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The PRESITENT: The Council is in sessfon.

-

The Councillwill now resume the discussion cf the Repo}t on the Status

of Women.
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REPCRT OF COMMISSION ON STATUS QOF WOMEN

MR, sAmEA'CRUZ_(chile)(lntefpretation from Spanish): Mr. President, I
represent a’country in which soclal ‘1life is, to a great extent,\based upon the
woman, and this ﬁaftiéularly émong the T7cple where the wousn 1s the sﬁpport of the
homne, fighting‘against cenditions of iife which ére due very much to the im@rovi-
cence of men.

I represent a smell country, but my country hes given to Latin Amsricé‘thé
first women eduvcators, the first women teechers, the first women who were employes
of commerce and industry; end nmy éduntfy was also the firgt to make laws for the
protection of work In which women engaged.

My country has 1little over five million inhabitants, but it surprised the
world by producing a writer who received the Nobel Prize for Literature-;and this
writer was not & man but a women. I aiéo représént a.Government the President of
which has for his motto the'equality between men and women on gll planes: social,
politicel, economic, cultural, and legal. -

I declare here that Chile is in full sympethy with the effort of the
United Nations to comply with the principles of the Chérter; thet 1s to say, that
there should bte no distinction of sex. We are not going ?o deal now in detail
with the Report of the Commissicn., There may be some defects in the Repari,
practical dsfects as to the manner in which the aim which 1s intended to be
attalned should be attained. But I think that it should e sufficient to Justify
the work of this Comﬁission; It would be sufficlent to read Chapter X in which
the programme is explained. The basic principle of the work ¢f’ the Commission,

I declare here that Chile ie in full agreement with.

I conclude by repeating here the sentéﬂce which 1s the mott§‘of the Presldent

of the Chilean Repﬁblic now and that is that we want complete equaiity between

men end women in the political, soclel, economic, culturel and legal fields.
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MR KIRPHLANI (Inala) T Mr PTGS;dbuu, may I at the outset beg your per-
mission to be associated with the observations you made in sponsoring the debaoe
on thio Repor . I shouidﬂlike to compllment the Commiseion on the very excellent
Recort they have plaoed befcre us.

Sir, I would ask the Counoil to recognize the fundamental faco that womon;
or shall I eay ffemales", form half the human population of the world, snd our
democratic ideoloj and democratic practice demand that, even on the purely
mundane ground of numerical strength, they be permitted to play e part in solving
the problems that face the human race, «:d that part must be a full half role.
Women are not going to be satisfied with less.q

Higtorically speaking, sir, there has been a matrierchal age when women
ruled with the rod. Then that sge was succeeded by the palriarchal age, which
still persists, and I submit that the tirs has come when we have arrived at a new
age and e new understanding, where men and women play an equal pert in sol7ing the
problems that face the human race, so that we may be all the richer for 1t.

In the patriarchal age we have treated women elther as pets or dogs, or at
other times we have ralised them to the status of godesses or even autocrats. We
in Indisz have known vkat great autocratgr women can be, and in our own homes, not
jusgﬁ;iZstige, but what authority and power they wield--and how!

But, slr, we must admit to ourselves that by and large--and i will say for
the. large part--we have endeavored to confine woman to the domestic sphere. Now,
whether there héB\Peen the sanction of custom or law behind it, or whether we have
evolved a kind of £hilosophy that supports such customery or legel presumptions,
T do not know. But I do know for & fect that man's effort has been hitherto to
confine woman, by end large, to the domestic sphers.

Women now want to play a full part in the political field, in the economic

in

field, the educetional field, the socisl field, and indeed/every sphere of humran

activity, and we cannot now reconcile ourselves, or reconclle women, to allotting
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them only a partial role. They insist on playing a full role, and if we do not
allot them thet full role, we stand in 3danger of meking them suffragettes, not

only politically, but in all fields, and that is & predicament I cannot contemplate

with equanimity.
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Sir, speaking in a more serious veln, we have got to the stage of glving
eympathy to the . domands that womeh havé made on us. We have acknéﬁ; “
ledged the justlce of their case, but we have done precious littise to iﬁpléméﬁﬁ
such acknowledgment. The very fact that this Councll, at the Second Sesslon,
decided to accord the status OE;full commigsicn to what was then a Sub-Ccmmission
on the Status of Women, a sub-commission of the Commilssion on Human Rights, is
proof of admission Qn‘our pesrt that there was a full-gized Job to be done.

I see 1in the paper circulated by our friends from the United Kingdcm that
the view 1s taken that many reccmmendations made in this Commisslon are such as
had best be dealt with by other commisselons. I do not want to go into any great
detaill, sir, but I shall take one subject, and I shall seek the forgiveness of
the Council for,bringing up that subJject, the subject of prostitution. It hes
been suggested that this 1s a subJect that had best be dealt with Tty the Socilal
Commission, Slr, in all earnestness I ask us men: wé have had the contrcl or
the ordering of the ?olution of this problem fur many, meny years, and what have
we done about 1t? If women are nct golng to be nermitted in their own Commission
to decide how they mey protect, save and safeguard not only the honour, but the
physiques and bodies of what are going to be the future mothers of mankind --
woll then, I fail to understand what else there 1s that 1s more important for
the women's Commission to understand and study and try to solve.

Finally, eir, I shall end with a plea to women. T have looked at the
membership on the Coﬁmission on the Status of Women, and I do suggest that it
is in line with thelyr desire to play an equal part, an equal role with men in
trylng to solve the problems of humanity, that on that'very Commisgion there
should be some men. I suggest that tihe work of the Commission on the Status of
Women will be all the ‘better done, will be all the more balanced. We shall get

a proper perspective on it if men and women sit on that Cormission and play
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thelir.part together. By the same reasoning, sir, I know that we have women on
tie- Sucial Commission; we have women on the Human Rights Commission; but 1

plead: that we glve them' a greater representation on thoss Commissions.
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R, PﬁiLLI?s'(ﬁhiféd‘ﬁimgdoﬁ): Mr. President, T asked to speak

’ earliér in fﬂié:diééﬁésibh; Ny delegation has submitted a paper, E/3>3,

and I want par*ich*arly to draw the Loupciilﬁ attentlon to this paper. At

the same tlme, T am very hanpy to speak after the dlstinguished 4epres entatives
of Chi¢e and India, b cause they havs said in general, a good d°a1 of What

I wanted to say about the 1mportance of this 8w Jth.

I cannot agree with all that the rcpresentative of India sa*d and
I will revert a'bit later in‘my remarks to some of the points which he made.
This 1s a subject to which my Government attachss groat importance. In my
dountfy,wé have been fortunate enough broadly fo achieve the gdéls which
haVS‘béén>set Qutxiﬁ this R?port. Thet has been through & process which
" has not been ffee_from difficulty. It is because we attach so much
" importance to this ubject--and we are aware of the difficulties of this
subJegt--thatrwe‘have submitted this paper which you. have before you,
which makes ourlﬁuggéStions, The ﬁurpbse of this paper is to suggest for
the Council's consideration what, in our opinion,is the best practical
approééh to thé problem of providing;over the Werd as a whole, an equal
étatus for women.

'Inkcdnsidéfing‘which is the most practical approach to this,_waléan
nons of us ignore that the problems which are facing this Commission have
beenkwith the world for a Very lorng time and are very deeply rooted, HVen
"in countries where conditions wére favourable to the full development of
1womén‘é rights, women have won them only recently and with difficulty.

It is clear that the advice which i1s glven to us by the Commission,and
the resélutiOns:which we pass here on the tasis of that. advice, wili be

mest effective to the extent to which it takes full account of these

difficulties.
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We consider, thgrefore,'that an extremely important task of the Commission
l1s to exeamins the causes of discrimination agailust women in different parts
;of ﬁhe world. We think 1t shouid spotlight the customs and the practices
which ere at the roots of this discrimination. In this way, 1t will foéqs
the attontion of world opinion, of v&ll governments;and above all, of thé
nen and women of the countries themselves, to the procésses of Qhaﬁge which
are necessary to bring these practices into line with the ideals éf fhe
Charter and the aspiraticns which the Commission has at heart.

