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~NOUNCEMENTS 

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE~ SECRETARY, ECA 

Mr. Fmnoois N'Uba-N'Guimbous of Cameroun has 
joined the Secretariat of the Economic Commission for 
Af11ica as DepUJty Exoouti,ve Se~etatry. In addition to act
ing O!lli behalf of the Executive SeCJCetary when requi,fed, 
Mr. N'Liba will be ,responsible for the African pevelop-
ment Bank Pro}ect, trade and monetary problems, and 
will be the liaison offioer with OAMCE and CCTA He 
may a1so undertake specia~ missions at the direction of the 
Executive Secretary. . · · . . I 

. . Prior to· joirui·:rug ECA, Mr. N'Liba was the Director
Genera[ o(the. Camer01u:n Dev1elopment Brunk. Earlier he 
was responsibk for acoounting oontroiJ.s at the administra
tion of ditrect taxes at Douala, 1952-53, and was Head of 
Missions and DiTector. of the Centrad Branch of the "Credit 
du Camemun?' at Yaounde, 1957-60. 

SPECIAL A-SSISTANT TO EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY, ECA 
· Mr. Almamy SyHa ·of Mali ha'S a!lso joined the 
Secretariat· rece.nt~y as Secretary to the Commission and 
.Special Assistant to the Execut~ve Secretary. He will be 
responsihJ.e for Commission affai!l"s, connerence,s and meet
ings. He wiill 'ail'so have special assigniments in Frooch 
speakiill'g African countries, ood wi~l be the genea:'lal po~nt 
of contact with the Or.ganization for Allrican Urui:ty. 

NEW REGIONAL STATISTICAL ADVISER 

· · Mil". J. Causs'e of Fmnce ha.S joined the ECA statis
_ticaJ advisory service as a regional adviser specializing in 
sample su!l"v•eys. He takes the place of Mr.· G. Jaco-bsson 
who has now returned <to Sweden. . 
· . · Mr. Causse has a wade experience of survey work in 

_the French speaking cowiltries of West Af:nica and played 

an impo!l"tant part in the adaptation of sll!l"Vey methodoJogy 
to African conditions. He has just completed a two year 
assignment as Ditrector of Studies at the R:abat Statistical 
Institute which he helped to es·tablish and which is now 
a permanent . trai!llling institJUtion providing courses at the 
Professionall~vel. He. has also taken part in a number of 
other training projec-ts, including the training centre in 
agricultural stJatistics at BingerviUe in 1957 and the one 
dealing with household budget surveys at Libreville in 
1961. ' 

Ini~tialJy. Mr. Causse willl be stationed m Tangiers, 
Morocco a!llid he has already emba:rked on a program of 
work in Tuni-s~a. Algeria and Morocco. It is .hoped that, 
before long, it wiiJJI be possible to extend hils wo:rk so that 
~is oorvire~ may be made avali.lable to other French speak-
mg cotmtpes. . -

SECOND REGIONAL STATISTICAL ADVISER 
(AGRICULTURE) 

The Food and Agr:icultUil"e 0l'ganization of rthe United 
NatioJJIS has announced the appointment of a second 
RegiomJ StatJi,stioal Adviser for Afll"ica, Prof. S. Krasovec 
of YugosLawa. Prior to thi,s appointme:nJt Prof. Krasovec 
served as Dea111 of the Facuilty of Economias tin Ljubljana 
(~ugoslavia). He has- ·also serv'ed fo:r many years as 
D1-recrtor-Gel1!eiral of the Federall Stat~stical Office in Yugo
shwia. 

Piof. Kra~ovec wilil be stationed in Addis Ababa 
whe~e he will joi111 the FAO team of speci,wlists in Agri~ 
cultural stati~t1cs, nameay the FAO Re~on:al Statistician 
fOtr Africa, Mr. S. Maz;U!lildar and the other F AO Regional 
St:artisticail. Advitser, Prof. J.B. Simaika. 

In· his new post Prof. Krasovec whll visit different 
countr~es to provide assistance in drawing· up long-term 
programmes foil" the development of agricudtural sltatJistics, 

Issue Number 12 of "The Statistical Newsletter" should have.appea~ed in October 
1963. ·It was unduly delayed due .to the preoccupation of the Secretariat with the 
Third Conference of African Statisticians and· printing difficulties. Nos. 12 and 13 
are now being issued (lS a combined iss.ue . and carry detailed reports on the 
proceedings of the Third !Conference of African Statisticians. 



in establishiiillg a sound system of oolleoting curn~nt agri -. 
cuhwral 1Stat~stics tlrrough approprite censuses and surveys, · 
in conducting pilot agriculitural surveys for evolvilllg tech
niques best suited to the local conditions; and run the trann
~ng of nationa~ personnel ~or carryilllJg out statistical 
sllirVeys. 

SIXTH SESSION OF ECA 

The sixth :annual session of the Economic Commis
sion fm Afrilca ~s scheduled to open in Addis Ababa on 
19 February 1964 and wi!ll lwst tiU 3 March. The provi
swnal agenda includes discussion of the following items : 
possibi:liiiti•es of an Af•rican common maJTket; pro~ress made 
in the establishment of an African Development Bank; 
the activ1tiles of >the African lns1Jitute for Economic De
velopment and Planning; industrialization; aoo training 
activities. Amongst various documents presented by the 

Secretariat, delegates to the sess.ion will revi·ew the report 
of the Thi·rd Conference of Afnican StaHsticians and win 
consider its :reoomrnendat~o!llls for the futwe work pro
gramme of the Commi·ssion in the fi·eld of statistics. 

SUB-REGIONAL OFFICES 

Two Swb-regiDnal o£f.ioes of ECA hav~~ been estab
l]shed, one [n Trungi,ers for North Africa and the other in 
Niamey for West Africa. A field office has also been set 
up at Lusaka for Central and East Afnica. 

Until the end of 1964, the Sub-Region2~l offices will 
be primarily of a liaison character between Headquarters 
wnd the countries in the Sub-reg1on. The Lus1tka office has 
been given somewhat broader ['espons1biliti,es, partly ail'ising 
from ltihe special drcumstances of the Sub-11region during 
the movement of certain countr:~es to ~ndependooce, and 
partly to oarry out •studies in Ievds of Illivilng.. . · 

ECA ACTIVITIES 

THE THIRD· CONFERENCE 

"Our contine:rut has rin the past suffiered from lack of 
information and knowledge ·about it,se1f. Whatever inform
ation was available was oft.enlimited to areas of particulrur 
interest to outs~ders, while the bulk of the mformrution and 
research in the fie·lds of Afrllican his.tory social 1ife (natural 
wealth and human po•tential) il'emains untapped awaiting 
the· timely effort and diiligenoe of Afrcian students and 
speciahsts from a'1l over the continent. We have to engage 
ourselves in the task of Af,rican datscov·ery, and our work 
in this con£ei1ence is but a part of that gmat task". 

The words ane ,those · of H.E. Lij Endailkachew 
Malmnnen; Minister of Commerce 1and Industry in the 
Imperial Ethiopian Government. He was welcoming the 
delegates to the Third Conference of Aflfican Stati1sticians 
which was held in Add~s Ababa from 2 tlo 11 October, 
1963. For.ty~o representatives f,rom - 23 Member and 
Associate Member countries of the Eoonomic Commission 
for Afrioa attended. the Coi11fer,enoe, besides rrepresenta;1lives 
of the United Nations Statilstioal Offke and of FAO, ILO, 
UNESCO and. WHO. The Un~ted State.s of America,. the 
USSR, the European Economic Community, the OAMCE 
and the UDE wer·e also priesent. · 

The Conference was parti:cularly •noted for . the pre
sence of a Iarrge body of Afmcan Stati:sticians, replacin•g 
in many cases nahona[s of former metropoLi·tran powers 
who had ~ed se¥eral dclegatti:ons wt the two earlier Confe.r
ences iJn 1959 and 1961. 

The unail1wous election of the Chi~ d~J:egate fmm 
Ethi10pia (whi·ch did not even have a Central Statistical 
Office t~ll eady in 1960) .a~ chairman b:rought irnto focus 
the oata:l)'ltlic rote of this Conf•enenoe in ithe promotion and 
development of Statistllical Services in African countries. 
Ato Habtu Eshete .discha!Tged the functions of this high 
office very creditably indeed. He was ably arss~sted by 
Messrs. G.E. Tandoh (Ghana) •and Chadli T,aritfa (Tumsia) 
who :were releoted vice-chairmen. . . 

