¥

ONS 9220 Mesting.
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL ' Wodnesday, 2 May 1956,
9/ Twenty-first Session . -~ Y e 255 pan
#.. 'DFFICIAL BECORDS . .. @ ' NEWYORK

pa— -

ars oy
"

had been prepared with the co-operation of United
Nations experts, .~~~ .
2. The Secretary-General had realized that the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultuyal Organiza~
tion (UNESCO]) could make a valuable contribution
- through educational activities and the dissemination of
information. There was no doubt that neglect and the -
- lack of technical advice explained why the subject had
not been studied thoroughly and why the necessary
“action had noet been taken with regard to soil ‘conserva~
o B - tion and afforestation. He agreed with the Seécretary-
R e ... (zeneral that TUNESCO  could, in co-operation with:
T o+ - the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Presep¢: '~ . .°  Nations (FAO), carry. out educational programmes .
. The representatives of the following countries: Ar-  and formulate rational principles for the utilization of
gentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Czechnslovakia, Do-  water resources. The assembly, co-ordination and ex-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Greece,  change of information, technical knowledge and experi- .
Indonésia, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Union of ence, at the national, regional and intérnational levels,
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great  could be facilitated by the establishment of committees™
Britain and .Northern Ireland, United States of Amer-  for water resource development and of subsidiary com- /
ica, Yugoslavia, . +.  ~_ mittees of regional bodies. At the international level, '
o o the ‘'main objective would be to ensure technical co- .
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“Observers from the following‘ “'countr‘ieé: Bulgaria, -

Chile, Hungary, Israel, Philippines, Poland, Romania.
The representatives of the following specialized agen-
ciest International Labour Oiganisation; Food and

- Agriculture Organization of the United Nations ; United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-

tion; World Health Organization; World Meieoro-
{logica‘l Organization.. - - «

| "fAGENDA"I_T'EM - S
. International co-operation with ‘respect to water

~E/L.721, B/L.722, E/L.723) (continued) -

~ resource development (E/2827 and Corr.l,-

1, Mr. BARRIGA (Ecuador) said that, whereas the in-

terim report (E/2603 and Corr.1) which the Secretary-
Genetal had summitted to the Council at its eighteenth

‘session concerning the utilization of water resources .

had not been very encouraging, the report currently
before the Council (E/2827 and Corr.l) showed that

remarkable efforts had been made and significant prog-
ress achieved. It would however be wrong to think ~

that the work so far done had been on the-scale envis-

aged by the Council in its original vesolution [resolu-
tion 417 (XIV)]. The Under-Secretary for Economic
and Social Affairs had admitted as much in his remarks

at the opening of the session (900th meeting). The

delegation of Ecuador was very interested in the iteca,

for the insufficient utilization of water resources was
undoubtedly one of the major causes of bagkwardness

in" economic development. It was for that reason that

at its eighteenth session the Council had recommended

Governments, national bodies.and international agen-
cies to co-operate in the assembly of hydrological data
and in thé exchange and dissemination of such data.
There was currently. under consideration in his own
country a scheme which provided for-the establishment
of a meteorplogical and hydrological service, and which

. Meteorolagical

3. The progress of under-develc , _
+ to a great extent on the efficient utilization of ‘water..
- . résources, particularly for agriculture and industry, the

- two main branches of human activity, Latin America

- of capital.

operation. through' the regional economic commissions

.and the competent specialized agencies, within the.
- framework of the technical assistance programmes of
- the United Nations and specialized agencies. Govern- -

‘ments had to be assured of the necessary technical as-

sistance in the fight against soil erosion and in the

. ‘afforestation of arid zones as well as in the financing of

irrigation programmes. Ecaador was already receiving, -
assistance from an expert designated by the World

10 5aﬁizatibn (WMO) and from another -
designated by the United Nations. ~ + = . .

&d cotntries depended

was making use of only 7 per cent of its water resources.
In his own country, water resources were abundant and

easily accessible, but their utilization for the productién
of electric power and for the irrigation of new land
- required intertiational assistance, Experts had estimated

that 400,000 hectares between the coast and the Sierra
could be irrigated without difficulty. The National Board
of Planning and Economic Co-ordination in Ecuador

wag preparing the final draft of a'five-year electrifi-

cation plan; the chief difficulty appeared to be the lack

4, It was clearly urgent to adopt an integrated inter:

~national policy for the development and more efficient
 use of water resources; his delegation would therefore
" support any proposal - conducive’ to co-ordination and
. co-pperation, A ' S ‘

5. Mr, ABOU-GABAL (Egypi) said that Bgypt was
keenly irterested in the development of water resources.”

- More than 70 per cent of its population depended yupon

-agriculture for their livelihood. -The contribution of -
_agriculture 1o the total mational income of E
‘estimated at some 30 per cent; it accounted for 90 per

t was

.. . E/SReR
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“cent of the total volume of Egyptian exports.-In view

of the limited extent of arabic jand, the control and utili-
zation of water was essential for the life.of the country;

that was why about 40 per cent of the total development -

- budget for 1955-56 was applied to hydraulic projects.

