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I, INTRODUCTION

l. At its 3rd Plenary meecing, on 22 SePtember 1989, the GeneraL Assenbly, olr the
recomrneudatioa of the General Corunittee, decitled to include iD the agenda of its
forty-fourth session the iten entitled "Pattern of colfereaces" and to allocate it
to the Fifth cornnittee.

2. The Fifth Corunittee considered the iten at its stsh, 8th to 10th a!'l
59th neetings, held on 6, 10 audt 11 october and 19 December 1989. Statements and

observatious made in the course of the discussion of tbe item and replies to
queries raised are reflected iD the Pertinent sunmary records of the Conrnittee
(A/C.5/44lSR.5, 8-L0 ard 59),

3. For its consideration of the itetn, the cormittee had before it the report of
the comrnittee on CoBferences, I/ aud the rePort of the Secretary-General ou the
implementation of GeleraL Assembly resolution 42/207 C (A/44/5O2), It also had

before it notes by the Secretary-Gefleral (L/44/135 antl Aald.1) transmitting the
report of the Joint Inspectiol Ulit and the conments thereo! of the Administrative
Corunittee on Co-ordination, as well as the comments of the Secretary-General
thereon (A/44/2Zr), aDd the letters dated 13 .tuue, 28 August, l and 5 Decenber 1989

from the Chairmaa of the Contnittee o! Conferences to the President of the General
A,sseribly (A/44/34f and Add.l.-3 ) .

l/ Official Records of, the General Assernblv, Forty-fourth Session'
Supplement No. 32 (A/44/32' Corr'1-3)'

89-33546 0369P (E)

UNITED
NATIONS

A

General Assembly
Distr~

GENERAL

A/44/895
19 December 1989

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Forty-fourth session
Agenda item 128

PATTERN OF CONFERENCES

Report of the Fifth Committee

Rapporteur: Mr. Etien NINOV (Bulgaria)

I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee. decided to include in the agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled "Pattern of conferences" and to allocate it
to the Fifth Committee.

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at its 5th, 8th to 10th and
59th meetings, held on 6, 10 and 11 October and 19 December 1989. Statements and
observations made in the course of the discussion of the item and replies to
queries raised are reflected in the pertinent summary records of the Committee
(A/C.5/44/SR.5, 8-10 and 59).

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had before it the report of
the Committee on Conferences, ~I and the report of the Secretary-General on the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 42/207 C (A/44/502). It also had
before it notes by the Secretary-General (A/44/l35 and Add.l) transmitting the
report of the Joint Inspection Unit and the comments thereon of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination, as well as the comments of the Secretary-General
thereon (A/44/22l), and the letters dated 13 June, 28 August, 1 and 5 December 1989
from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences to the President of the General
Assembly (A/44/34l and Add.1-3).

~I Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty fourth Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/44/32, Corr.1-3).
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II. CONSIDERAAION OF PROPOSATS

4, At the 59th neeting, on 19 Decetnber 1989, following informat consultations,
the vice-chairman of the Fifth connitteo, Mr, Ado vaher (canada), introduced the
draft resolutior as contaiued in docume D,t A/C.5/44/L.22 and informed the Committee
of, a revision to operative paragraph 10 of sectioa A as forloes! after the word.s
"conformity trith,,, the sords ',General Assembly.. shoul.d be deleted, and at. the endof that paragraph, the words "as approved by the Ge'eral Asseribfy', should be aalded,

5. At the aame meetiDg, the Fifth CornniEtee adopted draft resol.utio!
A./C.5/44/L.22, as orally revised, without objectio! (see para. 7).

6. After the adoptiou of the draft. resolution, the represe[taCives of Uganda analthe Uniteal Kilgdom of Great Britain ard Northern Ireland made statements (see
A/C . 5/44lSR. 59 ) .

III. RECOIO,{ENDATIONS OF TITE FIFTH COMMITTEE

7. The Fifth conrnit.tee recornmends to the General Assembly the adopt.ion of thefollorling draft resolutions I

Pattern of coaferences

A

Report of the Conmittee on Conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling al,l its relevaDt resolutioDs,

Havinq considered the report of the Committee otr Conferences, a/
1. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and meetiugs of, the

united Natioas for the biennium 1990-199r- as subnitted by the conunittee on
Conferences; 3/

2. Authorizes the Cornnittee on Conferetrces to nake
the cale[dar of colfereaces aDd meetings for the bientlium
become necessary as a result of actioD and decisions Caken
Assenbly at it.s forty-fourth sessioni

any adjustmeuts in
1990-199f that nay
by the General

2/ Official Records of the General AssenbLy, Fortv_fourth Session,
Supplenent No. 32 (A/44/32 ald Corr.1-3).

