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I. Nuclear disarmament  

A. Principles and objectives: The Conference resolves that:  

Action 1 All States parties commit to pursue policies that are fully 

compatible with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons and the objective of achieving a world 

without nuclear weapons. 

The long-standing commitment of Australia to the Treaty 

and the objective of achieving a world without nuclear 

weapons remains undiminished. We hold ourselves to the 

highest standards of compliance with our non-proliferation 

obligations. Our advocacy of nuclear disarmament and  

non-proliferation has included a comprehensive ban on 

nuclear tests (the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, 

which Australia ratified in July 1998) and negotiations on a 

treaty to cap the production of fissile materials. Australia  

has also continued its prominent and active role on  

non-proliferation and disarmament through membership in 

the 12-nation Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative, 

which it founded together with Japan in 2010. The key 

objective of the Initiative is specifically to take forward the 

64-point action plan from the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty Review Conference, which was agreed by consensus 

and includes most of the steps required to advance the 

disarmament and non-proliferation objectives encapsulated 

by the Treaty.  

Australia actively supported and participated as a Friend of 

the Chair, contributed a joint building-block paper and 

moderated several sessions in the Open-Ended Working 

Group process in 2013 to advance nuclear disarmament 

negotiations, as established by General Assembly 

resolution 67/56 of 3 December 2012. 

The Initiative has submitted a number of working papers 

during the 2015 Review Conference cycle, calling for 

concrete steps towards the elimination of nuclear weapons. 

The Initiative submitted a comprehensive working paper  

for the 2015 Review Conference which includes 

recommendations to strengthen language and commitments 

across the three pillars. Our “Nuclear Disarmament Post-

New START” working paper for the 2014 Preparatory 

Committee welcomed the ongoing implementation of the 

New START Treaty but called for further rounds of cuts, and 
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called upon all nuclear-weapon States and other States 

possessing nuclear weapons to take further steps to reduce 

their arsenals. The Initiative also submitted a paper in 2014 

calling on the nuclear-weapon States to reduce the 

operational status of nuclear weapons systems, pursuant to 

actions 5 (e) and 5 (f) of the 2010 Action Plan (the  

“De-alerting” working paper). 

At the 2013 Preparatory Committee, the Initiative submitted 

papers urging the inclusion of non-strategic nuclear weapons 

in any future nuclear disarmament process and calling on 

nuclear-weapon States to reduce the role of nuclear weapons 

in national security policies (“Reduced Role of Nuclear 

Weapons” working paper).  

The concerns of Australia about the humanitarian 

consequences of nuclear weapons use has underpinned our 

actions in seeking practical and achievable ways to moving 

towards a world without nuclear weapons. Australia issued 

joint statements at both the sixty-eighth and sixty-ninth 

sessions of the General Assembly with 16 and 19 other 

States respectively, underlining that the issue of the 

humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons use is an integral 

part of the global disarmament and non-proliferation 

process. Australia participated in all three conferences on the 

Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, in Oslo (2012), 

Nayarit (2014) and Vienna (2014). 

Action 2 All States parties commit to apply the principles of 

irreversibility, verifiability and transparency in relation to 

the implementation of their treaty obligations.  

Australia reaffirms its commitment to apply the principles of 

irreversibility, verifiability and transparency in relation to 

the implementation of its Treaty obligations. The country’s 

support, inter alia, for the entry into force of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, the negotiations of 

a fissile material cut-off treaty, International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) safeguards, nuclear-weapon-free zones and 

transparency through reporting are consistent with that 

commitment. 

Australia, along with the other 11 members of the  

Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative, submitted 

working papers on nuclear-weapon States transparency to 

the 2012 and 2014 Preparatory Committees. The working 
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paper to the 2012 Preparatory Committee included a draft 

reporting template for nuclear-weapon States. 

The Initiative also submitted a working paper on  

non-nuclear-weapon States transparency to the 2015 Review 

Conference, which included a draft reporting template for 

non-nuclear-weapon States. 

Australia participated in several rounds of Initiative outreach 

to the P-5 in Geneva (2014), New York (2014) and London 

(2015), which afforded further opportunities to underline the 

importance of transparency. 

B. Disarmament of nuclear weapons: The Conference resolves that:   

Action 6 All States agree that the Conference on Disarmament should 

immediately establish a subsidiary body to deal with nuclear 

disarmament, within the context of an agreed, 

comprehensive and balanced programme of work.  

As a member of the Conference on Disarmament, Australia 

supports the establishment of a subsidiary body to deal with 

nuclear disarmament, within the context of an agreed, 

comprehensive and balanced programme of work. 

Australia has consistently called for the adoption by the 

Conference of a programme of work which would provide 

for the implementation of that action. Australian Foreign 

Minister Julie Bishop, in a speech to the Conference on 

26 March 2014, called on all members to unblock the 

Conference on Disarmament and agree on a programme of 

work. 

Australia worked actively and constructively as co-vice 

chair of the Informal Working Group, through the offices of 

Ambassador Peter Woolcott, with the mandate to “adopt and 

implement a programme of work” in the 2013 and 2014 

Conference sessions. Australia continues to support efforts 

within the Conference in 2015 to resume substantive work.  
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C. Security assurances: Without prejudice to efforts with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Conference 

resolves that:  

Action 7 All States agree that the Conference on Disarmament 

should, within the context of an agreed, comprehensive and 

balanced programme of work, immediately begin discussion 

of effective international arrangements to assure  

non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of 

nuclear weapons, to discuss substantively, without 

limitation, with a view to elaborating recommendations 

dealing with all aspects of this issue, not excluding an 

internationally legally binding instrument. The Review 

Conference invites the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations to convene a high-level meeting in September 2010 

in support of the work of the Conference on Disarmament.  

As a member of the Conference on Disarmament, Australia 

supports the discussion of effective international 

arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against 

the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, within the 

context of an agreed, comprehensive and balanced 

programme of work. 

Australia has consistently called for the adoption by the 

Conference of a programme of work which would provide 

for the implementation of this action. The Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of Australia attended the high-level meeting 

in New York on 24 September 2010 and registered the 

country’s strong concern about the continuing failure of the 

Conference to resume substantive work. Foreign Minister 

Julie Bishop repeated that call in an address to the 

Conference on 26 March 2014.  

Australia worked actively and constructively as co-vice 

chair of the Informal Working Group with the mandate to 

“adopt and implement a programme of work” in both the 

2013 and 2014 sessions to find consensus on a Conference 

programme of work. 

We, as part of the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 

Initiative, produced a working paper on “Nuclear-weapon-

free zones and negative security assurances” for the 2013 

Preparatory Committee. That paper underlined the legitimate 

interest non-nuclear-weapon States have in receiving 

unequivocal and legally binding security assurances.  

