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President: Mr. Hans ENGEN' (Norway) •. 

·2. · The Secretary-.General ba'd realized thatthe.United 
Nations Educational, SCientific anti Cultu:~al Organiza .. 
tion (UNESCO) could tnake ~· v~luable contribution 

·. through edi:t~tional activities and the dissemination of 
information .. Th.ere was no ·doubt that neglect and the 
lack' of te~hrtic!ll 'advice explained why the subject bad 
not been. studted thoroughly and why the necessary . 

· actiqn had bot been taken with regard to soil·conserva-
tion and a:ffqrestation. He agreed with the Secretary- · 
General that · UNESCO could, iti c().;operation. · with·:o 
the. Food and Agriculture Organization of tqe United 

Pt"eSet}t: Nation~ (FAO),·. carry ?U~ educational pr~gr~es· .· 
. The representatives ·of the following c;ountries: Ar~ an_d formulate rat1onal prme1ples for t~e . ~bbza~on of . 

gentina1 Brazil, Canada, China, Czechoslo~a, Do- water resources. The assembly, .co-ordination and 'tue• 
minican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France Greece, change of information, . technical knowledge and experi .. . !.: 
Ip.donesia, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, .Union .. of ence, at the national, regional ·and int~'tnationallevels, . 
Soviet Socialist 'Republics, United Kingdom of Great could be facilitated by the establishtneri.t of committees=:·~--)~ 
Britain and.Northern Ireland, United States of Amer• fot wat~r resot;trce.deve!opment andpf subs~d.iary com- .. /1 

ica, Yu~oslavia. . · · nuttees of regional · hodtes. At the · mtemattonal level, · · 
Observers from the following countries: Bulgaria, the m~!n objectiv:e would. be t9 ensur~ techf!i~al~ co-, . 

Chile· HU:ngacy fostael Philippines Poland Romania. operatm~, through the :re~C!nal econo~1c co~mJGSlons . 
. . · ' ·. · · ,' • . . ~ . · · • ; • ' • · 4 . and. t~e . co.rnpetent .spe~1<tl1zed. agenctes, wtthm the . 

. The representatives of the foltowtng spectabzed agen- .. framewqrk of the techmcal asststance programmes of 
des:. Internationa! ~boU:r OtgaJJisation;, Food ~nd the· United ~ations and specializ.ed agencies. qoV"~tn~ 
A~1culture OrgamzatJOn of the Un1ted Nations; Untted ments had to be assured of the .necessary techmcal a.s-
N ations . Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- !?istance in the fight against. soil erosion and .in the . 
tion ; World Health Organization; World Meteoro- afforestation of Ftdd zones as well as in the financing of 
l()gical Organization.. ~ irrigatiQn programtnes .. Ecuador was already receiving. 

· assistance :frprn· art expert designated by the World 
. AG~NDA ITEM '1_ M. e~eorological Org.: a~.z;ation ·~.WMO) ~.d £. roni another 

lnternational . co-operation with. ·respect to water desig!Jated by the United N attOns. . · .. · ·, · 
. •·esource dev~lopment (E/~32'7 and . Con .. I,· 3. The pr<Jgres,s ofundet--developed cou~trfes d~pended · 
E/L.721, E/L.722, EjL.723) (eontinued) to a great extent on the .. efficient utilization of water, .. 

· · · · · . · . . . resources, par.ticulaPly for. agriculture and industry, the 
1. Mr. BARRIGA (Ecuador) said that, whereas the in .. · . two main branches o( hum~n activity.· Latin ·Amerka 
terirn report .(E/2603 and Corr.l) which the Secretary- was making u:se of only 7 per cent of its water resources. 
General had summitted to the Council at its eighteenth In J:tis own co~tntzy, water resources w.ere a.bundan~ and 
session concerning the , utilization of w:ater resources easily ac<:essible, ·but their utiliz~tion for the production 
had not been very encouraging, the report currently of electric power and for the irrigation of );J,ew 'and 
before the Council (E/2827 and Corr.9 ~howed. that required internationaHtssistance, Experts had esti~ated 
remarkable e:frorts :had been· made and stgndicant prog- that 400,000 hectares between the coast and· the S1erra 
1·ess achieV"ed. It would however be wrong to think . · cauld be irtigat~ without difficulty.. The National Board 
·that the work $o far done.had·been on the·scale envis- o£ Plat1ning and· Econotnic Co~ordination in ~c;uador 
a.ged by the Coundl in its original :iesolution :[ resol~; was ·pteparjng t}l.e fin~ll draft of ,a,.·: fi\Te:Y.ear electdfi-
twn 417 (XIV)] .. The Under-Secretary for EConomic 'catio:t); plan; the thief difficulty appeared to be the lack 
and Social Afflairs had admitted as much in his remarks 0~ capital. . - . · · .. · . . . . 
at the .op~nhig of \the sessio~ (900th me~ting). :The 4.- It w~s clearly urgen~ to adopt art int~grat~d inter..: 
delegatton of. E~uador was very mterested 1n the 1tem, ·natipn. a.l polity for the development. and 111ore effic~ent 
£or the insufficient utilization· ·of water resources was •td h 
undoubted. ly,o. ne of .th .. e. ma. 1·or .Causes·.,·.of. ba~kwardn.ess us.e of .water ·resources;his· d~legatmn wou, t. erefore.· " · suppOrt any proposal · conducl1ge~ to co-ord10at1on and in economic deV"elopment. It· was for that reason that . · 
at. its eighteenth session the Cot.lnQH bad recotnmended · co-operat•on. · ' 
Governments, :natiopal bodles. and international agen- 5. :Mr. ABOU -GABAL ·(Egypt) ·said thatEgypt was 
des to ~o:..ope~ate .in th~ assembly. of hydrologiCal data keenly ~~,,tereste<!ln the d;eyelopment ~f:water resources.: 
and in the exchange and dissemination of such· data. More .than 70. per ~~nt ?.~ t!S· populatlon depe~ded. Jtpon 
There was cu.rrently. under consideration in his o.wn . agnculture fer . tbeJr lrveltbood. ·The contr1butt9t1 of·.· 
country a .schen:-e which pr'ovi~g for·the. establishm~nt .ag~i~f:tlture ,to tlfe total· n~tkmal .. income· of .E~t. was · 
of a m.eteorologu:al artd Jiydrologtcal sernce, and which esUm~ted at some .30 ,t?..er cent ; 1t. ~ccounted fur .9ff per 
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cent of the tqtal volume of..Egypti.an ~ports., In view 
9f the limited "extent of araQk;. ~and, the control and utili-
zation of water was essential for the life .of the country; 
that was why about 40 per cent of. the total development . 
budget for 1955.,56 was applied to hydraulic project~. 
6. With reference to the Secretary-General's . report· 

