally proposing an item shall give
due consideration to any comments he may make;

(b) The proposal shall be formally submitted with
the relevant basic documentation not less than forty=
nine days before the commencement of the session, T
item shall be included in the agenda of the Commission
if it is adopted by a two=-thirds majority of those present
and voting,

Rule 7

The first item upon the provisional agenda for each
session shall be the adoption of the agenda.

Rule 8
The Commission may amend the agenda at any time.

Chapter Il
REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS

Rule 9

Each member shall be represented on the Commis~
sion by an accredited representative.

Rule 10

A representative may be accompanied to the sessions
of the Commission by alternate represemtatives and
advisers and, when absent, he may replaced by an
alternate representative.



Rule 11

The credentials of each representative appointed to
the Commission, together with a designation of alternate
representatives, shall be submitted to the Executive
Secretary without delay.

Rule 12

The Chairman and the two Vice=Chairmen shall
examine the credentials and report upon them to the
Commission,

Chapter IV
OFFICERS
Rule 13
The Commission shall, at its first meeting of each
year, elect from among its representatives a Chairman

-and two Vice=Chairmen, designated as First and Second
Vice=Chairmen, who shall hold office until their succes-
sors are elected. They shall be eligible for re-election.

Rule 14

If the Chairman is absent from a meeting, or any
part thereof, the Vice-Chairman designated by the
Chairman shall preside.

Rule 15

" If the Chairman cesases to represent a member of
the Commission, or is so incapacitated that he can no
longer hold office, the First Vice=Chairman shall be=
come Chairman for the unexpired portion of the term.
If the First Vice~Chairman also ceases to represent
a member of the Commission, or is so incapacitated
that he can no longer hold office, the Second Vice=
Chairman shall become Chairman for the unexpired
portion of the term.

Rule 16

The Vice=~Chairman acting as Chairman shall have
the same powers and duties as the Chairman.

Rule 17

The Chairman, or the Vice-~Chairman acting as
Chairman, shall participate in the meetings of the Com-
mission as such, and not as the representative of the
member by whom he was accredited. The Commission
shall admit an alternate representative to represent that
member in the meetings of the Commission and to
exercise its right to vote.

Chapter V
SECRETARIAT
Rule 18

The Executive Secretary shall act in that capacity
at all meetings of the Commission and of its sub=-
commissions, other subsidiary bodies and committees,
He may appoint another member of the staff to take his
place at any meeting,

Rule 19
The Executive Secretary or his representative may

at any meeting make either oral or written statements
concerning any question under consideration.

Rule 20

The Ezxecutive Secretary shall direct the staff pro-
vided by the Secretary-General and required by the
Commission, its sub-commissions, and any other sub=-
sidiary bodies and committees,

Rule 21

The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for the
necessary arrangements being made for meetings.

Rule 22

The Executive Secretary in carrying out his functions
shall act on behalf of the Secretary=-General,

Rule 23

Before new proposals which involve expenditure from
United Nations funds are approved by the Commission,
the Executive Secretary shall prepare and circulate to
members an estimate of that part of the cost involved
in the proposals which could not be met out of the re-
sources available to the secretariat, It shall be the duty
of the Chairman to draw the attention of members to
this estimate, and invite discussion on it before the
proposals are approved.

Chapter VI
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
Rule 24

A majority of the members of the Commission shall
constitute a quorum.

Rule 25

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon
him elsewnere by these rules, the Chairman shall
declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the
Commission, shall direct the discussion, ensure the
observance of these rules, and shall accord the right to
speak, put questions to the vote, and announce decisions.
The Chairman may also call a speaker to order if his
remarks are not relevant to the subject under dis-
cussion, :

Rule 26

 During the discussion of any matter, a representa=
tive may raise a point of order. In this case, the Chair=
man shall immediately state his ruling. If it is chal-
lentied, the Chairman shall forthwith submit his ruling
to the Commission for decision, and it shall stand unless
overruled,

Rule 27

. During the discussion of any matter, a representa~-
tive may move the adjournment of the debate. Any such
motion shall have priority. In addition to the proposer
of the motion, one representative shall be allowesd to
speak in favour of, and one representative against, the
motion.

Rule 28

A representative may at any time move the closure
of the debate whether or not any other representative
has signified his wish to speak. Not more than two re-
presentatives may be granted permission to speak
against the closure,
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Rule 29

The Chairman shall take the sense of the Commis~
sion on a motion for closure. If the Commission is in
favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declare the
debate closed.

Rule 30

The Commission may limit the time allowed to each
speaker.

Rule 31

Draft resolutions, and substantial amendments or
motions, shall be introduced in writing and handed to
the Executive Secretary, who shall circulate copies to
the representatives at least twenty-four hours before
they are discussed and voted upon, unless the Commis~
sion decides otherwise.

