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I. INTRODUCTION

L- At its 3ral ptenary ne€tiug, o! 22 Septe$ber 1989, the GeneraL AssenbLy, otr the
recomrnendation of th€ General Corntnittee, decided to include in its agenda th€ itBn
entitled "Enhancing the effectivetess of the principle of period.ic and genuine
elections" and to al.Iocate it to the Third Contnittee.

2. The Cotnmittee considar€d the iten jointly with items 95, 98, 106, 107, 108,
1I4 and 115 at its 36th to 43rd, 50th, S4th aud F6th neetings, on B, 9, 10, 13, 14,
f5, ZL, 24 a\d, 27 November 1989, Au account of the Committee,s discussion is
contained in the relevant surnmary records (A/C.3/44ISR.36-43, 50, 54 and 56).

3. For its consideration of the iten, the CooEnittee had before it the f,olLowinq
docunents:

(a) Note by the Secretary-General on enhancing the effectiveness of the
principle of periodic and geauiae efections (^/44/454 and Corr,1),

(b) Letter dated 26 April 1989 fron th€ P€rnanent Represeutat.ive of Panana Co
the Uniteal Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/254 S/20607).

4. At the 36th tneeting, on I November, the Under-Secretary-Ge rre ral for Hunan
Rights rnade an introductory statenent (aee AlC.3/44/SR.36).
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Report of the Third Committee

Rapporteur: Mr. Wilfried GROLIG (Federal Republic of Germany)

I. INTRODUCTION

1; At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee~ decided to include in its agenda the item
entitled "Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine
elections" and to allocate it to the Third Committee.

2. The Committee considered the item jointly with items 95, 98, 106, 107, 108,
114 and 115 at its 36th to 43rd, 50th, 54th and 56th meetings, on 8, 9, 10, 13, 14,
15, 21, 24 and 27 November 1989. An account of the Committee's discussion is
contained in the relevant summary records (A/C.3/44/SR.36-43, 50, 54 and 56).

3. For its consideration of the item, the Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Note by the Secretary-General on enhancing the effectiveness of the
principle of periodic and genuine elections (A/44/454 and Corr.l);

(b) Letter dated 26 April 1989 from the Permanent Representative of Panama to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/44/254-SI20607).

4. At the 36th meeting, on 8 November, the Under-Secretary-General for Human
Rights made an introductory statement (see A/C.3/44/SR.36).
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tI. CONSIDARATION OF PROPOSAI.S

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/44lL.59 antl ametrdments
coptain€tl in A/C.3/44,/L.72

5. At the soth m€6ting, or 21 November, the representatlve of the uuiteal States
of America, otr behalf of Antiaua and Barbuda. Australia. Austria, Belqilu!. Cosla
Rica, the Dominican Republic. El Salvador. Franc€. Germany. Federal Republlc of.
Horduras, Hurgarv, Iudia' ItaLy. alaPa!, LrEenbourg. Malta. the PhillDPines, Polantl,
Portugal. Spain- Turkey, the United States of America a:!d Zaire introduced a draft
resolutio! (NC.3/44/L.59) eltitletl ',Urbalrcing the effectivetreas of the principle
of periodic and genuine electiots". Subsequeatly, Guatemala aad the Unio! of
Soviet socialist Republics joinstt il sPonrorirg the alraft resolution.

6. Ia introduciag tbo draft resolution, th6 ropresertative of the uniteat stat€s
of Anerica orally r€vlsetl it as follors:

(a) The seventh preanbular paragrapb, yhlch read!

"Recoqnizing that there is no single Polltical system or electoral methoal
uhich is equally suit€d to all lratlots alal their PeoPle, anil that national
decisioas eith reapect to inrPlernentiag the PrlaclPle of Perioallc and genuiae
erectiotrs legitinatell' lead to alterlativ€ aPProaches rrhicb have differelrt
advantages and merits, "

was revised to read:

"Reeogni?ing that there is ao single Political system or electoral nethod
whi.ch is equatly suited to all nations anal their people,";

(b) operative paragraph 4, which read!

"Recoglizes that the interaatioaal conrnuDity's efforts to enhance the
effectiveness of the principl.e of periotlie aad genuine electioDs should not
call itrto questio! each State's rigbt freely to chooso aDd dteveloP its
political, social, ecoaomLc aad cultural systerns, rhether ar lot they cotrform
to the preferenc€s of oth6r Stat€sr"

was revised to read!

