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‘" PRESIDENT: The Economic and Social Council is in
session. Mr. Winant.
MR. WINANT: "Mr, President, Mr. Secretary-General, 1t is
with the greatest pleasure that I personally welcome you
- and the Members of the Council to my country and the
..opportunity to enjoy with you in the wofk that lies before
us, I heve the honor of reading to you a message from. the"
- President of the Unlited States., |

"The opening of thls second sesslon of the Economic
and "Social Counicil. stirs the hcarts of the common
people all over the world. You can make the peace
& reality for them, As you begin your deliberations, -
I extend to you the heartfelt welcome of this country
‘and the sincere wishes of all the Amerlcan people .
for your success, '

"While the Security Council stands guard akeinst
new threets to peace, the Economic and social Council
mobilized :the constructive forces of menkind for the
vietitries of peace, We dild not struggle to prevent
the dominatlion of the world by the Axls powers, . only
to accept hunger, d4sease, poverty and insecurity
in a.world made free by -brave mem. . Your #agk s to
achieve freedom from want, to encourage production,
to help to open uwp tranaport and .clear communicatlons:

and to assure higher gtandards of livihg., It 1s for
‘you to promote. a fuller recognifion of. the dignity. -
'ahd” work of the human person znd to advance fundamental
rights.of man throughow® the world. To this great .
task, the United States pledges its Tull support,

" HARRY S. TRUMAN®
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PRESIDENT: " Members of the Economic and Social Counc1l, I should like g
first of all, to extend a hearty welcome to you on this, the second session
of the Economlc and Social Council. I should like also, on my own behalf and
ron behalf of every one of you, to extend to you, Mnr, SecretarybGeneral who
have found it pOSSlble to attend for Jour flrst time our meetlnu, a most hearty
welcome. You have had a very strenuous task before Jou during the last few
weeks. You have had to find a temporary habltatlon for the organs of the
United Nations., And may I say, sir, that in the choice that you have made

of this particular building, there is something extrewely approprlate for the

work of the Economic and Social Council; in particular, is-intimately con-
nected with the conditions which will have to be faced by what is now the
Jounger generakion which, in the course of time, shall;have the benefits or
the results of such work as this Gouncil is able to do during, the next few
vears, | |

The Secretar;-General has had, apart from the scargh for habltatlon,
a very strenuous task placed before him. He had to op- ganize a staff of
secretarlalwoike?stxperts who will have to carry on the duties that resolve'

on them through the resolutions of the Economic and Social Council, in par?

ticular, vAt the last session he<ld in London of the Economic and Social

{

i

Council, members will recanber that tie Council, as a whole, was rd.rtﬂcul:.rl,/
anxious not to overourden the Secerctariat in the initial stages, waen still the {
organization had to be built up, with too much work. But, in spite of 21l our
desire‘to help tue Secretary—(}eheral, we found it impossible to avoid placing
on him Tesponsibilities for finding secretarialtassistance for a number of
commissions which had to be convened and-which we felt tygourse of events
r°Qp1rcd urgently to be convened. I have had the opportunity of studying the

v
work of - these comm1851ons and partlcuery the assistance whlch the secretarial °

'staff of the SecretarybGeneral had to &1ve to then, Thnse reports will come .

in due course before the Economic and Soclal Counc1] but I should like to take
thls QQPOYULnlty of thanklna you, Mr. Secretarthenor_l and the very able staff
which Jyou have 80 ea31ly -~ not eas11y'- but which ;ou were so reccily able

to builg up to help these commissions in their work. I hope that after ny
%
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short speech, you will be in a positidnﬁto tell the Council what work your sec~
reterial staff haé becn able thdQ., o
Membcrsnof the Council,_this_ié the sccand‘sgssion oflﬁthconomic end
Sociel Council and we cre mesting for the firs£ time in the United Statcs:which,
aceording to the resolutions of the Generel Assembly, is (oin. to be thé Aer=
mencnt habitation of the Unitced Kations and of the Fconomic and Social Counqil.
My mind on this cccasion naturally ocs back’to the task vhich those vho framed
the Charter undzsr San Francisco in the United Stetes end of the atmosphere that
preﬁailed on that occasion, which helped us very greatly to draft a Charter

and make it a Charter vhich 211 of the 51 Nations found it possiblc to sign.
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The draft, particularly of the Economic and Social Council, was a
very difficult task to perform, but a task in whiéh enthusiasm was the
most prevalent feature, a task in which they realized that the hopes of world
peace depended upon the manner in which the economic and social problems
facing the world and individual nations could be solved. To accomplish this
tasgk they deviged the variows provisions in the Charter, and in the spirit in
which they devised those provisions, and in the manner in which those provi-
sions are to be worked by the Economic and Soclal Council and its various
organs, ultimately liesg the hope of poace and sacurity.in this world.

