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CTIIEERT AND ELLICE YSLANDS COLONY AND
BEITISH SOLOMON ISIANDS PROTECTCRATE

L Impeot of Wer end Extent of Recovery

The Gllbert and Ellice Isleonds Colony coneists of seversl groups of
i1slends, all of which, szve Ocean Island, are coresl ctolls:

1. The Fllice Islends, evee 1k sguare miles, vopuletion (1940)

2. Femning Islénd, érea 15 squere ﬁiléax.pqﬁuiation (19hk2) 255;

Washington Islend, aven 6 square miles, ﬁopuiation (1942) 99; Ocean

Islcnd, aree six miles in circumference, populeticn 14O Europeans,

68k Aslaticao. | | _ )

3. Chrictmes Isiand, largest ttqll'ih the Pacific, 100 miles in

circunference, populetion (1940) }l. |

L., The Phéenix Group, erea 16 squére miles, populativn (1942) 850,

5. Gilbert Islends, eres 166 cquere miles, poruletion 26,180.

The revenue of the Colony for yeer ending 30 June 194l, wes

58,559, This included an Imperisl gront of 2938 and a Coloniel

Development Crent of Th 358 Mhe expenditure won 170
B178,767. The prinecipsl crops ere pendems, fruits and coconuts.

The Britich Ceclomon Islends Protectorrte includes the islands of
Gu:éelecnal, Melaite, éan Cristovel, Nev Georgia, Ysébel, Choiseul,
Shertlend, Mono (or Treasury), Vella Lavella, Ponengro, Gizo, Rendova,
Ruseell, Floride, Rennell, end numerous emall islends, including the Lord
Howe Group or Ontong Jave, the Sante Cruz Islends, Ticopla and Mitre
Islands, end the Duff, or Wilson Group.

The lend erec of the Protectorate is ectimated et 12,400 squere
miles. The lergest islend is Guedeleenel (estimeted, 2,500 square miles)
end the most popuwlous is Melaita (estimated 40,000 inhzbitants), Melaria

is prevalent. The population at the census of 1931 was, natives 93,k415;

/Europeens
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Tvro eans 497; /siatice 193. OFf the natives, about h,OOO (in Rennel, Cntons,
Jeta, Ticoiia, etc) are >clynesizns, the re 2 ncer Mel.neclans. There wre
nc native stotes and the socizl order is nrimitive. Iducation 18 entirely
in the hznds of the flve missions,

In tke folomon Ielands coconuts, rubber, sweet iotatces, pineasiles,
1@ bencnas cre grovn., The value of exports in 1940-41 wes B131,938,
including co,re, 2,991 tonms, 2100;969 value; timber 2,021,745 super feet,
111,807; gold 963 fine ounces, £16,130; trocas shell, 147 tons, ®/,157.

’ Australian notee and silver are the medium of exchange. No 0ld is in

¢irculation, |

In the Gilbért and “olomon Isl.nde there was po si;nlific.nt loss of
mani owver ddfing the wvar, but theré wae +{ sericvs Interruption of education
1 YCETammes., . The Brivish iLosphate Cormission's instcllaticn &t Ocecn Isl-nd
was largely destroyed anc the exyort recuced tc nmil. Reconstruction s now
in rreogress ﬁith en expurt target of 300,000 tons »er ernum, Copra ex orts
irom the Gilberts were normelly " ,000 tons‘ger annum and were reduced to nil,
Recovery 1s seriously deleyed by lack of oversecs cnd inter-lsland troms:ort,
The cccenvt _lanteiicns in the folomons (52,000 ccres) suffered 20 - 5
nercent cestructicon and &niversFl fetericrotion dues to under-meinienance,
ineluding loes of cattle herds., The cc ra ex_.ort wos reduced to nil,
Racoverj to the rrévinus maximum of 23,000 tons ;er annum 1s unllkely znd
any recovery is serieﬁsly vetarded by lock of cversess ond inter-island
trensyort. In the Gilbert Islands the Australian-besed conmercisl fiims
evacuzted the Colony and heve nct returned. The Cc-cperative Societies wvere
disrupted but cre now réforming in relsticnshi with a Government Trading
Ccheme vhich 1ls expected to develoy intoe o Ce-onerative Wholesule Sociely
cezling in merchancise end co re, In the Zclomons all commercial and
economic undertekings were abandcned &nd cre unliXely te be resumed until
normal sea communications with the rrotectcr.te is restored, the labcir
su vly vroblem hes emsed end tie ccconut ilentaticns have resumeé ;rcduction,
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Eecenticl swplles are at present maintained through the.Government Trading
Scheme by small government vessels whick will be ruvite unable tc cope -with
eny reviving cormercial snd inductrial activity. Gold prospecting was
interruyted :ind has not yet recommencod..

The populatign of thre Gilberts,is increasing rapidly: and ths Islionds
are overcrowded. Substantial cchemes for the acquisition of land reculred
for ihe surplas_yo;ulation is an important pert of development progromme,
The ropulation in the Solomens is also beginning to incresase.

The present lebour force in the Solomens ie inadecuate for post-war
recuirements because of the dlsruption of labour sipply and unwillingness of
labourars to accert em;loyment on ;lantétions as before the wor., The
develoyment progremme for both the Gilbert and Sclomon Islands will recuire
trhe temorary linortation of monacerial and technicol : ersonnel.

It 1s.provosed to facillitate the migraticn from the overcrowded Gilbert
and Tllice Islinds to the yractically uninhabited Line Islands.

Forei:n trace in the Gilberts is smcll. The hoosrhate exports will
continue to give it a urinouncsed favoursble bzlance. Over the

Torr-year poriod 19%8-50 the Colcny wiil re:uire to imrcrt =n annual Lver:ge

)

of sbout B1i3,0C0 cavitel goode end genersl merchandise. TFreisht .ccounis
for an wnuennlly bigh prosortion of the cost of dmycrts. About 350,000 tons
of phosrhates ené 7,000 tons of copra mey be mude evallable for. export
ammually as from 1948, In the Sclomens foreizn trode elso is small. Oveyr
the four-yecr periocé the rrotectorate will reguire to import an annuvzl averase
of about B:70,000 capitel -;00ls «nd genercl mowvchendice. Over the same
pveriod it mey be able to meke aveilable for export a like value of
agricnlturcl rroduce. Both imiorts end exports will be increased “if
cormmunications develop.

There are nc railveys in sithsr the Gilbert or Solomon Islands., In the
Gilberts the existing rocds, waterucys anc¢ .irficlds are adeguate, =nd in the

Solomons there are 2C0 miles of new road. A substcntiel increcee i recnired
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in the number of smrll slzel see=poing vesscle fer inter-islond treons: ort,
In the G!llterts further recovery wouléd be imreired if capital weie not
nrovicded iz Tfincnce the Co-0.erative Vholesale Cociety. In the folomons
non-payment of wer dume-e compensation in reevect of larger plontetions ig
parily cause of the delay in thelr rehabilitatlon.
The under-suorly of inducemsnt scode is deleying recovery of
asricultural Lroduce for exgort.





