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1. Mr. LUNS (Netherlands) said that land reform

was a subject which deserved high priority in the study
of the economic development of under-developed areas.
and was one which the Netherlands Government was’

well acquainted with in all its aspects, including transfer

machine services. , '
2. . In the Netherlands the area available for agticul-

tural production had long been too small to absorb the

increase in population: although the total cultivated
area had inereased hy 900,000 acres between 1900 and
1950, the area per head of pipula

than half the cultivated area was operated on lease and

the creation of sound conditions of tenancy and owher~’

ship was therefore important. Originally the question of
tranisfer of ownership had beeni

nical point of view only but additionsl measures had
beea takon to ensure that the econimic impact of trans<

fers of ows. ‘rship should conform to a general pattern -
of agricultural development. I order to obtain the
maximum effect, such measures as road construction,

drainage and education in agronomy ‘were meceSsary

of ownership, credits, co-operatives, fiscal pO]icy: and

spulation had decreased:
from one acre in 1900 to half an acre in 1950, More

approached from a tech-

as well as measures of lantdh refggglfMore?md more
countries were recognizing the need for supplementary
measures and land reform had become part of a broad

agricultural policy which included such other matters.

" as soil improvement, the provision of credit, the promo-

tion of co-operatives, the improvement of techniques
and the supply of machinery.. e

3. In implementing any land reform programme, it
was ithportant not to lose sight of the social and human’
aspects of the problem. Persuasion was preferable to.
coercion but programmes of information for farmers
took time as mural society was strongly influenced by
ethnic and religious factors. -~ -~ o
4. The lack of financial resources was also a major.
obstacle, The studies on land reform had demonstrated
that international co-operation was essential, Considera~
tion should be given to the possibility of making a

practical contribution to the acceleration of land reform

meastires through the Expanded Programme of Tech-

nical Assistance. The Netherlands would gladly en-.
deavour to make an.increasing number of Netherlands
experts available to the under-developed countries, and

to receive more fellows from those countries in the

Netherlands. There was an urgent need to increase the
funds available for that form, of technical assistance and

the Economic Committee of the Council might con- -
ider the possibility of adopting a resolution onthat

point.

5. With regard to the further steps the United Nations

might take in the matter of Jand reform, he felt there
was little point in continuing to send out questionnaires
which wonld result, in a few years, in the drafting of
a third report that would, in his opinion, be of no value.

"The studies made -earlier and annexed to the second.

report ot Progress in Land Reform (E/2930) had
resulte] in a ¢ ensive survey. It ﬁ(mmbe better

to concentrate the activities of the Secrétariat and the

specializéd agencies on certain specific aspects of fand

the United Nations (FAO) was eminently capable of
dealizig with the agrioultural factors ; the United Nations
Educational, Scientific “and - Cultural = Organization

(UNESCO) for its part, could consider the best ways
~ of informing and educating farmers, while the Inter-

national Labour Organisation (ILO) could consider
the question of the invisible unemployment which ver:

~ often detracted from the efficiency of land reform. The

Sectetariat would remain responsible for the general
co-ordination of the work that was being done, with &.
view to attaining balanced economic and social develop~
ment throughout the woeld. -~

6, ' Turning to the question’ afoa-opera;mws, he sa:ld

that co-operatives played an important patt in the coun-
tries where large estates had been replaced by smalt
peasant holdings. Co-operatives facilitated the transition
by acting as intermediaries between the small producer
and the world market and by helping to correct the
lack of balance in market conditions., The omnly other

possibility would be a.system of kolkhozes, under which

" B/SR.960
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t'ﬁe farmer Wes in danger of getting lost in a maze of * W

hiwredticracy.
7. Chapter 3 of the report on co-operatives (E/2950),
d}a%mg with sectors suitable for the co-operative form
tganization, was excellent, but chapter 2, regard-
‘ing. the various forms of assistance which could be
provided by governments and other agencies was, un-
fgrtunately, no more than an enumeration of pre-war
asas
tarfun tekts and ldckifig in critical examitistioti, THe
report failed to throw sufficient light on the important
probleni of the relationship between governmients and
‘ cd«ﬁp’ératﬁres
i which the farmets and producers ‘became instruments

for the attainment of Stafe aims Was dooiied. The
State could suppert co-oppratlves but it should do sg

