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1. The sugsested rules of prooed~ for the Statistical Commi~sion have 

been drafted to agree so far as pos~1ble with the rules of procedure used 

by the Economic and Social Co~il itself. 

2. Provisional rules of procedure t!fim1lar to those su,:;gested in this 

memorandum are being circulated. to:t O<ltlsideration by other Commissions since 

it is desirable that as far as possible all Commissions should have the 

same ru.les of procedure. The Statiatical Commission itself is asked to 

decide what rules of procedure it wishes to :b...ave. It is sug3ested, houever, 

that any amenruments which the Statistical Commission desires to make in the 

~rovisional rules of procedure set out in this memorandum should be held 

over until the second session with instructions to the Secretariat to 

collate and compare them with any amendment which may be proposed by other 

Commissions. 
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PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR TBE 
STATISTICAL COMMISSION 

I. SESSIONS 

Rule 1 

The Commission shall h)ld at least one ses~ion a year. 

3:\ule 2 

Unless the Commission has decided otherwise at the preceding session 

the date of each session 8hall be fix~d by the Chairmen with the concurrence 

of the SecrAtar,r-GBneral. 

Rule 3 

A session of the Commis8ion sho.ll also be held within thirty days 

of the request thereof; 

( i) by the Economic and SociB.l Cou:-,cil; 

(ii) by a majority of its members, with the concurrence of the 

Secretary-General. 

Rule 4 

The Chairman of the Commisdion, with the concurrence of the 

Se~retary-General, may also call a sesshm of the Co!Jl.mission. and fix the 

date thereof. 

Rule 5 

Each session shall b~ held at the seat of the Unit~d Nations unless 

another place is designated by the Chairman with the concurrence of the 

Secretary-General. 

Rule 6 

The Secretary-General shall notify the members of the date ar.d place 

of the first meeting of each session. Such notification shall be sent at 

least twenty-one days in advance unless the Chairman shall•otherwise determine. 

Rule 7 

The Commission may decide at any session to adjourn temporarily and with 

the concurrence of the Secretary-General the meetings may be resumed at a 

later date and another place. 
/II. AGENDA 
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II. AGENDA 

Rule 8 

The provisional ae,end.a for eac:1 session shall be drawn up by the 

Secretary~General in consultatio:r. with the Chairman. 

Rule 9 

Subject to the tel"lllS of reference of the Commission th0 pl~ovisional 

a;:_enda shall include items: 

(a) proposed by the Commission at a :previous mcetins; 

(b) proposed by any llember of tl.e United Nations whethe:.~ :;t1ch 

Hember is represented on tl\-:;:. Commission or not; 

(c) proposed by the General .1\ssembly, the Economic and Soc::t..l 

Co1..mcil, the Sect'-:L'i ty Counc:n, the Trt~steeship Council, o:..· 1y 

a. specj_alized ae,oncy; 

(d) proposed by a Sub-COiillllissicn of the Conunission; 

(e) or reports which the Chail·man or the Secretery-Gene~:e.J. 

deems necessary to put. before the Cormnission. 

Rule 10 

The notice sUlllllloninc each session and the provisional ac,enc~:::. rl,nll 

be sent to members of the Commission, to all Members of the United ro.tions 

and to the specialized aeencies. 

Rule 11 

The first item on the proyisional asenda of ar~ session of the 

Commission shall be the adoption of the a~enda. 

Rule 12 

'l'he Commission may decide to revise the agenda and. tnay acco~.d ~)l~iority 
I 

to certain items. !f the session has been summoned in accordance with 

Rule 3 or 4, prio~ity snall be civen to ·those items which huve occ~sioned 
' ' 

the session •. 
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I II • Mftlvffil!.."'RS f. NJ) ADVISERS 

Rule 13 

Each member of the Collll!lissio:t may 1>e accompanied by such advisers 

as he Il'.liY require. 

:Rule llJ.. 

Should a member fail to attend tva consecutive sessionG, U1at fuct 

shall be reported by the Se9retary-General to the Economic and. Social 

Council, in order that th~ Council shall consider whether he shall bo 

replaced. 