Rule 32

Upon the request of any member, any motion and
amendment thereto made by any speaker shall be given
to the Chairman in writing and shall be read by him
before any further speaker is called upon and also
immediately before a vote is taken on such motion or
amendment. The Chairman may direct that any motion
or amendment be circulated to the members present
before a vote is taken,

This rule shall not apply to formal motions such as
one for closure or adjournment.

Rule 33

Principal motions and resolutions shall be put to the
vote in the order of their submission unless the Com~
mission decides otherwise.

Rule 34

When an amendment revises, adds to or deletes from
a proposal, the amendment shall be put to the vote first,
and, if it is adopted, the amended proposal shall then be
put to the vote,

Rule 35

If two or more amendments are moved to a proposal,
the Commission shall vote first on the amendment fur=
thest removed in substance from the original proposal;
then, if necessary, on the amendment next furthest
removed; and so on, until all the amendments have been
put to the vote,

Rule 36
The Commission may, at the request of a represen-
tative, decide to put a motion or resolution to the vote

in parts. If this is dome, the text resulting from the
series of votes shall be put to the vote as a whole.

Chapter VI
VOTING
Rule 37
Each member of the Commission shall have one vote,

Rule 38

Except for the provision of rule 6(b), decisions of
the Commission shall be made by a majority of the
members present and voting.

Rule 39

The Commission shall take no action in respect of
any country without the agreement of the Government
of that country.

Rule 40

The Commission shall normally vote by a show of
hands. If any representative requests a roll-call, a roll-
call shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of
the names of the members,

Rule 41
All elections shall be decided by secret ballot,

Rule 42

If a vote is equally divided upon matters other than
elections, a second vote shall be taken at the next
meeting. If this vote also results in equality, the pro=
posal shall be regarded as rejected.

Rule 43

After the voting has commenced, no representative
shall interrupt votm% except on a point of order in con-
nexion with the actual conduct of the voting, Brief state-
ments by members consisting solely of explanations of
their votes may be permitted by the Chairman, if he
deems it necessary, before the voting has commenced
or after the voting has been completed.

Chapter VIII
LANGUAGES
Rule 44

Chinese, English, French and Russian shall be the
working languages of the Commission.

Rule 45

Speeches made in one of the working languages shall
be interpreted into the other working languages,

Chapter IX
RECORDS
Rule 46

Summary records of the meetings of the Commission
shall be kept the secretariat, %‘hey shall be sent as
soon as possible to the representatives of members and
to the representatives of any other government agency
or organization which participated in the meeting con=
cerned. Such representatives shall inform the secreta=
riat, not later than seventy-two hours after the circula-
tion of any summary record, of any changes they wish
to have made. Any disagreement concerning such changes
gafl_l ble referred to the Chairman, whose decision shall
inal.

Rule 47

The corrected version of the summary records of
public meetings shall be distributed as soon as possible
in accordance with the usual practice of the United
Nations. This shall include distribution to nonwgoveriw-
mental organizations in categories I and II and those on
the Roster, and on appropriate occasions to consultative
members,
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Rule 48

The corrected version of the summary records of
private meetings shall be distributed as soon as possible
to the members of the Commission, to any consultative
member participating in the meeting concerned, and to
the specialized agencies. They shall be distributed to all
the Members of the United Nations if and when the Com~
mission so decides.

Rule 49

As soon as possible, the text of all reports, resolu=-
rions, recommendations and other formal decisions
made by the Commission, its sub-commissions or other
subsidiary bodies and its committees shall be communi=-
cated to the members of the Commission, to the con=-
sultative members concerned, to all other Members of
the United Nations, to the specialized agencies, and to
the non-governmental organizations in categories [ and
Il and those on the Roster,

Chapter X
PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS
Rule 50

The meetings of the Commission shall oxdinarily be
held in public. The Commission may decide that a parti-
cular meeting or meetings shall be held in private.

Chapter XI

CONSULTATIONS WITH SPECIALIZED
AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

Rule 51

1. Where an item proposed for the provisionalagenda
for a session contains a proposal for new activities to
be undertaken by the United Nations relating to matters
which are of direct concern to one or more specialized
agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency,
the Executive Secretary shall enter into consultation
with the agency or agencies concernmed and report to
the Commission on the means of achieving co-ordinated
use of the resources of the respective agencies.

2. Where a proposal put forward in the course of a
meeting for new activities to be undertaken by the
United Nations relates to matters which are of direct
concern to one or more specialized agencies or the
international Atomic Energy Agency, the Executive
Secretary shall, after such consultation as may be pos~-
sible with the representatives at the meeting of the other
agency or agencies concerned, draw the attention of the
meeting to these imvolications of the proposal.