VEry. cautiously. It was stated i paragraph 6 of the

report that “the task of the public authorides shouldt

he first ‘of gll to deyelop what might be called a ‘pre-
cp-operative’ stage of rural organization” but it was a

fact that, after such a start, Cory peratives were ngver

able to achleve 1ndependt=nce A co-operative must be
mde sendent and ‘jts members nitlst
detivities voltintarily. Tn_support, of
qiidted from a Speech by TIr. Gomulka giving the latter $
concliisionis ¢h tfle functmmng of ‘co- eratwes in Po-
lind. Nevertheless, co-ogeratives couldp be given assis-
tance at the national or the international level; it could
 take the form'of indirect financial assistance ‘buit it should
oggmst prxmarrly in ‘the trammg of staff for the co-~

five moverient and the dissémination of informa-

tldn on_the giths, méthods arid advantiges of co-
eratives, I'n that contiexidn hﬁ Lted that the Danish
gﬁtu \%s "trém g 3 lérge hitnber. 'of piipils from
Lafin Amefica, There dbait, the Ut itéd Niations could
cHiftribiite most usefully ’tﬁréugh the Expanded Pro-
gramme of Technical Assistance.

8. ‘He dmifbted’%vﬂether rurther §tﬁ81es o co-operatlves
woiild serve any wuSeftl ‘purposé and thought thit it
W&t‘ﬂd f)e better fof the Cotiticil to

10 céf a 1 specific gpestrons ‘ot adequately dealt yyﬁh
e ‘docnients ‘a8, ¥6r instance, fhe hmlfs within

W ﬁh the public : suthérities shotld reffiain in stimulat:
itfgr the '¢o-0 eratm ‘niovemenit, lest their activity should
tefH ’into Harni ul nterr’éfence The Council m}ght also

sf’lff& ’fﬂ’e ée&s for which co-operatives could provide;

2%6 5;iiiic l’s , was ho pan cea,, The latter. pomt mlght
- uetilly have’ﬁeen (;onsrdere% in chapfer T of the réport.

9, With respect to the industrialization of the under-

developed colintries, there was good reason why the
Secretary-Getieral’s prqgress report oti implementation

of the programme of work on 1ndnstr1ahzat10n and
productivity (£/2958) was less copious than thie second
report on Progress in Land Reform (E/2930). Just

a5, in the , course of history, agricultural dctivities.

prededed mdustnalfzauen, Unifed Nations activitles in

the field of indiistry were modre recent than its work

m agnculture Only at its twenty-first session had the
% endorsed Couqcll resolution 597 A (XXI)),
,& i

"3%19 084 m.é‘mﬁrﬂm rapime. of Wor
za’cmn ml pro tiv ty 5
Secre ary—Ge?;Z ; m otie qf the reyorts (E/

neral Had. analyse d ‘the pract cgl

) ) the Secretary- pract
? 2}
nt re g? tthg WOJ.E}.{

,,18 1 Vd]Vﬁ in Jnduﬁtrr 172

1at caretil preparatron,
of Wohk Had been conceived as a humber of projects

thixed, 3% "a_few places, with present-day -totali-

Extperierice Had sHown that a co-operative

artlclpate in 1ts‘
fhat afﬁrmatlon he

ive it§ attentlon‘

erat:ve m6 ement coyld remiedy some

on

‘ . -zr 2 h é ls. : ;é’!} . & c1 |
:  be g dorl,e a;ngus mte iI:Tafa ns lgodzes
al&s ¢ prdgramme* ‘

which the Cquncll had 0§1§d t 1$§ t jecon
sessxdn (Couticil resolutior l‘i{ Agees-
sary funds had beén vatéd ohly ‘ast rhe eleveia esgio)
of the General Assembly and therefore t Hé géf J%t

were clearly in the initial stages, He Was gra

 the Secretary-General had found it -possible to submit

a progress report. The three studies on operational
characteristics were companion projects and he assumed
that it was only for practical reasons that the Secretary-
General’s report omitted any reference to “measures
of promotion of small-scale industries”, one of. the
projects selected for early action (A/3154 para. 185)

He drew the Cotincil’s attentlon to the importance

of developing small-scale industries in the early stages

of industrialization and expressed the hope that the

Secretary-General’s next progress report would contain
ihformation of1 the subject,