. (E/2827 and Corr.l), he stressed the need for continued 
perio.dic meetings .. of e~p~rt~, as well ~s for inter..:agency 
meetings among t11e specialized agencres concerned; The 
discussions at the Cottncil's eighteenth session ·.and at 
the periodic inter-agency meetings had shown tha.t .the 
W¥0 was the agen~y competent to assemble · hydr?-
logzcal data and to give assistance to Governments m 
the organization of hydrological services, ~n the training 
of technical personnel and in the procurement of suitable 
equipment. Sufficient financial resources had to be .made 
available to. WMO for that purpose. And yet a reduc-
ti?n of $37,000 was noted in its 1956 budget compared 
~Ith .that for the previous year. Furthermore, ~e total 
appropriation for special activities in 1956 was only 
$6,000 co11:1pared with $48,952 in 1955. . 
7. The report of the Secretary-General singled out 
two problems, the study of which should receive pri-
ority.: defiCiencies in hydrological data and integrated 

. river basin development. As far as the .nrst problem 
was concerned, the assembly of hydrological data could 
not pe properly initiated without a preliminary inquiry . 
into existing hydrological services and into plans for 
their future extension. The report rnade proposals for 
the Middle East and Africa; in particular, it proposed 
the ~entralizatiob. of the pertinent data and information 
through the Bureau of Economic Affairs. The Bureau 
had already begun to analyse available information on 
water resource development in P.Jrica with the object 

·,of-preparing a review of water problems in the general· 
context of economic development in that region. Re-
·garding the other proposals, he $tressed the importance 
. of. consultation ·of. ·interested Governments before any 
action was tak<.!n. As fat as integrated river basin 

. developmen~ was concerned, the Secretary-General sug-
gested that an international conference should be con-
vetted, to provide an opportunity for the examination 
and- exchange, en a w.orld • basis-, of the experience ac-
. quited to date, and in order also to draw the attention 
of . C...overnments, economists and ·administrators con-
. cerned to the importan.ce of the problems .involved, 

. ·especially, it: und~r-de:veloped countries. G~vernments 
had to be ~pven time ~o . study that suggestton and to 
~xrres;; their final dectsion. In order to helo Go-vern~ 
ments to· take their decisions, the Secretariat' should 
"provide, with the assistan~e of international experts, 
a . survey ">f the administrative, economic and socia1 

... pl'oblems invol~ed in integrated ·river basin development. 
8. The exchange of technological experience and ·stud-
ies conc,etning th~ u!ilization of sal~ne water might have 
useful .results, especially for tne under-developed coun- · 
tries. The study envisaged by the.United Nations ·secre-
tariat, with the assistance of UNESCO. should therefore 
be. based.. on the study of· f.he industrial · uses of 
water . which the Secretariat had already circulated to · 
Governments. 

· 9. Su~vey~ and research should be . carried.. out to 
assess the quantity and. quality of sub-soil water, especi- .. 
ally ~ti' the arid ·regions of the under-developed countries 
whose agriculture depended mainly on irrigation. In 
Egypt,. for example, serious considera.tion was being . 

