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The meebting was callad to order ab 10.45 a.m.

MEASURES TO BE TAXEH AGATHNST ALL TOTALITANIAN OR OTHER IDEOLOGIES AWD PRACTICES,
IHCLUDING WAZL, FA3CIST AUD WEG-FASCIST, gASED 0d RACIAL OR ETHHIC EACLUSIVENESS OR
INTOLESANCE, HATRED, TERROR, SVSTHIATIC DEUTAL OF NMUMAN RIYCHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOS, OR WHIICH HAYYE SUCH CONSEQUELCES (azenda item #1) (continued)
(E/CV.4/1935/52) - B

1. Mr. SAKER (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the forthecoming commemoration of the
fortieth anniversary of the victorv over nazism and fascism in the Sccond World 'ar
was a time for remembering with gratitude the sacrifice made by so many to achieve
that victory, which had eroded the colonial systew and enhanced progress towards a
more widespread nxercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms, symbolized by the
founding of the United Mations. The Organization’s record rovealed its prodizious
efforts in opposing all totalitarian and other ideologies and practices, including
nazism, fascism and neo-fascism, based on the principles of the Charter of the
United Mations, the Universal Declaration of Huwman Rights, the International
Covenants and the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples. nose and other instrumentsz, to all of which the Syrian Arab Republic
was a siznatory, were an important aid in the struggle against those totalitarian
entities, based on notions of ethnic or racial purity and privilege, tthose flapgrant
violaticns of human rights and opposition to social progress and friendliy relations
amonz pecoples were all too uell known.

2. His delepgation welcomed General Assembly resolution 39/114, including the
decision to obsarve 3 and 9 Fay 1985 as the commemoratiocn of the fortieth anniversary
of wvictory over nazism and Tascism in the Second Uorld ‘lar. But the memory of the
untold victims was wade even more painful by the knowledge that colonialist and
racist regimes still existed as heirs of nazism and fascism in certain regions, whose
peoplas were still being deprived, at timscs by means of bloody repression, of their
right to self-determination and independence. As the Commission's debate on

agenda item 4 had shown, the Zionists were weting out to the inhabitants of the
‘occupied Arab territoriss similac treatment to the Nazis?® practices anainst Jews,
Siavs, gypsies and other races. Indeed, zionism was akin to nazism; Hitler himself,
glving reasons for his persecution of the Jows, had said that there could not be two
cirosen people at the same time. It was significant, too, that the Nazi Rosenbers

had stated, during his trial, that some of his ideoas had stemmed from zionism. It
had been made abundantly clear, however, that some five sixths of the Jews in
western Europe had utterly rejected zionism - a proportion which refuted the
assartions made by the observer for Isprael. Zionism was, in fact, a racist and
political movement which the General Assembly had condemned.

3 Totalitarianism and racism existed in other forns also. A slaring example was
the apartheid regime in South Africa, where a winority carried out s constant policy

AT A

of hatred against the majority of a different racse.

4. On the occasion of the forthcoming commemorations, his delegation urged all
Governments, intergoveramental and non-governmental organizations, as well as other
appropriate bodies, to do their utmost to mobilize world public opinion touwardsg
promoting peace and ending the arms race. It also ursed all States which had not yet
dene 80 to accede to thes International Convention on the Elimination of All Foemg of
Racial Discrimination, the International Convenition on the Sunprassion and

Punishrient of the Crime of Apartheld and siwmilar international instruments. The
spirit and letter ol such instrudencs should be Mlly observed, and means suould be
souszht to punish any contravention of them.
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5. Mr. KLENNKR (German Democratic Republic) said that the defeat of the Nazi-Fascist
Germen State by the States of the anti-Hitler coalition had destroyed the

totalitarian theory of an Aryan master race. The death of 50 million people,
including 20 million Soviet, 6 million Polish, 1.7 million Yugoslav, 600,000 French,
400,000 United States and 375,000 United Kingdom citizens, as well as ovex