" 6. With reference to the Secretary-General’s report
. (E/2827 and Corr.1), he stressed the need for continued

periodic meetings of experts, as well as for inter-agency
meetings among {ne specialized agencies concerned. The
. discussions at the Council’s éighteenth session-and at
the periodic inter-agency meetings had shown that the
WMO was the agency competent to assemble hydro-

logical data and to give assistance to Governments in

the organization of hydrological services, in the training
of technical personnel and in the procurement of suitable
- equipment. Sufficient financial resources had to be made
available to. WMO for that purpose, And yet a reduc-
tion of $37,000 was noted in its 1956 budget compared
*with that for the previous year, Furthermore, the total
appropriation for special activities in 1956 was only
$6,000 compared with $48,952 in 1955. ,

7. The report of the Secretary-General singled out
two problems, the study of which should receive pri-
~ority: deficiencies in hydrological data and integrated
. river basin development, As far as the first problem
- was coricerned, the assembly of hydrological data could

"not be properly initiated without a preliminary inquiry.

into existing hydrological services and into plans for
their future extension. The report inade proposals for
the Middle East and Africa; in particular, it proposed
the centralization of the pertinent data and information
through the Bureau of Economic Affairs. The Bireau

had already begun to analyse available information on
‘water resource development in Africa with the object
~.of preparing a review of water problems in the geneéral

‘context of economic development in that region. Re-
“garding the other proposals, he stressed the importance
of censultation of interested Governments before any
action was taken. As far as integrated river basin

- . development was concerned, the Secretary-General sug- -

gested that an internationai conferénce should be con-
vened, to provide an opportunity for the examination

and exchange, on a world*basis, of the experience ac-

quired to date, and in order also to draw the attenti~n

of 'Governments, economists and -administrators con-

~ cerned to the importance of the problems invoived,
- ‘especially in under-developed countries. Governments

had to be given time to study that suggestion and to
express their final decision. In order to help Govern-

" ‘ments to take their decisions, the Secretariat should
“provide, with the assistance of international 'experts,
a survey of the administrative, economic and social

_problems invelved in integrated river basin development.

'B. The exchange of technological experience and stud-

ies concerning the utilization of saline water might have
useful results, especially for the under-developed coun-

- tries. The study envisaged by the United Nations Secre-
tariat, with the assistance of UNESCO, should therefore
‘be based. on the study of the industrial ‘uses of

~water which the Secretariat had already circulated to -

‘Governments, - - -

‘9. Surveys and research should be : carried out to

~ assess the quantity and. quality of sub-soil water, especi- -

. ally in the arid regions of the under-developed countries

~whose agriculture 'depended mainly on irrigation. In
- Egypt,. for example, serious consideration was being
* given to the possibility of using sub-soil water for sup-

. plementary irrigation in the Nile valley, and for the

) dévelopmqnt of néw lands in the vast Westernfdfes,ert.
~ There again the exchange of technical information would

be of great value; an initial study of the problem by the

- Secretariat’ would also’ cover an important aspect of
_ the subject of water resource development. -

10. As the Council was asking the Secretariat every
year *o undertake new studies relating to various sub-
jects, his delegation felt that the Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs should be reinforced and given
the necessary means for carrying out its task. His dele-

 gation would support any proposal along those lines.

11. The Egyptian delegation proposed that operative
paragraph 4 of the joint draft resolution (E/L.721)
should be amended by the insertion after the words
“demineralization of saline water” of the words “and

- the utilization of sub-soil waters”, and by replacing the

words *this problem” by “these problems”.

. 12, Mr. PENTEADO (Brazil) said that he would

support the joint draft resolution proposed by France
and the United States (E/L.721), and the Netherlands
amendment (E/L.722). , o »
13. Although the principle ‘underlying the Pakistan
draft resolution (E/L.723) was praiseworthy, he had
misgivings about some of its provisions, particularly
those in sub-paragraph’ (@) of the operative part.

14. Mr. CHA (China) said that, through the studies
of all the international bodies concei.ied with tlie
development of water resources, it had now become
clearer how those resources should be used and con-
trolled, The collection of hydrological and meteoro-
logical data was still in its infancy; and while it was

- difficult enough to collect reliable data it was still more

difficult to interpret natural phenomena without them.
The Council should therefore address an urgent appeal
to the Governments of Member States to make every
possible effort to collect such data. Similarly, the Council
should organize an iuternational conference on water

‘resource development on the same lines as the United

Nations Scientific Conference on the Conservation and

- Utilization of Resources and the International Confer-
~ence on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. Such

a conference would require considerable . preparatory.
work, and it would have to he decided whether new

~efforts had been made by Governments to collect data,

whether the experts were provided with the latest avail-
able data and whether, in the opinion of Governments,

- the conference would be appropriate. The Bureau. of

Flood Control and Water Resources Development of

- the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East
- (ECAFE), as one of the most competent organs of

the. - United Nations Secregariat, should be consulted
on specific questions relating to the development of
water resources. ‘' : o R '

15. “China had always taken a great interest in ques-
tions of flood' control and water resource development.