The. stimulus prov,iJded by rthe Corn.eiJe11JCe towa•rds 
expans.ion and .improvement of statistical .activities in the 
region was e¥en mme c1e~rly creflected in the op,ening s'ta·te
ments of the various deilegattio:rus in whicih they summaJTized 
.1Jhe pmgre's's achieved in .theitr sta·tiistica1 serviloes. Long
term programme.s of statistiCal deve16pmen;t which many 
countr[,es had established folrlowing recommendlttions by 
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the First a:nd Second Conference a!Te being succsesfully 
impleme!lllted. _Several population,· agil1icu1tumf and manu
:tiactwmg censuses have been conducted and others are 
p1anned in the near . future. The developmeil1t of sample 
smyey:s in various f,~elds, particula·rly agricultural and 
family living sury•eys, was reported by aJmost all countries. 
Some countries des•cribed the work done irrit the field of 
mtt11onal accounts. and !11eported. major strides ~n the weat
ment of priblric sectm · accouruts~ · Co,nsiderah1e attention is 
also being paid to the improvement arid dirV'eTisif~cation of 
current statistics, e.speciaUy foreign rtmde statistics, baJance 
of payments, current 'pvoduction, cost of liiVing and price 
data and social statistics. · · 

Another welcome development, sinoe the last Confer
ence, repmted by same countrie1s rdated to the opening 
of ·sub-offices to 1asslirs:t central stati,stioal ragooci.es in the 
compilation of c~"'nmt staltisti,cs and fileld rilnquides. CentJral 
Statistics Offiices in many countries have also succeeded 
irn establishing olos•er linros with t!he other departments 
of the government. This was partlicuLarly •evident in thei.r 
1reJ.atilions wirth the dev,eJopment pia)I1nmg 'agencies. Data 
from the .S1tatistiaal offiices. are betng increasingly sought 
by the administration for .th,e formulation and .implementa
tion of economic ·and socia~ plans. In some countries 
stati,stioal ·offices and planning agencies have. been placed 
111ndeil' one dk·ecti·on. 

Agenda Items 

The Conf,erence hrud befor·e it a heavy agenda which 
inoluded a J'evi·ew of. 'training facilirties for 8tatis.tica1 per
sonnel, reJat1onship . between . s'tati,stkaJl development and 
economic . p1ooning, .popU!lation . statistics, . agmcult:ural 
statistics, labour and indus•trial. · stat1stilos, trade statistics, 
ho~seh0Jd surv·eys, nat1olil!aJ acom1rr~·1Js . and data: proc~sing 
facilities and prob~ems. A r·esume of di'scussion's and re
commendations adopted on some of t:he key items is in
cluded elsewhere in the issue. Interventions of delegations 
were generally well in~ormed and livcl.y, pacrticularly during 
the consideration of the secr-etariat docume111ts on "The 
Revi,s·ed Ust of Bask Stati.stics for Pro~amming Statistical 
Development" (E/CN.l4/CAS.3/9) and the "Report of 
•the Working Group on the Adaptation of the United Na-

. tion.s System of National Accounts for use in Mrica". After 
an extended deba:te on: the merits and shomcomings of the 



. proposed "Intermediate System" r.ecommended in the latter 
document ~the Conference. agreed to the adoptdon of the 
Report for use in experrimenrtaJt:ion an Afuican countries 
and a:s the basis for further study by the Secretariat. 

A complete list of substarntive documents circulated 
to !the Conference is published in this issue. 

Future Programme of Work 

Pursuant to a Q1ecommendrution adopted art the 12th 
session of the UN Startlis'mcal Commission, the Conference 
took a long-tea.m v~ew of 1:he work pr,ogmrmme of the 
ECA soorertJar1at in the field of startilstios. In f0111Iflulating 
their proposaJJs for the next Hve yOOIIS, rthe delegates took 
iiilito consideration the facilities and resouoces avaiJable to 
rthe Secretariat as wcll as the need 1to restnict demand on 
rtime otf srt!atisticians in the regiron fur 'patrticipation in 
seminars, workiiilig groups rand other regiona1 meetings. 

The Confemnoe, in the first place, endorsed the out
standing and contin'llling projects on the work programme 
of the ECA resultilng from earlier recommendatiom and 
lilllcluding in particular ·the· periodic sub-regional meetings 
of heads of statistical offjces and directors of traJining 
centres; the jomt ECE/ECA study rom on relraJtions of 
statistics to .PlanJlling scheduled fo!l" 1964; the seminar on 
hous~ng statistics proposed tfor 1965; the :PLC!Paratdon of 
handbooks on Afrrioan demographic statistics and naJtiO!IlJal 
accouilJts; · a list of technical coefficients fm planming 
pUirposes, ·and a manual on· h,o'lllsehold surveys. The Con
ference, in addition; !l"eoommended the expansion of exisrt
ing t!l"ain:iiJJJg faciHtiJes as ou1illined elsewhere ilil this issue; 
appoillltment rod' th!l"ee additional Regional Statistical Ad
viseJJS; preparatiQill of a report on expooienoe of African 
ooun:tries in industrliaJ census'es and enquir1es; revision of 
a s~iJ.a!l" reporr:t on population. oensuses submitted to the 
Confelfence; PfC!Para:tion of a study on demographic in
quia::i:es and a methodoJo~cal mam:U!al on analy:sirs of food 
c0il11Sumption SUJrveys. The Conference also proposred a 
number of Seminars and expert working g!l"OllpiS in the 
fo11Qwing sequence: (1) worlcing group on IlJaltional ac, 
counlts; (2) working group of statisticians and planners with 
the object of exploring fru11ther .tJhe questi'on of developing · 
srtartistica[ orgalllJizations and prog:nammes to meet plan
ning requi!l"emenlts; (3) seminar on :r;etrospective· sample 
sllif¥eys of vJrtaJ · evrenrts and .related demogra1phic data; 
(4) ~emin~r on ~abour Sltartistics; (5) workilng group ·on dra.ta 
processillllg p11oiblems; (6) seminar on a~ricultural statisrtrics 
rin co-opelfatiron wd;tJh FAO; (7) seminarr on usre of sampaing 
techniques amorng smaU 1ndustrial esrta:blilshmetlits; (8) wo:rk
ing group on the problems, .methods and techniques. of .. 
covering nomadic population in demog;ra:phic inqruides in 
Afri,ca; (9) s·emi!na!l" on distriibutJi~ statistics, and (10) 
semiitlia,r on national accounlts at current pnioes and price 
indices. 

The 8ecreta!l"ria,t i$ car,e:DuHy review[ng each of these 
projeots and has ah1eady staited investigatioll1ls on a nilmber 
of projects which were assigned high prioltlity in the report 
of the Coill!ference. -

By rand lMge ,the d1scustSions at the Conference were 
characterized by can dour and coifdia:lity and the pa!l"ltici
panrns enjoyed rthe opportunity of renewnig old £rirendsh~ps 
and establi,shing nrew con1taens. The foooth session of the 
Conference of Afiican Srt!a,tistioianrs will be convened some
time in 1965. In the meantime the process of coillSulta
tions . amongst African StartistJicians w.ill conrtiniUe through 
sub-!l"egional meetings of heads of stai1:istircal offices, 
seminars and working groups. 

Statistical development · in relation to economic >planning 

The develo:tmtOOt of ~statistical organizaJtions and pro
grammes in the light of mformation !l"equiremoots for 
plal!l!Iling and other pw:poses was oitlJe of rthe · principal 
ropics considened by the Third Comerence of African 
St!ati·sticians. The impo11t:arnae rotf the subject derives from 
the fact thart the pla:nning aotivilties of govemme.nts have 
proviided a srtrong incentive for the expansion of statistical 
servriaes and there is IJiOW an ll!l"gent need for clarifying borth 
dam 11equiroment's and aprplica;tions. Two papms were con
sidered by rthe Conference, oi!lJe dealing with the ad
ministrative aspiec,tJs of statistioail developme!lllt and the 
othe!l" with teclmioa;l matters. The fo1lowimg 11ema:rks dn
dicare the prmcipal conclustions of the meertdng. 

Whii1e irt wars olea'r that a close liiJJJk should be establish
ed between a natLonal s1atirs1lioal srervioe and the planning 
orrganizatiOill!, ~t WaJS OOniS[delfed necessa!l"y' :to preserve a high 
degme of independence in s~tatdstdcal opemtiooo. This was.
necessary, partly to ensure objectivirty of .the work and 
partly because, ilil plall1lllting i~s ;pr01gramme, a statisti.ca~I 
office would need ro rorreoast the requifi1ements of a number 
of diffel'elllit users of srtaltiistics. The link between planning 
and srtatistics oould ·be ach~eved by plaoing rthe two or
gall1liza1Iiom under the same min~stry 011" by means of a 
planniilllg committee on which rthe' srtatisnieal • se!l"Vice was 
!l"epil"esented and, oo some extent, by arnangilllg inrterchange
abiJity of Sltaff. Trainillng w.a:s also collliSidered limpo!l'tant 
m that staff ooruld be given some knowledge of both fi.elds 
of activ,i·ty. 

In the pa,per deal[itlig with the technical aspects of 
Sltatdsrtical developmeilllt an a:ntempt wrus made to imroduce 
new concepts which aould serve ats a gooe.ml guide to 
ooUilltri1es. The idetaiS presented wer:e ;neces,sarnily of a pre
liwna!l"y na.tUJre al!ld the main objective was to obtain the 
gJU!idance of the Con.fmence for the fmur:e development of 
the wonk. In this conneotillon a oomber of coi!lStructive 
suggestions We!l"e made. 

The11e wars a general feeNng that the ~structure and 
content of S'Uartis1tdcal pro~M.mmes should not be rigidly 
11eLated to national! acoormts requi:remoots .. T:he La,tter were 
a useful method of consolidating muoh statistdcal material, 
bull: to achieve a satisfia!Ctory progmmme of woll1k irt was 
neoessacy to undertake a wide ai!ld detariled examinartion 
of !l"equirements of ru1I types. 