10. Project 4 on the relationship of community devel-
opment and co-operatives to the industrialization pro-
cess would benefit greatly from United Nations ex-
perience m the ﬁeld Wz'th respect to project 5, -a
beirmnmg ready been made in evaluating the
e;‘:;pénence game under the technical assistance pro-
' e on prol 1em$ of mdus;rml fnanag ement in
under—develo Sed countr1e§ Pro;ect 6 had riot yet been
begun althqugh there was gene a,greement on the
ithportatice of ificréasing the & c1ency of 1ndustrral
management’in under-developed countries. In’ that con--
nekion, 'he pointed ‘out that fhe Shortage ‘of executives
was ‘ofie factor. retarding the hdistrialization of rhany
countries and that training and educationr Wete as it
portant as availability of capital. In addition to edu-
cation in écl}ools and universities; other, forms of train-
1ng, particilarly: training within indystry, should not
eglected, Use should be made of the assistance that

d e ?rowded bg' private undertakings, partrcularly
tﬁose which could best coqtr,;bute to the development
of the under-developed countries. He felt that the idea

- might be sponsored by the Technical Assistance Ad-

ministration and as an ‘examiple He mentioned the case
of 200 young engineers from the Indian steel industry

" who would e trained under the auspices of the Ford

Foundation in American steel plants and at the same
time continue their Studies at a Yechnical institute,

11, Hepoihted out that ‘the efficiency of public enter-
prises, which, for political and ecdnoniic reasofis, were
cafled upon to .play.sucti a large part in ‘prodtiction in
the under=develdped coumtiies, might be hampered by
red tape. Usk should be madé of the experierice gained
in countties in vrhich government enterprises efuoyeél
a greater degree of freedom than ordinary goverrient
services ecguse they were mamged along the lines of
pnvafte ‘enter Pl‘(kn He ‘tHought thit the matter might
bg’ Studljed” \ﬁﬂt i ‘t‘hé ‘framewoffr of | rojéc*l:
12, Prb';"e é donceriing stqdles on techniques of
emqom;c p gnmng,, waﬁlg t mentiotied i in the Secretaty~
eral’@ .report i ( Q) ‘That was probably due ta
lacg f time bu: Je ppn;ted out that the sttidies in

tu\%.&r

felt that ecoriomic “protamuning” was a ‘more apt
scmtmn than economic, “planning” and. would serve
emphasize the technical, ,«cth racter of the guestion;
gﬁ ccmomm COmMJSSIOH for atm America and :the
Economic Conmussxpn fot. Asia and the Far East had

.‘ dg estio were of pragtical iportance. His deiegation

done yaluable Work in that respect, He drew attentioh

to, the, importance of collecting the international dnfor:
mat;o,n required for programming dnd felt that it would .
be better for a central agency to publish estimates in

: respect of international phenomena likely to influence
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the deireldpn%eﬁt of vatious countries inStead of leaving

that task to each individual national planning agency,

as was done at the present time. The estimates made
on the subject by the Organization for European
Economic Co-operation (OEEC) would alse be very
useful, S

13. He felt that insufficient attention had been paid
to the under-developed countries’ need to save capital,
particularly when they had a plentiful supply of man-~
power. The Secretariat had already embarked upon

a study of the problem in the building sector. A num-

ber of experts had rightly suggested that the market
prices quoted for capital and labour were not always

~ the real prices and that the market could be subdivided
into several sectors. He suggested that the Secretary-
General might collect further information on the subject. .

14. He had previously pointed out that a “philosophy”
of economic development was beginning to take shape,
according to which economic development was not just
a process but a rallying cry for increasing numbers of
people. That rallying cry could be interpreted in many
different ways and the definition of balanced economic
growth gave rise to much. controversy. The distribution
of the world’s resources and rapid technological changes
were to a large extent responsible for differences in
economic development, Yet that development was be-
coming increasingly dependent on the will of man
rather than the presence of specific resources. The
example of Nova Scotia proved that areas which had

“appeared to be in a state of economic stagnation could

be rejuvenated. The importance of industrialization to

economic development could not be denied and it was.

not by accident that the word “industry” meant dili-

gence as well as manufacture, The -principle that pro-

ductive enterprises should be established where they
could be operated at lowest cost was still valid but in
the modern world of unemployment and technical
changes it could not always be easily applied. Indus~
trialization should be more than the mere substitution
of national for imported products and an arbitrary
increase in exports, Excessive industrialization might

cause disequilibrium and the industrialization pro-
gramme under consideration would provide more in-

sight into the question of the degree of protection
required for the promotion of industrialization. -