6 million Germans and the 11 million victims of concentration camps had been the
consequence of the denial, on racist ideological grounds of the right to
gelf~determination,

6. The victory of the anti~Hitler coalition had led to the founding of

the German Democratic Republic. His country therefore, felt deeply indebted to those
who had fought and sacrificed themselves to defeat Hitlerite fascism, and in
particular to the Soviet Union, which had borne the brunt of the struggle and
liberated most of the territory that had later become the German Democratic Republic,

To The victory in Furope had been aprew-condition for the emergence of the current
international order, which aimed at universality and co-operation among States with
different social systems, none of them having the right to impose on others its own
legal order. For his Government, therefore, 8 May 1945 was a day to be
commemorated not in mourning but in hope, since it had opened up the way for a

new anti-fascist, democratic society as well as for an anti-colonialist and
anti-racist order of peace for the peoples of the world, in which the egual right
t0 self-determination of every people prevailed and the equal rights of each
individual precluded any claim to supremacy by one race over another.

8. The General Assembly, in resolution 59/1143 had indicated that the fortieth
anniversary of the victory over nazism end fascism should serve to mobilize efforts
of the world community in its struggle against Wezi, Fascist and meo-Fascist and
all other totalitarian ideclogies and practices. His delegation wished to mention
a few instances of such practices.

9 Jertain States, contrary to article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and article 2 of the International Convention on the Elimination
of A1l Forms of Racial Discrimination, did not reject forcefully enough propaganda
for war and any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constituted
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. There was also the
journalistic glorification or belittlement of crimes committed by the Hitler regime,
the toleration of fascist militasry associations under the pretext of cultivating
military traditions, or the funding of organizations that sought to revise the
gitualion in Burcope resulting from the end of the Second World War. There was

the treatment of those guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity by courts

in a way inconsistent with international law - not to mention the terrorist
repression exercised by regimes such as that in Chile. Finally, there was the
dissemination and preaching of theories of racial supremacy to justify
institutionalized racism, seen at its most brutal in the gpartheid system, which
had long since assumed the characteristic features of genocide.

10, His delegation was well aware that not everyone would accept the teachings of
the past as guidance for the future; the eminent German anti~fascist poet

Berthold Brecht, on returning to his homeland, had warned that it was too early to
triumph becausa of Hitler's death. Just as 40 years ago, only a coalition of States,
of different social orders and ideologies, had been able to overcome German fascism,
today only a coalition could ensure the right of peoples and individuals everywhere
to peace. The current struggle must be won not by waging war but by preventing it;
indeed, nuclear warfare would render humen rights meaningless.
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11, Anti-fascism and anti-totalitarianism were not obsoclescent but part of the
current international legal order and essential to the survival of mankind in
dignity and freedom. There must be co-operation within the United Nations in the
human rights field, for all who rejected nazism, totalitarianism and claims io
world domination., The German Democratic Republic advocated the upholding, by all
States, of peaceful coexistence.

12, 8ir Anthony WILLIAMS (United Kingdom) said that three strands of thought had
rightly been developed in the debate on measures to be taken against all
totalitarian ideologies.

135, The first strand was that of recollection, so that the tragic totalitarian abuses
of the 1930s and 1940s would stand as a perpetual warning that the price of freedom
was perpebual vigilance., Such recollection was particularly appropriate in 1985,

the fortieth anniversary of the ending of the Second World War. The reaction to

the horrors of that war had led to the decision to create the institution of the
Tnited Nations; +the Organization reflectedthe international commumnity's
determination that totalitarian regimes, which showed no respect for the rights of
neighbouring peoples, should never again be allowed to devastate the world,