Ill: has beoo sugge.Sited that oollll1itlri:ers might, be .classi
:fiied. in th11ee gmups according to the'ir stage of sil:atistical 
developmenlt. Deleg~ates appreciated the mhlirty of this con
cept, h<llit were unwilling to acc~t it in thre .swple form 
in which it was p11esented because of difficulty in ;rerach~nrg 
satisfactorry deftinrirtions fo!l" the clra,ssidiication and because 
they felt :that rthe arrangement impEed some loss of 
fmedom for ~individual coun1tries in delte!l"mindlng priorities 
for the vacious subjects wirthin thei!l" srtlatisti.cal programmes. 
It was proposed thrall:, as a fii'slt step, i.t wo'lllld be better 
to examine the stages of deveilopmenJI: for each subject in 
some detai!I, leaving countries to deterrmine priorities. 

Another concept whkh attraCted some criticism was 
the grroupilllrg of ,s1ruotural enqudries ai1ounrd 'benchma,rk 
yea:rs' to faciJitate planning afi1angemoots. The advantages 
of such a grouping were olea!l", bm, £rom a practica[ point 
of view it was f.eJt :that i:t oould not be oa,11ried to the 
point where irt would produce an undue f.luctlllaJtion in the 
level ()f statistical activity. The111e wars also the conslidern
tion •that the timing orf strruoturol enquir1e1s would need to 
be to some extent dependent on the useful length· orf lift> 
of the data relating to the various subjects. 



The working paper mc1uded a 1ist of iltems which were 
intended as an indication of the possible content of statis
tical prr:ogrammes. Th~s li:st was ex>amined in detail and 
mamy useiiul observa:tions were made by both the repre
senta:ti.ves of oooow.iJes and the speda1ized ~genoies. 

In general :the di,sous,siJon wws very usdul because, 
rutJhough it CO'Vler·ed a W1de f~cld in a !Shoot time, it did 
give a dea<r acoooot of the attJitude towards &tatisti:oal 
devdopmoot as weill as iiirm guidance on how research 
on r.elated admin~strative and technica[ problems should be 
tackled. This work wi,lJl form one of the most important 
pmjoots of the Statilstias DivrusiJon of the Secretruri~t run the 
iiutme. During 1964 a detailed working pape'l" on the sub
ject w~ll be p!1epared, con:slistiilllg es,sentila11y of a !revision 
amd expansion of the papocs ooiillsidered by the Collifer
oooe. For this wmk it will be necessary to seek the assli.st
anoe of specialized agencies a-s well as to draw on the ex
perience gamed in tlhe oouilltnies. As r·ecommended by the 
Confer,enoe, a meetlling of st~tiSitioilans and economic plan
ners wi.hl be onga'lllized early iJn 1965 amd their principal 
·task wilil be to revise the working pc!!per which will then 
be pr.esented to the F()IUI[th Co!tllf,erence of African St~ti·s
tician:s. Another project ]n th1s f1eld is the pr·eparatioo of 
a manual on hous,eho.Id surveys, whcih will concentrate 
on the app1icatioo of sUJrVey results. 

Data Processing Facilities and Problems 

The Conference di,scussed pnoblems of data process
ing in relation to expanding statistical activities in most 
African countri,es. In view of the faSit aiilld fu'f reaching ad
vance in electronic computers and their use for stati,stica1 
data p;rocessing in other regions ov'er the past decade the 
scope of the discussions was limited to studying the 
po.tential role of sUJch eqUJi:pment in the promotion of 
staJti,stioal development ,j,n AJiriJoa. 

A documoot on "Prospects fot Electmnic Data Pro
cessing <in Afmoa" (E/CN.14/CAS. 3/12) pnepMed by the 
Secretari!at 'summarie:ed the exper~ence of th,e European 
Statistioail Offices in the use of. electronic datra-prooossing 
eqll!ipment over the past five or 'six yea;r:s and also de
scribed the resuJJts of a oose-study which the. Secretariat 
had Uillldoctaken in Ghana. The alim of this cas~e-study was 
to collect informM11on about data-processing requiremelllts 
in ,the Oentra[ Bureau of Statistics as a ty:picaft !represent
ative of .Afniooo StatiSitical Offices, and, ba1sed oiill this ~n
format~on, to investigate whether the workload and ~eneral 
conditions were O[' would be such in 1Jh,e comiilllg yeaxs as 

to justify sea:'ious consideration being given to the intro
duction of EDP :equipme!Tht in Heu of the OC>nNootional 
pulliCh .card equip:me!lllt. The Conferoooe endoa::st>Al the view 
'expressed by the Secretariat th,a,t the reSIUlts of the case-' 
study in Gha111:a had established a .strong cas·e for £urthea.
detai.led and can!ifully plaooed studies by the .Af11.1ican Sta
tistical Offioes lt!o examine the feasibility of introducing EDP 
£or rthe pres.ent .as well as the ll'llticipated workload in the 
future. In this connection the Conference noted with satis
faction ~that a numbex of Statistical Offices iillllthe region -
those 1m, Tuni,sia, Gha!tlla, Madagascar, Ivory Coast, the 
UAR, and the Umon Dou~niere Equatorial- had aLready 
acquimed el.ectroiillic comprutelis or were in the process of 
do!iiillg so. The Cootroll Stat~srtJioail O£Eoes im. MoroCCIO and 
'the Federation of Rhodes~a and NyasaWnd had aCOOSIS to 
the us,e of computoos illl:stal1ed in other govetf!1Nlloot de
partmenros. 

In ordoc ·1Jo oveil1oome dif.ficulties iln the reorulitmoot 
and tJr:aini!tllg of p1wgmmmers and systems analysts, which 
wer:e ment1oned by some delegrutions, it was suggested that 
the ECA should exp~me the pos,slibi'llity of oifgooizmg 
short-te!l"m technioal assista.ooe facilities m this fieild as part 
of ims mgioilllal wvisory servroe. The Oomerertre also ex
pressed dnteil"est in. a study of the problems connected wW1 
oon:tral and "trmJJsferored" data prooes1smg by which s.maJller 
CO'Ullitriies could take oovaiilltage of EDP thl1ough Oille or 
morr:e sub-regional oomputmg centres. 

The Coal!f·eretl!Oe expres1s·ed oo.noem over the de1ays ex
pemOOIOed by many coootries in the troansfer of data from 
onigmal dooumoots to pnnch cards and recommended tha~t 
a .study of 1this problem shouJd form pail"t of ll'llY future 
i~twes1tilga11ions by the Seoretariat on 1lhe sulbjeot of data 
pr10oes.sing. 

The Comerenoe suppocted a :reoomme.ndatlion put 
fo!l"Ward by EthiO)pia that .the ECA should oonvooe a 
Wo['kiing G:110Uip of Expmus a.s soon as possible to review 
the problems of dartia-pnocessing in Afrioan oountnies m
greater detail and ·to dmw U[J a pmgramme of regional 
00-Qpen~tiiOtl ID th~S fi:eld. lt Wa1S suggested by some dele
gatOOns that represen1lait~ves of moollllfaoturers of data pro
cessing equipmenrt: be associated with this Working Group. 
Lt w:as a~so agreed that the oonntm1es whlich had been 
'able to acquilfe electroiillilc oomputerr:s should pnovide the 
Secretariat with detalil1s of equipment, major ailplicatioiils 
and other re.Ievailllt ~information f1J.1om time to liime for 
ciJrcu}ation to other oormtri•eS. either through the oolumns 
of the "Statistioa[ Newsletter" or as dooomentaltiion for 
:the proposed Wodcing Group. 

TRAINING 

. Statistical Training Centres 
The followilllg taibles show the enrolment at each of 

the Stat~stical T,nainiilllg Centres irntiated nr a~ss.1sted by 
tll.e l;:nd,ted Nat~ons in co-openatiolll: with Val!liouiS African. 
countt:ies, .fOir the yeaa.- 1961/62, 1962/63 and 1963/64. 

ACHIMOTA CENTRE 

Number of trainees 
Country 1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 

-::G:-:--ha-n-a------------c:-15 12 15 

N~gen~a 4 8 9 
Liheci'a 4 6 6 
Sie111ra Leone 2 2 1 
Gambia 1 1 

~--~--

Total 25 29 32 

Country 

EthiiOipia 

UAR 

Sudan 

Libya 

Bas'l1to1and. 