15. Stressing the importance of regional. action in

economic development, he referred to the progress

achieved by the Central American countries and re-

called that, since the Second World War, Europe too

had become - increasingly aware of the advantages to

be gained from economic integration. Thus on 24
March 1957, six European countries had signed treaties
at Rome establishing a European economic community

and a European atomic energy community, Some
people had had  misgivings over those.developments,
but he wished to dispel their fears. Apart from nolitical-
considerations, the agreements had been prompted by

strong economic motives, As Professor Ingvar Sven-

nilson had shown, the division of the European con- -

tinent held many disadvantages from the economic

standpoint and placed Europe in a position of inferiority
vis-0-vis the TInited States of America and the Soviet

Union. The treaties would undoubtedly promote Euro-
pean production and welfare to the advantage of the
rest of the world, He believed - that imports of raw

materials, in- particular, would expand more rapidly

than they would have done if there were no Common
Market and that the association with overseas terri-

.'tori‘es would have very liftle« eﬁect dn-, outside ;g:bﬁntﬁes..
- Actually, repercussions would be slow in making them-

selves felt since a.long period of transition was pro-
vided for, and it would be twelve to fifteen years before

~the new system was functioning regularly, He hoped

that the Common Market would grow in extent and
he pointed out that important negotiations were being
conducted within the OEEC with a view to establishing
a free trade area, the United Kingdom being the
sponsor. ~ T I P

16. He drew attention to chapter IV of the Economic

" Survey of Europe in 1956 (E/ECE/278), in which

some of the implications of the common market for.
the member countries themselves were analysed. He
thought that the danger of a concentration of industrial
activity, even if it should increase, need not be exag-
gerated, Such a concentration would in any case in-

~crease productivity for the greater good of all parts

of the world. Morecver, the Common Market Treaty
provided for an expansion of migrations within Europe
and for capital movements towards the less-developed
countries. Thus the prospect of establishing a better-

- balanced Europe could be envisaged, following a plan

whi;:(lil could subsequently be applied to the rest of the

world. R R S
17. Mr. CHENG (China) expressed his approval of
the Secretary-General’s report on industrialization
(E/2958), both as regards the subject chosen and
the treatment accorded each subject. The studies to
be made on industrial management and on the size of
plants would be particularly helpful to the under--
developed countties,. -~ -

18. The Chinese delegation also congratulated the

Secretariat on its increasing efforts to analyse and
disseminate the reports on technical assistance, The

‘problems confronting the under-developed countries -

had many points in common and therefore the reports

relating to one country could be useful to many others.
It was also pleased to note that the Secretariat was -
participating more and more in the implementation
of technical assistance programmes, which it regarded.
as the best means of assisting the under-developed
countries. = o T A SR

19. He went on to make a few observations on the
individual projects mentioned in the report, Referting
to project 2 (e), on the construction industry, he
thought that a further aspect of the problem—the study
of developments in the construction of factories, espe-
cially for small and medium-scale undertakings—would
also be useful, With regard to area 6 (Financial and
fiscal aspects of industrial development), he thought
that the choice of Mexico 'was appropriate, and he
thought that, resources permitting, the study proposed
might be made more representative by being extended
to include one of the Asian and Far Eastern countries,
To accelerate the process of industrialization, it was
necessary not only to find' capital, especially foreign
capital, but also to prevent inflation. In-those respects.
Mexico differed widely from the Far Eastern countries,
first bécause it was nearer the potential -sources of
foreign capital and secondly becatise its economy was

‘depéndent on mining rather than' agriculture, Its spe-

cial problems therefore tended to be very different from
those facing a Far Bastern country with a predomi~
nantly agrariati economy. U ik

20. Turning to the question of land reform, he said
that the rural land reform programme had been com-
pleted in' Taiwan in 1954 with the creation of peasant
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diwriestip. Thet had been few net devélopineats sinct,
bift He would like to draw the attéritioh of the Council
to dhother aspect of the problem, namiely that of urban

land reform.

