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PREAMBLE 

The Governments accepting this Constitution BECOGNIZING 

that genuine refugees and displaced persons constitute an urgent problem 

which is international in scope and character; 

that as regards displaced persons, the main task to be performed is to 

encourage and assist in every way possible their early return to their 

country of origin; 

that genuine refugees and displaced persons should be assisted by 

international action either to return to their countries of nationality or 

former habitual residence or to find new homes elsewhere; 

that genuine refugees and displaced persone, until such time as their 

repatriation or re-settlement and re-establishment is effectively completed, 

should be protected in their rights and legitimate interests and should 

receive care and assistance, HAVE AGBEED, for the accomplishment of the 

foregoing purposes in the shortest possible time, to establish and do 

hereby establish, a non-permanent organization to be called the 
~ 

International Refugee Organization, a specialized agency to be brought 

into relationship with the United Nations, and accordingly HAVE ACCEPTED 

the following ARTICL:m • 

ABTICLE I 

MANDATE 

The mandate of the Organization shall ~xtend to refugees and displaced 

persons in accordance with the principles, definitions and conditione set 

forth in Annex I, which is attach~d to and made an integral part of this 

Constitution. 

ARTICLE II 

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS 

1. The functions of the Organization to be carried out in accordance with 

the-purposes and the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, shall 
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be the repatriation; the identification, registration and classification; 

the care and assistance; the legal and political protection; the transport; 

and the re-settlement ~d re-establishment in countries able and willing to 

receive them, of persons who are the concern of the Organization under the 

provisions of Annex I o Such functions shall be exercised with a view: 

(a) to encouraging and assisting in every way possible the early return 

to their country of origin of those persons who desire to return, and 

to promoting this by all possible means, in particular by providing them 

with material aeeietance9 adequate food rations for a period of three , 

months tram the ttme of their departure from their present places of 

residence provided that they are returning to a deficit food area in a 

country suffering as a result of enemy occupation during the war and 

provided such food shall be distributed under the auspices of the 

Organization; and the necessary clothing and meane of transportation; 

and, 

(b) with respect to persona other than those included in paragraph (a) 

above to facilitating (i) their re-establishment in countries of 

temporary residence, (ii) the emigration to and re-settlement and the 

re-establishment in other countries of individuals or family unite, and 
• 

(iii) as may be necessary and practicable, within available resources 

and subject to the relevant financial regulations, the investigation, • · 

promotion or execution of projects of group re-settlement, or 

large-scale re~settlemento 

2. For the purpose of carrying out ita functions, the Organization may . ' 

engage in. all appropriate activities, and to this end, shall have power~ 

(a) to receive and disburse private and public funds; 

(b) as necessary to acquire land ana buildings by lease, gift or, 

in exceptional circumstances only, by purchase, and to hold such land 

and buildings or to dispose of them by lease sale or otherwise; 



(c) to acquire, hold and convey other necessary ~ro~erty; 

(d) tc:. enter into coutra.cts, and und.ertak·3 obli3ations; 
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(e) to conluct neGotiations and conclude agreements with 60~ernrr£nts; 

(f) to consult and co-orerr.te with public and. private organizations . 

v.rhenever 1 t is d.eeraed. ad.visa.ble insofar a.s such organizo:Liona share the 

:pu~cso of the Organization nnd cbs6rve the principles oi' the United Ihtione; 

(g) to promote the conclusion cf bilateral r;.rran~:cmenta fer mutual 

assistance in the repatriation of dis~laced parsons, havinG rerard to the 

~rinci:ples laid d.o'W'Il in :paracra:r;h (c) (ii) of the Resoluti::m ado:ptei by the 

General Assembly of the United Na.tiona on 12 February 1946 rogarding the 

(h) to :.ip:poinb t;t.:.ff, surjeet to the ~rovisiono of Article IX of this 

coneti tuticn; 

purpoaeo of this Orcanizatl·::n; 

(j) to concl.udc; ar.'l·oor::entc \vi th ccuntriea ::-~l'le and irlll::.nc to rocci ve 

refugees and displ . .:::.cod r(,l'SJns .for the :purpcse of onsurin[! the pr::~toction 

of their legi tir~tt1c- richtE: and interests insofcn.· no this rr.r::;r be P.£>cessary; 

~urposes. 

