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DEVELOPMENT OF POPULl\TION DATA AND ESTIMATES 

(Memorandum flubm.itted by the Secretariat) 

The Economic and Social Council, en the roccmmendation of the . 
Populaticn CommisCJicn ~e: its first session, ru'1Uootod tho BecrG:tary-General 

"to provido meanu \rh. _,by the :popul!ltic:r.. ::::tatiDtics, ostiw.ates, ancl studies 

needed the "United Haticna and by the zed Agencies be supplied 

in collaboration vrl th the agencies ccncerned ••• (and) to report to the 

Population and Statistical Co:n:missions at their next sessions on steps 

taken to this end." (Document E/4oo). 
The Secretariat has r:J.ado a survey of the typocJ of :population data needed 

by tho various organs of tho United Nations and by the Specialized Ae;encies. 

Inforrr11l ccnferonceo were hold i·rith representatives of FAO, ILO, IC.ti.O, tho 

Horld Bank, and tho International Mcnetary Funrl. There was no opportunity 

to confer with representatives of HIIO or UI\TESCO, but the statements ruc;arding 

tho interests of these organizations in population data which were rrL~do at 

the first oossicn of the I'opulation Commissicn \vere taken into account. 

'lhis survey revealed three important facts: 

1. The neods of the various aeencies for po:pulaticn d.c:.t(~ ~ro 

extensive. Some of the data may appre:prilltel:v be developerl by thv 

S:pocialized Ae;encies most directly concerned, but there is a 

lar1.3e amount of material Hhich shoulcl be ccw.piled centrally anr.1 

vrhlch the various agencies expect the l:ni ted Nations Socretaric,t 

to supply. The Secretariat vrlll r;r;t bo able to mof;t E!.ll of thoc<y 

demands r1.t once. Priori ti.es must be established so that the i'i[:,'J.res 

mo:::~ urc;cntly neecLed by all of tho can be 

neon ac 

2. J;:'l.ny cf the 6a ta that are blest needed cannGt bo obta.in0cl 

s i:::::~.ply by com pi the statistico antl 2Btimates \rhich the varicuo 

govermn.(mts nc\·T have available. Even tho most 

:req_uirc.n!lcnt _, that in, current ezcjrncos cf the total poiJulaticn o:t' 

cdl countric;3, co.r.u'.1.0t be met in thi fer all of tho colli~trios 

,.,.f.~ tho ;-rorlcl. If the in:forrr.aticn uhich the United Nations and. its 

c::.C~'ilintoc. for their :progra:rrillles of work LJ to bo 

i3UIJ:plieC:., tho f~cerotcn:i ~:.t EU::.:t -c.nd0rtul:e, In collaboraticn with 

/eGtimatec 



estimates where needed to fill major gapo in the existing data. 

3. Data on all of the subjects en i;hich information is rea~uired 

are more or less lacking in international comparability, and in 

acme cases the series for indiviclual countries lack comparability 

over time. At many :points the lack of comparability oeriously 

hinders or even prevents the use of the clata for ·the administrative 

n:nd analytical purposes of tho international agencies. It is 

essenti.al for the Secretariat, 1;orking in collaboration with the 

variouu governments, to develop the adjustments required for 

comparability in the bas1.c series. 

The first requirement is a table cf estimates of total population of 

all countries of tho world for current dates. These estimates are constantly 

needed, by the Secrotartat itself and by several of the Gpecialized Agencies, 

for administrative purposes and ar~lytical studies. The work of compiling 

them is no;; in progress. 

Other rlate. which demanc.l a high pricrity are estimates of :population 

by sex and age groups for current dates; f0recasts of total population and 

of sex and age groupe for dates in the near future (1948, 1949, and 1950); 
and. longer-range forecasts. It is planned. to begin work on the compilation 

of sv.ch materials before the end of the present year. 

Subjects on which work cannot be begun in the immediate future, in spite 

of tho urgency of the need, include the follmring: 

1. Estirnates of the labour forc.:e, by sex and age ani by major 

industrial groups, for current e.nd future dates. Among the 

important applications of these estimates are analyses of trends in 

national inccme, production and ccnoumpticn of agricultural products 

and other goods, and potential industrial development of various 

countries. Their preparation requireG the co-operatic.."'l of the 

United Nations Secretariat with the ILO, as it involves the 

analysis of both population and employment trends. 

2. Estimates of population by urban-rural classifications, for 

current dates. These are neodeQ for purposes similar to those 

mentioned und3r 1. • Their compilation on an international basis 

is Jll..ade difficult by differences in n~1tional practices lvith respect 

to definitions of urban and rural ~reas. 

3. Estimates of numbers of families, households, married couples, 

etc., for current and future dates. These are needed for analyzj.ng 

trends in demand for ·rarious commodities, and particularly for the 

study of housing requirements. 
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4. Statistics and estimates relating to literacy, educational 

level, and other population characteristics that are relevant to 

studies of various econom:'.c and social problems on an internaticno.l 

scale. 

5. Data on international migration. The problems involved in 

the compilation and analysis of these data will be dealt with in 

the documentation being prepared for consideration of the 

Population fu~d Social Ccmrrissians, arl the whole subject of 

internaticnal activities in the field of migration. 

In the compilation of data on the various subjects mentioned above, 

the Secretariat will rely wherever possible on the official statistics and 

estimates provided by the various governments. Vlhere these are not adequate 

to yield basic information that is urgently required, the Secretariat will 

encourage the statistical agencies of the various governments to develop the . 
data needed, and will collaborate with them as much as possible to that end. 