-The Taiwan, local topography placed serious difficulties
-in the way of flood conirol and these difficulties had to be

overcometin various ways. Upon the completion of cur-

‘rent projects, 2,005 hectares of land would be reclaimed
- and 102,018 hectares protected from floods. Various pro- -

jects were unde- way which wotld provide irrigation

- for almost 20,000 hectares of land. The Government had
begun to modernize existing irrigation systems. It had
‘drawn up a multi-purpose programme for the develop-
‘ment of water resources which. would improve flood
" control, irrigation, navigation, the production of hydro-

electric power, water supply, soil conservation and public -
health, The most important project: was the Shihmen
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T reserv01r prOJect begun in July 1955 and due for com=

- pletion in 1960, The reservoir would be 30 square kilo-
~ metres in area, would irrigate 54,540 hectares of land
and increase rice production by about 69,000 tons, and
" would provide water for 340,000 people. Tt would also

supply a hydroelectric plant Wlth an installed capacity

- of 100,000 kilowatts. It would serve as a means of com- -
_ mumcatlon for the local inhabitants and would be a
good breeding ground for fresh-water fish, Plans were
now being considered for the construction of two more -
dams to irrigate 270,000 hectares of land and to supply .

~ water for hy'droelectrlc plants generatmg a total pOWer
of 270,000 kilowatts, v |

16.  The Provincial Government was contmumg its re~ -
search to determine the quantity and distribution of un~
.derground water resources. There were about 600 deep. -

wells which were of great Dbenefit to agriculture. Re-

. search was being carried on in two " laboratories, one
in the north and the other in the south. The former was -

- studying the ways in which the rapid flow of energy

from the spillway of a'dam mlght be dissipated, the spe- -

cial characteristics of alluyial rivers and anti-erosion

measures. The lattér was concerned more partrcu]arly'

with flood control in the Peikong Rn/er

'17. China was ready to share its experience in the use
‘of water resources to facilitate a better und erstandmg of

‘that important question.

18.  His delegation would support the joint draft reso-
lution propnsed by France and the United States and the
Netherlands amendment thereto. It shared the scrious

misgivings voiced by certain delegations about the Paki- -
stan draft reso(utmn Paklstan should elther amend or

Wlthdraw the d-aft.

19. Mr. SAKSIN (Unlon of Soviet 'Soclahst Repuh— |

lics) drew attention to thé great economic importance

of water resource development. Noting the efforts of

thg under-developed countries to develop their water
resources, he said that the USSR was ready to give
them scientific and technical assistance in those endeav-
ours, both by making contributions to the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance and by concluding

bilateral agreements with interested countries., Under -

the United Nations' technical assistanceé programmes,
- the USSR had already afforded Indian experts. an
* opportunity to acquaint themselves Wlth variouis aspects
. of the utilization of water resources in its territory. A
& delegation of Indian experts had visited the USSR in

the summer of the preceding year and, in addition to
_studying many other branches of the natlonal economy,
had ‘examined -the utilization of water resources in the .
USSR, including the functioning of irrigation and hy-

‘ fdraulrc engineering works, They had visited dams, power
plants, irrigation systems, institutes for the preparation
of plans and the trairing of specialists for all types of
work connected with. the utilization of water resources.
" There could be no doubt that the visit had produced

positive results. During the périod covered by India’s
second Five-Year Plan, the central Government and

the state Governments intended to devote 18 per cent of
“-their total expenditure to irrigation and power produc-

tion. Under the plan, the area under rrngatlon wouldv

‘be increased by 21 million acrés.

Secretary-General’s report (E/2827) which dealt with

~'the practical measures du‘ectly connected with the pro-

vision of assistance to countries in the matter of watet

“resource utilization, he said he. was in favour of expand-
ing to the utl’l’lOSt that practlcal side of the Ewnonuc

and Social Councll’s efforts to help the under~developed

countries. =

21. The report mentloned certam dlfﬁcultles whxch

had hampered the activities envisaged; in partlcular, it
had not been easy to secure the services of qualified
experts and engmeers In that connexion, he indicated ™
that USSR organizations were ready to help by provid-

~ ing the services of highly qualified experts. -‘The Soviet ?‘

Union delegation would-support any measure that would:
assist the under-developed cotntries in strengthening -

~ their economies and developmg their water resources. -

22" He asked that the vote on the draft resolutions
“before the Council should be postponed until the fol-

lowing day as his delegation would like to have time -

-~ to study them more carefully, partlcularly the Paklstan B
 draft resolutlon (E/L.723). e :

23. Mr. ESCANDE (France) said that the French
'delegation was ready to accept the Egyptian proposal

to ‘insert the words “and the utilization of -sub-soil 5

waters” after the words. “demineralization -of ~saline.

water” in operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution
submitted by France and the United States (E/L.721),

and to replace the Words “thls problem” by “these g

problems”.