A'STICU III 

RELATIOlJS)ITP TO THE UUITED NATIONS 

The relutioP.ahip beh1een the Or.r:an;lzat.ion and the U:r:ited Nati<?:t:\6 ~hall be 

established in an agreement between the Orr;anlzaticn a..nd the United N:::ttions as 

provided in Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter of the UnHed Nations. 

* No refur.ees or <'lJs:pla.ced re'!"SGnE:! who hn.ve f:i.na.ll~r aml defirl1 tP.ly, in complete 
freedom, c.nd after receivin~ full kn:::n-rledr,e (•f the facts includinG ad.equate 
informatiorl frc:m tb:~ gc-verrJJLents c;f their ~(~untrieo cf origin, expressed 
valid object1.ons to returning to their count-rica. 0:f :Jrir:,in ani "'vho do not 
ccme >iithin the proviabns of pare.0J:'aph (d) bol:J'lv, ahall bo cc:rr;pe1lod to 
return to thnir countr;:r of r.rt,--.in. The futuro of Huch refurtles or d1.aplaced 
1Jerovns shall beccr..e ~he concern :>f "'Th'ltever iri.ter:r.ation:l-1 body may be 
roco('.Ilized. or established as a result or the l'eJ::o:rl; :rcferrE'd to tn 
:pa:ragraphs (a) and (b) above, except in cast;s whoro the rr,C)Vf;rnment of the 
ccuntry where they are established has made an arrange.ment w·i th this body 
to assume the complete cost of th<"-'ir maintenance ·and tho rcs.Ponai bili ty for 
their :protection. 
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AB'l'ICIE IV 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership 1.s cleo open to ot.h13r peace-loving States, not Members ot the 

United nations 1 upon recomrr..end.a t:t0n of Ex.ecu.ti ve , by a two-thirds 

majority vote of ~lembers of the GeneraL Council present and VQtir,g, subject to 

the condi tiona of the agreer.:ent liet~-reen the Organization and the Uni te.d Nations 

approved pursuant to Article III "f thi's Ccnetituticn. 

2. Subject to the of the Organization 

ehall be those States wh,ose duly authoriZe-d. representative th:f.s Constitution 

without roeervation aa to which deposit 

with the Secretary-General of 'uhited .thoi:t" of a'Jceptar..ee 

after their duly authorized repreaentativoe have thia Constitution with' 

such reservation. 

Members of the Organization ;.rh:!.ch ere suspended. frcm the the 

the latter, bo sus:ponded from the ril"tb.ts and. 

4. Members of the Oreamzation wll:1 ch a.re e:tJ;e llect tho I~a.tiona shall 

of th1a Orron1zation. 

5· !(embers of the O:rga."lization wh:teh arc ;n()t l<Iombcrs of the United Nations and 

which have persistentl..v v:tolAtecl the principleo of tho of thry United 

rlatione r:,ay with -the approval of tll.e Gener&l 1\aaembly of the United Nations be 

suspended from the !'1Ghte and privilet:~es of tJJ.o Oreanil'.a.tion, or ex.:pelled. from 1te 

membership by tho General Coun011. 

6. A member of the Or:~aniza.t~.on Hhich has persistent!Jr v:I.olated the :pri.no:tples 

contained in the present Conotltution, :c:uy be sus:penued from the rights and 

:p:ri vi leges of tho il, 

en. 

A n:.:rmber of tho ion und.c rtn.ke a to 

·the work of the Orcanizu:l-.ion. 

8. giva lrr1tt.en notice of 1d to 

of the Exoou.tive Committee, Su.ch notice shall the 



~,-- ..... 
Page 5 

ARTICLE V 

CffiGANS 

1. Th~re are es.tablishcd !;i.S the principal organs of the or·.:;anization: a 

GenE:.:ral Council, an Executive Conunittee and a Secretariat. 

ARTICLE VI 

TTIE GENERAL CCTJNCIL · 

1. The u.ltiLlate l;olicy-making body o:f tho Ol•gani zation shall bP. th0 General 

Council in which each member shall have one re:preaontativo and such alternates 

and advisers as me~ be necessa~y. Each menwer shall hav0 one vote in the 

Gonoral Council. 