Action 9 The establishment of further nuclear-weapon-free zones, 

where appropriate, on the basis of arrangements freely 

arrived at among States of the region concerned, and in 

accordance with the 1999 guidelines of the United Nations 

Disarmament Commission, is encouraged. All concerned 

States are encouraged to ratify the nuclear-weapon-free zone 

treaties and their relevant protocols, and to constructively 

consult and cooperate to bring about the entry into force of 

the relevant legally binding protocols of all such nuclear-

weapon-free zones treaties, which include negative security 

Australia is a strong supporter of nuclear-weapon-free zones 

freely arrived at by Member States.  

Australia was an early champion of the South Pacific 

Nuclear Free Zone Treaty and ratified that Treaty on 

11 December 1986.  

Australia advocates for all countries of the region to join the 

South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty and continues to 

encourage the United States of America to ratify the Treaty’s 

protocols without reservation.  
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 assurances. The concerned States are encouraged to review 

any related reservations. 
Australia supports dialogue between the members of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the nuclear-

weapon States on signature by the nuclear-weapon States of 

the Protocol to the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 

Weapon-Free Zone. Australia also welcomed the 

establishment of a Central Asian nuclear-weapon-free zone 

and the signing by the nuclear-weapon States of the 

protocols to that Treaty. 

Australia co-sponsors the annual General Assembly 

resolution (most recently resolution 69/26) on the African 

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty. 

Australia continues to support the establishment of a Middle 

East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 

mass destruction, freely arrived at by regional States. The 

Australian Government supports constructive efforts 

towards the convening of a conference to discuss such a 

zone. 

As part of the Initiative, Australia submitted a working paper 

on “Nuclear-weapon-free zones and negative security 

assurances” to the 2013 Preparatory Committee, and a 

working paper on “Establishing a weapons-of-mass-

destruction-free zone in the Middle East” to the 2014 

Preparatory Committee. Those papers underlined that 

nuclear-weapon-free zones are an important means for 

enhancing global and regional peace and security.  

D. Nuclear testing: The Conference resolves that:   

Action 11 Pending the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty, all States commit to refrain from nuclear-

weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions, the 

use of new nuclear weapons technologies and from any 

action that would defeat the object and purpose of that 

Treaty, and all existing moratoriums on nuclear-weapon test 

explosions should be maintained. 

Australia has enacted national legislation (the Comprehensive 

Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Act 1998 and the Non-Proliferation 

Legislation Amendment Act 2003) implementing the 

obligations of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, 

in preparation for its entry into force. Through that 

legislation, a ban on nuclear testing is in force.  
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Action 12 All States that have ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty recognize the contribution of the 

conferences on facilitating the entry into force of that Treaty 

and of the measures adopted by consensus at the Sixth 

Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, held in September 

2009, and commit to report at the 2011 Conference on 

progress made towards the urgent entry into force of that 

Treaty. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs outlined the activities of 

Australia in pursuit of the entry into force of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty during the 2011 

Article XIV Conference in New York on 23 September 2011.  

Action 13 All States that have ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-

Test-Ban Treaty undertake to promote the entry into force 

and implementation of that Treaty at the national, regional 

and global levels. 

Australia, as co-chair of the Friends of the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty group, which convenes a high-level 

meeting biannually during Leaders’ Week of the General 

Assembly, consistently urges States that have yet to do so to 

sign and/or ratify that Treaty. Australia chaired the Friends 

of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty meeting in 

New York on 27 September 2012 and co-chaired the meeting 

in 2014. 

With Mexico and New Zealand, Australia is lead sponsor of 

the annual General Assembly resolution (most recently 

resolution 69/81), which stresses the fundamental 

importance of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation and urges its 

earliest entry into force. 

Australia underlined the importance of maintaining 

international momentum towards that Treaty’s entry into 

force at the ninth Article XIV conference in April 2014.  

Australia, with the other members of the Vienna Group of 10, 

presented a working paper on “Vienna issues” to the 2014 

Preparatory Committee and 2015 Review Conference, which 

covers, inter alia, Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

issues. 

Action 14 The Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization is to be encouraged to 

fully develop the verification regime for the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, including early completion and 

provisional operationalization of the international 

monitoring system in accordance with the mandate of the 

Preparatory Commission, which should, upon entry into 

Australia hosts the third-largest number of monitoring 

stations (21) of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty’s International Monitoring System. Australia also 

actively supports the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty Organization in developing other aspects of its 

verification regime, including a leading role in developing 

on-site inspection procedures. 
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force of that Treaty, serve as an effective, reliable, 

participatory and non-discriminatory verification system 

with global reach, and provide assurance of compliance with 

that Treaty. 

Australia works with the Organization through technical 

workshops and other outreach measures to promote the 

development of and cooperation between National Data 

Centres. 

Australia consistently calls on all States to provide strong 

financial, technical and political support to the Organization 

for its work on the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

verification regime. 

E. Fissile materials: The Conference resolves that:   

Action 15 All States agree that the Conference on Disarmament 

should, within the context of an agreed, comprehensive and 

balanced programme of work, immediately begin 

negotiation of a treaty banning the production of fissile 

material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices in accordance with the report of the 

Special Coordinator of 1995 (CD/1299) and the mandate 

contained therein. Also in this respect, the Review 

Conference invites the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations to convene a high-level meeting in September 2010 

in support of the work of the Conference on Disarmament.  

Australia is a strong proponent for the commencement of 

negotiations for a treaty banning the production of fissile 

material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices, commonly known as a fissile material 

cut-off treaty.  

The then-Minister for Foreign Affairs attended the high-

level meeting in New York on 24 September 2010 and 

registered the country’s strong concern about the continuing 

failure of the Conference on Disarmament to resume 

substantive work. 

In 2011, Australia and Japan co-hosted, and in 2012 

Australia participated in, a series of experts’ side events in 

Geneva to discuss technical aspects of such a treaty and to 

help build confidence and momentum for a start to 

negotiations in the Conference.  

Australia is a member of the Group of Governmental 

Experts on a fissile material cut-off treaty, which has met on 

three occasions in 2014 and 2015 and will shortly finalize its 

report for submission to the Security Council. In turn, that 

report will be considered by both the General Assembly and 

the Conference on Disarmament. 

Action 17 In the context of action 16, all States are encouraged to 

support the development of appropriate legally binding 

verification arrangements, within the context of IAEA, to 

ensure the irreversible removal of fissile material designated 

by each nuclear-weapon State as no longer required for 

military purposes. 

Australia, with the other 11 members of the Non-Proliferation 

and Disarmament Initiative, submitted a working paper to 

the 2013 Preparatory Committee on “wider application of 

safeguards in the nuclear-weapon States” which included a 

recommendation on nuclear-weapon States placing “excess” 

nuclear material under IAEA verification in a manner to 
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make it irreversible. The Initiative working paper submitted 

to the 2015 Review Conference also covered that issue.  

Action 18 All States that have not yet done so are encouraged to 

initiate a process towards the dismantling or conversion for 

peaceful uses of facilities for the production of fissile 

material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices.  

Australia has never had facilities for the production of fissile 

material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices. 

