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PORTUGUEST TIMUR
I. IMPACT OF W/R ANT LXTENT OF RECCVERY

1. Introduction

Portuguere Timer consists of the eastern portion of the Island cf that
reme in the Malny Archipslapo, with the territory of Am'.errc znd tho
neighbovring 1slands of Pulo Cambing end Pulo Jeko,

The western part of the territor: is a Dutch colonr and a bhoundery
between the two wag esteblished by internationzl srbitration in 1514, The
total area of the Portuvpuese territory 1s 7,230 squrare miles.

2. Living Corditions of ihe Peorle =né Mannawer

The population of Portuguese Timor in 1574 w.s 493,706 including
2,000 Chinese shop-kecrers, Tiere wore in 1038 one secondarv gchool and
i

N5 mpimery schools,

3. Traneport =:4 Coimnicaticns

The rord svstem covers 677 miles, Thers are 1556 miles of televhone

=1

line ~nd & wireless station at Dill- “he copiltel.

b, Foretrs Tradg

In 1239, 197 ships of 91,715 t.:s entered and clesred the ports
of the colony, Txport trade was directed moetly to the Netherlands East
Indies and = smell portion to Ausirsiia rcnd Portugal; coffee representsd
three-fourths of the totzl exports, the others “elng szndal-wood, covrz,
beeswax =znd rublber.

5« Einonece

The estimated public revenue ard expenditure for 1943 were talenced
at 9,429,000 escudos (1 escudo a US;2.04k), The puhlic debt on December 1942
was 21,279,1°% oscudos.

IT. PRESENT DIFFICULTIES AND PLANS FCR THE FUTURE

The Island waes severel” devastried as a result of Jepanese rule and
fighting. Dilly, the cenital, was almost completely destroyed. Plantetions
ere neglected end livestock practicelly non~existent. The Portugucse

/Goverrmment
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Government has restored civil admini~++ation with food »roduction heviag
priority in the reconstruction plans. Power nlants, machiner: for ro2d
mal-ing, motors and cattle have Deen = rchased and shipped from Australis.
Cocoa, wanille, q:lnine, beeswax =nd cinnamoa vhich accimulated during the

war erc now being exported.
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