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INTRODUCFORY NOTE 

The Official Records of the Economic and Social Council consist of the summary 
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AGENDA FOR THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS 

adopted by the Council at its 1650th meeting held on 12 January 1970 

1. Election of President and Vice-Presidents for 1970. 

2. Adoption of the agenda. 

3. Report on the position concerning infringements of trade-union rights in the 
Portuguese colonies in Africa.* 

4. Measures to improve the organization of the work of the Council . 

5. Procedure for the election of members of the International Narcotics Control Board. 

6. Elections. 

7. Confirmation of members of functional commissions of the Council. 

8. Term of office of members of the Commission for Social Development and the 
Commission on the Status of Women. 

9. Basic programme of work of the Council in 1970 and consideration of the 
provisional agenda for the forty~ighth session. 

10. Reconstitution of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination. 

11. Co-ordination of marine activities. 

* Cor:sideration of this item was postponed until the resumed forty-eighth session. 
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AGENDA OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH SESSION 

adopted by the Council at its 1657th meeting on 23 March 1970 

1. Adoption of the agenda for the forty-eighth session. 

2. Development of natural resources : 
(a) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Survey Programme for the 

Development of Natural Resources; 
{b) Natural resources satellites. 

3. Development of tourism: 
(a) International Tourist Year; 
(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Conference on 

International Travel and Tourism; 
(c) Review of the programmes and activities of the United Nations system of 

organizations for the development of tourism. 

4. Report of the Population Commission. 

5. Narcotic drugs : 
(a) Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs ; 
(b) Report of the International Narcotic Control Board; 
(c) Technical assistance in narcotics control. 

6. Mobilization of public opinion in developed and developing countries regarding the 
United Nations Development Decade . 

7. Report of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination. 

8. Elections. 

9. Proposals regarding the agenda for the forty-ninth session of the Council and 
preparations for the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United 
Nations. 

10. Assistance in cases of natural disaster.* 
-----

*At its 1664th meeting, on 30 March 1970, the Council decided to include this additional item in 
its agenda. 
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AGENDA FOR THE RESUMED FORTY-EIGHTH SESSION 

adopted by the Council at its 1674th meeting held on 11 May 1970 

1. Social development. 

2. Human rights: 
(a) Report of the Commission on Human Rights; 
(b) Co-ordination of United Nations activities with regard to policies of apartheid 

and racial discrimination in southern Africa; 
(c) Respect for human rights in armed conflicts. 

3. Report of the Commission on the Status of Women. 

4. Allegations regarding infringements of trade-union rights . 

5. Report of the Committee on Housing, Building and Planning. 

6. Teaching of the purposes and principles, the structure and activities of the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies in schools and other educational institutions of 
Member States. 

7 . Non-governmental organizations. 

8. Economic and social consequences of disarmament. 

9. The role of the co-operative movement in economic and social development. 

10. Transport questions : 
(a) Review of the activities of the United Nations system of organizations in the 

transport field; 
(b) Transport of dangerous goods; 
(c) Question of convening a United Nations meeting on containerization. 

11. Standardization of geographical names. 

12. Work programme of the United Nations in the economic, social and human rights 
fields. 

13. Elections. 

14. Consideration of the provisional agenda for the forty-ninth session. 

15 . Natural disaster in Romania and Hungary.* 

*At its 1692nd meeting, on 27 May 1970, the Council decided to include this additional item in 
its agenda. 
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Natural resources satellites : report of the Secretary-General 
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UNITED NATIONS 1650th (opening) meeting 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL Monday, 12 January 1970, 

at 11.40 a.m. F arty-eighth Session 
OFFICIAL RECORDS 

President: Mr.]. B. P. MARAMIS (Indonesia). 

Opening of the session 

1. The ACTING PRESIDENT declared open the forty
eighth session of the Economic and Social Council, and 
drew attention to the provisional ager::da for the organiza
tional meetings of the session (E/4760 and Add.l ). 

AGENDA ITEM 1 

Election of President and Vice-Presidents for 1970 

2. The ACTING PRESIDENT invited the Council to elect 
its President and Vice-Presidents for 1970. If there were no 
objections, the Council might follow the practice estab
lished at previous sessions and elect by acclamation 
candidates nominated by delegations . 