21. 'The Chinese Govérnment was currently engaged

in a reform programme to counteract the spectacular
rise in the price of urban land since the Second World
War as a result not only. of political, ecoriomic and
social ' factors, but also of speculation, which tended to
intensify the housing problem and to impede indus-
ttialization, - R
22 The Chingse Goverrimen had taken Steps to curb
the rise in urban Jand prices due to speculative. causes.
It was also acting on, the principles taught by Sun
Vat-sen, the founder of the Chinese Republic, who in
tyrn had adopted Henry George’s theory that all acci-
dental increase in the value of urban %@;@,ﬂyms ynearned
and should therefore be enjoyed by the community as a

i

SLb

edistributed along the same Tines as rural land. Two

whole. It also considered that urban land should be

taxes had been introduced to bring about those ends:
the land value tax and the land increment tax. The
formier was assessed on the current value of the land,
preferential rates being accorded in the case of land
used for industrial purposes. The latter was imposed
ofi the unearneéd increment of land, the rate ‘V‘aj;-yin%
from 30 to 100 per cent of the incremient. It did not

apply -to increased values die to imiprovements made-

by the landowner. Tt was payable on the transfer of
the land; except in the case of inheritance, The proceeds
were to be tsed exclusively for the construction of low-
priced houses and for various social welfare purposes.

23, Under the Urban Land Reform Act landowners

were obliged to sell, within fwo years, all vacant land
held in excess of the statutory limits, The measure was
designed to prevent speculative accumulation of land
‘and to make mote land available for residential and

- industrial uses. | -
24, The Act had beei passed in 1954, and sitice 1956

hiad beet a;z;?ﬁeﬁd to sixty-one towns i Taivwan, During.

the past fiftden months, efforts had been directed
towards acquaintinig the people with the purposes and
provisions of the programme, and towards ascertaining
the-value of urban land in the districts concerned. Al-
though the programme was of recent application, it
was already beginning to bear fruit: urban land prices
had ceased to skyrocket and owners were beginning to
séi; their surpﬁué land; the taxes were a source of
revenye for the Government; and, lastly, buyers of
land were mainly using it for residential and industrial
purposes. o | |
25, Mr. SCHICKELE (Food and Agriculfure Orga-
-tlizatiott of the United Nations) said that the FAO was
niuch interested in the quiestion of land reform apd
co-operatives, a question of great imiportance for the
progress of agriculture and economic development. in
general. Contrary to what many people seemed to
think, tand reform did not hecessarily imspiy the expio-
pristion of landowners and the rédistrib

&di ution of fheir

lioldings ; he méntioned 4 number of wedsures taken by
various countries which attained théir desited objec~

tives without infringing property rights. The imiple
“mentation of land réf0r£ programmies often. raised

certaifn initial difficulties, but miost of the difficulties

sgrvices and providing technical advice,
26. 'With réspéct to the Secretary-General's regort on
Progress in Lind Reform (E/2930), he wished to

o st

could be surmounted by establishing agricultaral credit

bfr‘ff,l up 'to dafe the part coridefning the activities of
FAQ (pp, 175-180). The Stidy Entitled Improving
Agricultiril Tenancy had Been publishéd h Erglish
atid Spanish’ and was die to appeat in Fr

vas due to appeat in Fiench at the
end of April. The work entitled The State of Food und
Agriculture, 1957 would contain a comprehensive sec-

tion on post~war institutional reforms in the field of

agriculturg, The Food and Agricultyre Organization
was also planning to organize land settlement develop-
ment; centres or seminars (in the Far East for 1958
apd in Latin America for 1959), an agricultural credit
deyelopment centre for 1958 in Latin America, and an
agricultural co-operative training centre for the South
Paific in 1958, The seminar on rights of usage of public
lands recommended by the Near East Forestry
Commission was planned for late 1957 or 1958, The
technical assistance given by FAO in the field of land
reform and land settlement had been expanded to in-
clude Libya and Pakistdn; its work in that field now

covered nineteen countriés. |

27. He felt that the timie had come to consider whether
it. Was desirablé to repeat in 1958 the ‘survéys which
had been carried out by means of ‘questionnaires in
1952 and 1955. The replies coricefning legislative meas-
utes had made it possible to prepare a fairly complete
table covering sixty-one countries, However, since the
measutes in question were long-term . meéasures, and
sitice any changes they Brought about would be rela-
tively slow, it might be beiter to wait for miore than
thrée years before sendinig out a new questionnaire on
the subject. As far as the problems of impletnentation
were concernied, the replies varied greatly from one
country to another and it seemed that many countries
ntight “benefit considerably from objective studies of
how the laws were actually implemented at the local
level and what obstacles were encountéred. With re-
spect to the impast of land reform measures, replies
had been received from only sixteen countries, iniclud-
ing the United States of America, New Zealand and
six European countries. Moréover, most of the replies

- stressed the difficuity of iSolating ‘the effects of land

reform mieasures proper from the genera] effects of eco-
néiiic, technical aixd nattiral forces, | |

