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REPORT OF TEE COMMITTEE TO TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (continued)

(El.) REPORT OF TEE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB...CCJY.MIrrTEE AND RELATED

i~~TERS (A/AC.105/31)

(b) REPORT eF THE LEGAL SUB..COlvjMITTEE (J'i./AC.I05/L.35)

(c) REPORT OF TEE WORKING GROUP OF TEE HHOLE (A/1...C.105/L.34)

(d) REPORTS FURNISHED .BY THE HJRLD METEOROLCGICAL 0RGl1.NIZATION AND TEE

INTERNATIONA~ TELECOrvJlv1UNICATION UNIJN (A/l....C.185/L.31 and ~.24)

~IT. VINCI (Italy): In consideration of the very short time available

to this session of our Corr~ittee}the Italian delegation will limit itself to a

few brief remarks on the main topics of concern for our future work.

First of all I wish to join my colleagues in welcoming the choice

and the election of i:~mbassador Diaconescu as Vice-Chairman of our Committee­

The experience and wisdom of hmbassador Diaconescu and his brilliant record of

accomplishments in his distinguished career are a solid guarantee that his

co-operation will contribute a great deal to the efficiency ~nd dedication

of our already efficient and dedicated Bureau to which, and especially to its

Chairman, I take the opportunity to extend the compliments and appreciation of

my own delegation.

This past year since our last session has seen an increased rate of

activity in the realm of space exploration by Statee,and the old dream of

mankind to set foot on the moon and the planets is draWing nearer to realization

through the impressive and spectacular achievements attained by the United States

and the Soviet Union.

Thoughtful men still dispute the merits of pressing into the unknown and

argue that the possible fruits could not justify the costs, warning that the

hazards ahead of us are irrmense. But the young, the venturesome and the

insatiably curious are planning ahead and we are witnessing another irresistible

impulse of the human race.
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On the other hand, we feel that in this ninth year of the space race, in

addition to the fulfilment of the ambitions of the scientists and astronauts

striving toward new frontiers of the unknown, there are already clear signs that

not only are the hazards and the expenses involved in space activities immense, but

so also appear to be the practical benefits to mankind deriving from them.

It was therefore proper for our Corrmittee to undertake the task of bringing

this particular aspect of space research to the attention of laymen and statesmen

as well as to the attention of the scientific and technical corrmunity at large.

The United Nations Space Conference, whose agenda, general purposes and

organizational guidelines have been established by the pertinent Working Group

of our Committee, will thus be the instrument for the dissemination of the

knowledge of the practical benefits that will accrue to mam(ind, directly or

indirectly, from our great space dream.

My delegation believes that the Conference should be held next September and

should be open to all Member States as well as to all United Nations agencies and

intergoverr~ental organizations as listed in documer~ A/AC.105/L.29, prepared by the

Secretariat. These are the States and the organizations which have cont~ibuted

substantially to international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space and,

as such, they are entitled to hear what space can contribute to the benefit of

mankind.

Cn the matters of the venue and composition of a panel of .ex:verts for the

detailed planning of the Conference, my delegation will abide by the prevailing

opinion cfthe Corr~ittee and wishes to compliment the representatives of France

and Austria for the friendly understanding reached by them on the matter of the

offer of the site for the Conference. The friendly and courteous gesture of the

French Government in withdrawing its offer of Paris in favour of Vienna is a good

omen for the final success of the Conference itself.

I wish new to corrment briefly on the report of the Legal Sub-Committee. Ihe

Italian delegation is disappointed but not discouraged by the failure of the

Sub-Corrmittee to reach agreement on a text for a comprehensive space treaty at a

time when this target was in sight and the remaining differences appeared not too

hard to solve. Cur hopes have been weakened, but they have not vanished.
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The Italian delegation has expressed repeatedly and for the record its views

on the various points on which agreement has not been reached, and I do not feel

it necessary to reiterate them here. I wish only to say that my delegation is

ready to work again on the drafting of the remaining articles on which we have not

been able to reach agreement. We are ready to work at any moment in the same

friendly and co-operative atmosphere which has prevailed in the Legal Sub-Ccmmittee.
throughout most of its meetings.

As in previeus years, our Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has

performed its assigned work swiftly and efficiently. The recommendations

contained in its report put emphasis on the improvement of the channels for

exchange of information, on the need for expanded space education and training,

especially for personnel of the developing countries, and on the need for a

detailed study of the desirability and feasibility of a global navigation-satellite

network through the work of a special group of experts. My delegation has

participated in reaching these conclusions and fully supports them and the

relevant reccrnmendations.

Finally, we have before us the up-to-date reports of theWorld Meteoroloeical

Organization and the International Telecorr~unicationUnion. My delegation has not

had the time to evaluate them fully, but at first glance they appear to be as

valuable and as censtructive as the previous ones by these two specialized agencies.

To them and to the Office of Cuter Space Affairs, which has Derformed a very

valuable taok in assisting our Ccmmittee and its Sub-Ccw~it'teeswith well-prepared

documents and information on a variety of pertinent subjects, I wish to express

the gratitude of the Italian delegation.

As the representative of the United States of America stated this morning,

it has been a busy year for international co-operation in space and, on the whole,

a good year. But just as the early space pioneers were not discouraged by the

failure of seme 'of their first attempts, we should not feel gloomy if our

percentage of achievement is not perfecti. GOOd"lill, mutual understanding and El

sincere desire by all of us to ~lork for the benefit of the human race in the realms

of space will bring about the results we have been aiming at and make each year

from now on a good year for space and for mankind. Cur hopes are still high --
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(I~. Vinci, Italy)

taking into consideration what was said by the representative of the Soviet Union,

Ambassador Fedorenko, this morning, if I understood him properly -- that we can

mark this Jrear vTith the achievement of a space treaty. I firmly believe we could

make no better contribution toward the effort to bring back the most favourable
climate of 1963.
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Mr. TUBNER (c.anada): Before turning to i tem l~ on the COJY..mittee ' s

agenda, I should like on behalf of the Canadian delegation to extend our very

warm congratulations to Ambassador D:i.aconescu of Romania, vTho was unanimously

elected this morning to the post of Vice~Chairman of the Co~ittee.
•

The Canadian delegation welcomes this opportunity to take part in our.
annual review of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer

space. It is through international co-operation that Canada has been able, with

the assistance of NASA, to pursue extremely productive investigations of the

ionosphere by means of the Canadian satellites Alouette I and Alouette 11.

Present plans call for the launching of three more satellites fo~ iQnospheric

studies in the coming years.

Advances in space exploration and research have continued to capture the

imagination of mankind. The achievement of Gemini-ll is only the latest of

these advances which expand man's knowledge of outer space and provide an

incentive for further human and technological efforts. Cur congratulations

go out to the United States, the USSR and France for their im]?Qrtant cnnt!'ibutions

in this direction during the past year.

Progress in the area of international co-operation, as in the exploration

of space, has produced its challenges, its successes, its disappointEents and

its renewal of determination to reach difficult goals. Taking a balanced view

of progress made and obstacles faced during the past year, my delegation considers

that this Committee can look back over a year of substantial achievement. vfuile

much bUilding remains to be done, two important foundations have been laid --

one for a treaty on the peaceful uses of outer space, the moon and other celestial

bodies; and the other for an international conference which, in examining the

practical benefits to be derived from space exploration and research, will

focus attention on the ~uestion which it is now timely to ask: what do the

breathtaking scientific and technical accomplishments in cuter space mean in

practical terms for man on earth?

During the past year the work of the Legal Sub-Committee has undoubtedly

attracted the most interest. It came remarkably close to reaching an understanding

on a treaty which could ensure for all time that the moon and other celestial
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bodies would not fall victim to the struggles over sovereignty and resources

which have so often scarred 0ur own planet. The installation, use or placing

in orbit of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear weapons, would also

be forbidden by the treaty. History should have shown us that it is easier co

refrain from placing armaments in an area thall to disarm it once those armam~nts

are there. The opportunity to ensure the non-militarization of the moon,

celestial bodies and, we would hope, all of outer s~ace is only'one of several

significant features of the proposed treaty which should encourage us to persist

in our efforts towards ccmplete agreement.

In view of your very helpful summary this morning, Mr. Chairman, I need

not review the points of agreement. As for those points on which agreement has

not so far been reached -- access, reporting and tracking stations, to name the

most obvious -- on these agreement can be reached if compromises are offered

from all sides. As we know, compromise proposals were put fOrvTard during last

week's Legal Sub-Ccmmittee session by the United States regarding repnrting and

access. As for the Soviet pro~osal on tracking stations, it is perhaps sufficient

for the purpose of this meeting to say that obligations in this treaty must be

reciprocal and even, in a true s~irit of international co-operation.

The Canadian delegation very much hopes that the General Assembly will be

able at its forthcoming session to bring to a successful concl~sion what the

legal Sub-Committee has well begun.

The efforts of our Working Group of the Whole have been less spectacular

but still extremely valuable. The Canadian delegation has taken an active

:i.,nterest in the proposal for an international conference which would make a

distinctive contribution to the prcmotion of international co-operation. We

welcome the general acceptance by the lTorking Group of the idea that a conference

giving primary attention to the practical benefits that non-space Powers, and

particularly developing countries, may derive from space exploration and research

is most likely to be useful at this time.

In supporting the Working Group's proposals; I should like to draw attention

to its reccmmendation that papers prepared for the conference should be made

meaningful to both scientists and non-scientists concerned with the welfare of

their peoples and that every reasonable ef.fort should be made to minimize the costs.
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My delegation trusts that the proposed panel of experts assigned the task

of the detailed organization of the conference will keep these points, as well

as the objectives of the conference, fully in mind. Our confidence that this

will be so is increased by the knowledge that the panel will function in close

consultation with you, Mr. Chai·rman, and under your guidance.

At this ~oint I should like to take the opportunity to reaffirm my

delegation's view that invitations to this conference under United Nations

auspices should be extended to States Members of the United Nations and of

the specialized agencies. In addition, my delegation has no objection if

invitations are extended to certain inter-goverr..mental agencies, as described

in the guidelines laid down this morning by the representative of France.

There is one topic on the agenda of the proposed conference to which my

delegation attaches special importance. That is education and training.

Accordingly, my delegation was pleased to see the emphasis placed on various

aspects of this question in the report of our Scientific and Technical Sub­

Committee, which is also before us at this time. The Sub-Ccn:.mittee's clear

distinction between education on the one hand and training on the other is,

incidentally, a helpful one which we commend as a means of avoiding confusion

between these two distinct matters.

My delegation further notes with interest the other suggestions made by

the Scientific and Technical Sub-Cottmittee, particularly regarding navigation

satellites. The progress of TERlS, which last year was given United Nations

SPonsorship, is of course a source of satisfaction.

Before concluding, I should like to express my delegation's thanks to

the World Meteorological Organization and the International Telecommunications

Union for their helpful reports and their continuing interest in the activities

of this Committee.

Finally, the Canadian delegation would like again to thank you, Mr. Chairman,

and the other officers of the Committee for your skilful direction of our work,

in the preparation of which the Secretariat has, as usual, played its indispensable

and competent role.
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Mr. TELLO (Mexico) (interpretation fr0m S~anish): Befor~ mBking my

statEment, I should like to con~ratulatA the representative ef Rcmania,

Mr. Diacone~cu, on his election to the post of Vj.np,-Chairm~n of this Committee.

I have asked to speak in order to refer to docuocent A/hC.105/34, which

contai~e the second report of the Working Group of the 1'lliole, which ~as asked

to consider the desirability of convening an international conference on the

exploration and peaceful uses of outer space in 1967; ~nd in ~articular to

refer to ~~rugr~Fh 7 of the doc~ent, which sets out the dr~ft agenda proposed
by thp Working Group.

On 19 August 1966 my Government submitted a suggestion for expanding the

agenda of the conference to include a new item concerning the desirability of

establishing within the United Nations Secretariat an information and consultative

centre dealing with matters affecting the use of outer space for peaceful

purposes. On that occasion, no objection was raised to the suggestion.
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My delegation's note is reproduced in docureent A/AC.I05/L.26/Add.l. As

we said on that occasion, my Governreent considers that it would be prerrature

to establish a specialized agency of the United Nations in this field, but we

do believe that as a preliminary step the conference could consider the
,

possibility and desirability of setting up a ce~tre fer information and advice

Which would be asked to prepare and present to all Uerebers of the United Nations

information and reports which up to now have been available only to a very

~_mited number of countries. I hope that the Committee will have no objection

to including this new item in the draft agenda of the conference, so that tbe

establisbrrent of a centre for inforrration and consultation may be studied in

detail.

If tbere is no objection from tbe reembers of the Corrmittee, we could

perbaps ask our Secretary to i~sert under item 8 of tbe draft agenda, wbich

relates to the fu~ctions of international bodies, a paragraph drafted more or

less as follows:

"Desirability of establishing witbin the United Nations Secretariat

a centre for inforrration and consultation."

lfJr. EL ARABY (United Arab Republic): The Secretary-General, in the

Introduction to his Annual Report released yesterday, speaks witb an air of

pessimism and disappointrrent. In his concluding observations, he reflects this

pessimism in regard to most of the activities of the United Nations.

However, it is most encouraging to find soree bope in bis reference to

co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space and, in particular, to tbe

international conference with wbich we are all concerned. In this regard, he

s~eaks with optimism and sati. Paction. He says:

"To begip- -riith, there was unanimous approval by the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer S~ace of its Working Group's recommendation to hold,

in 1967, under United Nations auspices, an international conference to

examine tbe practical benefits to be derived from space research and

exploration on tbe basis of tecbnical and scientific achieverrents and tbe

extent to which 'non-space' countries, especially the developing countries,
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may. enjoy these benefits as well as take ~art in international co-o~eration

in space activities. This action marks an awareness on the part of the

Committee that man's adventure into outer s~ace must also be used to improve

his life on earth in an immediate and practical sense. 1l (h./6301/j~dd.l, p. 12)

It is the hope of my delegation that we will endeavour, in a co-operative

spirit, to brighten the optimism that has characterized international

co-operative efforts within the United Nations in the peaceful exploration of

outer space. My delegation is confident that we will be able to finalize tee

outstanding matters in regard to the international conference. The Working Group

has successfully completed its work, much to our ~atisfaction. My delegation,

like all other delegations, especially from thnse of the developing countries,

feels that it is up to us in this Corem1ttee, here and ~QW, to take the necessary

decisions in regard to the few reffiaining rratters, such as the place, date and

participation in the conference so that this Committee can submit to the General

Assembly a final and definite reco~endationwith regard to the conference.

