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The PRESILENT: The Council i.s in session. 

I 

The Council will now resume the discuAsion cf the Report on the Status 

of Women. 
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REPORT OF 90MMISSION ON STATUS OF HOMEN 

1-~. SANTA CRUZ (Chile)(Interpretation from S:ranish): Mr. President, I 

represent a co1,;1r,try in which social life is, to a great extent, based upon the 

woman, and thiEI particularly among the p~ :,t-~le where the wo:nan is the support of the 

home, fighting aeainst conditions of life which are due very much to the i;mprovi-

Cence of man. 

I represent a small country, but my country has given to Latin America the 

first women ed1.wators, the first women tee.c.hers, the first "\':omen who were employes 

of coiDmerce and. industry.; and my country was also the first to :make laws for the 

protection of -vmrk in which women enga.ged. 

MY country has little over five million irillabitants, but it surp~ised the 

world by producing a writer who received the Nobel Prize for Literature--and this 

writer was not a man but a woman. I a:so represent a GoverrJnent the President of 

which has for his motto the equality between men and women on all planes: social, 

political, economic, cultLrral, and legal. 

I declare here that Chile is in full sympe.thy with the effort of the 

United Nations to comply with the principles of the Charter; that is to say, that 

there sh(1uld be no distinction of sex. \>le are not going to deal now in detail 

with the Report of the CoiDmissicn. There may be some defects in the Report, 

practical defects as to the manner in which the aim which is intended to be 

attained sh':.luld. be attained. But I think that it should be suf;ficient to justify 

the work of this Commission. It would be sufficient to read Chapter X in which 

the :rroeran:me is explained.. The basic principle of the worke-r the Commission, 

I declare here that Chile is in full agreement with. 

I conclud.e by repeating here the sentence which is the motto of the President 

of the Chilean Repunlic now and that is that we want complete equality between 

men and women in the political, sociel, economic, cultural and legal fields. 



MR .. KIRPALANI (Ind.ia): Mr. Presid.cat, may. I at tlw outs~t beg your p~r-: 

mission to be assoqia.ted with the observations you made in sponsoring the debate 

on this Report. I should like to compliment the Commiss+on on the very excellent 

Re~ort the2' have p~aced before us. 

Sir, I would ask the Council to recognize the fund~ntal fact that wcmen, 

0r shall I say .:''females", form half the human population of the world, and our 

democratic ideo~f and democratic practice demand that, even on the purely 

mundane ground of numerical strength, they be permitted to play a part in solving 

the problems that face the h1.l1!19.n race, £· :d that part must be a fv.ll half role. 

·vromen are not going to be satisfied with less. 

Hiotorically speakin::.;, sir, there has been a matriarchal age when women 

ruled with the rod. Then that aee was succeeded by the patriarchal age, which 

still J;:orsists, and I nubmit that the tire has come when we have arrived at a new 

age and a nev understanding, where mem and women play an equal part in sol·ring the 

problems that face the human race, so that we may be all the richer for it. 

In the patriarchal ag~ we have treated women either as pets or dogs, or at 

other times we have raised them to the status of godesses or even autocrats. We 

in India hs.ve knovn v!!flt great autocratE~' women can be, end in our own homes, not 
what 

juet jprestige, but what authority and power they wield- -and how! 

But, sir, we must admit to ourselv8s that by and larce--and I will say for 

the. large part--we have endeavored to confine woman to the domestic sphere. Now, 

whether there ha~been the sanction of custom or law behind it, or whether we have 
' 

evolved a kind of ~hilosoph;y that supports such customary or legal presumptions, 

I do not knm.;. But I do know for a fact thc;.t man 1 s effort has been hitherto to 

confine woman, by and large, to the domestic sphere. 

Women now want to play a full part in the p0litical field, in the economic 
in 

field, the educatiopal field, the social field, and inde6~Jevery sphere of h1uean 

activity, and we c~nnot now reconcile ourselves, or reconcile women, to allotting 
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them only a partial role. They insist -on playing a fu,ll role, and. if· w'e .do not 

allot them that full role:, .we stand in .i3llger of :makin,g th,em suffragettes, not 

only polit::I:cal.ly 1 but in all fields, and that is a predicament I cannot contemplate 

with eg_uanimity. 
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?ir, speaking in a more serious vein, we have got to the stage of givlng 

sympathy to the demands that women have made on us. We have acknow-

ledged the justice of their case, but we have done precious little to implement 

such acknowledgment. The very fact that this Council, at the Second Session, 
a 

j. 

decided to accord the status of/full con:mission to '\>That was then a Sub-Colllillission 

on the Status of Women, a sub-commission of the Commission on Human Rights, is 

proof of admission on our part that there was a full-sized job to be done. 

I eee in the paper circulated by our friends from the United Kingdom that 

the view is taken that many rec0mmendations made in this Commission are such as 

had best be dealt with by other commissions. I do not want to go into any great 

detail, sir, but I shall take one subject, and I shall seek the forgiveness of 

the Council for .brir.gir..g up that subject, the subject of prostitution. It has 

been suggested. that this is a subject that had best be dealt with by the Social 

Cmrmission. Sir, in all earnestness I ask us men: 
I 

We have had the c<.mtrol or • 
the ordering of the solution of this problem fer many, many years, and what have 

we done about it? If women are not eoing to be :IJermitted in their own Corrm.ission 

to decide how they may protect, save and safeguard not only the honour, but the 

physiques and bodies of what are going to be the future mothers of mankind --

well then, I fail to understand what else there is that is more important for 

the women's Commission to understand and study and try to solve. 

Finally, sir, I shall end with a plea to women. I have looked at the 

membership on the Commission on the Status of Women, and I do sugcest that it 

is in line with thei;r desire to play an equal part, an equal role with men in 

trying to solve the problems of humanity, that on that 'very Commiscion there 

should be some men. I suggest that tr .. e work of the Commission on the Status of 

Women will be all thE;J 'better done, will be all the more balanced. We shall get 

a proper perspective on it if men and women sit on that Co~mission and play 
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t: etr )Urt tc23et'1er. By the aame reasoning, sir, I know that we have women on 

trie- Sc.:<cial Commission; "\ole have women on the. Human Right? ComrJ.ission; but I 

pleo.d. t~1at we give t:1em· a greater representation on t~10se C;:Jrrilllisslons. 



.~ ; . . 
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:MR. PRILLIPS (United 'Kingdom) : Mr. President, ·1 asked to speak 

earlier in t:li~ discu~siO:n, My deiegation has submitted a paper, E/353, 

' and I want particularly to draw the councE's attention to this paper. At 

the same time, I ~-very happy to speak after the distinguished repressntatives 

of Chile· and InC.i~~, becat1se they have said in general, a good deal of what 

I wanted to say about the importance· of this subjGct • 
. --. . . <f • • 

I caunot agree with all that the representative-of India said, and 

I will revert a bit lat~ in my remarks to some of the p~ints which he made. 

This is a subject to which my Government attaches gr"at importance. In my 

country,we have been fortunat0 enough broadly to achieve the goals which 

have been set c;>ut in this R:;port. That has been through a process which 

has not been free from difficulty, It is because we attach so much . . 
importance to this subJect--and we are aware of the difficulties of this 

subject--that we have submitted this paper which you have before you, 

which makes our !suggestions. The purpose of this pape:r' is to suggest for 

the Council's consideration what, in our opinion,is the best practical 

approach to the problem of providing ,over the world as a whole, ·an equal 

status for women. 

·In considering which is the most practical approach to this, wo can 

none of us ignore that the problems which are facing this Commission have 

been with the world for a very lor:.g time and are very deeply rooted. EVen 

'in cou~t:des whet'e bortditions were favourable to the full development of 
. . .. . 

woments rights, women have won them only recently and with difficulty. 

It is clear that the advice which is given to us by the Commission,and 

the resolutions which we pass .here on the basis of that. advice, will be 

most effective to the extent to which it takes full account of these 

difficulties. 
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We consider_. therefore, that an extremely important task of the Commission 

is t.o exandne the causes of discrimination against women in different parts 

of the world:. We think it should spotlight the customs and the practic;:es 

_which are_ at the roots of this discrimination. In this way, it will focus 

the attention of world_ opinion, of•e.ll governments,and above all, of the 

men and worr.en of tho countries themselves, to the processes of change which 

are necessary to bring these practices into line with the ideals of the 

Charter and the aspirations which the Commission_ has at heart. 

In. the vie\v of my G-:>verr..ment, emphasis must be placed on education 

and publicity as a means of bringing these changes about. If we do not 

make the fullest use of these two means, we shall not have crAated the 

condi tiona under 1vhich legislation will be fully effective. By ~11 means, 

let us have legisl9.tion, but do not let us think that this is the whole of 

the oto~y. 

In th3 light of this app:rcaoh, which is the approach my Government 

adopts to th~.s .r:roblem, I wo'lld like to turn to certain sections of the Report. 

Frankly, my Government els some anxiety about Chapter X which is 
Future 

labeled, "P:rograrr.me of /Work"!) but which in fact confines itself to statj_ng 

principles and a.ims. It is ~15arly important that we should have a statement 

of principles and aims, but this must be supplemented by an actual prograreme 

of work clearly defined. The resolution at the end of the paper whic.h we 

have submitted seto out our view for such an imm::diate programme of work. 

