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The ‘meeting was called to order at 3.55 pP.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA crry e 1

The agenda-was adopted.

THE SITUATION IN PANAMA )
" LETTER DATED 20 DECEMBER 1989 FROA THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF NICARAGUA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(S/21034)

The PRESIDENT (1ntetpretat10n from Spanlsh): In accordance with the

decision taken at the 2899th meeting, I invite the representatlve of Nicaragua to
take a place at the Council table.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Serrano-Caldera  (Nicaragua) - took a

place at the Council table.

The PRESIDENT;(interpretation from Spanish):‘ 1 should like to inform the
’cohncil thae I haverreceived letters from the representatives of Cuba, El Salvador,
the Libyen Arab Jamahiriya and Peru in which they request to be invited to
partlcxpate in the dlscu551on of the item on the Coun011's aqenda., in accordance
with the usual pmactlce, 1 propose, with the consent of the Counc1l, to 1nv1te
those-representatives tq participate in the discussion w1thoqt the rlght to vote,
in conformity with ;he relevant provisions of the Charter and rule 37 of the
Oouncil's provisienal rules of procedure. |
There being no objection, it is so decided.

At~the'invitEtion-of-the~PreSident;~Mr.-Oramas~01iva-(Cuba),

Mr. Castaneda- Cornejo (El Salvador), Mr. Treiki- (Libyan Arab Jamahlrlya) and

Mr. Luna: (Peru) took - the - places reserved for- them at the side of: the Counc11

Chamber.,

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Security Council' will

now resume its ¢onsideration of the item on its agenda.
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(The: President)

I should like to draw the attentlon of menbers of the Council to document
S/21036 whlch contalns the text of a letter dated 20 December 1989 from the
Chargé d'affaires, ad-interim; of Brazil to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General. | | A

| The first speaker is the representative of Yugoslav1a.
Mr.  PEJIC (Yugoslav1a)- At thg outset, let me express my delegation's .
satisfaction at seeing you, Sir, the representatlve of friendly and non-aligned
- Colombia, pre51d1ng over the dellberatlons of the Securxty Council at this crucial
moment., Your vast diplomatic experiencge, dedication and wisdom, demonstrated
already on so many occasions in these chambers, are the best guarantee that you
will carry out this responsible duty successfully. I assure you that in your

efforts you can count on the full co-operation and understanding of the Yugoslavia

delegation.
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Mr. Pejic, Yugoslavia)

‘itshouid like also to convey my delegation's appreciation to thevPermanent
Representative of the Peopie's Republic‘of China, His Excellency Mr. Li Luye, for |
the very shilful and exceptionally effective guidance of the work of the_Councii‘
during‘the busy month of November. | | o

On behalf of my delegation and in my capacity as Chairman of the Co-ordinating
Bureau of the non-aligned countries in the United Nations, whidh at its meetinq
yesterday considered the situation in Panama, I should like to state that it was
with profound shock and dismay that we learned of the armed 1ntervention by United ?
IStates military forces against non—aligned Panama. | i |

Non—aligned countries have always consxdered as unacceptable any foreign 7
intervention, especxally military 1ntervention, under any pretext, since 1t
represents a gross violation of sovereignty. That is how we perceive the action of
United States forces in non-aligned Panama. | |

We express our firm objection to that act, which constitutes a violation of
: and disregard for the independence, sovereignty and territorial-integrity Qf'
Panama._'Ourvconcern is even greater since that intervention was carried out at a

. S i
moment when we all believed that an orientation towards relaxation of the‘i'
international»situation and‘international tension and towards the seatch-for
'solutions through dialogue and negotiations had been universally accepted. ‘ »

We are particularly surprised that this deplorable act has been: undertaken at
‘a time when the countries of the region were striving‘to find peaceful solutions‘to j
existing problems in Central America. It will no doubt not only damage the
: stability of the region but also seriously affect the prevaiiing positive
;atmosphere in international relations. : V | ,
Non—aligned countries have always strongly opposed and condemned the use or

" threat of force,‘coercion,'military intervention and other forms ofvinterference in-
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the internal affairs of other countries, regardless of the‘pretext or exouse.' At
their ninth summit conference. held in Belgrade, the Non-Aligned Countries
,reaffirmed the inalienable right of the Panamanian people freely to decide ondtheir
own political; econonmic and social system without any form of external}pressure,v

