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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FIFTH MEETING
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REVIEW OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED AT THE
INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND MATIONAIL LEVELS, IN THE FIELD OF HUMLN RIGHTS SINCE THE
ADOPTION AND PROCLAMATION OF THE UNIVERYAL DECTAFATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1949;
PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITFD NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED ACENGIES
(itom 9 of the provisional agands) (0/c i 32/l 4/COMT.32/5 and Add.1l, A/CONF.32/7 cad
Add.l and 2, A/CONF.32/8 and A/CONF.32/10 and Corr.l, A/CONF.32/12, 4/CONF.32/13 and
forr,l, A/CONF.32/16; A/CONF.32/L.9-L.11) (continued)

Gencral debate (continued)

Mr. TEKLE (Bthiopia) cxpressed his pleasure that the Conference had met o
obgserve the tuwentleth asnniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in a lea.d
which had seen the flourighing of oiie of the most ancient civilizations. Article 1 of
tha Laslaration, adopted by the United Na*ions in 1943, wae the culmination of thousands

of years of speculation when it proclaimed that all human beings were born free and

egual in digﬁity and rights and should act towards one another in a spirit of
“votlhurirod.

Howewer, the rocent assagsination of Mortin Luther King, who had espoused non-

v olence to secure for his fellow men the dignity to which they were entitled, the
~2fer in Bhodesia of men fighting for an ideal of justice, and the existence of the
abhiorrent thoory of racial superiority, were brutal expressions of racial discriminatvicn
that the Universal Doclaration of Human Rights had inexorably stamped with infamy, and
rocien, segregation, xenophobia and religious intolerance were still very prevalent in
vho world today.

The vardous rights proclaimed in the Universal Decleration of Human Rights consti-~
ivied the most noble conqueosts of humaniby in ivs long struggle towards a more just
dorld.  In thoe twenty yoars that had clapsed since the adoption of the Universal
Decl rotlon, great progrcess had been made, hundreds of millions of human beings had
#ogancd thelr froedom and most of the African Continent was independent and free.
Javever, despite the opposition o1 ihe whole werld, an illegal régime still oxisted in
Rhedesia, tens of thousands of Africans had boen 3lain in Angole and Mozambiquo merely
because they wanted to be freo, and in South Africa the repulsive theory of apartheid
w23 codified as the law of the land.

in addition to thoss problems, which scemed to be a standing challenge to the
t2claration vhich the Confeorence was commemorating, attention should be drawn to the
profound gan botween rich and poor nations and to the fact that almost two-thirds ot ihe
populatior of the globec was hungry.
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To put matters bluntly, too little had been donc in that ficld, and it was
difficult to see how the thirty articles of the Universal Declaration could be effective
g0 long as that imbalance continucd.

On tho twentieth annivorsary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it was
fitting not- only to remembor the progress made in the past but also to determine the
objectives for the future. Much had been done but much more remained to be done. The
validity of the historic document adopted twenty years age by the General Assembly of the
United Nations would depend on what was done to put all men on a level of equality in
conformity with the principle that all human beings wore born freo.

His country had always supported all constructive measures aimed at the promotion
of human rights and fundamentnl freedoms., It believed that the Conference, which was
the most important event of the International Year for Human Rights, could contribute
to the development of the ideas and prineiples set out in the Declaration and other
United Nations documents. He expressed the hope that the Conference would give due
attontion to the burning issues of the timec: apartheid, colonialism and the sconomic,
cultural and social rights which formed the bLasis for all other human rights, as ths
promotion of human rights was an essential condition for the preservation of world peace.

The PRESIDENT invited the roprescntative of the Organization of African Unity
(O4U) to address the Conforence.

