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REVIEW OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED ..'\ND IDENTIFIOATION OF MAJOR OBSTAOLES ENOOUN'l."ERED AT THE
INTEmrATIOn~L, REGIONAL 11lW lIJ,ATIONPII I,EVELS, IN TF.E FIEIJD OF HUl.f1:.N RIGHTS SINOE THE
ADOPTION AND PROC1fJ.fATION OF THE UNIVERSAL DE(r~..AKA'l;ION OF HUl4.t'lli RIGHTS IN 19M3;
PARTIOULAtlLY IN THE PRJGRlltft.1ES UUDERTAKEN Fl THF. UNITF.D NATIONS AND SPEOIALIZED ACEN'JIES
(itom 9 of' "the yrovifJional ag~N..h) rt./r "l,ffj' 1";//., ii/Om.~ ..32/5 and Add.~, A/OONE\32/7 c..nd
Add .. l and 2; A/OONF •.32/8 and A/CONF .32/10 and Oorr .1, ,'\/OONE\32/12., .8/00NE"32/13 and
(to"!.l, A!OONF.32/16; A/CONF.32/L.9-L,11) (continu,e.-QJ

g@P-rraL1ebp..t~ Cgpntinu'3d)

M.t:~.T.1&JQtQ (Ethiopia) 6xpt'os~cd his pleas•.:tra that the Co!l£erence had met '(;("J

observe thl3 tvlent:1.eth anniversary of tbe Universal Decle,ration of Human Rights ill e. la:'l..l

\;rhioh hc.d SE..en the flourishir,lg ef OllG of the most ancient civiIi zations. Article I of

-chJ j;'~lar·n.tioll, adapted. b~' thG Un~.too. Nations in 1948, was th~ oullnins.tion of thousands

of years of spaculation when it proclaimed that all human beings were born free and

equal in di~ty and rights and should act towards one another in a spirit of
't"otl: ';}rh.~od.

Howc',-er, tha recent ass~ssination of Hortin Luther ICing, who had espoused non­

"':.olencQ to secure for hisl'ellow men tha dignity to wh.i.oh they were entitled, the

.,..::N,,· (."'r in RhodGsia of men fighting for an ideal of' justica ~ and the existence of the

abhorront thGory of racial superiority, were brutal expressions of racial discrimination

that thQ Univer~al Daclara.tion of Htuna.n Rights had inexol~a.bJ.y st~p~ .:c4.th infamy, and

1",....c~CJ!' .., segregation,. xenop1:'obia and religious intole:oance wer~ still v~y prevalent in

:"110 ,,,orId t"day.

The vEU'ious rightg proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of HUlllan Rights consti­

'·.;'je'd t,~c most noble conquosts of hwnani liy in :i:bs long struggle towards a more just

w:>rlcl. In tho twenty yearn tha+, hqd {"lapsed fli.nce the adoption of the Universal

!'~c~.ir:;:bion, great pt-ogress had been made} httndreds of millions of' human beings had

j."G:\J.ncd their froedom nnd most of tho Af'l'ic'1n Oont~.nent was independent and free.

.1c..'tIcvor,. d~spi to the Ol)POs~.tion 01 the \.rht:>le world, an illegal regime still oxisted in

,Rhod<=:sin, 'tuns of thousands of Africans hnd boenaluin in Angola a.nd Mozambique merely

beC'luca the~r wantod to bo t'rGu, a.nd in South Af'Itica the repulsive theory of apartheid

7~3 codifiod a~ tho law of the land.

:Ln. o.dcli t:ton to thoso probloms, which seemed to be a standing ohallenge to t:1G

.L'3cl3.l'o.ticn uhich the Conference was oonunem.ora.tiug, attention sho'l,~d be drawn to the

pr~f0und gap between rich and poor nations and to the fact that almost two-thirds ot' ~he

populCJ.tic.)I' of the globa was hungry•

To put matters blu.~tljr, too lj ttle had 'b
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To put matters blu.."ltly, too little had be~n dono 1.n that field, and it was
difficult to see how the thirty articlos of the Universal Declaration could be effective

so long ao t!1at imbalance continued.

On tho twentieth annivorsary of the Universal Docla:t'ation of Human Rights, it was

fitting not-only to remember the progress made in the past but also to determine tho

objectives for the fu.turo. t-1uch had be~n done but much more remained to be done. The

validity of '~he historic document adopted twenty years ago by the General Assembly of the

United Nations would dopend on what Was done to put all men on a level of equality in

conformity with the principle that all human beings were born freo.