F. Other measures in support of nuclear disarmament: The Conference resolves that:  

Action 19 All States agree on the importance of supporting cooperation 

among Governments, the United Nations, other international 

and regional organizations and civil society aimed at 

increasing confidence, improving transparency and 

developing efficient verification capabilities related to 

nuclear disarmament. 

Australia and the other 11 members of the Non-Proliferation 

and Disarmament Initiative presented a working paper on 

“Increased transparency in nuclear disarmament” to the 

2014 Preparatory Committee. The paper underlined the 

importance of nuclear-weapon States agreeing on a standard 

reporting form to meet their disarmament-reporting 

obligations. Nuclear-weapon State transparency was also 

covered in the Initiative working paper which was submitted 

at the 2015 Review Conference. 

In 2013, Australia participated in technical discussions on 

the development of disarmament verification methods.  

Australia participated in the 19 and 20 March 2015 

inaugural meeting of the International Partnership for 

Nuclear Disarmament Verification in Washington, D.C. 

Action 20 States parties should submit regular reports, within the 

framework of the strengthened review process for the Treaty, 

on the implementation of the present action plan, as well as 

of article VI, paragraph 4 (c), of the 1995 decision entitled 

“Principles and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament”, and the practical steps agreed to in the Final 

Document of the 2000 Review Conference, and recalling the 

advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of 

8 July 1996. 

(This field can be used for reporting on implementation of 

relevant decisions agreed prior to 2010.) 

The previous report of Australia on implementation of 

article VI, paragraph 4 (c) of the 1995 decision entitled 

“Principles and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament” was in NPT/CONF.2010/36 of 7 May 2010. 

The present report updates our 2012 written report, 2013 

verbal update and 2014 written report on Australian 

activities in support of the 2010 Action Plan.  

Australia, along with the other 11 members of the  

Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative, also 

submitted a working paper on non-nuclear-weapon State 

transparency to the 2015 Review Conference, which 

includes a draft reporting template for non-nuclear-weapon 

States. 

http://undocs.org/NPT/CONF.2010/36


 

 

N
P

T
/C

O
N

F
.2

0
1

5
/1

2
 

 

1
0

/2
8

 
1

5
-0

3
9

4
4

 

Action 21 As a confidence-building measure, all the nuclear-weapon 

States are encouraged to agree as soon as possible on a 

standard reporting form and to determine appropriate 

reporting intervals for the purpose of voluntarily providing 

standard information without prejudice to national security. 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is invited to 

establish a publicly accessible repository, which shall 

include the information provided by the nuclear-weapon 

States. 

Australia, with the other 11 countries in the Non-Proliferation 

and Disarmament Initiative, submitted a working paper to 

the 2012 Preparatory Committee on “transparency of nuclear 

weapons”, which included a draft nuclear disarmament 

reporting form for use by nuclear-weapon States. The 

Initiative submitted a working paper to the 2014 Preparatory 

Committee on increased transparency, calling on nuclear-

weapon States to agree on a standard reporting form and use 

it to implement action 20 and action 5. The Initiative 

working paper submitted to the 2015 Review Conference 

also covered nuclear-weapon State reporting. 

Following the 2014 Preparatory Committee, when the 

nuclear-weapon States submitted their national reports, the 

Initiative conducted further outreach to those States, 

underlining the importance of improved nuclear-weapon 

State transparency and regular reporting. 

Action 22 All States are encouraged to implement the 

recommendations contained in the report of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations (A/57/124) regarding the 

United Nations study on disarmament and non-proliferation 

education, in order to advance the goals of the Treaty in 

support of achieving a world without nuclear weapons.  

Australia welcomes the recommendations in the report of the 

Secretary-General regarding the United Nations study on 

disarmament and non-proliferation education (A/57/124). 

In September 2011, the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 

Initiative announced it would actively promote disarmament 

and non-proliferation education to achieve a world free of 

nuclear weapons. The Initiative produced separate working 

papers on that issue for the 2012 and 2013 Preparatory 

Committees. Australia joined Japan, along with 30 other 

countries, as a co-sponsor for a statement on disarmament 

and non-proliferation education delivered to the 2013 

Preparatory Committee. We again supported the initiative of 

Japan in 2014. 

II. Nuclear non-proliferation  

Action 23 The Conference calls upon all States parties to exert all 

efforts to promote universal adherence to the Treaty, and not 

to undertake any actions that can negatively affect prospects 

for the universality of the Treaty. 

In bilateral exchanges and statements in multilateral forums, 

Australia has consistently called for all non-Treaty States to 

join the Treaty as non-nuclear-weapon States and without 

preconditions. Australia has also conducted regional 

outreach activities promoting adherence to and fulfilment of 

Treaty commitments, including through hosting capacity-

building courses and workshops in Australia.  

http://undocs.org/A/57/124
http://undocs.org/A/57/124
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The Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative submitted 

a working paper on “addressing withdrawal from the Treaty” 

to the 2014 Preparatory Committee. Both the Initiative and 

the Vienna Group of 10 working papers submitted to the 

2015 Review Conference also include consideration of 

article X. 

Action 24 The Conference re-endorses the call by previous review 

conferences for the application of IAEA comprehensive 

safeguards to all source or special fissionable material in all 

peaceful nuclear activities in the States parties in accordance 

with the provisions of article III of the Treaty.  

Australia was the first country to sign and ratify the 

additional protocol (entry into force on 12 December 1997), 

the first to make it a condition of supply for uranium exports 

and the first for which IAEA was able to declare that all 

nuclear materials and activities of safeguards relevance had 

been appropriately declared and accounted for. Australia 

continues to work to promote the universalization of and 

adherence to comprehensive safeguards agreements and 

additional protocols for all Non-Proliferation Treaty  

non-nuclear-weapon States. 

Australia, along with the other members of the Vienna 

Group of 10, submitted a working paper to the 2015 Review 

Conference which included the issues of compliance and 

verification. 

Action 25 The Conference, noting that 18 States parties to the Treaty 

have yet to bring into force comprehensive safeguards 

agreements, urges them to do so as soon as possible and 

without further delay. 

Australia encourages all States that have not yet done so to 

bring into force a comprehensive safeguards agreement with 

IAEA, together with an additional protocol. Australia has 

facilitated discussions, provided expert advice and hosted 

study tours that assist States to bring into force those 

agreements. 

Australia, along with the other members of the Vienna 

Group of 10, submitted a working paper to the 2015 Review 

Conference which included the issues of compliance and 

verification. 

Action 26 The Conference underscores the importance in complying 

with the non-proliferation obligations, addressing all 

compliance matters in order to uphold the Treaty’s integrity 

and the authority of the safeguards system.  

Australia holds itself to the highest standards of compliance 

with its non-proliferation commitments and obligations, and 

cooperates fully with IAEA.  