The United Kingdom had fought against those totalitarian regimes for longer than

most -~ indeed for six long years - and, like a number of other countries, had suffered
most grievously in the process. A terrible proportion of its people had been

killed or injured, and the material damage had been appalling., It could only regard
it an impertinence if others, who had entered the struggle later, sought to teach

it lessons in the evils of those regimes or the tragic suffering they had inflicted

on mankind,

14. But one should not look back only on the sufferings inflicted by Nazi and
Fascist regimes. There were other varieties of totalitarian regimes that had
inflicted tragic suffering; one could look back as far as Ivan the Terrible or as
near in the past as Pol Pot. Lessons from history should not be selective; they
should be learnt from all totalitarian abuses -~ all the concentration camps, show
trials, purges, seizures of territory and suppressions of formerly free people. It
was sufficient to say that nazism and fascisum were not the only ideologies that
prompted such excesses.

15, The second strand was the wary regard in which any nostalgic attempts to revive
the evil and intellectually bankrupt totalitarian ideologies of those years should
be held. His delegation wondered if the real importence of such nostalgic attempts
was not sometbimes exaggerated in the Commission., Neo-nazism and neo-fascism were
indeed unattractive - as also was neo-Stalinism, In the United Kingdom, the
overwhelming majority regarded such philosophies as utterly repugnant, and its
sound, sensible society did all it could, by social and educational means, %o
discourage their spread; in addition, specific laws prohibited deliberate incitement
to racial hatred and associated threats to cause breaches of the peace., But it was
considered that to proscribe the tiny groups that adhered to such repugnant
philosophies would be contrary to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

the International Covenants and the principles of freedom of speech and association
on which his country's society was based. The results of that contempituous
disregard for such groups, usually described as the "lunatic fringe", had justified
the confidence placed in the people of the United Kingdom - a confidence which other
States could well emulate. They had no significant or even perceptible support in
society at large, as the resulis of recent elections clearly showed. However, one
should certainly be wary of the lunatic fringe and resolutely condemn its ideologiess

16, The third strand was the most important. As the Commission, in resolution 1984/429
had rightly noted, there continued to exist in the contemporary world varicus forms

not only of totalitarian ideologies but of totalitarian practices, which entailed
contempt for the individual or a denial of the intrinsic dignity and equality of all
human beings. Those totalitarian practices must, above all, be watched and resisted,
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as operative paragraph 2 of that resolution had cmphasizwd; totalitarian ideologies
only did harm and oppressed human beings when translated into totalitarian practices
and in particular when exercised by totalitarian regimes in a position to impose
their will on their peoples. Today such regimes came in a spectrum of colours,

Son. were of the right., OSome were of the luft, DOome were on the worst possible terms
with each other. Perhaps their most significant common trait was the refusal to
acknowledge that their citigens - or, as in South Africa a part of their citizens -
had human rights, or even a separate existence, as individuals. Such regimes
regarded them as merely part of the corporate, disposable identity and justified
their actions by reference to some vague corporate objective such as state security,
the pursuit of a political ideclogy or the fulfilment of a national mission,

Whilst perhaps asserting that their citizens shared that objective, they did not
regard 1t as necessary to ellow any opportunity for audible dissent, Their

citizens must be deprived of the free flow of information, which would enable them
to make up their minds for themselves, Accordingly, newspapers, magazines, books
films and plays were censored and foreign radio broadcasts were jammed, contrary

to article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which provided for the right to seek,
receive and impert information and ideas through any medium and across any frontier.
It was not hard to identify the wrulerc of the States concerned. Wot all were evil;
a few might be violent megalomaniacs, some might be crude self-seekers; many were
merely time-servers, concerned chiefly to maintain their shoddy privileges.