"Recogruizes that the international cornmunity'a efforts to enhauce tbe
effectiveness of the priaclple of p€riodic and geauiae elections sbould not
call into questioD each Stat6's sovereiga rlght freely to choose and aleveloP
its potitical, social, ecoaomLc and cultural systems, $hether or not they
conform to the prefereuces of other Statesi"

(c) Operative paragraph 9. which readl

"Calls ulpa Etre Connissioa oa Euma! Rights, at its forty-sixth sessio!,
to continue its coDsideration of apProPriate {ays ald means of erhaaciag the
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11. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.59 and amendments
contained in AlC.3/44/L.72

5. At the 50th meeting, on 21 November, the representative of the United States
of America, on behalf of Antigua and Barbuda. Australia. Austria. Belgium. Costa
Rica. the Dominican Republic. El Salvador. France. Germany. Federal Republic of.
Honduras, Hungary, India, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg. Malta, the Philippines, Poland,
Portugal. Spain. Turkey. the United States of America and~ introduced a draft
resolution (AlC.3/44/L.59) entitled "~nhancing the effectiveness of the principle
of periodic and genuine elections", Subsequently... Guatemala and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

6. In introducing the draft reSOlution, the representative of the United States
of America orally revised it as follows:

(a) The seventh preambular paragraph, which read:

"Recognizing that there is no single political system or electoral method
which is equally suited to all nations and their people, and that national
decisions with respect to implementing the principle of periodic and genuine
elections legitimately lead to alternative approaches which have different
advantages and merits,"

was revised to read:

"Recognizing that there is no single political system or electoral method
which is equally suited to all nations and their people,";

(b) Operative paragraph 4, which read:

URecognizes that the international community's efforts to enhance the
effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections should not
call into question each State's right freely to choose and develop its
political, social, economic and cultural systems, whether or not they conform
to the preferences of other States;"

was revised to read:

"Recognizes that the international community's efforts to enhance the
effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections should not
call into question each State's sovereign right freely to choose and develop
its political, social, economic and cultural systems, whether or not they
conform to the preferences of other States;"

(c) Operative paragraph 9, which read:

"Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights, at its forty-sixth session,
to continue its consideration of appropriate ways and means of enhancing the
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Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Al44/ 828
Erglisb
Page 3

effectiveness of th€ priaciple of periotllc aad geauiae olectiols, aral to
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth sessio!, through tbe
Economic atral Social Coulci1i "

sas revised to readl

"CaIIs upoa the Conrnission o! Huma! Rights, at its forty-sirth session,
to contiuu€ its corsideratlon of appropriate rrays and meana of enhancing the
effectiveneae of the prirciple of periodic and geauine electiols iD the
conteat of full respect for the sovereignty of Menb€r States, ald to report to
the Gereral Assenbly at its forty-flfth sessioa, through the Ecotonic aud
Social Council; ".

7. At the 54th meeting, on 24 Nov6nb6r, the repres€ntative of Canerooa, on b€haLf
of Cameroon. Chi!,a, euba. Ghana. Irag. L€sotho. Uoatrda. the Utritetl Regublic of
lanzaria, zenbi€ ald Zlmbab*e, introduced ametrdlmentg to draft resolutioa
AlC.3/44/L.59, aa orally reviseil, rrhich were co[taited in document A/C.3/44/L.72
and read as follows !

(a) "Operative paragraph 3 sbouLdl be a$eldleal to read as follor.s !

'Declares that aletermiElng the wlll of the people requLres au
electoral procesB that provides an equal opportuaity for all citiz€as to
become candidates and put forrard thelr polltlcal vl.ers, lndllvlatually anal
in co-operatioa Eith ottrers, witbi! cotstitutiolal aDd latiotal
legislatio!, I

(b) "D61at6 operative paragraph I aEd relumber the renaililg paragraphs
accordingly. "

8. .A,lso at the 6ame neeting, follorlng a statement by the Chairrna!, the Conmittee
ttecitl€at to postpore coasideration of draft resolutio! 

^/C.3/44/L.59, 
a3 orally

revised, and the ametrdrnents thereto (A/C.!/44/L.72) until 2? Novernber (see
A/C.3/44lSR.54).

9. At tb6 56th rneetl.ng, on 27 Noveniber, the representatl.ve of the Utlteat States,
or behalf of the co-sponsors of draft resolut ioa A/C,3/44/L.59 ilecialetl not to
oppose the proposed emeadment,s (A/C.g/44/L.?Zr.

10. At the 6ame rnoetitg, the Cor rittee adopteil draft resolution A/C.3|44/L.59, as
orally revised and amended, rrithout a vote (see para. 12, draft resolution I).

11. Statemelta after the vote were nade by the represettatlves of the Unitett
States of Anerica, Cameroon, the Nettr€rlaDdE atd llorocco (see A/C.3/44/SR. 56 ) .

B. Draft resoluti.on AlC.g/44/ L.60/R€v.1

L2. At the 50th me€ting, ot 21 Novenber, the representativ€ of Cuba, o! behalf of
Afghanista!. Angola. China, Cuba. Democratlc yemep, Iraa, the Lao people's
Democratic Republic. the Ll.bvaa .A,rab ,Jamahiriva. Nicaradua, Romania, the United
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effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections, and to
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, through the
Economic and Social Council;"

was revised to read:

"Calls upon the Conunission on Human Rights, at its forty-sixth session,
to continue its consideration of appropriate ways and means of enhancing the
effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections in the
context of full respect for the sovereignty of Member States, and to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, through the Economic and
Social Council;".