The great msssage which has been Just now read from the Preegidont of
thls great State confirms and cxpresses in a unigue manner the hopeg that
ars built on the work of’ this Council -4 i1ts subsidiary bodies, the hopee
thata;eshared by large masses of people in every covntry, hopes which, if
frustrated in any way, could mecan ncthing dbut the direst calamity to the
whole world.

I venture to think, fellow Dslegates, that the progféss that has been
sé far made by the Econcmic and Social @ouncil and the auspices that can be
seen about this work mean that the future is certainly nct goihg to be one cof
gloom, There have been many critics in various countries who have alrcady
begun to suggest that the program of work undertaken by the Economic and
Svcial Council may not be realized, that 1t is too ambitious, that the times
~are not opportune for the carrying out of ﬁhese great fundamental provisions
which can secure tﬁ the world, peace, harmony and progress. I venture to
ﬁhink that there are always océasions.whon a few prophets of woe caﬁ find
publicity for whatever they say, especially if it is of a nature that is
gloomy and that is pessimistic. But locking broedly at the state of the
world, taking into congideration all those factors which are yet to be con-
cuersd tb moke for complete hormonios progress, one yot feels that the progress
that has been so far made is not incalculsble and that in the future we can
fely on bu:lding up a world that is wade sccurs for peace and pyrogress.

The task that awaits the Eccnomic and Social Council is essentially to

build up conditions which will make for that Peace and for that progress,
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The Economic and Social Council is certainly a small group of States, only
eighteen of the present fifty-one membsr nationg of The United Nations. But
it is still a Ccuncil, in the firgt place, that -has been elected by the free
choice of the fifty-one naticng. It therefore has a positiQnAWhich is uniaue,

which is dcrived from the great Assembly of Haticng which hag signed the

"Charter and which can therefore, to a certain extent, claim to voice the

public opinion, or the opinion of the Governments of all the fifty—oﬁe
Netions.

But apart from this, there is snother fact which has tc be remembered
which gives to the work of the Economic and Social Ceouncil and its various
Commiesions and integrated organizations a source of power which has not besn
fullx realized. In the course of‘this gsession, which 1s a continuation of the
organizational work that has been undertaken in the first session in Londoen,
one of the mogt important tosks of the Foonomic and Scciel Council will be
to bring ipto relationghip with the Uhited Nationg the various spccialized
agencies or inter-governmental organizations - the International Labor
Organization, the International Menctary Fund and Bank, thebFood and
Agriculture Orgenization, and the United Nations Educational, Cultural,
and Scientific Organiiation which has been recently cstablished. I believe
that this is one of the most important tasks that lics before us at the
present session, tQ cnter into arrangements with these various organizations,
to brepare draft agroemcnts in consultation with their negotiating committees,
and to place those draft agreements for the approval of the Genecral Agsembly
when 1t meetsvin Septomber. When this is accomplished, it will De found
that the Economic and Sccial Council is working not only through its own
,

body, the Council itself, not merely through the various Commissiorsand Sub-

Commisgsions which it will esteblish, but even more so through the specialized

orgenizations, these inter-governmental bodies which will be brought into

relationship with 1t.
- The ¥conomic and Sccidl Council primarily will be the body which will
coordinate, so far as vossible, the activitiecs of these various inter-

governmental organizations, and with the help of the General Assembly, it
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hopes to‘coordinate the policies also of these inter-governmental organiza-
tions. When, therefore, it is remeﬁbered that the work of the Council has

to bc carrled on throunh these variocus bodnes th:ore is no room for thinklng
‘th&t a small Coun01l of only a limited number of States cannot accomplish,
through various methods, interﬁgovornmental agencies in particular, the
aﬁtainment and achievemoent of those purposecs which have been set out in the
Charter as the main obJjective of the Eeonomic and Social Council: the raising
of the standarde of living, the seecing to it that the dignity and the work of
the human being is properly realized, the esteblishment, in due course, of
fundamental human rights, and the improving of the status of women.

It is true that those are not going to be accomplished in a very short
space of time; 1t 1s true some of them will take a much longer time_ than
others; it 1s equally true that in trying to achisve these things, we shall
come ' across cbatacles o% various kinds, difficulties of dlffering end fif-

bfefent netures. But thevgoal 1s prescribed: the ideal is set out, and I
venture to believe that this Council’and_the integrated inter-governmental
organizations, and its Commissions and Sub-Cormissions will be able to advise
the nations and the General Assembly how to carry out these purposes aﬁd
will be able, finally, to achiave:them at nc distant time.