Somalia 

ADDIS ABABA CENTRE 

Number of trainees 
1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 

7 7 7 
5 3 3 

4 4 8 

2 3 

1 

2 

Total 19 17 20 



YAOUNDE CENTRE 

Country 

Cameroun 
Congo-Leopoldvillle 
Congo-Bmzzavilile 
Centml Af:Dicoo RepUJblic 
Gabon 
Chad 
Dahomey 
Togo 
Mali. 
;N<iiger 

Total 

Number of trainees 
1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 

6 6 6 
4 6 4 
4 1 9 
3 1 
2 2 1 
1 1 
1 

21 

2 
1 
1 

19 

1 

22 

ABIDJAN CENTRE 

Country 

Ivory Coast 
Ma1i 
Upper Volta 
:Iogo 
Mauri:tania 
Guinea 
Dahomey 

Total 

Number of t11ai.nees 
1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 

4 10 10 
6 4 
3 2 
2 
1 

16 18 
2 3 

16 32 33 

RABAT CENTRE 

Country 1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 
Filrst Second F.irst Seoond Firstl 
year year year year year 

------

Molfocco 22 20 10 10 10 
Tooisia 19 17 2 2 2 
Algeria 13 13 15 
Guiilllea 5 3 2 
Camelfoun 3 3 4 
Malti 1 1 
Congo (Brnzza ville) 1 

ToJtal 41 37 34 32 34 

1 ProvisionaJ figures. 

To·tJal enrollment at t:hese five centres has theTefore 
incmased fmm 122 t:raine.es in the filfst yeM t:o over 170 
dU["i!llJg tthie CIU!I1reilllt yealf. To •this should be added, ·t!O oom
plert:e the pci.ctU11e, anothe!l" 25-30 tra-inees follow,i!llJg iiThst,ruc
tion alt ·the national Sltat!ist~os •tDai.ning opemtions estab
}i,shoo by the Gov·emmerr11ts of Nigeria a~IJJd Ta1nganyika at 
Lagos and Dar-es-Salaam respectively, wdth the assistance 
of traindng off~cers pmovide,d undell" the United Nations 
Techni•oal As,si,Sitooce Pifogramme. The .number of UN 
fe!llowshwps awarded for tminrlng at ;re~ol1if\Jl cootres has 
been sltepped Uip from 1about 60 in 1961-62 to ov,::if 100 this 
yea1r. 

Commenting on these .figUTes the Executive Secretary, 
in his opening address to the Third Con~e·rence of African 
Statisticians, reminded the dd.egaltes that whi:le considerable 
pmg,r.es·s had been made •towards trlaining of statistical 
personnel, . partioolarly in the last two yea11s, a big ga;p 
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still nema•in·ed to be fiJJ.ed. On the bas.is of information
avwi.Jable to it through oountry reports the ECA .s·eccr.-etariat 
had estimated that by 1970 African counrtries wouJd require
a min,imum of 2,000 add~tiol!llal middle-level and 750 pro
fes·sdonal s•tati,s,ticifllns to staff their IStalti,silicrul offices 
adeq)llately. "To make tthffi increase poss1ble, Mr. Gax'dliner 
concluded "subs1tantial ir~~crease in training £acillities and
a general improvement in the status of sta11Ji,stici•a1l!s would
indeed be :r.equitDed". 

The Confer;ence endo11sed these views and emphasized
that in a.rranging 'thes·e acti~vi•ties it was r~~eoess•ary to 00!11-

sider futll!l'e :rather than present JJeqruiremen:ts and it was 
pa:rtioUJ1arly i:mpomtant to avoid any declill1ie in s<tandards 
which lead to diffioullties a1t a later st1rnge. 

The Corr11ference noted that a ll!ll1Il1belf of nalt:Wooal and 
intema;t~onal agencies were act1ve in developing African 
tradning f,aci~1t:ies in Sltatistics and it ~~tressed the need for 
oo-ordination betweetn these 1agerrJ~oi:es lin O!l"der to avo<iJd 
possible duplication and waste of resource•s. 

It was agreed by the Coilllferenae tlhalt nniformity of 
aw-.ricula and examinatdons in the piDinci'Pa1 subjects should 
be the oontiltllued aim for centres operating on an i.nter
national bas~s. Thds was ~mportanJt Jjf the oertmiootes i:ssued 
were ·to be accepted by countries as the bas~s for appoint
ment to government posts. Such standardization did not, 
however, predude the possibility of oatering :flor ,special sub
:regio:nal needs ~ iJt WlaS also pomted OUt that pUireily 
national training ,centres were in a different position in that 
tlhey cou[d pay much doser artmenltion Ito looal liequim
ments. 

Thelfe was, accoJrdingly, a general concensus that 
standards of the existing international oentif·es shouJd not 
be b.velfed in order to admit less qualified candidates. 
The sollllti1on. was to mise the level of prospective can
didates and a ruumbelf of deilegations empha,s,ized that this 
must be done by means of in-service waining. Several 
coun:ti'ies, inoludi1ng Ivory Coast, Liberia and Libya, al· 
reooy had schemes of this sort in openation or plannoo, 
and in some ca.s·es UN ·experts were a.ssiS<ting in the work. 

In order to moot :fluture reqlliirements the Conference. 
recommended the e.x;pansdon of existir~~g tra.ming faciHties 
to include as a mi111wum estahlishmoot of the foiJ.lowing : -

(a) Oll!e higher lev·el sta.ti·stical tifai.ning cen,tre lin 
English for the region; 

(b) 0fll~ middle-1eve[ oentre fo.r Fr.encih spealmig 
trainee;S i!ll! West Atiroioa; 

(c) One middle-·1evel oen1lre fOif Ea1st Afnica; 
(d) asslista:nce to national efforts to preprure staff for 

admisslio1111 to middle-level centr.es eitheif through 
a ppo.if!lltmen:t of 1mi1111ifllg offi,oens 01r ,e.s.tar!Jl,ishmen t 
of a mobi1le tu:aini.ng centre. 

Pr·e11minary ·ir~~vestigatio:n's on all the four tra<ini111g pro
jects recommended by the Conf.emn,ae .alfe well under way 
and these will be implemented as and· when the resources 
pelfmit. SUippout wi.Jl be atlso given to the Stntisn.caJ Insti
ltutes reoently e:stwb!iiSihed in Crui:t1o and Accm and othelf 
similar national institllltes off.eming higher Ieve•l oou111se~> in 
statistics wit:hin the r:egi,o·n thmugh a:Wiaud of fe:llowsh~;ps 
to quaLified caillldidaltes from Aflfican oorUillitries. A mode1st 
start hras alretady beien made in this connexli.on,. Nine 
fe1lowshlps weife made avai.lable to nominees from Libya, 
Morocco and Sudan in 1963 to enable them to purrsue a 
2 year diploma coull1Se at the Canm Institute. Twenty such 
£ellowships tenable at Cairo and Accra have beoo included 
-In the 1964 Reg•ion:al Technical Assitmce Programme. 



LIST OF BASIC DOCUMENTS CIRCULATED TO 

THE. THIRD CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN STATISTICIANS 

EICN.l4/CAS.3/3 · 
Methods ·and · Proiblems , of African· Populat~o:q 
Cens·ilses arid Su~eys, 1955-62 

EICN.14ICAS.314 
Report of the Meeting of Di·IIectOOs of Middle-level 
Statistical Tmin:i!llg Centres · 

EICN.14ICAS.315 . 
Basic Labour Statistics 

E/CN.14ICAS.316 
Matters a;ci,sing ·_£rom th-e Twelfth Sesslion . of the 

. Statistical Commis,sion 

EICN.141CAS.3/7 
· 1'eclmica:l -Assd.strunce to Stati:stical Development in 

Afll1ica 

EICN.14ICAS.318 

. E/cN.141CAS.318/Co[l1".1 , 
Methods ood ·Problems of. civil il1egistration and 
vtital statiStics oo11ecmn in Africa 

EICN.141CAS.319 _ , . , , 
Use of 1Jhe reviSed list of ·.basic stati-stios .for. pro
gramming statistical development · · 

EICN.14ICAS.3110 

EICN.14ICAS.31 101 Add.1 
Matters wising . from the , founth . and. fifth sessions 
of ECA . . 

E/CN.141CAS3/l,l-
' : Sl,l:IDillMY of. Countcy P.rogress Rep()l"ts 

EICN.14/CAS.3/l2 . _ 
P[!Qispecls for ElecttO!Illic_ datla :processing in Africa 

EICN.14ICAS.3114 , 
· :Relati.oi111S betwee.h plailllniillg bodi,es . rund smtis~ 

EICN.14ICAS.3/ 15 
Report on Statistical Training Centres 

E/CN.14ICAS.3/16 
Report . on the ActiVities of the Statistitcs Divi.sion 

· - since the ·Second Confetrerice of Afniorun Sta tisti.cians 
EICN.14ICAS.3117 

An Iilitermedialte System Of NatroooJ Accounts for 
: use in Afnica - Proposals for future work - · 

EICN.14ICAS.3120 
_ Statistical- Tminin:g facilities avaHaib1e in Af·rica at 
: the University level 

EICN,14ICAS.3IBP 13 
. Report of the Teclmical Meeti.illlg oo BaJrunce of 
PaYm,ents ·_Statistics. 