His country had always supported all constructive measures aimed at tr.;s promotion

of human rights and fundam(mtul fro(~oms. It believed that the Conference, which was

tho most important event of tho International Year for Human Rights, could contribute

to the doYelopment of the ideas and principles set ou.t in the Declaration and other

United Nations doc'lUllentsw Ho expressed the hope tha't tho Oonference would give due

attention to tho bllt'ning issues of the time: apartheid, colonialism and the economic,

cultural. and social rights which formed the ba.sis for all other human rights, as th~

promotion f)f human rights We.s an essential condition for the presorvation of world peace.

The i.'RESIDE!~ invi'coo. the ropresontative of the Organization of M.~rican Unity

(OAU) to address tho Oonference.

Mr. ",1LJI:MAYEHQU. (Organization of African Unity) said that OAU attached great

importance to the Conferenco, which marked the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of

the Universal Declaration ot Human Rights. Since then, over tl1i.rty-five African States,

with a total population of over 150 million people, had attained independence and joined

the United Na.tions. Nevertheless, 30 l:U.llion Jl.£ricans were still languishing tinder the

yoke of colonialism, racial discrimination and o.pa:t:"theid. Recalling the various rights

proclaimed in the Declaration, he drew attention to the mass violations of those rights

by the colonial, illegal and racist .l'.3 gimes of Lisbon, Salisbury and Pretoria..

Apartheid was a perveltted. form of socio-economic-po11tical philosophy which denied

to the overWhelming majority of non-whites in ,South Africa the most eleID.en~y huma.n

rights and fundamente.l freedoms. It openly violated the Un!ted Nations Charter and the

Universal Declaration. The apartheid policy of Pretoria was a crude form. of colonialism

by which white mon, by means of armed repressio.n, imposed racial discrimination and

segregatio.n exclu.sively to. their o.WD advantage and wholly to the disadvantage o.f the 'Vast

majority of the popul,ation. It was a racial policy for political oppression, economic

axploitation and social degradation of the overwhelming majority of Africans by the

European minority.

" '"
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Politically, the 14 million Africans representing 80 par cent of the total

populati0n 'f South Africc h;~d no right whatsosvur to express their political views

thl'!"jugh tho bq,llot llndc~.lld not pa.rticipate in the. government of their own country.

They Jither had to accept thoir irt.L'erior lot or risk life imprisonment. The nUJllber

~f p'liticnl pris?ner~ was stoadily inc~e~sing, rnd the cruel treatment they received

W'lS c;.r:l.YrJ.fm l.;nt)t-lledge. l.1I'bitrary arrest and detention with no means of recourse to the

c')u:r;ots woro CO~"4"1on pr"'.ctico. He lioted the numerous la.ws enacted. against the African

'popu-l').ti~~n in 3r),l.tth .Af:rinu,' the numbor of which WllS swelling constantly.

E~~ljn;)r.lically, tho 4 milli,cm Europeans who constituted only 20 per cent of the

p,pul'ltion held ovor S7 por cent ':If the fertile land in South :Africa., whilst the Mrican

p·'pule.ti:m - 80 ,P0r cent - ownod only 13 per cent ~f the land, which was mainly barren,

and derived practically n':lthing from their countryf s wealth. In fact, it 'Was

statistically ostablished that the African had less than a tenth of' the income of the

white_ As El result, the death rate for African children was 25 times higher than for

whito children a.nd life expeotancy was much lower for Africans than for whites.

The Af'rican mnsses, deprived of their politicra.l and economic rights, were forced to

supply cheap labour, particularly in the mining industry, for the benefit of the white

minority and intornational ce.pita.list lilonopolies. ,Africans were thus ruthlessly

exploited~...;n their own country. He believed that those few facts would be sufficient

t~ demonstrate the extent t? whioh the Pretoria regime had flQuted the human rights

proclaimed in the United Nations Oharter and the. Universal Dec!.aration of Human Rights.