Mr. ALEMAYEHOU (Organization of African Unity) said that OAU attached great
importance to the Conferenco, which marked the twenticth anniversary of the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since then, over thirty-five African Statses,
with a total population of over 150 million people, had atbained independence and Joined
the United Nations. Nevertheless, 30 1dllion Africans were still languishing under the
yoke of colonialism, racial discrimination and apertheid. Recalling the various rights
proclaimed in the Declaration, he drow attention to the mass violations of those rights
by the colonial, illegal and racist régimes of Ligbon, Salisbury and Pretoris.

Apartheid was a perverted form of socio-economic-political philosophy which denied
to the overwhelming majority of non-whites in South Africa the most elementary human
rights and fundamentsl freedoms. It openly violated the United Nations Charter and thé
Universal Declaration. The apartheid policy of Pretoria was a crude form of colonialism
by which white men, by means of armed repression, impogsed racial dlscrimination and
segregation exclusively to their own advantage and wholly to the disadvantage of the vast
majority of the population. It was a racial policy for political oppression, economic

exploitetion and soclal degradation of the overwhelming majority of Africans by the
European minority.
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Politically, the 14 million ifricans representing 80 per cent of the total
population of South Africe had no right whatscever to express their politicel views
through the ballot and ccald not participate in the government of their own country.
They »ither had to accept their inlerior lol or risk life imprigonment. The number
of palitiecal prisoners was stoeadily increasing, end the cruel treatment they received
was ciamon knowvledge.  fArbitrary arrest and detention with no means of recourse to the
eourts wero common proctice. He listed the numerous laws enacted against the African
populaticn in South Africa,‘ the numbor of which was swelling constantly.

Seonopieally, the 4 million Buropeans who constituted only 20 per cent of the
population held ovor 87 per cent of the fertile land in South Afriea, whilst the African
populatisn - 80 per cent - ownod only 13 per cent of the land, which was mainly barren,
and derived practically nothing from their country's wealth. In fact, it was
gtatistically ostablished that the African had less than a tenth of the income of the
white. As s rosult, the death rate for African children was 25 times higher than for
white children and life expectancy was much lower for Africans than for whites.

The African messes, deprived of their political and economic rights, werse forced to
supply cheap labour, partisularly in the mining industry, for the benefit of the white
minority and intornational cepitalist monopolies. Africans were thus ruthlessly
exploited in their own country. He believed that those few facts would be sufficient
to demonstrate the extent to which the Pretoria regime had flnhuted the human rights
proclaimed in the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Support given to the apartheid régime of Pretoria by certain Western countries had
enabled it to build a mighty military machine for keeping the African population
subjugated and to crecte a tripartite political-military-economic alliance on the
Pretoria-Lisbon-Salisbury axis, The OLU for its part considered thet the masgive
investments in South ffrica and the ever-expanding commercial relations between bthat
country and the West should be interpreted as Western approval of the obnoxious policies
of apartheid. The attitude of three permanent members of the Security Council had
helped to strengthen the Pretoria government'!s belief that it could continue to defy
the United Nations and world public opinion with impunity.

He recnlled the various resolutions condemning apartheid which the United Netlons
had adopted since 1945 and perticularly since 1952, quoting extracts from the General
Assembly resolution adopted in November 1962.

He deplored the fact that several Members of the United Nations had disregarded
important resolutions recommanding an embargo on arms shipments to South Africa.
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The OAU therefore considered the position of the Western Powers with regard to the
problem of apartheid inconsistent, to say the least. They declared thelr abhorrence
of apartheid and racial discrimination, while reinforcing the fascist white minority
régimes with which they shared economic, financlal.and >ther interests. In other
words, modt Wostern nations were accomplices in the ruthless exploitation of the African
masges, and by their compromising relations with the Pretoria régime they continued to
strengthen the gtatus quo.

The OLU wighed to take that opportunity to appeal again to South Africa's trading
partners to change their inconsistent attitude and to prohibit the economic and
financial intorests in their countries from trading with South Africa and thereby
directly and indirectly helping to strongthen the régime. It also appealed to all
Governments and peoples opposed to racism and dedicated to the ideals of human dignity
and justice to increass their political, moral end materisl assistance to the cause of
the legltimate struggle of the people of South Africa agalnst apartheld, racial
diserimination and colonialism.