Invthe view of my Government, emphasis must be plagsd on_education
and.publicity a3 a meansg of bringing.these charges about., If we do nqt
make the fullest use of these two means, we shali not have Ereated the
conditions under which legislation will be fully.effectije. By all meaﬁs,
let us have legislaticn, but do not let us think that this 1s the whole of
the story.

In ths liéht of this apprcach, which 1s the approach my Qovernment
adopts to this rroblem, I would like to turn tq certaln ssctions of the Report.
Frankly, my Government els some enxiety about Chapter X which is

’ Future ' '
lebeled, “Programme of /Work", but which in fact confines itself to stating
principles and aims. It is clearly important that we should have a statement
of principles and aims, but this must be supplemented by an actual programme
of work clearly defined. The resolution at the end of the paper which we
have submlitted sete out our view for such an imm:diate prcgramme of work,

As regards the organizati?n of the Ccrmission's work, it will be noted
from our paper that we have set out In paragrepls7 and 8, three matters,
some agpects of which aré not/?%#%ﬁe competence of other%rgans of the Council
or of speciélized agencles, . I would not wish there to be any misunderstanding

ebout this. We are not suggesting that these subJects In thelr entirety

should be withdrawn from the purviewof the Commission. We do, however,
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suggésé'that;th6706mmiséion shbuld~concantrate;on'those.aépeoté vhich may -
involve'discrimiﬂatidn.on~grbuhd&yof sex, whether in tha:politic@l,,economic
or sOcihl:fieldé;ﬁ(it is. right for‘the‘Commission-td-consider~by»w£a¢
neans womenican"attainvthé.same fraﬁchise rights &s men, whatever those
rights are at:anjfparticular<time and in any particular country. But iﬁ
is sureély wrong fior the Commission on.thevStatus1pf‘Homen to eonsider by

| L
whatfmeanS‘mén'and womenialike'can attain certein political fights, such as:
adult suffirege in'COUntriés'where those rights are not yet,established.

We ‘do suggest also‘that the Commission should take the fullesf account
of what is being‘done by other orgers of the ﬁnited ﬁations, guch as the .
Social Ccmmission and’other agéncies, such‘és.the iLO, in metters which _
affect women. |

The Bocial andveconomic questions indicated in Chapter X-¢ofvthe Rzport
may embrace a wide variety of guestions,and we’wish té,emphaaize.the nesd
for avoiding duplication of effort and securiné?flcseSt collaboration on
questions of concern to more than one‘organ or agency.

The representative of Indis mentioned the e¥uuple of gyostituﬁion;
Curiously enough, that was precisely the exemple which I intsuded to give
the Council to 1ndicate the other point of view. A few days ago, we»heard‘
another representative of India, wi:in the Social Commissicn's Report was
being discuseed, drawing attention to the importance of this questionm,

as a patter to be dealt with by the Sociael Commission. The view that
my Government takes is that the problem of prostitution is a soclal gquestion
affecting society as a whole and not only a question affecting women., It
affects society as a whole., It is a question that must be consldered in

the broadest possible social context. It is a matter which falls within

the ambit of the Hocial Commission. It is a matter on which the Social
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Commission has alreedy started work. It clearly would be unworkmanlike
, if we had two commissions consiﬂeri1“ prc01sely the same subject.

I do not want MrlvPrcsident in any of the remarks I have made,
to imply in any way that my Government feels that the Commission on the
Statusg of homen has not pcrformed eltremely usoful work in the task that it
Iascerried out 80 far. My Government suggests an alternative approach.
In d01ng so,‘we are entirely behind the aspirations which animate the
Menbers of the Commieeion.‘ We support them fully in their obJectives.

. In particular, I would liko to take this occasion of saying that

we welcome the work of the d*stinguished lady who is Chalrman of ‘the
Commlesion, who has kept both befc*e the Assembly and before the Council‘
the Importance of this field of work. I hope very much, Mr. President,
thet the Council will be able to a cJt the suggeotions made by my
Government for focusing the work of this Commission on the UV:t piac+1cal
approach and laying down en actual progranme of voek |

We sit here as representativee of GovernmemJe, eiﬁ:it in our.duty
to bring to bear on all the advisory repcris p A ORI wa;d &y. cur adrisory
cormissions, the best practical sugeestione we oan maTCo s euggestions
that we are able to make In that splrit ere oootained on page 4 of

Document E/353, which my Gove-nwent has subzittzd.



E/P.V.T5
21.25

MR. NASH (New Zsalend): Mr. President, this,K T think; is one of
- the most important-subjects that we have yet touched on in the Céuncil.
Its importance has been rsalized by.-four references in the Charter.

First, the dpening words of the Charter as qucted in the Report
on the Statdé of Women, refar,‘in the second paragraph to "the equal
rights of men and women and nations large and small". That is, the
" United Netions affirm their faith in the fundamental human rights and
equal rights.

Then again, we find a reference in Article 13 "for the initiation
of studies and the making of recommendations for the purvose of promoting
fundamental freedom for all without distinction as to rabe, sex, language
or religion”. )

Then again, in Article 55, which authorizes the setting up of
this Council, it is again affirmed that the United Nations "shall promote
universal regpect for and observance of human rights and fundamental

freedom for all without distinction as to race end sex, language or

religion.”



E/P.V.T5

Then, in the settlng up of the trusteeship system it is again referred
to 4n Article 70 which says "The basir ob1ectivss of the  trusteeship system
...shall be...to encourage respect for human rights and fnrdamental freedoms
for all"--again-- wi hout distinction as to race, sex, lmagiige, or religion,"”

So, I assume from. the eetting un of this Council iu the Charter _

Mr. Presideut that e are committed to what is in this Report 1n Chapter p.
I cannot iead a word in it as I read it that suggests other than equal rights
for men and women, committing each cne of the natlions that signed the Charter

If there wers some discussions as to the rights of women as such it 1is
oftsn talked of at the Dresent tlme about the amaz1ng contrioution that wemen
made in connec,ion with the result that was achieved in 194k end 1645 in the
defeat of the enemies to ffeedom. I kmow in our little couvatry, and I know
in the United Kingdom that there was o part cf the cUnmunity which rendered a
greater zexrvice towards d01ng wbat had io be dcne then the Woren of,the
old countrj-;or the Unitod hingdcme-and the wcmen of New 7.3 e'an‘u

Then, there is sonme ccnment——and I say this by way of an aaide--'n the
United Kingdom‘resolution, relative to overlapping. That 1z quite possible,
but I would suggest that,instead of holding up anything that is recom:zsnded
in this Report, the Commiseion on  the Status
of Women should arrenge as scon as possible wiih representatives of the ILO,
the Soclal Commission, and the Human Rights Commission to get together to
avold the overlapping, provided there wes no confiict--and I do not see any
reeson fcr confiict--with the objectives end reccmmendations set out in the
paper that we are considering for the riiont,

Having said that on the general obJective, I would like to point out
cne cor two thoughts that come to my mind in this connecticn., If the situation

is not watched and watched early and carefully dealt with, the wcmen of the
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stilte race will be teking ccmelete charge of e@gqgtipn;._Thg position is
. bewoming such in mény of .the European end Britigh qogntries_that the teaggigg
goctlon is beccmﬂng - overwhelmingly women. If they will seize that opportunity,
they need not worr&.much.abput their gtatus, becauge they can then probably
butt intc the minds of the young what the youngﬂgught to tiink about women.
But.TI thirk that would be .a reel danger to thé worid and would require scme
wgtching. However, they are running to the posltlon in most of the counpfies
where the wemen are the only people left to dO’thS teaching.