I was speaking of inter-governmental orgonizations, but I think it has
been clearly esteblished, in the discussions at San Francisco, and indeed in
all the discussions that toock place before San Frencisco in various cogntries,
between all thinking men and women, that the ultimate sanction for progress
is in the combinéd wisdom of the common man and woman, that people at largé
musf.take an interest in these matters, that they should be educated as to

their rights and even more as to their duties, and thet it is the force of

public opinion in each couﬁtry, and ultimately the force of public opinion in
worid affairs that can enable us ﬁo achieve any of these 1deals which have
teen set out for us. The Charter takes due notice of thisg particular phass,
this particuler reoulrement for aéhieving what we have set out to do, and the

Charter therefore specially provides that the Economic and Social Council

should consult, wherever possible, non-governmentel organizations of an
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intermaticnal character and such national crganizationg as it may approoriately

censult to help 1t in its work.
\
This Council, I know, and I em speaking for every Mcmber

Counecil, attaches the very highust and greatest importence to

tione with non-official crganizaticns,
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We shall be glad to receive and to study any representation that any non-
governmental orgenization may make on any subJect on which it has got
special knowledge and specific interest and which concerms the work of the
Economic and Social Council. We shall go further, if the‘deliberations of
the Committee now in session are accepted by the Economic and Social Council,
we shall go further and in the case of certain non-governmental organizations
of an international cheracter, which by their impcrtance, by their membership{
by the part that they play in the integrated sconcmic and social life of the
country and of the world, havea specific coptribution to make, we shall go
Turther and try. to see whether the advice of such non-governmental organiza-
- %ions may not be more carefully studied and & greater opportunity given for
such non—governmental crganizations tu'have their views efpressed, and for the
Bconomie and Social Council, in turn, %o ccnsult them more freely. That also
is a part ofythe work which at this session the Economic and Social Council
proposes to undertake, and which, I hope, it will accomplish.

And so, Fellow Delegates, with tho close integration of inter-govern-
msntal'organizations in close consultation with non-govermmental organizations,
with the help of the advice which we shall have from our commizsions and our
sub~commissions on various matters, composed, as they will be, mostly of

experts, we shall have a volume of opinicn tc enable us,tc guide us,and to

help us, in achieving our task of making proper recommendations to the General
Assembly where such recommendations are regquired.

I sheuld like to take this opportunity of Just very briefly thanking
" the commissions and Members that have attended the various commissions that
have been established. Men and women have come on short notice, traveling
great distances, to attend the meetings of commissions of our first session.
I have had an opportunity of reading the reports of these commissions and sub-
comuissions, and let me say at once: I have been struck, markedly struck, by
the enthusiasm, the devotion, and the service they have put in the woxk of
these commissions.‘ These reports will come up for review before the Council,
and ﬁhe Council will have a further opportunity of thanking the Members for
what they have done and of hoping that their task will be undertaken in the

same spirit in the future. That, in short, is the kind of work which faces




E/P.V./1 o
LERTA

the Ecohqmic and. Social Council.

May I sﬁy one word in conclusion?  We have to deal with tho-matters
which af?ect the éboncmic and social life ofvthe people in all partsct® the
world, VWe have to see to it that in ocur recoumendaticns we have & realistic
approach to their problems. We have to sec to it that if we emphasize
fundamental rights, we cannot ignore fundamental duties, either. We have to
remember and to rewind cthers that ir we ask for privileges and immunities,
we must also see the cther side of the picture and try to emphasize the
responsibiiities and cbligations which naturally arise from the confé@rment
of those privileges and immunities. But in all these tasks, though 1t is a
question of securing the material comfort and the material progress and of
rehabilitating the dignity cof the ﬁuman person, we have to remember also that
there is one factor which we cannot forget, one spirit which we must have in
coming to our deliberations, - the moral factor which really must be behind
2ll deliberations cf all Delegations and of all countries, of all organizations,
Anter-governmental or ncn-governmentel, and of all commissions und sub-conm-
migsions. Call it what you will, there is a force behind it <11 which is
animating eveiybodg, which is moving the great world forces which are at Work,'
and I venture to hope that in all the deliberations which we or any of.the
bodies will make, that force will not be fourgotten. There 1s something beyond
~mere physical matter, which by its attractions and repulsions makes for the
world. There is sometning far beyond the ahburid unity =2nd disunity which
govern the probleris of the world and the forces that are at work in the worid.
In the belisf that cur own Council, and the corganizations which have to work

through, on beshalf of, and to aid this Council, this factor will not be for-
gotten, I venture to conclude my welcome to you Members cf the Econcmic =nd

A
Social Council. '
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ShC?bTARY—GENERnL Mr. Prs51dent and membcra of the Economic and Social
Councii., M@y I flrst of all Mr PPGSIdbnt thank vou for the friendly and
understanding words Jau havc cddrussed to the st if of the Unltod Nations and
to me, and tuen an m; own behalf and on behalf of the Unlted Natlons Secretarlat
I w1sh you all welcome‘to the second meetlng of the Economlc and Soclal Council.