Support given to the apartheid regime of Pretoria by certain Western countries had

enabled it to build a mighty militn'Y machine for keeping the African population

subjugo.tod and ·to create a tripartite political-military-econorn1c a.lliance on the

Pretoria-Lisbon-Salisbury axis~ The OhU for its part considered that the maa~ive

investments in 30uth 1'£rico. and the eveI'-expanding .commercial rela.tions between tha:t

oountryand the West should be interpreted as Western approval of the obnoxious policies

of apartheid. The attitude of three permanent members of the Securi ty Council had

helped to strengthen the Pretoria government1s belief that it could continue to defy

the United, llntions and world public opinion with impun~.ty.

He recnlled the various resolutions condemning apartheid which the United Nations

had adopted since 1946 and particularly since. ;1.952. quoting extracts from the General

Assembly resolution adopted in November 1962.

He deplored the fact thr~.t several Members of the United Nations had disregarded

importsnt resolutions recommanding an embargo on arms shipments tQ South Africa.

The OAU therefore considerei the position c
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1
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The OAU therefe>re considered. the p")sition of the Western Powers with regard to the

problem of' apartheid inconsistent, to say the least. They declared their abhorrenoe

of apartheid and racial discrimination: while reinforcing the f'ascist white minori''<iy

regimes with which they shared economic, financial.and .:>thor interests. In other

words, modt Western nations were accomplices in the ruthless exploitation of' the African

masses, and by their c~mpromising relations with the Pretoria regime they continued to

strengthen the P,ta.tus quo,_

The OJlU wished to take that opportw.ity to appeal again to Sou·th Africa J s t.rading

partners to change their inconsistent attitude and to prohibit the economio and

financial intorests in their countries from trading with South ll.frica and thereby

directly and indirectly helping to strengthen the regime. It also appealed to all

Governments and peoples opposed to racism and dedicated to the ideals of human dignity

and justioe to increase their p,')litica1, moral and material assistance to the cause of'

the legitimate struggle of the people of' South .t£rica. against apartheid, racial

discrimination and colonialism.

The O.AU was totally and unconditionally oommitted to ridding the l~rican continent

of all forms of colonialism and raoism. It was optimistic and was convinced that it

would finally prevail against those scourges and against apartheid, as its position was

strong and its causelegitimate.

Mr. DAOUDY (Syria) first spoKe ·::>f the calamrties experienced by many peoples

of' the worfd during the 19.30's and during the Second World War as .aresult of the Nazi

and Fa.scist regimes which, based on raoism and the cult of' personal!ty, had causoo. the

oollapse of' the League of Nations.

.An e:t'"A of hopl3 hAd dawned w1th the craation of the Un!ted Nations and the

proolamation of' the Un1vl3rsal Deolaration of Human R:tghts.. Ho was gratified that the

twentieth annivGrsary of tha.tproclamation was being observed. in an .Asian capital only

a few weeks after the second sessii')D of the Utrl.too Nations Oonference on Trade and
.~.

Development hGld in New Delhi. It showed that the countries of' the T~' World were

conscious of their rasponsibilities and were determined. to play their part in the

de'\7'Glopment of international sooiety and to contribute to the progress of' modern

c1.vilizatioi.'l. It also showed that the Un!ted Nations was awSl~O of the awakening of

developing co'untrios and of the fact that international problems could no longer be

dea.lt with exclusively in the capitals of' the colonial powers.
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In that c?nnexLon it was ala:' a.ppropria.te to mention thG Bandung Conference, held

exactly thirtoo!1 YI:Jat"St.l.go, at I'lhioh twcmtl-nine iifr!}-.h3im'i countrifJs Md .Jxprossed the

will and a01ii,rrt.ti?ns of thuir po ;plco ~n'l h~1 ~n(lt;z::sed the Universal Decl..1X'~ti::m of

HU!"ol8.n Rights, p9.t'ticularly i to articles C nni E:. Ho qUl'1ted fr')!!!. the text in which the

&ndung Q,;,nforonce ha1 declfJX'od its full support fJr hu::u.:.n rights and the pr1nciple of

solf-dotorminati(m, h",d daplr.JrO'l the p"Jlicios ani prllctices ·of racial segregation and

diacriminaticm in l£rica nr.d ;th';X' parts ';.,f thlJ w1:t>ld, and h.'ld upheld the rights of tho

lr~b p~opl0 ~f P~lo9tino, c~llin~ for the implementation ~f the United Nationc rosolution

')n P."lootinc in ordar to C1;,tnin .~ pe~~cefulsettlomont of the Pa.lestint.~ quostion.