It was so decided. 

3. Mr. SHAHI (Pakistan) nominated Mr. J. B. P. Maramis 
(Indonesia) for the office of President of the Economic and 
Social Council. 

4. Mr. NAITO (Japan) and Mr. SEN (India) seconded the 
nomination. 

Mr. Maramis (Indonesia) was elected President by 
acclamation. 

Mr. Maramis took the Chair. 

5. The PRESIDENT acknowledged the honour conferred 
on him and his country by the Council and thanked the 
members for the confidence they had shown in him. 

6. Noting that in 1970 the United Nations would be 
celebrating its twenty-fifth anniversary, he said that the 
theme of that occasion, which was "Peace, Justice and 
Progress", should be reflected in the deliberations and 
actions of the Council. 

7. Modernization and development required the consistent 
application of science and technology to the exploitation of 
existing resources in order to raise productivity. However, 
scientific and technical innovations must be accompanied 
by innovations in the economic, social and political fields . 
The possibility of achieving a more systematic, integrated 
application of all the sciences should be examined and the 
development of an integrated research strategy to deal with 
hunger, poverty and development should be pursued. The 
United Nations should provide leadership in devising more 
effective approaches to the problems of development and in 
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making development a genuinely international effort. In 
order to be able to do so it must streamline its institutional 
machinery . 

8. If the Second United Nations Development Decade was 
to be a success, greater emphasis would have to be placed 
on social development and the gradual integration of social 
and economic goals and policies within the international 
development strategy. While due respect must be shown for 
the traditions and institutions of the developing countries, 
it must also be recognized that the persistence of old values, 
attitudes and motivations was all too often an impediment 
to social change. 

9. The year 1970 had been designated International 
Education Year by the General Assembly in its resolution 
2306 (XXII), and it was imperative that far-reaching 
changes should take place in the education systems of the 
developing countries during those twelve months, including 
improvements in curricula and teaching methods to make 
them more responsive to the needs of the labour markets of 
the countries concerned. The United Nations could play a 
particularly important part in helping to expand and 
improve teacher-training programmes. 

10. Finally, it was essential to direct towards positive goals 
the energies and aspirations of the world's discontented 
youth. As young people tended to view problems in a 
global rather than a national perspective, they should be 
able to make a valuable contribution to the international 
attack on poverty. 

11 . The connexion between a global development strategy 
and international pea:ce was evident to all. The problems of 
race, urbanization, population, environment, poverty and 
malnutrition could no longer be subordinated to cold war 
considerations, and greater efforts should be made to 
reduce the level of armaments and to use some of the 
resources thus released to expand research in preparation 
for the world of the future. What was now needed was a 
broader vision capable of reviving the flagging will of the 
rich countries to make the necessar)' adjustments in their 
policies of trade and aid. 

12. In conclusion, he invited the Council to elect its 
Vice-Presidents. 

13 . Mr. SEN (India) nominated Mr. Lazar Mojsov (Yugo
slavia) for the office of Vice-President of the Economic and 
Social Council. 

14. Mr. FRANZI (Italy) and Mr. TARABANOV (Bulgaria) 
seconded the nomination. 

Mr. Mojsov (Yugoslavia) was elected Vice-President by 
acclamation. 
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15. Mr. DRISS (Tunisia) nominated Mr. Mario Franzi 
(Italy) for the office of Vice-President of the Economic and 
Social Council. 

16. Mr. OLDS (United States of America) and Mr. ALLEN 
(United Kingdom) seconded the nomination. 

Mr. Franzi f!taly) was elected Vice-President by 
r;zcc/amation. 

17. Mr. OUEDRAOGO (Upper Volta) nominated 
Mr. Rachid Driss (Tunisia) for the office of Vice-President 
of the Economic and Social Council. 

18. Mr. VIAUD (France), Mr. OSMAN (Sudan) and 
Mr. CARANICAS (Greece) seconded the nomination . 

Mr. Driss (Tunisia) was elected Vice-President by 
acclamation. 