2. The G<::neral Council ahe.ll be comrer1ed !.n regu.la:r· at:.aa!on not less tha.."l once 

a year by the Executive Coi!ll'l1i ttee provi{lad1 however, that for ili!'ee years after 

the Organization co.mea into being 'Ule Ganeral Council shall be convon.ed in 

regular session not leo a the.n t1d~e a ye-sJ:. It !!lay be convened in s:pecial session 

whenever the Exec uti vc Cmnmi ttee oball deeL'l nec~:HJSRl':r; and 1 t shall be conv(med 

in special session by the Director·-General w1 thin thirty days after a request for 

euch s:pecial session is received by the Director-Genural from one-third of the 

membe:t•s of th~. Council. 

3. At th0 o:pcni.ng m.eet.1ng of each session CJf the General Council, tho Chairman 

of the Executive Cormrd ttee shall :pr;:;side until the Gcnoral Cou.D,cil has eiected one 

of 1 ta\ m.e:mbera as Cl}.ai:t'Illan for trw St..eoion. 

4. The Gonel--el Cou...11.cil shall t;llex·cupon proc<~ed to elect from amoll..gat 1 ta 

me:mbera a Firat ViGe-Chair.wan anli. a SoconJ. V:tce-Chairmc.nt and s1.teh othE.r officers 

ac it ~y deem necnaeary. 

AHTIDLE VII 

EXJ. CUTIV1~ COHMl'ITEE 

l. Th~ i.~J:ocuti ve Col!llllj ttee shall perform anch f'.lnc tio11a as may be deloga ted 

to 1.t by the General Council. Bt,tlwon s~_;,ssiona of the General Cm.mcil, the 

:Sxocuti ve Colllilli ttoe may Illc':!.ke J?olicy deciai,)na of an emergency nature which shall 

be cub,icct to tho ;r.eco:ns:tderation by \..he Council. 

2. 'l'he E:x:ecu t1 Ye Commit tee of the General Council shall conai s t of the 



representatives of nine members of Organization. Each member of the F.xecutive • 

Corordttee shall b~ elected for a two-yeal" term. by the General Ccm:ucil at a 

, regular session or the Co'lirJ.cil. A member ~ continue to hold. office en the 

E'xecuti •re Co.n:;m:t ttee during period as may intervene between conclusion 

i te term of and the first 

which an election takes place. A memoer shall be at all times eligible for 

the If' a vacancy cccurs in the ·m~;;;mborship 

sessions of Council, · 

Exeoutive ~.y fill tlember to 

hold off1co ~~til the next of the Council. 

a Chairman and a Vice.:.chair:ma..'l'l. from 

office to be General Council. · 

4. E.x:eeuti ve Coll·m.1 ttee 

' ('b) 1n 

at which the ·1tem on 

(c} 'lihenover any delegate of a. member of the 12:xecutive Committee shall:. 

request the of' a by a. letter addressed to the 

t.en 

0 -!' 
.c 

· -.;;i thin .:'otU·tccn 

in or•lor to in. the 

f'icli, ni delogq.ticn 

inst.ruc 4.:,io!1S to D:troc :tn donsc of' tho such 

6. 

of this Conati tu,ticn 

Com:wil 
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epprcpr1c.tc. These rr;;porta arJ.d Llllch co~nt:3 oho.ll be trn.IU.lmitted to c.ll InGmbora 

of thv Gun.::re,l Council b,~foro its n.c:::t rogr.l.l'J.r £l•JBfion and nha.ll be ptlblil'lhod. 

