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AGENDA ITEM 23 

Report .. of the Committee on Housing, . Building · 
and .Planning (E/3858, E/3886 and Corr.l, E/3912, E/3918) 

GENERAL DEBATE , . 

(resumed/rom ,the 1337th meeting and concluded) 

1. Mr. de SEYNES '(Under-Secretary for Economic and 
Social Affairs) 1 said he was happy to note the importance 
which. the problem of housing was beginning to ;assume 
in the deliberations both of the Council a11d of the General 
Assembly •. There seemed to. be. certain essential truths 
which one .day became living truths, and that was perhaps 

' ' . 
1 The. complete ~ext of this statement has been issued as docu­

ment E/L.,106l. 

PALAJS DES .NA,TJONS, GEN2VA 

.• . . 'a .. c . 

what was happening at tlie inter.u.ational Jevei with regard 
to the question of housing. For some time past, there had 
been talk in general terms about the import~nee .of the 
probl~m, but 2it was n~w perhaps. po~sible.: to t)"an_s~ate 
tdeas mto a number of specific fin<hngs ~nd· tnto practi~l 
action. The·~pressing nature, ali'~ true· ·ma~hltbde of the 
pro~lem were ·only n?w ~~g!rlnin~ ··~o, ,b~ ,:!~~lize~ b_f 
nations and ·by the u~ter.natmnal · 'commqmty as · was 
borne out by the shortage · ofr cofu~tent· 'staffi That 
shortage was felt by mbsf Goverlunefi:ts; iutd certainly 
also by the United Nations· in::the impJemeiltation of its 
programmes for practical· action.· A~ oelfott ·was being 
made in many countries, 'll;nder~od¢Veloped and ·advaneed, 
often in conjunction with· the .de\rel'opment of planning 
techniques; in some cases the problem had. assU1ned such 
J.mportance that a certain priority was'being·giv~n to:the 
vocational training of staff in·: those s·ubjects~ · But the 
world was still suffering ftom . a ·shortage, and' in the 
coming years; that situati~ri was bound to handicap and 
slow down~ efforts. · . : · 1 

· ·•· .. • · : · , 
• , •• ' • .... • • < ':·) 

2. ·Authorities were ·beginning to have , a quantitative 
conception, of the problem. Some' statistics bad been 
quoted in the Council. Representativ~s had referred ItO the· 
~arget ofJO dwelling units per, 1,000 in'b.abitants, p9intin$ 
out that . even in countries .where building was most 
advanced, figures of only S or 6 per thousand' had t>eeb. 
achieyed;· that gave some idea ofthe'work waitin,S.to. be 
done. >In the under-qeveloped · cow) tries, · l.\)out !'~ ·· pe~ 
cent to 25 per cerit of all capital. forniat~on was ct~;rr~ndy 
altopa,.ted . to . r~sidential building; that · indicated . the 
importance· .of the housing problem in eco~omic and 
financial policy . .0~ cou!~~' the. reU~~ility of th~s~ figures 
dep~n~e~. on the accu~~cy: of the re~ev~n~ ~t,abstics; too 
much Weight must not . be attached .to them, but they 
provided a starting point for assessing orders 'of magni-
tude. ·:: ·, ·· · 