. given to the .P~ssi~ility. of using .• sub~soil water Jor .sup-
plementary trrtgati,on tn the Ntle valley, ~d for the 

development of new lands in the "i;~st western desert. 
There again t\te exchange of technic:1~l information would 
be .of gr~at value; an initial study 6;1:· the problem by the 
Secreta~at · would also' cover an important aspect of 

. the subJec~ of water resource development .. 
10. As the Council was a~king th~ Se.c\etariat every 
:yea~ to . undertak~ new studies rela.tmg to various sub .. 
Jects, hts . delegation. felt that the Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs should be reinforced and given 
th~. necessary means for carrying out .its t~sk. His dele-

- gat10n would support any proposal along those line~. 
11. The Egyptian d~l~gation proposed that operative 
paragraph 4 of the JOint draft resolution (E/L.721) 
should be amended. by the insertion after the words 
"demineralization of saline water"· of the words "and 
the utilization of sub-soil waters", and· by replac~ng the 
words "this pro~lem" by "these problems'',. 
12. Mr. PENTEADO (Brazil) said that he would 
support the joint draft resolution proposed by France 
and the United States (E/L.721), and the Netherlands 
amendment (E/L~722). · · . 
13. Although the ·principle ·underlying the Pakistan. 
draft resolution (EjL.723) was praiseworthy, he had. 
misgi~ings .about some of its provisions, particularly 
those In s_ub-paragraph ··· (a) of the operative part. . 
14. Mr. CHiA (China) said that, through ~e studies 
of all the international bodies concei .<ted with tlie 
development of water resources, it had now become 
clearer how those resources should be used and con-
trolled, The collection of hydrological and meteoro-
logical data was still in its infancy, and while it was 
difficult enough to collect reliable data it was still more 
difficult to interpret natural phenomena without them. 
The Council shot.lld therefore address an urgent appeal 
to t~e Governments of .Member States to make every 
possible effor~ to coll<:ct such ?ata. Si~ilarly, the Council 
should orgamze an mternat10nal conference on water 
resource development. on the same lines as the United 
Nations Scientific Conference on the Conservation and 
Utilization of Resources and the International .. Confer-
ence on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic ·Energy. Such 
a conference would require considerable . preparatory 
work, and it would. have to he decided whether new 
efforts had been made by Governments ·to collect data, 
whether the experts were .provided with the latest aV:ail-
able data and wheth~t, in the opinion of Gqvernments, 
the. conference ·would be appropriate. The Bureau of 
Flood · Ce'ntrol and Water Resources Development of 
the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East 
(ECAFE), as one of the most competent organs of 
the:·· United Nations Secretariat, should be consulted 
oh specific questions relating to the development of 
water resources. · . · . · . 
1_5. C4ina 'had always taken a great interest in ques- 1 

ttons of flood· contr1)l and water resource development. 
The Taiwan, :local topography placed serious difi1culties 

. in the way of flood control and these difficulties had to be 
overcom~•in various ways. Upon the complztion. of cur-

. rent proJects, 2,()()5 hectares of land would be reclaimed 
~nd 102,018 hectares prot~ted from fl()ods.·Various pro'-
Je~ts wer~ unde:- way whtch would provide irrigation ~ 
for almost 20,000 hectares of land. The Government had 
begun to modernize existing irrigation systems. It had 

dra. W!l up a multi-purpose programme. £. or t.he develop·-
men~ of water · r~sources which. would improve flood 1··:.: 

· contrC?l, :irrigation, navigation, the production of hydro-
electric power, wat~r supply, soil ~onservation and publlc .· 
health. The ·most tmoortant ntOJect · was the. Shihmen ~~ 

.---~------- ----------
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· reserv01r prQJect, begun tn July 1955 apd due-for com.:. 
pledon ~n 1.960, The· re~er~oir W()Uld be. 30 squ,are kilo':' . 
metres m area, w.ould Itngate 5~,540 hectares of land 
and increase. rice production by about 69,000 tons, and 

· would· provid6: water for 340,000 people. It would also · 
supply a hy<;fro~lectric plarit with an installed capacity 
of 100,000 lqlowatts. It w.ould serve as a means of com-
munication for the local inhabitants and would be a 

. good breeding ground for fresh-water fish. Plans were 
now being considered for the construction of two more 
da,t.ns to .irrigate 270,000 hectares of land and to supply 

... water for hydroelectric plants generating a total power 
of 270,000 kilowatts. · 
16. The Provincial Government was continuing its re- . 
search to determine the quantity and distribution of un-
, derground . water re3ources. There were about 60(fdeep 
wells. which were of great benefit to agriculture. Re-
search was being carried on in two · laboratories, one 

· in the north and the other in the south. The former was 
· studying the ways in which the rapid ,£low of energy 
from the spillway of a 'dam might be dissipated, the spe-
cial characteristics of alluvial rivers and anti-erosion 
measures. The latter· was concerned .more particularly 
with flood control in the Peikorig River. . 
17; .China was ready to share its experience in the use 
of w~ter resources t~ facilitate a· better unc crstaQding of 
that Important question. · 
18.. His de~eg.ation would support. tJ:e joint draft reso~ 

·lutton prop$)sea by France and the Umted States and the 
Netherlands amendment 'thereto. It shared the serious 
misgivings voiced by certain delegations about the Paki-
stan draft resoh1tion; Pakistan should either amend or 
withdraw the d:3.ft. · · ·· 
19. Mr. SAK3IN (Union of SoviePSocialist Repub-
lics) drew attention .to the great economi~ importance 
of water resource development. Noting the efforts of 
th¥ under-devel~ped countries to deyelop their water 
resources, he said that the USSR was ready to give 