The 04U was totally and unconditionally committed to ridding the African continent
of all forms of colonialism and racism. It was optimistic and was convinced that it
would finally prevall agalnst those scourges and against apartheid, as its position was
strong and its cause legitimate.

Mr. DAQUDY (Syria) first spoxe of the calamities experienced by many peoples
of the world during the 1930's and during the Second World War as a result of the Nazi
and Fagscist régimes which, based on racism and the cult of personality, had caused the
collapse of the League of Natlons.

An ara of hope had dawned with the creation of the United Nations and the
proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Ho was gratified that the
twentieth anniversary of that proclamation waes boing observed in an Asian capital only
a few weeks after the sccond sesslon of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development hold in New Delhi. It showed that tho countries of the THI' World were
condclous of their responsgibllitles and were determined te play their part in the
development of intornational society and to contribute to the progress of modern
clvilization. It also showed that the United Nations was awars of the awskening of
developing countrios and of the fact that international problems could no longer be
dealt with exclusively in the capitals of the colonial powers.
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In that eonnexion it was alss appropriate to mention the Bandung Conference, held
exactly thirtocn years ago, at snich tweaty-nine Afro-hsicn countries had oxprossed the
will and asnirationg of thelr po.plce anl had endnrsed the Universal Declaration of
Human Rightg, particularly itc articles C ani E. ilo qurted from the text im which the
Bondung Confeoronce had declared its full support £ar hwasn rights and the principle of
self -dotermination, hed deplorcd the policies and practices of racial segregation and
Mgerimination ia /frica ard Ahar parts of the world, and had upheld the rights of tho
arob people nf Palestine, colling for the implementation of the United Natione rosolution
s Palectine in ordar to obtoin 2 penceful settlemont of the Palestine quostion.

Unf rtunately, tho hipes rsised at tho Bandung Conference had not been fulfilled and
ovents since then had helied the hopes of the puoples of Asia, Africa and the rest of
the world.

It was true that a number of Afro-Agsian peoples had won independence and joined the
ranks of tho freo States which were ondeavouring to implement the provisions of the
Universal Declarati~n of Human Rights and the resnlutions of the Bandung Conforence.
Notable resulis had been achloved, thanks to the efforts »f the peoples of the Third
World and othor peace-loving nations. On tho whole, however, tho past twonty yoears had
beon marked by tragic ovonts for humanity. In that connoxion, he mentioned the policy
>f raclal discrimination prectised by the whito minority in South Africa against the
African majority and the -ppresaisn and persecutisn suffered by millions of black South
AMricans whuso already limited rights had boen narrowed down still more. Moreover,
racial discrimination had beon oxtended to South West Africa, although South African
trusteeship of the Territory had now been torminated by the United Nations.

Since its inception, the United Nations had adopted many resolutions against the
racist régime of Pretoria; his delegation had participated in the drafting of those
rosolutiong and his Government had put them into effect.

Rasponsibility for the continued exlstence of the colonial racist régime and of
discrimination in South Jifrica, desplte universal condemmation, lay partly with the
¢nlonial Powers, which hed continued to aid the white minority in those countries,
theraby onabling it to continue its persecution of inhabitants of African, Indian and
Pakistani origin. Rocont statistics published during the last session of the General
Assembly had rovealed that a number of colonial Powers werc providing South Africa with
arms and cowoperating with it in defiance of Security Council and General issembly
regolutiong.

*
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It was alon o fact that without the assistance given by the imperialist and
colonial forces to the racist white minority in Africa, Portuguese colonialism would
have come to an end. However, it continued in defiance of United Nations resolutions
and the Speclal Committee on Deeslonization, His country was convinced that the
benevolont attitude towards the white minority in South Africa and the aid given to
Portugal within the framework of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) had been
respongible for the establisiment of a now racist régime in Southern Rhodesia.

