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(Memorandum by the Seewetariat circulated for

discussion unde® I%em 3 of the Provisional
Agenda of the Sestistical Commission.)

1. The suggested rules of proosfude for the Statistical Commission have
been drafted to agree so far as possible with the rules of procedvre uced
by the Economic and Social Coumeil itself.

2. Provisional rules of procedurs similar to those suggested in this
memorandum are being circulated o eansideration by other Commissions since
it is desireble that as far as possible all Ccmmissions should have the

same rules of procedure. The Statistical Commission itself iz asked to
decide what rules of procedure it wiches to have. It is sugzested, hovever,
that any amendments which the Statistical Commission desires to make in the
wrovisional rules of procedure set out in this memorandum should be held
over until the second session with instructions to the Secretariat to
collate and compare them with any amendment which may be proposed by other

Commissions,
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PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE
STATISTICAL COMMISSION
I. CESSIONS
Rule 1
The Cummission shall hold at least one sescion a year.
Bale 2
Unlessg the Qommission hag dacided otherwise at the preceding session
the dats of each session shall be fixed by the Chairmen with the concurrence
of the Secretary-General.
Rule 3
A sescion of the Commisslon sholl also be held within thirty days
of the request thereof;
(i) by the Economic and Socisl Council;
(11) by a majority of its members, with the coﬁcurrence of the
Secretary-General.
Rule &4
The Chalrman of the Commission, with the concurrence of the
Sscretary-General, mey also call a session of the Commlission and fix the
dete thereof.
Rule 5
Each session shall bs held at the seat of the United Nations unless
another place is designated by the Chalrman with the concurrence of the
Secretary-General.
Rﬁle 6
The Secretary-General shall notify the members of the date ard place
of the first meeting of each session. Such notification shall be sent at
lsast twenty-one days in advance unless the Chairmen shalls otherwise detgrmine.
Ruls 7
The Commigsion may decide at ary session to adjourn temporarily and with
the concurrence of the Secretary-General the meetings may be resumed at a
latsr date and another place.

/II. AGENDA
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II. AGENDA
Rule 8
The provisionel agenda for eacl: seesion shall be drawn up by the
Secretary-General in congultation with the Chairman.
Rule 9
Subject to the teims of reference of the Commission the nrovisional
asenda ghall include items:
{a) proposed by the Commission at a previous meeting;
(b) proposed by any liember of tlLe United Netions whether .uch
Member is represented on th@ Commission or not;
(c¢) proposed by the General issembly, the Economic end Soclil
Council, the Security Council, the Trusteeship Council, ov Ly
8. specialiéed apency;
(d) proposed by a Sub-Commissicn of the Commission;
(e) or reports which the Chairmen or the Secretary-General
deems necessary to put before the Commission.
Rule 10
The notice summcning each session and the provisional acenda ghall
be sent to members of the Commission, to all Members of the Unitced I'atlons
and to the speclalized agencies.
Rule 11
The first item on the provisional agenda of ary session of the
Commission shall be the adOptign of the agenda.
Rule 12
The Commigsion mesy decide to revise the agenda and may acco.d wriority
to certein iltems, If the ses;ion hag been summoned in accordance with
Rule 3 or 4, priority shall bé given‘to'thoae‘ltems which have occasloned