Australia consistently and strongly promotes universal 

compliance by States with their non-proliferation 

obligations, under the Treaty and under their agreements 

with IAEA.  
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  Australia, through the Vienna Group of 10, has presented 

working papers which cover, inter alia, compliance and 

verification issues to the 2013 and 2014 Preparatory 

Committees and the 2015 Review Conference. 

See also responses to action 29. 

Action 27 The Conference underscores the importance of resolving all 

cases of non-compliance with safeguards obligations in full 

conformity with the IAEA statute and the respective legal 

obligations of Member States. In this regard, the Conference 

calls upon Member States to extend their cooperation to the 

Agency. 

Australia holds itself to the highest standards of compliance 

with its non-proliferation commitments and obligations, and 

cooperates fully with IAEA. Australia consistently calls on 

all States to cooperate fully with IAEA and to comply with 

their international safeguards obligations. Australia provided 

an extra-budgetary contribution for IAEA to carry out 

verification activities in support of the P5+1/Islamic 

Republic of Iran Joint Plan of Action. 

Action 28 The Conference encourages all States parties which have not 

yet done so to conclude and to bring into force additional 

protocols as soon as possible and to implement them 

provisionally pending their entry into force.  

Australia signed the additional protocol on 23 September 

1997, with entry into force on 12 December 1997. Australia 

actively encourages all States that have not yet done so to 

bring into force an additional protocol to their safeguards 

agreements with IAEA.  

See also response to action 23. 

Action 29 The Conference encourages IAEA to further facilitate and 

assist the States parties in the conclusion and entry into 

force of comprehensive safeguards agreements and 

additional protocols. The Conference calls on States parties 

to consider specific measures that would promote the 

universalization of the comprehensive safeguards 

agreements. 

Australia currently chairs the Asia-Pacific Safeguards 

Network, an informal network of safeguards authorities, 

ministries and other organizations responsible for 

implementing safeguards in the countries of the Asia-Pacific 

region. The objective of the network is to promote best 

practice safeguards in the region.  

The Director General of the Australian Safeguards and  

Non-Proliferation Office chairs the IAEA Director General’s 

Standing Advisory Group on Safeguards Implementation. 

Australia has also provided instructors for safeguards courses 

run by IAEA and other partners in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Australia continues to engage with and support South-East 

Asian and Pacific Islands States on safeguards issues, 

particularly those States which have yet to conclude and bring 

into force comprehensive safeguards agreements, additional 

protocols and small quantities protocols with IAEA. 



 

 

 

N
P

T
/C

O
N

F
.2

0
1

5
/1

2
 

1
5

-0
3

9
4

4
 

1
3

/2
8

 

Australia has offered assistance to some States in the 

development of their safeguards agreements and 

arrangements with IAEA. 

Action 30 The Conference calls for the wider application of safeguards 

to peaceful nuclear facilities in the nuclear-weapon States, 

under the relevant voluntary offer safeguards agreements, in 

the most economic and practical way possible, taking into 

account the availability of IAEA resources, and stresses that 

comprehensive safeguards and additional protocols should 

be universally applied once the complete elimination of 

nuclear weapons has been achieved. 

The Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative presented 

a working paper on “wider application of safeguards in the 

nuclear-weapons States” to the 2013 Preparatory Committee.  

Action 31 The Conference encourages all States parties with small 

quantities protocols which have not yet done so to amend or 

rescind them, as appropriate, as soon as possible.  

Australia has never had a small quantities protocol.  

Australia consistently encourages all Non-Proliferation 

Treaty States parties with older small quantities protocols 

that have not yet done so to amend or rescind them, as 

appropriate, as soon as possible. Australia, including as part 

of the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative, 

conducts outreach to States, where appropriate, to amend or 

rescind small quantities protocols. 

Action 32 The Conference recommends that IAEA safeguards should 

be assessed and evaluated regularly. Decisions adopted by 

the IAEA policy bodies aimed at further strengthening the 

effectiveness and improving the efficiency of IAEA 

safeguards should be supported and implemented.  

As a Board of Governors member, Australia supports the 

Director General’s and Board’s efforts to continually 

strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of IAEA 

safeguards, including through the use of the State-level 

concept.  

See also response to action 29. 

Action 33 The Conference calls upon all States parties to ensure that 

IAEA continues to have all political, technical and financial 

support so that it is able to effectively meet its responsibility 

to apply safeguards as required by article III of the Treaty.  

Australia always pays its assessed contribution and provides 

additional extrabudgetary contributions and in-kind support. 

Australia is a strong proponent of IAEA carrying out its 

functions with the full cooperation of all States. One of the 

key elements of Australian support to IAEA is its active 

participation on the IAEA Board of Governors and 

participation in the IAEA Member State Support Programme 

since 1980. 
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Action 34 The Conference encourages States parties, within the 

framework of the IAEA statute, to further develop a robust, 

flexible, adaptive and cost-effective international technology 

base for advanced safeguards through cooperation among 

Member States and with IAEA. 

Australia maintains a strong technology base and technical 

capabilities, which it makes available to contribute to 

international safeguards efforts. It also maintains an IAEA 

Member State Support Programme to support IAEA 

technical safeguards capabilities. 

Australia maintains two diagnostic laboratories as part of the 

IAEA network of analytical laboratories. 

Action 35 The Conference urges all States parties to ensure that their 

nuclear-related exports do not directly or indirectly assist the 

development of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive 

devices and that such exports are in full conformity with the 

objectives and purposes of the Treaty as stipulated, 

particularly, in articles I, II and III of the Treaty, as well as 

the decision on principles and objectives of nuclear non-

proliferation and disarmament adopted in 1995 by the 

Review and Extension Conference. 

Australian uranium is exported for exclusively peaceful 

purposes and only to countries and parties with which 

Australia has a bilateral nuclear cooperation agreement. The 

country’s bilateral nuclear cooperation agreements include 

treaty-level assurances that Australian nuclear material will 

be used for peaceful purposes only, and that that material 

will be subject to IAEA safeguards. Those agreements 

ensure that Australian nuclear exports remain in exclusively 

peaceful use and may only be retransferred to a party with a 

bilateral nuclear cooperation agreement with Australia. 

Australia currently has 23 such bilateral agreements in force, 

covering 41 countries plus Taiwan. In the case of  

non-nuclear-weapon States parties, IAEA safeguards must 

apply to all existing and future nuclear activities.  

Australia has ratified the 2005 amendment to the Convention 

on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, which is 

implemented via the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Safeguards 

Act 1987 and the Non-Proliferation Legislation Amendment 

Act 2007, and is implementing revision 5 of IAEA 

INFCIRC/225 (Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and 

Nuclear Facilities). 

Action 36 The Conference encourages States parties to make use of 

multilaterally negotiated and agreed guidelines and 

understandings in developing their own national export 

controls. 

