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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Mashhadi (Islamic Republic of Iran),

Vi~e-Chairman, took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 to 69 and 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. AL MCBAWI (Iraa) (interpretation from I\rahic): Allow me at the

outset to express to Mr. Taylhardat our warmest congratulations on his unanimous

election as Chairman of this exceptionally important Committee. I am confident

that with his wisdom he will guide our deliberations in a constructive way. In

keeping with the friendly relations between Iraq and Venezuela, I wish to affirm my

delegation's willingness to co-operate wi th him wi th a view to achieving the

positive results we all desire, results that will promote the climate of

international detente and strengthen the hopes of humanity for a world in which

peace and justice would prevail, and in which arms of all Kinds would be

eliminated.

In the course of this century mankind has witnessed horrors of war that have

surpassed anything we had known from o~r history books, so much so that the desire

for security is one of the most ardent desires ~f our contemporary world.
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(Mr. Al Mosawi, Iraq)

It is regrettable that the arms race ha.. tak.en place and is taking place under

the pretext of concern for sec~rity. This situation has reached such a point that

nuclear arsenals are now capable of annihilating life on Earth many times over.

This has thrown light on the futility of nuclear superiority: it can only 'ead to

diminished security for all.

During the past two decades there have been positive developments at the

bilateral, reg ional and mul tila teral levels, for example, the disarmament

negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union, the Vienna

negotiations on the reduction of conventional weapons in Europe, and 'the ongoing

negotiations in GeneV2 on a convention banning chemical weapons. Iraq welcomes

such initiatives. However, their outcome does not measure up to the hopes placed

in them, nor can those conclusi.--ns hide the fact that the quantitative and

qualitative arms race still exceeds by far the efforts aimed at curbing it. To

cite an example, the bilateral agreements between the Soviet Union and the United

States of America on the elimination of their nedium-range and shorter-range

missiles and the START negotiations on the reduction of strategic arms stockpiles

have not stopped the qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons, those agreements

did not ban the development of new systems of SUCh weapons, to say nothing of the

fact that the firs t agreement covers only -4 per cent of the world's nuclear

stockpiles, while the second agreement, if implemented, will only cover 40 per cent

of exis tiog nuclear stockpiles.

Such facts raise questions about the rest of the stockpiles of the five

nuclear-weapon States, in addition to the stockpiles of those States that have not

yet formally joined the nuclear club. Is it indeed possible to ward off the danger

of th~ outbreak of a nuclear war while those gigantic arsenals of nuclear weapons

continue to exist and to be further developed and refined?
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The nuclear-weaporl StateA hear the primary resp0nFIihUity in regard to

dis~rmament. This does not mean however that they Ahould negotiate hetween

themAelves on nuclear disarmament, in iRolation from the interl"'l.ltional community.

Inasmuch as the question touches on the vital interests of all peoples of the

world, hllateral and ,'IultUateral efforts should he complementary and nutually

supportive.

The Conference on DiAarmament, as the single multilateral disarmament

negotiating forum, plays a major role in negotiations concerning mUltilateral

diAarmament agreements. We place great hopeA in that Conference, hence our

participation c9A an Ohserver in itA work this year. On the other hand, we are

concernpd over the Aterility that haB chAracteri1.ed its wor.k throuqhout the past

decade. Certain nuclear Powers hear the major responAihility for that Rterility.

They are oppoBed to providing its committees concerned with nuclear weapons with an

appropriate mandate for continuinq their. work. ThiA contraveneR the commitmentlll of

thosp State!'!, as contained in the Final Document of the first I'Ipecill1 ResRion of

th~ r.eneral AaRemhly d,woted tn diRc'lrlll."llMnt ''ldoptp.ci in 197R. Lt I'ilAO contraveneR

the will of the international community.

International lifp. has l'icquired A deqree of interdepenoence which makeR it

necf'lH~ary for all State:." to participatp. in manilqinq the common intereAtA nf

h\IIMnity. It iR inrtiAputahlp. that it iA the legitimate riqht of all mentlerR of the

intf.rn,lti0nal community to tflkp. part in makinq dp.ci~ionA thilt i'tffect the manaqelMnt

of thoqe common intp.rp.At~. Accordinqly, we hellp.ve that there iR an urgent need at

thl? prp!'lf'!r\t til1P. for thp Conference on niRarlMffient to expand itF1 l1'If!mhership to

jrll:~lurlp StateA thrlt wiClh to i01n H. In piJrticular, the ru1.e,q of. procedure of the

C'.1nferp.ncf> do nnt, "l1l0W ohservp.r~-\ to p~rticipate ,lR full memherR in the work of the

('nnf(>r~ncp..

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



MLT/ras A/C.I/44/PV.22
8-10

(Mr. Al Mosawi, Iraq)

!Ogether with all other peace-loving peoples, Iraa seeks to eliminate all

kinds of weapons from our planet, in accordance with the priorities laid down in

the Final Document of the first special session of the C~neral Assembly devoted to

disarmament held in 1978, which declared that the highest priority should be

accorded to effective measures aimed at nuclear disarmament and the prevention of

nuclear war.

If the peoples of the world are concerned at the nuclear threat resulting from

the growth of the nuclear arsenals of the major Powers, the Arab nation to which my.
country belongs has an additional reason for anxiety, namely the possession of

nuclear weapons by Israel, and no one can be unaware of that country's aggressive

and expansionist designs. This poses a grave threat to national Arab security, to

the safety of the States of the region, and to the system of nuclear

non-proliferation there. The aggressive Israeli regime continues to use its

military capability to perpetrate acts of aggression against the Arab nation and

continues to occupy its territory. It did not hesitate to commit a direct act of

aggression against my country in 19R1, to destroy the Iraai nuclear reactor which

is devoted to peaceful pur?oses and which is under the safeguards regime of the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The latest in its practices is its

testing of a medium-ranqe missile, which fell near the coast of a sister Arah

country.
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It is regrettable that there are effective il'\ terna tional circles that are in

collu8ion with this racist reglme and with its counterpart, the racist South

African regill8, in developing their nuclear military capabili ties.

Wi thin the framewor k of its Quest for general and complete disarmament IraQ'

has 8upporbtd the idea of creating a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middl~ East,

in accordance with the principle of the accession of all States of the region,

including hra el, to the non-proli fera tion Trea ty anlJ the subje cting of the nuclear

installations of the States of the region to the IAEA safeguards, coupled with the

estahlishll8nt of an effective international safeguards regime.

The strength and credibility of any treaty are measured by the AucceSR in

applying its principles. Moreover, the harm r.esulting from the impeding or the

miA-applicatio~ of an international treaty will of necessity have negative

lmplica Hons for other in terna tional trea ties, whether those already in force or

those that are the subject of negotiations.

