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Mr. <Eresigent, Your Excellen~ies, distinguished experts, 
Ladies and. Gentlemen .... It is: a great honour and pleasure for 

' . . .·'' 

me, o.n behalf gf my cO-lleague$ <f~ United Nations Headquarters,· 

and. in the n~e of the Secretary General, to associate myself 
.1 i'i .- . ! ~-- '.. -, . 

with the expressions of appreciations just voiced by Mr. Riby-
Williams for th~ gr:~at cordi~iity; of the' Gover!lii.l9 nt of Liberia 

in invi ti, r1g th-~ e:Xp~rt group on Social Defence to meet in 
' . . - . . -. . . . . 

Monrovia •.. My ow:n observatiohs here of the m:lnifestations ·of 
I ' 1 ; . : ~ ·- ' ' • • 

generosity and tho:ughtfulness ··by our boots have been further. 
. . ·:- . • . ' ', l . '_;'· ., •. : - •. - - . 

substan~iated ;by ~h'ef aicourt};s ~eceived from my colleagues or·, 
. . :. :···; . : ~: _., '.: . - .. ' . 

the Economic Gommis~ion for Africa who, for months now, have'.· 

carried t~e h~~~ _~_rid diffieult burden of organizing the many' 

phases qf.t-his.UN meeting. 
' ' ... 

The cordi~~~y,of the Liberian Government; is epitomized 
.. · ... '' . ' ·- . _-·, ... 

by the fact tq(i,t you, Your Excellency., Mr. President, have 
honoured u~--by_;ina~gu.rating the meeting yourself. This 

gesture 1 _, fiJ.J.~pg '4t!'J. the profound wisdom you have expresSed, 
.. ) ~:.. :.; :. : t.-: . . .: '. ' 1 • • -' -. • ' -. • t 

will surely inspire the ·meeting to approach its task With 



·-< .bri.s s~bs.IvlOrtJi· s·::;.i1BVbii o~; no.tj.sn.i:m:rejeb . .£?. bn.s nol.;;t.soJ:b.,~b. .. 

.,meld O'Iq 2!11 lsas~rj<~J:b .On:.s dn.i:l11.sd aJ:.Q.j ~nl:n"'eonoo 1(0..i:Io.q 

ameido'lq wen ri:)l.riw rr.t br'!O\!l 2!nlgn.srlo yiblq.s-r .s ni 

·~ aborlJem hi q.s1: b.a:B eiqm.i:a "{d bev 1 c:s ed ro emoe t e~"'eme 

it:)nSi!prd:Ieb eiliTf.;V'!'C , ·x:.t.t3rroj·a...t bn.s s;s: l:a nl: i'lO"'~ o;;t a"'erlJo 

be:s:l:ndooe"! yii.sa'!ev l.rrJJ Jeorr.ci.s e'!.s yjll.sn.i:ml:"'o jlub.s bn.s 

.,nol:Juioe 1o jlu~1111b t2L8lco~q snoaneb"'Ud bns rle"'.srl e.s 

~onooe 1o BJ.l:rened e.cfj 1o yn.sm j.srfj·be.slln~o~e'I oei.s al: j! 

se"'geb $n.so.t11n~la .s oj bmim"'ebnJJ ed biJJoo Jnemqoieveb olm 

-J:.ve s.rfj sonia yjJ:J.sniml:'l:::> 1.o aed".s'l bes.se'Ionl: ylbelf"'.an "td 

-.sqmooo.s .ed Iihl Jnamqo.Ieveb ::d:monooe .tsrl.:l aej.soi:bnl: · eon:eb. . ... . 

ee-xue.sem ev.tJoe11e aeeinu yjiJ.sn.i:mi:'lo bea.Se'lortl: "td be1:n 
. r . 

. , :s~.SJe yi~.se "tijrreio .i:11.rie .s J.s beJqob.s e"'.S 

noq;u: nefyi.cd '[lj·aoo yieme"'jxe ns ecf nno xjlJ.sni:ml'IO 

:J,:LsJ8.., erl.:;t 1o a eo "'UOBS"' e.rfj ti~uo'I!fd" yL:~:::>e'Il:b t y-r::tni!OO "{!IS 

-o'Iq ev l:enerle'Iqm co B. ;grdnl:.s jn.i:.sm ni bebneqxe ed jaJJm j.Brl:.t 

bn.s 8"Iebne11o rU h1 ;gn.i:l.seb b.n~ ~nlb!lerle"'qq.s "'o1. emm.s'I;g 

n.srruJri· t.ae::;J 'lfJ CBS 'I 1o rroJ: j.sq .balb 9rlj r[21,1JO"'rfj t y1J::;Je'Ii:bnl 
. ;. -· 

. . . . . . \ ' 

ae'!orr~i: y"'-:-J'nuc:J ·oH "~.u.rolv .srfed I.sn.i:ml:·rD yd t I.sl"'e;;t.sm bn.B 

;:inel:ol1).tkm..i: ;grri:)I!scl '{G , 38 J:'!d'rru oo xn.sm ;trrd "Xj li.snl~i:"'o "aii' 
. . ' ' ' . 

brr.s ar;!Gido-::q T.tsd:'· iHwoqrc';::;J ,ae"'UP.Sf)fi 9j.sl"'qo'lqq.sn.i: 'lO 

mo'I1 ;grrlrr~a9dT ::t:t;::,.~(~ soid noqv neb'!ud s1t' ee.se'lon:i: 't(de"'erfj 

.. ·v: j 1 Is.ni:m.i:"'~ 
.; 

'j:o · a.s 'Ie nl: ,; "cdJ' ., ':Xl!.::.::. ':<:~o.:; 3.U ~; bej.£'!jano.nsb eo rr.so .1! 

y.Ufie.-h.sm ~mvob:?L>e'Id i£LC:).o3 1o sj.s"' erlj "o~5n.srl6 I.sl:ooe blqs-:r . ' ... '• ' 

.,ri;glrl yldB.t"'svnl .:J·80i1ii~ !LJ:.:Ju e;.od ~ y.::-.L~£nl:ml'lo &nl:b.uiorrl 

t aeno ij!!l:;3'!9fi!S wen EJfij" y11.s.tn3qee .· ~ ysb~:oj aeJ:'ljn:JJOO d\t lW 

.!. 