We are deeply grateful to the Governreents of Austria and France which have

extended n:ost generous invitations to hold the conference in their respective

capitals,and this morning my delegation appreciated the spirit of real and solid

co-operation which was behind the withdrawal of the generous French offer. I

am pleased to add that the United Arab Republic welcorres with high ho~es the

convening of the conference in Vienna.

My delegation notes with appreciation the reco~endations rrade by the

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and in ~articular those strictly. related

to the needs of the developing countries. However, it is regrettable that the

SUb-Committee failed to adopt a proposal submitted jointly by three developing

countries, namely, Brazil, India and the United Arab Republic, on education and

training in the peaceful uses of outer s~ace, a matter which we will elaborate

on in due time when the question is taken up by the First Coundttee of the

General Assembly.

Finally, my delegation welcon:es the efforts rrade in the Legal Sub-Coremittee

concerning a draft treaty governing the exploration and use of outer sface, the

moon and other celestial bodies. Great efforts have been ffiade to finalize this

treaty. While these efforts are much appreciated by my delegation, it is our
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fervent hope that this treaty can be concluded without great delay. And then the

satisfaction and optimism expressed by the Secretary-General regarding the

peaceful uses of outer space would not be in vain. Mr. Chairrran, it is my

pleasant duty to.~ay tribute to you for your wisdom and tact in directing the

work of our Corrmittee.

Mr. ~~JEDLY (Czechoslovakia) (interpretation from Russian): First

ut all, I should like to add my voice to those of the previous speakers in

congratulating the representative of the Socialist Republic of Rorrania,

Mr. Diaconescu, on the occasion of his election as Vice-Chairrran of this

Co.n:.mittee.

~ince we have once again reached the stage this year when we draw up a

balance sheet of the activities of the United Nations Corrndttee on the Peaceful

Uses of Outer Space, the Czechoslovak delegation would like to set forth briefly

its views on so~e questions.

We consider that, in view of the ever-increasing progress made in the field of

the peaceful exploration and uses of outer space, which has been ~entioned here,

the wo~k of the Committee acquires ever-increasing importance. In essence,

it must and does contribute to the strengthening of international

co-operation in this field, which is important for several 3tates that are active,

to a certain extent, in the field of exploration and research in outer

space. The results of the Corrndttee1s work are also extre~ely important for

States which have not yet engaged in space exploration on their own.
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From this point of view, our delegation would like to state that it takes a

positive view of the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, which

met in Geneva in the spring of this year after a period of two years. The results

achieved this year could in point of fact be described as positive steps for the

development of international co-operation in this important field.

Allow me to join previous speakers who have spoken in a positive manner of

the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space in the field of

preparing a draft treaty concerning the legal principles governing the activities

of States in the field of the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, the

moon and other celestial bodies. ~~ share the satisfaction expressed at the fact

that the Geneva part of the session of the Sub-Colnmittec has lead to some progress

and to agreement on nine draft articles dealing with the essential principles of

a new law related to space. This constitutes an excellent starting point for further

work in this field.

The New Yorl\: part of the session of the Sub-Comnlittee showed that there are

some deeper problems inherent in the draft treaty which still must be solved.

We consider it extremely important to set fortll the principle of equal

opportunity for the tracking of space object flights as suggested in Working

Paper No. 29, submitted by the delegation of the Soviet Union. The

delegation of Czechoslovakia fully supports this document. The fact that Uestern

delegations object to this draft concerning equal opportunity is. merely a

reflection of the narrow selfish interests of those countries and has nothing in

conmlon with legal objections raised by some other delesations.

~le must continue to exert every effort in order to reach a generally

acceptable formula with respect to the principle of the voluntary 5utmission of

infcrrr.ation on space matters.

1Te cannot countenance a situation in which international organizations would

be placed on the same footin3 as sovereign States, as provided for by the United

States draft treaty.

llith respect to the report of the activities this year of the Legal

Sub-Committee, document ~AC.I05/L.35, the Czechoslovak delegation has no further

remarks to make. The fact that the question of the conclusion of an international
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agreement on legal principles governing the activities of States in the exploration

and use of outer space, the moon and other celestial bodies, was suggested for

inclusion in the agenda of the forthcoming twenty-first session of the United

Nations General Assembly, fills us with the hope that States 11embers of the United

Nations will once again scrutinize the results of the important work done at Geneva

and will arrive at the General' Assembly with new and fresh ideas, thus

contributing to the successful conclusion of a task that has been well begun.

A few days ago the lTorking Group which was entrusted with the task of studying

the desirability of holding an international conference in 1967 on the exploration

of the peaceful uses of outer space presented two recowmendations to the Committee

related to the programme and organization of the conference. These drafts are

to be found in the report presented to the Committee. At this juncture, the

Czechoslovak delegation has no remarks to make on those drafts. The Czechoslovak

delegation welcomes the statements made at this morning's meeting by the

representative of France, l;r. Seydoux, and the representative of Austria,

lire Schmid, concerning the place for holding the conference. The Czechoslovak

delegation is among the majority of the Committee which has recommended from the

outset that the conference should be held in Europe. We are therefore' convinced,

after hearing the statements of the representatives of France and Austria, that

the path is now open for a generally acceptable solution concerning the site of

the conference.

The international conference which is to meet in the fall of next year will

examine the results of a decade of space activities. The studies conducted during

this period will bring ever more knowledge to mankind, and this knowledge can be

directed towards the improvement of man's condition on earth. We therefore

consider that it would be appropriate for participation in the conference to be

as wide as possible, that is to say that it should be open to all States expressing

the desire to take part. ~'Te believe that this is the spirit in which the Committee

should discuss this question, which is still pending.

These are the remarks which the Czechoslovak delegation considered it necessary

to make in the general debate.
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Fr ~91'P (United Kingdom): I:ay I first join 1'1ith the many words of

welcome that have come from all quarters in this Committee for our new and

distinguished Vice-Chairman. We are happy indeed at his election.

llay I also welcome the report which the Chairman cave this morning and the

proposals that he made with reopect to compilina a report from this Committee to

the General ~ssembly,and also the report drafted by our TIapporteur, which has been

circulated tc us this afternoon.

I should like to speak for a moment on the report of the Legal Sub-Con~ittee.

This does perhaps less than justice to the hard work of that Sub-Committee. It

met in Geneva in July with two draft treaties before it. In the course of the

first part of its session it was able, after considerable discussion, to aQopt

a ntmlber of important articles, namely the nine provisions set out in annex 11

to the report. In particular, a provision was adopted which would for the first

time impose a legal obligation not to place weapons of mass destruction in orbit

nor to station them in outer space or on celestial bodies. en ~L~C other questicns,

a ~eaGure of progress was rr.ade, but the Gub-Ccn~ittee was not able to work out

an agreed formulation to give effect to the measure of agreemen~ there reached.

In conclusion, may I join those who have spoken before me in this Committee

in expressing our gratitude to the Chairman for his selfless and successful work

during the past year.
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Because the time available to this Committee is so limited, I do not propose

to comment in detai.l on all the various questions discussed at Geneva, nor even on

those of a special interest to the United Kingdom. I therefore reserve tr~

right of my delegation to comment further at a later stage on these, and

perhaps in another place. It seems better today to discuss briefly Where

the matter now stands.

As 't.,e all know, the Legal Sub-Committee again met last week here in

New York and received certain new proposals on the substantive issues still

outstanding. The first in series was a revised proposal by the Soviet

delegation on equal conditions for the observation of the flight of

srace objects. This is to be found in working ~per 29 at annex IV, page 2 of

the report (A/AC.105/35). !his prop0sal was carefully considered by the United

Kingdom delegation, but to its regret the delegation is unable to accept it, for
reasons which I should like very briefly to outline.

This proposal requires any ];8rty which grants tracking fa.cilities to

another State to grant similar facilities to any and every other party to the

treaty. The provision takes no account of all the many matters which have to

be considered in connexion with the grant of tracking facilities, except for

one: namely, the financial aspect. But the financial aspect is not

the only point which is customarily discussed in connexion With the grant of

tracking facilities. The legitimate interests of the State asked to grant tracking

facilities can only be taken properly into account in the course of direct

negotiations between that country and the specific country which is requesting

the facilities.

But" perhaps equally important is the question of reciprocity. The present

Soviet proposal does not even offer th~ tracking facilities of the requesting

State, let alone any wider facilities, in return for the grant of tracking

facilities; and the state which offers no tracking facilities to any other

State is Wholly exempt from the effect of this provision.
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The United Kingdom delegation hO];e s most sincerely that the Soviet

delegation will now reconsider its proposal in the light of ccmments made in

the Legal Sub-Committee -- ccmments made not only by this delegation. For

these anxieties are not only felt by my delegation: they have been widely

echoed in the Sub-Committee by delegations frcm many parts of the world. It

would be regrettable if such widely held views were not taken into account.

The United States delegation also presented new proposals at the latest

meeting of the Sub-Committee. The first related to the right of access

to installations on celestial bcdies. Here the new proposal took account of

views expressed at Geneva. It includes new wording which would ensure that,

without making possible a veto on access, consultations would talce place and

advance notice be given so that considerations of safety could be satisfied.

The second related to the reporting of information about activities on

celestial bodies. And here, teo, the delegation of the United Arab Republic

has made a new proposal. These proposals meet the anxieties of certain

delegations which prefer that the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who

would exercise similar functions under other agreed provisions, should

nevertheless not be the sole channel through which such information was

I=essed.

My delegation welcomes such proposals as a step which ought to resolve

the disagreement on these issues. Unfortunately, some delegations were not

willing to enter into a detailed debate on these new proposals and, as a result,

no progress could be made. The United Kingdom delegation is, however, confident

that this report of the Legal Sub-Ccrrmittee is not the end of the story. The

importance of the subject of this treaty must ensure that discussions of it

are taken up again when delegations have had time to reflect further on the points

made. Then we may hope -- and I hOFe it will be at the General Assembly, which

is starting tcmorrow -- that it will be possible to bring to fruition this

great project, a treaty which will ensure ttat, when science, one great product

of man's mind, carries him thrcugh outer sFac~ to celestial bodies he will

take With him another great product, namelY, the rule of law.
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Sir, may I trespass on your time a moment to turn now to a subject on which

such progress has been made that it seems to my delegation that we are almost

at the end of our labours, and speak for a second of the report of the Working

Group on the arrangements for an international conference on the peaceful

uses of outer space..
My delegation was pleased at the progress made by the Working Group during

its recent discussions here on the arrangements for the conference, which are

described in its report issued as document A/AC.l05/34 of 16 September. It is

especially encouraging that, under your wise and patient guidance, the Working

Group was able to agree upon a detailed draft agenda for the conference which

followed closely the aims determined at our meetings earlier this year, and

set out again in paragraph 3, sub-r:aragraph 2, of the 1-lorking Group Ts current

report.

My delegation welcomes the emphasis which will new be placed at the

conference on the value,for all Member states of our Organization, of a share

in the practical benefits to be derived from space research and exploration, and

on internatior-al co-operation in space activities. It is our earnest hope

that the conference will provide an important opportunity for all Member States

to learn about these practical benefits and to consider how they can be applied

to their own problems.

There was also, I believe, during the proceedings of the Working Group,

a general recognition that, in the light of the well-known financial circumstances

of the United Nations, the cost of the conference should be the minimum needed

to ensure the achievement of its aims and the effective conduct of its proceedings.

This recognition was illustrated by the agreement within the 1-lorking Group

that the proceedings of the conference should, as far as possible, be conducted

in consecutive sessions. As a result of the Working GroupTs deliberations,

the Secr~tariat has produced revised estimates for the cost of the conference,

and they are contained in document A/AC.I05/L.33 of 16 September.

It is eVident from these revised estimates that we should uOW be able to

hold down the cost to a figure near $300,000, as was suggested by several members

of the Working Group. I admit that much will depend on our choice of one of the three

alternatives proposed by the Secretariat in the paper for the printing and pUblication

of the records of the conference. I would hope, however, that in selecting
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one of these alternatives, all of us will have in mind the generally shared desire

of our Working Group for the utmost economy. This, therefore, is one unresolved

piece of business on Which we should, if possible, soon come to a conclusion.

vlliat is then left to be done, apart from this? In effect, there are few other

questions. We have the composition of the proposed panel of experts, and I hope

that the private soundings of this afternoon have resolved differences on this

question. Then, again, there is the question of place. 1·re have had generous

offers. They have come from the Governments of France and of Austria. Now,

however, the suggestion of Paris has been withdrawn in a spirit, if I may say so,

of great conciliation and co-operation. Finally, we must decide on the question

of invitations to the conference. It seems to me that the suggestion put forward

this morning, with eloquence, by the representative of France on this point has

much to recommend it, and this suggestion my delegation welcomes.

Y'Jr. DENORME (Belgium) (interpretation from French): ,Kay I first

of all express my delegationTs warm congratulations to Ambassador Diaccnescu,

who has just been unanimously elected to serve as Vice-Chairman of our Committee.

I am convinced that the Permanent Representative of Romania will continue the

tradition of great competence so brilliantly illustrated by his predecessor,

and I should like to assure him of my loyal co-operAtion.

Sir, you have read out an impressive list of space achievements in recent

times, stressing at the same time that your list was not exhaustive. My delegation

would like to congratulate the United States and the Soviet Union on their

remarkable exploits in the exploration of space, and we are happy ala:> to include

France in this tribute, a country Which also has become a s];:ace Power.

I now come to the specific item on our agenda which concerns the report of our

Committee to the General Assembly. My delegation conside.t:'s that we should en.dorse

the report of the Scientific and Technical SUb-Committee, which, among other very

useful recommendations, has suggested that a working group should be set up to
I

consider the possibility of establishing a world-wide naVigation satellite network.