It behoves us now, on the eve of the Fourth Review Conference on the

non-proliferation Treaty, to remind the nuclear.-weapon States of their commitments

under that Treaty. AltDng these I would mention the early conclusion of a

comprehensiva nuclear-test han as part and parcel of an effective disarmament

process aimed at the reduction of nuclear weapons SA the first priority, and

ultimately at their total elimination.

lraQ was actually one of the States that called for a confarence of the States

parties to the partial nuclftar-test-han Treaty with a view to convertinq that

Treaty into a universal, comprehensiv~ and verifiahle teAt-han treaty. We will

con Unlle our: e ffocts to achieve that goal as Aoon as possihle. Likp. most Sta teA,

Ir-1Q helievC!9 that the ma in oh;p.ctlve of diqarmamp.nt meaAures lA the coneol idation

of PeACP. and Mcurity. IncreaRing the ItDlMntum of the course of di!Mrmament

r'!(7IlirPR p,ui ty, mutual respp.ct and renuncL~ti()" of thp. lJ~e of forcp ",nCl of thp
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policies of hegemony. By the same token it reauires also the elimination of the

Rources of economic and social concern in our international community which means

the elimination of the glaring discrepancieA in the diAtribution of wealt~.

The persistQnce of international economic crieeA, the continued conduct of

internationa' economic relations on ., ineauitable and unjURt badR, the

persistence of crises of foreiqn indebtednesR and the lack of growth in the

economies of developing countries in a manner commensura te with the proqress

achieved in the ,developed countries, together with technological restrictions, are

factors that constitute serious obstacles to security in its broad sense. Hence,

unless there is a change in the general political climate, unless a higher level of

confidence and co~pera tion is achieved, unless problltms arising from the economic

and social discrimination are resolved, and the relations between South ani' North

have changed, and the rights 0 f individua Is and na tions to a decent level of living

are secureda unless all that is accomplished, th~ international community will not

achieve genuine and general diRarlTBment.

Outer space is the oonmon heritage of humanity and of future generations. If

the arms race continues to he extended into outer Rpace, the conseauences will

indeed be grave. The riaks involved will he difficult to avoid. Those imminent

dangers should there fore he aver ted through mul tUa teeal neqotia tions wi th a view

to reaching an agreement on the prevention of the extension of the arms race, in

all its aspects, in to ou ter epace.

In conclusion, I feel dutY-hound to reaffirm that the United Nations has .!

fundamental role to play and a main respomlihUity to discharge in the field of

disarmament. Conseauently it must contrihute more effectively in that respect. It

must encourage and prOlOOte diRarmament meaRures and eAtahlieh a 8uitahle mechanism

for linking them together, in accordance with itR priorities. For the United
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Nations to play such a rol~, all the Memher States should recogni7./O! its role "nd

its responsihility in the achievement of thi~ lofty qo~l, taking into account the

fact that there is no ti~ to waste.

Miss RAZAFITRIMO (MadElga~car) (interpretation from French) I In spite of

the appeal, made under article 110 of the rules of procedure, may I talce thi~

opportunity to express to Mr. Ti,ylhardat, on behalf of the Malagasy delegation, our

most sincere congratulations on his election as Chairman of the First Committep,.

We alsO extend our congratulations to the other officers of the Committpe.

Given the importance accorded in the med ia to recent develop!TlP.nt~ in tren<i~

that "'ad preval1t:d in international politinal relations, <1:'\d from what we have

heard from many speakers about positive developments in intern~tional relation~, we

might he tempted to helieve that the world was moving towards lasting improvement.

Certain events seem to support that assertion, contradicting certain heliefs ahout

the world order that Rome of us have held Aince the Second World War, relation~

between the two super-Powers are improving, and ther.e is Qrowinq detente hetween

the two militar.y-political blocs.

As f~r as the resumption of dialoque on ar.ms control is concerned, in addition

to the prosp",cts in the mu! tila teral field there has heen considerahle prograM in

the negoti.'ltions hetween the Soviet Union and the United States of America. A.

certain number of agreements were reached at the wyoming talks hetween the United

States Secretary of State and the Soviet Foreign Minister, amonq which I might

mention the agreement on prior notification of strategic exerci!'les, which would

IncreaRe the use of nuclear-risk-reduction centres and also complement the 1988

agreement on prior notification of the launching of strategic hallistic missiles

and the 1989 agreement on the prevention of dangerous military activities, the

planned visit by a group of Soviet experts to reReuch and experimenta tian centreR

~ssociated with the American pl;m for the Atrateqic defence initiilti\1e, the q~neral
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agreement on verification and stability proposed by the Soviet Union in response to

President Bush's inlti~tive to speed the conclusion of the strategic arms reduction

talks (START), which would probably be signed by the year 1990, and an agreement on

naval nuclear armaments.
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Moreover, the new approach in Soviet diplomacy, as described by

Mr. Shevardnadze before the Supreme SOviet and in the clarifications he provided in

his report of 23 October as to the future dismantling of the Warsaw Pact and the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization on the basis of negotiations for the withdrawal

of Soviet forces from Eas tern Europe by the year 2000 and the ITUtual withdrawal of

the military bases of the two blocs in Asia, surely gives new momentum to the

improvenent of East-West re1a tions, as can be seen from the sta tenents made by a

spokesman of the State Department to the effect that the Soviet Minister'S

statement constituted a positive evaluation of American-'30viet relations.

In this frame«ork, the SOviet military Chief of Staff announced on 19 October

that 27,400 Soviet troops had been withdrawn from Europe since the beginning of the

year as part of the planned troop reduction of 50,000 by the year 1991.

As to the negotiations in the framework of the Conference on Security and

Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), everyone agrees that they are promising as to the

reduction of conventional weapons and conventional armed forces and that there is

an agreement between the parties to create a stable balance. That new balance

would be characterized by a reduction in conventional weapons and equipment and the

elimination of differences that weaken stability and of the capacity to launch a

!"-urp~ise attack or undertake broad offensive action. T:,ese negotia tions would

involve land-based conventional forces and materie1 within the territory of the

par ticipants, from the At1an tic to the Urals. A treaty in this respect could be

concluded by next year and implemented in 1992-1993. ,
As for chemi.cal weapons, following the developments that have occurred since

1936 in the field, especially the Soviet-American commitment of 23 September last

on the prohibi tion and elimina tion of chemir;a1 weapons, following their proposa 1s

to destroy existing stockpj, les and the oonclusion in Wyoming 02 an accord on the
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exchange of data in the field of bilateral negotiations, we might expect that 1990

will be the year of the conclusion of 1 multilateral convention 01 chemical

weapons, which would make up for the shortcomings of the 1925 Geneva Protocol.

The favourable impetus that this has provided would also extend to other

agreements that might be developed and implemen ted to eUmina te mi11 tary and

non-military factors of destruction an(1 war, taking into aCCnlJnt the undeniable

results of bilateral consultations betwof:n the United States and the Soviet Union

on multllateral.negotiations.

AB far IS regional tensions are concerned, we can say that Bome inter-State

armed conflicts ha"er CQI1l8 to an end with the end of the Iran-Iraa war, the

withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, t~e prospect of a settlement of the

question of cambodia and the peace process which has hegun in Namibia. But, as was

stressed by our Minister of Foreign A~fairs in his statement of 12 October beforo

this session of the General Assembly.