IV. 03t'r'ICERS 

Rt\lo 15 

The Commiasion shall at its fir~t ~eeting in eaQ~ year elect a 

Chairman and a Vice-Chalrnwn from a"!long its members. At any meeting it 

maj elect a member of the Commiesicn t~ serve as Rapporteur. 

Rule 16 

The Chairman and Vi'ce ... Chairman shall hold office until their successors 

are elected and shall be eligible for re-election. The term of office of the 

P.ap~orteur shall be determined at the time of his election. 

Rule 17 

If the Chair.man is absent from a meeting or any part thereof, the 

Vice-Chairman shall preside. 

Rule 18 

If the Cha~rman ceases to be a member of the Commission.or is 

incapacitated, the Vice•Chairma,n shall serve for t~e unexpired term. If 

the V1ce-ChP.1rman ceases to be a member of the Commission or is 

incapacitated, the Cotron.i·ssion shall select another Chairman to fill the 

unexpired term. 

Rule 19 

The Vice•Che.irman actina as Chairman aha11 have the same powers and. 

duties ·as the Chaiuaan. 
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V. COMMITTE1~S OF TEE COMMISSION 

Rulv 20 
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At eact nession the Corrm.iosicn n:ay- set. up such committees as it 

deemo nocsssar~r and refer to them any q>J.estions on the agcnd.o. for stu:l.;y 

and. repo::t. Such coJ.r.rnitGces > ccmpcred of members of the Comni.ss·! on .. 

lr.a:." vritlc the concurrence o:.f the i:k:CJ.'etar;r-General b'J authorjzed. to ::.-i.t 

vhile the Corum5 ssion is not ir. ec;ociqn. 

VI. JOINT MEETINGS i·fiTI:t OTE.h:li COMMISSIGNS OF TEE COUriCIL 

Bule 21 

c,f tbe Council in order to ccnsider rr.~tters of cm.mon interout, If ·,h," 

othE;r Co:r;mission af~rees, the bro Chai:nl"JJ!)ll shall with tte cor:.cv.rrJnce ol' 

acsnd.a v7 the jotnt n:.ccting. The Chairman of the jot;nt me?l:.lnJ; shall ::e 

the Chtd.rmnn of' the Comn"isc!on which proposed the joint n:c;etjng. 

VJ:I. S:t<.;C~TARIAT 

Rule 22 

Th::' Secretary-General shall a._~t Jn ·that capa.Jity in all moet.Ln:._;s ·)f 

Rule 23 

The Secl·etary··General shall provide Emd direct the sta£'i' req_~i.rccl b:y 

the. Coo.m.ission) its co:rr..mittees ano. such subsid'ary bodies as may be 

e~cabl' shed by it. 

Rule 24 

The Secreta:r:y-Qeneral shall be responsible for keepir...g ·t;he members 

of the Comission mformed of any q_uestions which may l'e b1·ought bAfore 

it .t:'o:r consideration. 

Rule 25 

The Secretary -Gene1·a1 or his deputy may at any tirrl!3 moke f::U:her 

oral or vrrittcn statements concerning any q_uestion under ,consj.deration. 

/Rule 26 
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Rule 26 

The Secretary-General shall be resp::msibl8 for all the necessary 

arrangements for ~eetinga of the Corrlllission, its corr.mittees, sub-

co1r:miss ions ar...d other su1)sid.iary bo(lies. 

VIII. LA!TGUAGES 

Rule 27 

Chinese, English, French, Russi::m. and Bp:mish shall be the official 

laneunc;es, an<l English and J!'re-nch the work:ing la...'1gUa8es of the CommiEs ion, 

Rt:le 28 

Speeches mace in either of thEt working lal1JUS£:GS shall be interpreted 

lnto the other worktng langu£tgo. 