3/ Ibid., aunex IIf .
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11. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

4. At the 59th meeting, on 19 December 1989, following informal consultations,
the Vice-Chairman of the Fifth Committee, Mr. Ado Vaher (Canada), introduced the
draft resolution as contained in document A/C.5/44/L.22 and informed the Committee
of a revision to operative paragraph 10 of section A as follows: after the words
"conformity with", the words "General Assembly" should be deleted: and at. the end
of that paragraph, the words "as approved by the General Assembly" should be added.

5. At the same meeting, the Fifth Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.5/44/L.22, as orally revised, without objection (see para. 7).

6. After the adoption of the draft resolution. the representatives of Uganda and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland made statements (see
A/C.5/44/SR.59).

Ill. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

7. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

Pattern of conferences

A

Report of the Committee on Conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling all its relevant resolutions,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences, ZI

1. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the
United Nations for the biennium 1990-1991 as submitted by the Committee on
Conferences; ;11

2. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make any adjustments in
the calendar of conferences and meetings for the biennium 1990-1991 that may
become necessary as a result of action and decisions taken by the General
Assembly at its forty-fourth session;

~/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/44/32 and Corr.1-3).

~/ Ibid., annex Ill.
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3. Notes nith aDpreciation tho efforts nade by a number of Uuited
Natiotls orgaas to improve the utilizatiotr of conference-servicing resourcesi

4. Reguests the Cornmittee on Colferences to reviett the methodolog:y on

conference servicing utilizatio! rates in ord€r to provide, if possible' a

more accurate assessrnent of the overall use of conference resources with a

view to enabling united Nations bodies to make the oPtinum use of conference
services and to facilitaEe, where lecessary, coDtinued rationalizatioD of
their meeting requi renents i

5. UIgeE all United Natiors organs to intensify their efforts to
improve theii utitizatio! of conference-servicing resources, takilg into
accoust the need to reduce costs wighout adversely affect.ing their efficiency;

6. Requests the Chairnatr of the Corunittee oD Conferences and the
Secretary-General to maintail their contacts with United Nations orqans that
have failed to make adequate use of the colferelce-servi c ing resources
proviiled to them in order to assisb those organs ia making better use of cheir
services;

7. Reconnends thal the Chairmen of those organs bring ttre concerns on

utilizatio! of co[feretce -se rvicing reaources to the actsention of the organs
concernedi

L R€quests lhe Conmittee on Coaferences to remain seized of, the matter
on the basis of further rePorts from the Secretary-Genera] i

9. welcotnes Ehe itrtention of the Coftnittee o! Conferences co consider
further che draft chapter of the nealium-term Plaa for 1992-L997 on conference
and library services, bearing in niud that this strategy should have'
inter atia, the objective of utilizing to the oPtimum and in the most
qost-eff,ective ma!.ner, the coaference services, resources aad f,acifitieg
rorldwide, in accoralalce sith relevant General AssembLy resolutions and the
rules and principles governing conference Planningi

10. Takes note of the Conmittee's intention to play a role in the reviett
of the Deparcmeut of Conferelce Services envisaged by the
secretary-Gen eta!, !/ on the understaDding that the roLe to be deternined by
the cotflnittee at its t99o session will be in full accordance itith its rnandate

anal in coaformity l{ith resolugion 43/222 B of 21 Decernber 1988, as aPProved by

the General Assemblyi

11. Invites the cornnittee on coDferetrces to adoPc a nore cotnprehensive
prograrnne of t ork, taking into account its resPons ibi l ities as established by

the General Assembly.

See A/44/222 and Corr.1, Para. 104.
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3. Notes with appreciation the efforts made by a number of United
Nations organs to improve the utilization of conference-servicing resources;

4. Requests the Committee on Conferences to review the methodology on
conference servicing utilization rates in order to provide, if possible, a
more accurate assessment of the overall use of conference resources with a
view to enabling United Nations bodies to make the optimum use of conference
services and to facilitate, where necessary, continued rationalization of
their meeting requirements;

5. Urges all United Nations organs to intensify their efforts to
improve their utilization of conference-servicing resources, taking into
account the need to reduce costs without adversely affecting their efficiency;

6. Requests the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences and the
Secretary-General to maintain their contacts with United Nations organs that
have failed to make adequate use of the conference-servicing resources
provided to them in order to assist those organs in making better use of their
services;

7. Recommends that the Chairmen of those organs bring the concerns on
utilization of conference-servicing resources to the attention of the organs
concerned;

8. Requests the Committee on Conferences to remain seized of the matter
on the basis of further reports from the Secretary-General;

9. Welcomes the intention of the Committee on Conferences to consider
further the draft chapter of the medium-term plan for 1992-1997 on conference
and library services, bearing in mind that this strategy should have,
inter alia, the objective of utilizing to the optimum and in the most
cost-effective manner, the conference services, resources and facilities
worldwide, in accordance with relevant General Assembly resolutions and the
rules and principles governing conference planning;