"'1'\e llRt is not as complete as we might have wished, it omits at least

two points. Could it be some remaining yearning fOt' rivalry and confrontation

between the great Powers that has suppressed mention of zones of peace and

co-opera tion, including that of thA Indian Qc ean, and of nuclear-welpon-free

zones? What role is to he aSRigned to t~e Unlt~d Nations in the multilateral

ved~I(~'" tion of disarmament agreements? 1t is good to show that we have been

nJving in the right direction for several years, hut it would be ev~n better

to take measures to consolida te the in terna tionll community '8 confidence in

the United Nations in all spheres of international relations." (A/44/PV.30,

pp. 32-33)

My delegation has listened with great attention to the ~peaker8 in the general

debate. As in previoLS year~, we are concerned ahout t"e gcowinq risk of the

ptoliferatlon of weapons, and we are Aware of th~ \1it.'il need to put :"n end tf") t"at
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danger. Everyone here aspires to peace and security, which can only be found in

disarmament. That is Madagascar's position, and it is why we feel that no factor

should be neglected if it can contrihute to disarllBment.

It is a fact that, unwittingly or not, the General Assembly seems to be

focusing its atten tion recently 00 certain ques tions tn the detriment of certain

others that are at least equally important and have been left pending for many

years - items that are postponed from one session to another. This has increased

the number of problems on which many resolutions have been adopted without effect.

In malting these comments we are in no way trying to blame anyone or down-play the

significant events in East~est detente, which we welcome. Their impact on

international relations is undeniable. In the Indian Ocean region, for example,

because of this detente, any confrontation in the context of rivalry and

one-upmanship between the two Powers should be obsolete.

Reasoning I would describe as a delaying tactic has been used by certain

members of the Special Committee on the Indian Ocean to postpone once again the

convening of the Colomho Conference in 1990, in spite of the unanimous view of the

Committee on the principle of the objectives of the zone of peace, tends tn spread

the impressiun that there exists a regionalized hierarchy in questions related to

disarma ment.

qow could the littoral and hinterland countries on their own banish from the

I~dian Ocean any military and naval for~ign presence - a prereauisite, in our view,

for meeting the objectives of the 1971 Declaration? P\s we see it, the Colombo,
Conference must take place, especially to allow for negotia ted, just and equitahle

501.l.1th>ns to the questions of Mayo tte, Oiego Garcia and the Malagagy islands.

In th", sane context, the prospect of a denuclearized i\frica will become ell'?n

",ore distant if. the will I)f Afr.ica to e5t.~bli!'lh a nuclear-free zone is impeded

because South i\friCil continup.s to develOp its nuclear capacity and to recfo>.ille
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all the ~id it needs for this purpose. Everyone is aware of t~e danger that its

nucl ear programme poseR to international peace and Recur i ty, in particular for

Afdcan Sta tes.

The Question of the establiAhment of zones of peace and nuclear-weApon-free

zones in the Indian OCean, AfriclS, the Middle East, southern As1.a, Latin America

and elsewhere - proposals for which in most caRes date hack more than 15 years, or

eV9n a qUlHter of a century as far as a nuclear-free Africa is concerned - is part

of glohal diR8rmament and must not he disassociated from the process of

conventional and nuclear disar"",ment to which hy definitiCJ'\ they would contribute,

since no assurances can be given to the international community even aA to nuclear

programmeR allegedly for peace f ul purposeg.

In this respect, we are pleased that one third of the required requests have

now been made for the conven in9 of an in terna tional conference to transform the

1963 partial nuclear test-ban 'freaty into a oomprehensive test-han treaty. On the

one hand, testing is crucial to arn development, 0'\ the other, the ban should

cover all areas and all systems, inclUding so~alled peaceful explosions.

The global prohihition of nuclear testing preRUppOReB the establishment of a

system of glohal verification. Verification is an essential element in the

eAtahtishlfent of confidence hetween the parties to a Treaty. For our part, we

~tt~ch p~rticular importance to thi~. We hOpe that thp. study un~ertaken on the

role of the United NationA in the field of vp.rificrttion by the qrolJp of

qovernment~l experts, which wilt appear before next summer, will contain

recomrrenoationA ail1W!o at strengthening the role of the United N"tioM i.n the field

of disarmament 1n general and ver1fic~tion in particular.

There seelTB to be a COMenBUA emerging to the efEp-ct thrtt mUltilater.\li!'\m

would contrihute to improving the international climate and the role and
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potential of the United NatioM in the lnI'lintenance of pMce and security. In this

r~~rect, a commitm~nt hy ~ll ~tatpR to give new strength to the multilateral

mechanism we have - the niflrtrmalnP.nt eOmlni~9 ion - iA neceARl":y to enahle it t(')

ohta in the qOltlq for which i t W"'!~ est"hl iAhed. We do not think it lA too much to

ask th"t the Conference on Din,umament hA tran:"forlMd into a universal orqan for

npqotii\tinnA on dl:1armament.

,
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A review of its compositilJn heR already heen reQuested, at the first special

session of the General Assemhly devoted to disarmament. Positive development of

the dialogue tIJ mohilize capacities for multilateral disarmament reQuires thiR

adaptation hecause every State has a role to play in glohal R~curity.

I cannot conclude wl thout recalling the importance and timel1neflR of the Final

Document of the 1987 Inter.national Conference on the Rel~ti"r9hip between

DisarmllMnt and Development, in particular its programme of action.

In thin respect it was Atri~ing to note in the tables presented hy Professor

Abdus Salam, the Nohel laureate in physicA and PreRident of the Third World

Aoademy, at the r(')und table of eminent personalities on the topic "Peace,

development and the role of Rclence and technology" organized on Thursday,

260otober, in the framework of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the

adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for

Development, the high percentage allocat3d to defence in comparison with education

and heal th in the groRs na tional product of countr ieA hoth developing and developed.

It iA therefore clear that any progreRo towarda gene:~a1 and complete

diurmament would releaAe resourceA for more rapid development in a di fficul t

AitlJatinn 1n which the only 'POsAihle source of additional resources seelN! to he

diAar IMment.

Therefore, ahove and heyond rhetoric, ah(')ve and heyond debateR and discuRsions

we hope are eABential, the need is heing felt to reflect in deeds the unanilOOusly

affirmed desire for peace and negotiations. A first milestone in that direction is

the ini tia tive of the Secretary-General to organize in June 1990 in MOflCOW, in

onllahoration with the Soviet Government, a conference on the converflion of the

military into cil1ilian industry.
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Mr. AL-ALFI (Democratic Yemen) (interpretatil)n from Arahic) I Allow me,

on hehalf of the two pArts of Yemen, to express deepest condolences and sympathy to

th~ delegation of sisterly AlqfHia on the earthquake that afflicted that count.ry

recently. I Rhould a1An like to expresR our condolencea and sympathy to the

dp,lagation of the United Statea on the earthauak. that recently Rhook San FranciRoo

and the Rurroundinq reqion.

It iA my ple~Aure to congratulate you, most warmly, Sir, on hehalf of the two

partR of Yemen, on your election lIA Chi,irman of the First Committee, which C)meA as

a re~ffirmation of your wiadom and your experience of long years in the field of

diRarlMment. It i9 also a token of apprftciation for your country, which plays a

pnl-litive role in I1\!lny caUReA of cc)ncern to the international community. At the

HalM time it giveR me ple.3RUre to expresB our heartfelt co~gratulation8 to the

other memberA of the Bureau. I should like to assure you, Sir, of our readiness

fully to co-oper.lte with you in order. to facilitate your taskR.