W'e also studied with interest the reports of the WMO and the ITU. v1ith

respect to the work of the Legal Sub-Committee, my delegation is gratified to note

the progress made in the elaboration of a general treaty on the exploration and use

of outer space, the moon, and other celestial bodies.
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The concrete results that have been achieved, despite various obstacles,

testify to the common will displayed from the very uutset of the session

at Geneva. On the majority of points examined in relation tu the e;eneral

treaty, my delegation believes that 'VTe hc.ve clearly defined our position 11 vTith

res:pect to the n~w :proposals SUbL:litted to us at tho resumed sessiun in NC::vT York,

vTe should em:phasize that the vTorking papers submitted by the Dnited 3tates

delegatiun display a spirit of conciliation and an obvious desire for

compromise.

It is all the more regrettable <t,hot in cunnexion with the proble:m of tracking,

the :Joviet Union vTOS not in 0. ].)osition to submit tu the Legal :}ub- Com•.1itte6 Cl

formule. thC'.·i~ could meet the legitimate concerns uf ;~tntes dir~ctly concerned.

My delegation attaches consid~rable inwortance to the speedy ~lD.boration,

under the aegis of the United Nations, of D. general treaty spclline; out rulGs

of pvsitivG lavT which should gvvern the expluration and use of outer space,

the moon and other cel~stial bodies. ~haring the concern uf thuse vnlO are

tryine; to brine; under the rule of 10."1 the I:::ver more vnrit:d and nUt.1crous

activities bein[~ undertaken by man in SpD.C~, 1'lY dclec;atiun cxpreoses tIlo hope

that the wurk und~rtQken can rapidly reach 0. cunclusion in order to ffiaku it

possible to work out u firm legal document dUly takinc account uf the various

rights and intLrcots invulved. Fur that mattt:r, the Et.:lgiun c1elG(:;o.tion holds

that the pursuit of negutiations cm particular 3c;ree!n~nts is lleceosary tu spell

out the precise meaning of the provisions to be includ(~d in the c;eneral treaty

now propused fur consid'aration. .;\nd this observo.tiun applies partiCUlarly "Tith

respect to the conclusion of Q separate treaty on resp0noibility for damDc;cG

resulting from the launchinG of space obj~cts.

Finally, the Committee has to luok at the \lurkina Group r 0 r(wvl;1mendettiol1G

on the draft acendo) and 0. few uther questions ccncwrning the ur~anization of

an international conforence on space in 1967. w~ participated in the discussions

in the Hcrkinc; Group and "TOuld like to aonocia.te ourselves vTith the conclusions

reached by i.'b. He consider that the draft agonda is very heavy but
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"re feel tha t the confe:runco will none.: the: leee hnvc: n ccmtrnl thl.;n1c..:, 1'll~ic1:..

is space: technoloey placed at the service of mankind. We support the proposal

of the tJnited Arab Republic to apI'0int 0. limited arouIJ of expe:r ts to select the

papers on the basis of merit., to 'the extent that they ;.r'~ in accord vrith the

objectives of the Conference.

Three important questions 'VTere :!."~fl,.;1"rG'3 .back tu this Committee for decision.

lJ:he first concerns the coct oi tl~e: L:Ul~fe:rc:ncL:. 'IIle Harking Group propooed fixing

a budgetary ceilins on the basis of the estimates to be communicated by the

Secretariat. After consideration of the financial implications prepared by the

Secretary-General, it "..rould appear that this ceiling ~!c""\'\;:{~ be fixed at

apprOXimately $;OO)00C.

TIle second decision concerns the venue uf the Conference. As it is to be

held on the eve of the tvrenty-second session of the General Assembly, it Would

seem more practical to hold the con:f'crc:r:.cu in New York. The El,;lginll Government,

1:c"",.;evc:r, 1'1ould have no objection to it~J being convened in Europe, and "{ve vould

thank the French andhu..:trir..n Governments most warmly for their generous

offers, and express our satisfaction at the agreement reached between them. We

should be very pleased to acce~t Vienna as the :it·_ of the cunfcrc.mcc.

Lastly, the question of participation deserves consideration. It would

appear ~C'c.icQl that, at an international conference: '.:la under "the aegis of the

United Nations, the countries ~embers of this Oreanization and of its specialized

ager.lcies should b~ in\l-ited to participate. TIle Committee ~!lso has to endorse the

recommendations that the specialized agencies concerned and "\1, 'P..\::': shoL1ld be

invited to participate as observers. My delegation considers that the inter­

governmental agencies w~i;"h :.'1V'· ~":i~~})(..;tl,;l1ce in th'- rL;~c·~ful UGU:;' of outer t'~"nce, as

enumerated in Chapters I, II and III of document A/AC.I05/L.29, EL. tlld :".:;"',)

be given this privilege.
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Before concluding, I should vlish, on behalf of my delegation, to pay a

tribute to you, Mr. Chairman, for the competence and devotion with which you have

discharged your lofty task, to our distinguished Rapporteur, and also to the

staff of the 3e?retariat, whose valuable co-operation has always been available to

Mr. DIACONESCU (Romania) (interpretation from French): While

congratulating the pioneers of space on the achievements of the last year,

achievements described by the countries concerned in this Committee, we would

like to wish them further success in their noble efforts. For us, every step

in the conquest of space is a new step towards consolidation of peace. Peace is

the only reasonable alternative, the only possible conclusion that can be drawn

from implications of :3pace research.

That is why Romania views the work of this Committee with special

importance, particularly as concerns the legal aspects of its work and the

drafting of a treaty that would govern the exploration of space. The r~port of

the Legal Sub-Committe~ on its fifth session shows us the stage that has been

reached in this field.

Tile consider that the articles on 1:hich agreement has been reached

go to the very substance of the aim of the treaty which is bein~ elaborcted,

in that they set forth the general principles and formulate the legal rights

as well as the obligations of the parties in the conduct of their activities.

We feel that the spiri~ of the draft treaty faithfUlly reflects the

general acceptance of the aim of space activities f1for the benefit and in the

interest of all countries, whatever the stage of their economic or scientific

development; they concern mankind as a whole u • The principle is proclaimed of

the exploration and free utilization of space by all States, without any

distinction, in conditions of equality.

We consider that to protect the interests of all countries and to eliminate

sources of conflict, the activities of States in space must be regulated by

binding juridical norms. That is why Romania was one of the first countries to

pronounce itself in favour of the inclusion of these principles in a treaty and

to proclaim its adherence to them.
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We cannot but express our satisfaction at the contribution which the treaty,

in its entirety, and certain ef its clauses in particular) bring to the creation

of an atmosphere of security and to the rf:alization of disarmament -- that is,

the undertaking by States not to put in orbit around the earth any object

carrying nuclear weapons ur any other kind of weapons of mass destruction, not to

install such arms on celestial bodies and not to place such weapons in space in

any other menner.

The Romanian Government strives, in an active manner, to strengthen

peace and, by concrete proposals, to deploy efforts for the establishment of an

atmosphere of peace, confidence and co-operation among States. That is why this

important clause and the obligation to use the moon and the other celestial bodies

exclusively for peaceful objectives these two elements having positive

influence on the disarmament process -- enjoy the most henrtfelt support of the

peace-loving peoples.
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There are some aspects on which no agreement has yet been possible, and these

must be dealt with because of their importance in all fields of space activities,

and the provisions must be drafted in such a manner as to obtain general support.

So far as we are concerned, we shall spare no effort to see to it that the draft

treaty is finali2ed as soon as possible.

The constructive spirit which has dominated the work of the Committee on the

articles which have been accepted allows us to be optimistic.

So far as the report of the Sci.entific and Technical Sub-Corr~ittee is concerned,

(document A/AC.105/3l), we wish to stress that last year the Sub-Committee showed

great efficiency. The International Teleccmmunications Union and the World

Meteorological Organization must be congratulated for their activities in the field

of communications and of space meteorology respectively.

The Romanian delegation would like to see our report to the General Assembly

reflect this appreciation, which I am sure is generally shared.

Without insisting too much on the various aspects of this question, I would

like to deal more in detail with a prob1.em which is described in the reports,

space activity a~d the co-operation of States in that activity, and I have in mind

the convening of a world space conference.

The second report of the Working Group, contained in document A/AC 105/34,
marks a aecisive step towards the preparation of the conference. Ihe contents of

this report is the result of a spirit of co-operation and of the efforts of all

the members of the Group. Romania is in favour of the idea of the convening of

this conference, and is conscious of the contribution which can be made to the

objectives of this Organi~ation. It would inscribe in the history of the United

Nations a positive example of fostering the use of all advances of science and

technology in the interests of all mankind.

The report ~ubmitted suggests a harmonious fusion of scientific and practical

factors, and this method would be a Guarantee of success.

Our Committee must pronounce itself also upon another aspect which, in our

view, is fundamental if one wishes to understand space activities; that is, the

international aspect of these activities. The acceptance of this truth leads us to

the natural conclusion that there should be a universal character to the

arrangements established for this conference, and participation in the conference

must be open to all interested States without restriction. Discrimination engendered

by political motives could only darken the climate of confidence which has inspired

our decisions up to now.
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In Romania, space activities have continueG to develop, and the achievements

of our country have been reported to the Secretary-General and are to be found in

document A/AC.I05/L.2G. I do not wish to repeat them. The Socialist Republic of

Romania struggles so that these activiti0s will be successful in a sector which

is of great import&nce for the future.

Those are the questions which I wished to und8rline in my intervention.

Iv1r. YAMAZAKI (Japan): Let me first of all congratulate the representative

of Romania, Ambassador Diaccnescu, on his unanimous election to the Vice-Chairmanship

of this important Corrmittee. We are indeed confident that he will contribute

Greatly to our work, as did his distinguished predecessor, Ambassador Haseganu.

In your state~~~t this morning, Mr. Chairman, you referreQ once again to the

remarkabl~ achievements in the exploration of outer space during th"j period since

we last met here. MY delegation would like to join you in congratulating those space

Powers which have accomplished such outstanding successes in this field. These

remarkable successes, however, certainly lead us to believe that greater efforts

should be made to ensure closer international co-operation in the exploration of

outer space and, in particular, in the field of law in outer space, in order to try

to narrow the gap between the tremendous technical and technological progress made by

individual Governments and the work 1vc are charged with accompLishing in this

Organization.

As one of such efforts, the Legal SUb-Committee met in Geneva last JUly to

draw up a draft treaty governing the exploration and use of outer space, the moon and

other celesti~l bodies. We have been able to reach agreement on many important

points, and among these the Japanese delegation attaches special importance to the

peaceful use clause and the non-appropriation clause. It is regrettable, therefore,

that despite the strenuous efforts exerted by all the members of the Legal Sub­

Comnittee, the progress we had all expected and ardently hopeu for on the occasion

of the resumed session at these Headquarters has not been possible, and that there

~till remains a great deal to be dealt with for the successful conclusion of this

tl'C3aty.

lfW delegation remains hopeful, hmvever, that through continued devotion to

the spirit of international co-operation agreement will be reached on the entire
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provisions of the proposed treaty in the near future, so that the regime of law

in out~r space can be ~stablished.

We are gratified to note that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has

accomplished sqme positive progress this year, particularly in the fields of

navigation, satellite systems, education and training in outer space, exchange of

information and so cn. The recommendations contained in its report on th~sc

."'1bjects seem to us to be pertinent and quite acceptable.

Japan mai4cains a positive interest in navigation satellite systems, and we

would very much like to participate in the working group which it is proposed

should be established for this purpose and to contribute to its work.

We are also particularly glad to note that the vlorkine; Group of the v7hole on

the international conference to be held in 1967 has made tangible progress in a

limited time this year, as is shcwn in the two reports before us. My delegation,

as we have repeatedly stated on several occasions in the past, has a positive

attitude in this regard and looks forward to seeing the succc:ssful holdine of the

conference, since we believe that this might provide an excellent occasion for

achievin6 closer international co-operation in the exploration of outer space.

He are particularly grateful to the delegati cn of Austria, which has generously

offered Vienna for the site of the propos8u conference. Our thanks go also to

the deleeation of France, which had previously of'fereh :3 site, but ~7hich withdrf1w

it in the spirit of international co-operation.

I should like to add a fow points in this connexion. First, we sincerely

wish that the r:anel of experts for the preparation and organization of the

proposed conference vTill start its work as seon as possible and carry out its tasks

srr.oothly anti rapidly, since tho time available before the conf~renc(; becomes shorter

and shorter. Secondly, there io the qu<.:stion of' particiy;a tion, the only remaining

difficulty for which this Committee should find an early solution. My de.leG;a tion

holds the view that ~ll th~ States Members of this Organization and its

specialized aeencies,as well as of the regional and semi-official or~anizations

and associations interested in the exploration of outer space, should be inviteJ,

in accordance with the precedents thus far followed in such international

gatherings held under the auspices of the United Nations.
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Mr. McKECWlJ (Australia): The delegation of Australia would like to

join the other delegations in extending our warm congratulations to

Ambassador Diaconescu on his unanimous election as Vice-Chairman of this Cerr~ittee.

We knew that he will serve this Ccrr.mitt~~ in that office with the same distincticn

as his esteemed predecessor.

As the statements that have already been made in this Ccrrmittoe have borne

testimony, indeed as I think will be obvious to all of us around this table,

1966 has been an active year in sp~ce technology with new and exciting developments

in many fields. Progress in the political, sociological and leGal applications

of space techniques, unfortunately, continue to lag behind. It is, however, a

matter of some encouragement in this respect that 1966 has been a particularly

active year in the work of this Ccmmittee. There have been important meetings of

the Legal and of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccrrmittees as well as of the

Working Group as a vlliole.