Unr~,rtun~toly, tho h:Jpes raisOCl. ~t tho 'Ba.ndtmg Conf~rence had not been fulfillGd and

Qvonts since then had belied tho h~pas of the p~oples of Asia, Africa and the rest of

tho w:trld.

It was true that a number of f£ro-Asian peoplos h.q,d won independenoo and joined the

ra.nk~ of the free States which wore ondee.vouring to implement the prfJvisions of' the

Universal Deolarati~n of Human Rights and the res')lutions of the Bandung Conference.

Not-o.bl" results rod been aohieved, thanks t? tho cff'Jrts ")f the peoples of tho Third

Wnrld and ~thor peace-1lJving nations. On tha whole, hnwover, tho pa.st twenty years had

been mnrkod by traglc evonts for humanity. In that conno::don, he mentionod the p~licy

::>f ra.cial discriminntion prp.ctisod by tho \1hitG minority in South l.d'rica against the

African rne.joX'i ty and the '1ppressic)n and persecut:tr>n suffered by millions of black South

Afrioans wh;:,so already limitoo rights hc.'td bean narrowed. down still mr:>re. Moreovnr,

racial discriminati0n had beon oxtended to ~Juth West J~rica, alth~ugh S~uth ~\frican

trusteeship of the Territory had nf)W beon terminated by the United Nations.

Since its inceptL:m, the United Nations had adopted many resolutionsagninst the

raoist regim.e ?f Pret<.5ria; his delegation had participated in the drafting of those

resolutions nnd his Governmont had put them into effect.

Rosp~n~ibilityf~r tho continufrd existence of the colonial racist regime and of

disoritrJ.nation in South ..tfrica, despite universal condemnation, lay partly with the

e')loninl P">WG:t>s, which lw.d c'(;lntinuoo to aid the white minority in those countries,

ther.:!by onabling it to cOl1tinue its perseoution ~f inhabitants ryf African, Indian and

Pakistani fJrigin. Reoant statistios published. during the last session of the General

Assembly had rovG~led that a number of colonial Powers were providing South Africa with

nrrns and c:>-?:pore.ting with it in defiance of Security Oouncil 9.na. General .Ii.ssembly

resolutions.
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It was o.l:.n (~ fr.ct th?.t wi th:'lut 'cho nssistance glven by the imperialist and

colonial f?rces to the racist white minority in Africa, Portuguese colonialism would

havo 'Come t'"J an end.. H,)wever, it c'?ntinued in defiance of United Nations resolutions

and the Special Cnmmittee ')n Dcc,:;l·:mizati':m.. His caun'cry was con'rincoo that the

benevolont attitudo towards the vThite min':>rity in South Africa and the aid given to

Portugal within the fra.'11owork of 'the North ll.tlnntic Treaty Org9.nization (NATO) had been

responsible for the estnblisr~ent 0f a new racist regime in Southern Rhodesia.

It Wo.s high time that .Africans and tho Third World became aware of the existence

ef tho unholy nlliance betweon world imperialism, European colonialism and the racist

Westorn entitios establishod in Asian and J\f'rican co'untries. Members of the alliance

Md common intorests, f·;,llowed the SiJ.-.lostrategy and pursued A. common purpose: to

dominate the po?ples Cif tho Third World and thwart their aspirations to political and

economic independence and the restoration of thei:r dignity, free from pressures or

discrimination of any kind.

He then spoko ~f United statos aggression in Asia against North Korea andViet-Nam

and of the savago aggression in Wostern Asia by the conspiracy of Zionism, British

colonialism and ~~erican imperialism.

After summarizing the hist~ry 0f the Palestine question frum the 1917 Balfour

Daclnrfltion tD the 1947 Purtition, he described the tra.gio fate of the luoab people of

Palestine wh.'., Hore expelled or massa.cred when Israel occupied their territory and again

during the tripartite aggression agninst Egypt in 1956 and the Zionist and imperialist

action of 5 Juno 1967. The last aggression resulted in the occupation by Israel of an

area. five times that allotted to it under the Palestine partition resolution and the

expulsi~1n of hundreds of thuusands of l'1I'abs, whose pr'"Jperties were plundered and wh~se

lands were given to ~oreign settlers. The llI'ab people of Pa.lestine, living on inter­

national charity, received only $1.25 per person per month, whet-sas the Zioni:;;ts

occupying their country enjoyed an income \)f more than !~173 million per year fr~m

refugee property. Attention should also be dra.wn to the atrocities c"mmitted by the