' -
3 .. In addition to that quanlitative ·aspect, 9t· which' the 
international cQmn;mnity seemed. to be becoming aware, 
there was also some awakening ,t() 'the. dra~a ·of the 
population migration from· the .country to the tqwns. 
Some speaker:; had referred: to that phenom.enon, .which 
so far had almostevery\Vh~~e·den~d the·ptariners•'cal(.mla­
·tions and the measures ta~en b~~:the authorities to cheek 
·or control' it. tpe ·phenomenon was occurring imper­
ceptibly or surreptitiously from ~e~r t(:) year, but viewed 
in its proper perspective~' it. was like' a gigantic ,waye 
bre~king a.n.d ~ndangerin~ thei comm.unity's ~oral' and 
soc1al equilibrium .. The .. problem was :be<:<miing · more 
.and more prono'Unced,r ,and '.if ,progtQss in ltou~~ng was 
only a small part of the solption, ·it. was nope, 'the Jess 
an essential part. · · . · · · · ' · · .' , · 
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4.· Eveq. where. tha,t·ph~nomenon was .rl.ot~:l:assttrtlfrig 
spectacular prbpottioris,' there was an increasing aware­
pes~ ;;of C:e.ttBri'n qualitative aspects attaching to a housing 
policy. What had happened in other sectors such as 
education or health. was now happening in the case of 
housing, i.e., an·objective once· regarded as· purely social 
,or humanitarian, was now view~d as a .factor of produc­
tivity, of economic development, and that was encoura­
ging. 

s·. 'Sig~s of 'the. awatcening 'or world co~s~ience could be 
(Qund . in the. policy adopted by · th~ big~. international 
fi.nancingjnstitutions such as, the InterAat,onal Develop­
~ent As~oci~tion,and th~ l,nte:t:-American :p~velopnwnt 
Bank; wJPc\1,h~d.d~cided that they could legitimately ear­
mark part of. tb~ir ,J;esources fo~ housing or land develop­
ment. projects~,·.~11 international financing~ that seemed 
quite a.., spt;ctac~li\r inno"ati.on,. reflecting the importan~ 
$iven to th~:,p:{obJ(!m .. He·. would als() stress the impor­
ta~ce which ne~ly all the regional . commi~sions now 
~tt~ch.tr4 to t9wn .pl~nni:ng and :flo using, and to th~ act~vi~ 
des w}lic~.they~~re see~ng.~o expand, t~king advantage 
.of. the .vezy close ,contacts. th~y ~9uid establish. with local 
~autho:riti~~,"1bete was also· a whole series :of profes~i9nal 
~~sociaqoqs .operating at the .inter.p.atfonallevel, such as 
;the Int~rnation~l. Council for Building. Research, Studies 
and Documentation (CIB), the International,: Uni.on of 
Architects, the International Federation for Housing and 
·Planning;,etc. 'Fhe .United Nations should endeavour to 
paJ:ticipate in that movement and to exert the· greatest 
possible· intpact. and influence. · 

6. ~other encouraging sign was that some communities 
b~ct: gradually co~e. to realize tliat house :building might 
be an effective means of stimulating voluntary savjng and 
diverting resources. either from lavish spending or from 
h~ar4ing, provided ·that the ·.appropriate institutions 
played their part and were sufficiently supported and 
as,~isted,'by the pub~~c ~uthorities. 'Where s~c4 ·~9nclitions 
eXIs~ed, they pro:ve~ to be a very eftecttve . means of 
bringing to light incrf'ased savi~gs and capital tormation, 
by. dffedng communities the opportunity of investjng their 
m9ney ?n: reasonable and attractiv~ terms. . . 

7. In the light of the Council's debate and of the studies 
. that bad b.een :undei"taken~ as well as of the conclusions 
or· the Comn1ittee on· Housing, Building and Planning, 
'the guide lines for action were fairly cleat and should not 
give~tise to controversy. That ~a~ one.of~.he sectors yvhere · 
tit:~ by now traditional fotms of tecll,nical co-operation, 
wltich.had been evolved over the past ten or fifteen years, 
· ~hould prove increasingly, effective. Those traditional 
·means consisted basically of technical assistance, and on 
th:at" point he would stress 'that ·the funds allocated . to 
hqu~ing and land· develojnnent ,in United Nations pro­
griunmes had almost 'doul?le<t between 1961 and 1963. 
~There ;W~r~. currently · 1,39' .,~xperts operating in. fifty 
countries, and. the Governing Colincil of' the Special Pund 
was $1\ri.ng 'fav()urabie cQn~ideration to. certain projects 
'in· thcise iectors. That expansion of resources and intensi· 
fication of activities provided an illustration or what 
happened when a sector was more or less recognizeJct aa a 
spearhead by the policy-making bodies. Followin.~· · ~> ··m· 
'by tlie Council Committee, the Council itself, r~;i: ·.... '!,ile 