As regards the orgenization of the Corrmission's work, it will be noted 

from our :paJ?er that w·e have set out in paragraph:!? and 8, three matters, 
. :w·i th-

some o.s:pecta of which are not/in t.b.e competence of other cra:ans of the Council 

or of specialized agencies. I would not wish there to be any misunderstanding 

about this. We are not suge<esting that. these subjects ln their entirety 

should be w:lthdrawn from the r:urv:ie.wof the Commission. We do, however, 
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suggest that· the Coruniseion should conc;mtra'te. on t]:J.os~. as:peota which may 

involv.e ·discrimination on groundm of sex, whether in :the. :poli tic13-l,. economic 

or soc:t.:al· fields. It iaright for the Commission to: consider :py wha:t 

means women can attain the same franchise ri.ghts as men, whatever those: 

rights ·are at any pa.rticular time and in any :part:tcull:l.!' c.ountry. But it 

is surely wrong for· the Commission on. the Status . .of ).:omen to consider :by 
I 

what ·means m€m a:nd. vto1nen ~alike can attain certain .:political rights, such as: 

adult suffrage in countries where those rights are not yet established. 

We do sugseat also that the Commission should take the fullest account 

of what is being done.by other organs of the United Nations, such as the 

Social Commission and other agencies, such as the ILO, in matters which 

affect women:. 

The social and economic questions indicated in Chapter X ·.of the R3port 

may embrace a wide variety of· questions ,and we wish to e~phs '>ize the need 
the 

for avoiding duplication of effort @ld securing /clcsest c 0l::.abo:::-ation on 

questions of coqcern to more than one organ or age0cy. 

The representative of India mentioned the eT::uJ~le of :p :)fJt:i.'tution~ 

Curiously <mough, that was prec4.sely the example which I int,:mcted to give 

the Council to indicate the other point of view. A few days ago, we heard 

another representative of India, wL:n the Social Co:r-..Jlllissicn's R'3:port was 

being discuseed, drawing attention to the importance of this question, 

as a matter to be dealt with by the Social Commission. The view that 

rny Government takes is that the problem of prostitution is a social question 

affecting society as a whole and not only a question affecting women. It 

affects society as a whole. It is a question that must be considered in 

the broadest possible social context. It is a matter which falls within 

the arr.bi t of the' ~ocial Commission. It is a matter ot. which the Social 
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Commission has already started work. It clearly would be unworkmanlike 

if we had two .corn.miesions consic.eriLJ precisely the same subject. 

I do not want, Mr. President, in any of the remarks I have made, 
' ' ~ , 

to imply in any way that my Government feels that the Commission on the 

Status of llomen. has· not ps:rformed extremely us0ful work in the task that 1 t 

lre.car:ci~d out so far. My Government suggests an alternative approach. 

In doing so,_we are entirely behind the aspirations which animate the 

Members of the Commission. We support them fully in their objectives. 
:, · .. : i 

In :particular, I would like to take this occasion of saying that 

we welcome the work of the_ distinguished lady who is Chairman of the 

Corunission, who has kept botib befcre the Assembly and before the Council 

the importl3.nce of this field of work. I hope very much,. Mr. President, 

t.ll.at the Council will be able to adept the sue:gestions made by my 
·. . ,··· . ' 

Goverr..m_ent. for focusing .tho work of this Commies ion en tl1e 'bs~t practical 

approach and laying down _an actual programme of vox·k. 

We sit here as representetives of Goverr>JJt:n":r", :>:;< ~:.-:::. L1 -::.ur duty 

t9 bring to bear on all the advisory repc :2ts P'-'.t : ,,_:"':-~ .. <- ':.:; c\Jr advisory 

coi!'l.missions, the best practical suggestic~FJ lve Cfl:: L::i c" ····" to''-l(~gestions 
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.MR. NASH (New .Zealand): Mr. President, this, I think, is one of 

the .most tmporta.nt··subjects that we have yet touched on in the Council. 

Its importance has been realized by.f'our references in the Charter. 
I 

First, the opening words of the Charter, as quoted in the Report 

on the Status of \-[omen, refer, in the second paragraph to "the eg_ua.l 

rights· of" men and women and nations large and small" . That is, the 

United Nations affirm their faith in the fun'damental human rights and 

equal rights. 

Then again, we find a reference in Article 13 "for the initie.tion 

of studie.s and the making of recommendations for the purpose of promoting 

fundamental freedom for all without distinction as to ra.ce, sex, language 

or religion". 

Then again, in Article 55, wh1ch authorizes the setting up of 

this Council, it i,a again affirmed that the United Nations "shaJ.l promote 

universal respect ror and observance of human rights and fundamental 

freedom for all without distinction as to race and sex, language or 

religion.'' 
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Then, in the setting up of the t~1steeship system, i~ is ~gain referred 

to 1n Article 76, which says: "The basic objectives . of the. truste~ship_ system 
.: ., 

•• , shall be ••• to encourage respect for human rights and ftmdament~ freedoms 

for all" --again-- 11-wi thout distinction as to race, sox, l~:~n[,'l.~ge, or religion." 
' ' . . . 

so, ·I assume from . thB setting u-r of this Council i,j_ :-h"-' Charter, . 

Mr. President, that we are committ8d to what is in this Repvr"L in Chapter X. 

I cannot read a word in_it, as I read _it, 
J • • • I 

that suggests_other than.equal rights 
' • •• ,• • l •• 

for men and women, conmrltting each one of the nations that signed .the Charter. 

If there were some discussions as to the rights. of wom~n as s.uc;b., it is 
. . . . ~ . ' ' .. . ' . . . 

often talked of at the present time about the amazing contrioution .:that. women 

made in connec·',ion with the result that was achieved in 1944 and 1945 in the 

defeat of the enemies to freedom. I kllow in our little co~~try, ~d I ~Qw 

in the United Kingdom ,that there was r:o part of the coLJmunHy wb ".ch rendered a 

greater sen icc towards doing what had. to be dcne than tha. >Wr.:Len of the 

old country--or the United Kin{;dom--end the wcmen of lkw '?.;;e.:'.'2txvL 

Then, there ia some cc:r;-.ment--and I say this by way of an ar::i.d.e--jn the 

United Kingdom resolution, relative to o·verla:pping. Th2.t ls quite I>OA::Jible, 

but I would suggest that,instead of holding up anything that is :C"eG·,l.(!Lended 

in th:is Report, the Commission on the Status 

of Homen should arrange as f:>OOll as possible 1-1i l,h representatives of the ILO, 

the Social Commission, and the Human Rights CoiLmission to set together to 

aYoid the oyerlapping, provided there was no conflict .. -and I do not see any 

reason fer conflict--with the objectives and recommendations set out in the 

paper that W!3 are considerinG for the n~:::..::mt .. 

Having said that on the general objoctive, I would like to point out 

one or two thoughts that come to my r:dnd in tr.is connection. If the situation 

is not 1-ratched and watched early ar:.d carefully dealt with, the wc::nan o"f the 
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vb,i te race will be '.taking cpmelete charge of educ~t~_on... . The poai tion is . 

·becoming euch in many of ~h~ European and Briti,sh co~tries that the teac,hiP,g 
. . :; - \ ~ : . '~ 

:;~qction is beccm~ng oveni:t~elmingly women. If they will seize that opport:uni ty, 

th:eyneHd not worry much about their status, because they can then probaqly 

b"ll~t. into . the minds of .. the. young what the young ought to tLink about women. 
.. . _,; ... ... ' 

Bu~ I think that wquld be a. real danger to the world and would require acme 

w4tching. However, they are running to the position.in most of the countries 

wh.~re tLe w~men ar~ the only people left to do the teaching. 

Then, there is another danger, and I really think, whilst this :might 
think . 

a~pear to be cynical or perhaps with a tinge of 4umour, it is not either, 

a~·,far as I run concerned • There is a danger of the women not beccming sub~ 

se:JfVier"t to the men but the men worshipping them so much, and the women h£l,ving 
to 

so.little/du, that they will forget what they are in the world for, and that 

is .. )).ot thir.king vf the status of women in the h:!shest and best sonse. I have 

set?P.a tremer.do~.;.s lot of it. I have seen it tremendously also in the other 

dinJcticn, where the mother has done all the Jy,b right through the years. of 

marriage~ with r~gard to the youngsters and with regard to everything els~. 

I have se~en that in the industrial circumstances of Britaln, ar..d of my own 

cot:ptry. I think there is an even graver menace in the other direction that 
have 

I ~ talking about, because when we /thought it out, we will have removed the 

' 

injustices that mothers and.~omen have suffered throughout the ages. We_will 
\ -) 

remove them. I Sir! satisfic..d of that. But that other danger is real, and I 

w.ould like sume people who are in charge of the Ccmmission to watch that and 

say that ought net Ito happen .. 
that 

\'i -l:,h rogard t~o.) ecp~a;L rights to work, we have been affirrnine /as we have 

about full employment. :passeS- through the 1procgaii~_ss of the ~ouncil, and talke.d 
ir: the main 

vla have always &~ant ·that ikll!'> wo;w.en as well as for men. The w<ttman · 
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is not s.ubj€1ct, as som~·pe_ople think she is, to look;af.ter_the home. _She.does 

'that as e.msgo.ificent work, because in the main there is no cne a:nyth:Lng like as 

competer1t aa the mother to do the job; that is why, not because her place i!3 

theh~e, but because there is no one anything like as competent as the mother 

to-do the. jc)b that is done.:inmillions of hcmes in the world tcdfl.y._ But_to, 
is 

suggest that the wcmen's -place/in the home--the suggestion generally comes 

- from those >rho are afraid of the wcmen, and think they_ ought to keep out of_ 

politics, ought to keep out of busir.ess affairs--is a wrong,a.r.d agrave,~r;.d a 

dangerous approach. 