1 them scientific and technical assistance in those endeav-
1 ours, both by ·.making contributions to. the · Expanded 
· Programme of Technical Assistance and by. concluding 

bilateral agreements with interested -countries. Under 
the United Nations technical assistance programmes, 
the USSR had already. afforded Indian experts. an 
opportun~ty t~ acqu.aint themselves wi.tll. yarious, aspects 
of the utilizatiOn of water resources m 1ts terrttory. A 
delegation of Indian experts had visited the USS,R in 
the. summer of ·1the· preceding ye.ar and, in addition to 
studying many other branches of the national economy,· 
had ·examined . the utilization of water resources in the uss;, inc]udi~g the functioning of ~r~igation and hy-
·drauhc engmeermg works, They had, VISited dams, power 
plants, irrigation systems, institutes for the preparation 
of:· plans and the. ~!ai.n;ng o~ _spe~ial.ists for all types of 
work connected. ·w1th. the uttbzatmn of water· .resources. 
Th~r~ could be no · ~oubt that, ~he visit had produced 
positrve results. Durmg the pertod covered by India's 
second F'ive~ Year Plan,, the central Government and · 
the state Governments intended to devote 18 per cent of 
·t~eir total e,.~penditure to irrigation an~ ~ow~r proquc-
hon. Under the plan, the area under 1rr1gatmn. wotJld 
be increased by 21 million acres. · 
20. After taking partictilar. note of those parts· of the 
Secretary-General's report ,(E/2827)· which dealt with 
th~ practical measures directly .connected with the pro-
vil:lion of ass.istance to countries i1,1 the matter. of water 

. resource utilization, he said he. was in favour of expand-
'lng to the utmost that practical side of the Economic . . 

and Social Council's effo;ts to help the under.-developed· 
countries. · · " . . · . · . 
21. The report mentioned certain difficulties which 
had' hampered the· activities envis'aged;· in particular, it 
had not been easy to ·secure the services ~f, qual~fled 
experts and engineers. In that connexioti, he indiriated~·:"c 
that USSR ?rganiza~ions were. ready to help by provid .. 
mg_ the servtc~s of htghly qualified experts. ·The Soviet 
U mon delegatton would-support any' measure that would 
assist the under-.developed countries. in . strengthening .. 
their economie.s and developing their water resources. · 
22. · .He asked that tlie vote ·on the draft resol~tiohs 

· bef~re the Coupcil should be postponed until the fol-
lowlng day as his delegation would·· like to· have time 
to .study the~ more carefully, particularly the· Pakistan 
draft resolutiOn (E/L."7-23). · . · . . . · · 

· 23. Mr. ESCANDE (France) said that the Ftench · 
del.~gation was ready to accept the' Egyptian proposal 
to msert the words ~'and the utilization of . sub-soil 
.waters" after the words "demineralization ·of -saline 
.water" in operative paragraph. 4 of the draft resolution 
,submitted by France aad the United States {E/L.72l), 
and to replace the words "this problem'~ by ''these 
problems". . · 
24: ·The French delegation could not· support th~ Paki- · · 
stan draft resolution (E/L.723). It was. not opposed . 
to the principles which had guided that delegation, but ··.· 
thought that the proposal might raise very delic"' le 
problems of. a practical nature and that it might entail too 
much techmcal work.· · · . . 

25. , His delegation was ready to ~ccept the ;Netherlands . 
~mendmertt (E/L.722) which was prudently drafted 
m ·that it envisaged the· convening of an internatiorl.al 
conference only as a possi.bility. Moreover, such a con-
ference could only be of a technical and. economic nature. 
?6 . .. Mr. MOORE (iCanada) pointed out thatt accord-
·mg to paragraph ·56 of the Secretary-General's report. 
(E/2827), the problems calling for systematic inter-· 
nat!onal ac+.;Qn, and high priorit-1 were firstthe determi- ' 
nation of hydrologic data deficiencies, 'especially in ··· 
under,.~developed ·areas,·. an<J~ · s~ond, the . implications--- · 
economic, sod~i ·artd•administrative--of integrated riv-er 
basin d~velot?,m~nt Th~ ~ollection · of hydrologi~. ·· gata ~ 
and their later mte:t;"pretabon· should 'prgbably be aone 
by a working ·group of the Council/AS.· to the:.second 
study,. it ·~4ouJd be regarde~ as .a long-term project. 
It did ·not therefore seem advi~able for an internatiohal 
~onference t? be co~vened at present.· _The questiou··of 
mtegrated river baslh development raised many com-
plex probletr1s that varied according" to the basitl.. con-
cerned, and they would be difficult to discuss in an 
international assembly:---_-and often eyen ~na regional one. 

· It would be better to leave the countries concerned to 
!legotiate among themselves or to otgardze· any met!t-
mgs and conferences they deemed necessary. ' 
27. T~e C~nad.ian delegation would support the dralt 
resolution subm1tted by ·France and· the United States 
.of America and would abstain. on· the Netherlands 
·amendment to this draft. · · · . ' · · . . . "' . 
28. ·His del~gation ~hanked the · re,preseritative. of Paki- . 
stan for. the mteresttng ·statement which he. had made 
at the 920th meeting: The question of water resource 
dev:el9pment was certainly an urgent. one and technical 
. ass~stance for that purpose should be intensified. It 