7. At the 54th meeting, on 24 November, the representative of Cameroon, on behalf
of Cameroon, China, Cuba, Ghana, Iraq, LesQthQ , Uganda, the United Republic of
TanZania. Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced amendments to draft resolution
A/C.3/44/L.59, as orally revised, which were contained in document A/C.3/44/L.72
and read as follows:

(a) "Operative paragraph 3 should be amended to read as follows:

'Declares that determining the will of the people requires an
electoral process that provides an equal opportunity for all citizens to
become candidates and put forward their political views, individually and
in co-operation with others, within constitutional and national
legislation,'

(b) "Delete operative paragraph 8 and renumber the remaining paragraphs
accordingly. 11

8. Also at the same meeting, following a statement by the Chairman, the Conunittee
decided to postpone consideration of draft resolution AlC.3/44/L.59, as orally
revised, and the amendments thereto (A/C.3/44/L.72) until 27 November (see
A/C.3/44/SR.54).

9. At the 56th meeting, on 27 November, the representative of the United States,
on behalf of the co-sponsors of draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.59 decided not to
oppose the proposed amendments (A/C.3/44/L.72).

10. At the same meeting, the Conunittee adopted draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.59, as
orally revised and amended, without a vote (see para. 17, draft resolution I).

11. Statements after the vote were made by the representatives of the United
States of America, Cameroon, the Netherlands and Morocco (see A/C.3/44/SR.56).

B. Draft resolution A/C.3/44/L.60/Rey.1

12. At the 50th meeting, on 21 November, the representative of Cuba, on behalf of
Afghanistan. Angola. China. Cuba. Democratic Yemen. Iraq. the Lao People'S
Democratic Republic. the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. Nicaragua. Romania. the United
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Republic of Tanzania. Vlet Nan. Zanbia anal Zimbsbr.€, l.ltroduc6d a revisstl ilraft
r€solution (^/C.3/44/L.60/Rev.1), entitl.ed "Respect for the pritrciples of aatlonal
sovereignty aad ron-itterferetce LD tbe ilt€rlal affair! of Statos i! tbeir
electoral processesrr.

13, At the 56th me€ting, oa 2? Noveniber, tbe repreaoatative of Cuba, orally
revised the draft resolution as follora3

(a) The thiral preanbular paragraph, rhlch reail:

"Reit€ratilg its resolutlo! 2625 (XX\t) of a4 October 19?0, by wbich it
proclained the Declaration o! Prirclpl€g of lrteraational. Lafl conc€rlirg
Srienatly Relatioas and Co-operatioa anong States i! accordaacs with th6
Charter of the Unlteal Nations,',

was revised to read:

"Recallirg its rasolutl.or 2625 (ICEII) of 24 October 1970, by which it
proclaimed the Declaration on Principlea of IntorDational Law concerul.ng
Frientlly Relatio[s and Co-operatLon amoug States ia accordaace with th6
Charter of the Uaited Natioas,,,i

(b) The aeventh preambular paragrapb, uhich r€adr

"Recogniziag that respect for tho prlnclples of latlolal soveroigrty ald
non-iuterference in the intellal affalrs of any State constitutes a
fundame[tal basis for th6 effectivo bofdiug of eloctiols,r'

was revised to r6aal3

"Recoonizipg that the principtes of lational sovereigDty anat
no!-iuterference in the itterDal affaira of aly Stat6 should be rsapocted i!
tbe holding of eLectLoas, "i
(c) Operative paragraphs 4, 5 atd 6, rhich reail I

"Urces all States to respect the pritrciple of non-lnterference in the
interral affalrs of Stat€s aDd the sovereign right of peoples to deterrnine
tbeir potitical, scoaornic and soclal 6ystem, and to ref,raLa from uldertaking
actioas to undermine the el€ctoral proc€ssss in other couDtrieai

"Stroagly appeals to alL Stat€s to abstaiD from finaDcing or providing,
ilirectly or indirectly, aay other form of overt or covert support for
Political parties or groups, coatrary to the latiolal legislatlon of those
courtries involved ia electoral processesi

"Condenns any act of arned aggressl.oD or thr6at or uae of force agailst
peoples, Goverlmelts or their Legitinate leadersi"
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Republic of Tanzania. Yiet Nam. Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced a revised draft
resolution (A/C.3/44/L.60/Rev.l), entitled "Respect for the principles of national
sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of States in their
electoral processes".