c.
1:l G~~'fhll· ~Assiiftbly, . housing ·h.att: 'for. ahnost three years 

been identified, like in~ustrializa~io_n or pl~ning; as 'a 
sector where:~ 'United Nations activities shoW~ be· cQnSi· 
derabl~ inten.sifi~d~ .. and. the .. sec~et~~iat ha~t::\~-een· ~able 
to begm to Implement·that ·policy ·by supplytng ·more 

· services through t~chnical assistance. ,. · · · , 

8. Technical assistance was not, of course, everything. 
There was the possibility of benefiting from experience, 
of drawing conclusions from it, and reaching general 
findings· which inight be useful to · all. There was ·the 
obligation to undertake searching studies on the general 
or technical aspects of problems. There 'was the possibility 
of pilot projects, either for the purpose of trying out new 
methods .or of demonstrating them. Lastly, there was a 
vast ferment of both general and technical ideas emerging l 

from the meetings· organized either on a regional basis 
or under the auspices of the Council Committee, and from 
international conferences held under the auspices or with 
the collaborati9n of the qnited Nations. 

9. As desired by the Australia11; 'r,epresentativ~. (1337ti 
meeting), the Advisory Committee on the Application of 
.Science and Technology to Developmen~ had itself dealt 
with housing ·questions. 'The subject .had been di~cussed 
at its first session and was dealt with in one of the docu· 
ments to be submitted at the next .session. The building 
industry in general had nowhere been. one of the most 
progessive industries, one of those which had made the 
mo.st brilliant· use of recent technological advances. 
Undoubtedly ve~y great progress could be accomplished 
in that field, in developed and under-developed countries 
alike, if the resources of modem technology were applied 
more effectively. · 

10 •. As to organization within the Secretariat, it appeared 
that certain doubts had sometimes been expressed. The 
Cotnn:litte~'s recommendation concerning the establish· 
ment of a ¢entre for housing, building and planning (see 
E/3858, section XI, draft resolution III), should be con­
sidered in the light o( the difficulty experienced in obtain­
ing the services of competent staff in that field. Yet the idea 
of a centre had recently gained a measure of acceptance 
in the United Nations. As activities·- and that was not 
paradoxical .. - were gradually de_centralized, the policy­
making bodies as well as the Secretaril:lt bad' c()me to 
realize that, in order to ensure the' maximum ·eftectivettess 
of the decentralization process, Headquarters must at any 
time be in a position to draw upon the experience acquired 
in the· various regions, so that activities being undertaken 
in any area would have a cumulative effect. That, he 
believed, was why a housing centre had been ··suggested, 
just as an industrial d0velopment centre had recently been 
spoken of. Of·course, what he had just said also.applir,d 
·to the participation. of the specialized agencies which had 
technical or general responsibilities in those fields. Iff in 
. a:· system as interconnected and decentralized as n the 
United Nations system, each of the units involved was 
to be as efficient as possible, there must· o'bv~ously be a 
co-ordinating brain, and that explained the· 'choice of th'e 
term recommended by the Committee. To be sure, there 
was no magic power in that name and, once again. he 
would stress that the main difficulty lay in recruiting 
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qualified· staff, and wo.uld appeal to Gover~ents to help 
in overcoming that obstacle. 