I thir.k, in CO!Ipect;t.on with positions in general, they_~ould go to t~e 

person mvst competent to perform them irre\3pective of sex,. but there are certain . ' ·.·· 

· positicns in vhich sex makes the -person more compet~r~t. At that point, then, thE 

sex factqr ought to be weighed an<J. given its full weight. I can say this, I 

think, Mr. President,, with regard to the Report in_particular, b-ecause I hf!.v.e 

r6ad it through very carefully and perf3istently, particularly Chapter X} te 

principles ;•md its aims. I cannot find one that is not operating in th~ country 

that I av• ·representing here. 

Wb r"ave had arg::m.ents with regard to_ equal pay for equal work. That is 

th(.) most difficult of the l:ot. I see some of that even in my own country. 

I uslj:l to, many years ago, know something about th~ clothing world, I 

·~hefv-- 1:1t that time, thirty years ago, they paid a :a:ale coat~maker for 

eigh'Wen...ho'.ln 1 _ to start, at cne and tli,reepence, shall we say ,an hour, and 

the woman ~oat-makur--for eighteen hours, to start, at tenpence an hour, and. 

they mado tho:; same coat. You--not you, yourself, sir, but no one around this 

-table-wo1lid nave kno-wn the -difference between the two at the finish, That, 

· to me, is entirely and completely. wrong. It is the value of the work that .is 

in the com:n;odi ty that. ought to be pe:id for to the. -person ,irres~ecti ve. of sex. 
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I think I cduld justly call the attention of the Council to one 

or two of the things that have been done ln my country. I believe that 

we were the first itO give the franchise to wcrr:.en. I do not know how many 

years ago, but the women have had the vot~ in New Zealand for many decades. 

They could not ha~e had it for many centuries, because we are only lo6 

years old, 
, •,· .,..1•. 
But also, on. top of the voto, we ware the first Government, or ona 

of the first, to take women into ~ur Legislature. A year or two aeo, we 

went a little further, b~cauae we first gaTe them the right to vote, and 

the right to vote in New Zealand carries with it the right to be nominated 

for Parliament. They are on the roll; that is the g_ualification ft-r the 

right to enter Parliament. So that women, when they were entered on the 

roll as electors or as voters -- and I think 87 or 90 per cent of them voted 

at the last election; some in the right direction -- do not vote 

as they are told by their husbands. Some of them help their husbands by 

voting the same way, and some of them discount their husbands' votes by 

voting in the right way, when their husbands vote the wrong way. 

But we did something a year or two ago that went beyond the voting 

stage. 1-Te have what we call a Legislati vtt Council which is a second 

chamber, membership in which is for seven years on the nomination of the 

'?rime MinistQr, and the Prime Minister obviously represents the majority 

in Parliament, and appointed by the Governor-General. So that goes with 

what th:> electors have said in the main. 

I could not help but thir~ of a place called England, where they have 
House of Representatives or 

some very competent women in their/Hous~ of Commons but none in the House 

of Lords. I thought I might suggest to our friend from Britain that they 
it aLd 

sh..~uld alt"Br the name and call/the House of Lords and "Lo1"desses "/let the 
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women have the same right there as they have in the House of CommonH. 
·' ,,;.· 

Then, we have done something more. We have in New Zealand what is 
.,•. 

called a family benefit systE~m, which means that the mother receives, 

irrespectiYe of income, ten shillings a week, It buys a lot more down 

there th~n up here. She receives ten shillings a week for every child 

until that child re~ches the age of sixteen years or, if it contin:.les at 

school or c:ollege -- an<l most mothers want their younssters to continue 
. ~ ' 

at school c>r collef3e -- it goes on till eighteen years. 

.. ~ '. 
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If the zmle ·!of the partnership dies 1 we pay to tl:te widow two pounds a 

week for here-elf 1 as a wido-v;, and that is disori:rrination becauee l.7e do not pay 

it to widowers; 't·re o;nly pay it to widows. We pay two pounds a week to widowo and 

twenty;.five ehillings a week as e. mother's allowance if there are any childrt=~n, 

and then ten ehillir.gs a week fot" each one of thuee children. There ia a. benefit 

to widows only at fifty-five .tears of age if they have been married for fifteen 

years, with no benefit for widowers until they beooma- sixty years of aga. So 

oui' dis~rimination is the other wa;r round., 

The other point is that, looking to education -- and the large propor• 

tion of our teacl:ers ere women -- there have been a lot of argu:rocnta with regard 

to the payment of a marriage allowance to the male teachers when· they rm:rry. 

That claim. hae been 1matle on one or tlro occas~one--and I do not k!)ow whether it 

has 'been sc;tic::?l0~ ... by th~ wo:rron· . , · teacher that she is er.,titled to 
. ! 

a marriae;e allowance too. It did not m~ter Utltil a year or two ago, until 

trouble came during the ~>ar 1 becauee we would not allow a ferrale teacher to go 

on teaching "'hen once ehe '\-las me:r·ried. She autonaticall.y went cut of the pro-

feseion vhen she ~-aa married. The circumstances of the 'Nar and the shortage of 

teachers brought the fel!l8J.e tc:~cher who wae married back again into the echoola, 

and I thit;k they are likely to continue there, 

Then one other poi.nt ·:.;hat . I wes , concerned about: They mentioned 

f'our i tams in particular 1 you will notice, :Ml:'. President, on page 12. c·oe, 

universal adult euffra.ge. That is available in Ne..;-r Zealat:td.. Two, equal right 
I 

to vote. That is available in New Zealland. Three, equal right to be elected. 

That also ie availa~le. Then, four, equal right to hold public office. 
1

1 t:l:!.ere 
We had som diecrimination/a.ga inet the felll5Je sex1 1n that ~here was no 

provieion -- and I think it haa been ~A~e either late last year or early this 

year .... for female qadets 1 becauE>e of the inference that later they would r:e.rry 
I 
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and automatically go out of the eervice. Now we have made :provis-ion f'or female 

cadets the same as for male cadets, and I kuo\-7 of no diecrimination in New 

Zr.:alcmd against 'ramen. 

We :took a number of women into our railway service during the ':ar. We 

had a very close inquiry made ir.to it a.e to the vallle of th611r work compared ·with 

the men. We paid the W'OI!l.en portera, if' my momory ia right, twent.y per cent 

lees than the male porters, There was a reason, again, behind that. They could 

not do all the work that the rrele porters could do. As it wae seen -- whether 

it was right or w-rong -- they could not climb on top of the railway carriages 

or the enginee.t to pour the wter in. The rr..ale had to do that, end it wae fairly 

well measured up and decided that they were, in that particular field, w~th 

twenty per cent lees. 

They also drove our trams and they received the eama rata of pay. You 

call the:n "street cars" in the United States, but you usa two words and one is 

just ae well. But there is now some objection coming from the mea in the trams 

end I hope this will not be cabled to New Zealand, because I would be in trouble--

but I am sorry, the objection ie coming because they eay they are not able to 

recl~uit ae D'lDny male tram drivers as they 'tvere able to do before because of the 

wom3n coining in. They gsns:·ciq go through the stages of conductor to tram driver 

and they have not yet got to the stage ·where the women can take on the driving 

of the t:::-am wi·~h com.?Ctcnce . the way that ie neceseary. They have got 

juet as much in general --you have all been behind women drivers gcing back to 

Now York, I a.m sure -- but they have juat as much competence as the man, and 

they have got a better nervous reaction than eome of us. That is causing soma 

difficulty, a~d that is one of the minor difficulties which inevitably will come 

alone when women are allegedly qualified for all jobs. 
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They have dote the job that I mentioned, our tram work, very 'toT911 indeed. 

The situa-tion of the driver 1e occae<ioniug some difficulty because the Tramway:rnen's 
i 

Un.ion is saying that i~ delaying the introduction of men again into their union 

to go on to the d,ri ving a ·eage • 

I mention these things pro and con because I feel that they ought to 

be mentioned. Thera is nothing in the Report that I have read that could not and 

ought not to be given effect ae soon ae it is possible to do it. I think, as a 

n:a.le, that we ought to be really happy to think things are as they are, because 

in one species .that :I read about eome ysare ago d&Scribed by a eompet~nt &eien­

t1st,. on a. certain occ.aeion the femle 1 when she krJOWB that she is to become a 

mother, to ensure that nutrjtion is there for her child, retai~a the male to 

ensure that the nutr'
1
1t1or. is available out of hie body. 

. . ! 