Ther, there 1s another danger, and I really think, whilst this might i
-appear to be cynlcal or perhaps with.a tinge of hg;2i2% it 1s not elther,
ag-far as I am concerned, There is a danger of @he womren nct becoming sub7
sexviernt to the men but the mern. worshipping them so0 much, and the women hav ing
Boﬁlittiejgv, that they will forget what they are in the world for, and that
is.not thirking of the status of women in the IiOhest and best sense, I have
seen a tremendous iot of it."I have geen it tremsndously‘also in the other
directicn, vhere the mother has done all the Job right through the years of
marriage with ragaid to the youngsters and with ;egard to everything else,

T have scen that in the industrial circumstances of Britalin, ard of my own
country. I think there is an even graver menace in the other direction that
1 em talking abcut, because when w§7;§ought it ocut, we will have removed the
Injusticses that mqphers and women have suffered throughout the ages, Wg_w1ll
remove them, I aﬁ satieficd of that, But that other danger is real, anawl
would like scme people who“a;e in charge of the Ccmﬁission to watch thét ;nd
say that ought nct to happen. )

o that

1ith rogard. to equal rignts to work, we have been affirming /as We have
passed. through the;procgaiiggs‘of the Council, and talkgd about full emplrvmﬁnt.

| - ‘ ir-thé mein
We have always xeant thet fow women as well as for men, The wemen
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is not subject, as scme peoprle think she is, to‘lpokmaﬁtgrﬁthg home, _She.does
~thet as amagnificent work, because in the main theregislnq_cne anythipg like as
competent as the mother to do the Job; that ls why, not because her place 1is
thehome ,- but because thers 1s no one anything llke as compstent as theimo}per
to.do the Job that is dome:in millions of hemes In the world teday. But to,
suggest that the:wcmen!s'place}jn the home--the suggestion generally ccmes

<frem thoss ‘who are afraid of the wemen, and think they ought to keep out of
politics, ought to keep out of business affalrs--is a wrong, end agrave,and a
dangercus apprcach,

I thirk, in.CODhéEtion with positicns in general, they should go to the
person most competent to perform them irrespective of sex, but there are qgrtain
‘positicne in which sex makes the -person more competernt, At that polnt, then, the
gex fector ought to be weighed and given its full welght., I cen say this, I
think, Mr, Presldent, with regard to the Report 1n particular, because I have
read 1t through very carefully and persistently, particularly Chepter X its
princlplss and: its alms. I carnot find one that is not operating‘in the country
thet I am representing here,

‘W¢ have had arguments with regard to equal pay for equal work, That is
tho most‘&ﬂfdcﬁlt of the lot, I see scme of that even in my own country.

I used to, many yea?s ago, know something about the clothing world, I
¥nsw-that.at that time, thirty years ago, they paid a male coat~maker for
eightaenvhourﬂ1~to start, et cne and threepence, shall we say,an hour, end
‘the weman<coat-makor-for elghteen hours, to start, at tenpence an hour, and
they made the same coat., You~-not you, yourself, sir, but no cne around this
teble=would have known the .difference between the two at the finish, That,

" to me, 1s entirely and completely wrong., It is theWalue of the work that .is

in the commodity that.ought to be paild for to the person lrrespective.of sex.
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I think I could Justly call the attention of the Council to one
or two of the things that have been done in my countzy I believe that
we were the first to give the franchise to wcmen I do not know how many
years aéo' but the vomen have had the vote in Newlzealand for many decades.
They could not have had 1t for many centuries because we are only 106
years old o o o | |

But also -on ton of the voto. we Were the first Government or ons
of the first, to take w0men into our Legislature A year or tvo aéo, we
went & little further, because we first gave them the right to vote, and
the right to vote dn New Zealand carries with it the right to be nominated
for Parliament,. They are on the roll; that is the qualification fer the
right to enter Parliament. So thet women, when they were entered on the
roll as electors or as voters -- and I think 87 or 90 per cent of them voted
at the last electlon;. some In the right direction -- do not vote
a8 they are told by their husbands. Some of them help their husbands by
voting the same way, and some of them discount their husbands' votes by
voting in the right way 6 when thelr husbands vote the wrong way.

But we did something a year or two ago that went beyond the voting
stage. We have what we call a ILegislative Council which ls a second
chamber, membership in which 1s for seven years on the nomination of the
Prime Minister and the Prime Minister obviously represents 'the majority
in Parliament, and;appointed by the Governor-General. So that goes with
what t1® electors have said in the main.

I could not help but thirk of & place called Englend, where they have

House of Representatives or
some very competent women in their/House of Commons but none in the House
of ILorde. T thought T might suggest to our friend from Britaln that they

it ard
ghould alter the name and call/the House of Lords and "Lordesses'/lst the
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women have the same right there as they nafe in the Hoase of Commcns
Then we heve done something more. We have in New Zealand what is
called a family benefit system which means tbat‘the.mcther recelves‘.“
1rrespective of 1ncome ten shillings a Week It buys & lot more down.
'there'thén up here She receives ten shillings e week'for overy child .
until that child reaches the age of sixteen years or, if it r‘ontinules at h
school or college ~- and most mothers want their youngsters te continue‘ |

K

at school or col]ege -- 1t goes on tilleighteen year ‘
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Ir the‘nﬁle‘bf the partnership dles, we pay to the widow two pounde a
weck for herself, as & widow, and that le disorircinaticn becauss we do not rey
1t to wldowers; veo ohly pay 1%t to widows. We pay two pounds & wesk to widowo and
twenty~five ghillings a week ag & mother's allowance If there are any children,
and then ten shillinge & week for each one of thuse children. There is a benefit
to widowe only at fifty-five yesrs of age If they have been married for fifteen
yeara, with ho benefit for widowers until they becoms sixty years of mge. So
our discrimination is the other way round.

The other poirt is that, looking to education -- and the large propor-
tion of ovr teachkers ere women -- there have been a lot of arguments with regexd
to the payment of & marriage allewance‘to the mals teachers when'they marry.
That claim hae been mede on one or two occagions--and I do nct know whether 1t
hag "been selisfled -~ by * the . women- .» - teacher thet she 1s entltled to
a morriage allowanc; too. It did not matter until a yeer or two ago, uatil
troutle came durihg the war, becaure we would not allow a female teacher to go
on teaching when once ghe was merried. She autonatically went cut of the pro-
fession when she was merried. The circumstances cf the war and the shortege of
teachers brought the female tcacher who wae married back egain lato the echools,
and I thiuk they are‘likely %o continue thers,

Then one other point Tthat. I -~ was: concerned about: They mentioned
four items 1in particular, you will notice, Mr. President, on page 12. Cue,
universal adult euf?rage. That is availladle in New Zeasland. Two, equal right
to vote. That is evaillable in New Zedland., Three, equal right toc be elected.
That elso ie‘availaQIe. Then, four, equal right to hold publie office.

We had eomeJdiscriminationﬁgzginst the femsle ceox,Iin thet there was no
provision -- and I think it hee been nmade elther late laest year or early this

|
year -- for female cadete, becauge of the inference that leter they would merry
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and auntomztically go out of the service. Now we ‘heve made provieion for femsle
cadets the same as for male cadete, end I kwow of no diecrimination in New
Zealond sgalnet women,

We took & number of women into our railway service during the ver. We
had a very close inguiry mede into it se to the value of their work compared with
the men. We pald the women porters, 1f my memory is right, twenty per cent
lese then the male porters. There wee & resson, agaln, behind that. They could
not do all the work that the male porters could do. As it wee seen -~ whether
it wes right or wrong -- they could not climb on top of the rallwey cerriages
or the enginee to pour the water in. The male hed to do that, end it wae fairly
well measured up end decided that they were, 1n thet particular field, wopth
twenty per cent lees.