The two parts of Yemen, like all who have followed the general dehate on

que~tiono of diRarlTl/llment in the fo'lrAt Committee, have drawn the same conclusions

th~y drew from the general dehate of the ~~neral Asnembly. that current

international rel.-tionA Rhow improvement and that conAtructive Rteps have recently

hp-en takfln hy thf! Soviet Union Md thp Unitp.d StateR in the field of the limitation

of the armR race ancl the reduction of armaments. The Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range MisRlleB - INF Treaty - constitutes the first

Rtep on thdt roaci. The recent agreementA Aiqned hy the two countries, 8A also the

propoAals made hy each of them, have holstered our hope and expectation that they,
will take fu:ther AUlPS in thE" field of dharlMment. Along with other memhers of

the international community, we have welcomed those Rteps and would tike to

rea f f irrn thP. follow inq •
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r'irqt, th.l aoh ievement"l IMde AO hr in the f hld of nuclear dlslrlMment cover

only B fraction of the nuclear araenalA of the two countries. We nelieve that the

reduction nf thoAe weaponA Rhoulrt prooeed at a pace at least commensurate with that

nf thA ARcal~tion of the nucle~r-arms race, which has reached a level that

threa tenA the very survival I)f all mank ind. Wha tever the justitica tions nay bit, it

lA illogical to attp.mpt to enAure int~rnation~l peace and mecurity when there exist

l1ugo (Nan tt tieR of soph lA tiC<1 ted nucl ear weapons cl'lpahJ.e of des troying. our planftt

ann itq civili~ation many timas over.

~ftcondly, it ia eAtabliqhed and indiAputahle that aisarmament is a common

international reAPonAihUity and that ita qod 19 reali1.ation of the str,.tegy

n,1nptAd ny th .. international cOlTlTlunitYI q@neral and complete cHsarmament under

eff~ctivA lnternationl'l1 BuperviC\iont We nelieve thet any results achieved

L~l.Itp.rally in the field of disarmament are hut trinutades to the mainstream of

our I'IIl.'jor ohjective and are not a suhstitutl) for it. We express our concern that

the report of the Conference on DiAarmament doeA not r.eflect comparahle proqres8 in

the achievel1'l9nt. of itA pr ior1ties in the field of nuclear aisarrnament. We /Ire

entitled to wonder about the nature of the central and essential role played by the

United Nations in th" field of disarmament, a role mentioned hy every Member of the

Organization. lA it an influential, effective role? Is it merely a secondary,

marginal rolA that ie oonfined to expresA ions of welcome and hope for the

achievement of progress in the field of diR,Hmament? What lA the nature of the

constant talk abollt the Conference on DisarlTament, the RolA international

negotiating forum for disarmament?

Thirdly, we helieve that the logical ~equence is for the elaboration of

practioal, effective aqreementR in the field of nuclear disarmament to ,!lItart with

the prohibition of all forms of nuclear test,!ll and immediate el~horation of a
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comprehensive test-han treaty. We can thus gu"rantee that no new nuclear weapons

will he developed and that when we ~rtdreRA the ~roh1em of diBar~ament we can deal

with the elCiflting IHA8n1l19. proceecHng from that, we support the effort9 aimed at

amendment of the part1,,\ teAt-ha~ Tr8dty of 1963 to convert 1t into a comprehenaive

teqt-han trAaty. tt 19 our h0Pf' tnat the St..,te!l1 partiefl tn thllt Treaty will arrive
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The production of nuclear weapons is of course no less important than their

development or modernization. We therefore support all efforts to halt the

production of nuclear welpons. We wonder how we can deal with thiR subject or even

t&lk of reducing nuclear weapons while they oontinue to he produced at the same

rate as hefore. How much of the stockpiles are we talking ahout reducing while

production lin9R continue to run?

There is another Question of the utmost importano~1 that of the prohibition

of the Ufle of nuclear weaponB. We cannot pORAihly Ilccept any of the IHgulMntR that

ArQ intended to convince UR of the need to coexist with nuclelr weapons. If it is

agt'Ael"1 tha t a nucl ear war cannot he won arid should never he fought, we would lik e

to Aee this motto tranAlated into a l'~ally hinding commitment on the part of the

nuclear-weapon States. It iA also of extrelM importancp. to WI that there should be

a leg~lly binding commitment to r.efrain from the use of those weapons against

non-nuclear-weapon StA teA.

Any talk of nuclear weapons natur.ally leads to a diAcu8sion of the Treaty on

the Non-Prol:f.er.ation of Nuolear Weapons (NPT) and especially of the fact that the

States partiea to that Treaty hive decided to hold their Fourth Revisw Conference

next year. That will he an important conference inasmuch aR it will determine the

folte and future of the Treaty. While at a certain Rtage the Treaty gave the

aSRUranCp. th~t thpre would not he a hori7.ontal proliferation of nuclear weaponA, it

did not ~ucce~d in putting ~n end to the mind-hogqling vertic~l proliferation of

such weaponA by nll~lei'lr-weapon Sta tea. There is another efltahlished f~ct that

cannot he cover~d up any lonqer, namely that the two racist regimes of South

1\fr ic.!! and IRra e1 pos~eRs nucl ear weapons. The in ter nil t ional commun Ity mUA t

theref"re Ahol\lder it.q rI?Rponsihllitip,,,, and face up to the qrave danger implif!d in

this grave developrrent, whiCh threatens the Arah and African peoples in particular,

and jeopardi7.p.A internati~nal peace and security. Over the pa~t few year8 we have
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persistently warned againRt such dangers. However, those who defended Israel and

South Africa continued to oast douht on what we said. Tbday, we are waiting for

practical steps to he talcen, especially now that those san people have ascertained

the validity of our statementR, Which were originally BUhRtantiated by the reports

of the Un i ted Na Honf' i tRel f.

In view of the aggr.essive nature of those two racist regimes, and in

par ticular of their collahora tion in developing the nuclear capahility, it is

incurment upon the international conununity to remain constantly vigilant and to

take immediate steps to ohtain the adherence of those two regimeA to the

non-proliferation Treaty and to have their nuclear. inBtJllations placed under the

Interna tional Atomic F..nergy Agency FIltfeguards. Only then can we realize the will

of the Arah and African peoples to ElAtahliAh a nuclear-weapon-free 7.0n8 in the

Middle Er.t"t and to hring ahout the denuclearization of Africa. To remain silent in

the face of the grave davelopmp.ntA th~t may ensue from the possession hy South

Africa and Israel of nuclear weaponR would in our opinion inevitahly lead to lOAR

of confidencf! in the NP'T' on thp. part of the Arah and African peopleA. It could

,l1.QO lp.Art to turthRr horizontill proliferation of nuclear weaponR, even to the point

n f nore tu r n •

1'h,-. ('mpha~ i~ we place r'>n n~lcl e.H WeilponA 1" haned on thp. disarmament

?rioritif:>!'\ IJnill'\imou~ly aqr~l'r\ upon hy the interMtional community. This f'lmphMiR

c1:>P.::J not me,1n thl\t- we overlook thp. importance of deal inq with the other i'lRpectFl of

rlisarrrarmnt. Yet we eta n,)t Agree with thf! tendency tJ.,) give precedencp to those