Wel~, the females in the human race have not done that yet, and I think 

tnat in .many -ways we are fortunate ·in having men and women that can think theee 

thinge put, but unlese _we give full play and full understanding to the principle 

in the eecond eh~ptelr ·- or the second verse, shall '11"9 say ·- of the Charter, 

then we cannot_ }f~ve ;the type of world that we went. And I think there ie a tre­

mendous lot.of ered.it. due to those who drev up this Report on the Statue of 

Women, particularly in their worda in Chapter X and some of their words in 

Chapter Xlo 
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l-1R. MOROZOV (USSR) (Interpretation from Russian}:-; The Co!liDJ.lssion on the 

Status of Women was c:ceated by the Economic and Social Council in order to pre­

pare recc.~enda.tions ar;a.. reports to the Econoffiic and. Social Council on promotiv-e 

w:)n~en 1 s rights in economic, political, civil, social, and educational fields, 

w.ith the e:bject of implementing the pri'ndpie that men and wo:rr.ten' shall have 

eo.w:.tl rigb ts. 

' . 
As a represer.tative of the Suviet Union, I am glad to be able .to report 

: .. ~ ' . ' 
that in my country not only are these princiilles recognized, but they are 'teing 

protected: by law. The Bt;ilport of the Co.mrn.ission on the Status of Women to the 

Economic and S::Jcial c~_,uncil must, ::i~ our ·o.9inion, be· considered as the first 

step in the direction of implementing t;1ese aims of the Commission. This R<2lport 

and tho recon:mendations it contains will be, I underst-and; studied by the ap-· 

- ' 
r;r::Jrriate ccr:.:mi ttees of the Economic and· Social Council. Therefore, I want to 

'. ~ .. -
'' 

limit rny speech today to certain observations with regard to the ·pr8posal j,Jre.: 

sr1nted ta us today by the representative of the United. Kingdom arid eontained in 

Document E/3?3. This document also inclu.d.eo the draft resoJ.uti6n that the 

United Kingdom representative'suggested be accepted. The first· impression 

in reading this document is that the de leg~ tion of the united Kir..gdom ·fears that 

tho corr.missi.on on the Status. of women will go too far in implementing its a:;;.ms. 

I d.o not share these fears, and I cannot agree with certain provisions contained 

in the d::JC1).llont presented to us by the United Kingdom. Especially, we are un-

a'tlle to agree to tne following provision in paragraph 4 of the British document. 

0:1 page 2 it is said: 11The poor status of women in many undeveloped regions of 

tte world is found3d not primarily on legal systems, but on beliefs and customs 

of lone stand.ing of whate'fer origin." What is the main idea of this statement'l 

It canr..ct be understood solely in the following n:anner: that the United Kir.gdcm 

d.eplegation considers t;.1e rigl¥.s of women, and specific.ally the political rights 
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of wcrnen ,not to be ·pa1-~amount, but to be secondary. This is contrary to the 

Ci.1arter of the United Nations, so _proper-ly brought to our attention by the 

honourable representative of New Zealand. Such an understanding w~,uld be con-

trary to the decisions of the General Assembly with, regard to t):le po:U tical 

rig!1ts of w:)men. 

· In the appropriate resol~tion of the General Assembly.it says it recommends 

that all Mambor States which have not already done so adopt measures necessary to 
i ' .. ·. . . 

fulfill the purposes and aims of the Charter in this respect, by.granting to 

women the same political riGhts as to men. .. 
My second ab$ervation is with regard to the idea expressed in the United 

I 

Kingdom doctunent, which recommends to the Commission on the Status of Women not 

to deal with specific economic rights of women. Such recommendations cann::.-t be 

accepted, and it seems to us that the particular part of the report of the 

Commission on the Status of Women, which deals with the aims of th:ts Commission 
I 

in the field of economic rights, is perfectly correct and contains the enum<7ra-

tion of the main problems that are to be dealt with by this Commission. The 

fact that cer·tain of these aims are being dealt with by specialized agencies of 

the United Nations'does not mean, and should not mean, that the economic rights 
! 

of women should not constitute one of the most important tasks of the Commission 

ori the Status of W<Dmen. Therefore, we cannot agree w:ith the point of view of 

the representative of the United Kingdom. 

We cannot agree with the United Kingdom delegation also on the question cf 

prostitution. It is true that prostitution represen~s a wide social problem. 

~cwever, it does not mean that the Commission on the Status of Women should not 

deal with such a pi'oblem. In fact, we hope that this Commission will deal with 

this question, and if it is true that. corresponding measures are being 
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considered also by the Social Commission of the Economic and Social Coun~.il, 

it means that the Commission on the Status of Women. will have towor~ in accord, 

c onll1l'Jcly, together with the Social Commission. But this does p.ot mean that they 

shco.ld overlook such an important problem. 

These are the rema.:r·ks which the Soviet delesation wante.d to bring to the 

attention of the Council with regard to the British proposaL · 1c\s to the Report 

and the oroocisals· and observations that the Soviet delegation has to make to 
·· · these observations 

tlie ·Re::poi·t itself, we will make/ when the Report 1s being considered in the 

appropriate committee of the Co,mciL 
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MR. PB;IT,Lf"'S __ (Uni ~ed K1ng0.orc) : Mr. Preei.dent, I would. like your 

indulgence to i tervene a sAcond. time, becaus~ of the remarks that have 

Just b~en.made ty the Soviet repres~ntative. 

The Sovie, repr~sentative said that the impression was gained from 

paragraph 4 of ur pa]er that we were trying to p11 event the commission 

I 
from going too far in im:plement:l.ng its aims. I thousl:lt I had made clear 

in my statemen:t; it certainly is ~de clear in this Resolution -- that 
! 

our purpose is to secure s.ome implementation of its aims. 

The difficulty we_feel about Chapter X is that, althouch it is 

label1ed,. "a pro~ramme of future work' , when you read it the:::e is no 
I , 

I 

)rogramme of furure work. 

I wa'1 ratter disappointed to hear -from rny colleague from New zealand 

! 

that he rather iave the impression that everything was lovely in the 

garden, if I mar use a colloquia:.:':"\, in referring to Chapter X. 

Concern:tns Chapter X, the potnt of the British delegaMon is that 

we must have a programme of work, and indeed -vre have suggested at the end 
. I . 

of our document the following words. We have said: "The Economic and 

Social Council having examined the report of the Status of vlomen commission 

requests the COI)liD.:l.ssion at the next session to take as its immediate pro-

g:r·amme of work the exam:i.nation of existir.g legal and customary disabilities 

of women as regards political rights and educational opportunities with a 

vi€w to framing: proposals for: a,ction." 

In this p:boeramme of wo:::k there is no programme of work. There is 
. ·I 

no statement,giving a programme of action. Many of the aspirations are 

simply a repetition of aspirations.in the Charter. A certain number are 

carried forward~ ~Y all means let us have those aims stated, but let us· 
;, 

go further and also hav.e a _programme of work. 



The ·particular Mntence vrhich the Soviet represemte.t11Te read is as 

fo11ows:' "The 'poor ·status of women-in many undeveloped regions of the 

world is found.ed not primarily on legal systems,· but on beliefs and 

customs of long standing. of whatever cirigin~tt That was simply put in as 

a. matter of fa~t, and I must confess it still seoms to me to be a matter 

of socioiogical fact. The emphasis of the approach of the United Kingdom 

to th:ts proolem is to recognize the facts and to see how we can deal with 

them. That was the puroose of inserting that sentence1 
think, 

The next point that the Soviet representative raised was that he,;I / 

misundersto~d what I said about economic rights. I did not say that the 

Women •s Commission lrould have no interest in the subject or should in its 

entirety di.sassociate itself from it, but I did point out that oth6r organi-

zations were very intimately concerned. The ILO, for instance, has been 

dealing with this subject for years and htt,a passed a large number of recom-

mendations, and ao on, dealing with women's problems. 

My '!)Urpose in putting this fo:rward was to make sure that there is no 

duplication and overlap of effort. 

That brings me to the fir'l.l point, which was the point about prosti-

tution. There, again, it is simply a question of how the work of 

_-revent.1.ng prcstit'.lticn :l.s tacklefl J in its most vrorkma.nlike manner. I 
' 

think it would be a very easy but unwise decision of the Council to say, 

"Well, this concerns a number of Co.rtmissions. Let them all get on with it." 

Inside a government service;· work is allocated carefully. You do not 

say that certain work can be dealt with by a number of departments, and 

just let them get on with it. One has to have regard to-economy, and one 

has to have regar~ to concentrati.on of effort and co-ordination of policy. 

Accordingly, one allocates the work carefully, and one allocates a primary 

res'l)onsibili ty. 
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I think thtt there is also a tenden~y in international gt:rl.herings for 

')eople to pass r sol~tions and to allocate work very gener.ally, but r think 

v;e have in the i/1ternational field just the same kind of responsibility we 

have in the nati nal field, to see that work is correctly and adequately 

allocated. Acco·dingly, I think ~here is importance in the council's 

reco~ending that the work of prostitution is properly a subject which 
I 

concerns the who~e social field, and the primary responsibility must rest 

with the Social Commission. The Status of VJomen Commission will, of course, 

ta.ke an interest '1 in the subject, but I think it is im']ortant that we should 

lay Cl.own the primary res9onsib1lity, That was the purpose of our paper in 

referring to these particular items where there was a danger of overlap. 
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~JR. ARCA P.ABRO (Peru): Hr. President 1 I think it is v.ery right to et:.Y 
.' value 

that there is intrinsic/to this noport. ffter the comments that have been made 

by the different repro::cntc.tivee, lX3rticularly by Mr. Naah of New ZeaJ.and, I 

ehoul~ like tc make a few ~emorks on the interpretation that c0uld be given to 
the . 