: interference'or intervention. They also expressed the hope that the Panamanian‘
people might in the shortest possible .time express freely andxdenocratically its
will to chooseAits own way of internal development, fully exercising its civil and
political rights~uithout foreign'interference. That position was further
reaffirmed in'tne communiqué adopted by the Co-ordinating Bureau yesterday in New
York. | | | L | |

Therefore, we cannot but re-emphasize our strong objection o military
intervention and interference in the 1nterna1 affairs of Panama. The use of force
and the violation of the independence and terr1tor1a1 1ntegr1ty of that non-aligned
. c0untry cannot resolve the dispute that exists between the Uni ted States and
Panama. We also seriously doubt that democracy can be promoted by foreign military
Imeans. We are aware of the problems with which the Panamanian people has of late
been faced in its internal development. Yet, whatever one may think about the
regime of General Noriega, it is up to the Panamanian people to decide what kind of
Government or internal development is most suitable for its oountry.

We therefore strongly believe that the only vay to resolve the on901ng :
situation is through dialogue and negotiations .in a broader regional oontext.

At its meeting yesterday, the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned
Countries called on the United States to cease immediately all ndlitary operations
~and withdraw its troops. Otherwise, we feel, the continuation of the hostilities
can lead only to a further aggravation of tensions in the region, with dangerous

consequences for regional stability and the ongoing efforts to restore peace and

security in Central America.
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“The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative’
of Yugoslavia for the'kind,words he addressed'ta me. f'_ﬁ' R
Mr. RANA‘(Nepal)z’ Allow me at the outset - to offer you, Sir, our warm
felicitations on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for the
month of December. It is an added honour for your great country, Cblombia, with
which Nepal has close'ties:of friendship and co-operation. Baving had the'honour‘
and privilege of working closely with you, we are fully familiar with your R
diplomatic skill and accomplishments, and therefore feel confident in your wise and
.- able guidance. | ' : ’ | |
| I wish also to pay a tribute to your predecesSOr, His Eicellency Ambassadorf
Li Luye, Permanent Representative of China, for the exemplary manner in which:he”v
conducted the affairs of the Council daring the month of November. T
The Security Council is meeting to consider the serious developments 'in
Panama, which we are following closely and with concern. The threat or use of
force in settlinq disputes among and between States, in this age and. at this time,
is not only a dangerous practice but also a disturbing precedent. The |
international community is therefore duty-bound to‘deplore and discourge suchA'
tendencies.' As a small non—aligned country, Nepal views the United States military
intervention in Panama with grave concern. I need hardly emphasize that such
actions are contrary‘to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
established norms of international law. We are also distressed by the reported
loss of life and destruction of property resulting from that action._
| My delegaticn would not like at this staqe uo go ‘into the merits of the ‘case,
which is a matter of bilateral relations between two sovereign States. We strongly
: believe, however, that bilateral differences cannot and should not justify military
'intervention. Based on that position of principle Nepal has consistently opposed
‘intervention in the internal affairs;of~States,'whenever and whereverrthey‘have»

. A
occurred..
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VOur concern at the present case is heightened'becance it'takes clace at a time
rwhen there is a steady trend towards the relaxation of international tensions},with
correponding efforts to enlarge areas of co—operation and accommodation. ’Our
.concern is all the greater because the action involves a nwjor Power and a
';ermanent member of the Security counc11, which has ‘a special responsibility under
the Charter for the maintenance of 1nternationa1 peace and security.

- His MaJesty s Government of Nepal‘is concerned at the United States action in
Panama also hecause of the serious consequences it nay have for'the ongoing efforts
of the countriee of CentralyAmerica'to find a peaceful negotiated settienent of the
problens,,thereby ensuring peace;‘etabiiity and seourity in the region.

My delegation therefore calls for a sbeedy énd to the nilitary-aotion ﬁhich
constit'ntes a violation of the independence,‘ territorial integrity and vsovereigntj
of Panama. We expect the Security ccuncil to take prompt and firm measures that

would ensure the inalienable right of the people of Panama to decide its destiny

free from interference and intervention from out51de.
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‘rThe'PRESIDENTi(interpretation from Spanish): I thank the,representative
of‘ﬁepal for his kind words addressed to myvcountry and to me.