Zionists in occupied .Arab territories. Those crimes, which had been 1escribod in

United Nations documents and in the international press, were in defiance 6f resolutions

adopted by the Security Council immediately before and cfter the aggressi~n, calling

upon the Israel authorities to return to their homes th~ people displaced by the

aggression and in their treatment of them to obserye the provision.s of the Geneva

Convention. Israel had not implemented any of the relevant resolutions of the special
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or rogular ~Q~01~nS ~f tho G~nern1 Aseembly, nor the res?lution denying recognition to

Israel':J unlo.wi'ul nnm:::<ati ~r.. .:Jf J'orusq,lom. I sr~ \31 t S prisons ~v0rO full :')f liI'abs

~(Jatad ")n tho pretext th~,t thuy h"ld resistad. Zi,niRt occupa.tion, although their

attituda WIilB 11.'U'dly s'UI'prioing anti was reminiscent of thB.t .,f the Europeans under Nazi

"")ocup~ti "'n, ,".lsF> m.~.rke1 by ~ost" t,"rture, plunder, M::iSnCre, the destructiol! of plaoes

l")r w)rship "~r,l th;; aotrtblishrnont ,f sattlers O,nd adventurers on ocoupied land. Like the

N~zie, Isr.'liJl h.ed uso1 pr)hibite-l weapins suoh as napalm bombs, in defianoe of all

hu.rnt\.nittt.ricm. :}" l1ftCnt;l.'Jns.

Tho raoi.,t cn l 'Inial $jY~ to". in occupied Palostine c~uld n·.,t sur'rlve with":lut the full

s'J.ppm.-t f')f' 1'1Oo":\c;l'icnn imparie,linm. A p:;l.rallel cnuld be dro.wn with Viet-Nam, and the

j;)cFJp13 '~f tho Third W'rl:1 3h1uld roq,li ze the.t thoy lmd t"J atnna united in the fo.oe of

imperialism if they were t:.> put an end to it.

The evils cnrrore<! in !£rion. and Asia wore also thraa.tening other regions,

partioularly with tha emergence ~f' nOi)-na.zism in other po.rts of the world. Onlonialism

wa.s returning t, the attack Ln 0. ilew garb, taking advantage of the needs of newly

indapondent oountries in an attempt t? contr~l their economy and resouroes, to interfere

in their intornal o££nirs a.nd to impgse on them 0. system D£ government suiting its own

interests.

The aeciJnd sossion CJf' tho Un!ted No.ti1')ns Ounforenca on Trado and Development at

Now Dolbt had oltk1.rly revealoc1 the pnrt p10:yOO t":ld~yby nec-co11nialism. In its

ottornpt tl') koo, oontr:>l "1vor tha Third World, it nd~ptod a,.particulp..rly fiaroe attitude

towtU'ds pr':lgrozJivo pO'lplos and S~fstems that refused to be dominated. Govornments

whioh vi.')10.too tho f'und#1t1entnl £reedmn~ "f "ther peoplos would certainly end by
perseoU'ting their own o;)untrymen ·:m grt)unds of' oolour, creed or race.

During l,ho pest twonty years the United Na.tions, its specialized agencios and

interMti')nal orgnnizati'm13 oonoerned with social and human pri)gress had made oreditable

efforts t:> enauro ttm'c human rights were obserVed and their value recognized. The
a.wakening ')f the peoples df the Third World, their unfailing observanoe,:>f the Universal

Doo1arati"n ani their "'Ipp')sition t"'.i tyranny in a.ll its forms I in oo-operation 'With the

peo.oe-]i)ving oooi!\list c::>untries !too the liberal elements within the colonial societies

themsolves, had holped t., oreate a cJnsidornble b':Xiy of internlltional opinion on the

subjeot. The stand. against J1lUerioan aggression in Viet-Na.m., the of)ntinuous

denunciation <;)f raoial discrimination in South ..li'rica nnd Southern Rh:xlesia. and the

numer'1U!J v"ices raised in the world ElgainErt the ntrocities committed by Israel in

ocoupied t1r~b territ~ries were encouraging signs.
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His country ~las rea.dy to pa.rticipate, as it had in the past, in any aotion aimed

at the full implementation of the Universal D~claration ef Human Rights and the

principles of the United Nations Charter, vIith El. view to liberating the peoples from

the domination of imperialist and colonial Powers and raoist regimes.