the session.
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ITTI. MEMBERS /ND ADVISERS
Rule 13
Each member of the Commigsion may be accompanied by such advisers
ag he may require,
Rule 1k
Should a member fall to attend two consecutlve sessions, Wint fuct
shall be reported by the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social
Council, in order that the Council shall consiéer whether he shall be
replaced.
IV, OFyICERS
Rvele 15
The Commisgion shall at its first meeting in eack year elect a
Chairman and a Vice~Chalmmen from esmong its members. At any meoeting it
may elect a member of the Commicsicn to serve as Rapporteur.
Rule 16
The Chairman and Vice-~Chajrman shall hold office until thelr successors
are elected and shall be eligible for re~glection. The term of office of the
Papporteur shall be determined at the time of his elsction.
Rule 17
If the Chairman 1s absent from a meeting or any part thereof, the
Vice~Chairman shall preside.
Rule 18
If the Chajrman ceases to be a member of the Commission.or is
incapacitatéd, the Vice-Chalrmen shall serve for the unexpired term. If
the Vice~Chairman ceases %o be a member of the Commission or is
incapacitated, the Commission shall select another Chairman to f1l1l the
unexpired term. -
Ruls i9
The Yice-Chairman acting as Chairmen shall have the same powers and
duties ‘as the Chairman.
/V. COMMITTEES
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V. COMMITTEES COF TEER COMMISSION
Rule 20
At eack gession the Cormission may set up such committees as it
deems nccossary and refer tc them any questions on the agenda for study
and report. Such commititces, ccmporsd of members of the Commission,
ray with the concurrence of tiw Bocretary-General bs authorlized to oit
while the Cconmission is not ik ecgcion,
VI, JOINT MEETINGS WITH OTHER COMMISSICNS OF THE COUNCIL
Rule 21
The Cormission may proposs & Joint meating with any othey Commicelon
of the Ccuncil in order %o ¢engider matters of ccrmon interecst, If <he
other Cormission agrees, the two Chalymen shall with the corcurrancs of
the Secreilary-General decide wpon the time, the place and the provisianal
apenda of the joint meeting. The Chalrmen of the Joint mesting shall te
the Chairman of the Commiscion which proposed the Joint meebing,
VII, SeCRETARIAT
Rule 22
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetuings of
the Coms.ssion, He may authorirze a deputy to act in uhis place at me:.ings
of the Copmicslon,
Rule 23
The Secretary-General shall provide snd direct the stal? required by
the Copmission, its committees and such subsid’ary bodles as may be
established by it.
Rule 2k
The Secretary-General shéll be responsible for Keeping the menbers
cof the Comission iﬁformed of any dusstions which may be brought before
it Jor consideration.
Rule 25
The Secretary-General or his deputy may at any times make sither
oral or written statements concerning any qpestion under  consideration.

/Rule 26
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Rule 26
The Secrstsryy-General shall be responaible for a1l the necsssary
arrangements for meetings of the Cormission, its cormittees, sub-
commissions and other subsidiary bodies.

VIII. IANGUAGES

Chinese, English, French, kussian and Spenish ghall be the official
languages, and English and French the working langveges of the Commiesion,
Rule 26
Speeches made in either of the working lanzuages shall be interpreted
into the othef working langusge.
ﬁule 29
Syeeches made in eny other of the three olvicial languapes shall
be interpreted into both working lan_uages,
Ile 30
Any member may make a speech in a lan-unge other than the official
iangua,es. In this case he shall himself provide for interpretation into
cne of the working languages. Interpretction into the other work’ng
lenguage by e¢n interpreter of the Secretariat may be baced on the
interpretation given in the first working language.
Rule 31
Summary records shall be drawn up in the working languages. A

trenglation of the whole or part of any summary record into any of the

/other
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other official lanpguazes shall be Turnished if reguested by any
member,
Rule 32
L1l rescluticns, recommendations and other formal decisions of
the Commission shall be mede available in the official languages.
IX, VOTING
Rule 33
Each member of the Commission shall have one vote,
Rule 34
Decisions of the Commission siell be made by a majority of the
members present and voting,
‘Rule 35
The Commission shall normally vote by show of hands except thet any
member may request a roll call,
Rule 36
The vote of each member participating in any roll call shall be
inserted in the record, ’
Rule 37
On decisions relating to individuals, a secret ballot shall be
taken,
Rule 38
tVhen one person or member only is to be elected and no candidate
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall
be taken, confined to‘the two candidates obtalning the largest number of
votes, If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, the
Chairman shall decide between the candidates by drewing lots,
Rule 39
“hen two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under’
the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot the

[ jority
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maJority required ghall be elected, If the numberyof candidates obtaining
such a majority is less than the numbter of persons or members to be elected,
there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting
being reetricted to the candidates oblaining the greatest number of votes
in the first place, the number of candidates being not more than twice as
many as the places remaiﬁing to e filled.
Rule L0 |
If a vote is equally divided on matters other then electioms, a
second vote shall be taken at the next meeting, If this vofe also results
in equality, the propcosal shall be regarded as rejected,
X. PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS
Ruls M1
The meetings of the Compfgaion eshall be held in public unless the
Commission decides otherwise,
Rule 42
At the close of sach private meeting, the Commission may issue
a communique through the Secretary-General.
XI. KECCEIS AND REPORTS
Rule 43
Summary records of the meetings cf the Commission, its commiﬁtees,
its sub~commissions and subsidiary bodies shall be kept by the Secretariat,
They shall be sent as soon as possible to all members participating in
the meetings, who shall inform the Secretariat not latef than twenty-four
hours after the circulation of the summary record, of any changes they
wigh to have made, Summagy records of public meetiﬁgs shall be gent as
soon as pogsible after the close of the session tovall Members of the
United Nations and to the specialized agencles.
Rule Uk
The Commisgion shall report to’the Economic and Social:Council on
the work of each session,