Tho Ex.c;cntivu Con:nitt<:G rr::..y roqunot thr.;~ Dir<:ctor .. Gun:;;rul to su'Gmit such i'urtht::r 

1. The ChL:f Adrinldrati v'~ Offie .,r of the: Crgani::rttil"lll ;;lmll be. tb,; 

carry cut th"' m1.:mllliatrtttiV.' m1d c,x.<JutiV•J functiom1 of th" !)r~nizr~ticm in 

accordnncc with th. ·bci:dono of th.; G,.<nu~..l Council or (\t' the EXt.!CUtivv 

Counc:tl is nomir.:J:tcd by t;h.: Ex,_;cutivo Committ::e~ tb G-.;meral Council my 

Co:rnm.itt;u !DC:1Y r;.ppoint f.ll1 Acting Dlr:Jctor-Gc.:Il\~rTtl. to to.oo..1'Ul::d aJ;l thp di.ltivs 
' . ~ ' 

and ftmc tiono of the; offic m:til n l)irc:ctor··Gc.,nora.l ce.J1 be appointed ·py the 

Gcv.cral Cou.ue 11. 

on bE:bcli' of' thw C'r{:nnizntion by th: Ch::~ir1r::cn of tho E:x:scutivo Comr.Jibtuo and 

it sh'lll b:) c. ttr.il. o:f euch contrnct that uix r.1onths' r.otbo of tornin'ltion 

Col!r.!Hto·~, rJubjsot to oub£h.:gu.snt confirmation by th." G:onarnl Cotmcil)' llao 

tho :powc:r to roliavo th0 Diroctor-Ck:nvral of hio dutioo, by n. tvo-thirdB 

mn.jority vote:: of tho m.'"r:bera, if in the Committoo'n opinion hia conduct iD 

such as to warrant such r.:.ct.lon. 

4. The sto.ff of th; Org•:niz.'.tt:i on eho.ll b0 nppointod by tho Dirwctor .. Gono:.. :11 
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6. 

at the co?nd of ct.lCh r;~,lt::n:nutc period 

nctivitico 

to th<.: Exocuti v0 

He or 

that por;l,od.. 'I'hc:so 

thcroon us provid~;di 

thi.o C-:;notitution. 

(b) At 

nt e. vork of Orac.ni 

ST1:.1F 

1. in of tht; fita:ff' ond. 1."1 tho 

conditions of 

ion in of the to 

principlus laid do"'rl in on 

to 

No who i.o 

thn.n 

from b<:~co:rning thu conC•':.:rn of tho 
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3· In the :perfo:rrn.anoe of the:l.r dutieo tho Director-General r.nd th:3 ;;tai'f 

shall not seek or receJve :tn,;t:l:"uct:':.on fl'om any Government or from MY •)ther 

':!.uthor:t ty exkrnal to \ihe Orgcmlzat:i1..>n. 'rhey shu.ll refrain from any acMon 

which mi1)lt reflect on their pt•u:i.tion ar::~ i!'ternational officj.alo respomdble 

only to the Ol"ea.11tzation. Each memb£:r of tho Orsanization u..'IJ.dortakcc: to 

res:rect the excltwtvely internabiorLal chnracter of thv reorJoncloilitior;: of 

bho Di:t'<;ctor-Genoral and. the staff and not to sock tc, :l.n1'luence th0m in the 

cU schar1~e of' their res1'orl1Jibilitie~.;. 

1. Th0 Dil.'ector·Gr:;nerl'-11 shall ~mbmit to the General Council an annual budget, 

covoring the neco::sary n.dminh;trative, operational, and largo-scale 

re-oettlemcnt cxr;endit,~es of the Orsanitntion, and from time to time such 

supplementary budgots e.s T.fJ1:1Y be roquired. Upon final ap:proval of a budget by 

tho General Cotmc:!.l the toto~ 1.mder each of these thrvo head.1ngo, to wit, 

allocated to ·t;he :mombcl'.Q_ in proporti.one for each head:l.ng to be doterrninod 

from time to ti:mo by a t'~io -third.c n1n.jori ty vote o;f.' th';; membvrs of tht> G-on0ral 

2. Each lllDmbvr L"Govorm.nenf/ undertakes to ocntributo 1'Jrcmptly to tho 

Organiza·tion [£rorn.l··tl;;,_7 it;;: nhn.ro of the administrative expc.n,Jos as determined 

and. elloc::"lted. 1.md-:)r po.ragr~1~h 1 above. 