:the pai'er. or document presented to us by the Comrd.s9ion on,{ tatus of Women. 

.··;.·, I think the Commiseion has a'ttached l'ather great importance to the juri-

d.ical aepect of the questions i:.hat a:a:-e dealt with in the terms of reference of 

.. thic Commission. I do not object to eny of them, because !f we consider that the 

aiw.s of the Comrr..iesio!l as such are expressed in the paragraphs u:1der Chapter X, 

really there is nothl!lg ne-vr that could be admitted, from a very genore.l point of 

view. I think Mr. Hash vias right in I"..aking his statement ti<at p:ractically all 

the things we:;.~o e.lready "trorklt,.g or ~~~ere contained in the leg:tsl.a·t:ton of his 

But rcy remerk ie: from enother angle. The Co:mnis~ion makae th1.s statement, 

e uppo:rt!ng the decla:ration of Ph.ilaC:telpr .... ia on this matter, which reads as follows: 

"All humon beinge, irrespective of ra~e, creed, or sex, have the right to pursue 

both their :rr.ater:'..al well-being and sp~.ri'tual development it, ccnditions of fre~ 
;•t' 

dom and of economic se~ur:Lty and. equal o::;:portun:tty ." 

This declaration >.as made by the International Labour O::ga.nization;· and 
. ae 

infl~friUJh / "f;he Co:mmise ion supports it, 1 t means that they are expected to work 

or devel·J? tl 1';ir prograll1JJ1e on thie ground, in some way implementing this declara-
.. 

tion. If w~J t:.~y to analyze t~is declaration, really the vonsti+.uent :parts of 