28. In the circumstances, FAO wondered whether it
wotld not be desirable to extend the interval between
periodic surveys, to have the next report concentrate
more Specifically on problems of implementation of
land reform measures and appraisal of their impact, and
to recommend thzt countries undertake specific studies
of the problems of implementation ard of the impact of
land reform measures on production, employment, liv-
ing standards and. economiic development, The Food
and Agriculture Otganization was willing, in co-
opération with the other specialized agencies, to assist
Governmenits in ‘organizing such studies, From its own
experience, it believed that many countries would wel-
come stch a step. ‘ e |

29, With respect tb co-operatives, the tiwo reports
prépared by the Seeretaviat (E/2524 and E/2950)
constituted a fairly thorough tredtment of the funda-
migntal aspécts of co-operative developiment, In - the-
opiriion of FAO, it would be adyisable o wait “dfitil
the frieasutes alréady taken had prodiced tangible re-

sults be've plaiing a third report—the niore So 4t

fhe 4 & ed agencies which Were Tnterested in the
Giitio ' covoperatives had developed iy working
1.1y

miethiods wnd were actively engaped in tiat fie
mbetings Which were oftén organized on a ‘egional

particilal, He ‘mentiotled  thé “iritertiational 'tec
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basis, the eﬁ:perts who were sent out under United
Nations technical assistance programmes, the estab-

- lishment of co-operative training centres, the granting

~of feliowships, and the special studies which FAO

prepared on certain aspects of the problem. All those
activities had led to the production of a large number
of reports and publications. The reports already pub-
lished by the Secretariat provided a useful sumumary
of the general problems of co-operative development.
He therefore agreed with the representative of the
Netherlands that in the future it would be advisable
to concentrate on certain special aspects of the question.

30. Mr. DESSAU (World Federation of Trade

Unions), speaking at the invitation of the President,
affirmed the approval of the World Federation of Trade

Unions (WFTU) as regards the new measures which.

had been taken to encourage the industrialization
of under-developed countries, especially since the
Secretary-General’s report (E/2958) showed that very
concrete projects were already under way. |

31. Developments in that direction could give new
meaning and a fresh impetus to international co-
operation for the industrialization of the under-

developed countries; the Secretariat ought to be given

the means of increasing the number and scope of its
studies in that field. 3 | :
32. The WFTU had been interested to learn of the
project to publish a. bulletin on industrialization and
productivity. That might prove very useful, though he
felt that the use of the word “productivity” introduced
an element of confusion which would not enhance the

effectiveness of the work on economic development and
might -even divert it from the proper path. Besides

industrialization proper, it was essential to bring about
a general expansion of the productive forces of the

under-developed countries in order to develop the

smooth organization of their production machinery, to

consolidate their economic independence and to raise
the standard of living of their populations. If the scope -

of the proposed bulletin were limited to questions of

WFTU.© | o
34. Tt was highly important to improve we situation

| productivity, there was 2 danger that 1tsscope might

be restricted and its purpose

usefulness might be impaired,
33, With respect to land reform, the executive bodies
of the WFTU at their last conference had decided in

favour of effecting land reforms for the benefit of farm

distorted, so that its

- werkers and small and medium farmers, Land reform

was an indispensable element in any policy of economic -
development. The WETU had been particulatly inter-
ested in the information concerning the situation of
agricultural wage-earners, as many farm workers’ trade
unions were affiliated to the WFTU and to the Agri-

‘cultural and Forestry Workers® Trade Unions Interna-

tional—one of the professional departn ats of the

of that category of workers, and in many under-
developed countries the problems of land reform could
not be solved independently of the demands of the.
farm workers. Useful information on that subject had
been submitted by various Governments, but the ques-.

‘tionnaire did not request information on special meas-

ures taken or planned for the purpose of enabling farm
workers lo acquire property, and only a few Govern-
ments mentioned such measures-in their replies.

- 35. It would also.be interesting to make a general
- review of the situation of wage-earning farm workers,

with special reference to questions of wages, working
hours, housing, and trade-union laws—fields in which
there was much to be done in order to guarantee farm
workers decent living conditions, L |

36. He stressed the importance of the contribution -
which the co-operative movement had made to devel-
opment. In many countries there was close and active -
liaison between the co-operative movement and the
trade-union movement and in many cases their efforts

to raise the standard of living coincided. @ <%

'The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.‘ :

Printed InU.SA.
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