11. The French representative had criticized the intention 
he attributed to the· Secretary-General of placing the 
activities · of the housing centre, if that centre was estab .. 
lished,. and those of the Bureau of Social. Affairs under 
a commissioner who -would have the rank of under .. 
secretary (1337th meeting). That idea, which in any.event 
had not as. yet been .adopted by the Secretariat, had its 
origin . in the management survey which the specialized 
services of th~ Sec~etadat had carried out during the 
past two years in the J;)epartm~nt of Economic and Soci~l 
Affairs ·to determine what organizational· and structural 
reforms were necessary to enable that Department to cope 
with a growing nwn.ber of increasingly complex tasks. 
The report on survey had been submitted to the Advisory 
Committee on .Administ~;ative and Budgetary Questions. 
The principle by which the survey team had been guided 
was that the activities of the Department shC'uld in future 
be j'nterl'elated, so that daily briefing and representation 
at the appropriate level could be .provided for each sector~ 
It appeared that, in comparison with others, certain 
activities were being·neglected from. that point of view. 
Practical considerations of the kind as well as considera­
tions of prestige, having regard to the importance attached 
to each sector., were what had led to that conclusion. 
However,· the Secretary-General had not taken any 
decision, and he ventured to hope that delegations would 
not condemn the suggest~on .outright but would keep an 
open miqd on the subject. · . · 

" ' . ' 

12. Sir Samuel HOARE (United Kingdom) said that, in 
view of the gravity of the housing problem, which had 
been described extretr ·· ~u by the Under~Secretary, 
the task of the C . , , ! ~·~ n Housing, Building . and 
Planning was to f; · . , 1 means of increasing the 
effectiveness ·of the e1 ·; h~'>th at the national and 
the international level 1-- ·.~.It was, however, rather 
disappointing to note that, ~... its second session, the 
Co,nmittee had devoted a large part of its time to dis· 
cussions .of the procedures, resources and organization 
of the United; Nations. It Was to be hoped that in future 
the Committee would make better use of the knowledge 
and experience of the highly competent specitdists of 
whom it was composed. · 

13. The Committee's report (B/3858) nevertheless showed 
that there had been useful discussion on a number of 
subjects, such as pilot projects, the industrialization of 
building, reconstruction following natural disasters and 
research and documentation on housing, building and 
planning. With respect to. reconstruction, he pointed out 
that a body consisting of expeus on various aspects of 
housing and building had been set up in the United 
Kingdom to study methods of assisting countries affected 
by natural disasters; the 'United Kingdom repre~ntative 
on the Committee on Housing, Building and ·Planning 
was·a member of that body. 

14 •. The CIB, to which research institutions in tJ-.·; United 
Kingdom were affiliated, played a very valuable part as a 
centre for the dissemination of information and documen· 
tation on all a~pects of research relating to building .. If an. 

international eentre for documentation were to .be estab ... 
li~hed, it was essential that it should make full use of the 
services .c1f CIB and similar bodies, and ·endeavo"r to 
avoid dup,lication of their work. ·' · . . · 

15. ·with f.,~gard to structural arrangements,; hi~ detega: 
tion had . noted . the Secretary-G~meral't& : obs~rYJ:ltio.ns 
co:Q.tained i1,1 :paragraph. 12 of his .. report. (E/3918) 
and the Under-Secretary'~ ·remark~~ .. lt could :accept 
~he establishment of. a centre for housi~g, bUilding. 4nd 
planning in the United Nations Secretariat, as proposed 
in draft · resolution III of ~he Committee. H~ would 
reserve comment on the other. draft resolutions sublllitted 
by the Committee :until their discussiL. ;n the . Social 
Committee .. 