El CN.14 I CAS.3 ITRAD I 6 
Report of the W orkmg Group of Expoots on Foreign 
Tmde ~tatitStJics 

FAOIECA. 
R~ort of the Technilcal Meeting on Food Con 
sumption . surveys 

EICN.141120 
' . Report of the Semi111811" on Ex,temaJ T['ade Stati.stics 

EICN.14/130 
_ Report of the Working Ck.OUIP on Household 
· Surveys · · · 

EICN.141173 
Report on t!he Industrial StatiSitios Seminar · 

EICN.l4l186 
Report of tlle Semin&" on Populatdon problems in 
Afmoa · · · 

EICN.141221 
· · Rep·ocl of the W<?rking (J['ouip on the Adaptation 

of the United N~oos System of National Aocooots 
.for use in Afr.ioa 

EICN.14/255 
Report of the 1;1hiro COOfetrence of Af.11icrun Statis-
ticians · · ·

-DEMOGRAPIDC CENTRES 

. The traiil:ing course. at the North . Afr,fcan Demo
graphic Researoh rund Training Cexl!_tre · in Cairo started 
on 16 November 1963. The traina.ng OU[Il"iculum- includes 
teclhilllical demo:g.taphy, wbstJantive demogr.aphy, elementacy 
mathematics and ,statistics, soci1010gy and methods of social 
tiese~trch, economics, human genetics, physiology of re
production and family plan!Oiing. The proposed research· 
programmes .for 1963-1965 · oover. studies -on fertility, 
studies on mortality and mor:bidity, s1Judi1es on .intennal 
m~gmtion and oobanization, assessment of the. qual~ ties of 
the basic data, strudies of demogmphic problems of social 
·a:rid. . economic dev.cl.opmeTirt: and other strudies . such as pro
jection of population~. Brief outlines of the tm~nti-ng and 
researoh programmeS ai,e given below. · 

Substantive demography: In :this course; !the students 
wiJl be acquainted w.ith the ptev.iously aCCUIIDulated knOw
ledge OlD.· demogJJapihic researoh and the . fundamental 
aspects of the world's population problems with- Sipeoml 
emphaisis upon the region, u!Oider the fdUowing headmgs : 

World population and ·resolm-ces; popUilation composition; 
' ' . 
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populatdon' distribution; mol1ta1ity; ·-fertility; migmtion; 
economically actJiJve pop'llllation; -mOTbidity; dy!Diamics · of 
population ahan.ge; population policies aJS factors of popu~ 
lation change. 

Elementary mathematics and statiStiCs: . Review of 
eleme!Ditacy- mathematics mcluding calculus; interpolation 
and- grad'!l;atlo!Ili;' .· col1ection .and processil,lg of data; . fre
queney ,tab,tes; measures of ·centml t~ency, dispersion, 
association, r-e,gre'ssioin and 001111';elatioo, elementlliry ideas of 
probability, conimori probability distributioo, lwrge sample 
1lheocy a!Oid' tests . ,smaJ.l sample and exact rests; time series 
alllalys1s;. sample survey' techniques; curve fitting, method 
of least squar.es .. _, - . . . . 
. -; - . •(J;: "_. ' - :-

Sociology and methods.-of social research: Culture .a11d 
sociall organ,ization; attitudes and mot1vations and thei.r 
measurements; collection of data S31IDpLing methods iri 
social resea.rch; analysis :and' presentattion of data; repoct 
writing; 

Economics: Economic· theory and· analysis; problems 
o-f economic development in less· developed countries with 



·Special reference to corwntries of the region; interlfelation
sh~ps orf population growth and economic and sooial de-
velopment. · · 

Human genetics: Physical basis of he11edity; Mendel's 
LaWIS, genetic situation in man;_ es,timation of genetic parn
metocs and tests orf gell!etic hypothes~s; analysis of family 
data; studies of blood groups, geneti.os and epidemiology. 

Physiology of reproduction and family planning: An
atomy and physi01logy orf maJe and £emale hU!llan repro
d'UCtiv·e organs; controJ. of .reproduction; types and limita
tions of family planillliilllg methods. 

Brief ontlirre of research programmes 

Botih the membe11s of the .staff and the full-y.ea:r 
tminees wotnking Uilldea.- staff membea.-s will take part in 
resewch programmes of sUibstantial demogmphic .ii!11Jerest 
to oonntr1es of the region, referring to pamticulaa.- countries 
or wi1!h a regional scope. Pa.-iorities in the reseaa.-dh pro
jects wi~l be given to programmes whrich would be of 
~immediate interest allld Ulti:lity to the governments of all 
cO'U1ltries of Vhe region, win Sllllpplement the progmmines 
in the Eooll!omic Commi:ssi0il1 for Afuica, and llihe African 
Institute fm Economic Development, and will be drawn 
up in consultations with these agenJOies and in accordance 
with tJhe reoommendaltions of the United Nations Popula
tion Commission and the Eoonomk ami Social Co•uncil. 

For 1963-65, the programme may consist of the 
following: 

Studies on fertility: with special oofer,ences to differ
ential! fertility m relation to ed'UCa;f!ion and other soaio
eoonomic V'ariables, from case..~studies oa.- special tabula
tion of censu:s data, and of an:alys!is of relation of fertility 
to level of living. · 

Studies on mortality and morbidity. Studies on heaLth 
investments implied [n projections of population and of 
mo['taHty. 

Studies on internal migration and urbanization. · 

A!>sessment of the quality of the basic data: obtained 
from censuses, registration, and sample surveys; and estima
tion of basic demographlic measures. 

Studies of demographic problems of social and eco
nomic developntent: Inter-relationships beJtwe,en demo
gni!phic va'firubles and social and economic growth; implica
tions of population trends for inves,tment needs in agricul
tural and industa.-ial developments and for housing and 
urban development, and health, medical, educational and 
wel£are facilities. 

Other special studies to be wo11ked out in co-opera
tion with the gowmments of _the region and the Econo
mic Comm~ssion fm Africa and may incLude: projection 
of population aoo 1ts segments (economically active, school 
enrolment, J'ural-'U!1.1ban), and housing. 

The population Branch of the Unlited Nations and the 
Seoretariat of the Economic Comm~ss!ion foa.- Africa are 
formulating plans for the Demographic Research and 
Training CentJre at Dakar. Pr'eliminary discussions wiiJ be 
initiated in Jmurury 1964 with the Government of Senegal 
and the Af.rUcan Institute for· Economic Dev,eJopment and 
Planning. lt is hoped that fu:ll s111pport of the Commission 
wiJJ be given to the establishment and COil1tinu~ng function 
of this Centrre and -that the Afnican go'Vlemments will be 
enoouraged to avail themselves of the £acmties that wiU 
be avaiJable at the Centlf•e, in vtiew of the importance of 
the analysis of demographiC data fo:r purposes_ of economic 
and social devellopmenlt on the basis of the 1960 and the 
coming 1970 'rounds of population census and surveys. 

SUMMER COURSES 

Negotiations haw been started to re-establish the 
s·umme.r courses for African uniV'ersity students oil' eco
nomics and statis,ti.cs wh.idh wcre set l1iP in 1960, the first 
of which took place in Addis Ababa in ·the summer 
of 1961. The aim of the coUirses wi.11 be to draw to Dakaa.
ev,ery summer for three mon~hs the best undergraduate 
students of African tmiversities and university coUege who 
hrave just completed the thi,rd yeaif of a foua.--year oourse 
or who haw completed the. seoond yea.r of a three-yea!l" 
ooua.-se. The purpose of these Sillffiffier ooua.-ses is to attempt 
to fHI .in some measua.-e, the gap in hi·gher education in 
Af!l"ica whioh is caused by the absenoe of textbooks and 
other academic mate.riaJs derived from specifically Aflrican 
experience. 

Trhe comses have been anoo•Uillced to all universities 
and candidates called for. The ECA Sooretariat has also 
annoumced to all universities· its intention to anange for 
an annru:aJ seminar .lasting one week foa.- teaohers of eco
nomics at African universities. It is hoped that the first 

of these seminars will talre place during the SUiffimer of 
1964. Universi~ies have been requested to submit appLica
tions from teachers, lecturers and tut<Jrs who would be 
a:vailable to attend such a seminar. In addition, to the above 
coul1Ses, an .inquiry is being made as to the possibili,tJi.es 
of using the exi,sting trallining facilities avaiJlable on the 
oontinent and particularly in the institJutions of higher 
lea:rning for the tJra<ining of African nationals. Among . the 
possibilities in mind wowld be using the facilities of iillStitu
tions during pemods of the year when norn1al classes aa.-e 
not in session and also that of developing new and Special 
oour:ses ~n the regula•r univer:Siity curnicul•U!ill with help fmm 
the Economic Commission foil" Af.nioa. To date, the 
Secretariat has received promising a.-epJi.es fa.-om Congo 
(Braz:mVlille), Congo (Leopo[dville), Ethiopia, Momcco, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Uganda. These. will be ex
amined together with. t!he repLies fmm other universi:ties 
rund negotiations catnried on with intet1ested universities in 
the hope of establishing additi.ona1l coUifses in cea.-tain uni-
versities in 1964-1965. · 

NOMENCLATURE OF PERSONNEL IN 

STATISTICAL DEPARTMENTS 

The differences in nomenclature u:sed in clrussifying 
training courses and government posts between English 
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and French speaking countries in Afmca led to some 
diffioulty during the discussion on trainling problems at . . 



the Third Conference of African Statisticians. The Con
ference thea-efore established a small committee to cla,rify 
this quest~on. The Committee was composed of the dele
gates from Camemun, Nigeria and the Und.ted Kingdom 
as well as the UNESCO repres·entat~ves. The EEC observer 
also partioipated. Its report is reproduced below. 