17. The self-destroying trait of totalitarianism was that it precluded the ruling
class from adapting itself to changing circumstances and blinded it %o new views. No
one person, hierarchy or ideology could be trusted with absolute power in any society.
Even Oliver Cromwell, who had been almost a totalitarian ruler at one time, had said:
"Coneider, in the bowels of Christ, thalt yce might be mistaken" ~ a phrase which
should be pondered by every totalitarian ideclogist, since it was surely the
unjustifiable presumption of infallibility which persuaded totalitarian regimes to
continue their appalling excesses against their own citizens, and to disregard them
and their rights to individual existence and dignity. & speaker at a previous meeting
had stated that the Baha'i commumity in his cowntry was not a religion but a
conspiracy forming part of an imperalist plot; such a statement was reminiscent of
Dr. Goebbels and unworthy to be uwttered in the Commission.

18. Totalitarian regimes, whilst varying in political colour, were sickeningly alike
in method: dawn arrests without warrant by anonymous thugs in or out of uniform;
disappearance or detention without charge or access to defence counsecl; the electric
goad, the unheated cell, punishment by semi-starvation and the denial of medical
attention. Himmler and Beria were dead, but their practices had not been eliminated;
indeed, in some areass they were still common and perheps even more current then in the
heydey of nazism and fascism.

19. Likewise, although much of the suppression, during the 1930s and the 1940s,

of previously free peoples' rights to self-determination and independence had since
been righted, there were tragic exceptions, not least in Kurope, which must be
recognized also as a survival of the evils of totalitarianism.

20, The Commission had a duty to alert the conscience of the United Nations wherever
it found evidence that Member Ctates' human rights obligations were breached. Its
primary concern, under the current agenda item, must be to identify such breaches when
they derived from the type of totalitarian Government which denied its subjects control
over the exercise of their rights. It was not in the currently free, democratic States
where nazism and fascism had begun that totalitarian practices were observed; it was
clsewhere, in other States, to which the Commission's appeals should be directed.
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21l. Mp. SYTENKO {Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that all the nations
which had lought against fascism had contributed to the viectory over that inhuman
evil, but the Soviet Union's role had been incontrovertibly decisive. Hilbler's
racist hordes had thrown their main strength against the Soviet Union, and

20 million of its people had given their lives in the struggle. That Ffigure was
much higher than the 300,000 or so fatalities of another country, which claimed to
have sulffered more than any other nation. Over 50 million people in all had died
during the Sccond World War, and it was out of the victory over fascism that the
United Natioms had been created.

22. The General Assembly, in reseclution 39/114, had unanimously decided to
commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the ending of the Second World War. The
Commission had a fundamental responsibility to take steps to implement that important
resolution: it should adopt a special resolution of its own appealing to all States
and international and national organizations to commemorate the anniversary, help
prevent a new nuclear war and work to strengthen internatiomal peace and security.

25. MNeo-Fascist and neo-Nazi organizations represneted a growing threat in a

number of countries. Some activelyandopenly preclaimed Hitlerite slogans, used Nazi
emblems, advocated raeial and national hatred, advanced territorial claims concerning
their neighbours or hid behind religious slogans. Despite the wide variety of the
organizations and of their ideological shadings, they were all motivated by hatred
and violence and were moving towards increased international co-ordination.

24. The exacerbation of international tension, "psychological welfare" and the arms
race were fertile ground for neo-Fascist and neo-Nazi organizations, while those
organizations, in turn, injected poison into the international political climate.
Their goals were those of destabilizing their countries, undermining existing
democratic institutions, facilitating the installation of repressive regimes and
suppressing progressive movements. The so-called ideology by which they were
governed was in fact only one step away from criminality. Their actions, far from
being obstructed, were sometimes directly or indirectly encouraged, and references

to freedom of expression and conviction were used to justify that support. The idea
of unfettered freedom of expression had never been internationally accepted, however =
it was a travesty, especially when illustrated by the appeals in certain German-language
publications for the release of Rudolf Hess, and by the recent reunion in
Marktheidenfeld of former SS officers who had been responsible for the murder of
hundreds of Greek citizens, including elderly people, women and children. In the
light of those twisted interpretations of freedom of expression, it was especially
ironic that peaceful demonstrations against the installation of missiles were often
dispersed by the police.