Australia ensures that nuclear-related exports do not assist 

the development of nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices. Australian export controls are based on 

multilateral best practice. In addition, Australian nuclear 

agencies cooperate closely with law enforcement and 

customs agencies to enhance the country’s capability to 

detect, deter and disrupt illicit trafficking in nuclear 

materials. 
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  Australia is a member of both the Nuclear Suppliers Group 

and the Zangger Committee. The Customs (Prohibited 

Exports) Regulations of the Customs Act 1901 states that 

any item on the country’s control list, the Defence and 

Strategic Goods List, requires authorization prior to export. 

The List incorporates the Nuclear Suppliers Group control 

list (parts I and II), the Zangger Committee trigger list and 

annexes 1 and 2 of the IAEA additional protocol.  

The Australian Government has also enacted the Weapons of 

Mass Destruction (Prevention of Proliferation) Act 1995. 

The Act and the associated Regulations enable the 

Government to control the export or transfer of any goods 

and services that may assist a weapons of mass destruction 

programme and which are not controlled under other 

legislation. 

See also response to action 35. 

Australia contributed to two working papers on export 

controls submitted to the 2013 Preparatory Committee by 

the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative and the 

Vienna Group of 10, respectively. The Vienna Group of 10 

also presented working papers on “Vienna issues” to the 

2014 Preparatory Committee and the 2015 Review 

Conference, which cover, inter alia, export control issues.  

Action 37 The Conference encourages States parties to consider 

whether a recipient State has brought into force IAEA 

safeguards obligations in making nuclear export decisions.  

See response to action 35. 

Action 38 The Conference calls upon all States parties, in acting in 

pursuance of the objectives of the Treaty, to observe the 

legitimate right of all States parties, in particular developing 

States, to full access to nuclear material, equipment and 

technological information for peaceful purposes.  

Australia has consistently affirmed its support for the 

development of nuclear energy and technology for peaceful 

purposes, within a framework that reduces proliferation risk 

and adheres to the highest international standards for 

safeguards, security and safety. 

The Vienna Group of 10 and the Non-Proliferation and 

Disarmament Initiative submitted working papers to the 

2015 Review Conference which covered, inter alia, peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy. 



 

 

N
P

T
/C

O
N

F
.2

0
1

5
/1

2
 

 

1
6

/2
8

 
1

5
-0

3
9

4
4

 

Action 39 States parties are encouraged to facilitate transfers of 

nuclear technology and materials and international 

cooperation among States parties, in conformity with 

articles I, II, III and IV of the Treaty, and to eliminate in this 

regard any undue constraints inconsistent with the Treaty.  

Australia facilitates the transfers of nuclear technology and 

international cooperation among States parties through 

arrangements such as the Regional Cooperative Agreement 

for Research, Development and Training in Nuclear Science 

and Technology for the Asia and Pacific Region; the Forum 

for Nuclear Cooperation in Asia; the IAEA Technical 

Cooperation Programme; the IAEA Peaceful Uses Initiative; 

other IAEA programmes; and through bilateral 

arrangements.  

See responses to actions 35, 36 and 38. 

Action 40 The Conference encourages all States to maintain the highest 

possible standards of security and physical protection of 

nuclear materials and facilities. 

Australia maintains the highest possible standards of 

security and physical protection of nuclear materials and 

facilities, as was recognized by the country’s number 1 

ranking for security of its nuclear materials by the 2012 and 

2014 Nuclear Threat Initiative nuclear materials security 

indexes. 

Australia is an active participant in the series of Nuclear 

Security Summits focused on implementing measures to 

improve the global nuclear security regimes, particularly 

against international terrorism. The country’s Foreign 

Minister, Julie Bishop, attended the most recent Nuclear 

Security Summit held in the Netherlands in March 2014, 

where Australia announced a contribution of 1 million 

Australian dollars to the IAEA Nuclear Security Fund to 

support IAEA activities in the Indo-Pacific region. 

In November 2013, Australia hosted an IAEA International 

Physical Protection Advisory Service mission. Australia has 

also provided experts to a number of other Advisory Service 

missions. 

The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organization participates in the IAEA Advisory Group on 

Nuclear Security, advising the IAEA Director General on 

activities related to preventing, detecting and responding to 

nuclear and radiological terrorism. 

Australia has hosted a number of table-top exercises in 

support of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear 
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Terrorism. Australia also chairs the Global Initiative’s 

Nuclear Forensics Working Group. 

Australia, through the Vienna Group of 10, presented a 

working paper on nuclear security to the 2013 Preparatory 

Committee and working papers on “Vienna issues” to the 

2014 Preparatory Committee and the 2015 Review 

Conference, which covered, inter alia, nuclear security. 

The Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative has 

presented a working paper on nuclear security to the 2014 

Preparatory Committee. The Initiative working paper to the 

2015 Review Conference also covered, inter alia, nuclear 

security. 

See also response to action 35. 

Action 41 The Conference encourages all States parties to apply, as 

appropriate, IAEA recommendations on the physical 

protection of nuclear material and nuclear facilities 

(INFCIRC/225/Rev.4 (Corrected)) and other relevant 

international instruments at the earliest possible date.  

At The Hague Nuclear Security Summit, Australia 

committed to realize or exceed the objectives of 

INFCIRC/225/Rev.5 as part of the joint statements on 

strengthening nuclear security implementation. 

See also response to action 35. 

Action 42 The Conference calls on all States parties to the Convention 

on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material to ratify the 

amendment to the Convention as soon as possible and 

encourages them to act in accordance with the objectives 

and the purpose of the amendment until such time as it 

enters into force. The Conference also encourages all States 

that have not yet done so to adhere to the Convention and 

adopt the amendment as soon as possible. 

Australia ratified the amendment on 17 July 2008. 

See also response to action 35. 

Action 43 The Conference urges all States parties to implement the 

principles of the revised IAEA Code of Conduct on the 

Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources, as well as the 

Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive Sources 

approved by the IAEA Board of Governors in 2004. 

Australia has implemented the principles of the revised 

IAEA Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of 

Radioactive Sources, as well as the Guidance on the Import 

and Export of Radioactive Sources approved by the IAEA 

Board of Governors in 2004. Australia is implementing the 

principles of the revised Guidance on the Import and Export 

of Radioactive Sources approved by the IAEA Board of 

Governors in 2011. 
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Action 44 The Conference calls upon all States parties to improve their 

national capabilities to detect, deter and disrupt illicit 

trafficking in nuclear materials throughout their territories, 

in accordance with their relevant international legal 

obligations, and calls upon those States parties in a position 

to do so to work to enhance international partnerships and 

capacity-building in this regard. The Conference also calls 

upon States parties to establish and enforce effective 

domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons in accordance with their relevant international legal 

obligations. 

See response to action 36. 

Australia supports and contributes as necessary to the 

Incident and Trafficking Database. 

The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organization has a research programme seeking to improve 

capabilities to detect illicit trafficking in nuclear materials, 

and has engaged in exchanges with regional partners in that 

regard. 

Action 45 The Conference encourages all States parties that have not 

yet done so to become party to the International Convention 

for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism as soon as 

possible. 