"The Group was asked to r·eport on the possibility 
of finding .equlivalent descrriptions in the English and 
French languages of statis<tical personnel at diffemnt -levels 
of qualif[oation for the purpose of 

(a) transl1atio[)J; and 
(b) dassificat,ion in comparable groups for providing 

tot·al figuroes of personnel at different levels in 
the African region. 

Exact correspondence was not found to eXti.,st between 
the two systems obtaining in the Eng1ish speal\jing and 
French speaking countries but the equivalents prepared in 
the attached Tabl,e were agreed upon as sulffidently 
accurate for the purposes set out in the pr,eoeding para-
graph. · 

These equivalents, a111d the desc.dptioi:!Js of the three 
main classes into which they are grouped a~e based upon 
the li~ of work for which the offci:cers concerned are 
responstib~e, namely: 

I. Planning the work of the Depa,rtment. 

II. Execution of the wolfk 

III. Routine work." 

PERSONNEL IN STATISTICS DEPARTMENTS 

PERSONNEL DES SERVICES DE STATISTIQUE 

Classification by level of qualification 

l. Professional Statitsicians 
(a) Senior Statisticians 
(b) Statisticians 

Notes 
(a) Entrance by promoti<on £rom (b) 
(b) Bntra111ce requ1ires a University Honours degree 

Oil" Univet"Sity post-graduate . diploma with 
adequate statistics, or an equiV!alent qualifica
tion in statistics (e.g. Ass·ociatesh~p at Honom:s 
level o{ the Institute olf Statisticians in the U.K.f 
Where the deg.ree cours·e cov·ers only etementary 
statistics, entry would normally be of II (a) 
below. Post-graduat,e qualifications in statistics 
may qualify the candidate foil" experience credit 
or enhanced entry point in Statisticians' scale, 
including promotion to (a). 

1 I. Executive class 
(a) Higher Suatistical Officers and S1:atilstica[ Officers 

(or equivalent grades in other coootries). 
(b) Assistanrt Statistical Off.icetfs (or eqUJivalent grade 

iri other countries). 
Notes 
(a) Etitry Is by promotion from (b), or requires a 

Unl.ve["sity Pas's Deglfee with stat~stics or equi, 
. valent qualifiCation (e.g. Assodateshi[> at Pass 

level of the lnstitut!e of Statisticians in the UK). 
Higher posits by promotion ·on[y~ 

(b) Entiy requires G:C.E. at a le\rel or equivaJ.ent 
(e.g. Intermediate Examination·· of 'the Institlllte 
of Statisticians in tihe UX(). In some countries 
thes:e glfades alfe linked to somewhat lower 
qualifications as required by the gene.ral grading 
stmctlllre of the local oivH services. 

I I L Clerical class 
Note 
Entry requii·es the G.C.E. at 0 level. 

Classification d'apres le lniveau de qualifications1 

I. Personnel de conception 
(a) Ingenioor's statisticiens-economtistes 
(b) Ingenieurs des travaux statistiques 

Notes 
(a) Niveau exige pour se presenter au concours d'en

tree: 2 a 4 ans d'etudes univemitaires en ma
thematique,s ou en sciences eoonomiques. Entree 
suJ" titres avec licence en sciences economiques 
ou licence en mathematiques. Tmis annees d'etu
des avec eXtamens a la fin de chaque annee, la 
troisieme annee etant une annee de specialis<a
hon patr exemple: econometrie, sondage, plani
fication... Diplome "d'Ingenieur statisticien eco
nomiste" oorrespondant aux diplomes l1llliversi
talires d'etudes ·supe:rieures (doctorat). 

(b) Diplome exige: deuxieme partie du baccala,ureat 
en mathematiques elementaires plus un con
oo!U["s d'entr:ee. Deux an.nees d'etudes avec exa
men a la fin de chaque annee. Di,p1ome d'inge
nieur des trevaux stat~stiques correspondant ad
milllistrativ'ement dans le cadre technique de la 
fonction publique au niveau d'un,e licence uon
versitai["e. 

II. Personnel d'execntion · 
(a) Adjo.i.nts techniques. 
(b) Agents techniqrues. 

Notes 
(a) Niveau du baccalaur-eat premiere partie avec oon

cours. Une anm!e d'etudes. Dilplome d'adjoint 
technique de la statistique. 

(b) Blfevtet e!ementailf.e exige ,plus un conoours d'en
tree. Une annee d'etude1s. Dip1ome d'agent tech
nique de la statiistique. 

III. Ccmmis statistiques 
Note 
Niveau de reorutement: 6col~e p11imcvire. 

l La meme for.maltion est donnee dans le Rwanda, le Burundi, 
le Congo (Leopoldvlille) et la Somalie, a considerer l'equiva 

· lence des diplomes d'e.tudes generale!l delivres dans ces pays 
et dans les pays anciennement adminjstres par la France. · 
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Meeting ,of ECA/F AO on Food 1Consumption Surveys 

In response to a resolution adopted by the Tenth 
Session of the F AO Conferenre, the techlllioal meeting on 
Food Consrumption Surveys, jointly con'Vened by the Food 
and Agricultoce OrganiZJation of .the United Nations (F AO) 
and tlhe Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), took 
place in Rabat, Mo~ocoo, from 17 to 25 July 1963. Experts _ 
from 17 couiDJtries attended the meetiillg. 

Mr. Bargash, Adjoint du D~recteur de la Banque du 
Maroc, charge de Mission a la Pr6sidence dru Conseil, 
welcomed the meeting on behalf of the Moroooan Gov
ernment. Mr. C.P.G.J. Smit (FAO) addressed the meeting 
on behalf of the D1rectorr-General of FAO and Mr. B. 
Bl-Tawil (ECA) on behalf of the Emcutive Secretacy of 
ECA. Mr. Mouhammed Benjelloun (Morocco) was elected 
chai:rman and Dr. A. Dziri (T:ulllisia) and Mr. E.N. Omaboe 
(Ohana) were ·elected vice-chaillimoo. 

Two papers were submitted for disooss<ion: The F AO 
Draft P.rog:ramme for Food Consumption Surveys, and a 
paper, on the relation between food consumption surveys 
and other inqu1ries, by tlhe ECA Secreta-riat. The experts 
reviewed t:he experiences gained in conducting food con
sumptJi.on surveys in v:arioiUis countries and described their 
p~ans fm futJure work in this Field. The generaJ discussion 
indicated an acaumulation of experience in the recording 
of food oonsrumptiiOn in Africa, and a variety of methods 
of rupproacll, partioulady in respect of sizes of surveys 
carried out. The prin9i[>al objectives of food cons•umpt<ion 
su['Veys wen~ disoussed in detail. 

Because statistical tTesoucces in most A£rican oounltries 
were Hmited and field organi21ations for the collection of 
,statistical data have yet to be developed, the meetJing 
noted the merits of associating closely consumption 
surveys, whenever appropmate, wdth househo1d sUtTveys of 
a more general economic nature. Three teohniques were · 
discussed as possible met!hods fotT the oo:U.ection of food 
consumption data : interviewing; food accounts and the 
actual measUtTemerit of food. The sampling techn:iques, the 
meeting noted, was the S'lllbject of a detruiJed handbook on 
the methods of conducting food consumption SIUll"Veys 
~ipog prepa['ed by FAO. 
· Othea: items discussed included the household charac
tenisitics 11ele¥ant to ·food consumption · sUJrvey;s, the pro
posed items on Food Consumption, the 1:ime .reference, the 
uses of Food Conwmption Sur\reys and International 
Assistance in this field. 

The repont of the meeting was ciroulated to partici
pants at the . Third Confea-ence oF African Strutisticians. 

The Technical Meeting on Balllnce of Payments 
Statistics 

The Technical MeetJing on Bala1110e of Payments 
Statistics, convened jointly by the lnternational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and · the Economic Commission for A£rica 
(ECA), took place in Rabat, Morocco, from 31 July to 
9 August 1963. Ballance of payments technician's from 13 
Mrioan conntries and 3 other expe.!'ts attended the meet
ing. The Repo.rt of the Group was submitted to the Third 
Conference of African StJatistioians as document (E/CN. 
14/CAS.3/BP /3). 

Mr. M. Benjelloun (Morocco) was elected Chai:nnan, 
and Messrs J. Arrnet!hei (Ivory Coa,st) and J.H. Frimpong
Ansah (Ghana) Vice-Chairmen. The discussions we·re 
based on a special pape.r pr~ared by the Balance of Pay-

ments Division of IMF, entitled "CompilatJion of the 
Balance of Payments". 

. Statements fmm' participants described the status of 
balance of paymelllts statistics in thei·r respectlive countries. 
The concept<S and contents of the balance of payments were 
reviewed. Partioulrur at1·ention was paid to the definitions 
and treatment of several i,tems including residence, mer
chandise trade, freight and insurance on international ship
ments, travel, foll'eign aid, private and government transfer 
payments, and dir-ect investment oap~tal. The meeting 
1stres<sed the usefulness of special 'questionnaires in coHec
tion of basic data on a variety of international transac
tions from bus;iness enterpris·es, government agencies and 
t!he g,eneml pulblic. It noted tJhat the ruse o[ exchange 
conkol recor-ds to compile balance of payments e•stimates 
was oil' particular intere,si to co'untries of the "Fmnc Zone". 