13. At the 56th meeting, on 27 November, the representative of Cuba, orally
revised the draft resolution as follows:

(a) The third preambular paragraph, which read:

"Reiterating its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, by which it
proclaimed the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations,"

was revised to read:

"Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, by which it
proclaimed the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nation"s, n;

(b) The seventh preambular paragraph, which read:

"Recognizing that respect for the principles of national sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of any State constitutes a
fundamental basis for the effective holding of elections,"

was revised to read:

"Recognizing that the principles of national sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of any State should be respected in
the holding of elections,";

(c) Operative paragraphS 4, 5 and 6, which read:

"~ all States to respect the principle of non-interference in the
internal affairs of States and the sovereign right of peoples to determine
their political, economic and social system, and to refrain from undertaking
actions to undermine the electoral processes in other countries;

"Strongly appeals to all States to abstain from financing or providing,
directly or indirectly, any other form of overt or covert support for
political parties or groups, contrary to the national legi~lation of those
countries involved in electoral processes;

"Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat or use of force against
peoples, Governments or their legitimate leaders;"

I • •.
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rr6re revis€d to r6ad!

"Urg€s all States to rssp€ct the pritciple of notr-iut€rferelc€ i! tlte
iuterral affalre of States artt the aov€reig! right of peoples to determite
thelr political, ecoromic ard social systemi

"Stfonglv appeala to all Stat6s to abstait from fina!.cj.rg or providing,
directly or lntlirectly, a[y othsr form of overt or covgrt support for
Polltlcal Parties or groups aDd from tattng actlon3 to undermine the electoral
proc€sses i! atry couttryi

"Condemns aty act of armed agtgressioa or threat or use of f,orce agai[st
peoples, electedl Goverm€lts or their legltlmate leadersr,,.

L4. At the same rneetitg, the reprsseutatl.ves of EI Salvador and Frarce (on behalf
of th€ 12 Stat6s Members of the UDiteil Natioas that are m€rnbers of the European
Conrnunity) mad€ atat€metts l.tl erpla:tatioa of vot€ before the vote (aee
A/C.3/rt4lsR. 56) .

15. At the 56tb rneeting, oD 27 Novemb€r, ths Conmittee adopted draft resolution
A/C.3/44/t,,60/Rev.1, as orally rsvised, by a recortted vot€ of 100 to 24, nith
11 abstentlons I/ (see para. 1?, draft resolution II). Ihe voting was as follor.s !

I! favour: AfghatistaD, Atbatia, Algeria, AlgoLa, Attigua and Barbuda,
Argeutira, Bahanas, Bahrain. Baaglad€gh, Barbados, Beti!, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botsratra, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burklna Faso, Burundi,
Byelorussiaa Soviet Soclalist Repubtic, Can€roo!, Cape verde,
Cetrtral Africa! Republlc, Chad, CbiDa, CoLornbla, Coago, C6te
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Ctprus, Crechostovakla, D€mocratic Kampuchea,
DemocratLc Ten€D, DomlaLcaa RepubLic, Ecuador, Eguatorial cul.nea,
Ethiopia, Gabo!, Germa! Detnocratic n€public, Ghana, Guatemala,
Guinea, cuis€a-Bissau, Haiti, Iudia, Irdonosia, fra! (fslanlc
Republic of), Iraq, {torda!, Kelya, Kuralt, Lao people,s
D€rnocratLc Republic, L€iotho, Lib€ria, Libyan Arab ilanabiriya,
Madagascar, MaLa$i, Malaysia, Maldives, Mall, Mauritaria, Mexico,
Mongolia, Moranibique, !,{yaDmar, Nepat, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
oma!, Pahistan, Paaama, papua New Gui!€a, peru, philippites,
oatar, Romania, nraada, Saudi Arabla, Setegal, Singapore,
Sonalia, 8rl Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, S$azilatd, Syrian Arsb
Republic, fhailartl, Iunieia, Uganda, Uhraiaian Soviet Socialist
Bepublic, Unlon of Soviet Soclallst Republics, United Arab
Emlrates, Uaiteit Republic of Tansalia, Uruguay, Venezuela, viet
Nan, Y6nea, yugoelavia, zanbla, zlmbabwe.

L/ The rePreseatatlve of tloqduras lndlcatett that his delegation could not at
the moment participate iD the action take[ ot the itraft resolut.Lon.
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were revised to read:

"~ all States to respect the principle of non-interference in the
internal affairs of States and the sovereign right of peoples to determine
their political, economic and social system;

"Strongly appeals to all States to abstain from financing or providing,
directly or indirectly, any other form of overt or covert support for
political parties or groups and from taking actions to undermine the electoral
processes in any country;

"Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat or use of force against
peoples, elected Governments or their legitimate leaders;".

14. At the same meeting, the representatives of El Salvador and France (on behalf
of the 12 States Members of the United Nations that are members of the European
Community) made statements in explanation of vote before the vote (see
A/C.3/44/SR.56).