10. Takes note of the Committee's intention to play a role in the review
of the Department of Conference Services envisaged by the
Secretary-General, il on the understanding that the role to be determined by
the Committee at its 1990 session will be in full accordance with its mandate
and in conformity with resolution 43/222 B of 21 December 1988, as approved by
the General Assembly;

11. Invites the Committee on Conferences to adopt a more comprehensive
programme of work, taking into account its responsibilities as established by
the General Assembly.

il See A/44/222 and Corr.l, para. 104.
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D

Control and limitatio! of docunentation

The General Assernbly

Recalling it6 resoluEioEs 2292 (]O(II) of I December f967, 2538 ()O(IV) of
11 Decernber 1969, 3415 (ru() of 8 December 1975, 34/50 of 23 Novenber 1979.
35/L0 B of 3 November 1980, 36/117 of 10 December t981, 37,/t4 C of
16 Novetnber Lga2, 38/32 E of 25 Novernber L983, 40/249, section III, of
18 Decenber L9a5, 4l/177 D of 5 December 1986, 4?/207 C of tI Decenber 198?
a\d 43/222 C of 2L Decenber 1988,

1. Decides to exteDd for a further year the experirnental period
established under resolut.ion 37114 C, during which no subsidiary organ of the
Assenbly shall be entitleal to surunary records, with the exceptiou. of the
foIlo$ing:

(a) Ad Hoc Conmittee on the IDdian OceaD,

(b) Connittee on the Exercise of Ehe InaLienable Rights of the
Palestinia! People,

(c) faternatioual Lal' Conmissioni

(d) LegaL Sub-Connnittee of the Cornnittee on the peaceful Uses of Oucer
Spacei

(e) Special Conrnittee agailst Apartheidi

(f) United Nations Conmission oD fDterlaeional Trade Lawt

(9) United Nations Council f,or Nanibia,

2. Takes note
Nations Institute for
srunnary records i

3. Takes note
issue of control and
substaDtive sess i,oa;

of the decision of the Eoard of Trustees of the United
Training anal Research to discotttinue its request for

of the Cornmittee oa CoDfereaces' decision to review the
linitatiorl of docunentatiou in more detai.l at its 1990

4. Requests the Secretary-Geleral to anaLyse the printilg requirenents
of the organizacion and recornmerd proposats Eo maxinize bhe cost-e ffectivene s s
of exteltxal and internal printing, through the Corunittee oB Confere[ces anal
the Advisory Conrnittee oD Admiristrative and Budgetary euestions, to the
Geleral Assembly at its forty-fifth session.
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B

Control and limitation of documentation

The General Assembly

Recalling its resolutions 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, 2538 (XXIV) of
11 December 1969, 3415 (XXX) of 8 December 1975, 34/50 of 23 November 1979,
35/10 B of 3 November 1980, 36/117 of 10 December 1981, 37/14 C of
16 November 1982, 38/32 E of 25 November 1983, 40/243, section Ill, of
18 December 1985, 41/177 D of 5 December 1986, 42/207 C of 11 December 1987
and 43/222 C of 21 December 1988,

1. Decides to extend for a further year the experimental period
established under resolution 37/14 C, during which no subsidiary organ of the
Assembly shalt be entitled to swmnary records, with the exception of the
following:

(a) Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean;

(b) Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People:

(c) International Law Commission;

(d) Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space;

(a) Special Committee against Apartheid;

(f) United Nations Commission on International Trade Law;

(g) United Nations Council for Namibia;

2.
Nations
sununary

Takes note of the decision of the
Institute for Training and Research
records;

Board of Trustees of the United
to discontinue its request for

3. Takes Dote of the Committee on Conferences' decision to review the
issue of control and limitation of documentation in more detail at its 1990
substantive session;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to analyse the printing requirements
of the Organization and recommend proposals to maximize the cost-effectiveness
of external and internal printing, through the Committee on Conferences and
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session.

/ ...

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



L/ 44/ 895
English
Page 5

the General AssenblY,

Reaffirrnina its resolutio\ 42/207 C of 11 December 1987'

Taking note of Che report of tbe Secretary-General oB the inPlementation
of resolutioD 42/207 C' 5/

L. Reguests the Secretary-Gene ral to continue to inplement resolution
42/207 Ct

2. Decides to renain seized of the natter'

c

Irnptetnentation of General AssenbLy resolution 421207 C

5/ 
^/ 

44/ 502 .
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c

Implementation of General Assembly resolution 42/207 C

The General Assembly.

Reaffirming its resolution 42/207 C of 11 December 1987,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of resolution 42/207 C, ~I

1. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to implement resolution
42/207 C;

2. Decides to remain seized of the matter.

~I A/44/502.
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