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. Among his-jurisdictional functiocas, a maglstrate takes a, considerable
number of decisions concerning children, even when he is not Jjudging
_JuvenJlos Who have oommltted offevces agalnst the penal 1aw, It is bhe who
Jcontro1s and svne¢v1seq guardzanshlp act1v1tles, who settles dlfflcult
‘(relauzmg movp.be nali are and author:by, and WhQ 1f need be &ecldes upon

N

_educau unau meauvw,h'ad the 1equest of parents,

Reggres Jogislotion concerning young offenders and juveniles in moral

“danger extondz the mosdietrate’s role into the field .of social welfare
agtivitiens ©o profesi the juvenile byt means of preventive action.  The

creasons for thi s d-yslopment apnear equally wvalid for the countries of

corAfricremouiih o the BarBITee. .o

' Pravertive artion For tho  application of educational measures to a
"jﬁ#eﬁkié;’whéﬁhew“it‘is"ﬁéken’bffi%iélly‘or~a{'%he'reqﬁe§%’6f“pef30ns who
‘haVO'%ot custcly or'the youhg petgon cOhberned§tiﬁjihgés*upOn“th%*freedem
“hy 'vt,lhv‘e‘rn_lf5 hirgel¥ and 4he freeden AT tHs parverts invevemciming natermal
'-caarem, ~While the administrative ‘githority is Tesponsible for the
management of public affairs and protection of the general interest, the
magisirate sees 10 the maintenance of respect for individual freedoms and
the regulation of their conflict with public crder which is disturbed by

Juvenile misbehaviour,
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The maglstrate makes rulings and de0131ons which are enforceable by

_ law 1f necessary, but against which appeals may be lodged.

';‘Certaln countries have obtained useful results by organlzlng a social
‘service to work in assoclatlon w1th the judge, to lay the groundwork for

his decls1on and to control its 1mplementatlon. It is easy to establish

';; a llalson between the centres or services engaged in rehabilitation and the

?;maglstrate who has taken the decision, which may be modlfled at any time,

Sometlme the specialized branches of the police are in direct contact
" With the magistrate, who thus plays a co-ordinating role in addition to his
jurisdictional role. In theofy, these artangements can be established
?veasiiy, if the legislation is sufficisntly flexibles All that is needed

ﬁft@ put them into practice is perhaps to inform the judge of the social

.. action which is required of him.

In the new states of Africa south of the Sahara, it is not always
possible to have a specialist children's judge dealing exclusively with
the problems of juvenile offenders and young people in moral danger. It
seems a simple matter, however, to give information on these particulax
questions to a magistrate who has other responsibilities and to prepare
him for his task by appropriate means, the flexibility of the legislation
allowing him to leave aside all juridical duties and devote himself to the
social action in accordance with the information provided. Good results
have been obtained by securing the co-operation of the personnel concerned
in the social and‘rehabilitation services, to advise the magistrate at
~the time he is preparing his décigion; he is solely responsible for the

Vfinal decisiothowgver. In countries where there is a scarcity of social
- workers and assiétahfs, the judge may also obtain the collaboration of

volunteers, in which case he co-ordinates and directs their activities.
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The intervention of the judge, who is responsible for the defence
of individual freedom and public order, thus seems to be a favourable
factor in social action, information on social problems being provided
to him in cases where he is not already in possession of the necessary
data, The task of supplying this information or training could conveniently
be assumed by the large international organizations if the countries
concerned feel that it is necessary to raise the investigation of the

problem to such a level,