To yon wﬁd havé erived here for thé first time ot the interim seat of
the United Nations, I may add.a welcome to our néw, if temporary, home here at
Hunter College. I hope thdt you will be able to makc yourselves cdmfbftable _—
certainly comfﬁrtable enouh to accomplish the work which‘faces you. I think
that you will ﬁﬁet with difficultics boﬁh ab5ﬁt documents, tfansportaﬁion,
housihg, et cetcra; but I think we will settle all our common difficulties,

As it zathcers here today, the Economic and Social Council commands the
attention oi tic cnﬁiré world.i EVOfvthin; that you do will be the object of
universal atﬁention. Any failure to fulflll the uXQCCtatanS of the world vill
likewlse be tae cbiect of comment and attention. You carry on your shiulders
the hope of all humanity. | |

For the fifst tiese in the history of‘intern;tianal rcletions the nations
of the world have ;et up one commun body to consider and, vhen poséiblc, to
rectify the cconomic and social problems that besct mankind. By doing so they
have shown their deﬁcrmination to meke human welfare one of the first objectives
of their collaboration. They have recogﬁizcd the fact that misery is one of
the fundamental causes of war and that thelr ultimete success in preventing war
will degcnd ugon thcir‘ability to sprecd matericl and socizl wellbeing wherever
poople live. Even in normal tipmes the creation of the Economic and éocial
Council would have been recognized as en enlightened advance in humén relations.
Today, as humanity'strugglés in the bo; created by the most universal End destruc~
tive of cll w;rs; the existerce of this body is apsolutely nocessary to the
world. | I |

The* immediate .roblem facing us ih the economic and socigl field.at this

momént is to undo the work of war as far as we‘can and to make life p§ssible
agein for the peo. le who h,ve becone Qestltutb beccuse 3f war. ﬁnder the

lcaaershla of the Economic and.Soc1al Council and with tne clase collabaratlon
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of its.allied asencies. It is our determination to confront this job in all its
phases quickly and effectively. ‘In the sscrifices ‘and energy required this task
is equal to the all-compelling job of making war itself,

Beyond this iumeciate and critical problen, which will burden us for meny

- years, as your President has Just said, we have a great compositeof other funda-

 mental problems which we have inherited from history. The world looks to the

United Nations and to the Economic add Social Council for effective lezdership
in solving 2 thousind and ome socicl and economic troubles which mankind has

never been able to solve by individuel, community or national effort. Withcut

_neglectin, the immediate, critic:l problems, we will undertake this neverending,

evergrowing struysle 1o lessen the basic social and economic troubles of people
everyvaere., )

We must reccenize that this etrﬁogle will never end. TWhile old problcms
will be solved, new aroblems will arisc. The adv.r.ce of science and the whims
of nature ad cirgumstonces make that certein., But we are agreed to tackle our
Sroblewns s we know taem with stubBorn and relentless energy. * We will cross the
otier brad.es wien we colx to thea.

In greeting you todey, it is ndt my purpose to expliain the full pragr;m of
the Economic aud Social Council and of its allied and subsidia;g orgens and
agencies. May I just add some words to what your President has said about the
program before you today. I will only say that obviously much of the work until
now has been oréanizational. During the course of this second meeting of the
Economic and Social Council, ;ou willl have to perfect your organization as far s
possible, Relations between the specizlized agencies and the central orgens of
the United Natiohs will have to be defincd by specific agreements. It is the pri-
liged position of the Economic and Social Council to consider economic and social

policy at the highest level and to coordinate world cconomic end soclal activities

Thus, the ne_ otiations with the specialized agencies will be of the utmost impor-

tance,

Another important mission of the Hconomic and Socizl Council during this
session will, in my opinion, be to consider the estoblishment of a world health

organization and an orgonization in charge of refugees and displaced persons. The

4
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functions and-iémeaiété ﬁééké"of thﬁIComﬁissians of thé Ecshomic_énd Sociél
Council will have ﬁd‘bé siipﬁiaﬁéd so that these Cﬁmmiséichs cén proceed with
importent and urgent work. - | ‘

Much pféparatary work has bcen done. The‘preparatorg cummiséian‘and
conferences held in London during‘ﬁhe first mecting of thé\Assembly have pro-
vided you with o erelisdasry outlinc‘ofiyour duties and of your organizational
structure.