~ 24. The French de‘legatron could not support the Pakl-» .

stan draft resolution (E/L.723). It was not opposed.
to the principles which had guided that delegation, but -
thought that the proposal might raise very delic-te =

- problems of a practical nature and that it mlght entall too =

much technical work. - : e
25. His delegatlon was ready to accept the Nether]ands

- amendment (E/L.722) which was prudently drafted
“in that it envisaged the convening of an international
. conference only as a possibility. Moreover, such a con-

ference could only be of a technical and economic nature..
26. Mr. MOORE (|Canada) pomted out that, accord-

ing to paragraph 56 of the Secretary—General’s report;,‘*‘
(E/2827), the problems calling for systematic inter-
_ national acton and high priority were first the determi- -

nation of nydrologic data deficiencies, especially in

under-&developed areas, and, second, the unphcatlons_ S
- economic, social and: adm1mstrat1ve——of integrated river
~ basin development The collection of hydrolegic data

and their later. interpretation should ‘probably be done
by a WOrkmg group of the Council.’As to the.second
study,. it “should be regarded as a long-term project..

Tt did not therefore seem advis ,able for an international

conference to be convened at present. The question of

‘integrated river basin development raised many com-
- plex problems that varied according to the basin.con-

cerned, and they would. be difficult to discuss in an
mternatlonal assembly—and often even in a regional one. -

STt Would be better to leave the countrles concerned to
v negotlate among themselves or to organize any meet-»“
ings and conferences they deemed necessary.

27. 'The Canadian delegation would support the ‘draft |
resolution submitted by France and the United States

of America and would abstam on’ the N etherlands :
amendment to this draft. ‘

28, His delegatxon thanked the representatlve of Pakl- B

: - stan for the interesting statement which he. had made
20. After taking particular note of those parts of the

at the 920th meeting. The question of water resouice
development was certainly an urgent one and technical

-assistance for that purpose should be intensified. It
. 'was to be hoped that Governments wotild take advan~

tage of ‘the opportunitiés offéred to them and would

~ask for such techmcal assxstance w;thm the framework
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of -the technical assistance progr-mmes of the United
- Nations and the specialized age:. ‘es. Similarly, coun-
~ tries with water resource experts should be encouraged
~ to make their services availal. to the under-developed
areas. AR L R

29, The proposal in the Pakistan resolution (E/L.723)
- regarding regional training centres had already been dia~-

~~cussed, in particular at the meetings of the Advisory

. should therefore make
‘ordjnation. - Lo

Committee of the Colombo Plan, and all countries rec-
 ognized the need for training centres in the areas that
- were being developed. That question was already being -
studied by various bodies and it would be better if the -
- Council did not take any action on the matter.
30, With regard to the disputes which had arisen in
~certain areas in connexion with the use ‘of water re-
- sources, the Canadian delegation thought that those pro-
- lems should be discussed directly by the.countries con-
- cerned, ‘and that the Council should not interfere in
~ questions which were essentially of a political nature. .
- 31, - The problem of co-ordination played a leading part
- in:the use of water resources. Courncil Resolution 417
. (XIV) emphasized the importance of co-ordination,
.so did paragraph 75 of the Secretary-General’s report.
In coniinuing their. consultations with the Secretary-
- General, ‘as provided for in operative paragraph 3 of
~the draft resolution submitted by France and the United

States of America (E/L.721), the specialized agencies -
every effort to achieve such co-

32, Mr. LA.VALLE’ (Argentiﬁa)’ | 'pi'aised *vi‘the' Secre- .
-. tary-General’s report (E/2827 and Corr,1) and the con-

- clusions .and recommendations it ‘contained, and said
- that the Argentine delegation would support the draft
resolution submitted by France and. the United States

(B/L721),

33. Mr. BLAU (United States V‘Of»Am‘afi:r;a) empha.— ‘

sized that the panel of experts mentioned in paragraph-

5 (c) of the joint draft resolution (E/L.721) should

be.set up and should function within the limits of the

- funds at present available'to the Secretary-General. The *
- maxinum use should be made of the advice of such ex-
‘perts, and any projects envisaged should be submitted
. to them, whether they were undertaken by the regional
" economic commissions .or by the specialized agencies.