16 .. Mr. NOMIYAMA (Japan) said that, owing ;tQl <Je· 
struction d;uring WorldWarJI,. the. housing ~hortage in 
his couqtry hap . amounted to about 4.5 miJlion unit$1 ,in, 
19.45, As a result of action by the Gov~rJUl1en.t .(ena9t· 
ment of the Public-Operated National Hqusing Law jn 
1951 and establishment, ln 1955, of *h~ Japan .Ho"Qsing .. 
Corporation financed '. by the Government and local 
authorities) as well as by private enterprise (establishment: 
of the Housing Loan Corporation in 1950), 9. millipn 
housing units had been built between 1945 and 1963. 
However, demand was still jncreasing, and the ·Ministry 
of Construction had drawn ·up a Jong-te~;m.progr~mme 
under which housing was to be built for low-income 
groups aD;d urban employees; and, land develo~d apd, 
made available by the Government for private housing 
construction. That pr9gramme provided for a v,~ry large. 
number of dwellings to be built during the. 1964.196$ 
fiscal year; 40 per cent of the total were to be constr:ucted 
by the public authorities or with their.fin~ci~l assistance. 

17. His delegation was afraid that the Committee :on 
Housing, Building and Planning had· rather· missed its 
real target at its second session. The highly qualified' 
specialists who were members of 'the Committee should 
not be allowed· to get discouraged. by the, apparently 
dverriding importance or organizationa1 problems. ' •· . ' 
18. His delegation supported draft resolution III of the 
Committee, proposing the establishment or a centtd for. 
housing, building and planning in the Secretariat. that 
eentre. could co-ordinate the multiplicity or actiVities in the· 
field of housing and environmental development, "and its; 
establishment :appeared to. be more 'realistic and construe..: 
tive as well as less costly than the creation of a· new. 
specialized agency,, 

. I .. 

19. Mr. HANDL (Czechoslovakia) expressed satisfaction 
with the work accomplished by the Committee . on 
HoD:sing, Buil~ing and Plan!"n~ at its . ~e~onq seasion, 
particularly because of the pttonty it had 8J.ven to bid us·. 
trialization and the.· speeding up ot housing. The seminar 
on the building industry organized by ECE at Prague in 
April 1964 had been very valuable. · · · ' 

20. With regard to draft resolution III submitted by the 
Committee. his delegation felt that although aome .co· 
ordinatiQn of United Nations activities was necessary, it 
should be ensUJ;ed by existing bodies, and that any other 
solution, such as the estabJishment of an jnternation~ 
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centre for housing, building· and planning in the Depart ... 
ment of Economic and Social Affairs was bound to have 
financial implications sooner or later. Despite approving 
the spirit of the draft resolution, therefore, it~ was reluc­
tant to endorse the establishment of a body of that kind. 

. . 
' 

21. His delegation considered that the use of the services· 
of CIB would be preferable to the establishment of a 
United Nations international centre for docnmentation on 
housing, building and planning. At the nineteenth session~ 
of ECE ·his delegation had emphasized the importance of 
co·operation between the ECE Committee on· Housing; 
Building and Planning and the corresponding Council 
committee. Such co-operation would facilitate the solu-· 
tion of problems encountered by the developing countries. 

22. Miss MUTER (Indonesia) emphasized the importance 
of housing and environmental problems for all the coun­
tries in the World, and particularly for the developing 
countries which were undergoing rapid urbanization but 
often lacked industrializatiqn equipment and technical 
knowledge. A solution of those problems· required out­
side assistance, and that justified the existence of the 
Committee on Housing, Building and Planning. Her dele­
gation· supported the establishment . of an international 
centre for housing, building and planning in the Depart­
ment of Economic and Social Affairs. It would vote for 
the three draft resolutions submitted by the Committee. 

23. Mr. MIGONE (Argentina) recalle.d that he had 
already drawn attention to the disparity between popula­
tion growth and housing, which was one of the most 
alarming symptoms of the situation in the developing 
countries. Twenty-five years ago, Argentina had con­
vened the first inter-American conference on mass 
housing, whose valuable recommendations ha~ not re­
ceived the attention they deserved but which had led to 
the setting up of an Inter-American Housing and Phmning 
Centre at Bogota. The Argentine delegation, therefore, 
was bound to. :approve any United Nations action calling 
attention to the question and, in particular, .to the pro­
posal for the establishment of a centre. 