Bcginning on April 29, the nuclear commissions of thc Economic and Social
Caﬁncil met to prepare their reports to tae Council. In these rcports recom-
mendations are médc regarding the woerk which they suggest should be undertaken
in the imnedietc future, and their relations with other ascncies and orgoniza-
tions. I think you will find their reports constructive wad foctuzl, briocing
with practical supgestions for immecdiate and long-tcrm action ia aony ficlds,
At the seme time they are characterized by o do.rie of tangination wud ca-
Clightenuent worthy of the ailus and purposcs of the United Nations., It nmay be
suggested that soﬁe-groups have exhibited too much imagination. I would reply
that this is a time for frecsh thoughts and new ideas. It is also the time
to revive zood ideas which have bien suppresscd in the past by rewction and
prejudicce. We want people to feel free to expross cnd to fisat for thuse
thoughts and idaas. |

Again, soric reporis may be criticized cn the Lrouad tiot tuagy corbzin
impractical sugzestions. The answor to this is that we must keep cur feet on
the prounc but tact wo nvst koep reaching for the atars. Thers are cicuyh
practical su,gustions Lo sotis?y anvbody, 10 culy we con put them into practice.,
Proposals which ;ou will consiiLr a’ Lhis rocting cover the whole field of
social and econoric problems. Meny o thom Leve 4o do with immcdiate problems.

You will find thet the pacleer Keonomic arn? Employment Cominission has
d:awn‘yaur atteotion to the ur_.cort question of the world food shortuge cnd the
;;oblems which will arisc if the nmagnificent activities of UNRRA are brought to
an untinely end. The world effort to relieve famine has becen tremendous. ‘We
must reke absolutely sure thot this effort is meintained and increased until

the prisont erisis has passced. Late reports from southeastern Europe and osther
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areas incdicate that drouht is aggravating the crisis‘wh%ch clready exists. We
¢an sce ndo end to this erisis and we_must face it sguérely.

The Commission has olso concerned itself with the problem of immediate
reconstructioh in the cevastated areas. With great farsightediéss it has also
consicered the fact that many countries which are now arising from the ruins
of war plan; in the process of revival, to reform their economies, thus giving
rise to new srobleis in their relations with osther countries.

In deference to the immedicte shorta;é of o0ds which nations need, it
has made recomcendations for the cantinuation.of & schene of allocation for
all goodsin short supply, including food. At the soie tise it aims, as a matter
of principle, at the opening up of trade and commerce between the nations. Its

report will merit the attentisn »f this body and of the world at large.
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The Statistical Commission promises to be one of the key
unlts in our whole organizatibn, and that nuclear commisslon
has gone about its work with a full sense of 1ts responsibility.
Speed in considering its report will be important,

The nuclear Transport and Comminications Commisslon
has made val3able suggectlons for the rcogulstion of the
mconomic and Social Goundirs relations with the international
organizations which operate in its fileld. It has recommendad
the creation of a world shipping organization and has reached
intercsting conclusions regarding the way in which inland
transpdrt can be helped to return to ngrmal, '

In the social field, you hsvc been proviGed with a
fundamental study.of the tasks which lie aﬁead EE the Temporary
Social Commissionl The exhaustlve report which 1t hes
\prepared‘provides a handbook for the study ef our purposes
and our vossibllities in this all importent area of United
Netions activity.

/ The nucleer commission on Human rights has distinguished
itself with a comprehensivé reoort on this sweeping’subject
and has made sug: estions regording the vroposed International
Bill of Rights.

The Bubcommission on the Stetue of Women hns submitted
to the nuclear commission on human rights an exposition of

vupposcs and ideals which go straight toward the exvressed
purpose orf the Charter in recognizing the cquality of men
and woman,

In proposing the establishment of the subcommission
on the Freedom ofAInformation end the FPress, the nuclear
commission on human rights has recognized =nd attempted to
transform into concrete action the fact thet "freedom of
information is one of the fundsmental rights of human beings'.
& It has been the clear conviction of the men and women

who h-ve formulated these propositions that sound and decent
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ldeas must be placed permanently bcfore the Worid so thet they
may gather the support which is needed to introducé>them
into the actual workings of our civilization. |

They reqbgnize the fact that the world cannot oc fefbrmed
in five minutes and they hove not allowed this fact to dismay
‘themr |

The Secretariat of the United N tions has played its
part in the work of the commissions by providing technical
asslistance, But 1t is aiready clear from our exverience that
tae future work of the Economic and Social Council will
~require expansion of tpe Secretariat, |

| It is grétifying to the Sécrctariat‘that Members of

the United Nations have recponded so whole-heartedly to the

work of the Economic and Social Council, The appointment

of permenent representatives of great cepacity and internationsal

reputation, has served to strengthen the Council immeasurably.
The establashment of vermanent miscions to the Economic ard

or to the United Nntions,
Social Council/by all of the eighteen memberggountries

would gréatly asslet the Council and Sécrctarﬁat in dealing
wlth the vast amount of work which lies ahead.

In conclusion, I want, Mr, President, as Secretary-Gencral,
to thank you 211 for coming here and to wish you ag:2in welcome
and sucéess. Thank you,

. PRESIDENT: Gentlemcn, the next item on the agenda 1s
the adoption of the agenda.

