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CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

1. Tha...CtiuJMW,  reviewing the work done by the Committee at the present 8ession,
said that the United Nations was entering upon a decade dedicated to the complete
eradication of colonialism by the year 2000, The opinion was held that the
decolonization process should no longer be a priority task for the Organisation. A
number of changes, both of a procedural and of a substantive nature, ware being
proposed which would aeriously alter the manner in which the remaining items on the
Committee’s agenda would be considered and acted upon. Some of the proposals made
at the current session which would rationalize  the Committee’s work and enhance its
effectiveness deserved very careful consideration, At the same time, however, care
had to be taken not to “throw out the baby with the bathwater”,

2, Daspite noticeable improvements in the international climate and the gradual
removal of artificial barriers and obstacles to human  progress, important
psychological and emotional barriers based on the idea that a certain nation,
peep le, religious belief or language was better than another still remained in some
parts of the world, Such barriers had existed long before physical harriers had
been erected and would continue to have an effect long after the physical barriers
were removed, Their existence explained why the decolonisation process was as
vital now as it had been in the past,

3, Before introducing changes in the manner in which the United Nations
discharged its responsibilities in the field of decolonization, the signal which
such changes might send to the peoples of the remaining Non-Self-Governing
Territories should bf weighed very carefully, If the Organization’s procedures in
that field were radic. 11y altered at the present juncture then, instead of
demonstrating its commitment to the cause of the final eradication of colonialism,
thn impression might arise that its concern was abating its attertion  to the issue
was beginning to lessen and its sense of justice was becoming blunted,

4. He then briefly summarised the views expressed by many speakera  in the
discussion of such issues as the process of decolonisation irrespective of the
size, population or geographic location of the territories in question; the
practice of sending visiting missions to colonial territories1 the question of
Wostnrn Sahara)  the question of New Calondoniat the activities of foreign economic
and other interests which were impeding the decolonization pr+cess,  including
mil i t.i\t'y  tjctivi ties in colonial territories; and the United Nations Educational and
Tr;r  ining Proqrammo for Southern Africa.

5. The Process of decoionization was like a marathon race, In both cases it was
more cliff icult to finish than to begin, The currelIt session had been a historic
one inasmuch as Namibia’s impending independence was a step closer to the
completion of the decolonization process, the Organization’s own “marathon”, Such
progress had boon accomplished thanks to collective efforts, If all went well, a
delegation representing the people of Namibia would soon be seated in the Unitod
Rat ions. In thanking all those who had contributed towards assuring Namibia’s
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independence, he said that the international community should now shoulder its
responsibility for guaranteeing the timely completion of the final stages of that
process. It would also be necessary to assist the new Government of Namibia in
correcting the economic and social imbalances which were the legacies of
colonialism.

6, At the present session, a decision on the question of Western Sahara had been
adopted without a vote for the first time since 1983. The spirit of co-operation
and the conciliatory approach which had made it possible to reach consensus gave
grounds for believing in a bright future for the people of Wootern  Sahara and the
other peoples of the Maghreb, Decisions on New Caledonia had also been adopted by
consensus for the second year, The large number of petitioners who had spoken on
that item demonstrated the growing interest in the territory’s decolonization. It
was to be hoped that the goodwill and mutual trust on the basis of which the
compromise leading to the resolution’s adoption had been reached would grow and
expand and that New Caledonia’s political evolution would proceed in accordance
with the principles and practices of the United Nations,

7, In entering upon the decisive phase of decolonization it was important to look
back and recall what had led in 1960 to the adoption of the historic Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV)). The next year would see the thirtieth anniversary of that
date. By then, Namibia would probably have become a Member of the United Nations.
One more step would thus have been taken towards achieving the goal of universality
of the world body. In that connection he appealed, on behalf of the Committee, to
the remaining administering Powers to discharge their obligations under Article 73
of the Charter and to co-operate with the United Nations in the docolonization
process. Administering Powers which submitted information and otherwise
co-operated with the United Na’c’ons thereby strengthened the Organization as well
as their own authority.

8, It had been noted that administering Powers which failed to co-operate with
the United Nations in the decolonization process were often in favour of expanding
the Organisation’s role in other fields. In calling upon those Powers t.o
participate formally in the decolonisation process, he pointed out that the role of
the United Nations in new areas could not be expanded or strengthened by
undermining its traditional role in areas where its mandate was most clearly
defined,

9. Many individuals had given their lives for independence, but their cause still
lived on in those parts of the world which would attain independence one day. It
lived on, too, in efforts being made in various parts of the world to build
societies where men and women of all colours, all religions and all socisl origins
respected one another and worked together in the interest of all mankind,

10. Upon the completion of the present session many delegates would be returning
home to spsnd the holidays with their loved ones. But there were still people
deprived of the possibility to return home or peacefully to leave their home
country. In 1989, every Namibian would be able for the first time to return
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(The Chairman)

peacefully to his or her home. He called upon the Committee to rededicate itself
to the day when every human being would be free to do likewise.

COMPLETION OF THE COMMITTEE’S WORK

11. The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had not considered item 36 entitled
"Question of Namibia". In reply to his inquiry, the President of the General
Assembly had stated that the date for the consideration of that item in plenary had
not yet been set and that he would inform the Chairman of the Fourth Committee if
such consideration would take place at a later stage. Accordingly, he proposed
that if a decision on the item were adopted in plenary, the Committee should, if
necessary, hold further meetings for the hearing of petitioners.

12. It was so aareed.

13. The CHAIRMAN declared that the Committee had completed its urork for the
forty-fourth session.

The meetina rose at 5.05 n.m.