MR. TADESSE (Ethiopia): First of all, I wish to extend to you, Sir, the
sincere congratulations of the Ethiopian deiegation‘on your assumption of the
presidency of thevSecurity Council for the month of December. I am sure that your
wisdom, your special acumen for skilful negotiations and your ability to steer'us_
through the difficult maze of issues will definitely contribute to the effective
fulfilment of the Council's responsibilities.

Similarly, allow me to~pay a tribute to your predecessor, Ambassador Li Luye;
the Permanent Representative of China, who so ably guided the'Council's
deliberations during the eventful month of November.

The Secutity Council is convened at an extremely critical moment when one of
the tenets of the United Nations, which constitutes the bedrock of existing
international order and stability, has been grossly violated;’ I am, of course,'
’referring'to the principle of non-use of force in inter-State relations and, in
particular; to the settlement of disputes among States. |

By all accounts the intervention of tne United States forces in Panama, which
started in the early morning of 20 December 1989, in whatever form it may have -
happened or under whatever pretext it may have been launched, flies in the face of
the Charter principles of the United Nations. It reveais an unnecessary flexing of i
big-Power muscle against a small, non-aligned Member of the United Nations. It is
not only a negation but also makes a mockery of the very notions that the.Qnited ;
States itselfrpropounds against recourse to vioience in advancing certain perceived'
‘political. values and/or in the settlement of outstanding differences.

In this connection I wish to state most unequivocally my delegation’s sense of
distress and outrage at the 1ntervention of the United States forces in Panama and

the senseless loss of innocent lives. It is even more saddening that such an act
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of inﬁerferenée is taking place‘against the backdrop of an international‘political
climate in the throes of transformation in faveur'of dialogue, détente and the
peaceful settlement of conflicts.

The Secutity Council is ehafged with the heavy«responSibility'ef‘maintaining
internatienal peaee and security and prQorking strenuously‘for the'remqval of
’threatsAof any kind ﬁhat tend to jeopardize fhe climate of internatibnal
co~operation. In’the view of my delegation the intervention of ;he United States‘
forces in Panama is a grave flouting of existing international norms and practices 
band, as such, poses a senieus th:eat to the peace of‘the regien and of the world a&
large. It not only sours the international atmosphere and leads to the heightening
"of tension; it is also a significant setback’on‘the path of prog;ess towards a,more
secure globe free from intimidation, blackmail and threat oftmiolence.

In light of the foregoing Ehere can be no justification for military
‘interference in the intefnal affairs of a sovereign State.'no’matter how eloquently
one may wish to explain the act. It simply is unacceptable.- it is againsm the
Agrain of the ideals and goals the Non-Aliéned Momement has foughtﬂso'hafd bom
uphold. It is not in accord with the conduct of a big Power;'a<permanent“member ef.
ihe‘Security Couneil, wnich bears‘special responsibility fer world peace and
security. v

' We are all aware of the simmering misunderstandmgs and conflicts between the
Governments of the United States and Panama, which have been in the news for some
time. As neighbou;s and as pargies to a Treaty it was incumbent upon them Ua o
‘fesolve tneir differences thrOugniexisting mechanisms for the settlement of
disputes. Even 1f’regional'ar:angements and mechanisms did not yieldvthe desi;ed‘
results, the Security Council would have been one of the forums for the expression
of grievances and for the-matal autherity of the United Nations to be fully

tapped. Instead, the precipi tate action by the United States'to resort to the
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military option is not oniy deplorable; it also preéents the Security Cogncil with
a serious challenge.

In my delegation's view the Security Council should declare in no unéertain
terms that fofcé is an anachronism in international relations. It should ﬁrge_the
United Stétes to cease its military operation immediately and to withdraw its
interventionist forces from Panama without delay. It sﬁould reiterate its
rejection of any violation of the fe:ritorial integrity, sovereignty and
independence ofré United Nations Member State. |

As members of the Non-Aligned Mqvement, we find the massive use of force‘_
against small na tions extremely alarming. The United Nations should muster its
authority and respectability to continue to inspire the faiﬁh of its smaller and
weaker Members, which have no defence other than the prStection offered by its
Charter principles for their survival as sovereign and independent States.