3. Before deciding on proposals referred to above,
the Commission sha% satisfy itself that adequate cone
sultations have taken place with the agencies concerned,

Chapter XII

RELATIONS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Rule 42

Non=-governmental organizations in categories I and
II may designate authorized representatives to sit as
observers at public meetings of the Commission, Orga=
nizations on the Roster may have representatives pre-
sent at such meetings which are concerned with matters
within their field of competence.

Rule 53

Written statements relevant to the work of the Com-
mission or its subsidiary bodies may be submitted b
organizations in categories I and [l on subjects for whi
these organizations have a special competence. Such
statements shall be circulated by the Executive Secretary
to the members and associate members of the Commis=
sion except those statements which have become obso=
lete - e.g. those dealing with matters already disposed
of, and those which have already been circulated in
some other form to members and associate members
of the Commission or its subsidiary bodies.

Rule 54

The following conditions shall be observed regarding
the submission and circulation of such written state-
ments;

(a) The written statement shall be submitted in one
of the official languages;

(b) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appro=
priate consultation to take place between the Executive
Secretary and the organization before circulation;

{c) The organization shall give due consideration to
any comments which the Executive Secretary may make
in the course of such consultation before transmitting
the statement in final form;

(d) A written statement submitted
in category I will be circulated in full if it does not
exceed 2, words. Where a statement is in excess of
2,000 words, the organization shall submit a summary,
which will be circulated, or shall supply sufficient co=-
pies of the full text in the working languages for dis-
tribution. A statement will also be circulated in full,
however, upon the specific request of the Commission
or of one of its subsidiary bodies;

an organization

(e) A written statement submitted by an organization
in category Il will be circulated in full if it does not
exceed 1,500 words. Where a statement is in excess of
1,500 words, the organization shall submit a summary,
which will be circulated, or shall suoply sufficient co=
pies of the full text in the working languages for dis=
tribution, A statement will also be circulated in full,
however, upon the specific request of the Commission
or other subsidiary bodies;

(f) The Executive Secretary in consultation with the
Chairman or the Commission itself may invite organi=
zations on the Roster to submit written statements. The
provisions of paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (e) above shall
apply to such statements;

(g) A written statement or summary, as the case
may be, will be circulated by the Executive Secretary
in the working languages and, upon the request of a
member or associate member of the Commission, in
any of the official languages.

Rule 55

(a) The Commission and its subsidiary bodies may
consult with organizations in category [ or II either
directly or through a committee or committees estab-
lished for the purpose. In all cases, such consultations
may be arranged on the request of the organization;

(®) On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary
and at the request of the Commission or one of its sub=
sidiary bodies, organizations on the Roster may also be
heard by the Commission or its subsidiary bodies.
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Rule 56

Subject to rule 23 the Commission may recommend
that a non=governmental organization which has special
competence in a particular field should undertake speci-
fic studies or investigl.gtions or prepare specific papers
for the Commission. The limitations of rule 54 (d) and
(e} shall not apply in this case,

Chapter XIil

SUB~COMMISSIONS, OTHER SUBSIDIARY
BODIES AND COMMITTEES

Ruyle 57

Afrer discussion with any specialized agency funce
tioning in the same field, and with the approval of the
Economic and Social Council, the Commission may
establish such continually acting sub-commissions or
other subsidiary bodies as it deems necessary for the
performance of its functions and shall define the powers
and composition of each of them. Such autonomy as may
be necessary for the effective discharge of the technical
.a?sponsibilities laid upon them may be delegated to

e1m.

Rule 58
The Commission may establish such committees and

sub-committees as it deems necessary to assist it in
carrying out its tasks,

Rule 59
Sub-commissions or other subsidiary bodies and
committees, sub-committees and working parties shall

adopt their own rules of procedure unless otherwise
decided by the Commission,

Chapter XIV
REPORTS
Rule 60

The Commission shall, once a year, submit to the
Economic and Social Council a full report on its activi-
ties and plans, including those of any subsidiary bodies.

Chapter XV
AMENDMENTS AND SUSPENSIONS
Rule 61

Any of these rules of procedure may be amended or
suspended by the Commission, provided that the pro-
posed amendments or suspensions do not attempt to set
aside the terms of reference laid down by the Economic
and Social Council,
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UNITED NATIONS
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E/5656/Corr. |
ECONCMIC EICN.IlgTEZZICorr,I
AND 3 14 July 1975
SOCIAL COUNCIL ORIGINAL : ENGLISH

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA
AND THE PACIFIC (7 April 1974-7 March 1975) (Doc.E/5656; E/CN.11/1222)

Corrigendum

Chapter itl

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS
THIRTY-FIRST SESSION

Resolution 154 (XXX!). New Delhi Declaration

Preambular paragraphs 3 and 4 and operative paragraph 9

- For New International Economic Order read new international economic order
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