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GILl3ERI' Al>ID ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY AND 
BIUTISH SOLOMON I SLANDS PROTECTO~.TE 

I. Iml'e.ct of Har cJld Ext ent of Recovery 
~~~~~~~--------------------

The Gilbert ~nd Ellice I sl onds Colony consists of severel c roups of 

i slends, all of which, seve Ocean Island, are coral c.toll s: 

1. The Ellice I sl ends , e~·ea 14 square miles , popule.tion (1940 ) 

4 , 613. 

2 . Fenning I elend, area 15 sc1UE~.re mile.c, p~p~lation (1942) 255; 

\-Tac.hincton Isl !".nd, er ea 6 square miles , population (1942) 99; Ocean 

I s lend, are e. aix miles in oircUl!'..ference , popule.tion 140 Europeans, 

684 As:i.e.tic:.:J. 

3 . Chl·istmas Islond, largest c.toll · in the Pacific, 100 miles in 

circumference; populc.tion ( 1940) 11. 

~-. 'rhe Phoenix Group; E::.ree, 16 r.;que.re ·miles , · iiopulativn (1942 ) 850 . 

5. Gilbert I slends, e.ref:l. 166 oque.re miles , population 26,180 . 

The r evenue of the Cc.•lony for yeer endinG 30 June 1941, ,.,e.s 

:b58, 559 . Th:!.& included an Imper ia.l o·cnt of b938 and a CoJ.onie~ 

bl78, 767 . The principe~ crops are pendems , fruits and coconuts. 

The Britioh Solomon I l:Jlends Pr ot ector <te incl udes the i slands of 

Gu:. cr.loc-.ne.l , Bc.laita, San Cr i s t ovcl , Nev Georcia, Yse.bel, Choiseul , 

Shcrtland, Hono (or Treasury), Vella Lavel le. , P.onongo, Gizo, Rendova, 

Ruse ell, Fl ori de. , Rennell , end numerous ciUall islen d.s , incl udh'lg the Lord 

Howe Group or Ontong J ave , the Santa Crtlz Isl ends, Ticopi a ond Mitre 

Islands , and the Du.ff, or Hiloon Group. 

ThG land arec of t he Prot ectorate is ettil!l .. e .. ted e.t 12 ,400 sque.re 

miles . The 1-?.re,est islend is Guaddce.nal (est illle.ted , 2,500 square miles) 

and the most }lopulous i s M.o~o.ite. (est irnated 40 , 000 inhe.bitants ). Me.lar ia 

i s }l:revalent. The }lopulation at the cE>nsus of 1931 t-ras , nat i ves 93 , 415 ; 
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::rro;•eans 497; :~ siatics 1 93 . Of the natives , aboHt 4,000 ( :i.n Rflnnel, Cnton(., 

J c 1 a , Ti co1 ia , etc ) are .fol ynesia.ns , the r ema :'.. nt~e:;.~ HeL.ne Gians . 'fhere <:.r? 

nc native s t 2.tes e..nd tl:.e soci~d or der :is ";)r iPJiti'.·e . ~duce.tion iS ent~.re1y 

i n t he he,m1& o! t!;e f i '.'e llJis~.: ionn . 

In the f.o1omon I s1and.s coconuts , r ubber J sveet ::; otatoes , }:inea::.Jil1es , 

...r1<l b r:-.n.:..nas c.re gr o"m . The value of ex;orts in 1911-Q- 41 '1-Ta s :t:.131 , 938 , · 

inc1u<li n.; co~ ra , 1 2 , 991 -~ens , t:l00 ,90 9 va l ue; tJ.ml1er '~ , 021, '(45 super f eet, . . 

111,807; col cl. 963 f ine ounces , li0 ,130; t r ocas shell, 147 t ons , :t:. r ,157 . 

Austr a1ia..'1 notes and sH '.rer are the medium of exchan{;e . No ,p 1 d is in 

c i rculation . 

In the Gilbert anc1. ~:olomon IsL.m1s t here '~<7as no . si t.,n~_fic :.nt l oss cf 

man}'H-~er <!uri ng the w·.r , b~~t there Has~ seriOl1 S ::.nter rur t ion of education 

::_ rq;,r~es . The Br i'tisl! ~hos}:~1e.te Cot.!!liss :i.on ' s im:t:.·.llaticn at Oce;:n Is1- nd 

v ,:..s larsely destr oye<.l anc. the ex.r.·c r t r e<1u0ed to nil . P.econs t.ruction :: s no1v 

' :i:'rorn t he Gilberts 1<rer e no:·"Iae.l1J: ·; , 000 t ons :f- er .:mn:.un an0 wer e reclucec:. to nJ1 • 

.Recovery i s ser iously del ,;.yec b;y lc.ck of ovel·se<.'.s : .nc ::.1~ter - lslr.nc1 tr.:::l'JSJ.,ort . 

Tiw cocoP.v.t ~. lantr.tivns i n tile E.ol omons ( S·~ , 000 .:.~.ere ~:} suff ered 20 - ~=~ 

:)el'Cent e.e s t r uct.i on anC. <.>ni vers :_l ceter i c r ::.t i on chw t r: vnc1er •me.intenance 1 

incluoin~~ l oss of cattl e herds . The co .. ra ex,;,ort ,.,._~s rec.:.:cer1 t o nil. 