In this regard the present criéis over Panama affords ﬁhe United Nations.'énd »
the Security Council in particular, the opportunity to‘take a clear stand in

respect of international law and in condemnation of the naked use of force against

a small Member State. We are confident that the Oodncil ﬁill; at the conclusion of

its deliberations, send this clear and loud message and live up to its stature and

to global expectations.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

 of Ethiopia for his kind words to me.
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&r. TORNUDD (Finland): First, I wish to congratulate you, Sir, on the
assumption by Colombia of the'pfesidency of the Security Council fdr the month of
December. This month seems to be a demanding one for the President, and my
delegation pledges its full co-operation with you and wishes you every succeés 1n
- your work. ‘

‘ﬁt éhe same time, I wish‘bo thank His Excéllency Ambassador Li Luye of ChinéL’
fdr-his moét ffiendly‘and paiient handling of the duties of the presidency during
the previous month of November. ” |

The vaernment of'Finléna has already expressed its concern over the present
situation in Panama. In our view all international controversies should be
;esOlved by peaceful means without recourse to the use ofrforcé.

We certainly recogn;ze the iight to self—defence ﬁnder interpational law. 1In
ou;‘view it is cléar, however, that the military intervention undertaken by the
United States in Panama, with considerable loés of life, Qas‘avdisproportionate.

response to the recent incidents in Panama, reprehensible as they were.
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Mr. Toruudd;-Finland).

This matter should be considered on the basis of the principles of
international law, in particular those enshrined in the United Nations Charter.
Our position has nothing to do with our attitude towards various acts of violence,
drug-trafficking or unconstitutional behaviour for which the»Panamanian authorities
may be responsible. Such behaviour is'of course unacceptable.

The restoration of legitimate democracy in Panama should be encouraged. Any

. available 1nternatlonal mechanisms should be utilxzed to promote respect for human '

rights and the ma;ntenance of peaceful law and order in that country. We reqret 1n
particular theianuuiment of the’electious in May 1989.

The Organization of American suates (OAS) has'naoe commendable‘efforts.bo'

- promote democracy and peaceful solutions in Panama. In May the OAS expressed
concern about the grave events and the abuses by éeneral Noriega in the crisis and
the electoral process in Panama, and urged the autﬁorities in?Panama ;o;refrainr
from any measure or act that could aggravate the crisis. The OAS also exhorted all
States to refrain from any action that may infringe on the principle of
noo-intervention in the internal affairs of States.

In the present situation, we would’hope thatrthe Security'Council coulad
express its grave concern about the events in Panama, and immediately call for a
 cease-fire and the withdrawal of those United States forces that are not |
_legitimately in the national territory of Panama under existing agreements. We
would also hope that the counoil could affirm the right of the Panamanian people
freely to elect their 1eg1t1mate authoritles. |

That seems to us to be the only way towards the restoration of peace in Panama -

and a reduction'of the tension that now affects the whole region.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from»French); I thank the representative

of Finland for the kind words he addressed to me.
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address to you, Sir, my warmest congratulations on your accession to the pteeidency
of ‘the Council for the month of‘Deceﬁber.v Your many qualities, which areASO well
known\te all the memeers of the COhncil, prompt us to express our conviction that
,you‘will, Qith your'cueeoma;y skill, be able to assume the burden, which preSent
circumstances meke even heavier, not only as the representative of a friendly
country, Colombia, but indeed as'a repfesentative of all Latin America:

| I should also like to pay a particuiar tribute to Ambassaador Li Luye, of the
People's Republie of Chine; who‘presidediover the Secerity Council with so much"
tact and efficiency last month. |

What has happened in Panama undeniably reflects an abruptvreéressioe with.
respect to everything that in the course of the last feur decades has been defined
by the internetioﬁalvoommunity as a code of conduct and as rules thet are‘incuﬁbent
upon all States, great and small. | |

The Charter of.the United Nations, the Declaration on érinciples governing
friendly reletions among S;ates; of 1970, the decument that defines aggression,.the
principles of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. held in
Helsinki in 1975, the growing role and authority of the Ineernational Court ofv‘
Justice - all are valuable landmarks affirming those rules that should govern:eny
civilized society that respects the law, freedom and justice. ‘

Thus respect for the sovereiénty and territorial integfity of States, the
inViolaSility of’frontiers, eon—iheerference in demestic affai;s, the right of
-‘peoples'ua self-detetmination, the non-use of'ferce, ahd the peacefdl settlement of
disputes aie regerded by Alqeria, as by all Member States of ihe United Nations, as‘
axiomatic in 1hter—State relations.