24. In· Argentina, there was a shortfall ·of about 1.5 
million dwellings. Government action and private enter­
prise could only meet a fraction of the needs; a financial 
policy to stimulate building had been initiated; and a 
pilot project was being carried out. In addition to the. 
activities of public autitorities and private enterprise, 
the trade unions and co-operatives could also play their 
part. House-building was one way of combating inflation 
since it diverted savings from the purchase of 'Consumer 
goods. 

25. T~e Argentine delegation would have some observa­
tions to make in the Social Committee on the draft reso-' 
lutions of the. Committee on Housing,. Building and 
l~hmning. · 

26. Mr. FRAN2I (Italy) said that the high quality of the 
experts sent by most of th~ countries concerned to take 
part in the ·second session of the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning was reflected in the well-thought .. 
out report before the. Council. There was need for cs~e, · 

however, to ensure that the Committee was not moved 
by the experts' zeal to take up too many questions at a 
time. 

27. The Italian delegation had no objection to the 
establishment of a centre for ,housing, building and 
planning, but would like to know how the project was to 
be. carried out within the limits of the present United 
Nations budget, yet without prejudicing the centre's work. 

28. An indication of excessive zeal on the part of the 
Committee was the. proposal to hold an international 
conference on industrialization of building in 1966 or 
1967. Fie shared the Indian representative's view (1337th 
meeting) that, . to avoid the multiplication of meetings of 
that. type, the conference sho~ld not be convened till 
1968. . . . 

29. The v~st range of housing problems made it necessary 
for the Committee to set an order of priorities in its work, 
without neglecting any aspect of the subject, that should 
be based primarily on the needs of the less advanced 
among the· developing countries. One very important 
aspect, to which the Committee had seemingly given too. 
little attention; was the collection of data. 

30 .. The Under-Secretary's remarks concerning the possi­
bility of channelling savings into building applied mainly 
to countries that had already reached a certain level of 
development. 

31. In connexion with studies relating to r~con~truction 
following natural disasters, he mentioned that Italy had 
had notable experience in that sphere; the Committee had 
appointed an Italian expert as one of the rapporteurs for 
that question. . 

32. His delegation was prepared to support the draft 
resolutions submitted by the ·Committee in principle, 
but would reserve the right to spea.k o·n points of drafting 
in the Social Committee. . . 

33. Miss WOOD (Ghana) congratulated the Committee 
on Housing, Building and Planning on its report. Ghana 
was beginning to· industrialize; towns had been growing 
very rapidly in the post·war period and at Accra, in parti­
cular, the position was critical. In spite of considerable 
financial efforts, progress remained slow. However, the 
Government had succeeded in creating the new town 
of Tema at a co&t, so far, of £5 million (Ghanian). In the 
rural districts, the problem was less acute, and dwellings 
were often built by the inhabitants themselves. The seven­
year building plan whose implementation had been 
started in 1963 was aimed almost exclusively at urban 
housing and envisaged the building of. 60,000 dwellings. 
It. contained no provisions for slum clearance, but. efforts 
would be made to avoid increasing the. number of un-. 
healthy dwellings. The expected cost was £44.5 . million, 
(Ghanaian), half of which would be provided by ·the 
Government. So far, even the cheaper dwellings were 
too costly. The Gover.qment accordingly intended to 
resort to economic building methods- in par.ticular, the 
use of local materials. Ghana had concluded ari agree· 
ment with th~ USSR· for the construction or' a factory 
maMing units for prefabricated houses. It hoped that the 



international organizations would grant it all possible 
financial and technical assistance. 

34. The Ghanaian delegation noted the high priority 
accorded to industrialization by the Committee and 
supported the establishment of a centre for housing, 
building and planning in the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs. It did not share the viewpoint of t.he 
ECE Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 
concerning the need for prudence in intensifying the 
activities of the specialized agencies and thought it was 
more especially important that the objectives of the 
United Nations Development Decade should be attained 
in the field of housing. 

