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COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 

subuitte~. by-the 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE ALtiANCE 

concerning the Report subr:li tted by UNESCO to the E9ononic and Social 
Council on "Teaching Concern:t.ng the United Nations 11nd its Specialized
Agencies" (item 44 of' the Agenda of the 7th Session .of the Economc 
and Social Council). . 

· The UNESCO Eeport on Teaching Concerriing the United Nations 
has greatly interested the International. Cooperative Alliance. 

The subject natter seens ·.to us· ·to· be- o.f ·considerable ··scope .• 
Pr:J.p~ily the intention is to dErvelo1) international understanding 
by means of instruction for young persons concerning the ·united 
Nations •. This is in fact the. subject-of the huge study to which the
Report is .devoted: "A Study of .E(luca tion for International Under.-. 
sta.ndingn. Briefly, . the aim is·. to arouse in young· persons the · · 
feelings which will Llake the w6rld of to-narrow "a hunan society", . 
to inculcate a sense of direction necessary for new huuans in a new 
world. · 

. 
·The International Cooperative Alliance, which conprises nore 

than one hundred Dillion fagilie~ i~ its ·affili~ted novenents, is . · 
today the ~ost powerful organization for adult ·equcation. It acts 
not only through its press, schools, filns, lectures and libraries, 
but even more through its ·thousands of Study Circles, Guilds of 
C9opera ti ves and through its ~ens of thousands of c omr..1i ttee·s, 
constantly at work in the autono~ous management of the econo~ic 
ente:r-prise·s for which they are responsible. · 

In this considerable and 'continuous' effort to create econOI:liC 
democracy to educate, ·to pr-oduce a complete man, to use the. remar-
kable wor~s in-which-Albert Thomas described the· coopera~ive wove-
ment, the Internationa~ Cooperative,Alliahce has gaily opportuniti~s 
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of discover~ng the shortconings of endeavoUrs to influence 
adults because they cooe too late, and how necessary it is 
-to ;J..n,flue:nce youth itself. .-- . 

 That is why we welcooe the activity begun by .UNESCO 
and; wish here to enphasize its ir..1t1ense mportance. 

. . 
. In the document in question we were particularly struck 
by the section dealing with the neans of teaching about the 
Uni•ted Nations, and b:1: the diff'icul ty, . pointed out by nearly 
alJ! the GovermJents consu,l t·ed, that it is hardly possible to . 
give such teaching to young persons under fourteen, fifteen 
or :even sixteen years, of age. But by that age, the persona­
litybas.already been largely oqulded, its reactions to 
circumstances and people are nore or less settled~ 

- That is why we think 1-t necessary to d±>aw attention to 
the following point. Along with the addition of a new subject 
to the curricu1Ul:1 '- that dealing w1th the United Nations and 
its Specialized Agencies ~ the reform of the actual nethods 

.us~d in the instruction of youri.g persons seeos to us of najor 
in:portance. 

l 

~ The nethods to which we refer are,teruJ-work, self-
goyernoent and school co-operation. Very accurate descriptions 
of: their application and results are in existence. We shall 
r~strict o~selyes to nentiuning three. publications. ~o 
were published. by the International·Bureau·of Education Un.der 
t~e general Editorship of Professor Piaget. They deal with 
le Tr vail n.r' e '1 e a 1 I ecole ( Team~rorlt in :;!Chools)' and 
le' Self-goverm.1ent l'ecole Self-governnent in Schools). 
The third is by _Mr. 11aurice Color1bain, head of the Cooperation' 

·Departnent at the,International Labour Organization and deals 
"'with The Educational Value of S£tJ...Q.ol.Co-ope.ra.ti..YQ.§_. 

. We must emphasize that these methods nay be applied to 
ch,.ildren as soon as t:P,ey reach school age, ·and that they 
would provid~ a powerful inpulse.i~ the desired direction, 
w~ilst neeting sone of the reservatio~s and objections nade 
by GovernQents on the occasion of the Study. They also avoid 
all the lack of efficiency of oral teaching in dealinG with-
y9uns persons. The child prepares to ]Jecone nco-operator 
.in· the '\<TOrld of tonorrow by hi·s own active efforts. These 
Dethods are enine;h.tly suited to developinc in the youn,rr 
generation the need and habit of understanding others, Inn. 
word, they tend to create the intellectual and noral condition 
needed by the world of tonorrow, if we wish. it to be harnonious 
and pacific. · , , 

~ . 
, The International Cooperative· Alliance has talcen the 

l:Lberty of bringing this point to the attention of the 
Econonic and Social Council out of the conviction that the 
c:ondi tions for a p'eaceful econ01:1y cannot be created solely 
by the reforn of regulations and institutions. To ltnovl how 
the nan of tonorrow will be born is so vi-tal 'that we believe 
that the nethods of the new school should not only be 
~ecQLE1~nded by Ul~ESCO and ·by specialists. in th~ science of 
~ducation, but that they will hav~ a.nuch wider influence if 
they are brought to the attention of educationalists and the 
public by the experts ·in political and social sciences present 
a~ this distinGuis~ed assenbly. . 