There can be no doubt that it is because those fundaﬁeetel principles have not

been observed that we are meeting here today. The intervention of United States
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armed forces in Panama, a non-aligned country and a Member of our Organization.
quite obviously represents a,violation of the principles set forth in the Charter
and the fUndamental norms of internatibnal law. | |

Yesterday, in a statement made by its spokesman. ‘the Algerian Government
ekpressed its profound concern at this military intervention. ‘We also express our
alarm at the large number of casualties among innocent civilians.

Algeria associates itself with the strong condemnation voiced by almost the

entire international community at this example of the disturbing resurgence of the

logic of power. The action is all the more reprehensible in that it has heen

perpetrated by a State that is a permanent member of the Security Council and thus

bearg gpecial responsibility as regards international peace and security and
peace-keeping and should therefore have displayed restraint and respect for .

established: principles.

This action likewise establishes a grave precedent in so far as it is fraught 2

with a potential threat to the security of small States through an abusive and
erroneous interpretation of the prov151ons of the Charter of the United Natious.
\Whatever their nature, and however serious disputes may be, armed intervention can
never be justified, and 1t should be unambiguously condemned.

What has happened runs counter to the whole climate of detente at present

,prevailing internationally, and it 1nevitably raises questions about the underlying'

motives that made military'intervention preferable to the promotion of dialcgue and
negotiation through exhaustive recourse to peaceful means.

-What is more, qngoing dialogue had already been initiated among the five
countries of Central America and the eight countries of Latin America. There can
be no doubt that the ccuntties Of thg.region have given evidence of political
tenagity in resolving problems confronting them. Enjoying. as they do, the

constant support of the international community and our Secretary-General. the
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lGovernments and States of that region have consxstently worked to restore
confidence and to create the conditions necessary for. the advent of an era of
peace, understanding and coeoperation on the basis of the fundamental principleswof
non-interference in the internal affairs of’States and the right to :
self—determination.' |

It is to be hoped that this demonstration of armed force, and particularly the »l
potential threats with which it is fraught, w111 not thwart the peace efforts in
that much troubled region, which though fragile are very real, since the peoples of
Latin America place all their hopes in them.

On the basis of the ideals and principles that bind us all through our
'adherence to the Charter of the United Nations, Algeria would urge the cessation of
military 1ntervention and the immediate, unconditional withdrawal of foreign troops
from Panama. We call upon the parties concerned to resolve outstanding problems by
) peaceful means, and we express the hope that through normalizing the situation. it
w111 be possxble for the Panamanian people, and it alone, to decide 1ts future.‘

Algeria has complete faith in the genius of the peoples of Latin America to

promote and help in the speedy return of normalcy in Central America.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Algeria for the kind words he addressed to me.
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. Mr; ALENCAR (Brazil): May I congratulate you, Sir, on having assumed the
presidency of the Security OCouncil for the month of December. The manner'in which
you have ccnducted the business of the Council in the first three weeks of this '
month shows that the confidence we placed in-yOu from the very beginning was amply
justified. |

I should also like to'express our appreciation for the-efficient.manner‘in

which your predecessor, Ambassador Li Luye of China, led us in the month of

November.

Yesterday, a- few hours after theFUnited States'military intervention in
Panama, the Brazilian Government issued a declaration on the subjeot. That
declaration was circulated today and reads as foilows:

"The Brazilian Government learned early this morning, with surprisepand
great concern, of the United States military action in Panama. Faithfdl;ﬂ:
the legal norms and principles which govern the relations among States, |
embodied in the United Nations Charter and in the charter of the Organization
of American States, and con51dering the fact that a Meeting of consultation on .
»the subject remains open, Brazil, which condemns the use of force in |
,international disputes, deplores‘the events in Panama and issues a vehement
appeal that a prompt and peaceful solution to the crisis be found, based on

respect for the principles of self-determination and non-intervention.

(S/21036, annex)

We expect that in its deliberations on this serious quegmionathe Security
‘Council wil; be guided by a sense of respect for these pr1nc1ples and by the urgent

need for theit implementation.