()t:hp.r .1Rpect~ ovp.r the ma in qUP',~tinn, namely nuclear diRarmamentv or the tendency

to dP,ll with those oth"!r aBpF!ct~ on an f!qual. footing with nuclear diAarlT\'ilTlF.!nt. In

UdR r~qard WfJ would 1 tke tl) r.:> ..lffirm the followlnq pr")sitl")r''\S.
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First, we support all efforts to br ing ahout the early concl us ion of a

comprehensive treaty on the prohihition of the development, stockpiling and use of

chemical weapons. We are gra tif ied that that aspect of the work of the Conference

on Disarmament at least was positive. The proposalp for the reduction of the

stockpiles of chemical weapc"Jns in the arsenals of the Soviet Union and the United

States are also a source of encouragement to us. By the same token, we welcome the

results arrived at hy the States parties to the Geneva Prot.ocol of 1925 at the

heginning of the year. Yet we wondera If all these steps Md proposals reflect

positive proqress in thiA field, then ..,hn h it that iA impeding the conclusion of

~ comprehensive treaty on the prohibition of chemical weapons?

secondly, the deha te on conven tional weapons has heen permea ted with ambiqui ty

and confusion. Emphasis has heen placed on the use of conventional weapons but no

particular mention has heen made of the prodllction of certain conventional weapons

which may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects.

There is now a wici~'F;pread impress ion that there is no di fference hetween the

simplest and lightest weapons on the one hand and the hiqhly sophisticated

convp.n HOMl and nucl ear weapons on the other.

We would like to reaffirm that we, in Yemen, do not produce any weapons. The

question of controlling conventional weaponA il'l ahove all a !l'Btl.H in the hands of

the super-Powers, which mnnufacture Auch weapons. It is they who can deal with

this que!'! tion through reducing the development and production of conven tional

wertpons, i~nrt 1 imi ting their eXrx>rts to most of the countries that have become

markp.ts for such weapon",. Only in this way can the super-Powers set an example to

the other StateR that manufacture and export light conventional weapons. Only then

can we heC)in to deal properly with thp. cessation of the conventional arms race

heC·3UAe we will then he taCkling the cause of the ailment and not it~ Rymptoms.
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While discus~ing the arm~ race we should not overlook another a~peet of it,

the i~PDrtance of which haR been underlined in the debates of the Disarmament

C0mmission: namely the r,3val arms race. Many small States, including the two

parts of Yemen, find their security and sovereignty threatened as a result of that

aspect of the- arms race.
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It is Our country's destiny to be situated in a strategic location at the

southern entrance to the Red Sea, to be an important part of the Indian Ocean and

to have the Bab a1 Mandab Strait in its territorial waters. Therefore we attach

special importance to the im~lementation of the Declaration of the indian OCean as

a Zone of Peace, ~dopted by the General Assembly in 1971, especially since that

region has witne~sed a constant and dangerous escalation of foreign military

presence, which,. as some reports indica te, has r.eached the stage wher.e nuclear

~eapons are being introduced into the region by some major Powers. Certain major

Powers, in fact, make no secret of their plans for military intervention in the

countries of that region.

The stability and secur.ity of that region are, in our belief, first and

foremost, the responsibility of the S\3tes of the region. Stability and security

in the r.egion can be assured only through serious action to implement the

objectives of the Declara tion of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, foremost

among which are the cessation of the arms race between the major Powers, the

elimination of military bases in the region and the ending of foreign military

presence there.

For the achievement of this objective we are lOOking forward with keen

interest to the convening in Colombo in 1990 of the Conference on the Indian Ocean,

as called for by the General Assembly in the light of the consensus recommendation

of the Ad HoC Committee on the Indian Ocean. We believe that attempts by some

States not helonging to the region to cecede from that resolution do not serve the

security and stability of the region nor that of its peoples and countries. All

the more, since the region has witnessed a number of positivA elements that pave

the way to the convening of the Conference. It is our hope that all permanent

members of the Security. Council and the maritime users of the Indian Ocean will

participate in the Conference with the aim of arriving at agreements that will talce
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into <\ccount thA !.nterA!'\tA of ,'lU <\od di-\!'UrE'~ thp. Mcudty MO ~tahility of the

ThE> two p<1rtA compri~inq '{~mp.n iHA "lTlonq the least developed countrieq. It!'s

only Mtur,'1l that our '1uffa r inq clnd the enormous cH fficul ties f"1cinq us in our

df'velopmp.nt Affortfl Ahoul.1 caURe ;'H1r intereRt in d!.~armarnent efforts to he all the

qreiltAr. 'rh!.A iA comPr"tlhlp. wlth 1)IJr ~l1ncern to rn.'int:'lin Recurity and Atahility in

:"lllr reqion "nd in tho world .'1t larql'. That interAnt iq al~o hasl'old on our

conviction th'lt ciiAarnulMnt 3nd development arp. clcRely linl<eri. WP. are not alon'!

in thii'l helip.fl it lA t<1l<inq root in thE' conscience of the world. In the light of

thn pOAit.iVE! devel:'>pTnP.nt in international rel.ltionR it it:! our hope that the

ri'commendationl' ,'\dopt",d at the Ynt~rnational Conference on the Relationship between

OisiJrl1\'llTlP.nt and Dp.velopmel'\t will he implementl!d anci that the constructive proposals

.~llhmittp.d to that ConfArencl! will he translated into tangihle reality and the

rp.r-;ourceA releaAed through dis,HlMlMnt realloc,lted towlirds development effortA,

p.Hticl11Mly in thE! dl."velopinq countries. We mUAt all he cognizant of the het

that we are partners in this w:1rld and th<\t intern.:.tional peacp. and security cannot

hp pnslIrF!d whilF! thp. rna10rity of the mermerA of the international community are

f,lceci with Acute economic prohl~",R thAt thre.1ten their stahility and Sp.curitv.

All (lur interest~ dnd concerns arp. trihutaries to the main Atrp.am of those of

thf' other States of thp. world, or ,'\t lpaRt the rrajority of them. We helieve that

thf' reRponnihility lA a common one ~nd that we hRve to unite our efforts in order

to arrive ,It appropriate RoLltionR conducive to the achievement of our ultilT8te

qOrll, namely, general and complete disarmament under effective international

1'Iupervision. Without douht, in the field of disarnement the United Nations

continues to play a central role, one for which there is no substitute, bilateral

efforts must be complementary to that central role. We in Yemen constantly .. ffirm

the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament and in dealing with
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other urqent international quefltions. We can an contribute to the consolidation

and promotion of that role through active and effective partioipation in the

eX1Atlng hodies responsihle for disarmament questions. 'n\at oontrihution will be

effective if we have a true politic~l will that takes into account th~ interests of

all and does not view the issues from a narrow, short-range standpoint, and a

resolve that will allow our peoples to participate in the achievement of their

hopes for disarmament through the World Disarmament Campaign.