34, The United Stafes delegation, like the French -

- delegation, accepted the Egyptian amendment to ‘the
- draft resolution, B R e

: 35, Mr. CARAYANNIS (Greece) said that his dele-
" gation approved ‘the reasons which had induced the
. -Pakistan delegation to submit its draft resolution. How--
_ ever, the problem raised was a complex one and it would
“ be premature for the Council to try to. solve it, The
- Greek delegation could not therefore support the Paki-
- stan draft'resolution. - -~ oo
36 If would, on the other hand, support the joint draft -

. resolution submitted by the French and United States

delegations and the Egyptian amendment thereto,
37, Mr. ARNALDO (United Nations Educational, -

- Scientific and Cultural Organization) amplified the in-

~ formation on the Organization’s work given in the -
~Secretary-Gereéral’s report (E/2827 .and Corr.1)., .
38, " He recalled that UNESCO had taken part in the~
first’ two intér-agency meetings on water questions
(E/2827, pata. 7). 'The Organization attached great .
importance to meetings of that type and hoped that they

‘would continue, Further, it felt that WMO should be

‘concerned ([bid., para. 17). .

responsible for the collection, analysis and exchange

.of ‘hydrological data (Ibid., para. 12). Provision had

Leen-made by UNESCO in its proposed 1957 pro.

gramme and budget for collaborating in the preparation

of a handbook on watershed management so far as the
educational and research aspects of the question were
39." With regard to the industrial uses of water’ (I bid, :
paras. 18-20) and national water boards (Ibid., para,

21-23), he pointed out that UNESCO was in touch
‘with international scientific and technical organizations

on the basis of consultative arrangements approved by

- the General Conference, and that it could render services
-in that field to the United Nations and other specialized

agencies: A list of such scientific and technical organiza-

tions had been supplied to the United Nations. . .

40, -Paragtaph 55 of the report referred to the use of
saline water and to the work of UNESCO on that ques-:
“tion, The Director-General of UNESCO had provided in

the proposed programme and budget for 1957-1958 for
the establishment of a research centre on the purification
of salt water as part of the Organization’s arid zone
programme, ‘Further, following consultations. with the
Organization for = European Economic Co-operation
(OEEC), the latter had requested UNESCO to study,

" the possibility of undertaking some of the work of co-
~ordination of research on salt water purification. -

41, - With regard to integrated river basin development

- (E/2827, paras. 65 et seq.) UNESCO had prepared a

handbook . containing data on the different scientific,

~“aspects of the question. The handbook, which was now

with the printers;.would be available at the end of the;

- year, UNESCO was intending to give assistance in
“that field to national organizations which were under~
. taking integrated resource surveys of specific arid areas.;

The provision of technical personnel and the training
of local personnel through UNESCO fellowships were.

contemplated. Negotiations - were proceeding in- that

connexion with the Syrian Government, which had.

- already agreed to. assume responsibility for a survey
~in.the Palmyra aréa. It was to be hoped that similar

arrangements would be
Asian countries,

made with thei“authotit‘ies of

42, Lastly, he said that UNESCO would continue its
. active collabotration: with thé United' Nations and the

other specialized agencies concerned in the field of water
resource development, especially in areas where there

was-a scarcity of water. . -

43. Mr. ORR (Food and , Agncultuxe ,A'Ofg'anizatioh

~of the United Nations) stressed the need for improve-

ment: in watershed management. He described the dan-

- gers of deforestation and- the irrational use of grazing
" - land, which accelerated erosion and increased the danger

of floods; Although great progress had been made in
river control, many difficulties had heen encountered in
water-shed management, especially in the case of pri-
vately-owned land. In the tropics, shifting cultivation

was the chief cause of erosion and floods. |

44, .Unfoftﬁn‘a;tely,iti was very difficult for iritérnatibﬁal

‘agencies or even Govertiments to take direct action in
the matter. It was the land users in headwater areas
- who were responsible for those problems, and millions
-of persons living ih the plains felt the effects of unwise
farming and forestry practices in the upland areas.

That ‘was why Governments ‘should make provision in
their programtmes for intensive educational -activity,

~and furnish the financial and technical assistance needed
for the special programmes.. S
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45, Because watershed management improvement con-
- sisted in such large measure of agricultural and forest -
-development work, the Food and Agriculture Organiza- -
tion -of the United Nations (FAO) was naturally in-

~terested. in the question, and. had undertaken the

_ organizations and of the Governments concerned.”
' 46, Many areas of the world needed to improve their
“watershed management,-and it would be useful to estab-

- was also need for research, not orly on the technical
.aspects of the question but also on the related social,
‘ecotiomic and anthropological problems. - * . .
.47, Governments should work energetically on water-
shed -improvement programmes with the assistance of
‘the' competent specialized agencies. . .

‘48, The PRESIDENT, in compliance with the wish -
‘expressed by certain representatives, proposed that the -
‘vote on ‘the different draft resolutiohs should be post-

" poned until the next day.
- It was so decided.