Australia deposited its instrument of ratification of the 

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 

Nuclear Terrorism on 16 March 2012. (National legislation: 

Nuclear Terrorism Legislation Amendment Act 2012.)  

Australia has implemented its requirements under Security 

Council resolution 1540 (2004) and plays an active role in 

the Security Council Committee established pursuant to 

resolution 1540 (2004). Also, Australia has taken every 

opportunity in its outreach on non-proliferation to inform 

Asia-Pacific countries of the goals and obligations of 

resolution 1540 (2004) and to offer to work with them to 

further improve and strengthen their capacity to implement 

the resolution where possible. 

Action 46 The Conference encourages IAEA to continue to assist the 

States parties in strengthening their national regulatory 

controls of nuclear material, including the establishment and 

maintenance of the State systems of accounting for and 

control of nuclear material, as well as systems on regional 

level. The Conference calls upon IAEA member States to 

broaden their support for the relevant IAEA programmes. 

Australia, as an IAEA Board of Governors member, affirms 

its support for this recommendation. Australia further 

broadens its support for IAEA programmes through 

participation in the IAEA Member State Support 

Programme.  

Australia, through mechanisms such as the Regional 

Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and 

Training in Nuclear Science and Technology for the Asia 

and Pacific Region; the Regional Security of Radioactive 

Sources Project; and the Asia-Pacific Safeguards Network; 

and has assisted regional countries in strengthening their 

national regulatory controls of nuclear and other radioactive 

materials. 
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III. Peaceful uses of nuclear energy: The Conference calls upon States parties to act in conformity with all the provisions of the Treat y 

and to: 

Action 47 Respect each country’s choices and decisions in the field of 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy without jeopardizing its 

policies or international cooperation agreements and 

arrangements for peaceful uses of nuclear energy and its fuel 

cycle policies. 

Australia respects each country’s choices and decisions in 

the field of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and engages in 

extensive cooperation with other States parties and 

international organizations in the further development of 

nuclear energy for peaceful uses. 

See also responses to actions 35 and 38. 

Action 48 Undertake to facilitate, and reaffirm the right of States 

parties to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of 

equipment, materials and scientific and technological 

information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  

See response to action 38. 

Australia has shared its experience with neighbouring 

countries in the safe application of nuclear science and 

technology through arrangements such as the Regional 

Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and 

Training in Nuclear Science and Technology for the Asia 

and Pacific Region; the Forum for Nuclear Cooperation in 

Asia; the Regional Security of Radioactive Sources Project; 

the IAEA Technical Cooperation Programme; the IAEA 

Peaceful Uses Initiative; other IAEA programmes; and 

bilaterally. 

Action 49 Cooperate with other States parties or international 

organizations in the further development of nuclear energy 

for peaceful purposes, with due consideration for the needs 

of the developing areas of the world. 

The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organization participates in the IAEA Standing Advisory 

Group on Nuclear Applications, providing high-level input 

on priorities for IAEA research programmes in nuclear 

technology. 

The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organization participates in the Sahel Project, educating 

IAEA fellows from the Sahel region in isotopic techniques 

for groundwater research and management. 

The Organization was designated an IAEA Neutron 

Scattering Collaborating Centre from 2009 to 2012. The 

Centre provided access for scientists and researchers from 

the region to facilities and expertise at the Organization. As 

a Neutron Scattering Collaborating Centre, the Organization 

hosted international neutron scattering schools. 

See responses to actions 48 and 52. 



 

 

N
P

T
/C

O
N

F
.2

0
1

5
/1

2
 

 

2
0

/2
8

 
1

5
-0

3
9

4
4

 

Action 50 Give preferential treatment to the non-nuclear-weapon States 

parties to the Treaty, taking the needs of developing 

countries, in particular, into account. 

See response to action 48. 

Action 51 Facilitate transfers of nuclear technology and international 

cooperation among States parties in conformity with 

articles I, II, III, and IV of the Treaty, and eliminate in this 

regard any undue constraints inconsistent with the Treaty.  

See responses to actions 35, 36 and 38. 

Action 52 Continue efforts, within IAEA, to enhance the effectiveness 

and efficiency of its Technical Cooperation Programme.  

Australia is a long-standing contributor to the IAEA 

Technical Cooperation Fund. In 2011, Australia provided 

100,000 Australian dollars in an extrabudgetary Peaceful 

Uses Initiative contribution to IAEA for a study on marine 

impacts of radiation from the Fukushima power plant and, in 

2012, contributed 15,000 Australian dollars to the IAEA 

Peaceful Uses Initiative to study ocean acidification. In 

2014, Australia also contributed 20,000 euros to the IAEA 

Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy. In 2015, Australia 

is making a 20,000 United States dollars in-kind 

contribution to the Sahel Project, hosting two fellows from 

the Sahel region. Australia is contributing $A45,000 towards 

training for Pacific IAEA member States to help develop 

their Technical Cooperation Projects. 

The policy of Australia has been to pay its annual Technical 

Cooperation Fund contribution in full and on time, and to 

encourage other States to do the same. 

In addition to the Technical Cooperation Fund, Australia 

plays a key role in cooperation on the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy in the Asia-Pacific region. The country’s 

nuclear-related agencies, the Australian Nuclear Science and 

Technology Organization, the Australian Radiation 

Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency and the Australian 

Safeguards and Non-Proliferation Office continue to provide 

experts to IAEA and to hold a range of meetings with 

regional counterparts, as part of bilateral cooperation 

agreements and IAEA projects. 
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  Australia, through the Vienna Group of 10, presented 

working papers on cooperation in the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy to the 2013 Preparatory Committee and on 

“Vienna issues” to the 2014 Preparatory Committee and 

2015 Review Conference, which covers, inter alia, 

cooperation on peaceful uses. 

Action 53 Strengthen the IAEA Technical Cooperation Programme in 

assisting developing States parties in the peaceful uses of 

nuclear energy. 

See response to action 52. 

Action 54 Make every effort and to take practical steps to ensure that 

IAEA resources for technical cooperation activities are 

sufficient, assured and predictable. 

See response to action 52. 

Action 55 Encourage all States in a position to do so to make 

additional contributions to the initiative designed to raise 

100 million United States dollars over the next five years as 

extrabudgetary contributions to IAEA activities, while 

welcoming the contributions already pledged by countries 

and groups of countries in support of IAEA activities.  

In 2011, Australia contributed 100,000 Australian dollars to 

IAEA for a study on marine impacts of radiation from the 

Fukushima power plant. The study is administered by IAEA 

and conducted under the Regional Cooperation Agreement 

for Research, Development and Training Related to Nuclear 

Science and Technology for Asia and the Pacific Region, a 

treaty-level agreement to which Australia is a party.  

  In 2012, Australia contributed 15,000 Australian dollars to 

the IAEA Peaceful Uses Initiative to study ocean 

acidification. 

  In 2014, Australia also contributed 20,000 euros to the IAEA 

Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy. 

  Australia is contributing $A45,000 towards training for 

Pacific IAEA member States to help develop their technical 

cooperation projects. 