Participants emphasized the need fm special training 
in view o.f the Rund tTequirements, and recommended con
sequently that the Fund should expand its prog!l"amme of 
Teclhnical assistance and establish a short conoentmted 
training course confined mainly to balance of payments 
methodology and pmctice. 

Foreign Trade Statistics 

In response to a r.ecommendation by the SeminatT on 
External T:rade Statistics held in 1961, a working group of 
experts met in Add~s Ababa from 25 to 27 September 1963 
in order to arni~ve at recommendations for the improve
ment of the methods of estimating foreign trade indices 
and to find ways of increasing t!he compambmty of 
quan1Jum units used in foreign tra:de statistics. 
. The Executive Seoretacy of ECA, Mr~ R.K.A. Gar
diner, in his inaugural speech emphasized that the im
provement of fo;reign trade statistics in Africa is a time
consuming process and cannot be considered the res~ 
ponsibility of the ECA secretariat alolllie. In order to make 
any progmss, cooperation between ou:stoms autlhonities and 
national start:istical of,fices is needed as weH as oooperation 
with the ECA secr·etariat. Ma.-. M. Karnoun (Trmisia) was 
elooted chairman and M,r. J.E: Ta:ndoh (Ghana), vice
chairman. Tha:-ee workiing papers were presented by the 
secretariat, namely ''Recent activitieS of the ECA secre
tariat .in external tirade statistios" (E/CN.l4/CAS.3/ 
TRAD/2/Rev.l), "Note on e~tema1 tmde index construc
tion in Alirican oountries" (E/CN.14/CAS.3/TRAD/4) 
and "Quantum ooits' in external trade staiistic.S of African 
coootries" (E/CN.14/CAS.3/TRAD/3)~ 

In .its 'l"eport, the group approved, on the whole, the 
foreign trade publications of ECA. A more exact specifi· 
cation of the coverage of intra-Afri.can trade flows was, 
however, requested. It wa.s the geneml feeling Qf the group 
that the ECA seca:·etaciat in its trade publications should 
concern itself only with trade s·tatistics as r.eported by the 
countries and should not include estimates of smuggling 
or of trade beewoon countries which a111e members oil' a 
oustoms ooion. 

After reviewing the advantages and disadvantages of 
va.rious formulae for external trade .indices, the group 
agi"eed to recommend, for the · sake of. simplicity, the 
Laspey!l"es formula for quantum !indices and the P·aasche 
formula for uni1 value indices. lit was also agr·eed that it 
would be preferable first to compute th·e qruantum index 
and then to derive the unit value index from the value 
and quantum indices. 

It was noted that it was difficult to establish intra~ 



African trade matrices even in- \lialue terms and that it 
was praotJically impossible in quantity terms. However, 
quantity ma,t<rices woruld have to be considered in mak1ng _ 
projections of foreign trade. The gmup also unanimously 
recommended the adoption of the metric system by all 
Africa_n countries in their for·eign trade start:istics. 

The repoi11t of the working g:l'oup as well as the report 
of the 1961 Seminar were both discussed by the Third 
Conference of African Statlistic1ans. The Confecr.-ence dealt 
with the various problems under three main headings. 

(a) The adoiption of the SITOrev.ised as a nomen
clature for foreign trade statistics of African countries 
was discussed. Conversion ftrom BTN to SITC will be 
made easier in the .near future, sinc.e the Statistical Offtice 
of the United Nations is now p<r·eQJa·ring a detailed ~ndex 
to SITC .revised, which wiJ.l be published be£or.e the end 
of 1964. 

(b) The problems connected with the reporting of 
basic tr:ade data by national statistlica1 offices to !interna
tional organizations we<r·e taken Uip. It was agreed that the 
best aJ."rangerme;nt would be tha-t the newly established 
"International Trade Centre" attached to the Statistical 
Office of the Un~ted Na-tio•ns collect basic trade data 
fmm all countries, pmoess them and supply the info<rrma
tion to the v·anious consumers, includi;ng the regional 
Commissions. African countries whiah a:re asso-ciated with 
the Eur·opean Economic Community willl continue to s.end 
1hcir data to' the EEC which will forward them to the 
Centre. 

(c) It was pointed out that it would be difficult for 
all Afdcan countries to adopt 1958 as -the base pecr.-iod 
fm their index niUmbers of external trade, as r-ecommended 
by the United Nations. The Conference also considered 
that whenevcr the index coverage .is low it is pre:fierable to 
start with an independent calculation of the unit value 
index and derive the quantum index from the valu;e and 
un.it vaLue indices. 

.Working Group .on Problems of 
Estimating Capital Formation 

A group of experts fmm a number of Af.r:ican coun~ 
tries met in Addis Ababa from 9 to 16 Octobe<r 1963 in 
order to discuss problems of est~mating capital formation, 
:with special re:fierence to Afrioan condi•tions. Mr. T.A. Boye 
{Ghana) was elected chairman of the meeting and M. 
Benjelloun (Morocco), vice Chairman. As a ba.ck-ground 
for its discussions, the working group had before it a 
secretariat document entitled "Some pmblems of estlimat
-ing capital foimation, with special reference to African 
countries" (E/CN.l4/CAS.4/CF /3) and a number of 
country papers. 
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After having discussed in considemble detail both 
conceptual problems and problems of estimation, the work
ing group agreed on a number of recommendations. The 
most important of these wecr.-·e: 

(a) Greater stress should be put on the improvement 
of the quatlity of the es-timates than on the de
velopment of elaborate cross-classifications, at the 
pr,es·ent sta:ge. 

(b) The commodity flow method is considered the 
most applicable method of estlimating capital for
mation m Afflica at the present stage of statis
tical development. 

(c) However, th!is method has serious limitations, 
particu~arly since it does not make. possible a 
break-down of capital f<lrmation by industrial use. 
A supplementary, direct method of estdmating 
capital formatlion from the expenditure side should 
ther,efore be introduced as soon as possible. 

(d) Except a'S specially needed for some industries for 
planning purposes, depreciation estwates should 
not be made at the tpr•esent s·tage. 

(e) In publisliing their estimates, countries should give 
as detailed a descr,iption of the methods of estim
ation as possibLe, and indicate the deg<ree of re
liability of the estimates. 

(f) In order to impmv·e estimates made by the com
modity flow method, the countries should under
take a number of special surveys : of the flow 
of goods through commtm:ial channels, of trade 
margins, of the oost stmcture of various building 
and ooniSt'lmJCtion proje~ts and of capitaJ forma
tion in the m<ral hous,ehold s1ector. 

Correction 

The appointment of Dr. Martlinus Pawel was an
nounoed in the Statistical Newsletter No. 10 under the 
heading "WHO Statistician for Africa". 

The follown.ng correction has been received from 
Dr. Hugh B.L. Russ·ell, WHO Representative for Ethiopia 
and WHO Liaison Officer with ECA : . 

"In order to avoid 11llisooderstanding, may I explain 
:that Dr. Pawel . is Re~ional Advi:s,etr in Vital and 
Health Statistics fur. WHO's African R<egioool Offlice 

. in Brazzaville. This Offioe·cover.s Africa south of the 
Sahara and West AfDica. Mom ceo and Algeria are 
coViered by the WHO's European Regional Office; 
Tunisia, Libya, Egyf)t (UAR), Sudan, Ethiopia . and 
Somalia by WHO's Eastern· Mediterranean Regional 
Office. 
Thus, although ·the African Regional Office cove:rs a 
large part of Afdca, it does not cover it all". 



LIST OF CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICES IN AFRICA 

The foLlowing information was compiled from data supplied by delegates to the Third Conference of African Statisticians and 
from nati1onal 'statistical publications. It is being ·published for generrul circulation at the request of delegates to the Conference. 
Additions, deletions or amendments to this list may be communicated to the Chief, Sta~istics Division, Economic Commissi-on for 
Afrka. - P.O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, · 

Country/ Organization 

1. Algeria 

2. Ango~a 

3. Basuto~andl 

4. Burundi2 

5. Cameroun 

6. Central African Rep. 

7. Chad 

8. Congo (Brazzavirlle) 

9. Congo (Uopoldville) 

10. Dahomey 

11. East Af.rica3 

12. Ethiopia 

13. Gab0111 

14. Gambia4 

15. Ghana 

16. Guinea 

I 7. Ivory CO<ast 

18. Kenya3 

19. Liberia 

20. Libya 

Title of CSO · 

Presidence du Conseil, Direction 
Generate du · Plan et des Etudes 
Economiques 
Dirreccao provincial dos Servicos 

· de Eoonomia e Effiatistica Geral 
Reparticao de Estatistica Gerai 
Statis.t•ics Section, Agricultural 
Dep.artmentl 

Service de Statmstiques et d'Etu
des Economiques,l Banque d'E
mission du Rwanda et du Bu-

. rundi 

Ministere de l'Economde Na
tionale, (a) Division des Etudes 
Eoonomiques de la Statis.t1ique et 
de la mecanographi·e. (b) Service 
de Statistique 
Service NationaJ de la Statistique · 

Service de la Statis·tique Oenerale 
le Commissari:at General du Plan 

Service national de la statistique 
des etudes demographiques et . 
eoonomi.ques - · 

Direction de la statistiqtie 

Service des StaMstiques Genera
les. Direction des Affaires Eco
nomiques. 
The East Afdcan ·statistical De
partment) 

Centra-l StatisHcaa Office 

Service Nruti1onaJ de _Ia Statisti
que 

Central Bureau of Statistics 

Sewice de la Statistique Genera.le 
et de la Mecanographie 
Service de la Staitistique 

Economics and Statistics Division 

Bureau ·of Statistics · 

-Sta-tistics and Census Department 

Postal Address. 
Cable Address 

Telephone Number 

12 rue Bab-Azoun, Alger. 