They aleo drove our trams and they recelved the sams rate of pay. You
call them "street cere” 1n the United Stetes, but you use two words and ome is
Just as well. DBut there is now soms objsction coming from the mem in the trams --
end I hope this will not be cabled to New Zeealand, because I would be in trouble--
but I am sorry, the obJection 1e coming because they eay they are not able to
recrﬁit as mony male trem drivers es they were able to do befors beceause of the .
womon coming in. They genadly go through the etages of conductor to tram driver
and theylhave not yet got to the stage where the women cen teke on the driving
of the tram with comoetence - the way that 1ie necessgary. They have got
Juet es mch in genaral --you have all been behind women drivers gcing beck to
New York, I am eure -; but they have Juat as much competence ag the man, &nd
they have got a better nervous reaction than some of us. Thet is causing some
difficulty, and that is one of the minor difficulties which Inevi%ably will come

along when women are allegedly Qualified for all Jjobe.
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They have done the Job that I nbntioned, our tram work, very Well indeed.
The situacioncﬁ‘hhe drlver ie occasioniug some difflculty becanse the Tramwaymsn B
" Uhion is saying +hat 18 delaying the introduction of men again into their Union
to go on to the dr¢v1ng sbage. |

_ I mention thase things Yo and con beceuse I feel that they ought to

be mentioned. There is nothing in the Report that I have read that could not and
cught not to be glven effect as soon ag it is pogeible to do 1t. I think, Bs a
rale, that wWe ought to be really happy to think things are as they a*e, because -
in one species that I read ‘about eoze ysars ago doscribed by a competent gcien=~
tist, -on a certain occasion tbe female, vhen she knows that she is to become a
mother, to ensure that utrit;ou 1s there for her child, retains the male to
engurse that the nutrition ia available out of his body. |

Well, the fama.lae‘ in the human race have not done thet yot, end I think
that in meny weys we ere fértunéﬁe'iﬁ héfingbmen and women that'éan>thiﬁk theese
things_put, but unlése.wé give full'playwand fuil understandiﬁgvto theupriﬁciple
in the eecond chaptefA;- or‘the éecond veréé; éhall wé‘aay -~ of ﬁhe'Chartéf;
then we cannot haVe the type of world that we want. And I +ﬁink there is a tre~
'mendous lot of credit due to those who drew up this Report on the Statue of
_ Women, particularly 1n their vorda in Chapter X and some of their words 1n .

Chapter XI.



E/P.V.75
36 -

MR MOROZOV (USQR) (I‘ite“pretation from Russian):’ The Commission on the
odatus of Women was cneuted by tne Economic and Social Pcuncil in ordsr to pre-
"pare reconmendations and reporte to the Economlc and Social Council on promoting
woren's righte in economic, political, civil, social, and educational fields,
with the cbdect of 1mplemenuing thie principnle that men and womén shall have
eoual rlebts. | | .

As a nepreeertat ive of the S»vict Union, I am gled to be able to repert
that 1n my ccuntry not only are these principles recognized, but they are teing
protected by law | Tne Report of the Comm1551on on the Statug of Women to the
Economic'andWSocial Council must' in'our'opinion, be‘considered ag the flrst
- stnc in the direction of implementinﬂ thess aims of fhe Commission. This Report
and ths recommendations 1t ccnoains will be> I understand,~studied by the ap-
‘nroﬂrlate Ccnmitteee of tqe Economic and Social Council Therefore, I want to
_limit Wy sneech today to certa n observations with regard to the“proposal pre-
’nsqnted to us today by tne reoresentative cf tne Unlted Kingdﬁm and eontained in
Document W/393 This document also includes the'draft resolution that the-
Unnted Fingdom rep”esentative suggested be accepted. The first impression
in reuding this document is that the delegation of the United Kingdom fedrs that
the Commission on the Status’of Women will go too far in implementing its aims.
I do not share these fears, and I cannot agree with certain provisions contained
in the document presented to us by the United Kingdom. Especially, we are un-
able to agree to the following provision in paragraph 4 of the Britieh document.
On pege 2 it 1is sald: "The poor status of women in many undeveloped reglons of
the world 1s founds»d not primarily on legal systems, but on beliefs and customs
of long standing of whate®er origin." What 1s the main idea of thls statement?
It canntt be understood solely in the following manner: that the United Kingdom

dplegation conslders tue rights of women, and specifically the political rights
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of women ,not to be -paramount, but to be‘secondary.‘vThis.is‘contrary to the
Charter of the United Natdions, so properly brought- to .our attention by the
honourable representative of New Zealand. Such an understanding would be con-
trary fo the decislions of the General Assembly with;regardztontpe political
righté of women.

In the appropriate resoclution of the General -Aesgembly.it says 1t recommends

that all Membor Stétes which have not already done so adopt measures necessary to

fulfill the pufposés and ‘aims of the-Charﬁernin ﬁﬁié»respcot, by granting to
wonen the same political rights as to men. .

My second ob%ervation 1s with regard to the idea expressed in the United
Kingdom document, which reccmmends to the Commission on the Status of Women ﬁot
to deal with specific economic rights of women. Such recommendations cannut be
accepted, and 1t seems to us that the particular part of the report of the
Commigsion on the Status of Women, which deals with the aims of this Commissilon
in the field of ecénomic rights, is perfectly correct and contains the enumera-
tion of the main problems that are to be dealt with by this Commlssion. The
fact that certain of‘theSe alms are being dealt with by speclalized agencies of
the United Nations]does not mean, and should not mean, that the economic rights
of women should not constitute one of the most important tasks of the Commission
on the Status of W&men. Therefore, we cannot agree with the point of view of
the representative of the United Kingdpm.

We cannot ag%ee with the United Kiﬁgdom delegation also on the question cf
prostitution. It 1s true that prostitution represents & wide soclal prdblem.
However, it does nét mean that the Commission on the Status of Women should not

deal witia such a pfoblem. In fact, we hope that this Commission will deal with

this question, and:if it 1s true that. corresponding measures &re belng
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considered also by the Social Commiseion of the Econoﬁic‘and;Social Couneil,
it means thet the Commission on the Status of Women will have towork in accord,
commonly, togethér with the Social Commission. But this does not mean that they
shcold overiook such en important’ problem. |

These are the remarks which the Suviet delegation wanted to bring to the
attention of the Council with regard to the British proposal. - As to the Report
and the proposals and observations that the Soviet dglegation haes to make to

these observatlions

the Revort 1tself; we will make/ when the Report is being considersd in the

appropriate committee of the Council.
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MR, P ITL ‘S (United Kingﬂo : Mr. P“esident I woula like your
Andnulgence to i terveno a sscond time, because of the remarks that hav
Just been made ‘y the Soviet repreeentative..

The.Sovie repre;en+atixe said triu the impreesion.was gained from
paragraph 4 of our paner that Wwe were trying to erevent the COmmission
from going too far in implementing its aime. I thourht T had made clear
in my statement -~ 1t certainly is made clear in this Resolution ~- that
Our purpose is Lo gecure some implementation of its aims.

The difficulty we foel about Chapter X is +hat, although 1t 1is
labelled "a programme‘of fature Vork' when ycu read it thers 1s no
nrogramme of fuTure work.

I wa=s rather dieappointed to hear from my collesague from New Zealand
that he rather gave the impreeeion that everything was lovely in the
garden, if T may use a colloquiali=w —in referring to Chapter X.

Conoerning_Chapter X,vthe pqint_of the British delegation is that
we must have a programms of work, and indeed we‘hare suggested at the end
of our document‘the foliowing words. Ve have-said: "Ths Economic and
Soclal Council having examined the report of the Statue of wOmen Commission
requests the Ccmm‘se on at the next session to take as 1ts immediate Pro-
gremme of work the examination of existimb legal and cuetomary disabilities
of women as regarde political rights and educational opportunities with a
view to framingiproposais fer aetiont"v | |

In this pregramme of work there is'no programme of work. ‘There is
no statement glving a pregramme of.action Many of the asoirations are
simply a repetition of asplrations in the Charter A certain number are

carried forward, By all means let us have those alms stated, but let us

go further and also have a programme of work,
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' The -particular séntence which the Soviet répressntetive read is as
follows:  "The poor status of women in many undeveloped reglons of the
world is founded not vrimarily on legal systems,"but on beliefs and
- customs of long standing of whatever origin." That was simply put in as‘ﬁ
a matﬁer'of fact, and T must confees it still seams to me to be a matter
of soclolegical fact. ' The emphasis of the approach of the United. Kingdom
to this prodblem is to recognize the facts and to see how we can deél with
them. That was the purnose of inserting that sentence.