. : was to be hoped that Governments· would take adVa.n-
tage of ·the opportunities offered . to them and would 
ask for such techJ.?.ical :;tssistance · w~thin the· fra1lJ,ework 
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of-the technicalassjstance progr'"~tnes. of the United 
N ~tion~ an~ the specialized age.. es. Similarly, coun-
tries .wtth water resource: experts should be encouraged 
to make their ·services availaL to· the under-developed 
areas. 
29. . The prop~sal in the Pakistan ~esolqtion (E/L.723) 
regarding regional training eentres had· already been dis-

' cussed~ iri particular at the meetings of ·the .A~visory 
Commtttee ·of the Colombo Plan, and all countries rec;.. 
ognized the need for. training centres iri the ·areas that 
were being developed. That question was already beini 
studied by various bodies and i_t would be b~tter if the 
Council did not take .any action on the matter.. · 

' . ' ' . . 
30, :With regard to the disputes which had arisen in 
certain areas 'in connexion with ' the use 'of water re.o 
sources, the Canadian delegation.thought that those pro-
lems should be discussed directlr by the. countries . con-
cerned, and. that ·the Council should ·not interlere in . 
questions whir.h were es~entially of a political nature. 
31. · The probl~m of co-ordination played a leading part 
in 'the .use of water resources. Council Resolution. 417 
(XIV) emphasized. the importance of co-ordination, 

.-so dii_:t paragraph .75 of the !Secretary-General's report. 
In continuing tpeir-. consultations with the Secretary-

-General, 'as provided for in operative paragtaph 3 ·of 
the draft resolution· submitted by France and the Unit~d 
States. of America (E/L;721), the sp~cialized· agencies 

.. ·should therefore make eyery effort to achieve such co-
. ordjnation. · , · ' 
,3Z. M:r. LAVALLE (Argentina) praised ~he Secre-

~- taJ.7r9eneral's report:(E/2~27 a~d Co~r.~) an~_t~e co~~ 
clus10ri~ an<;l recpmmendatlQns 1t contatn~d, and satd · 
that' the A.i"ge11tine 'delegation would ·support the draft 
tesolution submitted by Fran~e and the United States 
(E/L.72l). . 
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45: Because watershed management improvement con· 51 .... With regard to securing uniformity in the· writing 
. si$ted in such .latge measure of agricultural -and .. forest · of geograEhical · name$, a. question .. whose implica~ions 
. development work,.. the Fo9d. and Agricu1ture Orgartiza... went far· beyond the field of c3:dography; it se~ed 
tion >Of th~ United Na!ions (F¢\.0) was naturally in... that more prpgr.ess coqld be tnade.d concrete suggest~ons 

. te·rested ... m th~ question, and\ ha~ undertaken the were embodied in ~report to a :subseqtlent. ses.sion; of the 
. .preparation of a -hand. bo.ok. and pro. v1. ded ... for the .e. s_ tab .... ~ . Coun~L .That.· proposal in no way con.templated. t~e 

lishment of :a training centre for ~e Far East~ In the alterattpn 9£ names on t,naps produced for use Wtthtn 
· development of the plans for that training centre~ FAO any country, but' rather a method of standardizing the 

would seek ~he co-operation. of international and regional manner of ·reproduCing t1aose names on world maps put 
· organi~atioll,S an~· of the .Governments concerned.: out by the various countries.. . . 
. 46. Many areas of the wodd needed to improve their 52. Regarding 'the one~n:iilliollth matf of the world, . 
watershed management, and it would ·be useful to estab- · the ;Ca1,1adiati. delegation felt that the greatest drawbaCk 
·lish .sev~ral tegio~al and.national training· centres. There to .the. completion of. that.series.·.of· maps._, was the. too 
was also need for. resear<:h, not. only . .on. the technical . rigid ·.set of specifie&.tions originally adopted urider the · 
.aspects of the ·question. but also on·· the related social, auspices of the International· Geographical Union· and 
economic and .anthropolqgical·.pro,blems ... · · · . ····.. the·Ceritrai·:aureau, International Map of. the World on 

, 47. ·Governments sho~ld work energetically. on water- the . Mill~onth. Scale; the. onlr way by whic~· that desir\1., • 

shed improvement programmes with the assistance of able senes of .maps ccmld . be C01J?pleted, 1n the f~:re~ 
the· competent sp.ecia:lized agencies. · · se~fble futur~ wo.uld· be by adopting a more flextble · 
.ko Th. PR"1'<:JDENT · ·1. .th th . h . sene~. of specifications. . .. . · .. . ; ". . .. 
'10· e ,•.-..,...;• . , m comp t,ance w1 .e WtS 53 ·Th · · ·• ..... ·f 4-t. ·d ft · 1 f h. db · expressed .by certain representatives

1 
proposed that the . · . ~. · e rp.atn pomJs_o "J.~ ra. · r:so Uton. · a. . ee_n · 

·vote on the different .draft resolutions should . be post- . dt$cussed. at the UJ.?-ttea N attons Regmnal Cartographic . 
· poned· until the ne:x:t day. · · · Con~erence ~or. Asta. and~ the Far East,~ he1~ at ¥us-

. . . . . · . . · · · soone, at whtch the,Canadtan r.epresentattve h~d pomted 
It was so ~decided. out to the under-developed .countries the itnportance of 

· · cartography in resources · development* It was· to be 
AGENDA·.JTEM 6 qoped that at the next conference; the representati:ves 