Action 56 Encourage national, bilateral and international efforts to 

train the necessary skilled workforce needed to develop 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

See response to action 48. 

Australia, in cooperation with IAEA, provided training for 

international participants on a range of topics related to the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy, including specialized areas 

such as radiological crime scene evaluation, reactor 

decommissioning, groundwater management, neutron 

scattering research and the regulation of uranium mining.  
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Action 57 Ensure that, when developing nuclear energy, including 

nuclear power, the use of nuclear energy must be 

accompanied by commitments to and ongoing 

implementation of safeguards as well as appropriate and 

effective levels of safety and security, consistent with States’ 

national legislation and respective international obligations.  

See responses to action 38 and action 40. 

Action 58 Continue to discuss further, in a non-discriminatory and 

transparent manner under the auspices of IAEA or regional 

forums, the development of multilateral approaches to the 

nuclear fuel cycle, including the possibilities of creating 

mechanisms for assurance of nuclear fuel supply, as well as 

possible schemes dealing with the back-end of the fuel cycle 

without affecting rights under the Treaty and without 

prejudice to national fuel cycle policies, while tackling the 

technical, legal and economic complexities surrounding 

these issues, including, in this regard, the requirement of 

IAEA full scope safeguards. 

Australia recognizes the potential for proposals relating to 

multilateral fuel assurance mechanisms and 

multilateralization of the fuel cycle to reduce the risk of 

nuclear proliferation. 

Through its position on the IAEA Board of Governors, 

Australia has supported IAEA managed multilateral fuel 

cycle projects and proposals. 

Australia supports further discussion of this issue in 

appropriate international forums. 

Action 59 Consider becoming party, if they have not yet done so, to the 

Convention on Nuclear Safety, the Convention on Early 

Notification of a Nuclear Accident, the Convention on 

Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological 

Emergency, the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent 

Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 

Management, the International Convention for the 

Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, the Convention 

on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, and to ratify 

its amendment so that it may enter into force at an early 

date. 

Australia is a party to the Convention on Nuclear Safety, the 

Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident, the 

Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident 

or Radiological Emergency, the Joint Convention on the 

Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management, the International 

Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism and the Convention on the Physical Protection of 

Nuclear Material (and has ratified its amendment).  

See also response to action 45. 

Action 60 Promote the sharing of best practices in the area of nuclear 

safety and security, including through dialogue with the 

nuclear industry and the private sector, as appropriate. 

See response to action 48. 

Australia supports and promotes the actions in the IAEA 

Action Plan on Nuclear Safety, which takes forward lessons 

learned from the Fukushima nuclear accident.  
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  The Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety 

Agency participates in the development of IAEA safety 

standards, including senior representation on the Agency’s 

Commission on Safety Standards through the Chief 

Executive Officer of the Agency. With the Australian 

Safeguards and Non-Proliferation Office, the Agency has 

supported the establishment of the IAEA Nuclear Security 

Series by contributing to the development of the 

publications and attending meetings of the Nuclear Security 

Guidance Committee. 

  As the chair of the United Nations Scientific Committee on 

the Effects of Atomic Radiation, the Chief Executive Officer 

of the Agency led the preparation of the Committee’s 

assessment of the health and environmental effects of the 

nuclear accident at Fukushima. 

  In the margins of the IAEA General Conference, Australia 

hosts a Friends of Responsible Uranium Mining activity 

with industry involvement that provides a forum to share 

best practices in uranium mining. 

  The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organization played a leading role in the 2014 Nuclear 

Industry Summit, which brought together leaders of the 

nuclear industry to strengthen efforts in areas including 

cybersecurity and reducing the use of highly enriched 

uranium in the civilian sector. 

  Australia, through the Vienna Group of 10, presented 

working papers on nuclear safety to the 2012 and 2013 

Preparatory Committees and a working paper on “Vienna 

issues” to the 2014 Preparatory Committee, which covers, 

inter alia, nuclear safety issues. 

Action 61 Encourage States concerned, on a voluntary basis, to further 

minimize highly enriched uranium in civilian stocks and use, 

where technically and economically feasible.  

Australia has minimized its possession and use of highly 

enriched uranium through the exclusive use of low-enriched 

uranium for its nuclear research reactor fuel and for targets 

used in the manufacture of medical radioisotopes. The 

country’s success in that regard has demonstrated that there 

is no technical reason for the use of highly enriched uranium 

in radioisotope production. 
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  Australia has also reduced its remaining stocks of highly 

enriched uranium. 

  Australia is sharing its experiences in the use of low-

enriched uranium in research reactors and radioisotope 

production, both bilaterally and by participating in IAEA 

and Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) Nuclear Energy Agency initiatives. In 

June 2014, Australia signed a Ministerial Joint Declaration 

to support the OECD initiatives. 

  Australia, through the Vienna Group of 10, presented a 

working paper on “Vienna issues” to the 2015 Review 

Conference, which covers, inter alia, the issue of the 

minimization of highly enriched uranium. 

Action 62 Transport radioactive materials consistent with relevant 

international standards of safety, security and environmental 

protection, and to continue communication between 

shipping and coastal States for the purpose of confidence-

building and addressing concerns regarding transport safety, 

security and emergency preparedness. 

Australia works to meet the highest standards of safety, 

security and environmental protection in the transport of 

radioactive materials through its stringent regulation of 

nuclear activities, including uranium mining, which takes 

into consideration all IAEA requirements and 

recommendations. 

  Australia also participates in the IAEA Shipping and Coastal 

States Transport Dialogue. 

Action 63 Put in force a civil nuclear liability regime by becoming 

party to relevant international instruments or adopting 

suitable national legislation, based upon the principles 

established by the main pertinent international instruments.  

Australia supports the principles enshrined in the nuclear 

liability conventions adopted in 1997 and 2004: the 1997 

Vienna Convention; the Convention on Supplementary 

Compensation for Nuclear Damage; and the 2004 Protocol 

to the Paris Convention. Australia has signed the Convention 

on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage.  

  At the invitation of the Director General of IAEA, Australia 

chairs the IAEA International Expert Group on Nuclear 

Liability. 

Action 64 The Conference calls upon all States to abide by the decision 

adopted by consensus at the IAEA General Conference on 

18 September 2009 on prohibition of armed attack or threat 

of attack against nuclear installations, during operation or 

under construction. 

Australia abides by the decision. 
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IV.  The Middle East, particularly implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East  

 1.  The Conference reaffirms the importance of the 

resolution on the Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review 

and Extension Conference and recalls the affirmation of its 

goals and objectives by the 2000 Review Conference of the 

Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons. The Conference stresses that the resolution 

remains valid until the goals and objectives are achieved. 

The resolution, which was co-sponsored by the depositary 

States of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 

America), is an essential element of the outcome of the 1995 

Conference and of the basis on which the Treaty was 

indefinitely extended without a vote in 1995. States parties 

renew their resolve to undertake, individually and 

collectively, all necessary measures aimed at its prompt 

implementation. 