Rule 29 

Breeches made in 1'1Dj o'thttr of the three ofdc::Jal lanGuaees shEtll 

be interpreted into both vrorking lt-:m._,tlaces. 

r:.,_le 30 

Any member ma;y make a SJ:•eech in a 1an:::1.1JJ,ge c,ther than the official 

.lancuabes. In this case he shall himself provide for interpretation into 

one of the working laneuae:;es. Interpretction jnto tho other -vrork-rnc 

lancuage b;y en interpreter of th~ SecretarJat In'\Y be baced on the 

inter:pretativn given in the first working lanc;unge. 

Rule 31 

Summary records shall be drawn up in the workine languat.,es. A 

translation of the whol~ ur -part of any 8'Jll"Jna:t'Y record into any of the 

/other 
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other official lanGua::;es shall l)e ft1rnished if requested by any 

member. 

Rule 32 

_~11 resolutions, recammendationJ and other formal decisions of 

the Commission shall be mane available in the official laneuaces. 

IX. VOTING 

Rule 33 

Each member of the Commission shall have one vote, 

Rule 34 

Decisions of the Commission al~e.ll be made b~r a majority of' the 

members present and voting. 

Rule 35 

Tl1e Commission shall nO!'lllally vote b~r show· of hands except that any 

member may request a roll call. 

Rule 36 

The vote of each m~mber participating in any roll cr:.ll shall be 

inserted in the record. 

Rule 37 

On decisions relatinc to individuals, a secret ballot shall be 

taken. 

Rule 38 

1fuen one person or member only is to be elected and no candidate 

obtatns in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall 

be tak~n, confined to the two candidates obtaining the larGest number of 

votes. If in t4e ~econd ballot the votes are equally divided1 the 

Chairman shall decide between the candidates by dre.wine lots. 

Rule 39 

:·fuen tvo or :more elective places are to be filled at one time under 

the se~e conditions, those candidates obtaininc in the first ballot the 

/rte.jori ty 
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majority required shall be elected, If the number of candidates obtaining 

such a majority is. leas than the num"ber of persons or members to be elected, 

there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting 

being restricted to.the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes 

in the first place, the number of candidates being not more than twice as 

many as the places remaining to be filled. 

Rule 40 

If a vote is equally divided oniLa.tters other thr.;n elections, a 

second vote shall be taken at the next x,neeting. If this vote also results 

in equality, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

X. PV13LICTTY OF MEETINGS 

Rule ltl 

The meetings of the Commteaion eha~l be held in public unless the 

Corr~ission decides otherwise. 

Rule 42 

At the close of each private meeting, the Commission may :i.ssue 

a corr~unique thr~ugh the Secretary-General. 

XI. RECOP.LS AND R"EPORTS 

Rule 43 

Summary records of the meetings cf the Corr~~ission, its committees, 

its subMcommissions and subsidiary bodies shall be kept by the Secretariat. 

They shall be sent as .soon. as possible to all members participating in 

the meetings, who shall inform. the Secretariat not later than twenty-four 

hours after t~~ ciroula~ton of the summary record, of any changes they 

wish to have made. Summary records of public meetings shall be sent as 
' ' ~ . ' ' 

soon as possible a~ter the c1ose of the session to all Members of the 

t~ited Nations and to the specialized agencies. 

Rule 44 

The CommisEJion shall :r;-epart to the Economic and Social Council on 

the work,of .eaqh aeseion. 

/Thie report 
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This report shall be presented to. the Council by the Chairman of the 

Commission LOr by a Rapporteur, or.both, ee .the Commission may 

decide~7 

Rule 45 

As soon as possible the text of all reports, resolutions, recaffimendations 

and other formal decisions adopted by the Co!llilliss1on, its committees, 

sub-commissions end subsidiary bodies, shall be communicated by the 

Secretary-General to the members of the Commission, and as soon as 

possible after the end of the session to all Members of the United Nations 

and to the specialized agencies. 

Rule 46 

The summary records and relevant documents of private meetings of 

the Commission, its committees, aub·cammissions and subsidiary bodies, 

shall be distributed to the Members of the United Nations if the 

Commission so decides. 