25. States which harboured Nazi criminals continued to refuse to extradite them

under various flimsy pretexts. Even iIn casez where war oriminals were brought to
Justice, investigations and trials dragged on, sentences were always light and
sometimes the accused were not even prosecutedo For example, the Nazi criminal

A. Rudolf, who was personally responsible for the deaths of thousands in a concentration
camp, had simply left a country where he had lived for many years when it had become
impossible to conceal his past.
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zuela) sald that his counbry had acceded to the International

Covenant o Civil and Political Rights and adopted a position of firm support for
the principles contained in that instrument, based on its historical and
philesophical traditions as reflected in its Constitution. Venezuela greatly

cherished and practised

democracy and rejected any form of totalitarianism.

29. The Venezuelan people sincerely believed in and defended human dignity in a
conerete and specific manner because they were a democratic people and opposed o
totalitarianism. Venezuelans had azdopted the democratic ideal becausce they believed
that govermment by all the pecple was the best and only reliable nmeans of

guaranteeing protection

for the dignity of each and every person. Since their

country’s accession to independence, Venezuelans had been subjected to long and
oppresigve dictatorships. However, despite brute force, prison bars and torture,

the Venezuelan people h:

ad always risen against those dictatorships. That reaction

il " L‘f (=
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was based on a deep ¢ollective conviction that no philosophy based on power for

power's sake was capable of providing an acceptable form of government, that if

society was to have some degree of uniformity and consensus, it should be the outcome

of a collective feeling and should not be imposed in an authoritarian manner, and

that the only acceptable ethics of power recognized that, in the final analysis,

men were dominated not by violence but by the wisdom of those who appealed to the
common desire of mankind for happiness, internal and external peace and an understanding
in the world in which men had to live.

30. A constitutional provision called on Venezuelams to co-operate with other nations
and to promote the exbtension of the democratic order. His Government therefore
welcomed the initiative taken by the Economic and Social Council to commemorate in a
solemn ceremony in May 1985 the importance of the victory of the democratic forces
over totalitarianism.

31. That victory was all the more important since all the nations of the world had
Jjoined together to create a new international organization to bring to an end once
and for all such forms of collective barbarism. The United Nations had thus come into
being and it offered the best existing system for establishing peace, freedom and
gocial Jjustice.

32. His delegation would therefore take part in commemorating the struggle against
Hitlerism as well as in celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the
United Nations. In its opinion, the best way that mankind could mark those two
important dates would be to eradicate any form of totalitarianism in its national
and international relations.

%%3. Reflecting on the current sitution in Latin America, his delegation noted with
optimism the rebirth of democracy which, like the process initiated at the end of
the Second World War, was producing a new society. Dictatorial regimes were being
eliminated. It was his delegation’s firm conviction that latin America would be
capable of resolving the problems which were holding up the final process of entering
into a more complebely civilized 1ife.

34. Finally, Latin Americans had preferred to put into effect what they believed
to offer the best probection against any type of totalitarianism; namely, the
belief in and practice of democracy.

35. Mr. SCHIFTER (United States of America) said thalt the spectre of totalitarianism
had haunted much of mankind for a large part of the century. Not only had a
totalitarian govermment unleashed the Second World War, but totalitarian systems had
toth in peace and war been respongible for miilions of deaths and for enormous human
suffering. The phenomenon of twentieth century totalitarianism was the product of
the marriage of tyrannical government, as practised since ancient times, with modern
technology, by which the tyrant could exercise %total control over his subjects.