/This report
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This report shall be presented to the Councll by the Chairman of the
Commission [3& by a Rapporteur, or both, es the Commission may
decide,/

Rule 45

As soon as posslble the text of all reports, resolutions, recommendations
and other formal declsions adeopted by the Commission, lts comitiees,
sub-cormissions end subsidlery dbodies, shall be communicated by the
Secrotary-General to the mewbers of the Commission, and as soon as
possible after the end of the session to all Members of the Unlted Netions
and to the apeclalized agencies,

Rule 46

The summary records and relevant documente cf pirivate meetings of
the Commission, its committees, sub-commiazsions and subsidisry bodles,
shall Ye distributed to the Members of the United Nations 1f the
Commission so decldes,

XTI, CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
Rule 47

A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum,

| Rule L8

In addition to‘exercising the powers conferred upon him elgewhere
by these rules, the Chalrman shall declare the opening and closing of
each meeting of the Commission, shall direct the discussion, ensure
observance of these rules, and shell eccord the right to speak, put
questions and announce the declsion.

Rule 49

During the discussion of any mﬁtter, e member may rise to & point
of order; end the point of order shall be immediately decided by the
Chairmen in eccordence with the rules of procedure.

Ruls 50

During the disoussioh of any matter, & meﬁber may move the edjournment

fof the
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of the debate. 'Any such motion shall have Priority ig the debate, In
addition to the prowoser of the motion,lone wenper may speak in favour ¢f
and one against the motion.
Rule .51
The Commlssion may limit the time allowed to each speaker,
Rule 52
A mewber ray at any time move the closure o the detate whether or
not any other member has signified his wish to speak. if application is
made for permission to speak against the closure it may be accorded to
not mors than two speakers.
Rule 53
The Chairman shall take the sense of the Commission on a motion for
closure, If the Commission is in favour of the closure, the Chairman
shali declare the closure of the dsbata,
Rule 54
Parts of a proposal may be voted on separately 1f a member requests
that the yroposal be divided.
Rule 55
If two or more amendments are moved to & propnsal the Commisslcn
shall flrst vote cn the amendwent furthest removed in substance from tle
original prososal end then on the amendment next furthest removed and so
on until all the amendments have been put to the vote,
Rule 56
When en amendment revises, adds to or deletes from, & proposal, the
amendment shall be voted on first, and if it is adopted, the amended
proposal shall then be voted on.
XIIT. OSUB-COMMISSICNS
"Rule 5T
To the extent directed or authorized by the Econoumic and Soclal
Council, thé Commission shall set up such subrcommissions as. may be
required for the performance of its functlonms, and shall define the

/povers



E/CN.3/14
Page 11

povers and composition of each of them,

Rale 58

Unlesa otherwise decided by the Commission, each sub-commicsion

shall eloet its own officers and wdopt 1t

3

own rules of procedure.

Ruls 52

i

11l apply to the
proceedings of sub-commissions and subsidiary bodles until they adopt
their own rules of procedure.

The rules of procedure of the Commission sho

When the report of a cub-commiscion is under consideration, the

Commicsion may invite the chairman of the sub-commlssion, or a person
designated in accoprdance with the rules of prociudure of the sub-commission,
e without vote in ‘he dlscuasion of the report.

Rule &1

Ths Commiscsion may, when appropri

ey e

ate, hold a jcint mesting
one or nore of its sub-cormiseions,

XIv, AMENDMONTS AID SUSFENSIONS

Ruls 0P
Any of the

0

ge rules may be amended or suspend

e

d by the Commission
provided the provncsed smendments or suspensions orce consistent with

el

appliceble decisions of the Lconcemic and Social Council.

Ruls 53

A rule of procedure may be sugpended or cmended by the Commission

provided that a twenty-Tour hours' notice of the proposal for the
suspension has been ziven.

The noﬁice may be walved if no member objects,

e - -