Recover y to the r r e vious llk<:.Xi nnun of 23 , 000 tons .L er annurn is tmlikel y end 

an;;:- r ecovery is seri0usly i·etarc'.ed. by l o.ck of overseas .::..nc1. i nter- island 

tl'<-.nq.or t . In the G.i.lbert I s l am' s the A.nst ralhm-be.eec1 cor..mer ci<:.J. f irms 

evaca.:te0. the Col ony anc. heve not r €tll!'ned . 'l'he Cc - o:rer at1 ,,~ Societies l!er e 

C:ee.lin•.:; in rnerchanc j se e.~d co~rt.: . In the :-~clemons all comrner c:i.al e nd. 

economi c uncer taki ngs P':lre abanc.cneC enc ~.re un1Hrely tc b e r esuruec1. ·;mt il 

normal s ea communications ui th tno :t'rotectc.r~'.t e is restor ed , the labc::r 

su:.:>ly ~:roblem ht~s ee.sef.. e-n d t~1e ccconut 1-l e.nte.t i ons have r esUinec1 ·J: r cducti on. 
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Es.::E1ntid . su~'P~ie.s are <:t presen~ mai ntained thro !_;.{,h t l'1e .Gover nment 'l'r ading 

Schet:Je by small f$Overnment vessels \<Thicfi yill b e f;.l'.i te UI?able to _cope ·lTi th 

c.ny reviving con~mcrcial i:\nd ind.uotria~ c..ctivi ty . Gold ];r oar.ecting ~·:as 

l nterru:,ted ;;.n(. has not yet r.eco~:mencocl. . 

The P9Pllle.t i on of . tb.e Gil?erts. is i _ncr.ea~inc r ap i_tUY; and t he I slw&e 

are over crot·rdeC. . Substantial. s cheme_s for the_ aCQuisition of land re( tlired. 

for t.iie S U!'~l llS j,;OT.ulatlon iS an l lll:i)Or tc::.nt .pe.r t Of O.evel opment J:rOt:,l:'O.II!llle , 

The ::CO!}ulation in the Solomons is also be.c;inning to i ncrea se . 

The pr esent l ab0.1.1rfor ce i.n the Solomons is .. inadec u:;tte f or post- v:a r 

r eQ.ui r .er::ents bec~;we . of tne. cU s rurtion of labour s apply and umrill iJjGness of 

lal,)ovri'lrs to ;:;.cce~t em.f-lO~'!lJeJjt on ~. lante.ti ons a s b ef('lre the 1-rr..r. .The 

<leveloi:)nJent pr o{;.rt.m::e f or both t he G:!.lbcrt and Solnrnon I s lands '1-ii.ll req_u! re 

ti:e tell1}.-or .:.ry im::or tation of n:~:m:. (.~erial an9 tec:mi-·0.1 : •. ersonnel . 

It is. pr ofoSed to fac111 tate the mlt}ra"!.;icn .frnrn the overcr oudecl Gi 1lH3r t 

Fore:tcn . tre,(~e in the Gilberts is sr.:r.ll. .The . l\o.~····h~\ te CX1'lor ts lrHl 

continue t o g i Ye it a .:.; l '(.i10tm ced f <ivo;n::able bz.l;::n ce . Ow3r the 

f o· ·r-ye::tr j_: cr iod 1946.- 50 the_ Colcny '.rill r e-:_:;1r e to ir!Jl~ crt 2n r:.nnual ... ver.:-,Ge 

of .:·bout 1175_, C•CO cayi tc~ c,ood~ l!nd cen er e.l roeNhanci8e . F r ei:;ht ,·.ccount s 

fe-r i:l.n lmus_w:.lly hj;:;h i)ro~;crt:ion of i:!1e cost of ii'.;.!. Ol"ts . Abot>:t 350 ,000 t o11s 

of :~hos: ·hates .eno 7 ) 000 tons of copra may be m.:. c1e e,va:;.Ittble f or . export 

<.::.nnually as fr~m 1948 . In t he 1:- ol o.lllC'DS f or eic n tro.C.::- elsa is sto18ll. Over 

the four-ye~r per i oc t he ~rotcctorate Hil l require t o iD1for t an anm~.ll averac e 

of · abo;.:.t :b~~~ , 000 c";.pi ~al · -L:'OO<.~s t..nd generc~ mcrche.ntlice . Over · the zc:.rne 

period j t may be abl e t o mc~l<e av~dlable f or ex}or t a l :i. ke val ue of 

acricnl turc.l i. r educe . Beth :i·m~~orts e.ncl. exports .vr.U.l be increasec ·if 

conmanlcatlcns develor . 

There are ne- rc.::.hrc.ys in a:ithur the Gilbert or f·ol ornon I slancl s . Io t he 

Gilber ts t he existin~.; r o;.'.<ls , H:~teruc.ys ·anC: .~i rf:icle::; a r e a o.eq_uate , ::.nd in the 

Sol omons there are 2CO m:U ea of ne"r road . A s ubo·(.r. n t;lel i ncrec.se io· r er:-_t'.i red 
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in the munber of smdl sizeci. sEJe.- co~. ne; vessels f c::c i nter- :Usl ::md trr.ns!_ ort . 

In the G..:. l berts f.rrt:1e r r ecovery ~:o~U.C. b e irn:.'<::. i red if ca1li tul ':!e:..·c not 

:, rovH' ed t c. nnc.nce t he Co- o:_ erati ve \-!!1olesale ::ociety . In the Solorw:-:s 

non- :f,,lyment of ue.r <\.:.rr.a~e com::ensc:tion in ree:,ect of le.r:~er plc.nte.t~.ons io 

partly cause of the de.le.y i n thei r rchal1ili tation ~ 

The un<ler - suprl y of i ndt.:cen:ent :;;co(~G is ch;l t?..yine; r ecovery of 

<l.:,ricul t L<.ral j r oduce f or ~x~or t; . 