3. l:ach me:mbor jJjtYVCrril!l.cnf/ fl111lll ·~ontribute to the cporationaJ. and J..arge-sce.le 

!£ -:1ettlcn:ent expondita:tros as det0rmlned and alloo<1ted tmder paraeraph 1 above, 

sub;ject to tho rvqu~.rorr..ent:: of the const:!. tutlonal. :procuduro of such 

4. The adminiotr~:,t:Lvu budgot of tho Orgo.n:lzat1on shall be submltted annually 

to tho Goneral J-iLJ~J•,mbl.y of tho tTnJ.tod Nations for such rov:tew and 

reccrumendationa r,,~ the G<:neral Asson'bly may doom up:propriate. l'h<1 acreement 

under which tho Or;:;;anization Rhall b<.:; lrcl.ated t~~7 brou7ht into relationship 



q:ply jn 

f1nc.nc y .. )-:,;r ::tn which th:i.~ Constitution ccm..)s ir1to force: 

II to thiz Con:rt:!.t1Jtion; nnd. 

(b) tho amount~l to bu contrJ1mtt:Hl by th'-1 m .. rmbvr§.{Gover"!J..IOnti/ shall 

bt~ :in :pro;)ortions nvt forth tn Ann4.:lX II ·tio thli:l Cunstttution.!.7 

ARriOLE XI 

1\tiD OTliER OJJ'F!C:ES 

o;Jtablish its hondqu.m:'tors at Po.rio, and all meetings 

th~ G~noral Council or th~ 

3· 1\ll shall bu onl;y w:i. th tho c onsvn t 

tho 

1\R'riCIJJ XII 

:orocodu.r\' r:f tho lCconomic •;:tnd Soc :tul CoU."1Cil of tho 

Ur:.i tc.d 

Y':) Co:rr.Jll:!.tlt...;v shall :t";.";gulatc lts own 

2. 



vot:i.nz in tho C-.,:;noral Council o.nd the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE XIII 

STJI.'L'Ut1, IMMtlNITIJ!~S MID PRIVILEGES 
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1. 'l'ho Orgen:tzat:.i en Bh>:ill Jnjvy in th.:; torri tory o:l.' oach of 1 t.J Ilk:mbvro 

uuch lc:gc.l ca:po.c:l:t;y t~:1 mo.,y bo nucoosnry for tho oxorcisu of 1 t:1 funct:l ans 

2. (a) 'J:ho Ol··.~:Uli::.n"tlon ohr.\ll 0njoy in tho tt21rri tory oi' fjach of its mombors 

function.:.J anrl th~e· full'illmvut of its :::>b,jactiv.;s. 

(b) R~.":J1l:'Z;OI:mtaM v ;:s oi' m0mboru, o.t:n.c ials, end admhli.J trat:I.ve pGrsonnel 

of tho orgen:i.~at::i.on shall simHm·ly l njoy .mch :priviLgos and innnuni ti<.)S 

nJ n:ro nc>COt'Pt.r~r i'or thJ 'inO.upendnrt •;.,X;;rcL';: of thoir functionG in 

cormoction 'lv~ "th th; Orga.n:izstion. 

Unitud J'btions. 

ARriCLE XIV 

RELA'.I'IONS WITH OTl!ER ORGANIZATIONS 

1. i1ubjoct to thD prcNi.:dom~ of tho agroc:mont to bo n, got:1 atod with tho Uni tod 

Nntlonz pursuant to Articlo III of this Constitution, th.:; Ori:,anization ma;; 

.e~~t·Jblish such cf:t'ucti vu r~;lationships as !r.JJ.y bo desirable w-t th othor 

int ;rnat:l oncl organizatlonr:. · 

2. 'rhc., 0rGcnizat1on may ausumc po.rt of or all the fun~tioml end a.cquirJ part 

of or all ths rcsourcos, ansote, anrl liablli tios of eny intor-goV(;l'nm.mtal 

Orcrm:i.z.Ption or ugoncy the purpnJ0S and functlons of which liv w:tthin tho 

sco1"~ ol' th..) orgGll.izPJ;;:i.on. Such ac t:l.on mo,y bo tr>Jr:..m (.d thel' through mutually 

or oguncJ.,Js or pursun.:r:rt to author:!. ty conrorr.)d upon th0 Organization by 
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to tills Constitution shall b0 corr.m.unioated by 

.OOl1lo :into >f l'oo t Wh\'Jn 

ttnd. vct1ng 

Mombor only fJTI nccollta.nc.:.; by 5.t • 

. 2. Subject to th0 provlotorw o1' tho 

UnJted H~tdoll8 and of Chart~;~r II the Gtutut~,._ thD Intcrn":ltione..l 

Court of Juutico, ... :t Court of 

(iii) accoptcncw. 