The position of the Australian delegation on the issues ~n1ich face the

Legal Sub-Corrmittee have already been spelt out in detail in the records of that

body. Perhaps it is sufficient to say here that the 1r::1 L'gaticn of Australia

is disappointed that the Legal Sub-Cerr~ittee w~s unable to bring to fruition the

very useful and promising work 1'1hich it initiated at Geneva. \'le believe that,

given a spirit of conciliation and the will to achieve results. frcm a11 sides>

the difficulties which at present obstruct agreenent should disappear. It is our

hope that proposals which have proved unacceptable to a large number of delegations

frcm many different parts of the world will not continue t~ obstruct progress.

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccrr.mittee has carried forward the useful work

which it has been doing in furthering international co-operation in scientific

and technical aspects -- and we heartily support its reccrr~endaticns, not least,

those relating to the setting up of a working group to consider further the

important question of navigational satellites and also its recorr~endations in

relation to education and training.
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The Working Group of the Whole has also held two most useful series of

lueetingB and succeeded in reaching agreement on many matters relating to the

organization of an international conference on the exploration and peaceful uses

of outer space. We hope that the outstanding points will be speedily resolved.

CnE'3 of those ploints relates to the cost of the ('ont'~rr.lnt·n, and my delegation is.
pleased to see that the revised statem~nt t.)f finanC'ial implications, which has

been circulated by the Secretary-General~ has succeeded in significantlJ reducing

.he oriGinal estimates. Vlhile a. decision will have to be taken cn the various

~~ternatives presented by the Secretariat for the cost of printing the prcceedings

of the Conference, my delegation believes that a satisfactory compromise on this

question should enable the cost to the United Nations to be kept within acceptable

limits, 1'1hich might be something of' the order of $,3co,aco.
The vie1'ls of my delegation on the questj,cn of participation in the

international space conference were set out in the Working Group and we adhere

to the fositions we mentioned there. In this connexion~ my delegation wishes

to associate itself with what was said this morning by the Ambassador of France.

In our view it is entirely appropriate that a conference organiz~d under the

auspices of the United Nations should be open to States MpmcRrs of the United

Nations and of the specialized agencies. It also seems appropriate that we sh~ld

invite thoce specialized agencies and int~r-go~ernm~ntal organizaticns menticned

in chapturs I, II and III of document A~~C.105/L.29 as being competent

international bodies relating to the peaceful uses of outer space to attend as

observ~rs. The Working Group has also reccmmended that COSPAR shculd be invited

to attend as an observer, and we endorse that reccrrmendation.

UE: have noted the very useful reports of the 'forld l\ileteorolo·gical Organization

and the International Teleccrrmunication 1Jnion, and we thank those organizations for

their continuing co-oferation and interest in the work of this Ccrrmittee. We also

extend cur appreciation to the outer space group in the Secretariat for the very

uS0ful docmr.entation 'Which it has prepare' for the information and guidance of

members of this Committee throughout the year.

lJr. Chairman, we also thank you once again for presiding with such tact and

patience over the work of our Corrmittee. We hope that the report which we will

approve under your guidance will lead to a continuing and expanding level of

international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer s:l?ace.
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Mr. MISHRA (India): May I join other delegations in extending our very

waxm congratulations to the Permanent Representative of Romania on his unanimous

election as Vice-Chairman of our Ccmmittee. He can rest assured of our full

co-operation at all times in the discharge of his duties.

Despite the note of pessimism on which the Legal Sub-Ccrr~~ttee ended its work

at the end of last week, my delegation do~s not feel that nothing has been

accomplished. The area of disagreement must be so narrOv1 nOy1 that v1" hop < that it

will be possible soon, perhaps before the end of the year, to reach complete

agreement on the text of a draft treaty on the moon and other celestial bodies.

My delegation is particularly grateful that no attempt, at least no serious

attempt,was made in the Legal Sub-Corr~ittee to relegate to the background the

question of the draft conventions on assistance to astronauts and on liability

for damages. In fact, if I may say so, there was a general feeling that it was

in the interest of all that the Legal Sub-CcrrJnittee should not lag far behind

on the question of the two conventions. In ~articular, there was a feelin~ that

the conclusion of a draft treaty on the meon and other celestial bcdies should

not prejudice in any way the conclusion of the draft convention on assistance to

astronauts and on liability for damages. Therefore, we hop fully take note of

the report of the Legal Sub-Ccmmittee.

The report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccrrmittee

is before us. 1.ly delegation is particularly grateful for the reccrrmendation in

paragraph 30 thereof. In that paragraph the Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccmmi<ttee:

"Recclr'Jnends that continuing sponsorship be accorded by the

United Nations, as described in General Assembly res: lution 2130 (XX),

to TERLS as an international facility for the pur~ose of r.o-operation in

the peaceful uses of outer space. tI ( ..~/':I.C.105/?1.p. 7)

Judging frcm various remarks here today on the subject, we feel that the

reco~endation of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccmmittee will be endorsed,

und 1'1e thank the members of the Ccmmittee in advance for this kindness.
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Finally, we note with great pleasure the report of the Working Group of the

Whole in regard to an international conference on space exploration in 1967.
As the delegation of a country which has taken only the very first, initial

steps in space exploration, we are happy that the conference will be held in

a cordial atmbsphere and for the benefit of developing countries.

Like other delegations' here, we are also grateful to the delegation of

France, whose gesture this morning -- if I may say so, a very generous gesture -­

has now made it possible for us to arrive at an amicable settlement on the

question of the venue of the conference. He hope that the conference,

Mr. Chairman, will be held in your country. ~'7e think that this is a very

amicable solution to the problem that was faced by the Working Group of the Vlhole::

just over a week ago.

In conclusion, my delegation joins other delegations in paying tribute,

Mr. Chairman, to your tactful, purposeful and wise leadership of this Committee.

~:ithout your guidance, I can say without fear of any contradiction, it would not

have been possible to arrive at satisfactory arrangements in the ~'~orking Group

of the \·Jhole.
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Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from French): May I first of

all, speaking on behalf of the delegation of the People t s Republic of Bulgaria,

extend our most sincere congratulations to the Vice-Chairman, Ambassador Diaconescu,

on his election, and may I wish him great success in the performance of his

duties.

May I also be permitted to express our feelings of apprecintion to you,

Mr. Chairman, for the outstanding fashion in which you have conducted the work

of our Corr~ittee-

The Bulgarian delegation would like at the outset to express its profound

satisfaction at the progress achieved by the :iorking Group in its job of

preparing for the conference during the last session of the Grou~. Thanks to

the efforts of the Working Group, a draft agenda for the conferen~e was worked out

that reflects the various aspects of the objectives of the conference- The

Bulgarian delegation believes that this draft can serve as a suitable basis for

constructive discussions. This draft in fact does offer a possibility for

draWing up a balance-sheet of achievements resulting from outer-space research

in the various fields and for draWing practical advantages therefrom.

The Working Group also arrived at agreement on the question of the creation of

a group of experts to deal with the practical organization of the conference

and, in particular, its technical aspects -- the screening of workine

docmuents, the reports to be SUbmitted, etc. .
This group of experts, for the pur~ose of creating conditions favourable

to the progress of the conference, should take care to ensure that the

conference is organized in such a way that it allows sufficient time for

successive plenary discussions and for discussions by sections and groups.

At the last t"lO sessions of the Horld.ng Group, the delegation of the

People's Republic of Bulgaria was a~ong those expressing the opinion that the

conference should be held in Europe. t':e can nov' note with satisfaction that

this point of vie,', was shared by the majority of delegations. ::e are sure that

the Committee will be unanimous in its decision as to the place and date of the

confarence.
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My delegation also wishes to associate itself with the words of appreciation

spoken with regard to the truly generous gesture of the French delegation

which, very sincerely and frankly speaking, did away with certain difficulties

of choice on our part -- and the Bulgarian delegation was among those that

found it very uifficult to choose between Paris and Vienna. It seems to us.
that, thanks to this friendly gesture of the French delegation, there now

remain no difficulties facing the Committee in finding a definitive solution to

this problem.

We also wish to express our gratitude to the Austrian Government

which is kindly acting as host to the international conference and thus

contributing to its success.

\1ith respect to the question of participation in the conference, the Horking

Group did not at its last session come to a final decision. We must, however,

emphasize that it would not be wise to put off a solution of this question. The

preparations for the conference would suffer thereby.

The Bulgarian delegation wishes to emphasize once again its position,

already defined on several occasions before the Working Group and during the

previous sessions of the Corr~ittee itself, namely that the ccnference, which

will be dealing with matters that concern the whole world, even the universe,

should itself be universal in character. It should be genuinely universal, for

it will be dealing with problems affecting the vital interests of all

countries without distinction as to their international status within one

international institution or another. lie are certain that the Committee will

take the necessary decisions for endorsing at once tho recommendations of the

Working Group and for then expedi'cing the preparations for the organization of'

~he conference that should be held very shortly thereafter.

We are likewise convinced 'bhat the conference will achieve considerahlo

success by bringing about the participation of' all countries of the world in

the peaceful utilization of outer space, with the benefits resultina from this.

The Legal Sub-Corr~ittee had, for its part, a very important task to carry out.

During the last ten years of the $~ace age mankind has witnessed remarkable

conquests in the field of the investigation and exploration of space. As in other

fields of human activity, scientific progress and practical technical :results
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At the very beginnine of the space age one of the space Pcwers, the Soviet Union,

suggested the working-out of the fundamental principles for reeulating the

activities of states in the exploration and peaceful utilization of outer space.

In 1962 the Soviet Union proposed a draft declaration on the principles that should

govern activities of states in the field of the exploration and peaceful

utilization of outer space.
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The CHI~IR~AN: It appears that no other representative wishes to speak

in the ~eneral debate. Before calling on the representative of the World

Meteorological Organization, I wish to welcome) on behalf of the Corr~ittee, the

representative of COSPAR, Dr. Richard Porter.

I now call on the representative of the World Meteorological Organization.

At the present time we have before us two draft treaties: that of the Soviet

Union and tbat of the United States. During the first ~art of the Legal

Sub-Committeefs session considerable results were obtained in the elaboration of

the draft treaties under study. Preliminary texts on nine points were prepared..

Those results are a very encouraging point of de~arture.

Nevertheless, problems remain that have not been settled in a very satisfactory

way. Areong these there is 'the principle that States sie,lling the treaty should,

on a feating of equality, offer facilities for the tracking of space objects to

any other si~Datory State engaging in space activities. That principle was

discussed very thoroughiy in tne Legal SUb-Committee. The delegation of the

People's Republic of Bulgaria had occasion to express its position on this subject,

and we would not wish to go back over that ground now. He would rr.erely emphasize

the vast importance of this principle as a juridical expression of co-operation

and mutual assistance arr.ong space and non-space countries and as real evidence of

the contribution that each country could make to the progress of mankind in the

conquest of space. This problem should be solved in a satisfactory way, because,

in my delegationfs opinion, that would help considerably to overco~e the other

difficulties on the path of an agreerr.ent on the peaceful uses of outer space.

Without any doubt the work done by the Legal Gub-Committee constitutes a very

iffiportant success, which should not be under-estimated. There are still, however,

sorr.e problems, to which I have referred. itS things now stand, and in particular

with regard to the conclusion of treaties on the peaceful uses of outer space,

we must silen~e the fears concerning the future of the work of the Sub-Corrmittee

and tackle tne problems, even the !tost difficult ones, with rr.ore realism and

optimism. We should not allow the difficulties to prevail and to cast a shadow

on future possibilities. On the contrary, we must hope to lead our work to a

successful conclusion; we IDl1st hope that we shall soon be able to congratulate

ourselves on the conclusion of such a treaty.
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Mr. NAGLE (World Keteorological Organization): On behalf of

Mr. D.A. Davies, Secretary-General of the World Keteorological Organization,

I am privileged to report to this Committee on the activities of the

Organization during the fast year in the Committee's area of interest.

Representatives will recall that the World ~eteorological Organization

prepared a "First Report on the Advancerrent of Atrr:ospheric Sciences and Their

j~pplication in the Light of Developrrents in Outer 3J;:ace ll in 1962, in response

to re solution 1721 (XVI) adopted by the General ;1ssembly at i. ts sixteenth

session. This first report discussed the derronstrated utility of artificial

earth-orbiting satellites for weather observation on a global basis and

introduced the World Heather vlatch concept, which envisaged the planning and

implerrentation of a new co-operative Horld Weather 3ystem designed to rrake the

fullest possible use of sJ;:ace science and other developing technologies in the

advancerrent of atrrospheric science and the provision of improved weather services

to the citizens of all nations.

This apprcach was endorsed by the Fourth Congress of the Organization in

1963, and since that tirre a rrajor effort has been rrade by the Organization in

the planning of an initial World vleather Watch 3ystem, for implerrentation i~

1968-1971, and in the developrrent and improvement of techniques which can be

employed in the system. In its second, third and fourth reports, covering the

period 1963-1965, the Organization bas reported on its initial studies of the

general character'istics of the three components of the World Heather Hatch

narrely, (a) the Global Observation System, which involves an expansion and

improverrent of the conventional weather observation systt.'~n and its integration

with newer observing systerr.s such as satellites; (b) the Global Telecon:munication

System, which will be required to ,~ollect and disseminate, on a global basis,

both the observational data and the processed rraterial derived from them;

and (c) the Global Data Processing Cystem, involving the selection of World and

Regional Meteorological Centres and the formulation of their functions and

responsibilities. It will be recalled that the three World ~eteorological

Centres designated were Washington, Moscow and ~elbourne.

These reports also outlined progress in regard to the further development of

rreteorological satellites and the utilization of satellite data, the planning

of meteorological research and the education and training of rreteorological

personnel.
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The activities of the Organization during the past year are surrnarized in

its fifth report, issue in August 1966 and placed before the Committee today.

These activities havl:~ocused on the finalization of a specific Horld Heather

Watch Plan for 1968-1971, for presentation to the Fifth Congress of WKO in

April 1967. ,Detailed progra~es for the global observing, teleco~unication

and data processing sys1~GmS have been develoFed for approval by the Fifth Congress

and implen:entation in 1968-1971. A Voluntary Implerr.entation Progran:me is

proposed to effect this implerr.entation. The prograrr~e puts the uain emphasis

on national responsibility for implen:entation of the facilities required on the

national territory, but envisages the possibility, in appropriate cases, of

assistance being secured through the United i'Jatlons Developn:ent Prograrr.n:e, through

a bilateral arrangen:ent with another country or from a Voluntary Implen:entation

Fund, cOffiprised of financial contributions or contributions in equi~n:ent or

services offered by n:embers of WUO. Implerr.entation of World Weather Hatch

facilities outside national territorie8 -- for example, in outer space, on the

high seas, and so forth -- will be effected through the voluntary cO-Oferation of

interested countries.