It wag high time that Africans and the Third World became awarc of the existence
¢f tho unholy eslliance betweon world imparialism, European colonialism and the racist
Westorn entitios esteblished in Asian and African countries. Members of the alliance
had common interests, followed the scac strategy and pursued a common purpose: 1o
dominate the poovples of the Third World and thwart their aspirations to political and
economic independence and the restoration of thelr dignity, free from pressures or
discrimination of any kind.

He thon spoke of United Statos aggression in Asia against North Korea and Viet-Nam
ond of the savage aggression in Western Asia by the conspiracy of Zionism, British
coloniallism and American imperialism.

After summarizing the history »f the Palestine question from the 1917 Balfour
Declaration to the 1947 Partition, ho described the tragic fate of the freb people of
Palestine whn wore expelled or massacred vwhen Israel occupied their territory and again
during the tripartite aggression agalnst Bgypt in 1956 and the Zionist and imperialist
action of 5 June 1967. The last aggression resulted in the occupation by Israel of an
area five times that allotted to it under the Palesgtine partition resolution and the
expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Arabs, whose properties were plundered and whose
lands were given to foreign settlers. The frab people of Palegtine, living on inter-
national charity, received only $1.25 per person per month, whereas the Zionists
occupying their country enjoyed an income of more than $173 millien per year from
refugee property. Attention should also be drawn to the atrocities committed by the
Zionists in occupied Arab territories. Those crimes, which had been described in
United Natlons documents and in the international press, were in defiance of resolutions
adopted by the Security Council immedlately before and after the aggressisn, calling
upon the Israel authorities to return to their homes the people displaced by the
aggresslon and in their treatment of them to observe the provisions of the Geneva
Convention. Israel had not implemented any of the relevant resolutions of the special
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or rogular soscirns of tho General Assembly, nor the resolutisn denying recognition to
Isrnol's unlawful annexati:r s£ Jorusalem, Igrnel's priscns werc full »f Arabs
arrestel on tho protext that they had resisted Zimmist occupation, although their
attitude was hardly surprising and was reminiscent of thut »f the Europeans under Nazi
sccupati-n, also morkel by arrest, torture, plunder, massacre, the destructiou of places
af worship «rd ths establishmont »f settlers and adventurers on occupied land. Like the
Nezig, Israol hed uscd prohibited weapons such as nopalm bombs, in defiance of all
humanitarion oonventions.

The racl. s gol-nial syctom in occupied Palestine could mdt survive without the full
suapport of Lmerdesn dimperielism. A parallel could be drawn with Viet-Nam, end the
neipla ~f the Third World should roalize that thoy had t+ stand united in the face of
imperializm if they were t» put an end to it.

The evila suffored in Africa and Asia were also threatening other regions,
particularly with the emergence of non-nazism in other parts of the world. Colonialism
ves returning t» the atinck In a new garb, teking advantage of the needs of newly
indepondent countries in an attempt to control their economy and resources, to interfere
in their intornal affairs ani to impose on them a system of government sulting its own
interests.

The seemd sosslon of the United Natinns Conference on Trade and Development at
Now Dolhi had cloarly revealed the part playod today by nen-colonialism. In its
attempt to koop control ~ver the Third World, it adopted a.particularly fierce attitude
towards progrossive posples and systems that refused to be dominated. Governments
which vislatsd the fundamental freedoms of other peoples would certeainly end by
persecuting their own countrymen on grounds of eolour, creed or race.

During bthe past twonty years the United Nations, its specialized agencies and
internatinnal organizati-oms concerncd with sacial and human progress had made creditable
efforts t> ensure that human rights were obgserved and their value recognized. The
awakening »f the pasples »f the Third World, their unfailling observance of the Universal
Doclaration ani their ~pposition t+ tyramny in all its forms, in co-operation with the
peace~loving soclalist countries and the liberal elements within the colonial societies
themselves, had helped t5 create a considerable bady of internaticnal opinion on the
subject. The stand against fmerican aggression in Viet-Num, the emntinuous
denunclation of racial discrimination in Seuth Africa and Southern Rhodesis and the
numeraus valces raised in the world against the atrocities committed by Israel in
oceupied Arab territories were encouraging signs.