Artiolu TV'. 

thout r0 ... :..trvation a:.! t-; approval, on bvhnlt o:f one <1tato 
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this Consti tv.tion, of the d:;:~to whon :l. t hail com.:; into force; hG ivill alao inform 

them of th'> datos iihcn othor st:~-tes hnvc:~ bocomo pnrtL:.::::; to thi:J Conati tution. 

HT FAITII 'HI.lliREOF thG Unclsrsi.'3!l~~·d, d.uly authorized for thab purpo~1v, havo 

Dono :Jn tho OLty oi' Now York thic d.aj' 0.1.' 

The orie:.~i:r.:ll t::;xb shoJ..l be d..rponit<;d in thu Aroh:l v-.:c of th·c;; Un:i. t';.;d. Nations. 

toxt:; o:t' oach of tho .::r.tgnatc)r:.r Govurrn,r:ta onrl,. upon th.1 coming into forcu of 

Gonors.l of th0 Org'2niz'1:tJon.!! 
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1. The following general principles constitute an integral part of the 

def:!nitions as laid down in Part I and II below. 

(a) The main object of the Organh.ati<>n will be to bring abOut a rapid 

and pcs:ttive solut:lc!:l of the pobl6m. of bona fide refugees a.nd displaced 

persons, wh:toh shall be just Ct4 equitable to all concernod. 

(b) The ma:!.n taok concerning displaae4 persons is to encourage and assist 

in every way possible their early return to their ccuntrioa of origin, 

having regard to t.ho principles laid. down in paragra:ph (c) ( 1i) of the 

R0soluticn ado:r;tec. by the Genoral .. ,\aaembly of' the Unitad Nations en 

12 February 1946 reearding the problem of ref'ueees. 

(c) As la:!.d down in the Itesolution adoptod by the Econcmic and Social 

Council on 16 February 1946, no international assictance should be given 

to tra:ltoro, quislings, and \-Tar cr:f.minals 1 and nothing should be done to 

provsnt in any way their surrender and punishment. 

{d) It should bo the concern of the Organization to enoure that its 

assistance is not e~loited in order to encourage oubvoreive or hostile 

activities d:trocted against the gm'erl'Jm.E".nt of any of the United Nations. 

(e) It should 'be the concern of the Organizat::J.on to ensure that ita 

assistance is not exploited by persona in the caee- of whorn it is clear that 

thoy are unwilling to return to their countries of origin because they 

prefer idleness to fac:tll!3 the hardships of helping ;l.n the roconatruction 

of their coULtriea. 

(f) On the other hand. it should equally be the concern of the 

oraanization to ensure tha·t; no bc.na fide and deserving re.f'ugoe or 

displaced person is deprived of ouch assistance as it T!l[:.,:J be in a 

position to offer. 

(g) The Orgeni.zation should endeavour to carry out its functions in 



l 
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ie~ined in Section B below, who is outside of his country of natianali~y or 
' • ' • ' ' - ~ ! • 

former habitual.residence, and who 1 a.a a result of events subsequent to the 

outbreak of the Second vJorld \-Jar, is unable or un:willing to avail himself of ' · 

the protection of the Government of his country of nationality or former 

nat1.onali ty. 

3. Subject to the previsions of Section D and of Part II below, the term '· 

":refugee 11 also applies to persona of Jewish origin and to foreigners or 

stateless pers,:ms who, having resided in Genna.ny or Austria, were victims 'of 

Nazi l'eraecution and viho "'ere detained in or were obliged to flee from and· 

were subaequ~ntly returned t:.), one of those countries as a. result of e:pemy 

action, or of war clrcumstances, and who haYe not yet been firmly resettled 

therein. 