36. He wished to set forth his delegation’s views on the distinction that could
and should be made between authoritarianism and totalitarianism and the treabment
of such phenomena in the United Nations system.
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3. Authoritarian systems acbed in violation of article 21 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by depriving their oubjects of the ripht Lo choose thelyr
Governments in free elections, by imposing on them a government not of their cholce,
oither by a coup or through rigeged clections, or both. Those syvstens also imposed
other limitations on freedom of speech, of the press, or of assembly so as to inhibit
criticism of the Goverrwent and prevent any concerted ccotivity to change it.
Inevitably, opposition movements formed and engaged the ruling group in a struggle
for power. Depending on the rature of the authoritarisn svetem and the character of
the struggle, the rulers retaliated with various forms of punishment, which could
even include killing opponents of the regime, either under cover of law or
exbra-legally. Generally, authoritarian rulers did not seek to interfere in the life
of the citizen who decided not to intervene actively in governmental affairs. FPrivate
lives and privete institabions could exist side by side with the rigidly controlled
avthoritarian Government and could remain substantially upaffected by 1t.

38. The situation was, however, radically different in & totaliberian State.
Totalitarian systems went Far beyond the deprivations of human rights that characterize
avthoritarian systems. Uovernments claimed the right to and sought to affect all
aspects of life. Not only was the econowmy placed under total governmental control

but also all other soclal institutions, all aspects of culture and most aspects of

the interrclationship befween individuals. To make the system {unction in that manner,
the totalitarian Goverrnment relied on a vast secrel police apparatus, augmented by
volunteer spies and informers, to monitor the population and, in order to simplify

the task, to instil fear.

%9, Fear was one of the significant hallmarks of life in a totalitarian system, fear
of being dencunced for committing an act of disloyalty against the regime, which
could result in various forms of punishment, ranging from demotion or loss of
employment to imprisconment and posesibly death. Alexander Solzhenitsyn, in his novel
"The Fipst Cirecle", vividiy described the eyele of fear that existed under one specific
totalitarian system, Fear was the all-pervasive emotion that paralysed the people's
political will in a totalitarian State. It established an attitude of self-control
and self-censeorship that required the secret pollice to subject the general population
only to occasional surveillance in oprder te reinforce the feeling of fear, allowing
the secret police Lo concentrate on the few hardy souls who were willing to speak up
in spite of the inevitably harsh consequences which would follow their assertion

of theiyr human rights.

40, Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin, the twin scourges of the century, had been dead
for decades. The peculiar totalitarian systems of despotism which they had spawnsd
and driven by the cult of personality were no more. Bub the scheme of governmental
organization which had made their rise to total power possible lived on. Millions
of people continued to be deprived of liberty and often of human dignity through the
zssertion of power by an all-contrclling State apparatus. That was why it was
appropriate for the Commission fo deal in a generic manner with the phenomenon of
totalitarianiasm and the whole range of human rights viclations engendered by it.

41.. All that was needed in order to determine whether a State was totalitarian or
merely authoritarian, was to examine the responsibilities of its border guards as
they related te the sction taken against their fellow countrymen. If the guards®
function was to keep some of their fellow citizmens from reburning to their homeland,
the country was merely authoriterian. If the guards® responsibility was also to
keep fellow citizens from leaving thely country, it was totalitarian. The guestion
to be datermined in each case was whether the Stabe ascught te lence people oub or

to fence them in.
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42. Other characteristics of a totalitarian regime were the following:

First, total control by the State of all information media. As distinct from
the authoritarian State, the totalitarian Stats did not depend on censorship of
the media, but saw to it that all those involved in media work were agents of the
State;

Second, severe punishment of verbal or writben politically dissenting views.
Wnile the authoritarian State sought to inhibit organized activity by groups that
sought to express criticism of the Government, the totalitarian State would punish
a single person, even though he acted in an individual capacity and not in concert
with anyone else, for the expression of political dissent. It was Lenin who, in
urging revolutionary propaganda instead of terrorism, had said that "Words are more
powerful than bombs":

Third, rigid control not only over travel abroad but also over domestic travel;

Fourth, rigid control over the right to work, with severe limitations on the
right %o move from Jjob to jobg