<:;.P. no 1215, Luanda, Angola 
"ESTATISTICA" 

Tel.: · 3362 

P.O. Box 24, Maseru, Basuto
land 
B.P. 705; Usumbura, Burundi 

BANKEMIRUB 
Te~. : 2442-2443 

Telex 13 

B.P. 660, Y•a.ounde 
MINECO 

11el.: 2070, 2071, 2072 

B.P. 954, Bangui 

B.P. 453, Fort Lamy 

B.P. 2031, Brazzav11Je, 
Tel.: 2121 - Ext. 302, 305 

Minis>tere du Plan et de Ia Co
ordination Economique, B.P. 20 
Leoka-lina, LeopoidviH·e. 

Tel.: 2250 or 2821 

Ministere du Oommerce de l'Eco
nomie et du Tourisme, 
B.P. ·673, Ootonou. 

· B.P. 30462, Na:ilrobi, Kenya 
"Sta.tistics" 

TeL: 26411 

Pr·ime Mi,nis.ter's Office, 
P.O. Box 1143, Addis Ababa 

Tel.: 15214 

C=missariat au Plan 
B.P. 179, LibreviHe 
The Principal Secreta.ry, 
The Premier's Office, 
Bathurst, Gambia. 
Office of _the P.l'esident, 
P.O. Box 1098, Accra 

"GHANASTATS, ACCRA" 
Tel.: 64318-9 

B.P. 221, Conakry 

B.P. 222, Abidjan 
Tel.: 3518 

Ministry of Finance and Eco
nomiC Planning, · 
P.O. Box 30266, Nairobi 

"CENSUS" - Nairobi 
TeJ.: 24261 - 72 

National Planning Agency, 
Executive Mansion, 
P.O. Box 567, Monrovia. 

"STATISTICS" 
Tel.: 567 

Ministry of Nationa;l Economy, 
Tripo-li 

Tel.: 30383 

-11-

Name and title of head 

Mr. A. Oubouzar, 
Sous-Directeur des Statistiques 

Dr. Jorge Eduardo de Costa, 
0 Director dos Servicos de Eco
nomia e Estatistica Geral 
M-r. C.M.H, Mro110jele, 
Statistician · 

Mr. E. Rosenheim, 
Conseiller 

(a) Mr. Antoi:ne Essome 
Chef de la Division 

(b) Mr. B. Biy;ong 
Chef du Service de Statistique 

Mr. M. Castedli 
Chef du Service 
Mr. B. NoveHe 
Chef du Service 
Mr. Van den Reysen, 
Directeur 

Mr. Adolphe Nzeza, 
Directeur 

Mr. Darboux 
Chef du Service 

Mr. A.G.T, Cacr-ter, 
Acting Direc~or 

M. I. Arnaud 
Chef du Service 
Ato Hahtu Eshete 
Assistant Minister 

Mr. E.N. Omaboe 
Government Statistician 

Mr. T. Cul'tiss 
Chef du Service 
Mr. Mi-chaud 
Chef du Service 

MJ". P.M. Rees, 
Director 

Mr. Henry W. Yaidoo, 
Director 

Mr. Ahmed Felfal, 
Director-General 



LIST OF CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICES IN AFRICA (Cont.) 

Country I Organization 

21. Madagascar 

22. Mali 

23. Mauriltania 

24. Maurit~us 

25. Morocco 

26. Mozambique 

27. Niger 

28. Niger.ia 

29. Rhodesia and 
Nyasa1and Fed. of 

30. Rw:anda5 

31. Sene~al 

32. Sierra Leone 

33. Som!lllia 
34. Sudan 

35. Tanganyika3 

36. Togo Republic 

37. Tunisia 

38. Uganda3 

39. United Arab Rep. 

40. Ut:,per Volta 

41. U.D.E. 

42. O.A.M.C.R 

43. ljanzJbar & Pemba3 

Title of CSO 

Service des Statistiques et des 
etudes socio-economiques 
Division de la Stal!.is·t:ique Gene
mle et de la comptabHite Na
tionatle 
Service de la Statistique . 

Central Statistical Office· 
Service CeTIJtraJ des St!!JtistJiques 

Di.reccao dos Servicos de Econo-
rn . mia e Est!!Jt~stica Geral. Repar." 

ticao de Estatistica Geral · 
Service des Statistiques 

PederaJ Off:ice o~ Sta,ti.stics 

Centml Statistical Office 

Service de. la &atistique et de hi 
M6canogmphie 

Central Statistical Office , 

Servizio di Statd.stica 
Depa.rtment of St!!Jti,stics · 

Statistics Division 

Service de la Statistique · 

Service des Statistiques 

Eco!Oiomic PJann:ing and , Statis-
tics Division · 

DepartmeTIJt ot Statistics 

Di!l'ection de la Stat:istique et des 
Etudes Economique 
Section · Statistique du Secretar~at 
permanent de la Conference des 
Chefs d'Etat de l'Afrique Equa
toriale 
Centre Statistique 

1 There is no central st!lltistkall. agency. 

Postal Address . 
Cable Address 

Telephone Number 

B.P. 485, Tananarive 
Tel.: 34-11, 

Ministere du PJan et de l'Eco
nomre Bamako -, Kouiouba 

Tel.: 22-44 

Minlstere du Plan des . Domaines 
de l'Habitat et du Tourisme 
B.P. 102, Nouakchott, 
Mamtania 
Port Louis, Mauritius 
Presidence du Conscil, 
B.P. 178, Rrubat 

· C.P. 493, Lourenco, Marques, 
Mozambique 

Oommissari1llt General au Plan, 
Niamey, Niger .. · 

Ministry· of Economic Develop- · 
ment, Lago,s, Nigeria 

"STATS" 
Tel.: 21313 

Federal Ministry of Economic · 
Aff1airs 
P.O. Box 8063, Causeway, 
Salisbury 

"GOV,STAT" 
Tel.: 26681 

Min:istere des Finances et des 
Affa-ires Eoonomiques, 
B:P. 116, Dakar 

Tel.: 21301, Ex·t. 156 

Ministry of Finance, Tower HiH, 
Freetown. 

Mogadiscio 
P.O. Box 700, Khartoum 

"STATISTICS" 
The T,reasury, P.O. Box 796, 
Dar-es-Sa:laaJID 

"TREASURY'; 
Ministere des Finances et des 
Affaires Economiques, . 

.. B.P. 118, Lome ' 
Directeur de la Coordination 
Secretariat d'Stat au Plan et 
aux Ftinances, 
B.P. 65, Tunis 
Mini.stry of Economic Affaks, 

·P.O. Box 13, Entebbe 
"ECSTATIC" 

Tel.: 8331837 (5 lines) 
15 Mam;our Street, Cairo 

· Ministere de l'Eoonomie Natio
na1e, B.P. 374, Ouagadougou, 
B.P. 245,. Brazzaville 

"SEGECOPREMI", Brazz. 
Tel.: 2087 (7 hr a 13 hr) 

B.P. 437, Yaounde,_ Cameroun 

Name and title of head 

Mr. Arthur L.M. Mutlier 
Chef du Service 

M. Dao Zana, 
Directeur, Service de Ia 
Statistique 

Director 
Mr. Mohammed Benje11oun 
Chef du Service 

Mr. H. V:iennet, 
Chef du Service 
Mr. B. Ramamurti,., . 
Chief Statistician 

Mr. C.A.L, Myburgh, 
Director of Census and 
Statistics 

Mr. L. Verriere 
Chef du Service 

S.B. Daramy, 
Asst. Director 
(Financial Secretary) 
Mr. Alberto Angelucci 
!Vfr. A.M. Mursi, 
Director 
Mr. D. Upton, 
Government Statistician 

Mr. A. Ameyou, 
Chef du Service de Ia: .Statistique 
Generale du Togo. 
M·r. S. Bahroun, 
Sous-Directeur des Etudes et 'de 
Ia Programmation 

Mr. I.K. Kahanda, 
Deputy Government Statistician 

General Gamal Askar 
Director General 
Mr. Georges Sanogoh, 
Directeur 
Mr. Jean Hossen1opp · 
Chef de Service 

MUe C. Vernotte 
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2 StatisticaJ Services are in the process of reorganization. 
3 The East African Statistical Department is responsible for the trade· statistics of Kenya, Tang-anyika, Uganda, and Zanzibar and 

for all statistical m!lltters relating to Zanzibar. 
4 There is no central sttatisticall. office. lt is pDoposed to est!!Jblish a statistical unit in 1966 in the Prime Minister's Office. 
s Rwanda is served by the statistical services of Burundi. (See fiootnote 2). 
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