"Tr....e t0rm. 'rd'uge& 1 also S..PJ!li~Hl to war crpl:ana cr l.alaccc:n::panied. 

ch~ldren who a1·e ontoid.~ tlwir countries of origin. . Such children 

shall be given all possiule privrity assista~ce and all measures shall 

be taken fo:..~ the rel?atriat:i.oJ:l of those whose nativnali ty has been 

determined to their C•)untriee of e:rigin, being Metibers of the United 

Nations". 

SbCTION B. Dl:FIIHTICN CF DISPLACED PT:.RSONS 

Th~ term "Displaced J:lers,.::n" appli6S to a pE:l'Soni who, as a result 'of the 

actions of the authr.:ritiea of the, regimes mentioned in Part I 1 Section A. 

para0Taph 1 (a} has been deported fram, or has been obliged to leave, his 

country of nationality or of' former habitual residence, a.uch as persons who 

were compelled to undertake forct1d labour .. or who were d&portf!d fer racial, 
. 

religious or political reasons. Displaced persons ''hem. the new international 

body cannot repatriate ,,,ill only fall ;.dt.hin its mandate subject to the 

provisions of Sections C and D of Part I and to the provisions of Part II below. 

If the reasons for their displa.cementhave ceased to e:A:ist, they should be 

repatriated a.s soon as possible in a.ccor<1:a.nce·with A.rticle II, 1 (a) of the 

prc.posed Constitution and subject to the provision of parae3raph (c), 

sub-paragraphs (ii) and (iii) of the General Assembly Resolution of 

12 February 1946. 
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s:ECTI ow c. c orm:rTI oNs UNDER wmcn 'lREFiJGEEs" .AND ~n:rSPL.t .. er;:i . 
. PErRGOI:!Sn iJiLL Bl!:COME TEE CONCERN OF THE ORGANIZATION 

1. In tlte case of all the above categor:les e.xcept th0se mentioned tn St?ctic.."l 

A, paragraphs 1 (b) end 3 abova 1 :persons will become the concern of the. 

Organization in the sense of the Resolution adopted by the Economic u:r~d 

Soci:ll Council on 1~ February 1946 U they can be re:pt~triated, and thE'i help . 

of the brganizaticn is required in order to ;provide for thc~ir. repatriation, 

or if they are unable to return to thoir countries of nationality or fo:riUP.:r 

habitual residence or if they have cefinltely, in complete freedom, and after 

receiving full knowledgo of the facts, incltHlin13 adequate 1n:f'ormatlcn :fl'am the 

governments of their countriBS of na.Uonality or former habitual resid-ence, 

expressed valid objections to returning to those countries: 

* 

(a) The follcwing shall bo ccnaidered as valid objections: 

( i) :pereecutlon, or fear, based on reasonable grounda (French: 

fondeB, Russian: obosnovany), of pereecuticn becaus-::: of race 

religion, nationality or :polit:.lcal. opin1 ens, provid~d these 

opinions are not in ccnfl:!.'}t w::th th,3 principles of the TJh:lted 

NatJcna, as latd down in the preamJ;le a::.:' tho Charter of the 

United Nat:tons; 

(ii) objectione of a pol:Ltical nat~lre judged by tho Organization 

to be "volid", 1'-~.o contemplated in :paragraph 8 (a) of the ~1ep::::rt 

{111) in the caBe of persona falling within the category menticned · 

in S;;ct:!.cn t .. 1 ;parc.graphs 1 (a) an_d l (c) ccmpell:lng·f&'lily 

roas0ns arising out of previous persocu.iion, or ccmpelling 

:roaeanr:; cf infiru:1 ty or illnecs .• 

(b)· The follct.ring shnll be ccnaidar">d adequate informat!.on:-

Information regarding conditic-nr:J in tll.e countries of o.rgin of 

"in nncmering tho d·Jlegate for .Belgium, the Cha1.rn:m stated, .that it •me 
il'llpliod that t;he :International bocy would judge what were, or what w,;ro not, 
11 Valid objections 11

; and that such objectianD clearly :rnight be, of a :polit!cal 
nature. 