15. At the 56th meeting, on 27 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.3/44/L.60/Rev.l, as orally revised, by a recorded vote of 100 to 24, with
11 abstentions 11 (see para. 17, draft resolution 11). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde,
Central African Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Congo, Cote
d'lvoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia, MOZambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines,
Datar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore,
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet
Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

11 The representative of Honduras indicated that his delegation could not at
the moment participate in the action taken on the draft resolution.
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Against g Australia, Austria, Belgium, Caaada, Deunart, Finlandl, france,
Gernaly, F€deral Republ'ic of, Greecs, Icelatrd, Irelald, Israel,
Italy, JapaD, Lurernbourg, Morocco, Nstberlanals, New zealaad,
Norway, Portugal, SPaiD, Sl,ede!, Uniteal Ritrgdom of Gr€at Eritaia
ard Northerl lrelartl, UDitcd Stat€s of Alerica.

Abstairilq: Cbile, Egtpt, E1 Salvador, FtJt, GEnbia, Hulgary, Malta, Sierra
Leone, Trlslalatl ard fobago, Turkey, zalre.

16. The representativea of Turkey aad New Z€alaad made seatemelts i! exPlalatio!
of vote after the vote (see A/C.3/44,/SR.56).

III. RECOMMENDASIONS OF TEE TEIRD COMMITTEE

L7. The lhirtl Cofifiittee reconEneEds to the G€nsral Ass€mbly th€ adoPtion of tb€
following draft resolutions 3

DRAFT NESOLUTION I

Eahanciag the effectiweaess of, the PrirciPle of Perioilic
and geruine €lections

The Gereral Assenblv,

Awar€ of its obligations utrder the cbarter of the United uations to
develop frieadly relations amolg Datioas based oD resPect for the principle of
equat rights and sel f-determinatlon of peoples aad to Pronot€ and encourage
respect for burna! rights and fuadatnental fre6dons for all,

Reaffirtning th6 Uriversal D€claration of Eunan Rights, Z/ nhich provides
that everyore has the rlght to take gart in the goveruneDt of his or her
country, directly or through fre€ly chosen rePresertativee, that everyon€ has
the right to equal access to publlc aervice ia bis or b€r country, that the
witl of the people shall b€ the basis of the authority of goverrm€nt, and that
this nill shal1 be erpresaed iu periodic and genuire eloctiols wbicb sha1l be
by uriversal atrd equal suffrage and shall be holit by secret vote or by
eguivalelt free votilg procedures,

Noting that tb6 lrteraational Covenant on Civil ard Political Rights 3/
provides that every cititen sball bavs the rigbt aDd the opportunitf, rithout
distinction of any kiart, such ag race, colour, sex, lanquage, religion,
pol.itical or other oginion, latioral or social orlgin, ProPerty, birth or
oth€r status, to take Part in the coDduct of Public affalrs, directly or

2/ Resolutiou 217 A (III).

See resolution 2200 A (:o(I), antrex.El
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Against: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany. Federal Republic of. Greece. Iceland. Ireland. Israel.
Italy. Japan. Luxembourg. Morocco. Netherlands. New Zealand.
Norway. Portugal. Spain. Sweden. United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. United States of America.

Ab§taining: Chile. Egypt. El Salvador. Fiji. Gambia. Hungary. Malta. Sierra
Leone. Trinidad and Tobago. Turkey. Zaire.

16. The representatives of Turkey and New Zealand made statements in explanation
of vote after the vote (see A/C.3/44/SR.56).

Ill. RECOMMENDA7IONS OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE

17. The Third Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

DRAPT RESOLUTION I

Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic
and genuine elections

The General Assembly,

Aware of its obligations under the Charter of the United Nations to
develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples and to promote and encourage
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. AI which provides
that everyone has the right to take part in the government of his or her
country. directly or through freely chosen representatives. that everyone has
the right to equal access to public service in his or her country. that the
will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government. and that
this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be
by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by
equivalent free voting procedures.

Noting that the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ~I

provides that every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity. without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion. national or social origin. property. birth or
other status. to take part in the conduct of public affairs. directly or

AI Resolution 217 A (Ill).

~I See resolution 2200 A (XXI). annex.