this decll:ai;ion have been left out, at least in some aepecta, by the work of 

the Commission in a·~tach1ng a great.er importan~e to just or.~a aspect of thi~ .. 'Wh.ole 
~~~t x-.­

problom, the jur1C!.ical aspect.. Eut they hc:.ve not touched, really, the ecotfomio 

aspect. They have not cor.sidered that the situation of womn in a good number of 
.,. 

countries and I would eay in all the countries has a direct cor~elation 

with economic developments, with the econondc life of such a country. 
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So, really, 'fe consider that 1f any change is going to take place in the 

status of women, it~~ a, consequential element, a consequential phenomenon to the 
I • 

developments or .. chon~~e that ha.· ve to_ take place within t~e economic. fiold. And 

thie is the a.spect tllB.t the Commission has not really studied, or at loast hoe 

not emphasized. I think: this. should be not only emphasized but over-erril)hasized 
I 

so ae to reach a givrn goal. 

Starting fro{n that point of view, of course the Connniseion reached a very 
i 

mediocre progt•amme that cou:Ld ~.ot be considered as representing or expressing the 
II " . :. • . 

aimS of a large part1ofwcmen in the world. _It is a very conser'lative one, I 

should think, bacauet there. is nothlog new, nothing that could be coooidered aa 

a new concept in thif ehangipg world_ of ours nowadays. Maybe they have taken into 
1 and· 

account that they ehfuld ha.ve eqrt of "average" aims / not to try to point out 
,l even 

many new questions, Tut/i~ they try to establish a sort of average scale, they 

should have more grotnd on. ec-onomic. and social questions, because 1 aa I said, 
I ' 

those are just oonse1uential. 

But they att~ch great importance to them· ft'<!d, according to their own state-

mentf) theythink .;,_because the Economic t;lnd Social Council is going to reco:mnand 
I ' 

to the Ge14erel Assarol>ly 1{j~t the la·~·i3 of all co-unt:!'iee should be codified, 
I · · · reco.rranen,iing 

to entorceequal righ~a impartially to all citizens, or, -when neoeesa-::y,j 'thr;Jt each 

eountrywill be requested to eodify all ite laws, political, economic, civil 
' . . . 

and S8ci~l and have a complete equality of rights for all woi:Jen - .. that t!:at is 

going to be fulfilled. That is a dream absolutely, becausem •body will tal;:e any 
1f 

etep in changing 1tc legislation and giving equal rights to wome-:J.,/the ba.ck-
1 

ground of such a phenomenon hae not chaneed, if economic conditione are impoeing 

a certain slavery on1 women, if there are certain vested interests behind cheap 
, the idea of 

labour because womenl accept/working for a lower salary. That is not going to 

work. So much for ~e comment on that gap that the Commieoion has no~ f:!.ll9d. 
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On the other hand, I think they have made an imp'Ol'tan·ii effort to gather 

all. this information e.nd to preeerrt to us what we '11JB:3' recognize or accept as an 

averace aim of this Colllilliaeion. But what surprises ma is 'that, in spite of this 

situation, :in epite of the fact that this programme, if we ,pould cons11er it such, 

does not represent anything that could be considered as too progressive; there are 

some delegations that ere trying to restrict even those aims. 

I do not unde~s-tand what :is the r::D.::ming of the proposal :ma.de by the 

British delegation. Does it mean that we are going to 1nrpoee a sort of res'tric­

tion' on the wo~·k o.f this Conmdasion~· Does ft mean that the Gnly resolution that 

the Council io going to pees on this Report will be this onef Or is this .. jl.<st 

implementing some other resolution which is, eo far·, unknownt If that· is eo, I 

really have no right to ineiet on the meaning of the resolution. B'J.t if the 

·' 
British deleae.tion expects to introduce. this as the only resolution to be passed 

by this Council, it is not anything tr.ll:lt we would ;be willing to support. Why'Z 

Because the only thing that we accept is what the·Collllilission recommends to be done 

by the Secretariat. 

There are a number of recommendet16na from the Cormnission ·to .implerr..ent the 

work that has to be developed by the Secretariat; and the only thing that the 

British proposal considers very carefully is thoae recomro.enC!ations ae. :to the work 

that will have to be done by the Secretar lat. What ie the Commission going to· 

do in the meantime? Ju~t sit around? 
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In the firstlparagra:ph of the resolution of the tJnited Kingdom, it says as 

follows: "The Econ1Jmic and Social Council having examined the report of the 

Statu.s of Women Commission requests the Co:m;.niss:lon at the next session to take as 

its immediate programme of work the examination of existing legal and custcmary 

disabilities of wom®n as regards political rights and educational opportunities 
i 

with a view to framing :propoeals for action .•. n 

I 

In•plainlen~age that means that we consider that the Commission has done 

nothing worth .being accepted by the Council. We recommend that they should start 

over again, that they should get ready for work, to do this interesting research 

work on "leg~l and eustomary disabilities of women". Maybe we could ask some 

seminar in a univer~ity to do that. Maybe that work has already been done by 

somebody else. I a~ sure that if we were to go to the New York Public Library 
! 
I 

we would find mo1e ~an one volume on that. 

What is the use of charging our Commission with such a dry piece of legal 

work? It would mean that all the Members of the Commission would have to be 

changed by their respective Governments, that lawyers would have to be sent with 

them. We are reco!llirlending that they merely engage in legal research. 
I 

"Further, the\ Council instructs the Secretary-General to carry out the 

proposals in paragraphs 22 (c) and 26 (a) and (b) ••. " 

Now, let us s~e what it says. Paragraph 22 (c) says: 
I 

II the 

i 
Secretary-General be~asked to request the Member States to reply without delay to 

the questions in Par I, paragraph D. . " That gives more work to the Secre~ 

tariat, but nothing or the Commission so far. 
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Paragra;h 26 (a) says that the Commission decided: 

nTo recom~end to the Eco~omic and Social Council that the Secretary­
General be requested to urge each Member Government to complete and trans­
mit to him by 1 June 191t7 if possible, the following sections of the 
(uestionnaire on the Legal Stat11s and Treatment of Women: Part I, ?ullic 
Law, Section A, FranchiBe, and Section E, Eligibility to Hold Public 
Office, and to indicate as far as possible, any changes in law or practice 
concerning these matters since the General Assembly Resolution was paseed.n 

That sounds useless because, as I said on a similar subject, if I were to ~ 

go to a good library like the New York Public Library, or the Congressional 

Library ln Washington, I am sure that I would be able to provide that information 

in twenty-four hours. What is the use of charging our Secretary_::-Genel:'al with that 

work? In the meantime, we.are practically saying to the Commission, nYou may go 

home." What is the idea of that? Are we trying to impose a sort of interdiction 

on our Commission? If that is eo, let us be plain and tell them:. "Yo·.t have done 

such work that makes you unworthy of remaining in such a Commission." I am not 

accustomed .to agreeing with this kind of a game. 

Coming back to some of ttle aspects of the Report to which Mr. Nash has so 

clearly referrea, I would like tci associate myself with some of these comments 

about the evolution of the legal or juridical ideas on the righ~of women. I 

would just mention that there are a few cases in some countries where those 

concepts are so different from what ve may consider the traditional concepts on 

that matter, and that if some discrimination could be found, it is really on the 

other sid.e. 

Mr. Nash mentioned same cases in which the legal ·statutes are more favour-

able to woman than to men. Well, that might have some grounds. I would like to 

give an illustration. About twenty years ago, in my country, Peru, when we had 
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no legislation oblilgating an employer to pay certain indemnities to an employee 

. ' 
in case of dismissal, women were already provided for in that regard. Tl'..ree 

mcnthci' salary was supposed to be paid to ar~y woman dismissed without legal cause. 

' 
Tbat vras a precedent that was utilized later on to make a general rule in this 

respect for any employee. It was the same in social security. We have a n1xmber 

Of r·rovisions that in some ways really give more benefit to women who are 

\ 

·engaged in industry. 

That is only right. I think it is right because in spite of the claim ~f 

equality of the sexes, I think it is a biological question, according to wr:ich 

women have to oe granted more benefits, more consideration. It is not merely the 

aim of anybody or everybody having women doing the same kin~ of work. In some 

"' 
w~y, biolvgy-divides the kind of work that has to be done by ohe or the other. 

So, if we go through the legislative progress that has been made, parti-

cularly in the new countries and in certain small countries, in undevelope1 

not 
countries,we will find that this program does/mean anything new to those countries 

-- absolutely nothing. With regard to my country, Peru, the only new issue 

would be as resards political capacity, because the women of Peru have the right 

to vote only in municipal elections. However, an amendment has already been 

introduced for the purpose of giving full powers to women. 

But as to the other aims, there is really nothing ~ew. From the point of 

view cf my Government, there would be no trouble at all in coming to any agree-

ID£nt, if it were necessary. But let me insist once more that I do not think that 

the aims of the Con:rrdssion will be realized -- as I am certain that the Members 

of the Coremissionlwould wish if they do not utilize the correct ways and means 
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of doing it. If they consider that there is something to win, if tl1ey really 

feel that women must conquer certa'.n rights, they have to fight for, them. It is 

- ~att}itous ·not a matter' of having those rights granted· as e: _ J favour'" Not It is not 

merely-up tc recommendations from the General Assembly. It is a change that has 

to be taken in the economic field. Nothing has been suggested by the Commission 

from that point of view. 

That is really the only criticism that I make of the work of this 

Commission. 

On the other hand, I am willing to support the approval of any resolution 

that would-'ertdorse the-recommendations of this Commiss~on, because we want to 

give them a·chahce to show us ,that they are able to carry on their own work, but 

not, as I said, to impose restrictions or create an impasse in the wqrk of the 

Ccmmission·by approving the proposal of the United Kingdom. 