In conclusion I would like once again to reaffirm that we stand fUlly ready to

co-operate with the Chairman, in the discharge of his responsihil1ty. Success in

the work of thi~ Committee is not measured hy the number of resolutions it adopts,

whether that numher increaseR or decreaseR, hut rather by the cQ'\tent of those

resoluti~ns. It le measured above all hy our collective resolve to translate them

into a tangihle reality that would serve the principal purpose of our debates, that

i~, the achievement of real progress in all fields of disarmament.

Mr. GU~INOVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Rlpublic) (interpretation

from Russian). The general debate is drawing to a close in the First Committee,

which is entrusted with disarmament and international security i.tems. In this

connection we should like to Dhare some of our views on the fundamental ohanges

that appear to be occurring in the sphere .)f disarmament and security, as has heen

demonstrated also by the debate in this Committee.

We are convinced that the world is embarking on a period of far-reaching

changes in political thinking. In her address made early in the ~ommitteels

deliberations, the representAtive of Sweden posed what we see as a very important

question. "... are we ••• witnessing a historic hreak with the past?"

(A/C.l/44/PV.4, p. 19-20)
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We are confident that th1a question Ahould he answered 1n the affir/lll tive.

World politics are moving gradually towards a fundamentally new staqe, Which is

determined by the trandtlon from militarized confrontation to political dialoque,

from ~rochial Relf-interest to a muttilatp.ral search for a halance of interests

gearad to equal security for all. We are hecoming increasingly aware that we will

inevi tahly have to restructure international relations in lIuch a way that lecur i ty

would come to he based on a qualitatively new footing in leeeping with the relllitins

of todlly's inteqrated and interdependent world. The notioeahly increasing role of

intern~tional law underlying Buch a lItructure will mean that States will gradually

~handon their policieA of nuclear and overall deterrence hased on military force in

favour of I1lItuIIl reAtr.,-tint haRed on common pol1tical and legll] instruments and

.1t1reemE!nt~, that iA, upnn legal deterrAnClt. Collective m9C"hllniAms of 1.,ternational

law and moral i ty rather than weaponA Ahould he our guarantees agAinst recleleABness.

Speaking In hr~der tArmA, wp are now seeinq the heginnings of an entirely new

order of internationftl relationsl they .ue hecoming increaAingly demiUtarhl!d anci

thp.ir military component iA ceasing to he prepol'lderant and dominating.

There appear to have emerged points of cryAtallization where real elementA of

('Jndamentallv new approaches pr.omiFle to multiply and grow in the future. Thus, we

nee an aGcp.ptance of the notion of univerAal human v"lueA takinq preoedence over

othpr Interest~, "lA well iliA thollt of the P/lramountcy of world-14id*, institutions.

Th.. pluralism of the world of torlay and tomorrow is winning broad recognition aB is

the peroeption of plur"li~m haRed on the will nf nations to live in peaoe and

fr lendshi p and to promote co-opera tion aA a AOlJrCe of dAvelopmeht and mutual

p.nrichment for ayAtE!lM, oount-iea and peoples.

In the military sphere, whioh ia anything hut qimple, we Aee signs of general

aqr@em".nt on such major prinoipleFl "l~ the renunci",tion of the pursuit of military
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superioritYJ the need to reduce th~ risk of accidental or unintentional conflictJ

to need to reduce and ultimately to eliminate the capacity for launching surprise

attacks and initiating large-scale offensive actionsJ the need to ensure the IlUtual

predictability of action, the need to maintain armed forces at the lowest levels

necessary while introducing aualitative and auantitative changes in the structures

of armed forces to make them exclusively defensive in nature, and so on.

Winning general acceptance of these principles is a painful process hut it is

a goal we must reach. At the same time, according to the law of dialectics this

stage entails the need to advance towards the next stage: the transition from

mutual understanding to interaction.

The principle of defensive s ~ficiency is, up to a point, the auintessence of

changes in military strategic thl :'Ig. The new military doctrines of the

~ocialist countries reflect their wish to abandon the principle of over-armament in

favour of that of reasonable sufficiency for defence. The political and

military-technological aspects of this military doctrine have been devised with one

purpose in mind, namely defence, with the militar" dimension being subordinated to

the political one. The prevention of war is the ultimate objective and core of

this doctrine as well as the main function of the State and its armed forces.

The adoption of this modern military doctrine has been followed by real

practical action. The USSR and its allies have begun to work in earnest on changes

in the structures of their armed forces. The announced unilateral cuts in

armaments and troops are being vigorously prosecuted. Plans are under way to

convert a number of defence manufacturing plants to civilian production. The

military budget and the output of military eauipment are being reduced. Every

measure that will not diminiSh security is being taken unilaterally. Such measures
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could have b.en even qreater in Bcope in response to un 11a teral meaflures by the

other "ide.

Obviously, the path towards the complete implementation of the principle of

reasonable sufficiency for defence must be taken on a reciprocal haRiA. The lateRt

political concepts of both political-military alliances appear to allow for that

oh)ect ive. 'rhe Brussels sta tement of the North l\t 1 an tic Trea ty Organ ha t ion (Nl\TO)

~F)t ... forth the ohjective "to enhancl!) Recurity .. nd At"hiUty at the l~eAt f'X"AAihlp.

level of armed forces". In the European Community lA suternent made hy thl!"

representative of 'r~nc. in the FirAt Committee on 16 Octoher the Twelve

"reaffirm their helief that military forces Ahould exist only in order to

prevent war and quarlntee Aelf -de fence." (A/C. V 44/PV. 3, p. 41)

We have already referred to the ooctrine and practical actionR of the USSR and itR

allies. Their peace-lovinq orientation haR recently been confirmed hy the

Committee of the Min1sterR of F(')reiqn Affa1u ()f the WarRaw Treaty .. t a meetinq

which waR held from 26 to 27 Octoher lqeq in Warsaw.

In this context it appeuA advisable to agree on an "dequ,.te interprat.'.Ition nf

the principle of suffici~ncy for rlef~nce in practical terms in an appropriat~

lntern~tional forum. In our view, thiA principle coulrl innlude the fnllowinq

aq~ctsl qtructurinq armed forces in ~ non-offp.nAiv~ manner, limiting their AtriKp.

qY!ltf'11\R to a hare minilllJm, rpdPpl,yint'J arllW!d forc~~ so tholtt they e,ln perform

c1l3ployinq arl1lP.d forcp."l, MJ rf!l"1lJC':inq thfJ output of mtlitrsry industri~q.

\

\Ji'lt'lnll y, tile pellet i~", 1 cont~nt of thp. lie fenA il1p.-Auf fieil"! ncy I;:oncept whpn

lmplel'llf!ntE'd \1n1l.1ter;slly will, lnev,ttahly, h@ flp.xihle anrl continqent on thl'! futurr>

hphlviour :,E thp. ·)ther ~ilip. Tt i"l thfH~fnre ext.n~mE!ly importrln t thAt the cuen~nt

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



PKD/td A/C.l/44/PV.22
39-40

(Mr. Gurinovioh, By_loru.lian SSR)

a qtahle and secure eQuilibrium on the continent wh~r. hoth world wars began. This

calls for concurrent And mutually complementary staps to reduce conventional force

capahilities, make them exclusively defensive in nAture and pha.. out tactical

nuclear weapons hy negotiations on these Questions ~s proposed hy the socialist

countries.