I • ••
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through freely cbosea represeDtatives, to vot€ and to be el€cted at genulne
periodic electioas which shar.r be by unlversal atrd egual suffrage anil shall be
held by secret ballot, guaranteeing th€ free e:presslon of the will. of the
eL€ctors, ard to have access, on geaaral t6rms of equality, to public serviceia his or her coultry,

cordernrino tlle system of apartheid aDd ary oth€r denial or abridgeneat of
the right to vote oa the groutds of rac€, colour, se!, lalguage, religion,political or oth€r opinioa, natiolal or social origia, property, birth or
other status,

cotrsialering that the tricarneral parlian€at establlshed und€r the systemof apartheid is a gross violation of the princlpLe of universal ald equal
suffrage and has been ovenrhofuniuglr rejected by the international connunity,

Recallilrg that. al1 States etjoy sovereigo €quality atd that each State
has the right freely to choose and d€vslop its political, social, ecotomic and.
cultural systems,

Recogrlzino that there is no silgle politicat syst€m or el€ctoral. method
tbat is equally suited to all uatLoas aral their people,

R€calling its resolutio\ 43/LS7 of 8 Decenber l98g,

Also recallirg Cormrission o! HumaD Rights r€solutlo! 1gg9/51 of
7 March 1989, L/

1. Emphesizas tbe sigllflcarrc€ of th€ Utll.vorsaL Declafation of guttlaB
Rights ard the Interratiotat Coverart or Clvil antt political Rights, Thicb
establish that tbe authority to govern shatl be ba6ed oa the yiLl of the
people, as expressed iu perioillc and g€auiue Electionsi

2. Stresses i.ts coaviction that periodic aad geluiae eloctiols ar€ a
l€cessary a:rd indispersable elemeat of sustaired €fforta to protect the rights
ald i[terests of the governed and that, as a matter of practical erperience,
the right of everyone to take part in the governtTre[t of his or her country is
a crucial factor iu the effective enjolqne[t by all of a wide range of other
human rights and fu'daneatal freedoms, embracing political, ecoromic, social
and cultural rights,

3. Declares that deterrniniag the $itl of tshe peopl€ requires aa
electoral process that. provides a! equal opportunity for all citizels to
become candidates a'd put forward their po.Litical views, iadividually aatt in
co-operatiotr trith others withir constitutional and natioaal legislatloni

4/ See Officlal R6cords of the Economic and Social Council. 1989. supolement
No. 2 (8,/1989/20), chap. II, sect. A.
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through freely chosen representatives, to vote and to be elected at genuine
periodic elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be
held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the
electors, and to have access, on general terms of equality, to public service
in his or her country,

Condemning the system of apartheid and any other denial or abridgement of
the right to vote on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or
other status,

Considering that the tricameral parliament establish~d under the system
of apartheid is a gross violation of the principle of universal and equal
suffrage and has been overwhelmingly rejected by the international community,

Recalling that all States enjoy sovereign equality and that each State
has the right freely to choose and develop its political, social, economic and
cultural systems,

Recognizing that there is no single political system or electoral method
that is equally suited to all nations and their people,

Recalling its resolution 43/157 of 8 December 1988,

Also recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 1989/51 of
7 March 1989, ~I

1. Emphasizes the significance of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which
establish that the authority to govern shall be based on the will of the
people, as expressed in periodic and genuine elections;

2. Stresses its conviction that periodic and genuine elections are a
necessary and indispensable element of sustained efforts to protect the rights
and interests of the governed and that, as a matter of practical experience,
the right of everyone to take part in the government of his or her country is
a crucial factor in the effective enjoyment by all of a wide range of other
human rights and fundamental freedoms, embracing political, economic, social
and cultural rights;

3. Declares that determining the will of the people requires an
electoral process that provides an equal opportunity for all citizens to
become candidates and put forward their political views, individually and in
co-operation with others within constitutional and national legislation;

~I See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. 1989. Supplement
~ (E/1989/20), chap. 11, sect. A.
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4. Recogrlrizes tbat the efforts of the LaterDatlonal conmunity to
enhanc€ the effectiv€u€as of the prlnciple of perioilic and geluiDe electlons
should aot call into question each State,s sovereig! right freely to choose
and develop its political, social, economic aad cultural systems, whether or
not they conforn to the prefereacea of other Statesi

5. Emphasizes the dtuty of each m€rnb€r of the l.lternational connunity to
respect the decisions tak€[ by otber States i! freely choosing aud developiag
their electoral institutiots i

6. Reaffirms that apartheitl rnust be abolisheal, Ehat the systematic
denial or abridgement of the right to vote oa the grounds of race or colour is
a gross violation of hunau rights ald aa affront to the couscieace and dignity
of nankiad, and that the right to partlclpate iD a political system based on
comnon aud equal citizeDship aDd universal franchise is essertial for the
erercise of thE pritciple of periottic aad genuina electl.onsi

7. Rejects the tricameral parliament establisheat utrder the system of
apartheitl as aa abhorrent erpression of a fundanentally oppressive anil
f lagrantly inhurnan political syst€mi

8. Calls upon the Coruniasl.on otr Hunan Rigbts, at its forty-slxth
session, to coatinue its cousid.eration of approprlate way6 and means of
enhancing the €ffectlveness of the prlDciple of periortic aud geauine
elections, in tbe contert of fult resp€ct for tbe soverel.gDty of Menber
States, ard to report to the Gea€ral Assembly at its forty-fifth sessioE,
through the Econonic aad Social Councll;

9. Decides to include in th6 ageada of its forty-fifth sessio! the itemeatitled "Elhancing the effectiveness of the prirciple of periotlic anal geluine
e1ectiotrsr,.

DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Respect for the principles of lational sovereigntv and
non-iaterfer€tce in the iaterual affairs of States in

their electoral process€s

The GeneraL Assenbly,

Reaffirtninq the purposes of the United Nations to develop frieudly
relations arnong lations based on respect for the prlnclpJ.e of equal rights aud
sel f-det€rnitation of peoples aad to take other appropriate measures to
strengthen universal peace,

Recalling its resol.ution 1514 (Xr/) of 14 December 1960, by which it
adopted the Declaration on the Granting of rndepeudence to coloaial coutrtries
ard Peoples,
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4. Recognizes that the efforts of the international community to
enhance the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elections
should not call into question each State's sovereign right freely to choose
and develop its political, social, economic and cultural systems, whether or
not they conform to the preferences of other States;

5. Emphasizes the duty of each member of the international community to
respect the decisions taken by other States in freely choosing and developing
their electoral institutions;

6. Reaffirms that apartheid must be abolished, that the systematic
denial or abridgement of the right to vote on the grounds of race or colour is
a gross violation of human rights and an affront to the conscience and dignity
of mankind. and that the right to participate in a political system based on
common and equal citizenship and universal franchise is essential for the
exercise of the principle of periodic and genuine elections;

7. Rejects the tricameral parliament established under the system of
apartheid as an abhorrent expression of a fundamentally oppressive and
flagrantly inhuman political system;

8. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights, at its forty-sixth
session, to continue its consideration of appropriate ways and means of
enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine
elections, in the context of full respect for the sovereignty of Member
States, and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session,
through the Economic and Social Council;

9. Decides to include in the agenda of its forty-fifth session the item
entitled "Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine
elections".

DRAFT RESOLUTION II

Respect for the principles of national sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of States in

their electoral processes

The General Assembly.

Reaffirming the purposes of the United Nations to develop friendly
relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples and to take other appropriate measures to
strengthen universal peace,

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, by which it
adopted the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples,

I • ..
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Recalling lts resolution 2625 (Xtfir) of 24 Octob€r 1920, by which it
proclaimed the Declaration oa principr€s of rrteraational La." corcernLag
Frieaally Rerations and co-operation amoug states i! accordarce nith the
Chart€r of the Uaited Natiors,

Recallinq tbe principle ershrined itr Article 2, paragraph ?, of the
ctrarter, where it ls estabrished that. nothing contaired ir the charter shall
authorize the united Natlons to intervere itl mattors rbich are essentiallywithi! the dom€stic Jurisdiction of any state or shaLl require the Members to
submit such natters to settlement uader the CharEer,

Reaffirml.nq the tegitimacy of the struggte of th€ oppressed peopte of
south Africa for the elimilatio! of apartheid and for the establishnent of a
society in whicb all the people of South Africa as a whole, irrespective of
race, coLour or creed, wil!. etjoy equal and full politicaL a[d other rights
atrtl participate fre61y in the deterninatioq of their destiny,

Also reaffirming the legltimacy of the struggLe of all peoples urder
coloaia] aDd foreig! domination, partlcularty the palestinian peopte, for the
exercise of their ltalienable right to self-determination and natioual
indepondence that will etable thsn to decide freely o! their orn future,

Recognizing that the prlaciples of latl.oaal sov€reigtty and
aon-interfer€ace i! the lnternal affalrs of, any stat6 Ehoul.d be respected in
the holditg of elections,

Also recoanizing that there is ao sitgle political systern or singl€ nodelfor electoral processes €qually suited. to all aatlons aDd their peoples, atd
that political systems aDd electoral processea are subjoct to historical,poLitical, cultural. and reLigious factors,

1. Reiterates that, by virtue of the prilciple of equat rights a8d
self-deterrniuatlon of peoples enshriaed i! the charter of the united Nations,
a1f peoples have tbe rlght fr€€ly to deternine, without exterla1 Luterf,ereuce,
their political status and to pursue their econonic, socLal and cultural
developnent, and that every Stat€ has the aluty to respect that right iu
accordaDce uith the provisions of, the Chartert

2. Afflrms that it is the sol€ concer! of peoples to determiae netbods
aad to e€tablish institutions regardlng the €lectoral process, as well as the
rtays for its lnpLenentation according to coaatitutionaL and natiotral
legislation,

3. A,lso affirms that any extraleous activities that attempt. atirectly
or iudirectly, to itterfere ia the fre6 development of aational electoral
Process€s, in particular in the developilg countries, or that iltend to sway
the resuLts of such processes vioLate the spirit and letter of the prilciples
establishett in the Charter aad in the Declarabion on principles of
Inter[ational Law coacerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accofdatrce with the Charter of, the Uaited Nations,
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Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970. by which it
proclaimed the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations.