55 - A/CONF,32/8R.5 |

His country was ready to participate, as it had in the past, in any action aimed
at the full implementation of the Universgal Declaration cf Human Rights and the
principles of the United Nations Charter, with a view to liberating the peoples from
the domination of imperialist and colonial Powers and racist régimes. -

It was to be hoped that the experience of the past twenty years had opened the
eyes of those who had become drunk with the arrogance of power. The struggle of the
peoples of South Africa, Southern Rhodesis and Viet-Nam and the Arab people of
Palestine should ser've as a lesson to those who thought that they could impose their
will and interests et gunpoint. TUntil such time aa the forces of peace and democracy
co~operated to put an end to raciel discrimination, colonialism and the Zionist
occupation ¢f Arab territories, the Universsl Declaration would not be a really effective
instrument, since freedom - political, economic, social and intellectual —~ was a .
prerequisite for the exercise of human rights.

Mr. ABU GHAZALEH (Jordan) said that his country supported the action of the
United Nations and its organizations in the human rights field and hailed those who had
for twenty years been striving to make peace, progress and freedom realities. He

regretteé that, despite those efforts, racist movements, the foremost of which wes
Zionismg continued to exist. The Zionist movement, which had glven rise 0 .the State
ot Israel, was both in theory and in practice a cult of force; it defied the basic
principles of humanity, and even those of Judalsm,

The Zionist leaders of Israel were violating the right of the Arabs, and particul-
arly of the Palestinian Arabs, to gelf-determination, freedom and security; they
systematically endeavoured to disperse and displace them and to annihilate them as a
nation. As early as 1948, they had refused self-determination to the Palestinian Arabs,
despite the -act that they were the owners of most of the territory and represented a
mgjority of the populetion. The creation of the State of Israel had made rearly a
million Arab refugees. In 1957the same scene had been re-enacted; force, prejudice and
racism had again prevailed. That time, two and a half million Palestinian Arabs had
been obliged to suffer occupation or to become refugees. Not only that, but the
aggression had been extended to peaceful Jordan and other Arab territories; thus
displacing more and more Arab inhabitants.

The United Nations had each time reacted by adopting a series of resolutions
designed to restore dignity and freedom to the victims of injustice, but Israel,
del'ying world opinion, had always refused to respect them; it was continuiné its
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systematic aggression by subjecting Jerusalem, the city of peace, to an unlawful régime.
Measures of arbitrary arrest, detentinn and deportation were proliferating. The
civilian populations of the cities, villages and concentration camps on both banks of the
Jordan were being bombed.

Zionism was a threat to world peace. The Israelis would agree to peace only if
the Arabs presented them Palestine - and other territories as well - on a silver platter
as a Christmas gift. If the Arabs presumed to defend their right to existence and to
resist occupation, they were branded as guerillas, saboteurs and enemies nf peace.

The Zionist movement, as a form of neo-colonialism, was & threat to world peace.

The Conf'erence should censure and stigmatize Israel for its action infringing
humanitarian principles and United Netions resolutions. That gesture was necessary if
human rights were to be safeguarded and hope rekindled in the victims of aggression.

Mr. COMAY (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of roply, sald that
world opinion was weary of the recitals of atrocities with which Arab propaganda plied it.
It was a fact that war entailed the displacement of persons and destructlon, and the
Near East had been stricken by war three times in less than twenty years. The peoples
of that troubled area aspired to an honourable peace wnich would enable them to work
together to build a better future for themselves and their children.