' 
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ref'usoea and dieplaced p~~aOp.e, ~plied to them direetty ''by "th~ .. ; 
repreeentat~ves o£ thee.e oountrie~. In exceptional QllSes 

i:tl:rormo:tion euppl.ie4 in fuil and withOllt hindrance by otoor per•~i:i:, 
' ' :· ;. •"' : ' ·'~:~ ' 

'tvho are knmm for their impartiality and honesty and well 

e.cquainted with conditions in the countrtas of origin of ~:ruseee. 

against whGlll the Gove:t'Ill'OOntB conoernod or their represe!ltatives .· 
.... : ' ~ ... 

have no objections. 
./ ;;'· 

'· ' 

2. In the case of all refuge<~e falling with ... n the terms of Section A,. 
. ' .. ·• .. l, 

-paragraph 1 {b), :perscna will bocome tbe oonc('n·n of the Organization 1n the , , '~ 
. ' 

sense of the Reoolution adopted by the. EConomic and Social Counoil of the 

United 'Nations on 16 February 1946, ao ~ e~a the Falangist regime in Sp;tn. 
contil:luea. 

~ 'I . 

Should that regime be re:plac$d by a democratic regime ~bey vl:ll ' 
( . 

have to produce valid objec~iono t~ returning t.o Spain corresponding -to~ thQse' "; 
indicated in para.gra:ph 1 (a)- above. 

SECTION D. CIRCUl\ETANCES IN l-11UCU Rb..."'li'TJGE'EC lUID DISPLACED 
PERSONS WIIL CEASE TO BE Tir8 COI·IDEPJI OF TEE ORGANIZATIOI~ 

Refugees or difJ:pla.ced pE;irscns :will ceaso ·to b~ the concern of the 

Organization: 

(a) r!hen they have returned to the countri·:.iO of their natiOJ:lality 

in the United Nations territory, unless their former _habitual reside~e.;; ' 

to which they w~sh to return is cutaido their country of nat:f,ona.l1t)t:;,>91•.~ 

vJhen they have acquired a. now na.t.1cnal1ty; or. (b) 

(c) l-l.hen they lro.v5, in. the determination of the Organization ·beotmie 

othor.rriae- firmly established.; or 

(d) . l·rnen they have un:t:easooably refused to accept the .proposals~ of -r;.~X~~i 

.Orsax:Uzation for their reoettlement; · 

(e) . h"hen they ore making no eu'b0ta.ntial ~ffo.r't towards .. earning thsit.' · 
1·- to.'--: 

living t-Tllcn it is possible· for ·t.hem to do so,· or· wht;ln they: are· · 

exploiting the assistanc9 d' .the O.rgan::i:zaticn/ ( .· 
•• • w • 

' ' . . ' 
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~ A!ln camsmun~ m s rnm ~ 111A!l.· '. . : ~~ I. 

· . . · - · ., .·-··"::--_-, ,~-~--~ir~ 
;t'he PrOTiaiona;L b~t for the. first fimneial y&e.r aM.U be e.'·e\l!h: <4:f1t1~ 

. , · . u.s·. dollars for adminl.st:rntiw &:rpansoe am a sum at:~ 
" - ~ . • . -- -:-- '- --~ <-~:,'>,.'J;7 

idoU&r$ tor O);lera.tiona.l e:x:;ponsea. Arqunapent balance Ul'ld.ar e1tla$r<: .. l?: 
'·:· -~ / . . . ' . ' . . . -,_"',.·,::~-~-~ 

· ~ding ·ohall be carried over to the' correspond~. heading a a a CI'E't;d.i,t :t.ni;~ 
' - . . l"~: 

bu4get ·at the next fir.a..~c:tal ;year. 
' 

~. · Those sums shall be contributed. 'by the ~mbera /!Gc:JVelt!!I!}.entaJ] 1~ 

p):"opt>rtions as followo: 
• j '·.- ·_"';.:~ 

jJNote: It is conwm.plated.. 't}¥:l.t the 'budgets for the fi1·st yee:r ana:·\~ 
. the aceJla~_,r contributi.ona are to be prep;trod by the Oommitt$$· .. ~ 
Fii~a • .l] . · · · · · · '1 

r• -~~~;;, .. :_)i 