. i think,

The next point that the Soviet representative raised was phat he T /
misundersto¢d what T said about economic rights. I did not say that the
Women !'s Commission would have no interest in the subject or should in its
entirety disassociate itself from it, but T did point out that other organi-
zations were very Intimately concerned. The ILO,fbr instance, has been
dealing~w1th this subject for years and has passed a large number of recom-
mendations, and &o oﬁ, dealing with women's problems.

M& purpose in putting this forward was to make sure that there is no
duplication and overlap of effort.

Thet brings me to the firal point, which was the point about prosti-
tution. There, again it is simply a question of how the work of >
~reventing drostituticn is tackled ¥ in 1ts most workmanlike manner. T
think it would be a very easy but unwise decision of the Council to say,
"Well, this concerns a number of Commissions. Let them all get on with 1t."

Inside a goverﬁmenf'service;~WOrk is allocated carefully. You do not
say that certain work can be dealt with by a number of departments, and
Just let them get on with it. One has to have regard to-economy, and one
has to have regars to concentration of effort and co-ordinétion of policy.
Accordingly, one allocates the work carefully, and one allocates a primary

resvonsiblility.
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I think thzt there is also a tendency In international gmtherings for

veople to paés resolutions and to allocate work very genefally, but I think

we have in the igterﬁétioﬁal field Just.the SQme kind of responsibility we
haveviﬁ the néti nal.fieid,‘to see fhat work 1ls correctly and adequately
allocated. Acéo"dingly, I thiﬁk tﬁeré is importance in the Council's
recﬁmmending fhat the w§rk df prostifution is properly a subJect which
concerns the whﬁ&e sociél field; and the vrimary résponsibility must rest
with the Socilal éommissioh.x;fhe Status of Women Commission will of conse,
teke an interest}in the subJect, fﬁt I think‘it is lmoortant that we should

lay down the primary resoonsibility. That was the purpcse of our raper in

referring to these particular items where there was a danger of overlap.
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MR. ARCA PARRO (Peru) Mr, Presidént, T think it is very right to suy
. that there ie *ntfineiz7igethi Report, After the comments that have been made
by bhe di*ferent reprcaentutivve, p“rticularly by Mr. Nash of New Zealand, I
ehould like tc mahe a few "emarks on the interpretation that could be given to
che paper or dorument preuented tﬁ ug by the Commisqion onﬁ?f;tus 6f‘Women.

I think *he Commls ion has attached rather great importance to the Juri-

“'_dical aepect of the questions that are dealt with 1in the terms of reference of

7kthie Comm1531on. I do not obJect to eny of them, becauee 1f we consider that the
aims of the Comm¢esicn as such ares expressed in the peragraphas under Chapter X,
really there is nothing new thaet could be admit ted, from a very generel polint of
view. I think Mr. Nash was right in roking hils stetement that practically all
the things were elready worklung or were contalned in the leglalation of hie
ccuntry.,

But my remerk ie from enolher angle., The Comumlpaion mskes this statement,
gupporting the decleration of Philadelphia on thie matter, which reads as follows:
"All humon beinge, irrespective of race, creed, or sex, have the right to pursue
both their material well-being end spiritual developmany iu ceonditions of freé~
dom and of economic sezurity and equal orportunity.”

Thie decleration was mede by the Internatlonal Labour Organizatioﬁ??and
inagé;ch 78 she Commiselon gupports 1t, 1t means thst they are expected to work
or develop tlcir progremme on thie ground, in some way implementing thle declara-
tion. I we try to emalyze this decleration, really the consti%uent parts of
this declaraliion have been left out, at least in esome aspects, by the work of
the Coumissicn 1in attachling a gresater lmportance to Just ons aspect cof thiaqwhole
problem, the Juridical aspect. Iut they heve not touched, really, the ecoégmib
agpect, Thsy have not consldered that the eltuation of wemen in & good nurber of

N
oountriee -- and I would eay in all the countries -- has a direct corrvelation

with econcmic developmente, with the economlc 1ife of such a country.
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S0, really, ?e consider that if any chenge ;s going to take plasce 1in the
statue of women, it #s &, consequential elemenf a cénéeqﬁentiél ﬁhenomennn to the
developments or chengee that have to take place within the ecovomic fisl4d. :And
thie is the sspect that the Comm1551on haa not really studied, or at loast hae
not emphasized, I tLink this ehould be not only emphaeized but over- mphasized
2o ae to reach a giv%n goal,

Starting fro@ thet point‘of viev, of‘course fhe Comﬁiseion reachéd a very
mediocére programme tﬁat could not be_copgidered as repfesenting or expressing the
aimg of a large part:of women in the world. It ls a very oonservative one, I
should think, because there 1s nothing new, nothing that could be considared as
a new concept in thi? changing world of ours nowadaye. gnge they have taken Into
account that they sh?uld have sort of “"average" aima / not to try to point out
many new questions, +ut7¥§nthey try to establish a sort of average scale, they
should have more groﬁnd onAeconomig end soclel queatiqns, because, as I sald,
those are Just conse%uential. v . ‘ -

But they att&ch great importance to them~aad,accofding to their oﬁn gtate-
ments theythh&:--becauee the Econonic and Social Council is going to recomrend
to the Gemeral Assembly that the lows of all countries ehould be codif*ed

reccmmenﬂing
to enforce’equel righ@s impertielly to all citizens, or, when neocescary,/ tuat each
country will be requested to codify all its laws, political, economic, civil '
and socisl end have @ complete equallty of rights for all woren -~ that that 1s
going to be fulfilled. That is a dream absolutely, becausenﬁnbody w;ll'take any
etep in changing 1te{legislation and giving equal rights to women,/the back-
ground of such a phe%oﬁenon hae not chasnged, if economic conditions are impoelng
a certain slavery on women, 1f there are certailn vested interests behind cheap

i the idea of

labour because women accept/working for & lower selary. That 1s not going to

work, So much for t@e comment on that gap that the Commlecion has noj flllsd.
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On the other hand, I think they have made an 1mpoxtanc cffort to gather
all this 1nformstion and to present to us what we may recognize or accept as an
average aim of this Commission. But whet surprises me 1e'that, 1n spite of this
situation, in epite of the fact that this progremme, if we gcould ccnetder 1t puch,
dses noﬁ represent anything that couid be considered as too progressive, there are
same delegations that are trying to restrict even those aima,

| 1 do not understand what is the rooning of the proposai made by the
British deiégation..bDoeS‘it meen that’we are golng to impose a sort of restric-
t1on on the work of this Commission? Doce 1t meen that the only resolution that
the Council 13 going to pass on this Report will be thie one? Or is this. Just
implementing soms other resolution which is, eo far, unknown? If that 18 so0, I
real]y have no right to ineiet on the meaning of the resolution. But if the
B“ltlsh delegation expecus to 1ntroduce this a8 the only resclution to be pacsed
by this Council, 1t is not anything that we would be willing to support. Why?
Because yhe only thing that we accept is what the Commission récommends to be done
by the Secretartat, | | -

| fhers éré a number of recommendetions from the Commissibn'to,in@leméht the

work fhat has‘to be developed by\ﬁhé Secretariat, and the only thing that the
Bffiish'ﬁroposal considefs very carefully 4s those recommendetions &s to the work
that will hase fo be dpﬁe by the Secreterist. -What is the Commiseion going to

do in the msantima? Juet sit around?
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In the first)paragraph of the resolution of the United Kingdcm, 1t says as

|
L

foliows: "The Econotmic and Soclal Council having examine@ the reporf of the
Stétus of Women Commission feQuests the Comnission at the next session to teke as
its immediafe progr%mme of work.the examingtion of existing legal and custcmary
" disabllities of womén.as reg&rdé political righte and educatiénal’opportunities

|

with a view to framing rropogale for action.
!

"
-

In’ plain lenguege that means that we consider that the Commission has done
-nothing worth‘beingjaccepted by the Counicil. We recommend that they should start
over again, that they should get ready for work, to do thie interesting research
work on "legal and @ustomary disabilities of women". Maybe we could ask some
seminar in & university to do that. Maybe that work has already been donekby
somebody else. I aﬁ sure that 1f we were to go tc the New York Public Librery
we would find more éhan one volume on that,

What 18 the use of charging our Commission with such & dry plece of legel
work? It would me&n:that all the Members of the Commission would have to be
changed by their respective Governments, that lawyers would have to be sent with
them. We are recommgnding thet they merely engage in legal research.