You will find that the Report of the Technical Prepar -tory
Committee for the health conference has been placed at your

disposal. The Economic and Social Council has promised to
consider this report and make any suggestlons on theo agendé
@Aﬁh@gggpect to the Internationgl Health Gdnfereﬁcé. This
Conference has been called for the 19th of June 1in this

city and therefore, 1t is extreﬁely important that we should
finish consideration of this repqrt and make such observations

thot we wishsto «s early as possible, I understand that a
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report has a]ready b(en 61r ulated to 911 the Datﬁanz
wnlcr heve - reouested to attend tnls ﬂonlerence., Anv remarks

that the Economlc CLnd %001al Council may make on thls report:

- will be simllarly c;rculuued to all the natlons.

Itens 5 to 10 are reports of various committees and
commigsiong that have been_apgointed. It is suggested that
on londay afternoon, the Cnrirman of these commisslons

wlll ‘present their reportq and mak¢ eny supplementary

‘%-rbmarks thet they declde to make on their reoorts.

¥ouwill find the report of the Spec1al Committee on

- Refugees and Displaced Pereons is put os Irem_iB on'the

second page. That is because the Secretariat is not in
receiut of this rs’ort a8 yet I 'do very rmuch hooe th(t
thls report will De received some time in the course of

next week at least.
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PRESIDENT: Ttems 11, 12 and l3;afe‘ité£s vhich have been carried over
from the egenda of the last session of. the Economic. and Social Council. Item
14 is an item’thqt_has been inserted,.I understand, at the request of the
United Kingdom Dclegation, Item 15.is, again, an item that has been carried
over from the last agenda. So are the two other iteﬁé, 16 and 17.4 Item 19
is a proposal from the Belglon Delegation, but I understend that the éxact
terms of the proposal have not yet beeq received.. As regards Item 20, I
.suggest that we follow the course that we have adopted on the last occasion,
" and fix a time limit within which delegations may send in any further reso-
lutions for the consideration of the Economic and Social Council, And I sug-
gest a deadline, the last date to be Wednesday, the 29th of thig mbnth.

MR. NOEL BAKER »(UNITED KINGDOM): I only wanted to verify the date, Mr.
‘Preeident, but I heard it‘in the translation, .

PRESIDENT: 'Yés, Wednesdny, the 29th, This does nct apply to any reso-
lutions for the consideration of the report itself. It is with reference to
items outgide this agenda.

MR, FEONOV (USSR): Mr, President, I have one or two remarks to make on
the agenda. I think i will be permitted to speak in Russian.

PRESIDENT: It is your p;ivilege.

MR, FEONOV (USSR) (second interpretation): I have one or two points to

‘moke as regerds the agenda, Mr, Prosident, First of all, Point 14 of the
Agendn: "Question of the assumption by the United Notions of the functions and
powers connected with public loans issued with the assistance of the League
of Nations." In the meeting of the Genercl Assembly of the United Nations in
London in February, a decision was reached on the guestion of what functions
of the League of Nations ghould be teken over by the United Nations. The
décigion involved a list of the League of Nations' fuictirng to be assumed -
by the United Nations, ond I Ac not think tho guestion o public loons wos:
included in that list. It Sgcms to me, ther.fore, that the inclusion of this
item in the agenda of the Ecorcmic cnd Social Council constitutes o departure
from the decision of the CGoneral Agseuntly.

My next point concerns Point 19: "Belgian Proposal Concerning the Loague

of Red Cross Societies." We have been tcld that the dccuments in connection
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with this 1item are not yet prepared. It is difficult for the Soviet
Delegation to agree to the inclusion of a question in the agenda of which -
it hos no definite knowledge - of which it does not know‘the character -
and so, I would like to suggest that when the documents ore ready, the
Bolaian Delegation places this matter under Item 20: "Other Important
Matters".

My last remark concerns Item 20. My interpretation of thig item is that
no such particular guestions are envisaged ot present, but that any
delegotion which wishes to place a further matter on the agenda, shall place
it under this item, and the time limit for such additions to the agenda is
the 29th of May.

PRESIDENT: As regords the last item, the interpretation of our Russicn
colleegue 1is entirely correct.

As regards Item 14, I would like to point out that the provisional rules
provide to include any item that is suggested by any Member of the United
Nations. Therefore, this item has been includeddbecause one of the Members
of the United Nations, and a Member of this Council, has suggested the in-
clusion of this item. Whether that item can be properly discussed, whether
there are any obJections to the discussion of this item, whether the General
Assembly Resolution precludes our moking a'rccommendation about this subject
to the General Assembly, are matters which will come up properly for discus-
gion when the item itself is token up. The President has no right to exclude
this item from the agenda at this stage anq the Council will, therefore,
include it in the agenda at this stage. Tée issues that have been raised by
our Russian colleague will be proper subjects for discussion at the time when'
tﬂe agegda is céﬁsidefed.