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1 •• MR .• STIN.EBOWER_ (l;Jnited State-a): Mr. Presi.dent, we do. make ·some progress··· 
i 

around this tab~, whe~.her it: Js·.·always apparent '€>r not. Not, very mBliy sessions 

ago ~.t:}f~B., CUS,tomary f¢r 1IJ8.Ily ppeeches' on this S.Ub'jeatc•to begin with a eart of 

.a;pf?lo_e;etiq. an~ timid eipreaei~n,qf, Illale, intrusion into this field. I have: not-· 

hea.;~::~ ,.of those today; ,and. I<t:q1nk. that is an' Emeoure.ging' aspect, · evidelicfe r:lt:: 

the ~og1:ess we ~E!! mak~g,;to.w@.fds the freedom from fear·~ .For my ·crwn pert, I . ' ···.' .... 

this.-t.~ble. . · ... ' ··;. 

\ ,The ,interest of t~e ;JJnited States, Mr.- President, I·,do not ha'V'e to emphaeize 

on tl11:~; s~bject, and t~- ;tanport.~ee · to which we tra:di:tiona:Uy<have attached to· the 
I 

promot:i,gn -of eq1,1t:U righ~s Md,;:opport.unities for women.: The WGmen of. this country, 

too·, ·~ve ,succeeded. 'in ra.chiev:tng a ·.v.ery lar3e meastire of the i'()bjectivee of ,, · 
I with 

equ~l.ity •'· . I}ut :we do no~ allow :ow· aatisfact·ion / that 'J?::rogrese to blind ·us to .; 

pro'Ql.eme< which we .still: have ·to> overcome •. ·Another -evidencie of the· intere-st ·.:and: 

I 
th~. dln.,POr,~~ce we att&ah .. teD". t},lis·::subject is,. if I ·may reo~ ··tt, that :1 twas 'the: · 

Uni;i:?ed S:tates which :proposed at the second session of :the- -council that the '·' •· 

Sub-Colillllission on the Status of Women be made into a full conmission. That:w~s· 

in recogp.,ttion then, :as! we s~ill -recognize now,· that there: are a gi-eat-:-lllaliy in­

volved· ~d~ CQin:ple:x; problems .in thE:> field of 'WOmen's :;,:'is.'l.:tts which warrant consider·-

custQlt!.l !U'e. many. · . To . ov:ernome ·. the.se inequitie'B will-be· a· long and; arduous· task~-

as is ,clearly stated inH;he· paper sm a.ubmitted by the United-Kingdci:m delegation.· 

The yaY.~ f?Uld, means of eliminating them must be given ear'eful- and prolonged study.· 

.'.·Now,·. sir,_ as·. tp,~th~- :baJ.ance:,of ·:io,y relnarks, I-'do :bec0li:J5. a: -l!tttle' ap0logetli.c:' 

because I )fad. fiSB~d,, :r.:~.tll~r:;::from·.the .item ·on the agenda'i .!!;:: :'. ltb.a,v:·this· was· 

to b~;~;_d~squs~ion:not.of the:·question·of the: status of women in'genei-IU, but~ a~ 

deba~e;_on•tJ:le::Re:po:rt:: ofi tl1J,e· -~ommiseion, ·and the balance of ·m;r·reina:rks·are· to~ 

points in the Report, rather than to the more general subjects which have' oecU:p~:~~ 
I 



most of.?~ discussio~... It may be. t~;>p c,ietailed arj.d_,_P~S:;rbe thi~· ~ll;o.uld have been put 

off :t:~r .e,. c9mm~t~ee, but I do prop9~e .. to go ahead :witJl. 'l;;l!ese pqints. 
' ·.,. ,. • • . • . , .•.• ,, ·. 1. ,., '.. '! ",j·.· .!,!,: 

'':j 

I~ the. first place 1 a criti,e;is,:Df has. been lev:tec,l. ~t~,~:tl~ .resolut.ion w~ich. ha:s , ... 

been p~t :befor_~ ?S by the VlJ.i :ted: J~~dp;m. del~gation~ t~at ~ t seems. to whittle dqwp, :' 

the wpfk pf. ,tAe CoJ!liDi;Bsion. Wpll:1r sir, :If I ~Y be~~n, ":~}l. critical nqte 1 whicll :·"::r• 

I hop~ np:t. to e:pd .on,._, I ha.ve, .. 15i~c;_e ~t .cri t+cie~. ~s ;te'V'ied~. g~me tbr~~ t~e . 

Report,;.. I ~-~ot fi;~ any .. pro~~· of: work or ~ :P<?~i~~ve J3\l~gest.ione 1 whether; ·~.:·,.; 

headed 'Programme of work"or whether in the rest of the Report, which we could pick 
•• ,, ..• f'., 

out~ .. ~~~ that .. it ought to~ b~ :purs'Ue9.:. b~ -~he · : Colllt)l,i:f!~ion,.,. 'J:hey he,.v~,.no~ .. 

giv:t?.n; v.a, SJ;Jy:!urther 1te.ll1S on :which. a recO.lTJllendation. co.~si. be. base9,. On that .. , 
·. ... . ..... '·' . . ' . . . •. . •'. . ' ' ... ' . ' . . . : ... : . .:. ··. •.: ,1 . . .' :. . ' J•' .. 1,/' : '· • " •' ... ~- :; : :~ ';. 

much ... of.,:the .Report we I!J8Y perha:pfJ .regi~:ter a certain ~qllll.t of .di~a:Ppo~tment. , ..... 
': ~- I "" ', '' ,. • •• • • • • ' • ,. L • , o •• , • ' • • , ' ' •: 1 , , _\, , •• •' ' ., , , , • , ,. " ' , , ' • 

that there ;1s not a mor~ pos1ti ve.,a~t of rf;lcommenda,t:t.o~e iA the. Report to, wh~_ch, 
•, ' ' • ' I ' • ' ' ' ; \ • •' ·,' ' ' ..:_, ., ' ' • •• :· ' • ' ' 0 • • ' , '.' •• !-.~ ·.,. :. .. :· 0 I '• f •' , ' .-, I 

, .. ; 
'•. 

we co4<1- gi v.~. ~~;Proval •... BU:\ I ~:sure: the.t "!h~t tbe GoiJ'lllJi.,~sio~: wants ,and.: wh:a.~, ... : .. • .. < .. 

the qp~qf~_wants the .po~s~~op.._ ~P ~o,_, is to .. p;i,cf ou~1• 6?~· P;O:~,itive_. tasks,~- ~o,. ·~ 1 

ahead, ..... In _partio.ular, it: does aee:tn to .us that the que.stion.s pf' :p.qli t;icE!.l. r.igb..t,~ 
· .. ,, ; '... . . • ,_. . . . ·'' .. ,.,. ; . ,-.-1 '·. •· . . '. ~ .· .. · _:,• ; ··- ,.' ,J • ' . . ,; - ·, ' ' ' • : ' •-,: _;:. .: 

and educat:!,oJlal opportUIJities. for wpzw:;n, and of ecqno:m,:l,c 9l1POri;;uni~iee are. such: 
. . .- .... ' . ·-·· -.: . ,, 

posi t~.v~ t~sfe. 

-~ our view,_ the Commis.~;t,orl h~s ~9ceede~ .wis:ely, :~ decid.i~g. to. ~e a, .! ;_ 

thqra1lgb. .~t).l.dy of. Q.erta:t.n su.'b.Jects 1: .before com.iBg to, .anY; dete,i.led, subatanti v~, 
> ' ' ' ' ~ • ' ' ' • • • I '' •' • • ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' \, • ' '• '' 'I ·', ' ' ) ' ' 

reco~nd~:1Jions on t:t.~m. . _I PEU:;.ti.cul~lY: r~f_er.: ,.to the. _stu~;r1 , '; .·_J?rqgx;,~ whicli; Jltt.a . :< ~· 

been proposed concerning political rights and educo.tio.naJ,., _ppportuni ties.. Tb.e, 
~ '~·' -. '. . . ·.' ·. . ... ~" . ' ' ' '. " '. . ·. : . . . . •'· 

preparation .and circu.U;tion -tp ~I!fbe_~; Gov:ernmen.ta of. th~. first :.sect,io,n o:f the . 
.. ,. -· '' •. . . ' .. .. • '• . • " ~ . ... . . ... ' • ' . . .. . l • . ••• ' . . . . ' . .. '" . 

ques~.ionnaire on t.he l~e~l ·:at.atu.s .. and the treatm':'nt. of :1-(,0lD.ElP. J,s ~ .importan.t :fi;rst i 
• • • ·- - • • • • • ' '4 • •• -- • • • '. • •• • • • . •• ; ....... ; .t. ~- ._.,, . . . .I . -~· .• . . .· ' • ~ " 

step .~ich the Gqmmissi.on ha,~ ~Ei'-aogni~ed, .as. being o:( gr,.~at, YP.J..u.E'l !Ol':. it.a .futur-e 
·" . . , ,,.,. •. . '•-·' ~-' • • ..• ', . • . • • · ' . .·.I. • ' · ·• ·~· 1 ' ')o •. '-· • • ..- ·'· ', I, · ' • •, • '· "1 ' 

work. .The United ,States de+egation· 1is co!!f.ident that su~P.: .a.,stu.dy. by .the.: 
... . ., . .. . . . . ... ..· . "... " . ..•.. ·. t .....•. ·' ·' . .. . 

Commie.aion will give gre.a_te:r etr~ :to an:r recozcmeP,dat.~pns. .. wh.ic}l J.:t 1Df:J.Y lE!.ter .. ~ .. , . .' "'' . ' ... .. ,.. '. . . ·- .. . ..... , . .. ..... ·' '.·).. .. ··-· . ' ' . '•'' 

formulate, azl:d will expe.d:ite., :!;'ather, than ·de.J,.a.y,,.,tl},e .~ork c:>f tl;le U:nited Nati.o;ne, .+t., .. 
• . . "' • , ' ~ " • . ·- • ' .• ·~ .... .<. • ' . ' ... ·-' .• •·• .• • • - ., .. / ..•• · .••• 

this tield. 
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In order to IllBke that effective, we trust that Governments will recognize the 

need for sending in early replies to the questionnaire which has been sent to them, 

in order to give effect to this programme. 

Then, in connection with the Commission's proposal that the Secretary-

Gcne:::-al be requesteJ. to prepare a questionnaire on the economic rights for women, 

it is my understandi:tig that the International Labour Organization has already 

prepared and circula~ed to its Member Governments a very detailed questionnaire 

on this subject, the replies to which will undoubtedly contain a great deal of 

material which will be nee~ed by the Commission. We would suggest, therefore, 

that this Council asf the Secretary-General to request the ILO to furnish the 

information available for this questionnaire in order that it may be placed before 

the Commission on the Status of vJon:..en. 
i 

Now, as to the promotion of women's rights, the United States delegation 

suppo~ the recommendation that the Secretariat be entrusted with the task of 

serving as a clearing house for the exchanGe of information and publications 

on the use of the franchise. This is a measure which, we feel, should beef very 

practical value in implementing the General Assembly Resolution on the political 

rights of women. 

The ne}..'"t point is to the regional conferences which the Commission has 

discussed. We note ~hat the Commission's proposal does not at this time call 

upon the Council to convene any such regional conference. 'I'he proposal relating 

to c~nferences in geferal is, it seems to us, acceptable in principle; but while 

we recognize the pos~ible value of such conferences, we do agree with the 
i 

suggestions of the Cpmmission that the Secretary-General should study this matter 

and report back to t~e Commission before any action is taken, either by the 
I 

Commission or by this Council. 

With regard to the recommendation which calls on the General Assembly to 

give consideration to the means of securing complete adult suffrage in those 
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countries where it is limited or curtailed, particularly as regards women, it 

seems to us that it would be more appropriate for the Commission to examine this 

problem further than they have, and to make further suggestions as to the means 

which they believe might be useful to this end. 

As to their recommendation requesting the General Assembly to arrange for 

the codification of national legislation giving equal rights to women, we find it 

difficult t~ understand the precise intent of the proposal, Codification, whether 

on a national or international scale, is a long-range problem and, therefore, it 

seems to us that ~his is a question which might well be referred back to the 

Commission for further study and clarification before thereis any action taken on 
.. 

it here in the Council. 
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The Cornmi.ssion has also suggested that this Council reccrcrnei.Ld 

to Members _states that they encourage .the establishment within each cot'ntry . i' ' . . ' . 

of a co-ordinating :,agency .t'or non-gove:rnmental organizations interested in 

the problems _of women. 

With that pr'1posal, Mr .• Presi0.ent, we .do havA to d-isagree. We believe 
take 

that this Council s!hould npt/ac"j:;ion along those linos. We believe that it 

would violate the. basic concept of the free and voluntary character of 

private organizations, and, under .certain circumstances, . could even bring 

into doubt the non-governmental character of the organizations which we 

mtght lat!;!r on be asked tq .. recognize. They might, by the process of being 

set up, take Oil; a. q'llasi-public character. 

If any existipg-agencies which represent non-governmental organizations 

of a given country in this field do apply for consultative status, it will, 

of course, be the task of the corr.mittee on Non-Governmental Organizations to 

review such apDlications just as it reviews any otherapplications of other 

types of national organizations. 

In that same pcnnection, we do note with some regret that the records 

of the Commission s~em to indicate that it spent an undue amount of its time 

giving consideration to its relationships with non-governmental organizations, 

a task which is certainly the task of this C0uncil and not of its indi.vldual 

commissions. 

The United states delegation has noted with a g~eat deal of satisfaction 