• 
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und!3rgoing social change at an unprecedented rate, it is 

necessary to anticipate high rates of criminality un_less 

soundmeasures of prevention and control are instituted 

in a timely manner. 

Few countries, and least of all ·the newly emerging 

. c-cmntries ,· can afford to tolerate a high rate of criminality 

along ,with the· heavy so:cial and economic burden they impose. 

~~ is no,w widely agreed that. increased criminality need not 

· -: be an :inevi:tablfe consequence of social change accompanying 
; . ~- . : . . · .. _ . . 

economic developme,nt. Indeed,. it is perceived that. both .. 
social cpange and eco,nomic development, under proper · 

. ·. ~ ~ ..... . . . . 

circumstances and control, may even contribute to a decrease 

in criminal;Lty.. However, this will not be achieved •y an 

i~ol.ated and fragmentary approach to criminality and its 

control~ Programmes for the prevention and control of 
" .... 

criminality, based on scientific knowledge and drawn up 
: . . . 

by pe r:Jons p0ssessing special competence in this field, 

. must form ·an :Lntegral point of a. coordinated framework 
:-! 

for national,: social and economic planning. 

Succes3ful policies and programmes for the -prevention 
' : . 

of cri~e and the treatment of offenders are yet to be 

established with precision._ Muchmore knowledge is required 

abou~ the factors cond~cive to .delinquency and the effective 

re ~sur:es to rr eve3nt ,c;lnd control,,it. ·Even countri,es that 

have devqted themsel v.es to such questions for many years 

are still far from.having attained satisfactory solutions 

with respect to their own si.tuations, and the success of 
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t~?-ese,improved methods may·even be more limited when 
applied to other countries, particularly those with 
grossly different traditions, expectations and social 
outlooks • 

. Therefore, it is unsuitable and unwise for the newly 
.de'{eloping countries to adopt unquestioningly the 1TI6thods 

, .. ,evolved in the economically developed countries. 

~t is in this context that the United Nations 
with so much hope to the work of this first United 
African expert meeting in the Social Defence field. 

looks 
Nations 

And 
it is proper too, that in'this first meeting the focus 
should be on juvenile delinquency and its prevention_since 
14rlbe roots of criminality are .deep and the first line _of 

: :· defenc.e: 'against criminality is to be established in those 
,broad areas which provide breeding ground for crime • 

.. ·The work of the United, Nations, in the field of the 
' prevention of crime and the. treatment. of offenders, which 
has'· for'rtred part. of the Organization's activities within 
social field ever since the creation of the United Nations, 

·has increasingly concerned itself with prevention. Indeed 
"Prevention of Crime" will be the theme of a world wide 
Congress the United Nations·will conven~ one year from now 
in Stockholm,· Sweden, and 'the:fruit s ~f this meeting here 
will be utilized in ,fosusi.ng the discussions at that assembly 
·,of some 1200 specialists on the rna jor ·issues to be faced 

., to..-day. 'A.··somewhat comparable ~eeting was sponsored by 

United :Nati'ons, for. Latin American experts last year, and, 
earlier this year, for Asian experts. A similar meeting 
for the Arab States will take place later this year. 
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Time does not permit me to describe fully the, various 
approaches of the United Nations in assisting in the devel
opment of knowledge and practice in this field. In addition 
to specialized meetings such as just referred to, the 0~~ 
ganization has issued a: series of publications imparting 
information on trends and innovations for the possible gtti_"' 

dance of Governments and' individual specialists seeking ito 

-It has elaborated .Standard Minimum Rules. It provides 
direct technical assistance to ~·equesting Governments in 
the .form of fellowships ·and expert co'risultant services. 
Some tires it is called upon to' give guidance on particularl3r 
deli·cate questions; as was recently the case when the General 
Assembly of the United Nations called for a special report 
on the q.testion of Capital Punishment in member st·atesG May 
I say, as tsomething of an aside, that the Secretary General 
convened a group of 8 internationally chosen experts to 
assess the basic survey prepared on ~his matter and that 
tpe distinguished rapporteur of that group was Mr. Edward 
Moore~ then Assistant Attorney General and now Undersecretarj' 
of State of Liberia. We are very grateful to him and his 
Government for his services and for the report which has 
now been transmitted to all Governments for their guidance~ 
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To revert particularly to the IIE eting inaugurated 
to-day, let us take. courage from. the fa.ct that the hour 

is . yet early, that ·severe and widespread ·prolilems of 

juvenile delinquency do not bedevil countries of Africa 

as they do· in many other countries of the world.. May 
this blessed fact, not lead to complaisance!: ··· On the 

contrary ,may .it lead. to concerted effort now ·to under

stand the situatiQn· fully and to· adopt n:e asures re cessary 

to assure that this happy circurr:s tance will <n ntinue to 
prevail. 