The World Weather Hatch Plan for 1968-1971 also calls for vigorous prograffirtes

of research on the general circulation as an essential ingredient of the World

Weather Hatch, since maximum benefit can be derived from the Horld Weather Hatch

only with improved underst~nding of the atn:ospheric processes. To the sarr.e ~nd

the suggestion bas been advanced that 1972 should be proclain:ed as a world

~eteorological period for intensive co-o~erative global observation and research

in n:eteorology, in the form of a Global ~tn:ospberic Research Progra~e.

Considerable emphasis is placed also upon the necessity for intensified

prograrrn:es of education and training for rr.eteorological ~ersonnel. The

Organization itself has already substantially increased its activity in this area.

In 1965, 951 ~ersons received ~eteorological tYclining under the United Nations

Developn:ent :Programn:e, and 40 per cent of the funds allocated to HUO-sponsored

projects under the United Nations Develop~ent Programn:e were ex~ended on training.

Regional Meteorological Training Centres have been established at Nairobi,

Lagos and Kinshasa, and chairs of n:eteorology at University College, Nairobi,

anr1 L0vanium University, Kinshasa.
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A world conference on meteorological education and training, open to all

members of VT.MO, is being organized to convene in Leningrad in June 1967. This

will be the first such conference ever tc be held,and its results will undoubtedly

have great significance for the meteorological services of all countries.

The World Heather Watch Plan anticipates further progress in the development

of the meteorological satellite and in the possible use of telecommunications

satellites for the interrogation of ur~anned surface-observing stations and

free-floating constant level balloons equipped with meteorological measuring

apparatus. The data secured by this interrogation will then be retransmitted to

ground-receiving stations. The first international tests of the performance

of the constant level balloon as an observing device were initiated in the

Southern Hemisphere in April 1966, as a United States-New Zealand project, with

V/MO support and the co-cperation of a number of other countries.

A new phase in satellite meteorology began with the launch in February 1966,
of the first of the truly operational satellites, ESSA I. Earlier satellites

were ~rimarily intended for operational and research purposes, but the ESSA series

of satellites will provide daily global coverage for routine operational purposes.

ESSA II is equipped with automatic picture transmission '\olhich enables ground

stations Itoverflownu by the satellite to receive its picture. transmissions directly

with relatively simple receiving equi~ment. There are already 150 such ground­

receiving stations in more than thirty countries.

At the present time the vT.MO is engaged in a number 01 cost studies to

assist the Fifth Congress in its review of the World Weather Watch Plan. With

the same object, it is also publishing a set of about ten 1~orld Weather Watch

Planning Reports, which will give details of the principal studies made in the

course of development of the plan.

The issue of these studies and reports will complete the heavy planning

task assumed by the organization at the Fourth Congress in 196,. It will be for

the Fifth Congress to pass upon the plans submitted to it. In view of the strong

endorsement of the World Weather Watch concept and associated develo~ments given

in resolution 1963 of the eighteenth session of the General Assembly, it is

anticipated that Member States will be generally sympathetic to the proposals •
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The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of "llvlO for his inter(3sting
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report.

This concludes the general debate. We now have to adopt the report of

our Con:mittee to the twenty-first session of the General 11ssembly. In accordance

with the procedural decisions we have taken this morning, "le have tc endorse

the reportsof the Scientific and Technical Cub-Corr~ittee, the I~gal Sub-Ccttmittee

and of the Working Group of the vlliole. In addition, we will have to aecide

the r(;maining open questions vlhich arise mainly in connexion with the Horking

Groupvs report regarding the proposed international conference. If there are

no additional proposals or suggestions regarding the report of the Scientific

and Technical SUb-Cottmittee, I take it that the Ccmmittce wishes to endorse this

Approval by the Fifth Congress of the World Weather Watch Plan for 1968-71 and

the associ~ted projects will constitute a landmark in the history of international

meteorology, through the implied acceptance by all stat ·s of the necessity for

truly global pl~nning in the further development of the atmospheric sciences ~nd

their applications.

The 'HIvlO recognizes that the Horld "leather Hatch concept had its origin in

the develotment of space science and in the impetus which this gave to the

adoption of a global vi~w of weather problems. As we nOvl approach the final

phase in our preparation of what we hOI-e will be the world's first "Fcur Year

Plan for Meteorology" "le would like, Mr. Chairman, to expres s to you and to the

other representatives to this session, our keen appreciation of the interest

which this Committee has shown in the advancement of atmospheric sciences and

of the support and encouragement which it has given to vrMO efforts in this area.

In conclusion, may I add that the '~40 will learn with interest of the

Cc~itteets decision to reccttmend the convening in 1967 of a conference on

the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space, and it vlill welccme the

provision in the draft prograrrme for the discussion of satellite ID8t8orology

and associated matters.

The Committee may be assured that the ~';;MO will be glad to co-operate fully

in achieving the objectives of this conference.
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The CHAIFlv1AN: :'1ith regard to the rl.:port of the Harking Group of the

vfuole, we will have to take a decision on a number ef ~uestions which are still

open. These questions concern the com~osition of the :pan~l of experts to discharge

certain nscessury tasks in connexion with the preparation and conduct of the

conference, organizatienal as~ects ef the conference, financial implications of

th8 conference, the plac~ of the conference and, finally, the question of

participation in this intcrn~tional confer~nce.

The first question 1'18 have to lt0cide is the ccm:r;:ositivll of the panel of

~xperts. May I infor~ the members of the Cc~ittee that, aft€r COtsultation 6

with the representativGs ef th~ Ccrr~ittee, the Chair weuld like to make the

following pr('lrusal for the ccm:r,osition of the panel; I shall read cut the

names in alphabetical ord8r: Australia, BraZil, Bulgaria, CZi'chcslovakia, France,

India, Italy, JD,pan, Rcmania, r.ved8n, Union! f Goviet Socialist Re:t:ublics,

United Arab Republic and the Ul tted states. 'rhe Cha.ir pr::;];.CJses these countries

as members of thIE: panel of e~qJl :."ts. May I dr~1'1 the att~nti'Jn of thl.? Ccttmittee

to paragraph 8 of the re];ort (1\ lAC .105/34) 1'1Lich states in the last :paragraph

of sub-paragraph (iii):

liThe panel shall function In co-o:r;erati''''n with the S\,,;cretariat in consultation

with, and under the guidane0 of, tht.7: Chf" irman of' the Ccrr.mitte~ ~':n the Peaceful

Uses of Cuter Space. 1t

May I add that the Horking GrOUT' had also r(;(·l,;rr.m~ndc:;d that this l~anel shculd resume

its 1vork as soon as possible. J\re ther~ any '~cn:ments or.:. this ~r~l:pusal?

report, which will go to the G0neral hss6mbly ao ~n annex to the r~~ort of this

Corrmittee.

It was so d0cidei.

'rhE: CHAIFNJili: HE; shall no\'] take up tr..c l"t::~(jrt of the Legal Sub­

Committee. May I sugc;est that we procceJ. in the; same 'way b..S vlf:; did vIi th the

r~port of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Ccrrmitt88. If there are liO new

proposals related to this subject, I shall take it that thu Committee wishes to

endcrse th~ report vi: th~ Legal Sub-Ccttmittee.
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Mr. HOPE (United Kingdom): I apologize for being premature.

The CHAIRMAN: I am most grateful to the representative of the United

Kingdo~ for raising this question. May I say that the Secretary of the Outer

Space Cc~ittee, Mr. AbJel-Ghar.~) h~c it in mind to make u statement when 1'7e

ccme to the financial implications of the conference and on that occasion he will

also answer this question.

BS/Ckl

The-
this question

end of our de:

the Committee

As there

Mr.-

consider the 1

The

we refer this

It ~Uj

The
I invite the ~

that question,

1YJr •

Committee tha1

1-re are preparl

prefer, to the

However,

With regard tc

from the EuroI

Geneva will SE

August-Septem1:

during the san

contained in c
space conferer

of the Genera]

European offic

as mentioned j

$6,400.

A/AC.I05/PV.45
59-60

1-1r. TELLO. (Mexico) (interIJretation from Spanish): Like the

re:presentative of the United Kingdom, I hav~l no objection, Mr. Chairman, to

the list of ex:perts that you tave just read out. I should merely like to ask

you, in connexion 1'7ith the suggestion that I ventured to make relating to the

agenda, which is item 7 of this document, wllether you propose to take this u~

at the end, or could you tell us when you wnnt us to consider the suggestion

that I made on behalf of my delegation?

Mr. HOPE (United Kingdom): Mr. Chairman, I 1'7armly support the

proposal that you have just made. I have just one question to ask. I presume

that under the rules of document ST/SGB/107/Rev.3, paragraph 3, which are the

rules governing payment of travel expenses and subsistence allo1'7ances in respect
,

of members of organs or subsidiery organs of the United Nations, that neither

travel nor subsistence expenses shall be paid in respect of this panel by the

United Nations and that the cost will fall on Member states.
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The CHAIffiv1.AN: The next question relates to the financial implications.

I invite the Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Abdel-Ghani, to make a statement on

that question.

~CHAIRI·1A.N: If there are no further comments, I 'Would suggest that

we refer this question to the General Assembly.

It was so decided.
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~"ABDEL-GHANI (Secretary): The statement of financial implications,

contained in document A/AC.I05/L.33, is based on the assumption that the outer

space conference will be held in September 1967 prior to the twenty-second session

of the General Assembly at the United Nations Headquarters or at the United Nations

European office in Geneva. If the conference is held in Geneva, there will be,

as mentioned in the footnote on page 1 of that document, an additional cost of

$6,400.

However, I a~ould like to bring to the attention of the Committee the following,

with regard to cOllvening the conference in Geneva. The Secretariat received a cable

from the European office in Geneva last Friday stating that, in view of the fact that

Geneva will service the Trade Conference most likely to be held in

August-September 1967, it is impossible to have another conference in Geneva

during the same period.

IYi!'. FRUTKI~ (United states of America): I would simply remind the

Committee that my delegation made a proposal for the officers of the conference.

We are prepared to proceed on that basis or to defer this question, if delegations

prefer, to the General Assembly.

The CHAIRMfi.N: I shoulcl. like to state that the Chair intends to raise

this question when the Rapporteur of the Committee presents the report at the

end of our deliberations. Be1:ore he does so I shall raise'this question and ask

the Committee whether it agrees to insert this paragraph in the report.

As there are no further comments on this question, I suggest that we now

consider the next question, namely the organizational aspects of the conference.
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Should the Committee deicde to accept an invitation to convene the

conference in another place, the host country would be informed by the Secretariat

of the additional expenses which are to be borne by the inviting country,

in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2116. I shall read out the
•

relevant provision of this resolution:

"In other cases meetings may be held away from the established

headquarters or authorized meeting place of any body when a Government

issuing an invitation for a meeting to be held within its territory has

agreed to defray, after consultation With the Secretary-General as to

ihefr' nature and possible extent, the actual additional costs directly

and indirectly involved;".

The Secretariat estimates, on the basis of information at present available,

that the additional cost would be between $20,000 and $25,000. This figure

relates to the additional costs that would be incurred under the heading of

direct conference services. It assumes that the inviting Government would prOVide

all the physical facilities reqUired. The costs for the pre~ara.tionof the

conference and for the editing and printing of the proceedings would remain

substantially the same regardless of the site chosen.

The financial implications apprOXimately estimated are based on the various

organizational arrangements agreed upon at the last session of the Working Group.

It is thus less than the estimation made on the bases of the so-called model

conference which the Secretariat used for the purpose of making financial

estimates and administrative arrangements.

The financial estimates now presented to the Committee range froD a little

more than $225,000 to a little less than $577,000, With a third alternative

in between of approximately $325,000, depending on the form and content of the

publications of the conference. The original estimates for the model cnni'erence

ranged f'rom about ~~478,ooo to about $828,000, with a third alternatj,'e of about

$628,000. Thus, there was a substantial reduction in the fin~ncial estimates,as

the Secretariat already indicated in the meeti~e~ of thcl Working Group.
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vTith respect to the point raised by the representative of the United Kingdom

concerning the advisory panel, the statement of financial implications does not

include provision for the advisory panel of experts. This is based on the

assumption that the advisory panel of experts is a governmental body in the sense

that the Governments which will have representatives on the panel will take care

of the travelling expenses of the experts that they select. The advisory panel

will meet at least once, and this will be as soon as possible after the matter is

decided by the General Assembly. However, expenses for Secretariat Jrvices for

the advisory panel will depend on the time and place of the meeting, as well as

on the kind of services required, for example interpretation services. Therefore,

if the advisory panel meet s at a time and in a place where interpretation

services can be provided from the regular United Nations staff, there will be no

additional expense, but if it meets at a time and in a place where the regular

staff is not available, then additional monies will have to be provided to service

the advisory panel.
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•

JP.e. .9!1AIW1t\N.: Unless any representative wishes to comment on the

report just made by the Secretary of the Committee, I would suggest that we

proceed with our agenda and that we deal now with the question of place, which

is interconnected with the question of the financial implications.
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Mr •. FRUTKIN (Unitefr States of America): As I recall the recommendation

of the Horking Group of the 111101e, it was that this Committee should establish a

ceiling on expenses based upon the report which has now been given us so helpfully

by the Secretary; and I would suggest that we consider the precise figure which

is to be recommended now to the General Assembly to govern the expenses of the

conference.

1Te have heard suggested already today by the representatives of France and

of Canada, I believe, that ceilings in the neighbcurhood of $300,000-$350,000 be

established.

It will be recalled that my delegation suggested in the Horking Group that

a ceiling of tl>300, 000 should be adequate. I thinl~ the report which has now been

provided us by the Secretariat bears this suggestion out.