Inte:rnatiunal co .. opei·ation . on cartography e (E/ · of 'the under-develop~d countries would be better in--. · 
· 2!)23 and Corr.I, E/2823/Add;,l and 2, EjL. 7'17 · £otmeq on the uses ·of cartography in tJ:te development· 
· and Add.l). (concluded)* · · of resources. and .that the discussion~ and exchange · 

of: information (it th~t·conferen.ce· would .. yield Jruitful 
Mr. HtJ;san (Pakistan)~ Vice-Pres'ident1.took t~e c~air. results. He took the oppor,tunity to thankthe Japav.ese 

49. Mr. :M:ACKAY (Canada), introduCing the Gove1inment for it:; invitation to ho1cl the cot:tference in 
draft · J;esolutiqn ' submitted by Canada and Ecuador Tokyo. · . . · · · . · · · · 
'(E/L-717.) ,-said that the~t}lree· objeetivesit was designed . 54. The sponsors of the. draft ·resolution had. en<ieav-

.. to achieye were: to assist and encourage the production our~d not to bind t~~e Secretariat too strictly in the 
of base maps to be used in the location and exploitation 111atte~ ~f pr9cedur~ ; jn _particula1·, the vossibili~ Qf 
of natural resources in unde,.--developed ateas; to fur- .estabhshmg a ce;utrat advtsqry board, ~ recommended 
ther the establishment. o£ a uniform system. of writing . by the Mussoorie;Conference, w~s by no means ruled out .. 

. geographicaf names·; and to produce ·a u,niversally at .. · · He thought;· however, that it would be premature to 
. ceptable set of, specifications for the one .. millionth . map · set ttp srich a board befor~ the regional cartographic . 
of· the world, , . " · . · . . .- organizations had aCtually begun to ftt!lctiori.; mean.. · 
· · · · · while the Secretariat ·would be·. able to co-ordinate the 
50. The Canadian delegation believed that the first. work, in 'consultation with experts and the ~~ting 
.objective was, ·from an ·economic· point of view, ·the · · tifi · · f · · 
·most important~ Comparatively recent technical itnprove- scten c orga~uza lons. · ·· · . . · · . 
:ments· in methods and equipment in the cartographic 55. · The purpose o£ operative paragraph' S of the clraft 
field had lessened the cost and sp.eeded up the production . resoluti()n ·was .. simply to seek the ~a-operation of Gov-
of maps. :Knowledge of those methods shoula. be made ernments. J it seemed fitting tbat ·the United Nations 
av~lab1e to countries where .lack of adequate maps was should ·emphasiz~ the value of international ¢a-operation . 
holding· up the development of resources; that w~s the. , o~ cartography;, since maps were es~e~tiat· for the · 
purpose of.o~ra.tiv.e paragraph 2 of the draft· resolution. · development~ conservation and. administration of the 
·Paragraph 3 dealt w:ith the establishment of cartographic resources· of eyery country. . . . . 

·committees whiCh would facilitate the work ofcountries 56 .. Hepoint~doutthatin pat:agraph 4.(b)~ the words 
Whose economic development COuld be. accelerated . if "the. draft", ·should replace the. WordS tcltS .dtaftu. · •. 
they possessed. adequate maps. The ·Economic .Com~ S7 . . Mr~ BARRIGA (lkU;ador} recalled that .at the 0 

·mission for Asia andthe Far East (ECAFE) repre:- . 914th meeting the E~uadorian delegation had stateq ~'· .. 
sented · one region itt which . there . was · no inter- that it would sup· port an.:Y .proposal teitd. ing·· ·· to. dev:e. lop· ~ :( 
governmep.tal organization dealing . with cartography, 
although in other regions certain organizations; suet. as intern~tional co-?Pet:B:tion in .the field . of cartogra~~y~ 
the Pan.oAmerican· Institute of Geogtaphy and History f'he dtfferent pmnt~ 1t. had then ma~e ~ere etnbodted ... 
and the Scientific·coundl for Africa South of the .Sahara, . ltl th~ draft resolubon pefor~ the Coun~tl (E/L~717),. · . 
. were already working on the question. Tlie Cartographic; ,r .j As co-spopsor, the Ecuadorian . delegatiOn ~~~ed. t~at . 
Section of' the,· Se~retari.~t could act as a clearing-house· , the <:;ount1,l would be able to:a~?Pt the dra~t lesolutton 
for informatio~. O.i,,the 1atest pro~ress in ~artographic . unant~ously. . . . . ·. . . . . ,.~. . . . ·~ . • . . 
m~thods; th~~ ;Is, 1t. could supply}nfortnati~p. .to ~oun- 58. . Str. Alec ~NDA~L (Untted K!pgdom) ~ru.d that 
t;r1es . on .. request as to publications containmg ·such he would vote for the dra£t resolution submttted by 
'info;mation·~ · ~- ~ · :. · . · ·· ·. ·. · · .. ~anada an~ Ecuador ~sjnce·his ~~ver~ent was keenly . 
·. . · · · .. . ' . . .... , : ···' · Interested 111 the wori~ accompltshed 1n the very Un""·· 
· . .e: ~e,sumed front ·the 914th r~eeting. . ~. ·, portant fiel~ of. cartography •. · , 