"Further, theiCouncil instructs the Secretary-General to‘cérry out the
rroposals in paragraphs 22 (c) and 26 (a) end (b). . ."

Now, let us sLe what it saye. Paragraph 22 (c) says: ". . . the
Secretary-General bejasked to request the Member States to reply without delay to
the questions in Part I, paragraph D. . ." That gives more work to the Secre-

teriat, but nothing for the Commission so far.
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Paragraph 26 (2) says that the Commission decided:
"o recomnend to the Economic and Social Council that the Secretary-
General be requested to urge each Membsr Government to cocmplete and trans-
mit to him by 1 June 1947 if possible, the following sections of the
Cusstionnaire on the Legal Status and Treatment of Women: Part I, Public
Law, Section A, Frenchige, and Section B, Eligibility to Hold Public
Office, and to indicate as far as possible, any changes in law or practice
. concerning these matters since the General Assembly Resolution was passed.”
That sounds useless because, as I said on a similar subject, if I were 1o &
g0 to a good library like the New York Public Library, or the Congressional
Litrary in Washington, I am sure that I would be able to provide that information
in twenty-four hours. What 1s the use of charging our Secretary-General with that
work? In the meantime, we are practically saying to the Commission, "You mey go

homs."

What 1e the idea of that? Are we trying to impose a sort of interdiction
on our Commission? If that is so, let us be plain and tell them: . "You have done
such work that makes you unworthy of remaining in such a Commission." I am not
accustomed to agreeing with this kind of a game.

Coming back to some of tne aspects of the Report to which Mr. Nash has so
clearly referred, I would like to associate myself with ‘scme of these comments
about the evolution of the legal or Juridical ideas on. the rights of women. I
would Just mention that there are a few cases in some countries where those
concepts are so different from what we may consider the traditional concepts on
that matter, and that if scme discrimination could be found, it is really on the
other gide.

Mr. Neash mentioned some. cases in which the legal statutes are more favour-

able to women than to men. Well, that might have some grounds. I would 1liké to

give an illustration. About twenty years ago, in my country, Peru, when we had
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no legislation oblﬂ%ating an employer to pay certain indemnities to an employee
iﬁféase of dismissa?, women were already provided for in that regard. Three
.méﬁthéysaiéry vas suppésed to be pald to any woman dismisééd without legal"céuée.
Tiét ﬁéé a preéedénf that was utilized later on to maké a general ruls in thie
' féépéct for anj employee. It was the samé in social security. We have & number
of provisions that in some ways really glve more benefit to women ﬁho aré
-engagedlin 1hduétr§.

That is only right. I think it is right because in spite of the clain of
" equality of the sexes, T think 1t is & biologicel question‘, according to which
wééen héf;ﬂfo‘bé grantéd more benefits, moreﬁcﬁnsidérafion; It ié'nét'mérely-the
éiﬁvdflén&bbdy orféfeiyﬁody ﬁaving women ddiﬁg‘the same kind'bfxﬁofk.. In séﬁe
wa&) biSiogj—di§iaes:the.kind of work'thét has fo be doﬁé By ohe ér tﬂe othérj

So, 1fvweRg0>fhfough the législative progfess fhét has beeﬁ made, parti-
cularly in the new countries and in certain small countries, in undevelopel

; not
countries, we will find that this program does/meen anything new to those countries

i
-~ absolutely nothing. With regard to my country, Peru, the only new issue
would be &s regerds politicel capacity, because the women of Peru have the right
to vote only in municipal elections. However, an amendment has already been
introduoed for the purrcse of giving full powers to women.

But as to the other aims, there is really nothing new. From the point of
view cf my Government, there would be no trouble at all in coming to any agree-
ment, if it were ﬁecessary. But let me insist once more that I do not think that

the aims of the Cdmmission willl be realized -- a8 I em certain that the Members

of the Commission would wish -- if they do not utilize the correct ways and means
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of doing it. If they consider that there 1s something to win, if they really. .
feel that women must conquer certain rights, they have to fight for them. It is
‘hot a matter of having those rights granted'as-grétyitous favour, No! It is not
merely-up t¢ recommendations from the General Assembly. It is a change that has
to be taken in the econcmic field.: Nothing has been suggested by the Commission
from that point of view.

That is really the only criticism that I make of the work of this
- ‘Commission.
Cn the other hand, I am willing to support the approval of any resolution
- that would-endorse the recommendations of this Commission, because we want to
give them a chance to show us.that they are able to . carry on their own work, but
not, as I said, to impose restrictions or create an impasse in.the work of the

Cémmission by -approving the proposal of the United Kingdom.
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., . MR, STINEBOWER (United Stetes): Mr. President, we do:make ‘some progress '
around this table, Vhe%her it:is.always apparent or mot., Not. very many sessions
age 1t;was customary f§r meny-speeches:on-this subject: to begin with & sort of
.apologetic. and timid eipresBiQRﬁQf:maleyintrusionuintofthis field. I have not: -
heard :any -of those today, .end I think that is an’encouraging dspect, evidence of’
the progress we are making.towayde the freedom from feer, -For my own pert, I
shauld ;pey this is & subject on which I should scarcsly dars. to be silent - at’*
this. table. : -~ - . o

1. The -interest of: the ‘United States, Mr. President; I.do nét have to emphasize
cn thig;subject,aand.thfwimpontanaewté which we traditione}ly have attached to the
promotien -of -equal righ};s-.,-amd;:pppcr;tunities ‘for women.: The women of this country,
tooiahavarsucceeded‘1nwﬁchievtnguafmery:large meagsure of the ‘objectives of -
equallity s  But we do no&~allbwrbur~satisfacti£117?t%hat progress to blind us to-
rroblems. which we still. have to-overcoms. -~Another evidence of the interest and-
the dmportance we atta(;b to this:subject is, 1f I'mey recell it, that it was'the -
United: States which proposed at the second. session of:ithe Council that the -
Sub-Commigsion on the Sﬁatus of Women be made intoc a full commission, :-That was' -
in recogn;tion-phen,:asiwe still recognize now, that there are a. great meny in-
volved- gnd. complex problems in the field of women'sirights which warrant congidér-
ation: by .a fullﬂcommiesﬁon, ‘The dinequities which preveil in legisletlon end inm *:
custom; are many. .To overveme these inequities will be a long and: arduous task,
as is cleerly stated inj'thef paper. sm nubmitted by the United-Kingdom delegatilon.::
The ways and means of eliminating them must be given careful. and prolonged study.

- :Now, . sir, as:t0;the dalance of-my remerks, I do.becoms & Iittle: apologetic "
because I had essumed, rather; from:the item on the agends:-. =00 Rhstithis wag +
to be:a;discussion not:of the:guestion of the status of women in''genersl, but' &’ ’
debate: on-the Report; Offi: the -Commissgion, and: the balance of my pemarks . are tol- T

points 1n the Report,'r?ther than to the more general subjects which hawve:occuplé’
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most of our discussion. It may be too detailed and maybe thile: should have been put

s

off for e committee, but I do propase to go ahead with these points. -

4

Ig thgﬁfirspvplace, a cr;;ig;ﬁg'hgs:been 1evigd_gtﬁpg§«?eso;uxipn.whiqh:hag‘w_

been puf before us by the United Kingdom delegation, that. it seems to whittle down. .

the work of. the Commigsion. Well, sir, if I may begin on a critical note,which ...

I ' hope not. to end on, I have, since that criticism wae levied, gone through the .