Australia continues to support the establishment of a Middle 

East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 

mass destruction, freely arrived at by regional States. The 

Australian Government welcomed the outcome of the 2010 

Review Conference on the 1995 Middle East resolution, and 

will support constructive efforts to progress the 

implementation of a Middle East zone free of weapons of 

mass destruction and their means of delivery. 

Australia affirms its readiness to support efforts towards 

convening a Conference on the establishment of such a zone 

and calls on all relevant States to achieve a constructive 

outcome to those processes. 

Universal membership of and adherence to existing treaties 

and instruments would greatly facilitate the establishment of 

a Middle East zone free of weapons of mass destruction and 

their means of delivery. Australia is contributing to that 

objective through its efforts to achieve universal 

membership of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, the Biological 

Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons 

Convention and its active support for the International Code 

of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation.  

The additional protocol on strengthened IAEA safeguards 

offers Middle East States an important confidence-building 

opportunity. Australia encourages the adoption by all States 

of an additional protocol with IAEA, without delay or 

preconditions. Stronger safeguards are in the interests of all 

countries when they can prevent the emergence of more 

nuclear-weapons-capable States. 

Australia acknowledges the difficulty of achieving 

disarmament and non-proliferation goals without concurrent 

efforts to address the underlying political tensions that drive 

international conflicts. It urges all States parties to work to 

secure a regional political environment that is conducive to 

disarmament, non-proliferation and the creation of a Middle 

East zone free of weapons of mass destruction and their 

means of delivery. 

 2.  The Conference reaffirms its endorsement of the aims 

and objectives of the Middle East peace process, and 

recognizes that efforts in this regard, as well as other efforts, 

contribute to, inter alia, a Middle East zone free of nuclear 

weapons as well as other weapons of mass destruction.  

 3.  The Conference takes note of the reaffirmation at the 

2010 Review Conference by the five nuclear-weapon States 

of their commitment to a full implementation of the 1995 

Resolution on the Middle East. 

 4.  The Conference regrets that little progress has been 
achieved towards the implementation of the 1995 Resolution 
on the Middle East. 

 5.  The Conference recalls the reaffirmation by the 2000 
Review Conference of the importance of Israel’s accession 
to the Treaty and the placement of all its nuclear facilities 
under comprehensive IAEA safeguards. The Conference 
reaffirms the urgency and importance of achieving 
universality of the Treaty. The Conference calls on all States 
in the Middle East that have not yet done so to accede to the 
Treaty as non-nuclear-weapon States so as to achieve its 
universality at an early date. 
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 6.  The Conference stresses the necessity of strict 

adherence by all States parties to their obligations and 

commitments under the Treaty. The Conference urges all 

States in the region to take relevant steps and confidence-

building measures to contribute to the realization of the 

objectives of the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East and 

calls upon all States to refrain from undertaking any 

measures that preclude the achievement of this objective.  

The Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative has 

presented a working paper on the issue to the 2014 

Preparatory Committee. The Initiative working paper 

submitted to the 2015 Review Conference also included the 

issue. 

 7.  The Conference emphasizes the importance of a 

process leading to full implementation of the 1995 

Resolution on the Middle East. To that end, the Conference 

endorses the following practical steps: 

 

   (a)  The Secretary-General of the United Nations and 

the co-sponsors of the 1995 Resolution, in consultation with 

the States of the region, will convene a conference in 2012, 

to be attended by all States of the Middle East, on the 

establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons 

and all other weapons of mass destruction, on the basis of 

arrangements freely arrived at by the States of the region, 

and with the full support and engagement of the nuclear-

weapon States. The 2012 Conference shall take as its terms 

of reference the 1995 Resolution; 

 

   (b)  Appointment by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and the co-sponsors of the 1995 Resolution, 

in consultation with the States of the region, of a facilitator, 

with a mandate to support implementation of the 1995 

Resolution by conducting consultations with the States of 

the region in that regard and undertaking preparations for 

the convening of the 2012 Conference. The facilitator will 

also assist in implementation of follow-on steps agreed by 

the participating regional States at the 2012 Conference. The 

facilitator will report to the 2015 Review Conference and its 

Preparatory Committee meetings; 

 

   (c)  Designation by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and the co-sponsors of the 1995 Resolution, 

in consultation with the States of the region, of a host 

Government for the 2012 Conference; 

 



 

 

 

N
P

T
/C

O
N

F
.2

0
1

5
/1

2
 

1
5

-0
3

9
4

4
 

2
7

/2
8

 

   (d)  Additional steps aimed at supporting the 

implementation of the 1995 Resolution, including that 

IAEA, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons and other relevant international organizations be 

requested to prepare background documentation for the 2012 

Conference regarding modalities for a zone free of nuclear 

weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and their 

delivery systems, taking into account work previously 

undertaken and experience gained; 

 

   (e)  Consideration of all offers aimed at supporting 

the implementation of the 1995 Resolution, including the 

offer of the European Union to host a follow-on seminar to 

that organized in June 2008. 

 

 8.  The Conference emphasizes the requirement of 

maintaining parallel progress, in substance and timing, in 

the process leading to achieving total and complete 

elimination of all weapons of mass destruction in the region, 

nuclear, chemical and biological. 

 

 9.  The Conference reaffirms that all States parties to the 

Treaty, particularly the nuclear-weapon States and the States 

in the region, should continue to report on steps taken to 

implement the 1995 Resolution, through the United Nations 

Secretariat, to the President of the 2015 Review Conference, 

as well as to the Chairperson of the Preparatory Committee 

meetings to be held in advance of that Conference.  

 

 10.  The Conference further recognizes the important role 

played by civil society in contributing to the implementation 

of the 1995 Resolution and encourages all efforts in this 

regard. 
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Other regional issue  

 The Conference strongly urges the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea to fulfil the commitments under the  

Six-Party Talks, including the complete and verifiable 

abandonment of all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear 

programmes in accordance with the September 2005 joint 

statement, and urges the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea to return, at an early date, to the Treaty and to its 

adherence with its IAEA safeguards agreement. The 

Conference also calls on the Democratic People’s Republic 

of Korea and all States parties to fully implement all 

relevant nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament 

obligations. The Conference reaffirms its firm support for 

the Six-Party Talks and remains determined to achieve the 

satisfactory and comprehensive resolution to the issues 

involved through diplomatic means. 

Australia strongly urges the Democratic People’s Republic 

of Korea to fulfil the commitments under the Six-Party 

Talks, including the complete and verifiable abandonment of 

all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programmes in 

accordance with the September 2005 joint statement, and 

urges the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to  return, 

at the earliest date, to the Treaty and to its adherence to its 

IAEA safeguards agreement. 

Australia fully implements all relevant nuclear  

non-proliferation and disarmament obligations, including 

relevant Security Council resolutions. 

The Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative working 

paper submitted to the 2015 Review Conference also 

included the issue. 

 

 

 