19. The PRESIDENT said that, in accordance with rule 
20, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure, each Vice
President was to serve as Chairman of one of the sessional 
committees. In that connex.ion, he proposed to hold 
informal consultations, following which he would submit 
recommendations to the Council. 

AGENDA ITEM 2 

Adoption of the agenda (E/4760 and Add.1, E/L.1293) 

20. The PRESIDENT, referring to the provisional agenda 
for the organizational meetings of the session, set forth in 
document E/4760 and Add.1, pointed out that the 
addendum contained suggestions by the Secretary-General 
for the inclusion of two additional items, namely, reconsti
tution of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, 
and co-ordination of marine activities, and for the post
ponement until mid-February of the approval of nomina
tions for membership of the Advisory Committee on the 
Application of Science and Technology to Development. 

21. Mr. VIAUD (France) said that his delegation had no 
objection to the provisional agenda. However, he wished to 
point out that the addendum to the provisional agenda 
(E/4760/Add.1) had not been made available to delegations 
until shortly before the meeting and had been circulated in 
English only. If the Council was to function efficiently, the 
Secretariat should make every effort to ensure that the 
requisite documents pertaining to decisions to be taken by 
it were made available a few days in advance. 

22. He did not believe that his Government would have 
any strong views with regard to a Council meeting in 
mid-February to make the necessary appointments to the 
Advisory Committee; however, he noted that the innova
tion of having two additional series of meetings of the 
Council-that currently taking place and that to be held in 
March-had already been introduced, and he felt that to 
hold yet another meeting as part of the forty-eighth session 
would be excessive. 

The provisional agenda for the organizational matters 
(E/4760 and Add. I) was adopted. 

Order of consideration of items 

23. The PRESIDENT suggested that the items should be 
considered in the following order: 3, 11, 5, 8, 4, 10, 6, 7 
and 9. 

24. Mr. VIAUD (France) said that item 9, dealing with the 
basic programme of work of the Council in 1970, was of 
particular importance in the current year because of the 
recommendation of the Preparatory Committee for the 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the United Nations, referred 
to in paragraph 4 of the draft programme prepared by the 
Secretary-General (E/L.l293), that a formal celebration of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary might be held in conjunction 
with the opening of the forty-ninth session of the Council, 
and that delegations to the Council should therefore be 
headed by either the Foreign Minister or a minister of 
cabinet rank. In his delegation's view, it would be highly 
desirable to establish a link between the celebrations and 
the Council's general discussion, as suggested by the 
Secretary-General (ibid., para. 9), especially since the 
Secretary-General also suggested that the general discussion 
might deal in particular with the international development 
strategy for the Second United Nations Development 
Decade; and that, 1970 having been designated Inter
national Education Year, members of the Council should 
pay particular attention to the question of education. That 
would afford an exceptional opportunity to bring together 
and focus attention on subjects which at first sight 
appeared to have no direct relation to each other. 

25. Accordingly, the discussion of item 9 should not be 
left until the end of the organizational meetings; it might be 
advanced to the afternoon meeting on the following day, in 
order that it could be debated as fully as possible. 

26. Mr. SEN (India) supported that suggestion. He also 
wished to suggest that item 6, dealing with elections, could 
be left until the end of the organizational meetings and 
that, since it appeared from the annotations to the 
provisional agenda that the report of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) on the position concerning 
infringements of trade-union rights in the Portuguese 
colonies in Africa was not yet available, item 3 could be 
postponed. 

27. Mr. KASSUM (Secretary of the Council) said that he 
thought there was no reason why action on that item, 
which had been placed on the agenda at the Council's 
request, could not be postponed until the report was 
available, if the Council so desired. 

28. Mr. FRANZI (Italy) said that he understood the 
concern of the French delegation that item 9 should be 
discussed as fully as possible. That concern could be met by 
adopting the order of consideration of items suggested by 
the President, subject to the proviso that the discussion of 
item 9 would begin at a specified time, such as the 
afternoon of the following day. 

29. The PRESIDENT said that if he heard no objections 
he would take it that the Council wished to adopt that 
suggestion. 

It was so decided. 

The meeting rose at 1.5 p.m. 