" AGENDATTEM 6

'htéﬁ#iibﬁal ' co-operation on cariogtapﬁy ;(;E‘/ .
823/Add.1 andZ, E/L717

2823 and Corr.1, E/2¢
" and Add.1) (concluded)*

Mr Hasan (. quistan ) ,’Vice-Pre.fident;'tvck)ofk";tﬂe ch‘a,z'r.”
49, Mr. MACKAY. (Canada), introducing the

draft - resolution 'submitted by Canada and Ecuador
‘(E/L.717), said that the three objectives it was designed
~.to achieve were: to assist and encourage the production

_of base maps to be used in the location and exploitation
-of natural resources in under-developed ateas; to fur-
‘ther the establishment, of a uniform system' of writing -
. geographical names; and to produce a universally ac--
_ceptable set of specifications for the one-millionth map -

 of the world. .

50, The Canadian delegation believéd ‘that the first . ork, in ‘consultation with experts and the éxisting

objective was, from- an -economic point of view, the
most important. Comparatively recent technical improve-

“ments in ‘methods and equipment in the cartographic-
field had lessened the cost and speeded up the production -

~of maps., Knowledge of those methods should be made
-available to countries where lack of adequate maps was

although in cther regions certain organizations, suci as

‘the Pan-American Institite of Geography and History
. and the Scientific Council for Africa South of the Sahara,
“.were already working on the question, The Cattographic”
~Section of the Secretariat could act as a clearing-house '
, the latest progress in cartographic
‘methods; that is, 1t could supply infortation to coun-
tries, on .request, as to publications containing such

for information o

v {0

information.

i

T *Resumed from the 914th fnesting. - Lo

" preparation of a handbook and provided for the estab- . -
.gshmmt ‘of a training centre for the Far East. In the

development of the plans for that training centre, FAO
~ would seek the co-operation of international and regional |

~ tesources of every country, -

51, | " With rﬁgafd to securing uﬂifqrfhity in the wntmg o
~of geographical nanies, a. question whose implications

went far beyond the field of cartography; it seemed

that more progress could be made if concrete suggestions .
- were embodied in a report to a subsequent session of the

Council. That proposal in no way contemplated the

. alteration of names on maps produced for use within

any country, but rather a method of standardizing the
manser of reproducing those names on world maps put

. out by the various countries.

52, Regarding the one-millionth mag of the world,
ren wou | to esta " the Canadian delegation felt that the greatest drawback -
- lish several regional and national training centres, There

to the completion of that “series of maps. was the too

- rigid ‘set of specifications originally adopted under the
 auspices of the Internatiorial Geographical Union and
- the Central Bureau, International Map of the World on
~ the Millionth Scale; the only way by which that desir-~
‘able series of maps could be completed in the fore-
- - seeable future would be by adopting a more flexible -
-series of specifications. - .

53. The main points of the draft resolution had been ~

- discussed at the United Nations Regional Cartographic

- Conference for Asia and the Far East, held at Mus-

. soorie, at which the Canadian representative had pointed
- out to the under-develeped countries the importance of -

" cartography in tresources development. It was: to be
- .hoped that at the next conference, the representatives -

- of the under-developed countries would be better in-.
- formed on the uses of cartography in the development.:

of resources and that the discussion ‘and exchange ' .

~ of information at that conference would yield fruitful
- results. He took the opportunity to thank the Japanese .
Government for its invitation to hold the conference in.

Tokyo. - -

54, Thefspoiﬂ‘sbi‘}sfbf"th:é. draftresolutlonhad endeav- o

otired not to bind the Secrétariat too strictly in the

- matter of procedure; in particular, the possibility ef -
- establishing a central advisery board, as recommended
by the Mussoorie Conference, was by no means ruled out.
‘He thought, however, that it would be premature to
-set up such a board before the regional cartographic
~organizations had actually begun to ftnction; mean~ -

while the Secretariat would be able to co-ordinate the -
scientific orgamizations. -
55. ' The purpose of operative paragraph 5 of the draft =
resolution ‘was-simply to seek the co-operation of Gov-
ernments; it seemed fitting that the United Nations

- should emphasize the value of international co-operation .
holding up the development of resources; that was the . on: cartqgraphy, since maps were essential for the -
‘purpose of operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution,
-~ Paragraph 3 dealt with the establishment of cartographic
“committees which would facilitate the work of countries -
‘whose economic development could be accelerated if
_they possessed adequate maps, The Economic Com-
“mission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) repre-
~sented one region i’ which there was ‘no' inter-
governmental organization dealing’ with cartography, -

development, conservation and administration of the .

56, He pointed out that in paragraph 4 (b), the words

““the draft”, should replace the words “its draft”.

57.. Mr. BARRIGA (Ectador) recalled that at the

- 914th meeting the Ecuadorian delegation had stated -

that it would support any proposal teiding to develop .