' .· 
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59. All the reports showed that the lVIussoorie Con .. 
ference had yielded fruitful results, and his delegation 
wa~ in. favour of holding a second regional conference 
at Tokyo, in conformity with operati:ve paragraph 6 
of the draft. resolution, although he could not at present 
promise that his ·Government would be ~epresented 
there. It also supported operative paragraph 3 · in its 
present form because it thought that regional inter .. 
governmental organizations should be established before 
a central advisory board was set up in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Mussoorie Conference. · . 
60. Operative · paragraph 4 dealt with very technical 

· questions on which the Secretary-General should con.,. 
suit with· experts as well as interested organizations. 
\iVith particular reference to the writing of geographi-
cal names, his delegation attached great importance to 
the following four points : firstly, the place names used ·. 
inside States had first to be standardized by the States· 
themselves ' before international. standardization could 
be contemplated; secondly, any international system 
should use the Roman alphabet;, thi~dly,. the standardiza-
tion should be based on orthography rather than pro-

·nunciation ; lastly, it would be advisable to provide that 
certain conventional transcriptions should co11;tinue to 
be used, although they should be reduced to a minimum. 
61. With reference to the one-millionth map of the 
world, his delegation recognized that a large part of the · 
world's surface was already covered by tnaps made on 
the basis of current specifications, but it thought .that.· 
in the long run countries would more easily 111P.intain · 

. the· maps of their own territory up to date if the specifi-
. cations o£ the world map were made the san:te as those 

of the World Aeronautical fChart of .the International 
Civil Ayia,t,i9n Organization . (l~AO), at least as con-
cerned sheet layout and projection. · · 
~2; Mr. PEDERSEN (United States of America) said 
he would· vote in favour of , the draft resolution 
(·E/L.717), which indieated ·the principal steps to be 
taken to carry out the recommendations of the United 
Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and. 
the Far East., It was generally recognized that the Con-
ference had· served a useful purpose by permitting· an 
exchange of -views on the cartographic problems of Asia. 
where much remained to be done. The United States 
delegation supported the recommendation that a second · 
conference should be held, for it felt that it wd);lld like-
wise. produce excellen~ results. The. Secr~tary~eneral 
should, however, be gtven some lat1tude 1n ;{bang the 
date of~the conference, in case the programme o~ meetings 
should be too crowded in 1958. The support given by the 
United States delegation to the conference was without 
prejudice to its position on budgetary levels when the 
1958 \budget estimates came to be. considered. , 
63·. The United States delegation also supported _the 
recommendation in operatiye· paragraph 3 of the draft 
resQlution on the establishntent of cartographic commit-
tees. Since regiohat ·cartographic organizations already 
existed in Lati~ America and in Europe, it felt that 
paragraph. 3 was· primarily aitned at protnoting . the 

· development of cartographic work among the members 
of ECAFE. He did not believe it appropriate to estab-
lish· a central advisory board at present, since the Secre-
tariat's Cartographic Section was already doing· .excellent 
work,. and the Secr~tary-General could consult ~xperts · 
whenever he deemed it necessary. The regiona.I economic · 
commissions should therefore be left to carry· out the 

. provisions of paragraph 3 as t~ey thought best, and it 
was to be hoped that the delegations which had favoured 

the establishment of an advisory board would not. insist 
upon it. · . . ~ .. . . · · 
64. From the. point of view of ·technical assi'Stance, 
it was clear that any c~rtographic work to be d.one by 
the regional econ.c1ii:iic commissions should be accom-
plished wit~ ~he. fc.uds . a:J!eady at their disposal, and 
should be hmtted to th1e exchange. of. data·~.and to re-
search. Practical services should be rendered within the · 
framework .of th~ technical assistance programme. of the 
Ut1ited Nations. The United States delt~gation approved 
the recommendation on that subject in op~rative para .. 
graph 2~ .· · . · · · · 
65. While complete uniformity could not be achieved 
. in the wri.t~rig of geog~aphical names, it . was"'fieverthe-
less desirable to e~tablish a much m9r(:fltntform system 
than the present one. He therefore supported the rec-
ommendation on· that point in operative .paragraph .4 
(a), in connexion with which the United States Gov-
ernment was prepared to give the Secretary-General 
every assistance. The same uniformity was desirable 
for the map of the world on the millionth scale; but 
great flexibility was necessary in order to achieve the 
aims in view. The United States delegation recognized 
the need to maintain both the IOAO World Aeronauti-
cal Chart series and the Map ()f the World on the Mil-
lionth Scale series, and that .specifications for the map 
of the .world on the millionth .scale, should· allow neces-
sary flexibility, while maintaining· uniformity on· some 
important p.oints, such as publicat~on. and sheet layout. 
66. He did not feel that it was absolutely necessary to 
invite Governments to comment ~gain on the proposals 
and recommenda#ons mentioned in sub-paragraphs 4 
(a) and (b) . . In view· of the importance of. the con-
sultations which had been held and of . the copious· in .. 