As regards the proposal of the Belgian Delegation, it is truec that the!
proposal has not yet come in any concrete form and whether it is Item 19 or
20, does not make any difference. I am prepared to includec it under Item
20, in which case Iten 20 becomcs Item 19,

MR. FEONOV (USSR): May I suggest Just a small correction in the trans-

lation of what I have sald, Mr. Prcsident. I did not say that the inclusion
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of Paragraph lh in the agenda would. nea.n a depa,r’burc from the decismn taken .
by “the General Assembly I s's.id tha,t thut would mean a recensideration of. the

decision toker by the Generul Assem’bly
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MR. NOEL-BAKER (UNITED XINGDOM): Mr. Chairman, I am very glad that Mr.

Feonov recognizeé that our proposal un’er Item lh is not a viqlation qf an
Aésembly resolusion. I am not quite sure, though, 1 would like to conéider it
further, thai}even‘ iqvolves the reconsideration of what the Assembly did. As
I remember, and I am speakiifg without the text of the Assembly Resolution
before me, as I remember the work of the Asse@bly on this ma%ter, it was based
on the report of the Preparatory Commission. On page 118 of the Report of
the Preparatory Commission, there is & paragraph which reads thus: "The
Preparatory Commilssion believes that the foregoing recommendations cover all
the parts of the Report of the Executife Cormittee relating to the transfer of
functions, powers, and activites of the Leégue of Nations, with the exception
of paragraph 9 which deals with the assumption by the United Nations of
funétions and powers connected witﬂ public loans issued wéﬁh the assistance of
the League of Nations. The Pfeparatory Commission makes no recommendation on
this subJect; it considers that it can be brought by any interested govermment
before the Economic and Social Council."

Now, sir, as I suy, I speak from memory, the Assembly Resolution did not
refer to thls point 2t all. It may therefore be assuned, and ny Government
did in fact 2ssume, that the Preparatory Commission recommendation stood open
and that it was our right to put this item on the agenda in pursuance of Vhat
wh;s theré said. I/do not now want to start o controversy ﬁith Mr., Feonov abou:
it. We ghall clear it up quite easily when we cone to the point. And we think

it is a matter of public interest which this Council would be well to consider,

and we hope he may come to agree.

MR. LEBEAU (BELGIUM) (Interpretation): -I wish to cpologize, Mr. Presiden
for the 1@teness of the proposal of the Belgian Delegation under Iten 19 of
the agenda. This delay was due to the fact that Mr. De Housse wished, before
formul&ting his proposal finally, to discuss it>with you, Mr. President, and
with the Secretariat. Owing to transport difficulties, Mr. De Housse has not
yet drrived in New Yofk. Wé expect him very shortly, perhaps tonorrow, and we
hopé to be aBle to formulate our propoc.l finally early next week.

Discussing’the matter in Brussells, it was ocur desire to have this matter

placed cn the agenda and discussed by the Council, and it was therefore our
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decision to give notice of this desire and ask for it°‘¢onclu31on on the
1gend& The question of the recelvabillty of thls ;ubject w1ll, of course,

be open to the diocu031on of the Council, and so I zccept your 1nterprctation,
Mr. President, and agree to the transfer of this subJect from Item 19 to Iten

2Q.

FRESIDENT: May I take it then that the agenda is adopted with that

ﬁnderstanding?

MR. FEONOV (USSR) (Second Interpretafion); I want to read, Mr.bPrésident,
the résolution of the General Asgembly adopted in London which relates to this
iten of our agenda. It seems to me that this resolution of the General Asserbly
supports the view that the Soviet Delegation have already expréssed here..."the
Council should on or before the dissclution of the League, assume and continue

following

prOV181onally the work hitherto done by the/Lchue d@p*rtmentb The Econonic
Financlal and Transit Department, particularly the research and statistical
work; the Health Section, particulafly tile epldeniclogical service; the Opium
Section and the Secretariats of the permenent central Opium Bozrd and Super-
visory Budy. 2. The General Assembly rbquests that the Secretlry~Gener*l made
provision for taking over and meinteining in coperction the library and archives
.and for completing the Leage of Nation's treaty series. 3. The Generﬁlﬁ%ﬁembly
considered fhat it woﬁld also be desir&blé for the Senwutary-deneral to enggge
for the work referred té in paragraphs 1 and 2 abo%e, on 2ppropriate terms,
such'Members of the expdrienced personnel by whon it is at pressnt being per-
formed as the Secretary-General moy select,"”

| That is all, Mr. President, and it seems to me that this decision of the

General Assembly supports the views Just expressed by the Soviet Delegation.