Report. I cannot find any. programme of work or any.pogitive suggestione,whether: .. :

‘headed ﬁrogramme of werk"or whether in the rest of the Report, which we could pick .

out. and. say that 1t ought tc-be:.ursued_bt~tﬁe,” fiCQmmission,‘ They. have not.
ana,. say Laat . . - D& pursued, Dy -3 o rigplon,. ihey. fhave now. -

2

glven; us, eny; further -items on which & recommendstion could be Pased. On that. . ..

much.of, the Report we may perhaps reglster a certaln smqupt of disappointment...... .

thet there is not a more positive set of recommendatiops. in the Report to, which

we could give approval.. But I am eure, thet vhat the Comlgsion wente,end vhat . ..

the Cpupcil wents the Commission tp do, is to, piok out, some positive. tasks end go

v

ahead., In pertiouler, it does seem to us that the questions of Politicel rights .

and educational opportunities for women, and of economic opportunities are such .. .

positive. tasks.

An owr view, the Commisgion has proceeded wisely .in deciding to meke & .. .;

thorough study of, gertain subjects, befors coming to sny detalled substantive . ..

recommpndations on them. . I perticularly. refer to the study, ' progremme which has . .

o

been proposed concerning politicael rights and educational opportunities.. The ... ..

preperation and circulation to Member Governments.of the first .sestion of: the. ..

questlonnalre on the legal StAtus and the treatment.of women ds.gn. lmportant first

step which the Commission has recognized .as being of great vedue for its future

work. The United States delogation is confident thet such a study by the.. . ...

Commission will give greater strength to any recommendations which 1t mey later on..

formulate, and vill expedite, rather than deley, the york of the United Nations i

this field. .
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In order to mske that effective, we trust that Governments will recognlize the
need for sending 1n early replies to the questionnaire which has been sent to them,
in orderbuo give effect to this programme. |

Then, in connection with the'Commission’s proposal that the Secretary-
General be requested to prepare a.questionnaire on the'economic rights for women,
it is my understarding that the International Labour Organization has already
prepared and circulated to its Member Governments a very detalled questionnaire
on this subject, the replies to which w1ll undoubtedly contain a great deal of
material wh*ch will te needed b& the Comnissionb We would suggest, therefore,
that this Council ask the Secretary-General to request the ILO to furnish the
information available for this questionnnire in order that ‘it may be placed before
the Commission on the Status of Women.

Now, as to thegpromotion of women's rights, the United States delegation
supporte the recommendation that the Secretariat be entrusted with the task of

serving as a clearing house for the exchange of information and publications
on the use of the franchise. This is a measure which, we feel, shonld be cf very
practical value in implementing the General Assembly Resolution on the political
rights of women.

The next point is to the regional conferences which the Ccmmission has
discussed. We note that the Commission's proposzl does not at this time call
upon the Council to convene any such regional conference. The proposal relating
to canferences In ge‘eral is, 1t seems to us, acceptable in principle; but while
we recognize the posLible value of such conferences, we do agree with the

|
suggestions of the Ctmmission that the Secretary-General should study this matter
and report back to t#e Commlssion before any action is taken, elthsr by the
Commission or by this Council.

With regard to the recommendation which calls on the General Assembly to

give conslderation to the means of securing complete adult suffrage in those
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counﬁries whéré it iérliﬁiﬁedlor”curtailed,‘particﬁlarly as £egards wemen, 1t
seems to us that it ﬁOuld be more appropriéte for fhe Commission tb examine this
problem fuwrther than they have, and_to make further suggestioné'as to the meahs
which they believe mighf ﬁe uéefulbté this end. |

Ag toytheir recommendatioﬁ reéuestiﬁg the Genéral Assembly to arrangé for
the codificatidn of national legislaﬁion giving équél rights to women, we fihd it
difficultlte understand the precise iﬁfent of the‘proposal, Codifiéation, wﬁether
on a national or 1nterﬁétioﬁal scale, ié o long-range problem and, therefore, it
seems to usAthétvthis is a Qﬁestion whichrmight well.bé referred back to the
Commiséioﬁ for fuwther study and clarifiéation Before thereis any action tsken on

»

1t here in the Council.
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The Commission has also suggested that thls Council reccmmend
to Membersﬂstates‘Eha?_phey‘ancourage the establishment within each covntry
of a co-ordinating hgencyﬂforvnon-governmental»organi;ations interssted in
the problemqsof womer.
With that prqposal’ Mr. President we do have to disagree. We bDelleve

: ‘ " take
thaet this Council'dhould.not/hction along-those Jinos, We believe that 1t

wogld violate the_basiglconqept,ofithe.free and voluntary character of
private organizations, gnd, under ccrtain.circumstances’:could even bring
into”doubt the non-governmental character of the organizations which we
mighttlatar on be askedvtqurecognize. They might, by the process of being
set ﬁp, takgloq a ngsijpublic character.
. If any existipg'agencies which represent mon-governmental orgenizations
of a glven country ﬁn this fleld do apply for consultetlve stetus, 1t will,
of course, be the task of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to
review such applicapions Just as it reviews any ctherapplications of other
types of national o%ganizations.
In that same %onnection, we de note with some regret that the records
of the Commission seem to indicate that it spent an undue amount of its time
iving consideratioﬁ to its relationships with ncon-govermmental organizations,
a task which is certainly the task of this Council and not of its individual
Commissions.
The United States delegation has noted with & great deal of satisfacticn
the recommendation Ef the Commission which concerns the co-operation with
the Inter-American bommission of Women and considers that 1t would be helpful

if arrangements weﬁe made for the exchange of information and for the presence

of an observer froq the Intcr-Americen Commission of Women at the meetings of
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the Commission cn.the Status of Women. . .

Finally we would agree wifh some .of the remarks of the delegation -
of the United Kingdom which stressed the importance of this Commission's
avoiding duplication of work with other Commissions or gpeclalized agencies.:
qutainly,;onqeuagain,:whila,these‘Cqmmissiqnsﬂare_findingrtheir feet in
their first sessions, 1t will not be unduly crifical,if,the Couneil -brings. -
to the.attentiop;pf‘thQiCommissions In some form of communication: that the. .
task of co-ordinating specilalized agencies is a function of this Council .and.
not of the Cemmissions. ..

.. There are a. few more points of detail, Mr. President, which I.shall

reserve for discussion in the Committee to which: I assume.this Report will:. .
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‘The PRESIDENT: Thank you. =
“ Before calling upon othér Membérs of the founcil who are to participate

in ‘this dfscussion, I would request the Repporteur to offer to the Council’ -
her valueble remarks.

7 MRS, URALOVA (Réppbrteﬁr)ﬁ{Intérpreta%i6nvffdﬁ'FﬁSSIéh)E‘?Mr{'PreSfdéhﬁi“
1 am’gratefil’ to-you and td all the Members of the Zecremle and Social o
Council fo¥ the very careful study you have given to:the Heport of the:
Commission on the Status of Women and for your understanding of the problems ”
which aré”préséhted to' you in the Repoért of this' Cemnfission; + @ - "

I was glven the great hotour of presentifig this Report’of’ the' Commission
on the Statis onWQmen;‘a Report” which was-unanimously addpted; with' the =
recommendhfioﬁs*to‘be'présentea;id*the'Eécnbmic”aﬁ&?sbciaiucouncilsr-v«t“ B

“ We' knew that our task would be easy in view ‘of the fact that the '
Memberé’of“bﬁr’com$iésioﬁ ars ‘all full 6f the spirit of.‘the nécessity of ' =
est&%iiéﬁinéufﬁil riéhtsifof”WOméﬁ5dhd full equality of men and wcmenm. = © ..
These 1deas are expressed in items 26, 29 and 35 'of ‘the' Réport, =