RAportA from Vienna are encouraging in that respect. ~ay we would like once

aq~in to underAcore the crucial importanc6 of hoth sets of neqntiations under way

there. Tb URe p'oliticAl terms, what is heing done in Vienna is Bomething more than

just the elabor.stion of an aqreelftllnt on reductions in conventional arm. and on

Confidence-building meaAures. we ar8 overcominq the division of Europe.

Overcoming that division, we heHeve, could he promoted a180 by political and

legal Acti.,n desiqned to promote a joint 8ftareh for way. of ~Umlnlting the

military confrontation hetween NATO and the Warsaw Treaty Organization.
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For example, there is an obit ious similar i ty hetween the well-known

pronouncements hy officials of thft countries members of the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) to the effect that none of their wellponR will ever he used

other thin in response to an attack and statements hy spokesmen of mAmhers of the

Warsaw Treaty that they

"will never under any circumstances initiate .1Iilitary action against any State

or all iance of Sta tes unlesA they are themselveA the tar.get of an ar med

attack ".

The statements have obvious similarities. It wo\,\ld seem that a joint statement by

hoth all iances to that effect might he advisable. Such a eta tement could provide

further momentum for continued effortA to huild confidence in Eur.ope and enhance

Atnhility throughout the world.

The development in IlIn appropriate forum of criteria and parameter.1I for

defenAive structures of armed forces could add Auhstantially to effortA to reach

4qreement on the content of the defensive-sufficiency concept. Both topics could

he addreRsed hy expert,,· on the Military Staff Committee, aA the ByeloruSAian SSR

haA repeatedly AuqqeAted. Other proposalA to that effect could alAo he discussed.

The forthcoming seminar of the 35 States participants in thp Conference on security

/inn Co-operation in F.urope (CS CF.) on the suhject of military doctrineA could he a

URp.flll ster>. It is important that progresEl he made on a auel'ltion of glohal

importance - that of reducing armaments - where Auch criteria might prove very

USP. f ul •
,

In hiR add~eAs to the third special AeARion of the Gener~l Assembly devot~d to

disarmament Prine Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India outlined the overall prospects for

g)Oh~li7.ing procesRes that are under way in F.urope. He then stated.
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"Reductions must, of course, begin in areas where the hulk of the world'a

conventional arms and force. are concentrated. However, other countries

should also )oin the process without much delay. Th!s reauires a basic

restructuring of armed fbrces to serve defensive purposes only. Our ohjective

should he nothing le8s than a general reduction of conventional arms across

the globe to levels dictated by minimum needs of defence. The process would

require a substantial reduction in offensive military capability, ~s well as

confidence-~uilding measures to preclude surprise attacks. The United Nations

needs to evolve by consensus a new strategy doctrine of non-provocative

defence. (A/S-1S/PV.14« p. 18)

The Heads of State or Government of the non-aligned countries stressed at

their Conference at Belgrade that their Movement, based on the principle of

ideological pluralism, stands for efforts to establish a more stable and peaceful

world. They expressed their fai th in the power of negotia tions and co~pera tion

and called for a realistic, far-sighted and creative approach to contemporary

phenomena.

As was pointed out in the Finnish-Soviet declaration, "New Thinking in

Action", approved at the recent summit meetin~,

"Nobody should strengthen his security at the expeNse of others. Nor can any

use of force he justified by one military-political alliance againBt another,

either inside those alliances or against neutral countries, from any Quarter

whatsoever. Joint security calls for the dismantling of military

confrontation. "

We are convinced that the obvious and significant similarity of views among

representa Uvea of East, West, the Ibn-Aligned Movement a'\d neutral countr ies opens

up real prospects for progressive and irreversible progress towards a world without

wars and weapons.

- --------~---------
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Progress towards such a world would he facilita ted hy the eRtahlishment of a

network of confidence- and security-huilding measures that would cover and pervade

all military activities, without exception. Hence thenl is a need to turn from

individual confidence-huilding measures, openness and glasnost to far-reaching

policiea of confidence-building aR an element of Cl new f1ecurity model. If

deterrence is really necessary, let deter ranee based on nuclear and military force

qive way to deterrence through openness.

It iA our conviction that the trends evolving in tonay's world situation,

which have hee" the suhject of my Atatement, do not siqnal the end of hiRtory.

Rather, th~y mark the heginning of the history of Cl world free from enmity and

violence.

Mr. JANDL (Austria) I My delegation'R statement today will deal with one

specific agenda item, namely, conventional diRarlMment.

On many occasions, in many Rtatements and in many resolutions the

international community has riqhtly atated that nuclear disarrmment is of the

utmost importance and of the highest priority. Nuclear weapons have Cl character of

mass destruction, a feasibility of inflicting the moRt painful harm and danger on

the world pop'llation and on the environment and the capaci ty to affl ict and change

th".l glohal clilMte in a lethal manner. Thus it il'l clear that the prohlem of those

horrihle weapons mURt he dealt with urgently.

However, we cannot uncouple nuclear disarmament from conventional disarmament,

!'linee hoth are clORely interreldtp.d. Progre!'lA in the fip.ld of nuclear (Hl'larmament

can help to create a clilMte conducive to convp.ntional-armR reducUon. 'If thp.

nuclear threat is decreased countrip.8 Wh05P. defence depends to a ma10r extent on

convp.ntional forces will not feel ohliged to amaR~ V<lRt arsenals of thoRe weapons

to ensure their security, hence, conventional ar!'lenalR will he reduced. If, on the
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oth~r hand, aqreerrents on conven tion.'ll (Hsa rma men t are a chievp.d and implemen ted,

St~tes whose security relies on nuclear deterrence to m~tch possihle conventional

attacks will no longer need to maintain their enormous nuclear stockpile~.

~lclear di~armament is not faa~ihle ~ithout conv~ntional di~armament, and

conven tional-a rme limita t ion is not workahle wi thout cor rela tive !'I teps il'l thp.

nuclear field. My delegation feels that that interaction should be looked at more

closely in all multilateral disarmaTMnt endeavours. Concentr.!tion on only one -:>f

the ~spects wll\ remain patchwork and will not lead to sUhstantial disarmament. WP.

are encouraged, however, by race"lt developnents to look at s@cur1 ty and disa rma me" t

i~Ruer, in a more comprehensive manner. I am convinced that in the disarmament

process too we should start to overcolM the thinking pattern that holds. One

reason, one effect.

Conventional disarmament efforts must, therefore, be an integral and essential

part of overall disarmament efforts. We have always taken the view that

disarmament is a step-by-step process through which a glOh~l halance of armaments

should he estahlished on as low a level as possihle.

The costs for conventional weapons and forces are enormous. They amount to

about 80 per cent of glohal military expenditure. Over the past four decades some

17 million persons have been killed hy that type of weapon. Disregardinq

conventional disilrmalMnt would therefore result in an unrealistic assessnent of the

disarmament picture because an essential part of the reauirements for international

security would he neqlected.
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Attention shoULd be directed not only towards the auantitative aspect of

armaments, but also to the refinement of arms in the light of recent technological

advances. Tb overlook this qualitative aspect would result in the erosion of any

progress achieved in the field of quantitative arms limitation.

