
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Nations Unies 

CONS ElL 
ECONOMIQUE 
ET SOCIAL 

UNBESTRICTED 

E/C.2/76 
5 February 1948 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

cm.OO:TTEE ·ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONSULTATION HITH 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Communication received from the Horld Federation of Trade Unions 

dated 2 January 1948 (distributed to members of the Council for 

their information in accordance with Section 4, paragraph 2, of 

the report of the Committee on Arrangements for Consultation with 

Non-Governmental Organizations (E/43/Rev.2, 1 July 1946)). 

To: The Secretary-General. 

Sir, 

The Horld Federation of Trade Unions, w'hich has never ceased to show 

its concern for the establishment of the freedom of trade unions in Greece, 
I 

wishes today to register with the United Nations a solemn protest against 

the ne"\·T attack which has just been delivered in that country on the 

fundamental rights of the i·rorkers. 

In defiance of the general principles contained in the Preamble to 

the Charter of the United Nations, the Greek Government promulgated on 

7 December 1947 a law for the suppression of. strikes. The provisions of 

that la't·T are such that they will inevitably constitute ;a formidabl:e:

instrument in the hands of a biased judicature entursted vri th the 

interpretation of the text. Its application 't-Till represent a permanent 

contravention of international lai·T. 

It is impossible for a democratic conscience not to protest against 

the promulgation of such a text, the provisions of which recall the most 

reactionary laws of tpe Fascist countries, which the democrats of the 

't·rhole i·TOrld have unceasingly opposed. 

And it is id th the support of millions of i·rorkers represented in the 

W.F.T.U. that we ask you to submit our organization's strong protest to 

the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

I have the honour to be, etc. 

Louis Saillen~, 

Secretary-General 