The 3§ESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the representative

of Brazil for his kind words addressed to me.
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[‘. Mr;~HAsnf'(Ma1a§sia)z I ehouldllike;.first of all, to congratulateuyou‘
nest warmly, Sir, on your aesumption of the pnesidencf of the Security‘qouneil%for‘
‘the month of December.v_My delegation is confident tnat,-givennyour vast diplomatic
skilleiand experience, youvwill be able to steer the work of the Council to a
successful conclusion. I should also like to exptess our appreciation to
;Ambassador Li Luye of the People's Republic of China for the skilful manner in-
- which he managed: the work of the Council last month,

Maleysia is‘seriously concerned about the situation in Panana resulting from.
the‘military intervention of the,UnitedeStates. We are outraged‘by the'actionref
the United States, which violates both the spirit and the letter of the United
Nations Charter as-well as internationally accepted‘principles of civilized ebnduet
in”international relations. ‘Malaysia holdS’saerosanct tne princibles of respect
for the sovereignty and territorial 1ntegr1ty of States and of strict -
.non—intervention in the internal affairs of States. We hold these principles
‘ dear - principles enshrined in the Charter of the Organization - because they are
the rules which we Members of the Organization live: by and are sworn to. uphold
through our national COnstitutions. Indeed, they are ghevonly rules vwhich provide
a nbdicum of guarantee ef'yhe"viabilify ana integrity ofismall Stetes»againSt bigi
or powerful“ones. In”a world of SOVeneign States there can Se no other rules, or
exceptibn to these rules, which were,fashioned by the founding~fathers_of the
Organization. |

LMy delegation has studied carefully therexplanation by the United States
relaeing to its military intervention,in’fanana and is mindful of the circumstances
that prompted the United States action. We deplore the viélenée'that hed been used’
ageinst‘several off-duey United States military officers, which_teSulted in the

death of one of them and precipitated the United States military intervention. "'
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Bowever.~‘in our view there are no justifications for an outright military‘
in‘tervention by the United States in Panama. 1In our view major States,
particuiarly those: sitting as permanent members of the Council, have the added
responsibility of ensuring the maintenance - indeed, the promotion - of
international peace and security, rather than precipitating instability and
uncertainty.

Malaysia would therefore add its voice to the call already made by many
_ Members of the Organization on the United States to desist from further action
which would exacerbate the situation and to withdraw its invading forces from
_Pana‘m'a. We ca]l on the United States to uphold the utmost respect for the
eovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Panama and to allow the
‘people of Panama to sort out their internal problems by themselves. In an. era that
is witnessing" M,ramatic changes in favour of peace. conciliation and political

accommdation 2 _,ng- States, it is regrettable that a major international player in

these very same events has resorted to the use of force to settle its own
differences with 8 small neighbour. In our view,' only the immediate cessation of
Unii:ea States military intervention in Panama would help restore,, international

~ confidence in the rule of law.in relations among States, of which the United States

has been a leading proponent.

. The ERBDEE (mterpretatim from Spa“iSh"" I thank the representative .
, .‘j’:'ot Malaysia for his kind words addressed to me. | B '
. ‘!?he next speaker is the representative of Cuba. |  § :‘iriVite him to t‘a'k‘e‘ . élace_: .
,':':fat the Coum:il table and to make his statement. : : '

Mr, ORAMAS OLIVA (Cuba). {interpretation from Spanish): We arei- pleased: 0

‘:'see you, sir. the representative of a fra ternal Latin American country. presiding

" over the Security cOuncil - and especially today. when' the dignity of Latin Ame*riéa ‘
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has once again been trampled underfoot, when the sovereignty of a2 Latin AmericénT 
counfry has been grdssly violated, when the mdst sacred principles dpheld by Latin
America for decades have been flouted. It is therefore our ébhviction th;t you, |
Mr. Presidént, with your expetience and skill, combined with your sensitivities as
the representative of a Latin Aﬁerican country, will be able sqccessfully to |
cohduct'the debate upon which we have now embarked.

We also wish to extend our best wishes and appteciation to your predecessor,

A the Permanent Representative of the Peéple's Républi¢~of China, for his
distinguished and effective workbas Ptésident of tﬁe Security Cbuhcil.in November.
This Yeér the Security Council has been wbrkihg inténsively to'résoive or
attenuate vérious cqnfliéts_the‘ﬁorldrover.- The steédfast efforts of its membgrs'
inlthe cause of‘peace have. bee