I t wa~ ,to be hoped that the experience of the past twen"ty ye~o had opened the

eyes of those who had become drunk with the arroganoe of power• The struggle of the

peoples of South Africa} Southern Rhodesia and Viet-Nron and the Arab people of

Palestine should se~e as a lesson to those who thought that they oould impose their

will and interests at, gunpoint. Until suoh time as the forces of peace and democre.cy

co-operated to put an end to racial discrimination, colonialism and the Zionist

occupation ot Arab territories, the Universal Declaration 'Would not be a really effective

instrument, since freedom - political, eoonomic, sooial and intelleotual - was a .

prerequisite for the exercise of human rights.

Mr. ABU GHAZALEH (Jordan) said that his oountry supported theac-tion of the

United Nations and its organizations in the human rights field and hailed those who had

for twenty years been striving to make peace, progxoess and freedom rE\S.l1tie~. He.
regretted that, despite thos~ ef'f.orts$ racist movements, the forem.ost of which wss
Zionism~ continueg to exist. lfhe Zionist movement, which had given rise to .the State

ot' Israel, was both in theory and in practioe a cult of force; it d'3fied the basic

principles of humanity, and e"/en those of Judaism.

The Ziotlist leaders or Israel were violating the right of the Arabs, and particul­

arly of the Palestinian Arab~, to self-determination, freedom and secm:-ity; they

systematically endeavoured to dispt::ll"se and displace them and to annihilate them as a.
nation. As early as 1948, they had refused self-determination to the Palestinian Arabs,

desp!te the .:.act that they were the owners of most of the territort and represented. a

majority of the population. The Cl·eation of the St.~te of Israel had made nearly a

million Arab refugee13. In 1967the same scene had been re-enacted; force, prejudice and

racism had again prevailed. That time, two and a halt million Palestinie.n Arabs had

been obliged to surfer occupation or to become refugees. Not only that, but the

aggression had been extended to peaceful Jordan and other Arab terr1to~ies, thus

displacing more and more Arab inhabitants.

The United Nations had each time reacted by-adopting a series of resolutions

designed to restore digni~y and freedom to the victims of injustice, but Israel,

defying world opinion, had always refused to respect them; it 'Was continuj.ng its

J

I



.-Y. '# l " • ...-......~ ~ ~. ", , •

• • , ,. ",: l • • ~." 0,. --... ~ -

"..

I - 56 -

.
i

.'

systematic uGgression by subjecting Jerusalem, the city of peace, to an unlawful regime.

Mens~:~os of nrbi~rary arrest, detention ~nd deportation were proliferating. The

civilian populations of the cities, villages and concentration camps on both banks of the

Jordan were being bombed.

Zion~sm w~s a threat to world peace. The Israelis would agree to peace only if

tha Arabs presented them Palestine - and other territories as well - on a silver platter

as a Ohristmas gift. If the Arabs presumed to defend their right to existence and to

resist occupation, they wer:e branded: as guerillas, sa.boteurs and enemies f)f peace.

The Zionist movement, as a form of noo-colonialism, was a threat to world peace•

The Con£el"'ence should censure and stigmatize Israel f,')r its flction infringing

humanitarian principles and United Nations resolutions. That gesture was necessary if

human rights were to be safeguarded and hope rekindled in the victims of aggression.

Mr. COMAY (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that

world opinion vIas weary of the reoitals of atrocities with which .Arab propaganda plied it.

It was a fact that war entailed the displacement of persons and destruction, and the

Near East had been stricken by war three times in less than twenty years. The peoples

of that troubled area aspired to an honourable peace which would enable them to work

together to build a better future for them~elves and their children.

Israel, for its part, had see~ enough bloodshed and wished to meet the J\rsb States

at a round table where there '\-lould be neither victors nor vanquished, whare Israel" and

Ishmael would co-oparate honourably in establishing peaceful co~e~stence on SQlid and

lasting foundations. •

Some, however, did not share tbAt view. He had found no trace of similar peacoful

aspirations in his Syrian cOJ.league t s--3:ong s.tatement. That Was not in the least

surprising if it was recalled that the Syrian Government alone had refused. to receive

Mr. Jarring, the z-epresentative of the Secretory-General of the United Nations, in

carrying out the peace mission whioh he had undertaken in pursuance of the resolution

adopted by the Security Oouncil on 22 November 1967. That attitude meant that the

Syrian Government was hOstile to any pea.ceful solution of the confliot and that it
intended to prolong the war, bloodshed and human suffering.

