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DEVELOPMENT OF POPUTATION DATA AND ISTIMATES
{Memcrandum Submitted by the Seccretariat)

The Iconcmic and Soclal Council, acting cn the reccmmendaticn of the
Population Commiscicn ¢ itg Iirst session, rogquested the Secretary-General
"to provide mesns whe. by the populaticn gtatistics, cstimates, and studies
necded by the United Haticns and by the Specialized Agoncies may be supplied
in collaboration with the agencies ccncerned ...(and) to report to the

Population and Statistical Cormissions at their next sessicns on steps
taken to this end." (Decument E/400).

The Secretariat has made a survey of the types of population data needed
by the varicus organs of the United Nationg and by the Specialized Agencies,
InfTormal ccnfercnces wore held with representatives of FAO, ILO, ICAO, the
World Bank, and the Internatiocnal Mcnetary Fund. There was no opportunity
to confer with representatives of WHO or UNZESCO, but the statements rogarding
the intereste of these crgenizations in population data which were mude at

the {irst sessicn of the Topulation Commissicn were taken into account.
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This survey revealed three Important facts:
1 The needs of the various agencies [or populaticn doate are
extengive. Scme of the data may approprictely be developed by tho
Specialized Agencies most directly ccncerned, hut there ig a
large amount of material which should be ccmpiled centrally and
which ths various agencies expsct the Uniited MNaticns Secretariat
to supply. The Secretariat will net b able to meot all of these
demands 2t once, Priorities must be established so that the fipures
most urgently needed by all of the agencies can be provided oo
poon agc possible.

2. Many of the data that are most nceded camnct be obtainod
gimply by compiling the statistics and cetimetes which the varicug
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governments nov have available. =ven the most elementary
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requirement, that is, current ectimates of Lhe

total populaticn of
211 countrics, cannet be met in this way for all of the countriees
T the world. If the informaticn which the United Nations and its
alfilinted agencios resquire for thelr programmes of work is to be
supplied, the fecrctarint must undertoke , in collaboraticn with
bhe statisticnl egbneies of the various governs pt:, to develcon
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estimates where needed to fill major geps in the existing data.

3., Data on all of the subjects cn which information is required
are more or lesse lacking In internaticnal comparability, and in
peuie cases the series for individual countries lack cémparability
over time, At meny polnts the lack of ccmparability seriously
hinders or even prevents the use of the date for the administrative
and analytical purposes of the intermaticnal agencles, It ip
eggential for the Secretariat, working in collaboraticn with the
various governments, to develop the edjusiments required for
comparability in the basic series. *

The first requirement iz 2 table cf sstimates of total population of
all countries of ths werld for current dates. These egtimates are constantly
needed, by the Secretariat itself end by several of the Upecialized Agencies,
for administrative purposes and amalytical studies., The work of ccmplling
them 1o now in progress.

Other date which demend o high pricrity are estimates of population
by sex and age groups for current dates; forecasts of total population and
of sex and age groups for dates in the near future (1948, 1949, and 1950);
and longer-range forecasts. It ig planned to begin work on the ccmpilation
of such materials hefore the end of the present year,

SubJects on which work cannot be begun in the Immediate future, in spite
of the urgency of the need, Include the following:

1. Egtimates of the labour force, by sex and age and by major
industrial groupe, for current and future dates, Amcng the
important applicaticng of these ecstimates are analyses of trends in
naticnal inccme, production and consumpticn of agricultural prcducts
and other goocds, and potential industrial development of various
countries., Thelr preparaticn requiren the co-operatica of the
United Nations Secretariat with the ILO, ag it involves the
analysis of both populaticn and employment trends.
2. Egtimates of populaticn by wrban-rural classifications, for
current dates, These are necded for purposes gimilar to thosge
mentioned undsy l; « Their ccmplilaticn on an international basis
is made difficult by differences in national practices with respect
to definitions of urben and rural arsas,
3. Estimates of numbers of families, househeolds, married couples,
etc., for current and future dates. These are needed for andlyzing
trends in demand for various commodities, and particularly for the
gtudy of housing regulrements.
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L, Statistice and estimates relating to literacy, educational
level, and other population characteristics that are relevant to
studies of varicus economic and social problems on an internaticnal
scale,
5 Data on internaticnel migration. The problems Involved in
the compilation and analysis of these data will be dealt with in
the documentaticn belng prepared for coneideration of the
Populaticn and Soclal Cocmmissicns, an ﬁhe whole subJect of
internatlicnal actlvities in the field of migraticn.
In the compilation of data on the varicus subjects mentioned above,
the Secretarilat will rely wherever possible on the officilal statistics and
egtimates provided by the various govermnments. Where these are not adequate
to yield basic informaticn that is urgently required, the Secretariat will
encourage the statistical agenciles of the variocus zovernments to develop the

data needed, and will collaborats with them as much as posgible to that end.
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