Israsl, for its part, had seen enough bloodshed and wished to meet the Arab States
at a round table where there would be neither victors nor vanquisghed, where Iarael and
Ishmeel would co-operate honourably in esteblishing peaceful co-exlstence on solid ard
lasting foundations. *

Some, however, did not share that view. He had found no trace of simllar peaceful
aspirations in his Syrian coileague'!s-Iung statement. That was not in the least
surprising if it was recalled that the Syrian Govermment alone had refused to recelve
Mr, Jarring, the representative of thé Secretary-General of the United Natlons, in
carrying out the peace mission which he had undertaken in pursuance of the resolution
adopted by the Security Council on 22 November 1957. That attitude meant that the
Syrian Government was hogtlle to any peaceful solution of the confllet and that it
intended to prolong the war, bloocdshed and human suffering.

The Jewlsh minority in Syria was one of the first victims of that suffering.

The Damascus Govermment vented 1ts wrath on that ancient community because it was awere
of 1ts inabllity to blot Israel from the map of the world.
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Turning to the matter of the Palestinian Arab resistance, he seid that the Syrian
representative was engaging in wishful thinking., He affirmed that the Arab population
of the former mondated territory, weary of paying the price of the Arab States!
bellicose attitude towards Isracl, and tired of violence and terrorism, aspired only to
peace. The comforting fact that two and a half million Jews end one and a half million
Arobg were living side by side in the Israel-held ares without undue friction was proof
enough of that.

Before concluding, he wished to asgure the Jordanian representetive that he was
convinced of the sincers agpirstions of the Jordanian people and its leaders to a
peaceful settlement of the conflict; -+the main obstecle was elscwhere in the area.

He guaranteed that Jordan would have no cause to regret moking a bold gesture in favour
of peace. With respect to the Arab refugess, Israel, a people of exiles, could not
fail to be sengitive to thoir fete and its Government would do its utmost to ensure
them a constructive and decent future in the context of a peaceful settlement.

Mr, DAOUDY (Syria), speaking in oxercise of the right of reply, described
novspaper articles written by Israel citizens and semetimes seven published in Israel,
which stated that Israel soldiers had orders to fire at sight on anyone attempting to
cross the Jordan at night. Eye-witness accounts were appalling. A4t dawn, the banks
of the Jordan werc strewn with the corpses of men, women and children. The Isracl
soldiors dispatched the wounded, who begged to be spared. Sometimes the corpses were
buried; sometimes they vwors bulldezed under or cremated en masse. Those accounts
showed that taelk of Isreel's atrocltles was not empty verbiage. Such action, which was
reminiscont of the Nazis, was imcompatible with respoct for human rights. He hoped
that recalling them would give food for thought to the representative who on the
previous day hed made whot he had termed personal remarks to the Conference, and whose
nbjectivity he (Mr. Desudy) did not impugn.

Turning to tho atrocities to which, according to the Israel. representative, the
Jowish community in Syrie wes subjectod, he pointed nut that o personal representative
of the Secretary-Genorel of the United Nations, Mr. Gussing, had visitoed Damascus in
1967, that the Minister of the Interisor had invited him to visit the Jewish quarter
incognito and unannounced end that following that vidlt the Secretary-General's
repreasentative "ad stated that he had found no sign of discrimination against the Jews.
He proposed to rewd out excerpts of the Gusaing report at the following meeting.
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He was surprised that the Israel representative ghould persist in denying the
oxistence of Arab resistance in the occupied territories. General de Gaulle, for
example, had mentioned thet resistance in one of his press conferences. Even Israel
had mentione? it in an official statement in vwhich it had stated that Israecl soldiers
had had t2 cross the Jordan with tanks and aircraft to scotch Palsstinian resistance.

In 'c')nclusion, he road out oxcerpts from an article entitled "The Aggravated lM-ddle
East Problen? which had cppearcd in Issues, a publication of the American Council for
Judnism, whose director and the mejority of whose collaborators wore rabbis.  That
wrticle stigmetizoed Isracl's attitude, which consisted in advocating the use of force
sgalnst Arabs and then maintalning its own innocence.

The meeting roge at 7,10 p.m.
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