The Jewish minority in Syria was one of the first viotims of that sutfering,

The Damascus Government vented its wrath on that anciont community because it, was awe.:r-e

of :5.ts 1nabi11ty to blot Israel from. the map of 'bhe world•
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Turning tc} the mn.tter of' th~ Palestinian Ju-ab resistance, he se-id that the Syrian

representative ,vas engaging J.n wishful thinking. He affirmed that the Arab population

of the f'ormor mo.ndatod territOl'Y, weary of' paying the price of tl1e Ara.b states f

bellicoso ~ttituda to~ards Israol, and ·tired of violence and terrorism, aapi~&d only to

peace. !J.'he comf~rting fact that ty.:;) and a half million Jews !.nd one and a half million

Arabs were living side by side in the Isrflel-held o.ree~ without undue friction was proof

enough of' t1:l£l.t •

Before concluding, he wished t()assur6 the Jordanian represent.ative that he was

convinced of the sinoero aspir~tifms of the Jord'ltlian 'people and its leaders to ft

peaceful settlement of' the conflict; the mnin obste.cle Was elsewhere in the 0.1.'00.

He guaranteed. tlmt Jordan would have n~ c~use t'J rogret ma.king a bold gesture in fs:vour

of peace. Wi'lih respect to the Arab r<rl'ugeds, Israel, a people of exiles, could not

f'ail to be sonsitive to thl!;ir fe.to and its Government would do its u.tmost to ensure

them II constructivaund deoent future in the context of a peacefulsettloment.

Hr. DAOUDY (Syria), speaking in exeroise of the right of' reply, describGd

nowspo.per o.rticlos written by Israel citizens and sometimos even pUblished in Israel,

whlch sU\ted that Israel soldiers had orders 'bo fire at sight ~n anyone attempting to
cr?ss the Jor1an at night. Eye-witness accounts vere appalling. Atdawn t the banks

of the JQrdan ware strewn with the corpses ~f men, ~oxu.en and children. The ):sro.ol

soldiorsdispatchod the W~U).'l.d.ed., who beggoc te be spared. Sometimes the corpses were

buried; sometimes they were bulldozed under or cremated en mns::>o. Those accounts

sho~ed that te.lk of Israol's ntr~c1ties was not empty vorbiege. Such action,which was

reminiscont of' the liazis, ~3G imc("lmp~tib1ewith respoct for hunum rights. He hoped

th..'\t r9co.lling them would give :(\)od fol' thought to the representative who on thu

previous day had made who.t he had tormed personal remarks to the Conference, and whose
()bjectivi'ty ha (Mr .. Da.oudy) did not impugn.

Turning to tho ntrocities to which, according t.? the Israel representative, the

Jewish comnn.mity in SyriF.'. was subjected, he pointed. ')ut that 0. personal representative

of the Secretary-Genoral of tho Unitoo Nations, Mr. Gussing, had visit00. Damascus in

1967, that tho Minister of the Intorir)r had invited him to visit the Jewish quarter

incognito and unnnnouncoo. El.nd that following that vis\t the Secretary...Qaneral t s

representative ~'J.ad stated that he had found no sign of discrindnation a.gainst the Jews.

He proposed to ret':.d out excerpts of' the Gusaing report at the following meeting.
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He was surp~ised that the Israel representative should persist in denying the

oxistence of il.rCl.b resistanca in the occupied t~.t':itories.. General de Gaullo, foX'

ex:':tmplo, had mentioned thet resistance in one of his press conferences.. Even Israel

had Illenti?ne~ i'o in an official statement in which it had st..~ted that Israol soldiers

had h~~d t? cr,,')sf'l tho Jotdnn with ta.nks and aircraft t,." scotch Pe.lestini.~ resistance•.
In c'mclusion, he rond out C'xcerpts from an nrticle entitled liThe Aggravated' M·'.ddle

East Problorllil Hhich had t:'.ppearod in issueo ~ n puolicti,tion of the American CounciltoX'

Jud1.ism, whose director ~nd the majority ()f whose collaborators w.ore rabbis. That

'U"ticle stigme.tizod Ist'o.cl l s attitude, which consisted in advocating the use ot force

egainet J\rabs o.n1. then main~<J.ining its own inn':)cencG.

The meeting rose at 7.10 p.m.

.President:
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