It is common knowledge that Europe is the continent with the highest density

of arms. Europe has for many years been trying to achieve disarmament on a

multilateral basis, through multilateral negotiations based on multilateral

efforts, while taking into account the characteristic features of the region.

The process of the Conference on security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)

started in 1972, the talks on mutual reduction of forces and arwaments and

associated measures in Central Europe were initiated in 1973. True, the latter

have ended - without a tangible outcome - earlier this year. But the CSCE process

has achieved, among other things, far-reaching results in the field of conventional

arms reduction.

The Vienna Final Document of 15 January 1989 provided for a twofold set of

talks in the conventional area: in the negotiations on conventional forces in

Europe the 23 member States of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and

the Warsaw Treaty undertake to achieve more stability through an equilibrium of

conventional armaments on a lower level. The 35 States participating in the CSCE

are going to elaborate new mutually complementary confidence- and security-building

measures in a second range of negotiations. Both forums assumed their work in

Vienna in March this year.
,

One of the main goals of this process is a sUbstantial reducticn of the

military presence in Europe, leading to a new balance on lower levels of

armaments. The atmosphere between the member States of NATO and the Warsaw Pact at
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the negotiations on conventional forces in Europe (CFE) and the business-like

manner in which these negotiations are being conducted allow for a positive

assessment of the chances for a succe~3ful outcome. The commitment of both

alliances to the principles of military equilibrium on the lowest possible level

corresponds to hoth general European and global security interests. Austria

welcomes the fact that both alliances do not aim only at quantitatively reducin~

the offensive character of their respective military potential. The fundamental

positive chang~ in East~est relations gives rise to expectations that disarmament

diplomacy has now entered a new phase, a phase in which far-reaching results are

within reach.

In these talks, for the first time, agreement could be reached to work for the

elimination of conventional imbalances in the Whole of Europe - from the Atlantic

to the Urals - in order to render impossible surprise attacks or large scale

offensive operations. After the dynamic start of these talkS, the 23 countries

have already made considerable progress in the first six months of the

negotiations. With a lot of dedication, political will and the necessary

flexibility, a large area of common ground has heen establighed, and there are good

prospects that a first CFE agreement can be concluded next year.

Such a positive development is of essential importance not only for mil;.tary

stability in Europe but also for the political future of the continent. Never

before have the conditions for successful disarmament in Europe heen so

favourable. Against the background of significantly improved East~est relations

there is growing readiness to replace ideological and political differences by

common co-operative efforts.
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A few days ago, the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Soviet Un ion,

Mr. Petrovsky, said before this Committee that the international community has now

embarked on a process 01: de-ideologiza tion and de-poli tiza tion. My delega tion is

confident that this will lead to better concentration on the important tasks the

community of States has to fulfil, especially in the field of disarmament.

In East~est relations, substantially increased political confidence is about

to be established after decades of heightened mistrust. This should serve as the

basis for radical changes in approaching the .ost crucial military-political

questions. Early results of the CFE could crea te a new si tua tion in Europe where

European co-operation in all fields will no longer be hindered by military

confrontation but will give additional scope and incentives for further progress

also in other doma ins.

For Austria, a neutral country not participating in the CFE talks, the success

of these negotiations would also be of great importance to its national security

interests. My country is situated at the division line of the two military

alliances and the establishment of real balance and parity on a lower level in the

conventional field in Europe would have a direct and positive bearing on Austria's

security en~ironment.

Based on a positive assessment of the perspectives for a first CFE agreement,

my delega tion believes that we should now start look ing further ahead. After the

realization of the most important aims of the first CFE stage, that is, reduced

equal limits in six arms categories, a radical restructuring of conventional forces
,

in ~Jrope should he envisaged in order further to eliminate capacitie$ for

offensil1e operations. There is no douht that a common definition of generally

acc~ptable criteria for the non-offensive character of armed forces will he a very

complica ted tasl(. Howevet:, we no te with sa tisfaction that general agreement seems

to he e·"o1.ving a'llOng the 23 States to work towards thi1'l aim.
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The second set of negotiations in the area of military security taking place

jn the framework of the r.sCE process in Vienna are the negotiations among 3S CSCE

countries on conf1dence- and security-building measures (CSBM). An essential tasl(

of these talks would be to expand and further develop the set ef CSBMa agreed by

the Stockholm Conference in 1986 and, at the Bame time, to elaborate new provisions

on a comprehensive exchange of so-called Btatic information and on constraining

measures. In the view of my delegation, it i~ important that the e!'tabl1s1'.ed

rela tionsh ip hetween these nego tia tions and the CFR talkS are well taken into

account in the course of the deliherations. Both forums have their specific

mandates bl.lt dre, at the same time, of complementary character.

As a first result of the CSBM negotiations, aqreement could he reached on ..

mandate for a seminar on military doctrines to he held next January in Vienna. Fbr

tile first tilM, the 35 a3CE Sta tes would discuss il' an offic ia1 set tinq their

mU i tary doctr ines in relation to paR tu re, f3 tructure and activi ties of conventional

forces. We helieve that thtlt seminar will he another ~ignificant step toward~

greater OpenneRs and confidence hetweP.n East and West. My de1eqfJtt.on expect,A that

the experience gained at the F1eminar will pro"ide 8 uI-lefu1 hackqrourld tor the

future deliherations of the Vienna CAlks.

My Government iA convinced that CSBMR, in any case, can play ~n extremely

valuahle role in the accomp1iAhment of international understanding, mutual

conf1.dence and openness and, hence, in arms reduction effortFl. That is why we

think that the proce~s achieved within the C:SCF. with reqarc1 to thoRe confidence-

and securitY-building measures might a1Ro he of intE'rest to other regions. As we

stated earlier, 1\ustria iQ prepared to organize, in co~per.,~t1on wit.h the U'lited
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Nations, an international seminar on these issueR for which it will also draw on

the exper lence of exper ta from Sta tee p&r tlclpa tlng in the CSCE prOCeBl'l. Thh

seminar could take place in Vienna in the spring of 1991. CSBMs and their

practical applicability in othBr regions could be discussed at that gathering of

experts from all the regions of the globe. The compLlrison of thes~ CSBMFI to

reltWllnt appro,iches ot: other regionA where perhaps different. concHtionR prevail

would be ot ITI/)jor intEU'f.tFlt to us a1.1..

E.<per lenco in tile E:urt"lpoan cc)ntext ha" proved that there is a need, place and

chance for effective mulitlllteral disbriMlYlent undertnkingA in tho conventional

!-lphp.l'e. Conventional diAarmallVl-nt 1(1 1'1 dOllVlin in which atr.engthentld multilater.al

E~ff()rtR could yiP.ld Rigrlificant results in the futurl!t. Hence, we firmly hel1eve

thnt, multilliteral conventional c!rma reduction Ahould he dealt with mor.e intensively

by the internlitional commlD'lity and, in particular, hy the re16vant,lkIitGd Nations

hodieR. It i!.\ our hope that the Unitf'!rt Nat10nA will tl\ke greatar advantage of itA

vaRt pot(intl,:'ll in thf! convel1tional disar.mament fielrt.

Th~ meatln9 rORe at 12 noon.
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