I must say tﬁat thé'prdpdbaliof:fhé*ﬁnited*Kﬁngdbh delegation is
somewhat ﬁﬁekpecfed'by-mél“.Atxfifst“glahcé'it'Sééms:to¥repféséﬁt;ak-;LH

step back/from the recommendations ‘unanimously adcptéd by the Comrigsion om ¢

the Status of Women. It ‘appears frdm this. document presented by ‘the United '
Kingdom delegation that the United Kingdom wants-to:limit the scops.of the & -
tagk within the purviéw4df‘thé”CoEﬁiéSibn'on the Status of ‘Voméntoiquestionsg
of education;priﬁaﬁiiy;* Such'a limitation would certainly ¢i¥cumsctibethe
activi%iés'of'the’qoﬁﬁiééioﬁ in thé politicsl, social-and ceonsmic fields) &
We hopé therefore that’this qusstion will be discussed thoréughly ihlthe:

appfbi}iaté‘ébmmiiﬁee“6f5the“ﬁéoh0ﬁib”énd Social Council . -
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The Commission on the Status of WOmen‘was,guidad'in*its work by :the
:terms: of ‘refersnce as expressed in the;ﬁqqision:of-the Economic and Social
Council on 21 June. 1946, The Members of the .Commission understood *the: roier:
of this Commission, and therefore all of them took part in. the elaboration: ..
of 'the recommendetions: riow: presented to you, and they were: etpecially active
in the impYl¥emsntation .of the: Resolution.of thenGeneralsAssembly.Wixhwregard,
to the'pbliticalVrights"of?WQmeh3:wh1Chtareppresantedito?yourinFitem;26?a£vf
the Report.ic = iflicois Sl v wn pl mepe gl g peetpn e

I should like to' raply :to the honoureble: representative: of Peruy: o iv

iwhe  said’ that ‘he -d1d: not seb why the questionnaire’ to. be sent out to- the
MemberfNatibnswéhbuId1bebanswbreﬂ.bycthe-ISt‘Ofwlune'1947;H'This;qﬁestion?;v:
was debated thoroughly in ‘the Commissionj,and: we came to the conclusion. . oo«
which is ‘presentsd to you now for the following reason:: we intend: to meet

in Jdneyﬁahdﬁthereférey‘in'order”to"bon%iﬁUeLbur*work'it.Masxconsideredwtkv;f
importent<to’ ask the:Secretary-General and the Eccuomic. and Socisl Council:-:
to see to 1t thét the replies td . the questionnaire should be accelerated .. .
by the Governménts so that they woéuld be. received in. time.:® -

The Confitgsion has discussed very carefully its: progremme and It v oo
tdOkftﬁé*&ediéddnfth&t‘thekCommiésioﬁfehouldwcollaborate~inaﬁeééﬁéﬂthat": e
the forces ‘of faséism should fireélly be. liquidated, that.internationglk -~
collaboration be promoted, and that the establishment:of. a-demacratic. i '
‘péace be promoted so that no new aggression would ever he.possibles:.To .. .+
achieve ‘this aim it is nsecéssdry; iu.the visw: of the Commission opu. the.: .
Stattis "of Vomén jto improve ‘the:general status. of women-inithe world.and. win.
to esteblish-equal rights and freédcme with men; -The abolishment of all:
discrimination is paramount, ‘whatever customs :and habite: have-established. .

such discrimination.
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In its workfthe,Commission on the Status of Women has elaborated
1ts 1list of aims fn the political, «civil and other. flelds which are listed
in the Report on page 12 and the following pages.

With regard‘to the economic and social rights of women, the Commission
is of the opinion that women should receivs full economic rights and full
equallty with men; and in order to prevent discrimination against women
in the sccial and:economic fields, irréspective of their nationality, race,
language or religion, women should be given egual rights with men with
regard to wages, lesbour, holidays, and other ecomcmic and social rights.

The Commission intends to take up other items in its programmes when-
ever such problems may arise and are brought‘to the attention of the
Commission. }

Tn accordance with the decision of the Econcmic and Social Council
of 21 June 1947 the Commission on the Status of Yomen found it necessary
to make an additiot to the definiticn of the functions of the Commission.
This addition deals with the problem of implementing the principle that
men and women shall have equal rights,and the working out of propcsals
to give effaect to such recommendations., The full text of the functions
in jtg final form is to b2 found on pazs 2 of the Depcrt, reading as follows:

"The fﬁnction of %le Commission shall be to prepare

recomnendationg and reporta %o the Economic and Scoial

|
{

Council on pfqmoting wousn ' s rigihe i poiitical , ecovoulc,

civil, social and saucatisnal flelds with thes objJect of

implementing the principle that men and women skall have esgual

rights, and %o work out proposals to glve sffect to such

recommendati@na. Toe Corrrigsion shall ealsc make recoumausudations
i .

to the Council on urgen. problems requiring immediate attention,



B/p.V. 15
&L4-G0

<ofones of vomen’s rights. The Cemmission maypubmitproposals

.. to the Council regarding its terms of refersnce,'.
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We have decided co(ask the Economlc‘and SOciel CounC1l to accept these
additions which are dictated by life itself. The Commission on the Status of
Wenen desires to particlpate 1n the elaboration of the International_Bill of
Rights, and, thefefore we deeire.that the gecond sessionvof odr Ccmﬁiesion be
convened at such a timehas woulid allow us to collaborate in the eg tabl sh@ent;‘
of the Internatiodal.Bill of Rights, in order to participate in the_work of‘the
Commission on Human Rights.

In ofdef‘to co—ordihafe.the work of oﬁflbommissioo wifh other crgeng  of
the United Netions and to avold any duplication of effort, we esﬁablished the
princirles of collatoraticn with such orgahs of the Unlted Nations, which are
presented to'your‘eﬁtention io'Chapters Iv, VI end X of oor Reoort

Gentlemen, the Commission on the Status of Iomen expects full symca+ny
from you and knows that they will find full understanding and bolief in the
aims and in the future of our work. In presenting the Report of our Comm1881on
to your attention, we would like to express the‘hoce taat you will approve this
Report and that you willl make sasier the task of implementing the fundamental
rights cf women, especiaily in view of the fact which I would liKe to bring to

your attention, that this Report has been ﬁnanimously accepted by the Commission
on the Status of Women. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT: Before I call upon the next speeker, I would like to say
that it is my desire to conclude the genefal discugsicon on tiis Renort tonight

and to refer it to the Committee of the full Council.
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MR. PAPANFK (Czechoslovakia): Mr, President, if you do not have any othor
speakers; I am‘wiliing to give ﬁp my righf to speak. If yéu.have others; I‘
will be very b:iéf. l‘ B o | |

Thé PRESIDENT: It depends upon the representafive of China,

‘MR. YAKG (Chiha): If my distinguishéd colleague from Czéchoslovakia wishes
to abdicate, énd‘if it will‘méke ﬁhe Council happief; I will be glad to waive
ny right, too.. | M | | | |

MR. van KLEFFENS (Netherlands): DMr. President; may I asscciate ﬁysolf
with.ﬁhe two previous speakers?‘ | |

The PRESIDENT; I de notvéonsider this as a discourte§y‘to‘th¢ Report on

' . o I ‘going to
the Status of Women, but rathier as a cermpliment that they wore onlyrepeat all
the good thinge that have ﬁeen said abcut the Reporﬁ. |
I should like now to announce the work for tcmorrcw. AL ten a.m. the

Drafting Sub~Committee of the Social Committee of the Full Council will meet to
conaglder the Iraft Resolutions of the Soclal Committee. That Drafting
Sub-Committee consists of the representatives of the following countries:
France, Lebanon, United Kingdom, United States and .the USSR,

At 11 a,m, the Council will sit iIn Plenary Session and continue the
conglderation of the items on the agenda of today's session which have not
been disposed of; that is to say, the Report of the Populatlion Commissicn and then
the Report of the Statistical Commiscion, and then later the two Assembly
Resolutions put on today's agenda.

There will not be a Plenary Session of the Council in the afterncon, but
- the Social Committee of the Full Council will eit at 2:45 tcmorrow afternmoon to
conslder the Report of the Human Rights Commlssion and the Resolution on Gerocide.
At 2:45 again the Committee on the Econcmic Reconstruction of Burope--the Full

Conmittee-~will meet to conslder the Drafting Committee's Report, That Committee,
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the Committee on the Economic Reconstruction of Europe, is ccmposed of the
representatives of Chile, Chlna, Czechoslcvekia, France, Lebanon, the Netherlands,
United Kingdom, United States and the USSR.
The Council will now adjourn and meet at 11:00 tcmorrow.

(The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.)