Recalling the principle enshrined in Article 2. paragraph 7. of the
Charter. where it is established that nothing contained in the Charter shall
authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction of any State or shall require the Members to
submit such matters to settlement under the Charter.

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the oppressed people of
South Africa for the elimination of apartheid and for the establishment of a
society in which all the people of South Africa as a whole. irrespective of
race. colour or creed. will enjoy equal and full political and other rights
and participate freely in the determination of their destiny.

Also reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of all peoples under
colonial and foreign domination. particularly the Palestinian people. for the
exercise of their inalienable right to self-determination and national
independence that will enable them to decide freely on their own future.

Recognizing that the principles of national sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of any State should be respected in
the holding of elections.

Also recognizing that there is no single political system or single model
for electoral processes equally suited to all nations and their peoples. and
that political systems and electoral processes are subject to historical.
political. cultural and religious factors.

1. Reiterates that. by virtue of the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.
all peoples have the right freely to determine. without external interference,
their political status and to pursue their economic. social and cultural
development. and that every State has the duty to respect that right in
accordance with the provisions of the Charter;

2. Affirms that it is the sole concern of peoples to determine methods
and to establish institutions regarding the electoral process. as well as the
ways for its implementation according to constitutional and national
legislation;

3. 'Also affirms that any extraneous activities that attempt. directly
or indirectly. to interfere in the free development of national electoral
processes. in particular in the developing countries. or that intend to sway
the results of such processes violate the spirit and letter of the principles
established in the Charter and in the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

/ ...
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4. Urges all States to respact tha prilciple of tron-interfereace in thg
int€rna1 affairs of States aud th€ sovereig[ rlght of peoples to determine

' tbelr political, ecoaomic and social systent

5. Strorgly appeals to all stat€s to abstai! from fininciag or
provitling, iliroctly or iailirectly, any other forn of overt or covert suPPort
for polttlcal parties or ltroups and fron takilg actiols to utrdermine the
electoral process€s ia atry coultry,

6. Condernns any act of armed aggressJ,oo or threat or use of force
against peoples, elected Goverunelts or their legitimate leadersi

7. solemlly declares tbat olly th6 total eradicatlon of lpgggbgld aqtl
the establlshmelt of a non-racl.al, democratic society based on majority rule,
through the full ard fr€e erercise of adult auffrage by all the PeoPle in a
uaited and lo!-fragmelted South Africa, caD lead to a Just and lastitrg
solution to the erplosive situation in soutb Africai

8. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of all peoples und.er
colonial and foreign domiuatiou, particularly tl:e Palestinian people, for the
erercise of their iaalieuable rigbt to self-determinatlo! anal lational
independence that rill euable ttren to dotarmile their political, economl.c and
social system, rithout €rt€rnal iDterf€r€nc€i

9, calls upon the Conunission on gu$all Rlgbts, at its forty-sixth
session, to giv€ priority to th€ r€vi€y of the furdamental factors that
aegatively affect the observa:rce of the prirciple of natiolal sovereignty ald
lon-interference ia the internal affairo of States la tbeir electoral
procesaes, and to report to tbe Goneral Assenbly at its forty-flfth session,
through the Eco[omic and Social Cou:lcl!.;

10. Requests the Secretary-Gereral. to report to tb€ General AssenbLy, at
its forty-fifth sesslon, oa tbe implemertatior of the preselt resolutio! urder
the iten entitled "Enha.ncing the effectiveless of the principle of perloillc
and geauine electiots",
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4. Urges all States to respect the principle of non-interference in the
internal affairs of States and the sovereign right of peoples to determine
their political, economic and social system;

5. Strongly appeals to all States to abstain from financing or
providing, directly or indirectly. any other form of overt or covert support
for political parties or groups and from taking actions to undermine the
electoral processes in any country;

6.
against

Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat
peoples. elected Governments or their legitimate

or use of force
leaders;

7. Solemnly declares that only the total eradication of apartheid and
the establishment of a non-racial. democratic society based on majority rule.
through the full and free exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a
united and non-fragmented South Africa. can lead to a just and lasting
solution to the explosive situation in South Africa;

8. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of all peoples under
colonial and foreign domination. particularly the Palestinian people. for the
exercise of their inalienable right to self-determination and national
independence that will enable them to determine their political. economic and
social system, without external interference;

9. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights, at its forty-sixth
session. to give priority to the review of the fundamental factors that
negatively affect the observance of the principle of national 'sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of States in their electoral
processes, and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session.
through the Economic and Social Council;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly. at
its forty-fifth session. on the implementation of the present resolution under
the item entitled "Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of periodic
and genuine elections".
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