Fifth, State control of scientific endeavour. That could have significant
long-range implications, reaching far beyond the laboratory. Ironically, Hitler's
decision not to authorize nuclear research had proved to be a boon for humankind.,
By the same token, Stalin's support of Trofim Lysenko had severely retarded Soviet
progress in genetic research for many years;

Sixth, State control of art, literature and zall other forms of cultural endeavour;

Seventh, toleration of only a single State ideclogy. That ldeology, erected as
a State religion, was preached incessantly and was paid lip-service at all publie
gccasions, often by leaders who had long age lost faith in that or any other
ideology;

Eighth, falsificationof history. UWhere historical facts nmight disprove the
validity of the authorized State ideology, or For any other reason deemed suitable
by the leadership, history was simply rewritten to fit the ideology;

_Hinth, use of schools in support of the State ideology. The totalitarian State,
through 1ts control over teachers and school curricula, made every effort to use
the schools to inculcate State-authorized thinking in young people;

Tenth, incitement of hatred of a specific enemy. To unify the people and to
raise their emotions to a fever pitch of {renzy, the totalitarian State selected
an enemy, to whom all evil was ascribed and against whose macghinationg the loyal
eitizen must at all times be on the alert.

43, The totalitarian Stabte employed a pattern of consistent and massive violabions
of human rights in a deliberate attempt Lo Lurn human beings into subservient
automatons. However, the totalitarians had not succeseded in remoulding human nature
and estinguishing the spark of freedom. The regines of Hitler and Mussolini had
collapsed as soon as their leaders had died. Stalingrad, Stalinsk and other Soviet
cities named after Joseph Stalin had been renamed and Stalin’s remains had long

ago been removed from the Lenin Mauscleum on Hed Square. The cult of personality
had been abandoned.
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A4. Although thoge totalibtarian systens were now part of a bygmmw age, while
they lasted they had caused a great deal of suffering Totalitarian features

of povernuents where Lhey igted today should not be ignored. The Commission
should deal with totalltar roall its aspects and consider the serious
human rights violations in 5 with totalitarian forms of sovernment .

45, Mrg., SISANTE-BATACLAN (Philippines), speaking in exercise of the right of
reply, maid that the wtdtoment by the observer for Christian Democratic
Tnternational had been a stale repetition of unfounded allegations. VWhile
acknowledgling the ntance by the Fhilippines of the Undverszl Declaration of
Human Ripghts, the Tnbernational Covenant on Heonomic, Soclal and Culbural Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the cbserver for
Thristian Democratic 1ntvwnationn1 had proceeded to describe the country as
"Nawmi, Pascist and totalitarian He hed accused the Philippine military of
human rights violation s, Qﬁpbﬂld.my against civilians. Nobody denied that there
had been such excessces, bub between 8,000 and 10,000 soldiers had been
diseciplined or dismissed for such offences since 1972. A special committee

tad been rccently Lk'ablwuhuo to investigate allegations of human rights
violations. The rg of Me. Ross Murniro of ii@g_mugdzwne suggested that many
of the civilian casualties had, in Tact, fallen victim to guerrilla attacks,
which were t reported Cor fear of reprisals, whereas the victimg of counter-
insurgency measures were invariably reported to the authorities, church activists
and civii risghts lawyers by the insurgents.

=

46. For 400 vears, the Philippine Muslims had clung to their inherited traditions
and sense of identity. The Philippine Government had granted Muslim regions some
autonomy and had helped them in their efforts at medernization efforts.
Allegations of dendial of human rights and intimidsticn on racial and ethnic
grounde made by the observer for Christian Democratic International were
completely unbrue. Such attempts to drive a wedge between the Christian and
Muslim Philippine populations were, to say the least, unfortunate. There was no
and could never be racial, ethnic or religiocus persecution in the Philippines
since such persecution would be contrary to the Constibtution and fundamental

laws bub alse to the moral and spiritual values of the people.