- international co-operation in the field ‘of cartography. -

~ The different points it had then made were embodied

~'in the draft resolution before the Council (E/L.717).-*

~As co-sponsor, the Ecuadorian delegation hoped that

¢ the Council would be able to adopt the draft tesolution -

- unanimously, I T UL RRR LR SURE I S
58, Sir Alec RANDALL (United Kingdom) said that
‘he would vote for the draft resolution submitted by
. Canada and Ecuador since his Government was keenly

. interested in the worié accomplished in the very im-.
. portant field of cartography.” .. .. oo
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59. All the reports showed that the Mussoorie Con-

ference had yielded fruitful results, and his delegation
‘was in favour of holding a second regional conference
~at Tokyo, in conformity with operative paragraph 6
of the draft resolution, although he could not at present

promise that his Government would be vepresented

there. It also supported operative paragraph 3 in its
‘present form because it thought that regional inter-
governmental organizations should be established before
3 central advisory board was set up in accordance with
the recommendation of the Mussoorie Conference.

60, 'Operative paragraph 4 dealt with very technical
- questions on which the Secretary-General should con-

sult with experts as well as interésted organizatiohs.

With particular reference to the writing of geographi-
cal names, his delegation attached great importance to

the following four points: firstly, the place names used "
inside States had first to be standardized by the States
themselves - before international. standardization could

be contemplated; secondly, any international system

should use the Roman alplubet ; thirdly, the standardiza-

_tion should be based on orthography rather than pro-
nunciation ; lastly, it would be advisable to provide that
certain conventional transcriptions should continue to
“be used, although they should be reduced to a minimum,

61. With reference to the one-millionth map of the

world, his delegation recognized that a large part of the-
world’s surface was already covered by maps made on"
the basis of current specifications, but it thought that -
-in the long run countries would more- easily maintain

. the maps of their own territory up to date if the specifi-
. cations of the world map were made the same as those

of the World Aeronautical Chart of the International -

~cerned sheet layout and projection. v '
62, - Mr. PEDERSEN (United States of America) said
he would vote in favour of .the draft resolution

Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), at least as con-

(E/L.717), which indicated -the principal steps to be

" taken to carry out the recommendations of the United

Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and.
‘the Far East. It was generally recognized that the Con-

ference had served a useful purpose by permitting: an

‘exchange of views on the cartographic problems of Asia.
where much remained to be done. The United States

delegation supported the recommendation that a second
~conference should be held, for it felt. that it would like-
wise produce excellent results. The Secretary-General
~should, however, be given some latitude in fixing the
date of the conference, in case the programme of meetings

- should be too crowded in 1958. The support given by the

 United States delegation to the conference was without
prejudice to its position on budgetary levels when the
1958 \budget estimates came to be considered. :
63. The United States delegation also supported the
‘recommendation in operative- paragraph 3 of the draft
resolution on the establishment of cartographic commit-
tees. Since regional cartographic organizations already
“existed in Latin America and in Europe, it felt that
paragraph. 3 was primarily aimed at promoting .the
-development of cartographic work among the members
of ECAFE, He did not believe it appropriate to estab-
lish a central advisory board at present, since the Secre-
‘tariat’s Cartographic Section was already doing excellent

‘work, and the Secretary-General could consult experts
whenever he deemed it necessary. The regional economic -
commissions should therefore be left to carry out the

_provisions of paragraph 3 as they thought best, and it
‘was to be hoped that the delegations which had favoured

the establishment of an advisory board would not insist
upon it.- T e T
64. From the point of view of technical assistance,
it was clear that any cartographic work to be done by
the regional econowiic commissions should be accom-
plished with the fuads alréady at their disposal, and
should be limited to the exchange of data.and to re-

search. Practical services should be rendered within the

framework of the technical assistance programme of the
United Nations, The United States delegation approved

the recommendation on that subject in operative para-

graph 2.

65. While complete uniformity could not be achieved
in the writing of geographical names, it was neverthe-

less desirable to establish a much more¢tmiform system
than the present one. He therefore supported the rec-
ommendation on' that point in operative paragraph 4
(@), in connexion with which the United States Gov-

ernment was prepared to give the Secretary-General
every assistance, The same uniformity was desirable

for the map of the world on the millionth scale, but

~great flexibility was necessary in order to achieve the -

aims in view. The United States delegation recognized

~the need to maintain both the ICAO World Aeronauti-

cal ‘Chart series and the Map of the World on the Mil-
lionth Scale series, and that specifications for the map
of the world on the millionth scale, should allow neces-
sary flexibility, while maintaining uniformity on- some
important points, such as publication and sheet layout.
66. He did not feel that it was absolutely necessary to
invite Governments to comment again on the proposals
and recommendations mentioned in sub-paragraphs 4
(e) and (b). In view of the importance of the con-.
sultations which had been held and of the copious. in-

- formation already available on the opinions of Govern-

ments on that 'subject, it might be sufficient if the.

‘Secretary-General were to report directly to the Coun-’

cil at a subsequent session. However, the United States
delegation - would not ,oppose . the - adoption of that
proposal. ~ oL

67" Mr. HAUCK (Fraﬁée) said that he too ‘wou(ld":

vote in favour of the draft resolution. He thought it

‘would be a good thing to organize a second cartographic

conference and to authorize the regional economic com- .