The sum of $225,000 is proposed as one alternative. Having examined the

component figures of that estimate, my delegation would consider that that sum

could be further reduced without difficulty, since there are functions listed

which, we believe, would not in fact be reqUired.

In any case, allowing for such further reductions, and allowing for the

possibility of Alternative II for the printing of the proceedings, we still come

up with a figure of $300,000 as ade~uate for the total cost of the conference.

I should like to hear from repreG~ntatives their views on this matter with a view

to establishing an appropriate ceiling of this order of magnitude.
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!1.r~oJ~OJ19.?.9Y: (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): I have heard the statement of the representative of the United States,

but I should first of all like to ask where we find ourselves. If I understand

correctly, we are now talking about the site for the conference, and the

representative of the United States said absolutely nothing in that respect. If

I understood the Chair correctly, we were now to discuss the question of the site •
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Let us talk about the site and deal with this matter which was presented to

us. Let us decide it; then, if we are able to, let us take up the question

presented by the representative of the United States.

I think you were qUite right, 1·;1"'. Chairman, in raising thif3 question and

stating that we must now take a decision on the site for the holdine of the

conference. "le must tal{e a final decision.

At present, as far as I understand it, there is unanimous opinion 11ere that

we should heed the invitation which was tendered by the Governmer.t of Austria.

After hearing the statement of the representative of Franco this nlorning, there

is only one place where the conference can be held. But, before delving intv the

jungle of figures and financial facts mentioned here, I should like to see the

Committee decide the matter of the conference first, after which we will be able

to deal with the matter raised by the representative of the United States.

N.t:,:_ !IP]?~ (United Kingdom): I listened with great interest to the

suggestion made by my colleague from the Soviet Union, but I also recall a statement

that you yourself made, Iir. Chairman, only a fe,'; minutes ago when you ,,;ere

discussing the outstanding items which were still before this Co~nittee; and I

listed here those outstanding items in the order in which you suggested them.

The first was the question or the panel; the second was the question of

organization; the third was the questiL of :Linances; the fourth was the queetion

of place; and the fifih was the quest:J.c)!... of participation. I heard no dissent

front that order of business. It is an order of business that attracts itself to

me, and I should be grateful if we coul& proceed on the basis or your own ruline.

Th~S1:Y\f.~.: As I said, I think the t,.,o questions are interconnected,

and I believe it should not cause too much difficulty if we dealt with the two

problems now. I would suggest that we discuss these two interconnected matters,

because it is qUite evident that the place at which the conference will take place

plays an important role in the decision on the financial implications. I am

therefore open to suagestions in this direction.
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~·.i!_•• ;E~,NiAl3f. (United Arab Republic): As I have just pointed out 9 my

delegation welcomes the gracious invitation extended by the Austrian Government,

and we sincerely wish that the generous offer could be unanimously accepted by

the members of the Committee.

g~.. lb~ORA (India): liy delegation is already on record as favouring the

holding of the proposed conference in Vienna. Therefore 9 my delegation has the

great honour and pleasure of seconding the proposal made bJT the representative of

the United Arab Republic that our Committee take advantage of the generous offer

of the Government of Austria and recommend to the General Assembly that the

proposed conference on outer space be held in Vienna.
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~:i~. __£P}~{\}!Q. (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): Pursuant to your

suggestion 9 Lr. Chairman9 my delegation would like to speak on both matters under

discussion: financial implications and site.

As far as the latter matter :ts concerned 9 we favour the proposal made by

the representative of the United AJ'.'ab Republic, which we support with enthusiasm

and which is supported by the majority of delegations here. The Government of

Austria has made a generous offer and my delegation welcomes it most warmly. 1ie

hope that this Commi.ttee and the Assembly 1Irill :=tccept it.

As far as the financial implications are concerned, the delegation of the

United states has just made an interesting suggestion that a ceiling be decided

upon for the conference. This is an interesting proposal, since it should give

the General Assembly a criterion enabling it to take a decision during its

twenty-fir~t session.

The suggestion that the ceiling be [:)300,000 seems excellent to me. By

dele:gation could accept the minimum proposal, Alternative I, in the report of

the Secretary-General, and we could accept the figure of ~~2259000 for the conference.

But 9 since our uecision here is not final, and since this is only a maximum, I see

no inconvenience in accepting the figure of $300,000 as a maximum, with the last

word on the details and the eventual savings to be left to the administrative and

bUdgetary organs of the General Assembly.
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Mr. FRUTKIN (Uniteu States of America): I should feel very bad if

delegations were to assume that I had deliberately departed frem thJ agenda which

had been put before us. It was my intention to address myself to the report given

by iJ1r. Abdel-Ghani, and I raised my hand to that purpose. The Chairman had meanwhile

called the next item.

I should like to say that I have no hesitation whatever in addresslng myself

also to the question of site as well as finances. Indeed, may I say that in a

S0nse I regret the generous gesture of the delegation of France in withdrawing

Paris, since this deprives us of the pleasure of debating the respective

attractions of Paris and Vienna. But since they are b0th extremely attractive

cities, I shall do my very 'best to relat,_ now the question of site and the question

of finances.

That is why, after having supported the proposal t' .it ViL~lna be chosen as the

site for the conference, my delegation also accepts that a maximum ceiling of

$3CO:;000 be decided upon for the ccnference. It goes without saying that this

figure can be reduced after the various factors and elements have been examined by

administrative and budgetary organs of the General Assembly.

The CHAI~T: May I give a v~ry short resume of the situation. The

representative of the United States has suggested a ceiling for the International

Space Conference of $300,COO. This suggestion was supported by the representative

of Argentina as the maximum ceiling. This is point one in the order which I have

read out the items we have to discuss and to decide upon.

The next queLtion is the questicn of' the place. In this case the

representative of the United Arab Republic has suggested Vienna as the site of the

conference, and he was supported by the representatives of India and Argentina.

These are the two proposals which are before the Corr~ittee ana I would like to

ask whether there are further ccmments on these two questions: the ceiling and

the place of the conference.
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Mr. HOPE (United Kingdcm): I too would like to join my voice to those

who have extolled the virtues of Vienna and would also be happy to go along with

the consensus of this Ccmmittee were it to be decided that Vienna should be the

chosen site for our conference.

Mr. FIORIO (Italy): As a close neighbour of the proposing state of the

site in Europe, I wish to state that my delegation support~; the proposition made

by the representative of Argentina to choose the European site of Vienna for the

conference and to establish a limit of $3CO,OCO as maximum expenses for it.
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~~. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): Now, after additional statements were made by the representatives of

the United States and the United KingcblO, I have a clearer idea as to the place

where we now find ourselves. I am happy at seeing the repres cntatiyes of thes'J

two countries, the United States and the United Kingdom, finally ccminG out

unambiguously in favour of convening the conference in Vienna.

As far as the position of the Soviet delegation is concerneu, the fact that I

stated a few minutes ago that this was the first question to be settled shows that,

even before these last two statements, the delegation of the Soviet Union had

AW/rm

Q~. Frutkin, United States)

I take it from the report of Mr. Abdel-Ghani that it ivould in fact be cheaper

for the United Nations to meet in Vienna than to meet in Geneva, since the extra

costs involved in meeting away frcm the Headquarters of the United Nations would be

met by the host State. In that case, and deferring to the obvious wishes of

representatives that the meeting be in Europe, my delegation is most happy to support.
the proposition that the conference be held in Vienna.

Having said that, I hop~ we may proceed to the question of finances again,

and there I would like to support the statement of the representative of Argentina

and the statement of the representative of France that we should establish a ceilin~

of the oIner of $300,000 to $350,000. I take note of the fact that the minimum

estimate of the Secretariat is $225, coo. I would therefore suggest that Cl. ceiling

of $3CO,OOO should be adequate to meet the requirements of an effective conference.
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As far as the ceiling for expenditures pertaininc tc the conference is

concerned, there is, I think, a certain lack of competence in thi3 ~utter. It seems

to me that it "lould be premature and diff'icult to adopt a clear- e Lt t. 'lee ision and

say that we shou1d stop at $3CO, aco whatp.ver happens. I '-lould lH:t:'; th·'; F!·t;paratory

Committee which is to deal w'ith the question to examine th.: matter ",ith the

participation of finuncial ex~erts, to scrutinize the necessary ~x~t~nuitures which

this conference vTOuld entail, at the level at vlhich '-le '-lish to see i't under the

aeeis of the Duiteu. Hations. lhE:refn re, I think that a hard and. fast decision n0'",
a kind of Procrustean bod into wbich vlG shall have to C;O to sleep, seems to me

to present difficultiE:G. It may b'; tb.at I am not very ccmp(!tcnt in financial

matters, and I am quite prepnrcc1 to hearken to any pertinent cri1.,1(.' ism of '-lhat J:

am saying at presen't; but be that as it may, it seems to me that vie should

nonetheless sa;y' that the: ceiling could be scmevlherc bet'tveen $3CO, COO and $350, COO.

Al1d a little later, in better kn01vlede;e of the facts ,we miGht deter~~)ine the

exact ceiline for thc3e expenditures. Because if' W0 de~iaed to spend $3CO,CCO

instead of $325,CCO or $~50,OCO, we might find ourselves in ~ situation which, in

advance, "'vuld give rise to difficulties and inconveniences that mie:ht not be

justified by savin2;s that "lould be effected if \,;e adopted a ceilinc; of $3CO,OOO.

But as a ccmpromist:, I would sugc;-.;st th3t '-le say riow t11at ~1'L' Committee is of the

view that expenditures for this conference shoula be b~tween $3CO,COO and $350,000.

The final decision on this matter could bl' t:;;dtcn after vle hear the vie"ls of the

panel of experts; or if this is not suitable, after son~e consultations 1'lhich wc

might hold durinG our work at the tWl.nty-first session of the General Assembly,

before the question ~cmes up ill the Polltical Ccmmittee, which will have to

adopt all of our recorrmendations.

already quite clearly and unambieuously stated its views, after the stat~ment of

the representative of' France this morninc;, in favour uf the conf8rence being held

in Europe and more espr:cially in Vienna. It is with sC1:'cisfacticn and gratitude

that 1'le take note of th6 kind invitatic,n of tht": Austrian Governm0nt to hold

this conference in Vienna.
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NI'. FHt}'lKIN (Unj.tl:d 3tatl.:s ui' f:morica): I Um pleuf.il:d tu scu thctt the

ViCvTS of tLu repj·C:£H.:ntc·tiVu ut' tIle Juvie:t Union aru OIJ close: tu th0;;~\...' uf my

delGGo.tiun vTi 1.,11 rl.:Gurd to thl.: l.:~:rtablichml:nt uf G ct:;ilinc; for e.:xpenditures oumGvThc:re

betwC:GJ1 $3CO,OOv and $35 0 , C.X':u. 1110r0fvre, I 'ftlvulcl OUC:;C;tHYC tl;,at the CUdlillittuu IS

cunclusiun be thDt Cl cQilinc 1)(;: l.:sto,blichcd bwtvTl.:c:n thocec'\,ru fi6urcs tliruugh a

pr0cc.:ss of consultCltivn Ot..:tvTl.:l.:l1 the "'~0cretl.lriat ~md the •dvi00ry C0!:1!;'li tt(:c un

.:,dlilinistrative and Eudcc:tary uvotiunG.

It vTOC 00 decided.

hr. BOT_·. (Romunia): r"N delegation ho,s already E;xpre:ssed its pr0fercncc

for the cLlYlfurenclj tu bIJ hel<1 in Europe, and in Vi8W of tht: r;uod friondly

relat:Lono eXiuting b8tvTuen RULlaniu and /.ustria, I am must happy tu Dtatc thnt

the Romanian delee:;Q.tiol1 iD in fuv()ur of this C()nferonclJ beinG 11e1<1 in Vienna.

further c\...i:1r:lents, I will D,r,iOUfJ!c.: the C(.~jrdt,tCL: ucc\,.;I.tc tl'lic In'dpL.r;r~l.

It was Su d~cidod.

TIle CIL .Iill·r::N: 'Iho l;lc..;I:lboro I Ji' the CtA!ILlli ttoc: hav0 t.1..:ard the Pl'"'vvuoal

put fur-ward by tb.:.: rl;preG<::rrLutiv~G c·f Che.: 3uvit.:t Uniul1 und Lf the: Unitl.:d \:';Y/~tl.:D.

If there is nlJ Gbj cctiul1 ttco.inst such Cl pr'Jce:c1url:, namely, -chct Cl cl.:ilin[:; be ~j8t

for the COUr'C:Cl'!lC' botvlCcm ;~3~0" ()(';0 nlld ;~350, eGO" I chctll take ii:. tlH:tt thic io

accE:pted by the CUl:1r:littec • tJndc;r thO;J8 circumctcncl;C, c(jn~~ul't,f:.tiunc ti~ ul,l

tako plr..tcc.: vTi thin thw l1l:xt f\,:v! "fTl:l.:lc::V; d~;cidl: un. ;JL_ I.~Xt,c t ~,: '\',:.n;. t !l\,~(l",.d 1\;1"

held in Vienna.

May I" therefore, assume that the.: Cum,:1ittc<..: tlCCl:ptD till.; p1"t..pLc~~1 tl:ct t,}

be held in Vicnna?we
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lva-. r·:OH0Z0V (Uniun cd' .Jc.,vict SLci::./list RGpublic£) (incl.:rprGt~tic11 f'rc,:1

HL:ed I refer in dU'l:=.:.il "tic.; thi..: vH::ll l'i.l1cMl1 p(,ci'tic..n c..f tho 3cvie:t

c1incril.linatiL,l1 in this :fiL:ld uf illt(:rl~atil1101 ~u-0p\.:ro. ti::.-n :J.T:. tb.: IjQ~c~ful uses

~lnu. t.:xplurtl'ti0n L.i' 0utl;r :.:;r'CtC ~ •

GLNL:rnment und tl..J i to Vil:<;'l that in tl.dr:: C011:f'l;,;r(;nct.: ~..ll Jtr:::0::'" vf thL: ",.;c:.rld 1Visting

to do sc; ore entitled to partieip::,.tL:" ::nd sl.wuld pr~l'ticiIJrt(;? In t: ..... Etnti..:!:10nt

ti1adc: this I1Krninc by tIlC: rE:ln"eCE:llt~ltiv(: 0:[' t.Ile D0vi<.:t U1i;"'l1J tLe iL';l~Lrt~nce ef

3ucll [l decisiun 'wac str~GGt.:.dJ oc '~'i0l1 ~H3 tb.c; intul(;l'rJblc: ch:::racte:r c. f :.my

tal,;:inG p:"lrt in thtJ \l\."rk ('1 -chic CUllf'L:l'011CL: ..