· formation already available ort the· opinions .of Govern-
ments on that ·.subject, it ·might be sufficient· ·if the. 
Secretary .. Genera\ were 'to report directly to the Coun.:. ·. 
cil at a subsequent session. However, the United States 
delegation would not . oppose . the ·. adoption of that 
proposal. · 
. 67. · Mr. Ij.AiUCK (France) said that he ·too would 
vote in favour of the draft resolution. He thought it 
·would be a good thing to organize a second cartographic 
conference and to authorize~ the regional economic com-
missions to establish cartographic committees with th~ · 
assistance of the Governments con~erned. It was also 
desirable to draw the attention of :Governments to the 

. possibilities of requesting as~istance in the field of car-
tography under the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance. · · 
68. The French deleg~tion~ which was in favour of 
the establishment of a central advisory board, ·noted 

. with satisfi}ction' that,. according. to the sponsors, of the 
draft resolution, ·such a possibility was not ruled · out. 
It believed that ·sooner or later steps· would have to be 
taken in that direction.. ' ·. . . · · 
69. Mr .. ABOU.-GABAL (Egypt) said'he would vote 
in favour of the draft resolutidn, althdugh ·that did not 
necessarily. mean that Egypt would accept an invitation 
to the conference. to· take place at Tokyo. . · . · , 
70.. The Egyptian delegation· did . not think earto-
graphic committees or regional cartographic .organiza-
tions should be set up without co11:fulting the Govern-
ments concerned. . · . · · · · . . 
71. Mr. S.UWASTOJO (Indonesia). thdught th~t 
~artography was an important q~estion for the undeJ."-
developed countries, and tliat the proposed e~dea:vo1.1r 



922nd Meeting-2 May 1956 131 

\ to cu-ordin.ate the present cartographic worlc was to. be •. clature should be chang~d; cities should be represented 
encouraged. The Indonesian delegation would therefore in accordance with the number of inhabitants and not. 

,., vote in favour of the draft resolution, · the area covered, but a combination of the two -~-specifi .. 
~ · · · · . cations was. possible. The present dimensions of the 72. Mr. TSAO (China) said that he too would vote .· sheets were such that onesheet might cover areas be-
~· in favour of the draft' resolution, which. covered the longing to two or three different countries~ in· which 

main points . that ·the Chinese delegation had made · . ca:se the country with the largest area should }?e respon-
~· during the general ~scu~sion. . , sible for the product~on of the sheet. 
'1 73. The question of setting up regional . cartographic 78. Mr. SAKSIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-.. 
· · organizations and a ~entral advisory board should be lies) recalled that the Soviet delegation had already. 
;~included in t}).e provisional agenda which the S~cretary- m~de its position clear at the nineteenth sessio~ ofthe 

General was requested to prepare ·under parag:~;aph 6. Council; it would therefore vote in favour of the draft 
~t The ·matter should be carefully studied in order to pro- resolution as· a whole, with the exception of two phrases 

vide the Governments . and specialized agencies con- which it would like to have put to the vote separately : 
~ cerned with fuller information on the nature .and pos- the phrase Hand on means for completion of the one-
+ sible role of those organs. .. . millionth map of t)J.e world"' in the. last paragraph of 

74. Mr. DE MEIRA .PENNA (Brazil) said· that he the preamble; and the phrase "b~aring in mind the need· 
~would support tpe draft resolution. He particularly ap:-:- to maintain both the ICAO World Aeronautical Chart·\ 
. proved the provisions of paragraph 3, which were fie~- series and the International Map of the World' on the 

't. ible enough to be applied to all regions, and of para- 'Millionth :Scale series" in operative paragraph 4 (b). 
.. graph 4 (a) which might enable the Secretary ... General, 79. The PRESIDENT put to the vote the last phras~ 
' . when drafting a programme, to take practical .. steps for of the preamble of the draft resolution, "and on means 
~ the solution o.f the important question of the writing for completion of the .pne-'-millionth map of the world". 
· of geographical names. ·· . , , 
r~J> · . . · · . . . t' , It was decided to retain that .phrase by 16 votes to 

75. · Mr. STIKKER (Netherlands) ·said that the none, with 2 abstentions. · · 
~ Netherhinds delegation was among. those which would 

have ·bedn in favour of the establishment of a regiona1 80. The PRESIDENT put to the vote· the phrase 
~ advisory board. In view of the explanations given by ''bearing in mind the need tO' maintain both the ICAO · 
· the Canadian representative on that subject, he was, . ·World Aeronautical Chart'series and the International 
~ however, prepared to vote in favour of the draft.t•eso- Map of the World on the Millionth Scale series"· in. 
~ lution. 1 operative paragraph· 4 (b) . 
.. 76. Mr. B'OZOVIC (Yugoslavia) said that heap- It was decided to retain tfi~t phrase by 15 votes to 

proved the provisions of the draft resolution as a whole · . none, with 3 abstentions. . · · . , · · . 
.. and would vote in favour of it. 81. ·The P~ESIDENT putiti~~::~ vote ~he draft reso:.. 

77. As regards the writing ~ t geographical names, lution (E/L.717} as a. whole, after havmg dt•awn the. 
t-. however, he thought that the L!'C.'ld should be towards . attention .of the Council to the fin~cial .implications · 
r~J a standardization based on the ~"Jronunciation of top.o- . (EfL.717 / Add.1). · ' .· . . 
i· nyms, rather than on their speting. As · regards the · The draft resolution was adopted unanimously. · 
. specifications of the map of C. c world on the millionth 
t~ scale,· neither the dimension of the sheets nor the nonien-

; Printed in U.S.A. 

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m, 
. . 
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