XII. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Rule 47 

A m.ajori ty of the members of the Commission shell constitute a quorum. 

Rule 48 

In addition to exe~cising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere 

by these rules, the Chairman shall decl~re the opening and closing of 

each meeting of the Commission, shall direct the diecuesion, ensure 

observance of these rules, and shell accord the righ~ to speak, put 

questions and announce the decision. 

Ru.le 49 

During the dieoueeion of any matter, a member may rise to a point 

of order, and the point of order shall be 1~diately decided by the 

Chairmen in accordanpe with the rules of procedure. 

·' \ \ 
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of the debate, An;[ such motion shall hav~ priority 1n: the det>a te. In 

addition to the proposer of the moti~n, one memper may speak in favour cf 

and one against the motion, 

Rule ·51 

The. Commission rr~y limit the time allowed to each speaker, 

Rule 52 

A ruembe~ ~ay at any ti~ move the closure o;. the decate w~ether or 

not any otlmr member has. s:Lgnified ,his wish to speak. If application is 

made for permission to speak against the closure it may be acoorded to 

not mor9 than two speakers. 

R14-le 53 

The Chairuan shall take the sense of the Commission on a ~ticn for 

closure. If the Commission ie in favour of the closure, the Chairmn 

shall doclare the closure of the d9b~tG, 

R1le 54 

Parts of a pro~osal may be voted on separately if a member reQuests 

that the proposal be divided. 

Rule 55 

If two or more amendm0nts are moved to a prop0sal the Commissicn 

shall first vote en the amendment furthest removed in substance from tt.e 

original pro}osal end then on the amendment next furthest removed and s~ 

on until all the amendments have been,put to the vote. 

Rl:Ue 56 

When an amendment revises, adds to or deletes from, a proposal, the 

arrsndment shall be voted on first, and if it is adopted, the amended 

proposal shall the~ be voted on. 

XIII. SUB .. CqMM;LSSIONS 

·Rule _57 

To the extent directed or authorized by the Economic and Soo1al 

Council, the Oomi1Jias1on shall, set U,i> ~uch subl"'co~s.sions as. may be 

reqUired ~~r the perforwance of its functions, an~ shall define the 

/pavers 
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powers and composition of each of them. 

R<le 58 

Unles8 otherwise decided by the Corn:miGsion_. e<:..ch sub -commh<>i:m 

shall eloct its ovm offic0rs and ·_tdopt its o;m rules of procedure. 

Rulo 5? 

The rules of procedure of the Commisnion 0lk\ll ::t.pply to the 

proceedinJ.J of sub-comraissions <.:nd subsidiary 'Jodies until ~.hoy o.dop ~ 

their ovm rule::; of procedure. 

F>.tle 60 

'\-\Then the ro}.)Ort o:::' a ;JUb-cornmiscion is under conoideration, the 

Commission may invite the cht.lir:m.an of the nub-commlss:!.on, or a pernon 

desicnated in acco;.~dcmce vith the 'rules of }?:.'oc'-dure of the :::ub-cornral .. osion, 

to pc.:~ticipate withont vote in "v:he dtl:ftm.();li!!ion yf the report. 

Ru.le 61 

Th::; Corurnicsion ma;r, when appropriate, hold a ,j:;int meetinc; 11i th 

one or ~ore of its cub-commiseionc. 

XIV. .A.HEliDJYC:IUS AIID SUSPEl\lSIO!I"S 

Rl.l0 07~ 

k1.y of those rule8 mat be runcnd.ed or suspended by the Cow.w.isaion 

provided the propcoed c:mendmeEts or GUs pensions nro consistent vri th 

a:p:plicc..ble decision3 of the Economic and ,Jocio.l Cov.ncil. 

Rule 63 

A rule of :procedure ll1';1y be 8US:pend.ed. or :::mended by the Coram.::. ssion 

:provided that a "vvrent~r-four hours 1 l).otice of the :proposal for the 

suspension hus been Jiven. The notice may be v::dvod if no member objects. 
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