Eut tLc pl_'licy (.)f J.iccriminutiun 1:'c.sL:d on cc.:rU\ill "H.:l1 kllLMl1 p"li t,icttl

critt.:riu" the: pt licy dir8cted U(jUillst ct2rtnil'l .}cc:tc:r, lll:dch" fur Ct)r;ll'lt.~t~ly

illL:(Stll rt.:[}D()l1~" lluvtJ b~Ol1 prl;v~l1tL:d frCl1:1 tr.:kil1G p~~rt in illtLrnL~tioll'll

Cdlf\.1I'811CtJ J c0uld 118ithcr b0 ~ pl'cciJdvnt nc'r c. rl\."fl":~ tL' L:uide; UG in l~,",lvirlC thi. S

l;rvblelll. \..1'11 tl!u cuntro.ry" in Q field.' DucL :.10 intt;;l"uutiLl1ttl c0-1.>J)l.;.rr..ticl1 in vuter

Hurkinc; Group" und I tIlt.:rcft"re a:; ~Ur.10 tLt,t OV"4'= d..::lccatLsl::i "{lG:Jld like tc c.:xprGss

tl"J.(;ir vi (;"ilC, on tLt't cubj I;,;ct.

i to utmost to t~ltlkc this cc.m1'erE:l1ce a success" [,md I vlis1. to (:xJir(;~;c" iD the

vi' my Guvcrll!l1ent" vur sincere: thUllkc tu all the: rcpre:;;<:::ntctivc:c vl1'.(" l:L'.VC

c1emLnstrated tLin oign uf c(il1fidE:nc~ j.l1 ~lY G0vcrn: Gl'lt.

Ihe l1l:xt i tl:l:l tCI bt..: c1er.:lt ·vTl tL io tl.e: CJ.u~oti0n vi' po.rticiIJctivl1 ir.. t1J.::

int~l~nrltiunal cLnf'E:;rencc. 3e, fur" tLis qu(:;sti~.n L0.c nut bo(:n 1Grlt "{lit!: by thE:;

1'110 CH.:.IPJLN: Me:y I" bc.d'l,recurrdnc tu the.; n<.:xt qUt..:~tivn" opouk

as thc rt;pror;t:ntutivc uf !.u::.triD. ~nd exprcGc tc the.: !::er.lbc.:ro (;1' tht: C~·l:.!;li ~t8(;

lily sincc.:re tlH:'nkll und t '-y crCttitude fur their havinc o.cCL:pt(;d the: prvposul uf the

:.ustrian G0vt:rntl18nt thut the interno.ti(.,nal cpL~ce c(,n1'r..:rcmcc.: be; c0fJ.ve:nwd in ·vie::nna.

1'h~ memb(;rfJ ()f tL.t.:: Cc..m::1ittee: can "Le Dcsured thc;t tht:: ,u::itri~'n (k)v(;:rnl;1e:u"G vlill do

.RSH/jam

,at this io

ClJoIl;;li ttuc IS

... 'ul;• VI__ 'A.

:iline be {jet

! lH'v!Jvsal

litL:d ,.h:,c~tl:o.

: G tllrlJugIl U

1111i ttC:G un

,~L: v f' lily

Lturt:D cO!Hcvlht::re

J(:t; thc~t the

in Vienna.

it.:.mdly

Jtate tlmt

its pr\3feronce



restriction. .:J:l end should be put to what has been happening (In ·t~his earth.

'Iheref,'ore, "re should take a clecision that the international conference to be

convened in Vienna next year will bene~fit from the participation of 011 States

of the world wishing to take part, vlithout any discrimination vlhatever.

TI.1C Cfu\IRNj\N: '1110 members of tl1<.: Committee have heard the Dtatet~lent

which has just been made by the reprecentative of the .3oviet Union cuncerninG

participation in the cunforence. re there any further comments '[ May I recall

that in our general d~bate a number of differing views were l:xpr~csed un that

question, co I wonder vrhether vle slloulr1 not refer this mott~;r for further

decision to the G~:ncral Asser:lbly, if no other mcmbt?r of the C'cl::mit:tt'3 "v:l:;lluc

to spc:ak now.
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Mr. ~10ROZUV (Union of Soviet ~ocialist Republics) (interpretation

from Russian): I do not quite understand you, l·~. Qluirmun. I do not

underctanrl vlhQt you ~."rf;' tall{inc about. "le have mau<: 0. pr~Jp()oQl, und nobudy

oppoSE:d it at the meetinu t 1f the Committee, and this micht be all uxcellent

augury. It may be that the blaclt shadows which:"ere hov8rine in these corridorc

1'Then the ';orlcing Group met have 0.11 disappeared, and UGspito some murky 1'leather

outside, there may be Cl spirit of co-operation and understandinc; in this r(~Otn.

t'lith all due rCGpect to your pvoitiun and the way in vrhich Y0U direct. Lur

""'urk, Mr. Chairman, it seems to mE: that it is not for yvu to ma.k.~ uuch a. r"r0posal.

Since r.l,bc dy obje::cte:d officially and publicly at tho mec:tinc uf tIde Ctn;mitteo,

as can be seen from the 8ilEmce which c;reE:tccl vUI' proposal, I shuulu like to

interpret this silc:Dce QD meanine cunsent, in accul"dunce 1'1ith the very uld

sayinc;.
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IYir. LELEf\t: (France) (interpretation from French): Ivjy delegation already

stated its views this ~orning concerning participation in the corference. Since

this is a conference organized by the United Nations and under the aegis
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Mr. FIO~ (Italy): I am afraid that the shadows -- I do not know

which colour, whether dark or grey or pur~le -- that the representative of the

Soviet Union is talking about are still here, because as far as my delegation is

concerned just a few hours ago the Italian delegation went on record saying that

participation-ln the conference ought to be limited to States Members of

the United Nations and to United Nations specialized agencies and inter-governmental

bodies, as listed in document ~/AC.105/L.29.

I think that there is an additional argument in favour of this position

which has been stated as a natural consequence of the fact that all these

organizations have already been active in international co-operation in the

peaceful uses of outer space, whereas we really do not know anything about the

organizations and States vThich have not co-operated in it.

The additional argument is that a few minutes ago we established a ceiling

for expenses. Of course, the expenses vary very much, according to the number

of participants. l.nd vle really do not knovr how man:>," participants there are

outside the United Nations and its specialized agencies. Therefore, we increased

the number of partL..~ipants, of whom many might not be interested at all) but

still the expenses will go up. Therefore, opening up the conference on a global

basis would not increase the utility of the conference very much, but it could

probably increase the expenses SUbstantially, and would not accomplish practically
-

~t~t we have it in mind to do, namely, to expound, explain and put forward to all

the people who are interested in hearing of it the practical benefit from space

research for the co:nvenience of the daily living of everycne.

Accordingly, I wish to reiterate the position of my delegation as it was

stated earlier this ~fternoon.
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of the United Nations, we consider that it should be open to

participation by States Members of the United Nations or its specialized

agencies. In our understanding, the latter, namely, the specialized agencies

within the United Nations family, as well as the inter-governmental organizations

in the field of the peaceful uses of outer space and COSE~R,should be invited

to send observers.

Mr. TURNER (Canada): My delegation fully shares the views which have

just been expressed by the representative of France and believes that if it was

not timely before, it is timely now to support your proposal, Mr. Chairman.

Clearly, there are differing views on this question, as we all know, and as
virtually all of us have made clear, in the circumstances where we try to

proceed without resorting to a vote, there would seem to be no alternative

but to support your proposal and to thank you for it.
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AP/rb

1tr. HCPE (United Kingdom): I have listened carefully to this debate

and I 't,'lould not like my Soviet colleague to think that I was emerging a.s an

emanationvThich was either black or murky, that I was lacking in understanding

or indeed in co-opera.tion. But I must, I think, at this stage associate myself

with that which has been said by several delegations here, notably by the

delegations of France, Italy, Belgium and Canaaa. Our position on participation

is a clear one. We support the formulation put forward by the representative

of France and other representatives III vTe hope that this formulation will prove

Mr. DENORME (Beleium) (interpretation from French): The Belgian

delegation did not speak before now, and it is only because it made a statement

this afternoon on the question of participatil~,r~ in the internatiol:8.l spG.ce

confel"ence. Eut it see" c nececsary to repeat our pocition. If "TU 'rich this
international conference to be held under the aegis and auspices of the United

Nations, it should be open to Member States of this Orcanization and its

specialized agencies. The latter •• that is the specialized aeencies -- and

the corr~etent inter-govern~entalorganizations and COSPAR could be invited to

send observers. That is the position of my delegation.
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:rhe CHt~IRNi\N: 1he Committee has heard the comments and suggestions

made by the representative of the Soviet Union that all States should be invited

to this conference and the suggestion made by a number of delegations to limit

the invitation to States Members of the )rganization and to mer-mers of the

specialized agencies.

.tv".tr. McKECMN (.I.~ustralia): The vie"lS of my delegation on this question

have not changed since we outlined them to the Committee a little over an hour ago.

We therefore wish to join our voice to those views expressed already by the

representatives of France, Canada, Belgium and the United Kingdom, and join in

supporting the :c8cci.::,.endo.tion ycu h&ve just l.iut to t.he CO... i ttee.
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~~. KORO~~V (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): Of course, I cannot congratulate my colleague ... ,'rho objected to the

very clear proposal we made to put an end to discrimination and cold-war

policies, at least as far as space problems are concerned. On the other hand,

of course, we are not surp~ised at seeing that one delegation after another

hastened. to confirm the position which the ~':estern Pm'lers, headed by the

United States of' f~merica, have systematically imposed upon the United Nations

despite the fact that every year in the United Nations the number of countries

which op];:ose discrimination even in earthly matters grm'ls.

AP/rb

satisfactory to all members of the Committee so that it 'Vlill be possible to make

suitable recommendations to th~ General j~ssembly. But in view of the fact that

there still seems to be a lack of agreement in a Corr~ittee \Alich operates, I anI

glad to say ~ost successfully, by consensus) I 'Vrould at this stage like to join

my voice too, to those Who have supported your recommendations, Mr. Chairman,

that the matter should be referred to the General l~ssembly.
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I~. BOTA (Rcmania): While agreeing to refer the matter to the twenty-first

session of the General Assembly, I would like to state, for the sake of the record,

that because of the reasons we have set forth this afternoon, and also in the

Working Group of the Whole, the Romanian delegation is in favour of a large

participation in the Conference and we think that all States interested should have

a chance to participate in the Ccnference.

The CHAIRMAN: As the Corrmittee knows, we are working on a consensus

basis. As there are divergent opinions with regard to this question, I do not

see any possibility of settling the matter at today's meeting and I would like to

suggest that it be referred to the General Assembly, as was suggested in the.
intervention of the representative of the Soviet Union. It is understood, of

course~ that the report of our Committee to the General Assembly will contain the

statements made by representatives today on this subject.

(Mr. Morozov, USSR)
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86

TL/jpm

We are convinced that if our Committee were to refer this matter to the

General Assembly under such conditions, the result would be that when the matter

ccmes up for discussion in the First Ccwmittee of the General Assembly, the sound

and healthy forces in this Organization would have occasion to state their views
•

concerning the harm done to t?e cause of international co-operation, particularly

co-operation in outer space, by such arch-reactionary and conservative positions.

However, under the present circumstances, since we can take decisions only by

consensus, the delegation of the Soviet Union sees no other possibility, unfortunately,

but transmission of thi.s problem of participation in the Conference to the G~neral

Assembly, along with the report of our Corr~ittee. We of course reserve our right,

relying on the support of the progressive forces and delegations in the Assembly,

to defend our position. We continue to believe that after these actions based on

political considerations that prevented us from achieving success in the drafting

of a treaty, we cannot congratulate cur colleagues tonight on having taken a step

that will further the cause of international co·-operation in the exploration and

peaceful utilization of outer space. HaVing said this, I repeat that, thanks to

the situation obtaining here, there is nothing 'that we can do except to ask the

General Assembly to seize itself of the problem.
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(The Chairman)

Before calling on the Rapporteur to present the report, I would like to

draw the attention of the Committee to the proposal made by the representative

of Mexico to include his suggested addition in the report of our Corr~ittee, in

the second report of the Working Group of the Whole, A/AC.I05/34. I would suggest,

if it meets with the wishes of the Cow~ittee, the insertion of the Mexican

suggestion after the "lOrds "Programmes, results and opportunities" ifJ. paragraph VIII

on page 4 of the report just mentioned.

May I ask the representative of Mexico whether this procedure is acceptable

to him.

w~. TELlO (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): It seems to roe,

Mr. Chairman, that it would be better at the end of paragraph VIII.

The CHAI~~N: The representative of Mexico suggests then, that his

addition be added at the end of paragraph VIII. May I ~~erefore read out the

paragraph as it would then stand:

"Prograrr.mes, results and opportunities. The role of international

organizations concerned with problems of outer space. Examination of the

desirability of establishing within the United Nations Secretariat a

permanent centre for information and consultation."

~tr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Refublics) (interpretation from

Russian): With all due respect to the reasons that motivated the delegation of

Mexico in submitting this propoBal, I would like to say that at this late hour

it would be rather complicated and difficult for my delegation to adopt any such

proposals modifying the agenda of the forthcoming conference.

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that when you were just talking to the Secretary

of the Committee you spoke so loud that I heard your suggestion. I fully concur

in it. You greatly facilitated my task if my eavesdropping was successful,despite

the earphone that was in the way.