4. The chserver for Christian Democratic International had wmade allegabtions of
strafing and napalm bombings on the Pate Island of Tawl-bawi but had given no
details. In 1982, reports of the use of napalm and chemical bhombs in Lanac had
beern: categorically denied, and a widely publicized investigation into alleged
use of napalm or chemical weapons in 1984 in Lanao del Sur had proved that the
allegations werce completely unjustified.

48. The Philippine Government did not discourage, suppress or prohibit the work
of nung, priests and lay church workers. Religious buildings and residences were
ot the targets of raide and surveillance. She would like to have names and
detalls of the 50 priests and nuns who had allegedly been arrested and tortured.
Such oazes had been invesbigated in the past, and it had been found that the
perse rested for '131‘" acte, and not becsuse of their
relip
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51. Mr. SYTENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), speaking in exercise of
the right of reply, said that he would not dwell on the totalitarianism of
Cromwell, Queen Victoria or Churchill when modern totalitarianism was obvious,
for instance in Ulster. In his remarks on totalitarianism, the representative
of the United States of America had passed over the totalitarian character of
the American State machinery. The policies and practices of the United States
Government were intended to maintain the dominance of reactionary monopolistic
and financial circles based on discrimination and enslavement at home and abroad.
American totalitarianism held the world on the brink of nuclear catastrophe

and threatened to enslave the peoples of Central America and the Middle East.
The tendency of the United States of America to declare certain parts of the
world, such as the Persian Gulf, "zones of vital interest? bore obvious
resemblances to the Nazi doctrine of Lebensraum. In both cases, the declaration
has been backed up by armed force and intervention.

52. Since some manifestations of United States totalitarianism at home were

the Government's interference with the private life of citizens, and abuse of

their rights and freedoms. According to official statistics, between 1969, when
electronic surveillance had become legal, the conversations of some

350,000 Americans had been recorded. Five thousand electronic listening devices had
been installed in 22 American States. The FBI's fingerprint files had covered

180 million people by the end of the 1970s.

53. Large corporations were an example of totalitarianism in the United States
of America. They used shadowing and tests of loyalty and trustworthiness. In
1978 alone, 400,000 persons had taken lie detector tests. In more than 30 States,
employers were not obliged to employ persons who refused Lo answer questions on
their private lives, political views and state of health.

54. The militaristic and chauvinistic atmosphere of the United States of America
proved a fertile breeding ground for racist and Fascist groups such as the
American Nazi Party, National Socialist Party of America, John Birch Socieby,

Klu Klux Xlan, ete. Terrorist Zionist organizations such as the Jewish Defence
League and terrorist groups such as Omega were also active in the United States

of America. A confederation of the racist groups of North America had been set

up in the State of Georgia with the approval of the authorities. The above-mentioned
organizations possessed arms depots and military training camps. Members of such
neo=~Nazi groups openly recruited new members and terrorized the non-White
population and all progressively-minded Americans. In Mobile, Alabama, a

19 year old black youth, Michael Donald, had recently been hanged in front of his
parents' house. Only one of those responsible had been arrested, although the
authorities knew the names of the others. A member of the National Socialist Party
of America, had killed three innocent people and had declared at his trial that

he had only done his duty. The leader of the Party had said that {he members had
been obeying the Party's order to kill all Negros and Jews. The United States of
America should cease its criminal policy of encouraging neo~Nazi and racist
organizations.

55. Mr. SCHIFTER (United States of America), speaking in exercise of the right
of reply, said that any remarks he had made about totalitarianism in the USSR
had referred to the Stalin era. The representative of the USSR had obviously
considered that the description alsc applied to the present day Soviet Union, or
the Soviet statement in exercise of the right of reply would not have been
necessary.

56. He did not need to answer the allegations made by the representative of %he
USSR. Many members of the Commission had visited the United States of America
and were aware of its limitations and failings, but also of its beauties, the
greatest of which was freedom.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.
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