the recommendation bf the Commission which concerns the co-operation with 

the Inter-American bommission of Homen and conside:'s that it would be helpful 

if arra,ngements we~e made for the exchange of information and for the presence 

of an observer fro~ the Intcr~American Commission of women at the meetings of 
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the Commission on. the status of Homen .. 

Finally, we .would agr~E! with some .of the ren:arks of· the delegation 

of. t.he .U!li ted Kingdom, .which; stre8sed the importance of this C.ormniss:ton' s 

avoiding duplication of work with other Commissions or ,s-pec1alize4. agencies .. 

Certa.t:Q.ly, on.ce again, :while these Commissions are finding .their feet ;!.n . . . . 

their first. Sf?Ss.ions, i:t ,.will .not be unduly c:ritica;L 1f ~he .cou:;1cil brings.·.· 

to the attention of .the Commissions in .some .form of communication that the 
' . ' . . . ' ' . ' . . ... - ". 

task .of: co~orQ.inating s)ecialized a~nc1es is a functio;n. of th~s CoWlci.l and. 

not of the Commis.sions· . 

. There are a.fe:w. more points of detail, Mr. Pre{:lident, .w:P.i,ch .Jshall 

resorve for discussion in the Committee .t.o.which·I assume th.ts Report will · 
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Before calling upon other Members of the C:ouncil who are' to participate 

in 'this discussion,. :t w:ould reauest the Rapporteur',. to offer to the CounbtJ> ·. "> 

. ! : ..... ,, .1 .. :. 

··· ·?,ms:"~w.AiovA (Rappbrtetir)'·(Interpretation f'roril :Russ:fan)! '·Mr. Presi'dent:,· 

] a.tn:· srat~fhl' to" yOu ~nid t6 all the Members of the .86cricmle~ and·Social 

Cour{bil for the :.rei'y careful study you have gi~en ·to' the·' !fiep.ort ·of the 

Commission on the Statue of Women and for your understanding of the· pro"blenis :­

which are pr~s~nted to' joU:' in the Report of this' coinrifission~· '· .· 

I~~· given the great honoiir of presenting thfs .Report' of' the: Coln.miseion 

on the stat\ls of lv~m~n-•a Report·whi~h was· unanimously· i=Hfop·t~a, with' the 

recommendatio~a· to be presented.:.io the Edonomic arid; S6cfai· Council.· '" 

. We:: knew that our task woUld be easy in View of ·the fact that 'the· 

Members of o~ Cozr$:ission are 'ail full 6f the . i;lpiri t= of·. 'the: neCessity of 

esta-biishing ':full rights' for wom€m: and full equal:l. ty of men arid' women· •. 

These ideas 'are ex.!fres'eed in items 2b, -29 and 35 'of. 'the Report/ 

I must say t~t the proposal o:f the United kingdbm delegaticn is 

somewhat urie,Xpectecl b~ ina~- . .At .first' glance it seems to re:Preeerft· a• 
ward . " 

step back/from the 1recon:.mendation~ unanimously adopted b'y' 'the c'omztissiori on:· i' 

the Status of Women. It 'appears frd!n tl:i~s ·document presented 'by the United:;; 

Kingdom delegation that the United Kingdom wants· to •litiit· the eicope .. :of the .. 

task within the purview of the Commission on the· Status of'"'Hometl''to .question~:~ 

of education 'prim,ily.·; such!S. i:I.~itation 'woUld certainiy circhtrnec:i?fbe·:the. 

activities of the qommissioti :in th~ :Political, soClal-and'economic fields; 

We hope th~refore t:hll't'th±~ qtiesihon'will be d.iscussed :tb:or6ughlyin .. the · 
I . 
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The Commission on the Status of Women was guided· in its work" by" :the 

·:terms o:f' ·reference as expressed i.n .the. decision :o:f. the Econoniic and Social 
··, ,' ,·-, . . 

Council O.n 21 June.l946 •. The. Members of the Commission understood ·the rble1;,· 

of this Commission, and therefore all of them took part .in the .elabiOra'ti.on. . 

of tihE:f recoo.menda:tiohs;.tiow; presen't.ed' to y-ou,. and they· were: especially: active 

in the .1mplementat1bn .o:r the· Res·olution .. of the. General Assembly wi.th- regard : 

I should like tb ~~:ply •·t'o; .the honourable:· represt;1ntative. of ·Per.u~~ :c; 

Membe:r·' Nat1ons- :t:llroulti b,e;. answered. by the. l.st of ,.,tune 19!~7 •. · This .JJ:uestion· :: 

was debated· thcr.ougihly· "in the Cbmmission,.and~- we came to the conciusi'On , ·' ' 

which is :pr-esEmtaa· to .you now for the follow.ing .reason:: we .intend to meet 

• 
1 n June ,. .. e,hd: thetref ore';· in order· to ·continue:. tmr ·work it was .. cons 1 de red: · ' 

to see to it thfit .the replies td the qu~eti'onnaire' shoul:d pe ac.celerated. 

by the Governmehta 'so that.they 'w'6i.Ud' be. re:ceiv.ed··in.tinte·.;··· 

The Commission has discussed~very c'are'full:y :Lts, pl"''gratrlne and. i"t :; · ·· 

took the d:eoist6n that the. Commiaeiori should collaborate in :ae~;in.g ,that· 

the 'forces of'. f'Eiacfsm should fir'1lilly.he liquidated,.· that .international··· 

coll:a~bciration be :promoted, and that the establiahment:·of. a. democratic.::.'· 

p'e~ce be :promoted so that rio new ag~ression: wou1d ever b_<:> :poesiblEl ~ ': T.o .. 

Statue· of t'oirlen ;to improve the, general statue.·of .womel?.;"jjnJth~.>w(Jr::..Q. ~:o,Q., . ·; ·~ 

to establ:ish·equal rights and:freedoma:Y~itn men• :The abolislmle.nt o;f all' 

discrimination is paramount, :'whatev.er customs •ar.d .ha'b.i ts·. M'ie ·;estaplis:ht;Jd.. 

such discrimination. 
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l'n its work the. Col!lDlission on the .Status of' Women has elaborated 
! 

its list of' aims in the political, ·civil and other f'i~lds which are listed 

in the Report on page 12 and the f'ollowing pages. 

With regard to the economic and social r!ghts of' women, th~ Commission 

is of the opinion that women should receive full econmnic rjghts and f'ull 

equality with men, and in order to prevent discrimination against. women 

I 

in the social and economic f'ields, irrespective of their nationality, race, 

language or religion, women should be given equal rights with men with 

regard to wages, l~bour, holidays, and other economic and social rights. 

The Commission intends to take up other items in its programme when-

ever such problems may arise and are brought to the attention of the 

Co.mmission. 

In accordanc~ with the decision of the Economic and Social Council 

of 2l June 1947 the Commission on the Status of •lomen found it necessary 

to make an additiof to the definition of the functions of the Commission. 

This addition deale with the problem of implementing the principle that 

men and women shall have equal rights,and the working out of proposals 

to give effect to such recommendations. The full text of the funct::.one 

in iti:l f:.i:aal form is to be fou:1i c.,n pa~a 2 of' th:?. ::a:;;..ort, reading as follows: 

"The f'\lnction of i.;Le Commission shall be to prepare 

reco::r.cnendati~ns ana. repo:-t21 -t .. ) tloe Ecc~.on::~ ~~ and 3cc:.a1. 
I 
I 

Council on proilloting -,.70.Ile~:.'s r5.g':}:..~ 1~: :po1::!.ttcal, ecOi:O:.';ic, 

civil, social and saucat::.:.;nal fields '.With tite obje,;t of 

implementing the principle that men and wo<ncn sba11 heve eclU-.::11 

rights, and. to vo.r.!<: or:c p:ro:posals to give effect to such 

I 

to the Council on 't:~ger~:.. 1?rol1lems requirir.g il1ll!!Gd:.ate attention, 
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to the pounci_l re&,u·dJ..ng its terms of'. ref'er.sn9ep." 
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We have decided to ask the Economic and Social Council to accept these 

additions whic~ a~e dictated by life itself. The Co~ission op the Stat~s of 

WoLlen desires to participate in the elaboration of the Ir.ternational.Bill of 

Rights, and, therefore, we desire that the second session of our Cc:r:mi,ssion be 

convened at such a time as would allow us t'o collaborate in the establishment 

of the International Bill of Rights, in order to participate in the work of the 

Commission on Ruman Rights. 

In order to co-vrdinate the work of our Commission with other crJan;-.; vf 

the United Nations and to avoid any duplication of effort, we establis~1ed the 

principles of collaboration with such organs of the United Nations,. which are 

presented to your at·tention in Chapters IV, VI and IX of our Report. 

Gentlemen, the Con:mission on the Status of 'dcmen expects full sympathy 

from you and· knows that they will find full understanding and belief in t~e 

aims ar.d in the future of our worlt. In presenting the Report of our Ccmrnission 

to your attention, we would lilte to express the hope t!mt you will approve this 

Report and thri't you will make easier the task of implementing the fundemental 

rights of women, ~specially in view'of the fact, which I would like to bring to 

your attention, that this Report has been unanimously accepted by the Commission 

on the Status of Women. Thank you. 

The PRESIDJlJlll'T: B'ofore I call upon the next speaker, I would like to say 

that it is rriy desire to conclude the general discussion on ti1is Reryort tonight 

and to refer it t6 the Committee of the full Council. 
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MR. Pl~Pl'iliEK (Czechoslovakia) : Mr. ?resident, if you do not have ar:..y othor 

s~eakers, I am willL1g to give u~ my riGht to s~eak. If you have ot~ers, I 

will be very brief. 

The PRESIDENT~ It depends u~on the representative of China. 

MR. YIJ\:G (China) : If my distinguished colleague from CzechoGlovrutia wishes 

to abdicc.te, and if it will make the Council happier, I will be glad to waive 

my right, too. 

MR .. ·van Ia..EFFENS (Netherlands): ~lr. President, may I asscciate nys0lf 

ivith the two previous spsakers7 

The PRESID~~T: I do not consider this as a discourtesy to the Re~ort on 
· · goin15 to 

the Status of vlomen, but rather as a cc~?liment th~t they wore oiiljr,-1:-e:peat all 

the good things that have been said about the Repo~t. 

I should like now to annot:nce the work for tcmorrc•.,. At ten a.m. the 

Drafting Sub ... Coll'JIDittee of the Social Co:mmittee of the Full Council will meet to 

consider the Draft Resolutions of the Social Comcittee. That Drafting 

Sub-Committee consists of the representatives of the following countries: 

France, Lebanon, United Kingdom, United States and the USSR. 

At 11 a.m. the Council will sit in Plenary Session and continue the 

consideration of the it~s on the agenda of today's session which r~ve not 

been disposed of; that is to say, the Report of the Population Commission and then 

the Report of the statistical Coinmission, and then later the two Assembly 

Resolutions put on today's agenda. 

There will not be a Plenary Session of the Council in the afternoon, but 

the Social Committee of the Full Council will sit at 2:45 tcreorrow afternoon to 

consider the Report of the Human Rights Commission and the Resolution on r~nocide. 

At 2:45 again the Committee on the Econcmic Reconstruction of Europe--the Full 

Committee--will meet to consider the Drafting Cc~ittee'a Report, That Committee, 
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the Committee on the Economic Reconst1uction of Rurope, is composed of the 

representatives of Chile, China, Czechoslovakia, France, Lel>anon, the Netherlands, 

~nited Kingdom, United States and the USSR. 

The Council will now adjourn and meet at 11:00 tcmorrow. 

(The meeting adjourned at 6:20p.m.) 