- missions to establish cartographic committees with the -
- assistance of the Governments concerned. It was also

desirable to draw the attention of Governments to the

_possibiliti¢s of requesting assistance in the field of car-
~ tography under the Expanded Programme of Technical
" Assistance, - R _ X
- 68. The French delegation, which was in favour of

“the establishment of a central advisory: board, noted
- with satisfaction that, according to the sponsors of the

draft resolution, such a possibility was not ruled out.

It believed that sooner or later steps would have to be
taken in that direction, =~ -~ . . -

~ 69.° Mr. ABOU-GABAL (Egypt) said he would vote

. in favour of the draft resolution, although that did not

- necessarily. mean that Egypt would accept an invitation

to-the conference to take place at Tokyo.

.70, The Egyptian delegation did not think carto-
- graphic committees or regional cartographic .organiza-

tions should be set up without congulting the Govern-

‘ments concerned.

71. Mr. SUWASTOJ O (Indonesia) ' thught that

. cartography was an important question for the under-
~ developed countries, and that the proposed endeayour
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l to Cwordmate the present cartographlc worlc was to be
encouraged. The Indonesian delegation would therefore
vote in favour of the draft resolutlon

72. Mr. TSAO (China) said that he 00 wWould vote

-in favour of the draft: resolution, which covered the
main points that the Chinese delegatlon had made

. during the general discussion. ‘

?
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73. The question of setting up regmnal cartographic
organizaticns and' a central advisory board should be
yincluded in the provisional agenda which the Secretary-

General was requested to prepare under paragraph 6.
v The matter should be carefully studied in order to pro-

vide the Governments and specialized agencies con-
( cerned with fuller 1nformat10n on the nature and pos-
. sible role of those organs,

" 74, Mr. DE MEIRA PENNA (Brale) said that he
“* would support the draft resolution. He particularly ap-
- proved the provisions of paragraph 3, which were flex-
ible enough to be applied to all regions, and of para-
. graph 4 (o) which might enable the Secretary-General,
‘when drafting a programmne, to take practical steps for
4 the solution of the important questron of the writing
of geographical names.

STIKKER (Netherlands) sald that the
» Netherlands delegation was among, those which would
have beén in favour of the establishment of a regional
v advisory board. In view of the explanations given by
~ the Canadian representative on that subject, he was, .
' however, prepared to vote in fayour of the draft reso-

y lution.

g

76.

Mr, BOZOVIC (Yugoslavia) sard that he ap-
~ proved the provisions of the draft resolutlon as a whole
-and would vote in favour of it. SR

" 77, As regards the writing ¢
; however, he thought that the .read should be towards
Pa standardlzatlon based on the jronunciation of topo- -
{ nyms, rather than on their speliing. As. regards the
 specifications of the map of t..c world on the millionth
v scale, neither the d1men51on of the sheets nor the nomen-

0'eographlcal names,

‘ _clature should be changed cities should be represented
in accordance with the number of inhabitants and not,
 the area covered, but a combination of the two specifi-
cations was. possxble The present dimensions of the -
- sheets were such that one sheet might cover areas be-
longing to two or three different countries, in which
' case the country with the largest area should be respon-
,mble for the production of the sheet.

78, Mr. SAKSIN (Union of Soviet Soc1a11st Repub- |

lics) recalled that the Soviet delegation had already

- made its position clear at the nineteenth session of the
‘Council ; it would therefore vote in favour of the draft

resolution as-a whole, with the exception of two phrases -
which it Would like to have put to the vote separately:

the phriase “and on means for completion of the one-
millionth map of the world” in the last paragraph of

- the preamble, and the phrase “bearing in mind the need -

to maintain both the ICAO World Aeronautical Chart ™

series and the International Map of the World on the -
‘Millionth Scale series” in operative paragraph 4 (b).

79, The PRESIDENT pit to the vote the last phrase -

of the preamble of the draft resolution, “and on means

for completlon of the one-millionth map. of the world”.

It was decided to retain that phmse by 16 votes to‘
none, with 2 abstentions.

80. The PRESIDENT put to the vote the phrase

. “bearing in mind the need to maintain both the ICAO |

World Aeronautical Chart series and the Internatlonal ,
Map of the World on the Mllhonth Scale serles” 1n.,
operative paragraph-4.(b). « .

It was decided to retain that phrase by 15 'votes to

. mone, with 3 abstentwns
81, The PRESIDENT put to ne vote the draft reso-

lution (E/L.717) as a- whole, after having drawn the |
. attention -of the Councxl to the ﬁnanc1al 1mp11cat10ns: "
- (E/L.717/Add.1). S

The draft resolutwn was adapted unammously
| The meetmg rose at 515 p m,
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