The fact is that our scientists and experts devoted great attention to 'che

task of presenting a more or less balanced drafting of the agenda to be submitted

to the international conference. It would be difficult at present to understand

•
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(Mr. Morozov, USSR)

why, at the last minute and without weighing the ~ros and cons of the addition

suggested by the Mexican delegation, we should alter or add to the text already

adopted by the Working Group.

Secondly, I should like to draw the attention of the representative of Mexico to

the text of paragraIh VIII already adopted in document A/AC.105/34, which allows any

delegation to raise any matter that it thinks should be discussed at the conference.

It mentions, for instance, Hprogralmnes, results and opportunities. The role

of international organizations concerned with problems of cuter space." But if

we went further and advocated -- even in the name of the Soviet delegation,

which does not quite know at this time what this idea might lead to -- the idea of

creating a centre for information and consultation on space matters in the United

Nations Secretariat, we might find that we have signed a blank check.

The text of this proposal is difficult, for the time being, to understand in all

its ramifications, and this is why, for our part, we cannot at present lend our

support to such a formulation, thcugh I repeat that any jele~ation, under

paragraph VIII of the agenda of the international conference -- and this is a

broad text -- can raise any question it wishes. But this is up to the delegations

wishing to raise such matters.
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Mr. EL ARABY (United Arab Republic): If I remember correctly, the

phrase "The role of international organizations concerned with problems of outer

spaceu 'Was inserted in the report of the Horking Group of the Whole on the

proposal of my Government. ruring the session in Geneva of the legal Sub-Committee,

the delegation of the United Arab Republic proposed a draft resolution providing

that members of this Co~ittee should discuss and study methods for strengthening

Mr. TELLO (Mexico) (interpretation frcm Spanish): In order to throw

seme light on this matter, I should like to say the following .

First, the suggestion I have made on behalf of my delegation appears in

document A/AC.I05/L.26/Add.l, a note sent by my Goverr~ent on 19 August 1966.

Secondly, I have ventured to sucmit the suggestion today because paragraph

of document A/AC.I05/34 refers to a draft agenda. It is evident, therefore,

that the agenda has not yet been adopted; it is still in draft form and can be

amended.

Thirdly, we are not proposing that tcmething new should be created within

the United Nations. Rather, v1~ are proposing that the desir~bility of doing

so should be considered -- that is, the desirability of establishing an

information and conaultation centre that would help to disseminate information

obtained from the exploration of outer space. We pro~ose that this idea should

be examined in the appropriate forum, that such a forum should consider the

desirability of setting up this centre.

EC/mw

I would not wish my agreement to this principle to be construed as meaning

that we are prepared at this time to subscribe to the necessity of creating

within the United Nations Secretariat a centre the nature, character and

programme of which are absolutely unknown to us at present. It is very difficult

at the very last moments of our work to clarify all these matters and obtain

all the necessary instructions.

I think that that is the position of many other delegations, and not only

of mine. Ee that as it may, for the reasons that I have just given I am,

unfortunately, not able to support the Mexican proposal.~ation,
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The CF~IFMAN: I now call on the Rapporteur to present tne Committee's

draft report.

the outer space group and making it more effective in the dissemination of

information on outer space. I am sorry that I do not have before me now the

document that we proposed in Geneva, but we had in mind the same idea as that

expressed b~ the representative of Mexico.
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Mr. de CARVALHO SILOS (Brazil), Rapporteur: All representatives

have before them the draft report on the work of our Committee. As has been

the case in the past, this draft report is a very clear document, aimed at

reflecting in a very objective way the tasks performed. However, as Rapporteur

I am in the hands of the Coramittee and shall welcome any remarks representatives

may wish to make on the draft report .

BC/TIM

The CHAIFMAN: I think that it would be rather difficuJx to decide

this question now. It is clear from the debate that we have had on the subject

that there are different views. I therefore do not feel that we shall be able

to settle the matter at this meeting, at this late hour, much as I appreciate

the suggestion made by the representative of Mexico and more or less supported

by the representative of the United Arab Republic. I would therefore suggest

that the proposal of the representative of Mexico should be referred to the

General Assembly for further discussion. I would ask the representative of

Mexico to understand the situation in which we now find ourselves. I think

that in the interests of the cause he has in mind it would be better to give

representatives more time to study the proposal and to discuss it further in

the General Assembly.

If it is acceptable to the representative of Mexico and to other

representatives here, I would suggest that the matter be referred to the

General Assembly for further consideration.

It was so decided.
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I should now like to refer to the changes that should be made in the draft

report in accordance with our discussion today.

In confor.mity with our decision, the following new paragraph should be

included in the report:

"The Con:mittee decided to establish a ceiling of between ;~3CO,000 and

*350,000 for the expenses of the proposed conference."

That paragraph will] of course, be inse:r'ted at the appropriat(:! place.

In the light of the discussion that has taken place today, paragraph 15
of the draft report should read as follows:

"The COltmittee decided to postpone until the tV1enty-first session of the

General Assembly the decision on the question of the participation in the

proposed conference.t!

I suggest that the statement on the financial implications of the proposed

conference which was read out by the Ccn:mittee Secretary should be annexed to

our report, if there is no objection.

I should new like to mention a very minor drafting change. In paragraph 12

of the draft rerort the words tiThe annexes tot! should be deleted. Paragraph 12

would then re&d as follows:

"'j:he repor t of the Le gal Sub-Comnittee is reproduced in annex III of

this rtport..t!
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Then the list of countries enu~erated by the Chair~n will be given.

The CHAIR~mN: As there is no objection to this proposal, rray I ask

the Rapporteur to make the necessary correction.

The

the representa

mention the 1'1
addition.

Mr.
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The CHi\IRWJU~: I thank the Rapporteur for the presentation of the

report. Are there any co~e~ts on the suggestions or a~end~ents submitted by

the Rapporteur?

Mr. de CA~VALHO SILO~ (Brazil), Rapporteur: It shall be done.

In accordance with the decision of the Committee, paragraph 14 of our

report should read as follows:

"The Con:mittee decided that an international conference on the

exploration and use of outer space be held in Vienna".

My last point is this: in accordance with the announcement of the

Chairttan relating to the panel of experts, the following new paragraph shall

appear in the report:

"FollovTing consultaticns with the members of the Con:mittee, the Cbairn:an

announced that the panel of experts would be corr~nsed of the following

co~ntrie8".

DR/rjs

Mr. FRUTKIN (United states of Atterica): Mr. Chairman, I am sorry

that I was not able to attract your attention on the point previously re~erred to

-by the Rapporteur with regard to attaching the statereent of financial implications.

If this is to be done -- and my delegation has no objection '-- then a correction

should be rrade on page 2 of that statement of financial implications, that is,

in paragraph'3 (h) of the second line. It says there:

"Participants wifl be requested to submit abstracts ••• in any of the

four conference languages."

May I point out that there is an apparent error here in that the agree~ent and

recon:n:endation of the Working Group would require that this sentence should

read: "in all of the four conference languages". This has soIte implications
for cost.
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The CHAIR~JU~: If there is no objection to the pro~osal submitted by

the representative of the Soviet Union to add the date in ~aragraph 14, after we

mention the pla.ce of the conference, I would ask the Rapporteur to rrake that
addition.

1~. de CARVhLH08IL08 (rlrazil), Rapport~ur: In re~ly to the

representative of the Coviet Union, I w~uld point out that the date of the

conference is n:entioned in the report of the Work~ng Group.

DR/T~e

The CHAIR~;N: I should like to add to what was just said by the

Rapporteur that it is contained in the first paragraph of the report of the

Working Group, that is, docun:ent A/AC.I05/L.33.

Since we are forwarding th~s report to the General Assembly, it should be

noted that the date is contained in the first ~aragraph. I think tbat if it is

the wish of the n:embers we could n:ention it in the report of the Committee.

Mr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet 30cialistRepublics) (interpretation from

Russian): I think that for the convenience of the unenlightened, those not quite

conversant with the work of the Working Group -- and this tta.y be the case with

son:e of us -- it might be better when we sr::eak of the site of the conference to

repeat the formula of the Working Group concerning the date of the conference.

There is a Russian proverb that says that you cannot spoil the broth with butter.

I would therefore ask that" if there is no objection, ",'e l'·~:[:ea.t tbis date at

the :[:oint where we s~eak or the site. It could be said that the conference will

be convened in the first two weeks of September in Vienna.

Mr. MOR0Z0v (Union of ;~oviet ::';ocialist Re:publLcs) (interpreta'tion from

Russian): It seems to ~e that in the re~ort we art now discussing, as far as

the convening of the conference ~~ 1967 is c~ncerned, we ottitted that 1ate.

If that is so, it is an imr::~)l tant clcn:ent, It:! + i.:: !~ot S0, I aJ;ologize in advance

for this concern.
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Mr. de CARVALHO SILOS (Brazil), Rapporteur: It shall be done.

The CHAIRlfAN: Would the representative

this suggestion? The ~aragraph would then read:

]tart of September 1967t1.

Mr. McKEOWN (Australia): With regard to the ceiling to be established

for the expenses of the conference,as I recal~ the proposal -- and I do not have

the wording here -- I think it was that we should decide at this time to establish

a ceiling between $:;00,000 and $350,00 ) but that the exact amount could be fixed

after consultations with ~embers and with the Advisory Cottmittee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions. t.Te have decided to establish a ceili11(:, llut, aD it

star~ds at the r..o~ent, we have not yet established a ceilinc. Under the

circu;:.stances, I wonder Whether So reference to thowe conzultatiul1s and tu the fact

that the exc.ct ar:.aunt iD to be fixed after those conoultaticmc aliGht nut 'be

appropriate.

The CHAIRlfAN: Is tha.t suggestion acceptable to the n:.embers of' the

Committee? I take it that it is acceptable, and I would therefc,re ask the

Rapporteur to add the suggestion nade by the representative of Australia.

Are there any furthe~ co~ents on the report of the Committee to the

~~n~XQJ. A~8cmbly?

Mr. MOROZOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): That is satisfactory.

It was so decided.

DR/rjs

Mr. FRUTKIN (United States of America): I would recon:.rr.end that we use

the language of the Working Group's recottmendations in paragraph 10 of its report

(A/AC.105/34) rather than the reference in the statement of financial implications

by the Secretary-General (A/AC.105/L.33).
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!2r!_~l~L~_,~ (Mexi~x)) (interpret:l.ti0~1 from Jp·,,;l:!.S;~): I SJ.J hlld lilte to

kJ:lOW whether :.J.~y ref~rence has bl3en n~d.,j tv Ut.' a.eltJgJ:ti ,..1'.5 SU6l~~(:;ti::>l'1 in tu·]

l"jp'Jrt oL thl3 Rapp()rteu:!.~.

.foe_~:g~~.Aa: As far as I tL"ld·.::rstt.ind tL1e si tU:3.ti':>tl, 'ti)e repr~s~nt3.tiv:~

of '!;:~:dco's st~tf:HrjJnt will be in the l'e:.:",xd.

!i;'~" rrE_LL'; (l4exico) (interpretation j.'r(l.n J~l,nish): I ti.l0ught that some

raferl2!n<.:e "1'16 going to be made to this i:-l toe :report, but if it is not tine

'pro.cti/~e 01' tile C~mmittee I n~ve no :ibje..:tiv..l t,) havin16 the rDi'erenceincludel) in

tL1~ record. My id'.;ls, was that there would ue sc,me l~c::.f~renc.:~ t...> it i11 the

RIJ.PJ?c)rt\~urI s r~port which will be taken up by the Gene~l Assembly.

!.!:t:~_. de .Jf~Y!~JHO Si!JOS (Br£:l.zil) J .!:~:?.PPlJrt(.;ur: As the Rapporteur J I am

ill ti:.l.,J hands uf t.he C~:nmittee. If th';1 COlUoJ..ct.::e so c1ecid',3s" I sha.ll be delighted

t,t'l d~ so.

l~. CllAIRVAN: If the Committeea a.grees, tiJe Ra.pporteur c )u10. add one

pu.!'::J.gra.ph to tile repurt J mentioning Jube suggesti;:,n nndta bJ the repr~sentc.tjive of

l·:~~;:ico and adding tba t the Committee d.ecided to refer th~ 1r1:1tter t· the Geaeral

Asst.!mbl., for i'urth~r cO"lsideratiOl'la Ii' I hear n l.) objection t.J this pr(~c~J.ure,

I oho.11 tal~3 i'~ t~l:';' t we de ci(k~ therri1. tter in 'this W'd.~'.

It was 30 d~cide1... ----..-
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This brings us to the end of our session.r:"1he C-:-.j,1 ;-nll,lfl\1\r·J. .L ....... .L .. U'....u \..1. •
--....- --------

CLOSING OF THE SESSION

B~J ckl

I declare the closure of the eighth SCSSi811 of the Committee on the Pec...ceful

UseB of Outer S~~ce.

to all of you my sincere th:..n1.~s and appreciation for your ca-operation with

the Chair, which ~~ade it. possible to conclude our work in a spirit of co-operati on

and 1:1 "b'lsines~·wlike atmos:ohere. ~"e have discussed a number of important quest.ions

'tvhich should: rave the wa;'l for a. broader a.nd more intensive co-operation in the field

of outer space.

;~y I, in this COrll1exiOll , thank. all delega.tions for the friendly words

that theJr have addressed to 'the Chair and to the members of the Bureau of the

COjnmittee on the Pe~cefu~ Uses of Outer 31:8.ce.

I do not ~~nt to conclude our session without expressing my sincere ~h~ru~s

'co the mer.:bers of' the ~-)ecretari~:.t, '~o Gy righJ
,:" !-Ir. Vellod!, and, to mJr left,

NI'. Abclel-Ghani, f·:)!"' their tireless efforts in assisting the Chairman in his

endeavour to achieve fruitful \{ork in this COr.llTlittee. I also W"dnt to thank most

sincereljP the ~ nterpretero and the sta.rf of the Secretariat for their r.utience

';Then ZleetL1;zS started :luch later than schedJ.lcd. and for their never-failing