35. Mr. UMRATH (International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions), speaking at the invitation of the President, 
said th~t all countries, even the most advanced ones, 
recognized how far achievements in the matter of housing 
and building fell short of requirements. United Nations 
action in that field was also insufficient, both absolutely 
and in comparison with its other spheres of activity. 
There was neither a sp~cialized agency n.or a centre 
dealing with the problem, and the lack of staff and co­
ordination was strongly felt at United Nations Head­
quarters. 

36. Most of the documents laid the greatest stress on the 
training of the higher grades of staff and failed to take 
sufficient account of the building industry's basic needs. 

37. It was becoming more and more obvious that the 
building industry's capacity was far too low. In those 
circumstances, the Secretary-General's proposal (E/3918, 
para. 10) to establish a post of commissioner for social 
development and housing did not seem very appropriate. 
All efforts should be directed towards the creation of an 
industry capable of meeting increasing needs. That should 
be the first task of the centre for housing, building and 
planning, which it was proposed to set up within the 
United Nations Secretariat. 

38. The industrialization of building was only part of the 
solution. In the developing countries, where unemploy­
ment and under-employment were endemic, it would be 
more eftective to organize a traditional building industry 
which could absorb surplus labour and train skilled 
workers. That was what had been done, for example, in 
Israel where the level of housing construction was 
highest. To set up factories making prefabricated units, 
which required considerable capital outlay and imports, 
was more appropriate for industrialized than for develop­
ing countries. 

39. It was also necessary to organize the building ma­
terials industry. 
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40. In October 1964, the International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions was to hold a housing conference in 
conjunction with the International Federation of Building 
and Woodworkers at which the problems of new building 
techniques would be examined. 

41. Mr. BARBULESCO (Observer for Romania), speak­
ing at the invitation of the President, said that it was no 
use speaking of social progress or of raising living stan­
dards while millions of human beings were living in 
improvised or unhealthy dwellings. The importance 
attached to the questio& by the United Nations had been 
clearly shown through the establishment by the Council 
of the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning, 
which provided a valuable opportunity for the different 
countries to exchange their experience. 

42. One of the Committee's resoi
1

utions (resolution 2 
(II) ), which the Romanian delegation had !argely helped 
to draft, recommended the Council, when examining the 
question of conversion of the resources released by 
disarmament to peaceful uses, to consider the necessity 
of allocating an appropriate share to housing, building 
and planning. In another (resolution 4 (II) ), originally 
proposed by the Soviet Union and Romania, the Com· 
mittee recommended that the Council reqnest the Secre­
tary-General to undertake a study on, inter alia, achieve­
ments in the field of industrialization of housing in 
developing countries. Romania's experience showed that 
the industrialization of building was the only means of 
reducing ;:osts and shortening building times. The meet­
ings, seminars and exhibitions, held in conjunction with 
the proposed study, would enable the various countries 
to exchange their experiences and would promote inter­
~,:~.Honai co-operati''liri. Bilateral and multilateral arrange­
rn.cuts, t·~specting the independence and national so­
\i\:;'~eignty of the parties concerned, would play a decisive 
Tole. In the light of the findings of the proposed study, 
recommendations could be made concerning the neces­
sary technical and financial a&aistance and the improved 
co-ordination of United Nations activities. 

43. Between 1960 and 1963, 545,000 dwellings had been 
built in Romania, of which 162,000 were financed exclu­
sively from public funds. In 1964, the building of a further 
54,000 dwellings would be financed by the State. The 
Romanian People's Republic was always ready to share 
its technical knowledge and at the same time, to learn 
from the experience of others. 

44. The PRESIDENT declared the general debate on 
item 23 closed, and proposed that the item be referreci 
to the Social Committee. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 12.55 p.m. 
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