PRESIDENT: As I have<alraadyisaid, this is a natter which will be con- -
.‘sidered in greater detail‘when the actual item is taken up‘fér consideration

. by the Council.. I do not think it is necessary at thiélétage ndf are the
Delegates prepared at this stavo,.té go into the merits of this questlon, ‘&s
to whether or not it is in the purviow of the Economio and Social Counsil. But

the 1tem on the agenda will_rcma1n, naturully, and these questlons and issues
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will be discussed when the item is taken for consideration. I take it that

the agenda is accepted.

MR. CAXTON (CANADA): Mr.APfésident, before we adjourn, I would 1ike
in the name of Caﬁad&, and I kncw of evéryone here, to expfess our very warm
;ppreciation;'*itor?:Mr. Winant, for the nessage which he read in behaif of
the Precident of the United States. And olso to express tb you, sir, a
distinguished reprecentative of a great country,our very Wafm appreciation
for the inspiring way in which you described the general obJectives éf the
Econonic and Soéial Council. |

Moy I 2also thank the Secretary-General for-his description of the way
in which the Council will work, end of the work generally of the Uﬁi%ed Naotions.

Theré are scrie pecple who exprassidisappointment at the rate of prégrsss
of organizations like this, but I think we should renember thai}ogiy 5ix months
sinqe the conolusiohﬁof six years of the worst war in the history of the world.
We cannct recover everything at once; we camnot at once start cut marching

. . for
to build the world of peace/which we are working and hoping.




E/P.V./1
79

Thcre.is one thing, however, that is encouraging, «nd that is that for the
first time there is & very wide agreement on the general aims of every country,
of every people, of every politicel party. What country in the world, what
politicai varty, what group of friends about the fireside or abcuf ths

cracker berrel, would not agree on the aim that has been so often stated,

full employment, high naticnal incomé, and broad measures of social Becurity.
Putting this into terms which we all recogniée and know(about, it means a

Job and more than a Jjob, it means usetf'ul opportunity for everyone able and
wllling to work, an income, a home, and a place in the community, to enable
him tc bring up his children to have with him =nd with othefsva good life.

This also is put in the words of ocur Charter, to promote higher standards
of living, full employment, and conditions of economic aﬁd social progress
and develbpment, promote solutions of‘international economic, soclial, health
and related problems, promote international cultural and educational coopera-
tion and to promote universal respect for and cbservance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction a8 to race, sex, language
or religion. These are indeed noble aime and in this age of complex inter-
dependent eccnomice systems, of rocket planes and atomic'bombs, we now see that
we nmust ﬁork together or perish together.

The setting up of this Council as one of the principal organs of the
United Nations is an explicit recognition by the peoples and governments of
the world that it isn't encugh to take measures to check aggression if at the
same time we don't take‘steps to create the positive conditions of peace.
We”in our country,in Canada, have been singularly fortunate; our country
hasn't been devastated by war and during the war we became for the First time,
as the United States did in the last World War, a creditor nation. We carried
the burden of our own war effort and cxtended wide measures of help to other
countries. We increased our productive cepacity, maintained the purchasing
bower of our money, and generally managed affuirs so that some of the great
nations of the world ars now coming t6 our country of twelve million pecple

for assistance. We believe that it is in the Interests of Cansda to give

that assistance. We heve come to recognize, everyone in our country, I think,
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and certainly all political parties, that our prosperity depends on othér
people's prosperity. We have come to see that prosperity, like peace, is
individible, and for that reason we in our country have worked with the
other countries to support all the agencies of the United Nations. Ve
believe that it is in our interest to do so. We believe, too, that the
future of the werld depends as much as anything else on the recognition of
mutual interests on the search for enlightoned self-interest. This Council
ig not a govermment. It is an instrument by which govermments and pedﬁles
may exchange views and may worlk together. It i1s the groatest instrument of
its kind ever created. But how it works depends not only on the Charter and
the Scercoteriat, but also on the wide recognition of its purposes, by people,
by individual pcople in all of our countrics. ind for that rcason 1t has
as onc of its specialized agencics the United Nations UNESCO. The other
specialized agoncics will all form an importent nctwork of intcrnational
cooperation, the meoans whereby the hopcs and aspirations of common pocple
overywhere may be achicved,--the only means by which %hey can bc achicved,
through cocperation.

In our work wo can, by working together, lay the foundations of lasting
peace by cstabliching conditions throughout the world by which wec can have

prospority at home as the basis for peacc ebroad.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
Well, Gentlcmen, on bchalf of the Council, it will be my privilege to.
sond our thanks to the Prosident for his good wishes and mossago.
| The next meeting of the Council will be held at 10:30 on Monday, the
27th. |
The mocting of the Negetiating Commistee concerning Intergovernmentel
Organizations will bc held ik the other hall at 2:30 this afternoon.

The mecting 1s adjourncd.

(The mocting adjourncd at 12:40 P.M.)






